NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.34117 Irrigation board; first meeting; considerations; naming project and irrigation district;
determination of sufficiency of petition and practicability of proposed project; objections; hearing; notice;
report of department; final order of determination; order of department; eliminating or adding land in
irrigation district; rehearing; legal establishment of irrigation district.

Sec. 34117.

(1) The irrigation board at its first meeting shall consider the petition for the project, make a tentative
determination as to the sufficiency of the petition and the practicability of the proposed irrigation project, and make
a tentative determination of the area to be assessed. The irrigation board shall give a name to the project and to the
irrigation district.

(2) After the irrigation board has made the determination regarding sufficiency of the petition and practicability
of the proposed project, it shall set a time and place to hear objections to the proposed irrigation project and the
petition for the project, and to consider the matter of assessing the cost of the irrigation project in the affected
lands.

(3) In addition to the public notice prescribed in section 34115(1), additional notice of the hearing shall be
published twice in the county in not less than 1 newspaper published in the county and designated by the irrigation
board, with the first publication not less than 20 days before the hearing. Notice of the hearing shall also be given to
property owners in the assessment district pursuant to Act No. 162 of the Public Acts of 1962, being sections
211.741 to 211.746 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The irrigation board may provide a form to be substantially
followed in giving this notice.

(4) At the hearing, the department shall submit its report on the petition, and any person is entitled to be heard.
After the hearing, the irrigation board shall make a determination as to the sufficiency of the petition, the
practicability of the irrigation project, and whether the irrigation project should be constructed. If the department
determines that the project should be constructed, it shall issue an appropriate final order of determination.

(5) A final order of determination establishing an irrigation district shall not be issued by the irrigation board until
the board has been served with an order by the department stating that the department has determined that the
proposed irrigation by the proposed irrigation district, as set forth in the petition, supporting papers, and
examinations specified in section 34116, is feasible and within the purpose of this part and that the project can be
constructed and operated in a manner that would not violate the conditions and limitations of section 34101. If the
department by its order determines that the proposed irrigation district cannot be established without violating a
condition or limitation of section 34101, its order shall be final and further action for the formation of the proposed
irrigation district shall not be taken by the irrigation board. Land in the irrigation district shall not be eliminated
from or added to that land tentatively determined to be assessed without a rehearing after notice, as provided in this
section. The irrigation district is legally established after entry of the final order of determination.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995
Popular Name: Act 451
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