NATURAL RESOURCESAND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

*xxkk 324.30312.amended THISAMENDED SECTION ISEFFECTIVE PENDING FUNDING
APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE (See compiler's note) *****

324.30312.amended Minor project categories of activities; general permit for category of
activities; notice and public hearing; determinations; requirements and standards;
duration of general permit; mowing or removal of vegetation; coordination of general
permit and minor project categories.

Sec. 30312. (1) After providing notice and an opportunity for a public hearing, the department shall
establish minor project categories of activities that are similar in nature, have minimal adverse environmental
effects when performed separately, and will have only minima cumulative adverse effects on the
environment. The department may act upon an application received pursuant to section 30306 for an activity
within a minor project category without holding a public hearing or providing notice pursuant to section
30307(1) or (3). A minor project category shall not be valid for more than 5 years, but may be reestablished.
All other provisions of this part, except provisions applicable only to general permits, are applicable to a
minor project.

(2) The department, after notice and opportunity for a public hearing, shall issue general permits on a
statewide basis or within alocal unit of government for a category of activities if the department determines
that the activities are similar in nature, will cause only minima adverse environmental effects when
performed separately, and will have only minima cumulative adverse effects on the environment. A general
permit shall be based on the requirements of this part and the rules promulgated under this part, and shall set
forth the requirements and standards that shall apply to an activity authorized by the general permit. A genera
permit shall not be valid for more than 5 years, but may be reissued.

(3) A general permit under this section may be issued for the mowing of vegetation or the remova of
vegetation in the area between the ordinary high-water mark and the water's edge. An application under this
subsection may be submitted by a local unit of government on behalf of property owners within its
jurisdiction or by 1 or more adjacent property owners for riparian property located within the same county.

(4) Before authorizing a specific project to proceed under a general permit, the department may provide
notice pursuant to section 30307(3) but shall not hold a public hearing and shall not typicaly require a site
inspection. The department shall issue an authorization under a general permit if the conditions of the general
permit and the requirements of section 30311 are met. However, in determining whether to issue an
authorization under a general permit, the department shall not consider off-site alternatives to be feasible and
prudent alternatives.

(5) If the department determines that activity in a proposed project, athough within a minor project
category or a general permit, is likely to cause more than minimal adverse effects on aquatic resources,
including high-value aquatic habitats, the department may require that the application be processed under
section 30307.

(6) The department shall coordinate general permit and minor project categories under this part and parts
301 and 325 consistent with nationwide permits, as appropriate.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;0 Am. 2003, Act 14, Imd. Eff. June 5, 2003;00 Am. 2009, Act 120, Eff.
(pending).

Compiler'snote: Enacting section 1 of Act 120 of 2009 provides:

"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless both of the following requirements are met:

(a) $4,000,000.00 from the cleanup and redevelopment trust fund created in section 3e of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573e, and
$4,000,000.00 from the community pollution prevention fund created in section 3f of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573f, is appropriated by the
legislature to the environmental protection fund created in section 503a of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.503a

(b) $2,000,000.00 is appropriated by the legislature from the environmental protection fund to support the program under part 303 of
the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30301 to 324.30329."

Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA
Popular name: Wetland Protection Act
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