LOBBYISTS, LOBBYING AGENTS, AND LOBBYING ACTIVITIES (EXCERPT)
Act 472 of 1978

4.429 Declaratory ruling or interpretive statement.
Sec. 19.

(1) A declaratory ruling shall be issued by the secretary of state under this section only if the person requesting
the ruling has provided a reasonably complete statement of facts necessary for the ruling or if the person requesting
the ruling has, with the permission of the secretary of state, supplied supplemental facts necessary for the ruling. A
request for a declaratory ruling that is submitted to the secretary of state shall be made available for public
inspection within 48 hours after its receipt. An interested person may submit written comments regarding the
request to the secretary of state within 10 business days after the date the request is made available to the public.
Within 45 business days after receiving a declaratory ruling request, the secretary of state shall make a proposed
response available to the public. An interested person may submit written comments regarding the proposed
response to the secretary of state within 5 business days after the date the proposal is made available to the public.
Except as otherwise provided in this section, the secretary of state shall issue a declaratory ruling within 60
business days after a request for a declaratory ruling is received. If the secretary of state refuses to issue a
declaratory ruling, the secretary of state shall notify the person making the request of the reasons for the refusal and
shall issue an interpretive statement providing an informational response to the question presented within the same
time limitation applicable to a declaratory ruling. A declaratory ruling or interpretive statement issued under this
section shall not state a general rule of law, other than that which is stated in this act, until the general rule of law is
promulgated by the secretary of state as a rule under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306,
MCL 24.201 to 24.328, or under judicial order.

(2) Under extenuating circumstances, the secretary of state may issue a notice extending for not more than 30
business days the period during which the secretary of state shall respond to a request for a declaratory ruling. The
secretary of state shall not issue more than 1 notice of extension for a particular request. A person requesting a
declaratory ruling may waive, in writing, the time limitations provided by this section.

(3) The secretary of state shall make available to the public an annual summary of the declaratory rulings and
interpretive statements issued under this act by the secretary of state.

History: Add. 2008, Act 289, Imd. Eff. Oct. 6, 2008

Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 4.429, which pertained to applicability of certain penalty provisions, was repealed by Act 83 of 1986, Imd.
Eff. Apr. 15, 1986.

Popular Name: Lobby Act

Rendered Saturday, August 23, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 9 of 2025
Page 1 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



