NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.63405 Mining permit; application.
Sec. 63405.

(1) A person shall not engage in mining activities except as authorized by a mining permit issued by the
department. A separate mining permit is required for each mine.

(2) An application for a mining permit shall be submitted by the operator to the department on a form prescribed
by the department. The application shall include all of the following:

(a) A permit application fee of $5,000.00. The department shall forward the permit application fee to the state
treasurer for deposit in the fund.

(b) Provisions for a conformance bond as described in section 63409.

(c) A mining and reclamation plan as described in subsection (3) that addresses mining activities proposed in the
application.

(3) The mining and reclamation plan required in subsection (2) shall include all of the following:

(a) A map or maps showing the locations and dimensions of the following:

(i) Proposed adits, shafts, underground mine workings, and surface pits.

(i) Proposed overburden, waste rock, and ore stockpiles.

(iii) Any crushing, grinding, or separation equipment that will be utilized.

(b) A description of the mining methods that will be utilized.

(c) Plans and descriptions of measures that will minimize soil erosion and sedimentation during mining activities.

(d) A map and description of fencing or other techniques to minimize public safety hazards.

(e) Plans and schedules for reclamation of the mining area following cessation of mining activities. The plans and
schedules shall address mining activities proposed in the application and provide for grading, revegetation, and
stabilization that will do all of the following:

(i) Minimize soil erosion and sedimentation.

(ii) Protect public safety.

(iii) Establish conditions that promote future beneficial use and do not require perpetual care.

(f) Plans and schedules for baseline water quality sampling, which must be conducted before mining commences.
Samples shall be collected from the existing water supply wells available for sampling and located within 1,320 feet
of the proposed mining area. However, samples are not required from more than 3 such water supply wells. In
addition, samples shall be collected from the nearest surface water body located within 1,320 feet of the proposed
mining area, if any. The samples shall be analyzed for pH, copper, and nitrate using laboratory methods approved
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

(4) Within 7 days after receiving an application for a mining permit, the department shall give notice in writing to
the county and municipality where the mine is proposed to be located of the specific location of the proposed mine.
Within 14 days after receiving an application for a mining permit, the department shall publish notice of the
application in a newspaper of local distribution in the area of the proposed mine and shall post a copy of the
application on its website.

(5) Subject to subsection (6), effective 14 days after the department receives an application for a mining permit,
the application shall be considered to be administratively complete.

(6) If, before the date indicated by subsection (5), the department notifies the applicant that the application is not
administratively complete, specifying the information or fee necessary to make the application administratively
complete, the running of the 14-day period under subsection (5) is tolled until the applicant submits to the
department the specified information or fee.

(7) Subject to subsection (8), the department shall grant or deny a mining permit within 45 days after an
application is considered or determined to be administratively complete under subsection (5) or (6). If a mining
permit is denied, the reasons shall be stated in a written report to the applicant.

(8) If the department determines that information in the application is insufficient to determine whether a permit
may be granted, the department may request additional information or clarification from the applicant. The 45-day
period under subsection (7) is tolled until the applicant submits the requested information.
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