
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

Subpart 9
INSPECTION AND RECLAMATION FEE 

324.63542 Inspection and reclamation fee; amount; rule; quarterly reports; contents; notice of fee due;
payment and disposition of fees.

Sec. 63542.

    (1) For the purposes of inspections and monitoring, and the administration and enforcement of this part, an
operator is assessed an inspection and reclamation fee of not more than 25 cents per ton of coal mined, as
determined by the department. The department shall establish, by rule, criteria for determining the amount of the
inspection and reclamation fee. In making the determination of the amount of the inspection and reclamation fee,
the department shall take into account funds made available to the department pursuant to the surface mining
control and reclamation act of 1977, and funds from any other source for the purposes specified in this subsection.
The total inspection and reclamation fees assessed annually shall not exceed the total amount appropriated to the
department for the purposes specified in this subsection.
    (2) An operator shall file quarterly reports with the department on a calendar year basis. The report shall include
all of the following:
    (a) The location of the mining operation and the areas mined during the quarter.
    (b) A description of the progress of restoration and reclamation activities of the operator for the preceding
quarter.
    (c) The number of tons of coal mined during the quarter.
    (3) Based on the information reported pursuant to subsection (2)(c), the department shall send the operator
written notice of the amount of the fee due for the quarter. The operator shall pay the fee to the department within
30 days after receipt of the notice.
    (4) The department shall deposit the inspection and reclamation fee in the state abandoned mine reclamation fund
created by section 63510.
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324.63543 Failure to submit quarterly report as grounds for revocation of permit; penalty; unpaid fee and
penalty as debt; confidentiality of fee and reports; disclosure.

Sec. 63543.

    (1) Failure to submit a quarterly report constitutes grounds for revocation of a permit. An action taken by the
department under this subsection shall be conducted pursuant to chapters 4 and 5 of the administrative procedures
act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.271 to 24.292 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws.
    (2) A penalty equal to 12% of the amount due, or $1,000.00, whichever is greater, shall be assessed against the
operator for a fee not properly or promptly paid pursuant to section 63542. An unpaid fee and penalty shall
constitute a debt and become the basis of a civil action against the operator to compel the payment of the debt.
    (3) The inspection and reclamation fee and quarterly reports required by this subpart shall be confidential and
shall not be subject to the disclosure requirements of the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of the Public
Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, except that disclosure may be
made with the written consent of the operator filing the fee and report or pursuant to a court order.
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324.63544 Prohibited acts; penalty.

Sec. 63544.

     Any person, corporate officer, agent, or director, on behalf of an operator, who knowingly makes any false
statement, representation, or certification, or knowingly fails to make any statement, representation, or certification
regarding a report required in this subpart, shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or a fine of
not more than $10,000.00, or both.
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