
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.2157 Physician-patient privilege; waiver.

Sec. 2157.

     Except as otherwise provided by law, a person duly authorized to practice medicine or surgery shall not disclose
any information that the person has acquired in attending a patient in a professional character, if the information
was necessary to enable the person to prescribe for the patient as a physician, or to do any act for the patient as a
surgeon. If the patient brings an action against any defendant to recover for any personal injuries, or for any
malpractice, and the patient produces a physician as a witness in the patient's own behalf who has treated the
patient for the injury or for any disease or condition for which the malpractice is alleged, the patient shall be
considered to have waived the privilege provided in this section as to another physician who has treated the patient
for the injuries, disease, or condition. If a patient has died, the heirs at law of the patient, whether proponents or
contestants of the patient's will, shall be considered to be personal representatives of the deceased patient for the
purpose of waiving the privilege under this section in a contest upon the question of admitting the patient's will to
probate. If a patient has died, the beneficiary of a life insurance policy insuring the life of the patient, or the patient's
heirs at law, may waive the privilege under this section for the purpose of providing the necessary documentation to
a life insurer in examining a claim for benefits.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1989, Act 102, Eff. Sept. 1, 1989 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 205, Imd. Eff. Nov. 29, 1995
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