
RAILROADS (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1909

462.3 Definitions; scope.

Sec. 3.

    (a) The term "common carrier" as used in this act shall be construed to mean and embrace all corporations,
companies, individuals, associations of individuals, their lessees, trustees or receivers appointed by any court
whatsoever who now or may hereafter own, operate, manage or control as a common carrier in this state, any
railroad or part of any railroad, whether operated by steam, electricity or other motive power, or cars or any other
equipment used thereon, or bridges, switches, spurs, tracks, sidetracks, terminal facilities, or any docks, wharves or
storage elevators used in connection therewith or any kind of terminal facilities used or necessary in the
transportation of persons or property designated herein, and also all freight depots, yards and grounds used or
necessary for the transportation or delivery of any said property and whether the same are owned by said railroad
or otherwise; or any express company, car loaning companies, freight or freight line companies and all associations
or persons, whether incorporated or otherwise, that shall do business as common carriers upon or over any line of
railroads in this state, or any common carrier engaged in the transportation of passengers and property wholly by
rail or partly by rail and partly by water.
    (b) The term "transportation" shall include cars and other vehicles and all instrumentalities and facilities of
shipment, or carriage, irrespective of ownership, or of any contract expressed or implied for the use thereof, and all
services in connection with the receipt, delivery, elevation, switching and transfer in transit, ventilation,
refrigeration or icing, storage and handling of persons or property transported.
    (c) The term "railroad" as used in this act shall be construed to mean all railroads, whether operated by steam,
electric or other motive power: Provided, That the provision of this act shall not apply to any logging or other
private railroad not doing business as a common carrier: Provided further, Nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to authorize the commission to interfere with, lessen or impair or to authorize the impairment of any
franchise provision, contract or agreement as to rate of fare now existing between any municipality, city, village, or
township and any tram railway, street railway, interurban or suburban railway company, or to increase or lessen the
rate of fare fixed by such franchise, contract or agreement, or to deprive any tram railway, street railway, interurban
or suburban railway company of the right to charge for the carriage of passengers the rate of fare authorized and
fixed by any franchise, grant or contract made or entered into between any municipality, city, village or township
and any such tram railway, street railway, interurban or suburban railway company; Provided further, That nothing
in this act contained shall apply to street and electric railroads engaged solely in the transportation of passengers
within the limits of cities or within a distance of 5 miles of the boundaries thereof.
    (d) The provisions of this act shall apply to the transportation of passengers and property between points within
this state, and to the receiving, switching, delivering, storing and handling of such property, and to all charges
connected therewith, including icing and mileage charges: Provided, however, That this provision shall not be
construed as a limitation on the authority of the commission created by this act to prescribe car service and
demurrage rules applicable to all traffic beginning or ending within this state.
    (e) Express companies and sleeping car companies doing business for hire within this state are hereby defined to
be common carriers.

History: 1909, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909 ;-- Am. 1911, Act 173, Eff. Aug. 1, 1911 ;-- CL 1915, 8111 ;-- CL 1929, 11019 ;-- CL 1948,
462.3
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