NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.31309 Use of increased flowage; waste assimilation; rates for usage.
Sec. 31309.

All increased flowage resulting from operation of a plan shall be available for nonconsumptive use to all
riparians. A person shall not utilize for waste assimilation, or divert from the stream, any surplus water created by
release from dams operated under this part, except in accordance with the plan. The amount of surplus water
released from any impoundment shall be determined by the department by the use of well-recognized engineering
computations. The boards may charge users of the surplus water for waste assimilation or consumptive use, except
those making an incidental, noncommercial, or recreational use, a reasonable fee or rate for the quantity of water or
for the benefits they receive. Those users who contribute to the construction, maintenance, or operation of the
dams may be charged a reduced fee or no fee, but the fees and rates charged by the boards shall be sufficient at all
times to defray all costs, expenses, and other financial burdens assumed by the boards in the construction,
maintenance, and operation of the dams.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995
Popular Name: Act 451
Popular Name: NREPA
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