
FOREIGN TRADE BRANCH OF DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

Act 23 of 1968

AN ACT to create a foreign trade branch of the marketing section of the department of
agriculture; and to prescribe its powers and duties.

History: 1968, Act 23, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1968 
Compiler's Notes: For transfer of powers and duties of the Foreign Trade Branch of the Marketing
Section and the World Trade Services Division from the Department of Agriculture to the Department of
Commerce, see E.R.O. No. 1991-11 compiled at MCL 447.211 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

447.121 Foreign trade branch of department of agriculture marketing section; creation.

Sec. 1.

     There is created a foreign trade branch of the marketing section in the department of
agriculture.

History: 1968, Act 23, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1968 
Compiler's Notes: For transfer of powers and duties of the Foreign Trade Branch of the Marketing
Section and the World Trade Services Division from the Department of Agriculture to the Department of
Commerce, see E.R.O. No. 1991-11 compiled at MCL 447.211 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.For
transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the division of international
commerce and foreign trade branch to the department of commerce and the authority, powers, duties,
functions, and responsibilities of the Michigan international office, Michigan department of commerce, to
the Michigan international trade authority, see E.R.O. No. 1994-3, compiled at MCL 447.212 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

447.122 Foreign trade branch; performance of duties within appropriations.

Sec. 2.

     The foreign trade branch within available appropriations shall perform the duties of the
branch prescribed by section 3. 

History: 1968, Act 23, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1968 
Compiler's Notes: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the division
of international commerce and foreign trade branch to the department of commerce and the authority,
powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Michigan international office, Michigan department
of commerce, to the Michigan international trade authority, see E.R.O. No. 1994-3, compiled at MCL
447.212 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

447.123 Foreign trade branch; powers and duties.

Sec. 3.

     The foreign trade branch shall:
    (a) Conduct research on foreign laws and regulations affecting sales of agricultural products
of this state abroad.
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    (b) Identify foreign markets for agricultural commodities.
    (c) Identify products of this state for promotion abroad.
    (d) Design and execute commodity programs for individual country markets.
    (e) Conduct programs to encourage greater awareness and participation of the farm
community of this state in export sales.
    (f) Encourage and assist the expansion of international activities by the various commodity
commissions.
    (g) Encourage and assist the expansion of international activities by farm organizations.
    (h) Coordinate relationships and communications with the foreign agriculture service,
national commodity groups, United States bureau of commerce, national trade associations
and other national agencies in requests for agriculture trade leads either for Michigan suppliers
or in cooperation with suppliers in other states.
    (i) Encourage Michigan agricultural industry participation in F.A.S. and bureau of
commerce sponsored trade fairs and missions.
    (j) Organize, correlate and implement state, industry and commodity groups on foreign
visits and trade missions; selecting potential market areas; developing and publishing market
surveys for potential penetration by Michigan suppliers.
    (k) Conduct foreign market research to determine areas where promotion of Michigan
products should be concentrated.
    (l) Develop or cause to be developed, multilingual promotional materials for foreign
distribution. Develop English versions of foreign promotional presentations for domestic
markets and be responsible for appropriate distribution of all trade material developed to aid
Michigan shippers and foreign buyers.

History: 1968, Act 23, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1968 
Compiler's Notes: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the division
of international commerce and foreign trade branch to the department of commerce and the authority,
powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Michigan international office, Michigan department
of commerce, to the Michigan international trade authority, see E.R.O. No. 1994-3, compiled at MCL
447.212 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
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