AERONAUTICSCODE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
Act 327 of 1945

AN ACT relating to aeronautics in this state; providing for the devel opment and regulation of aeronautics;
creating a state aeronautics commission; prescribing powers and duties; providing for the licensing,
registration, and supervision and control of al aircraft, airports and landing fields, schools of aviation, flying
clubs, airmen, aviation instructors, airport managers, manufacturers, dealers, and commercial operation in
intrastate commerce; providing for rules pertaining thereto; prescribing a privilege tax for the use of the
aeronautical facilities on the lands and waters of this state; providing for the acquisition, development, and
operation of airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities by this state, by political subdivisions, or
by airport authorities; providing for the incorporation of airport authorities and providing for the powers,
duties, and obligations of airport authorities, providing for the transfer of airport management to airport
authorities, including the transfer of airport liabilities, employees, and operational jurisdiction; providing
jurisdiction of crimes, torts, and contracts, providing police powers for those entrusted to enforce this act;
providing for civil liability of owners, operators, and others; making hunting from aircraft unlawful; providing
for a repair station operators lien; providing for appeals from rules or orders issued by the commission;
providing for the transfer from the Michigan board of aeronautics to the aeronautics commission all properties
and funds held by the board of aeronautics, providing for a state aeronautics fund and making an
appropriation therefor; prescribing penalties; and making uniform the law with reference to state devel opment
and regulation of aeronautics.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 Am. 1958, Act 114, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;0 Am. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. duly 8,
1976;00 Am. 2002, Act 90, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 2002;00 Am. 2015, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June 30, 2015.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

CHAPTERI
DECLARATION OF INTENT.

259.1 Aeronautics code; declaration of intent.

Sec. 1. It is hereby declared that the purpose of this act is to further the public interest and aeronautical
progress by providing for the protection and promotion of safety in aeronautics; by cooperating in effecting a
uniformity of the laws relating to the development and regulation of aeronautics in the several states; by
revising existing statutes relative to the development and regulation of aeronautics so as to grant to a state
agency such power and impose upon it such duties that the state may properly perform its functions relative to
aeronautics and effectively exercise its jurisdiction over persons and property within such jurisdiction, may
develop a statewide system of airports, may cooperate with and assist the political subdivisions of this state
and others engaged in aeronautics, and may encourage and develop aeronautics; by establishing uniform
regulations, consistent with federa regulations and those of other states, in order that those engaged in
aeronautics of every character may so engage with the least possible restriction, consistent with the safety and
the rights of others; and by providing for cooperation with the federal authorities and the authorities of this
state to eliminate costly and unnecessary duplication of functions.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;(1 CL 1948, 259.1.

Compiler'snote: The catchlines following the act section numbers were incorporated as part of the act as enacted.

CHAPTER IA

259.1a Discrimination prohibited.

Sec. la. Notwithstanding any existing regulation to the contrary, operation of aircraft shall not be regulated
on the basis of an individual's race, religion, creed, color, national origin, gender, or ancestry.

History: Add. 1998, Act 268, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1998.

CHAPTERII
DEFINITIONS.

259.2 Definitions; A.

Sec. 2. Asused in this act:

(8 “Accident” means an event involving an aircraft that is in-flight or taxiing, resulting in death or injury
to any person, damage to the aircraft affecting its ability to safely operate, or damage to public property or
property of another person.
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(b) “Aeronautical facilities’ means any device, physical or otherwise, that is an object of nature or that is
human-made, that aids and is used in aeronautics.

(c) “Aeronautics’ means any act or matter that treats or deals with flight in the airspace.

(d) “Air navigation” means the operation or navigation of aircraft in the airspace over the land and waters
of this state.

(e) “Aircraft” means any contrivance used or designed for navigation of or flight in the air.

(f) “Aircraft, civil” means any aircraft other than a public aircraft.

(g) “Aircraft, public’ means any aircraft used exclusively in the service of any government or of any
political subdivision of a government, including the government of any state, territory, or possession of the
United States, or the District of Columbia, but not including any government-owned aircraft engaged in
carrying persons or property for commercia purposes.

(h) “Airman” means any individual, including the 1 in command, and any pilot, mechanic, or member of
the crew, who engages in the navigation of aircraft while under way, and any individual who is in charge of
the inspection, overhauling, or repair of aircraft, and any individual who serves in the capacity of aircraft
dispatcher or air traffic control tower operator.

(i) “Airport” means any location, either on land or water, that is used for the landing or take-off of aircraft,
and includes the buildings and facilities, if any, on that location.

(j) “Airport approach plan” means a plan, or an amendment to a plan, adopted under section 12 of the
airport zoning act, 1950 (Ex Sess) PA 23, MCL 259.442.

(k) “Airport layout plan” means a plan, or an amendment to a plan, that shows current or proposed layout
of an airport and that is approved by the commission.

() “Airport manager” means any individual who is properly appointed and designated by the airport owner
as the airport manager, and who is responsible for the supervision and operation of the airport to the airport
owner.

(m) “Airspace approval” means that approval issued by the appropriate federal authority pertaining to the
safe and efficient use of airspace by aircraft for an established or proposed airport or landing field.

(n) “Airspace, navigable” means airspace at and above the minimum flight atitudes prescribed in the
federal air regulations including airspace needed for safe takeoff and landing.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.2;(J Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.3 Definitions; B to D.

Sec. 3. Asused in this act:

(a) “Baloon” means a lighter-than-air aircraft that is not engine driven and that sustains flight through the
use of either gas buoyancy or an airborne heater.

(b) “Commercial activity or operations’ means an activity or operation such as the sale of gasoline or ail,
the soliciting or engaging in charter flying or flight instruction, the provision of shelter or the tie-down of an
aircraft, the overhaul or repair of an aircraft or of engines, or other activity or operation that offers aeronautic
facilities or services to the public.

(c) “Commission” means the Michigan aeronautics commission.

(d) “Dedler” means a person engaged in the business of purchasing, selling, brokering, exchanging, or
dealing in aircraft parts or in aircraft of atype required to be registered.

(e) “Deca plate’ means that distinctive tab, sticker, decal, or plate issued by the commission with the
registration certificate for an aircraft.

(f) “Department” means the state transportation department, bureau of aeronautics.

(g) “Director” means the deputy director of the department, bureau of aeronautics who is the director of the
Michigan aeronautics commission.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.3;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;C1 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.4 Definitions; F, G.

Sec. 4. Asused in this act:

(a) “Flight instructor” means any person who possesses a valid flight instructor certificate or other airman
certificate issued by the federal aviation administration authorizing that individual to instruct in aircraft.

(b) “Flight school” means any person providing or offering to provide flight training leading to pilot or
flight instructor certification, for hire or compensation, and engaged in any of the following:

(i) Advertising or calling oneself aflight school or anything equivalent to aflight school.

(i) Hiring, contracting, or otherwise using 1 or more flight instructors in an endeavor described in this
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section.

(c) “Flying club” means any group of persons owning, leasing, or operating 1 or more aircraft, not for
profit or reward, and using the aircraft for the purpose of providing its members with an aircraft for their
personal use and enjoyment.

(d) “Fuel” means any gasoline, digtillate, benzine, naphtha, benzol, or other volatile and inflammable
liquid produced, compounded, and used for propelling aircraft.

(e) “Garage keeper” means any person who, for hire or reward, publicly offers to store, maintain, keep, or
repair aircraft or any accessory used in the operation of aircraft and to furnish accessories and supplies for
aircraft or any accessory used in the operation of aircraft.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.4;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 63 of 1931.

259.5 Definitions; H, 1.

Sec. 5. Asused in this act:

(a) “Hazards to air navigation” means any obstruction of whatever character, object of natural growth, or
use of land, upon or surrounding or adjacent to an airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility, that
prevents the safe use of the facilities for the take-off or landing of aircraft.

(b) “Heliport” means an area of land, water, or afixed structure used or intended to be used for the landing
and takeoff of helicopters or other rotary wing aircraft.

(c) “Heliport approach surface” means an imaginary plane beginning at the end of the heliport landing area
with the same width as the landing area and extending outward and upward for a horizontal distance of 4,000
feet where its width is 500 feet. The slope of the approach surfaceis 8 to 1.

(d) “Historic aircraft” means an aircraft that is over 30 years old and that is owned solely as a collector's
item or for participation in club activities, exhibitions, tours, parades, or similar uses, but that is not used for
general transportation.

(e) “Hospital” means that term as defined in section 20106 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL
333.20106.

(f) “Hospital heliport” means a heliport limited to serving helicopters engaged in air ambulance or other
hospital-related functions.

(g) “Hospital helistop” means a minimally developed facility for the boarding and discharging of
helicopter crew and passengers and the loading and unloading of helicopter cargo solely for an air ambulance
or other hospital-related functions.

(h) “In-flight” is that time from the beginning of an aircraft's take off run to the end of the landing run.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0 CL 1948, 259.5;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.6 Definitions; L to O.

Sec. 6. Asused in this act:

(a) “Landing area” means an area of an airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility used or intended
for use in landing, taking off, or taxiing of aircraft, excluding area and facilities for shelter, servicing, or repair
of aircraft or for receiving or discharging passengers or cargo.

(b) “Landing field” means any location, either on land or water, that is used for the landing or take-off of
aircraft.

(c) “Manufacturer” means a person engaged in the business of manufacturing aircraft, aircraft engines,
propellers, component parts, appliances, or accessories.

(d) “Nonresident” means a person who is not aresident of this state.

(e) “Operation of aircraft” or “operate aircraft” means the use of aircraft for the purpose of air navigation,
including the navigation or piloting of aircraft. Any person who causes or authorizes the operation of aircraft,
whether with or without the right of legal control in the capacity of owner, lessee, or otherwise, of the aircraft,
is engaging in the operation of aircraft.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0] CL 1948, 259.6;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;0 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.7 Definitions; P to R.

Sec. 7. Asused in this act:

(a) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or other legal
entity.
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(b) "Political subdivision" means a county, city, village, or township of this state, and any other political
subdivision, public corporation, authority, or district in this state that is or may be authorized by law to
acquire, establish, construct, maintain, improve, and operate airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical
facilities.

(c) "Private landing ared' means any location, either on land or water, that is used for the takeoff or
landing of aircraft and the use of which is restricted to the owner or persons authorized by the owner.
Notwithstanding any existing limitation or regulation to the contrary, the owner and any person authorized by
the owner has the right to use the private landing area. Commercial operations shall not be conducted on a
private landing area.

(d) "Public use facility" means an airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility that is available for
use by the general public without prior approval of the owner or operator.

(e) "Qualified airport" means that term as defined in section 1009.

(f) "Rule" means a rule promulgated pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306,
MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;01 CL 1948, 259.7;01 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;01 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002;,00 Am. 2015, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 22, 2016.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 177 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 4801; Act 53 of 1931; and Act 264 of 1939.

259.8 Definitions; S.

Sec. 8. Asused in this act:

(a) “Seaplane” means an aircraft that is capable of landing and taking off on the water.

(b) “Seaplane base” means an area of water used or intended to be used for the landing and takeoff of
aircraft, together with appurtenant shoreside buildings and facilities.

(c) “State approach surface” means an imaginary plane longitudinally centered on the extended runway
centerline and extending outward and upward from each end of the state primary surface.

(d) “State primary surface” means a surface longitudinally centered on a runway. For a paved runway, the
state primary surface extends 200 feet beyond each end of that runway for an unpaved runway or a planned
paved runway, the state primary surface ends at each end of that runway. The elevation of any point on the
state primary surface is the same as the elevation of the nearest point on the runway centerline. The width of a
state primary surface is as follows:

(i) One hundred feet for basic utility airports.

(it) Two hundred and fifty feet for general utility airports.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.8;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.9 Definitions; T to V.

Sec. 9. Asused in this act:

(a) “Taxi” means the moving of an aircraft under its own power either on the ground or on the surface of
the water, prior to the beginning of the take-off run and after the end of the landing run.

(b) “Temporary commercial operations’ means any commercial operation conducted for a period not to
exceed 120 days per calendar year.

(c) “Ultralight” means an aircraft meeting requirements of 14 C.F.R. part 103.

(d) “Vehicle” means any devicein, upon, or by which a person or property is or may be transported, except
an aircraft.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.9;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;C1 Am. 2000, Act
382, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2001;00 Am. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 177 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 4801; Act 53 of 1931; and Act 264 of 1939.

259.10a, 259.11 Repealed. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.
Compiler'snote: The repealed sections pertained to “airport manager,”“ airspace approval,” and “airspace, navigable” defined.

259.12-259.14 Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Compiler'snote: The repealed sections pertained to “ airspace reservations,”“aviation instructor,” and “aviation school” defined.

259.15, 259.15a Repealed. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Compiler'snote: The repealed sections pertained to definitions of certain terms.

259.15b Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to “decal plate” defined.
Rendered Friday, May 28, 2021 Page 4 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 19 of 2021

O Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



259.16-259.22 Repealed. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.
Compiler'snote: The repealed sections pertained to definitions of certain terms.

259.22a Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to “ operation under certificate of public convenience and necessity” defined.

259.23-259.25e Repealed. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Compiler'snote: The repealed sections pertained to definitions of certain terms.

CHAPTERIII
AERONAUTICS DEPARTMENT—CREATION—MEMBERSHIP—FUNDS.

259.26 Michigan aeronautics commission; creation; membership; appointment; terms.

Sec. 26. (1) There is created and established an aeronautics commission to be known as the Michigan
aeronautics commission.

(2) The commission shall consist of the director of the state transportation department, the director of the
department of state police, the director of the department of natural resources, the director of the department
of military affairs, and 5 other members who shall be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent
of the senate and who shall continue in office until their successors are appointed.

(3) Members of the commission shall be appointed for terms of 4 years.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;01 CL 1948, 259.26;(1 Am. 1992, Act 308, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993.

Transfer of powers: See MCL 16.333 and 247.821.

Former law: See section laof Act 177 of 1929; Act 53 of 1931.

259.27 Director of aeronautics; appointment; qualifications, duties, compensation and
expenses.

Sec. 27. Director of aeronautics. There is hereby established and created the office of director of
aeronautics within the department of aeronautics. The director shall be appointed by the commission, to serve
for an indefinite term, during his efficient, honest and businessliike execution of his duties. He shall be
appointed with due regard to his fitness and by reason of his aeronautical knowledge and practical experience
in the field of aeronautics. He shall devote his entire time to the duties of his office as required and prescribed
by this act, and shall not be actively engaged or employed in any other business, vocation, or employment,
nor shall he have any pecuniary interest in or any stock in or bonds of any civil aeronautics enterprise. He
shall receive such compensation as the commission may determine and shall be reimbursed for all traveling
and other expenses incurred by him in the discharge of his official duties.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.27.

259.28 Commissioners of aeronautics; appointment, qualifications.

Sec. 28. Qualifications of commissioners. Those of the members of the commission who shall be appointed
by the governor shal be selected with due regard to their fitness and by reason of their aeronautical
knowledge and practical experience in the field of aeronautics.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.28.

259.29 Commissioners of aeronautics; salary and expenses.

Sec. 29. Salary of commissioners. No member of the commission shall receive any salary for his services
as a commissioner and each may be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred by him in
performance of his duties as a commissioner.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;01 CL 1948, 259.29.

Former law: See section laof Act 177 of 1929; Act 53 of 1931.

259.30 Commissioners of aeronautics; removal.

Sec. 30. Removal of commissioners. The members of the commission may be removed by the governor for
inefficiency, neglect of duty, misuse of office, or malfeasance in office, in the manner provided by law for the
removal of other public officersfor like causes.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.30.

259.31 Aeronautics commission; organization, meetings and reports.
Sec. 31. Organization of commission, meetings, reports. The commission shall, immediately upon its
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appointment, organize, adopt a seal for the department of aeronautics, and make, amend, and revise such rules
and regulations for its administration not inconsistent herewith as it may deem expedient. At such
organization meeting the commission shall elect from among its members a chairman and a vice-chairman to
serve for 1 year and annually thereafter shall elect such officers; each to serve until his successor is appointed
and qualified. No action shall be taken by the commission by less than a majority of its members.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.31.
Administrativerules: R 259.201 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

259.32 Repealed. 2018, Act 297, Imd. Eff. June 29, 2018.

Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to aeronautics commission biennial report to governor.

259.33 Aeronautics commission; assistants and expenses.

Sec. 33. Office and expense—employees of department of aeronautics. The commission is hereby
authorized to employ such assistants, clerks, stenographers, and other help, and to make such expenditures as
it may deem necessary for the carrying out of the provisions of this act.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.33.
Former law: See section 6 of Act 177 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 4806.

259.34 State aeronautics fund; qualified airport fund.

Sec. 34. (1) The state aeronautics fund is created. All money received from aviation fuel taxes imposed
under section 203(1), the portion of sales and use taxes to be deposited into the state aeronautics fund under
section 25 of the general sales tax act, 1933 PA 167, MCL 205.75, and section 21 of the use tax act, 1937 PA
94, MCL 205.111, any money required to be deposited into the state aeronautics fund under section 35(3), and
all money received from licensing of schools of aviation, airports, landing fields, airport managers,
registration of aircraft and airmen, and from the operation of state operated airports, landing fields, and other
aeronautical facilities, must be paid into the state treasury and credited to the state aeronautics fund.

(2) The qualified airport fund is created. All money to be deposited into the qualified airport fund under
section 25 of the general sales tax act, 1933 PA 167, MCL 205.75, and section 21 of the use tax act, 1937 PA
94, MCL 205.111, must be paid into the state treasury and credited to the qualified airport fund.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.334;0] Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2015, Act
259, Eff. Mar. 22, 2016.

Former law: See section 3 of Act 160 of 1931; Act 193 of 1935.

259.35 State aeronautics fund; qualified airport fund; appropriations; use of money
disbursed to operator; finding of noncompliance with federal requirements; disbursement;
report; "ordinance" defined.

Sec. 35. (1) All money in and credited to the state aeronautics fund created under section 34(1) is
appropriated for carrying out this act, and to meet the expenses of the department. However, money in and
credited to the state aeronautics fund is not appropriated for carrying out subsection (2), except as provided in
subsection (4). Upon appropriation, the state treasurer may draw a warrant on the state treasury to make
payments in the amounts and to the persons as directed by the department subject to approval and release by
the state administrative board of the authorized amounts. However, money appropriated under this subsection
or later made available must not be expended on an aviation project not carried out under the supervision and
direction of the department.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), all money in and credited to the qualified airport fund created under section
34(2) is appropriated for carrying out the purposes described in this subsection. On a quarterly basis, the state
treasurer shall disburse from the qualified airport fund to the operator of a qualified airport an amount equal to
the amount deposited into the qualified airport fund. If there is more than 1 qualified airport the state treasurer
shall disburse the amount deposited into the qualified airport fund to each operator of aqualified airport in the
same proportion that the amount of taxable gallons of fuel sold at the qualified airport during the preceding
fiscal year bears to the total amount of taxable gallons of fuel sold at al qualified airports during the
preceding fiscal year. An operator of a qualified airport shall use money disbursed to the operator under this
subsection in the following order of priority:

(a) For deposit in a bond and interest redemption account created by ordinance of the qualified airport
solely to pay the next scheduled payments for revenue bonds issued by the operator of the qualified airport
pursuant to an ordinance under the revenue bond act of 1933, 1933 PA 94, MCL 141.101 to 141.140, to
finance capital improvements to landing areas at the qualified airport. The capital improvements to landing
areas may include, but are not limited to, runway and taxiway design, construction, repair or rehabilitation,
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lighting, drainage systems, land acquisition, airfield roadways, noise mitigation systems, deicing pads, and
surveillance systems at the qualified airport.

(b) To defray the costs of capital improvements to landing areas of the qualified airport. The capital
improvements to landing areas may include, but are not limited to, runway and taxiway design, construction,
repair or rehabilitation, lighting, drainage systems, land acquisition, airfield roadways, noise mitigation
systems, deicing pads, and surveillance systems at the qualified airport.

(3) If the Federal Aviation Administration or a federal court of competent jurisdiction issues a final
decision, decision and order, or order in a proceeding finding that the deposit or credit of money to the
qualified airport fund under this act, section 25 of the general sales tax act, 1933 PA 167, MCL 205.75, and
section 21 of the use tax act, 1937 PA 94, MCL 205.111, does not comply with, or disbursements from the
qualified airport fund as authorized under subsection (2) do not comply with, the federal airport revenue use
requirements under 49 USC 47107(b) or 49 USC 47133, the state treasurer shall transfer money in the
qualified airport fund to the state aeronautics fund as necessary to comply with the final decision, decision
and order, or order. The state treasurer shall only transfer money from the qualified airport fund under this
subsection while the final decision, decision and order, or order isin effect and binding on this state.

(4) The department shall, on a quarterly basis, disburse all money transferred from the qualified airport
fund to the state aeronautics fund under subsection (3) to the operator of a qualified airport. The department
shall not disburse money under this subsection if the disbursement would violate the terms of the fina
decision, decision and order, or order of the Federal Aviation Administration or federal court. If there is more
than 1 qualified airport, the department shall disburse the money to each operator of a qualified airport in the
same proportion that the amount of taxable gallons of fuel sold at the qualified airport during the preceding
fiscal year bears to the total amount of taxable gallons of fuel sold at @l qualified airports during the
preceding fiscal year. An operator of a qualified airport that receives money under this subsection shall only
use the money for the purposes, and in the order of priority, described in subsection (2).

(5) By April 1, 2017, and by April 1 of each year after 2017, the operator of a qualified airport shall file a
report with the department describing how the money disbursed to the operator of the qualified airport under
this section was spent or otherwise used by the operator of the qualified airport during the preceding calendar
year. The report must be on aform or in aformat prescribed or approved by the department.

(6) As used in this section, "ordinance" means that term as defined in section 3 of the revenue bond act of
1933, 1933 PA 94, MCL 141.103.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;(] CL 1948, 259.35;0] Am. 2002, Act 352, Imd. Eff. May 23, 2002;01 Am. 2015, Act
258, Eff. Mar. 22, 2016.

Former law: See section 6 of Act 160 of 1931; Act 193 of 1935.

259.36 Transfer of properties from board of aeronautics to department of aeronautics.

Sec. 36. Transfer from Michigan board of aeronautics to department of aeronautics. All matters which have
heretofore come under the jurisdiction of, handled and executed by the board of aeronautics, as well as all
physical propertiesin possession or control of the board of aeronautics, are hereby transferred to the Michigan
department of aeronautics.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.36.

CHAPTER IV

GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF AERONAUTICS COMMISSION AND DIRECTOR OF
AERONAUTICS.

259.51 Aeronautics commission; powers and duties generally.

Sec. 51. (1) The commission has general supervision over aeronautics within this state. The commission
shall encourage, foster, and participate with and provide grants to the political subdivisions of this state in the
development of aeronautics within this state. The commission shall establish and encourage the establishment
of airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities. The commission shall promulgate rules that it
considers necessary and advisable for the public safety governing the designing, laying out, location, building,
equipping, and operation of airports and landing fields and shall exercise exclusive authority to approve the
location and operation of airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities within the state, so as to
assure a uniformity in regulations covering agronautics. In order to implement this act, the commission may
establish programs of state financial assistance in the form of grants, leases, loans, and purchases, or a
combination of grants, leases, loans, and purchases, for assisting political subdivisions or other persons. The
commission shall not grant an exclusive right for the use of an aeronautical facility. The commission may by
the issuance of appropriate and effective rules register pilot's certificates issued by the civil aeronautics
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authority or other similar federal authority to resident pilots of the state for which it may charge a fee not to
exceed $5.00; govern and regulate commercial operations in intrastate commerce for which it may charge a
fee of not more than $25.00; and provide for the licensing of aircraft dealers for which it may charge a fee of
not more than $25.00.

(2) The commission shall cooperate with and assist the federal government, state governments, authorities
of political subdivisions, and individuals engaged in aeronautics or the development of aeronautics, and shall
seek to coordinate the aeronautical activities of these entities. The commission may confer with or hold joint
hearings with any federal or state governments, their agencies, the authorities of political subdivisions, and
individuals, in connection with any matter arising under this act, and avail itself of the cooperation, services,
records, and facilities of those agencies in the administration and enforcement of this act. The commission
shall reciprocate by furnishing governments and their agencies its cooperation, services, records, and
facilities, insofar as may be practicable.

(3) The commission may perform acts, issue and amend orders, and make, promulgate, and amend
reasonable general or special rules and procedures, and establish minimum standards, consistent with this act,
which it considers necessary to implement this act and to perform its duties under this act, all commensurate
with and for the purpose of protecting and insuring the general public interest, health, welfare, and safety. The
commission may adopt and enforce the provisions of the currently effective federal legisation governing
aeronautics. The commission shall promulgate rules to implement this act. The commission may deviate from
or add to rules if necessary for the public safety and for the safety of aircraft and airmen within the state. A
rule of the commission shall not apply to aeronautical facilities owned by the federal government.

(4) For the safety of aircraft and airmen within this state the commission may designate, establish, or
modify a state airways system. The commission may publish and distribute maps, charts, and information
relating to that system.

(5) The commission, a commission member or employee, the director, and every state, county, and
municipal officer charged with the enforcement of state and municipa laws shall enforce and assist in the
enforcement of this act and of rules promulgated under this act, and of all other laws of this state relating to
aeronautics. In the aid of enforcement, general police powers are conferred upon the commission, each of its
members, the director, and the officers and employees of the commission designated by the commission to
exercise those powers. The commission is further authorized to enforce this act and rules promulgated under
this act by injunction in the circuit court. The prosecuting attorney of the county in which an offense is
committed shall prosecute offenders against this act and other aeronautical laws of this state, or any rule
promulgated under this act or order issued by the commission. When a complaint is made before a municipal
court in a city having such a court, or the district court in the county, district, or political subdivision in which
venue is proper, that court may take cognizance, hear, try, and determine such matters and pass sentence upon
offenders in accordance with law.

(6) The commission, a commission member, the director, or an employee designated by the commission
may hold investigations, inquiries, and hearings concerning matters covered by this act, aircraft accidents, or
orders and rules of the commission. Each person designated may administer oaths and affirmations, certify to
official acts, issue subpoenas, and compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses, and the production of
papers, books, and documents. In case of failure to comply with a subpoena or order issued under this act, the
commission, or its authorized representative, may invoke the aid of a court of general jurisdiction. The court
may order the witness to comply with the requirements of the subpoena or order, or to give evidence touching
the matter in question. Failure to obey the order of the court may be punished by the court as contempt.

(7) In order to facilitate investigations by the commission in the interest of public safety and devel opment
of aeronautics, the reports of investigations or hearings, or any part of them, shall not be admitted in evidence
or used for any purpose in an action or proceeding growing out of a matter referred to in the investigation,
hearing, or report, except in case of crimina or other proceedings instituted in behalf of the state under this
act or any other law of this state relating to aeronautics. A commissioner, director, or an officer or employee
of the commission shall not be required to testify to facts ascertained in, or information gained by reason of,
his or her official capacity, or be required to testify as an expert witness in an action or proceeding involving
an aircraft. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the commission may make available to appropriate
federal and state agencies information and material developed in the course of its hearings and investigations.

(8) For the purposes of executing its powers and duties under this act, the commission, upon
recommendations to the state administrative board, may enter into necessary contracts.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0] CL 1948, 259.51;(] Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;01 Am. 1969, Act 288,
Imd. Eff. Aug. 11, 1969;0 Am. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;00 Am. 1982, Act 385, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;0] Am. 1996, Act 370,
Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;0 Am. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.
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Former law: See section 2 of Act 177 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 4802; Act 53 of 1931; Act 264 of 1939.
Administrativerules: R 259.201 et seq. and R 259.241 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

259.52 Director of aeronautics; powers and duties.

Sec. 52. Powers and duties of director of aeronautics. The director of aeronautics shall be the executive
officer of the commission and department of aeronautics and under the commission's supervision shall
administer the provisions of thisand all other acts relating to aeronautics within this state.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.52.

259.53 Director of aeronautics; powers delegated.

Sec. 53. Delegation of powers to director of aeronautics. The commission may delegate to the director of
aeronautics any of the powers or duties vested in or imposed upon it by this act. Such delegated powers and
duties may be exercised by such director in the name of the commission.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.53.

259.54 Cooperation with federal government; compliance with federal laws and regulations
for expenditure of federal money; receipt and disbursement of federal and other money;
commission as agent of state; deposit of money in state treasury; commission assistance
in preparation of airport projects; cost.

Sec. 54. (1) The commission may cooperate with the government of the United States and any agency or
department thereof, in the acquisition, construction, improvement, maintenance, and operation of airports,
landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities in this state where federal financial aid is received. The
commission shall comply with the laws of the United States and any regulations made under those laws for
the expenditure of federal money upon airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities for which
federal financial aid isreceived.

(2) The commission may accept, receive, receipt for, and disburse, federal or other money for and in behalf
of this state or a political subdivision of this state, for the acquisition, construction, improvement,
maintenance, and operation of airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities in this state. In each
case, the commission shall act as agent of the political subdivision of this state in accepting, receiving,
receipting for, and disbursing such money in behalf of the palitical subdivision. The governing body of a
political subdivision in this state may designate the commission as its agent for these purposes, as provided in
section 135.

(3) Money accepted for disbursement by the commission pursuant to subsection (2) shall be deposited in
the state treasury and dishursed in accordance with the provisions of the respective grants and the fiscal
procedures of the state treasurer.

(4) The commission may assist political subdivisions of this state in the preparation of airport projects
under federal statutes that provide federal funding of the airport and airway system, by the furnishing of
engineering or other technical services. The cost for such assistance shall be chargeable to the airport project
and reimbursable to the commission in accordance with the federal statute providing federal funding as
allowable project costs, and deposited to the planning and engineering fund for use on future projects.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.54;[01 Am. 1948, 1st Ex. Sess., Act 32, Imd. Eff. May 10, 1948;0
Am. 1982, Act 466, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1982.

259.55 Enforcement officers.

Sec. 55. (1) The commission may prescribe the duties and conditions of employment of its enforcement
officers. The officers shall be law enforcement officers of the state and shall have the authority of police
officers as provided by law, except as otherwise provided in this section. The officers shall be vested with
power and authority of deputy sheriffs except that such power and authority shall be restricted to the
investigation and enforcement of rules promulgated and orders issued by the commission and to the statutes
relating to Michigan airports and the Michigan aeronautics code. The officers may issue summons, make
arrests, and initiate criminal proceedings against offenders. The commission shall be responsible for all
actions of its officers committed under color of their official position and authority.

(2) A summons issued by the law enforcement officers of the commission for violations of the aeronautics
code, the statutes relating to Michigan airports, or the rules and orders promulgated by the commission, shall
be answerable before the recorder's court or municipal court of the city in which the violation took place or
before the district court in the county, district or political subdivision in which the violation took place.

History: Add. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976.

Administrativerules: R 259.201 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.
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CHAPTERV
REGULATION OF AIRCRAFT, AIRMEN, AIRPORTS AND AIR INSTRUCTION.

259.76 Registration of aircraft generally.

Sec. 76. (1) An aircraft tied down, moored, hangared, or based within this state and the number assigned to
that aircraft by the federal aviation administration shall be registered annualy with the commission and a
registration fee paid. An aircraft shall not be issued a state registration certificate when it does not have a
valid and effective registration certificate as issued by the federal aviation administration or a foreign
government.

(2) Anaircraft shall be subject to the registration provisions of this act except when it is 1 of the following:

(a) An aircraft engaged in scheduled passenger service flying in interstate or foreign commerce or in that
part of interstate or foreign commerce which is intrastate in character, and operating exclusively under the
provisions of afederal certificate issued under 14 CFR Part 121.

(b) An aircraft owned by the United States government.

(c) An aircraft of a resident of another state or an aircraft of a resident of this state that is tied down,
moored, hangared, or based within another state, having complied with the registration requirements of that
state, and operating within this state for a period of not more than 90 days in a calendar year. This aircraft
shall not engage in intrastate commercial activity within this state.

(d) Aircraft owned by or registered to the United States, aircraft of the civil air patrol, or aircraft licensed
by a foreign country with which the United States has reciprocal relations. This aircraft shall not engage in
commercia activity within this state.

(e) An aircraft which, in the opinion of the commission, isin a condition that would reasonably preclude its
operation during the registration period.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;(1 CL 1948, 259.76;01 Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar, 28, 1963;(1 Am. 1976, Act 191,
Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;00 Am. 1988, Act 391, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1988.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 63 of 1931; Act 169 of 1933; and Act 265 of 1939.

259.76a Operation of aircraft; registration required; registration certificate; application
forms; fees.

Sec. 76a. (1) A person shall not operate nor shall an owner knowingly permit to be operated, except as
provided in this act, an aircraft of a type required to be registered, which is not registered or for which a
current certificate of registration has not been issued, or for which the current fee has not been paid.

(2) A person shall not operate nor shall an owner knowingly permit to be operated, except as provided in
this act, an aircraft of atype required to be registered, unless there is carried in, as required by this act, avalid
registration certificate issued by the commission for the current registration year.

(3) An application for registration shall be made on forms provided by the commission, and shall be signed
and sworn to by the applicant. The registration shall be issued subject to approval of the commission. Fees
shall be paid to the commission in the form of cash paid in person or in the form of a check, money order, or
bank draft made payable to the state of Michigan.

History: Add. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.77 Application for renewal registration; execution and return; payment of registration
fee; expiration of registration; registration fee in lieu of property taxes; rate of registration
fee; penalty for failure to register or pay registration fee; waiver of penalty; postmark date
as date of payment.

Sec. 77. (1) If an aircraft is registered under this act, the commission shall send an application for renewal
registration to the owner of the aircraft on or after November 1 preceding the year to be designated on the
registration. The registration application shall be executed and returned to the commission with payment of
the registration fee as provided by this section before the expiration date of the prior registration. If an owner
of an aircraft fails to receive a registration application form by December 1, he or she shal inform the
commission.

(2) The owner of an aircraft that had not been previously subject to registration under this act but has
become subject to registration under this act shall inform the commission within 30 days after becoming
subject to registration, shall register the aircraft, and shall pay the appropriate fee as provided by this section.

(3) A registration fee shall be payable annually on or before December 31. However, for an aircraft being
registered for the first time, a registration certificate issued after July 1 shall be issued at the rate of 50% of
the annual fee. All aircraft registrations shall expire on January 1 of each year.
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(4) A registration fee shall bein lieu of all property taxes on the aircraft, either general or local.

(5) A registration fee shall be paid at the rate of 1 cent per pound of either maximum gross weight or
maximum takeoff weight, whichever is greater, for which the aircraft is certified under the federal aviation
administration airworthiness certificate.

(6) If an aircraft owner fails to register or pay the aircraft registration fee due under this act by the time
specified, a penalty of $50.00 shall be added if the failure is not more than 1 month, with an additional $5.00
penalty for each additional month or fraction of a month during which the registration fee and penalty are not
paid.

(7) If an aircraft registration fee is not paid within the time specified and it is shown to the satisfaction of
the commission that the failure or refusal was due to reasonable cause and not willful neglect, the penalty may
be waived at the discretion of the director of the state transportation department or his or her designated
representative. The period for which a penalty is assessed shall not exceed 1 year.

(8) If an aircraft registration fee is paid by mail, the postmark date is the date of payment.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.77;00 Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;0 Am. 1976, Act 191,
Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;0] Am. 1988, Act 391, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1988;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 63 of 1937; Act 169 of 1933; and Act 265 of 1939.

259.78 Sale, transfer, or assignment of interest in aircraft; transfer fee.

Sec. 78. When the owner of a registered aircraft sells, transfers, or assigns his or her interest thereto, the
registration certificate issued for that aircraft shall be returned to the commission within 15 days together with
the date and place of sale, transfer, or assignment, the value received, and the name and residence of the
purchaser, transferee, or assignee. Within 15 days the purchaser, transferee, or assignee shall apply for the
transfer of the registration certificate, if the aircraft remains subject to registration as defined in this act. The
feefor the transfer of the registration certificate shall be $5.00.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.78;00 Am. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;00 Am. 1988, Act
391, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1988.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 63 of 1931; Act 169 of 1933; and Act 265 of 1939.

259.79 Carrying or display of registration certificate or assigned number; exception.

Sec. 79. (1) The state registration certificate issued by the commission shall be carried in the aircraft at al
times. Each aircraft shall display the number assigned to it by the United States or aforeign country.

(2) A person shall not carry or display upon an aircraft a registration certificate not issued for the aircraft or
not otherwise lawfully used on the aircraft.

(3) Historic or restored aircraft or an authentic replica of a historic aircraft are not required to display any
external state-required registration markings.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;(0 CL 1948, 259.79;0 Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;00 Am. 1976, Act 191,
Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 63 of 1931; Act 169 of 1933; and Act 265 of 1939.

259.79a Aircraft inspection; access.

Sec. 79a. The commission may cause an aircraft to be inspected at any time to determine its compliance
with the registration requirements of this act. The owner, operating agency, or airman shall give the inspector
or officer representing the commission unhindered and uninterrupted access to the aircraft and to the shelter
or field where the aircraft is located in order to conduct the inspection provided for in this section.

History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.80 Operation of aircraft; airworthiness requirements; operating limitations; waiver.

Sec. 80. (1) A person shall not operate nor an owner knowingly permit to be operated except as provided in
this chapter, an aircraft which does not meet the airworthiness requirements of the United States or a foreign
country.

(2) A person shall not operate nor shall an owner knowingly permit to be operated except as provided in
this chapter an aircraft when the operation is in violation of the operating limitations of that aircraft as
specified by the United States or aforeign country.

(3) This section does not apply to aircraft operated in conformance with the terms of awaiver issued by the
appropriate federal authority.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;(] CL 1948, 259.80;(] Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;01 Am. 1976, Act 191,
Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 63 of 1931; Act 169 of 1933; and Act 265 of 1939.
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259.80a Prohibited conduct.

Sec. 80a. (1) A person shal not navigate an aircraft over; land upon; or fly from; or service, maintain, or
repair an aircraft or an airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility; or conduct an aircraft operation
from an airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility in this state except in conformity with this act.

(2) A person shall not use a licensed aeronautical facility as a base or terminal for a commercia activity
without first securing a written agreement from the airport manager or his or her designated representative
and paying the fees and charges prescribed.

(3) An airport manager or his or her designated representative at al times may take such action authorized
by law as may be necessary in the handling, conduct, and management of the public in attendance at the
licensed aeronautical facility.

(4) A person dedling, at wholesale or retail, in aviation fuel shall acquire and dispense the fuel in
accordance with the laws of this state. A person shall not dispense fuels of different octane from the same
pump.

History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.80b Conformance with standard traffic patterns recommended by federal air regulations;
exceptions; flying aircraft acrobatically; payment of storage, repair, and supply charges;
responsibility for safe operation; report of accident; distance requirements.

Sec. 80b. (1) A person operating an aircraft shall conform to standard traffic patterns recommended by
federal air regulations except as follows:

(8 When meteorological conditions are such that compliance with visual flight rules as prescribed by
federa air regulations is impossible at the prescribed traffic pattern altitudes, altitudes may be reduced as
necessary down to but no lower than altitudes in accordance with the appropriate federal air regulations, this
act, and the rules promulgated under this act.

(b) If local conditions require, and the traffic pattern has been altered to fit these conditions and approved
by the commission.

(2) Aircraft shall conform with properly established local noise abatement procedures.

(3) A person shall not fly an aircraft acrobatically over alicensed aeronautical facility except upon written
authority of the airport manager, and then only when the site is closed to traffic.

(4) Airmen, before departing from a licensed aeronautical facility, shall make satisfactory arrangements for
the payment of storage, repair, and supply charges.

(5) The owner, operator, or pilot of an arcraft, or a person to whom he or she has given permission to use
the aircraft, is directly responsible for its safe operation.

(6) When an aircraft isinvolved in an accident in this state that causes injury or death, the owner or person
in control of the aircraft shall immediately report the accident to the nearest state police post.

(7) A person shall not operate an aircraft in a careless or reckless manner so as to endanger, or be likely to
endanger, the life or property of another. Other than at alicensed or approved landing area, a person shall not
fly an aircraft less than 25 feet (7.6 meters) above the ground at the field boundary, or closer than 25 feet (7.6
meters) to any object or structure while landing or taking off.

(8) A person shal not fly an aircraft within 500 feet (153 meters) of another aircraft, except by
prearrangement of each aircraft's pilot in command.

History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.80c Disposal of wrecked aircraft; report by participants in accident; admission of
investigations or hearings as evidence; testimony as expert witness.

Sec. 80c. (1) An aircraft owner, pilot, or authorized agent is responsible for the prompt disposa of a
wrecked aircraft and its parts to avoid interference with aircraft operations, unless specifically directed by the
airport manager, commission, state police, or appropriate federal agency to delay remova pending
investigation.

(2) Participants in an accident at or near a licensed aeronautical facility shall report to the airport manager
or responsible authorities as soon after an accident as possible, furnishing their names, addresses, and
rendering required reports.

(3) Reports of investigations or hearings, or any part of investigations or hearings, shall not be admitted in
evidence or used for any purpose pertaining to a matter referred to in an investigation, hearing, or report,
except in case of criminal or other proceedings in behalf of the commission.

(4) An officer or employee of the commission or the state transportation department shall not be required
to testify as an expert witnessin an action involving an aircraft.
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History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.80d Landing aircraft.

Sec. 80d. (1) An aircraft shall not land, except in an emergency, on private property, other than upon
recognized landing areas, unless express permission is secured from the owner or lessee.

(2) A person shall not land an aircraft on a public highway, except in an emergency. A person shall not
operate an aircraft on a public highway unless traffic is controlled by law enforcement officials.
Lighter-than-air and emergency evacuation aircraft may take off and land on any public highway with
prearranged traffic control.

History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.80e Locations for flying of aircraft; limitations; altitude.

Sec. 80e. (1) Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, an aircraft shall not be flown at the following
locations:

(a) Over any congested area of a city or village at an dtitude below that which, if a power unit fails, will
permit an emergency landing without undue hazard to persons or property on the surface, and in no case less
than 1,000 feet above the highest obstacle within a horizontal radius of 2,000 feet from the aircraft.

(b) Over any other area at an altitude of less than 500 feet (153 meters) above the surface, except over open
water or sparsely populated areas, in which case the aircraft shall not be operated less than 500 feet from any
person, vessel, vehicle, or structure.

(2) A helicopter may be flown at atitudes less than the minimums prescribed in subsection (1), if the
operation is conducted without hazard to persons or property on the surface.

History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.80f Possessing, carrying, or attempting to possess certain items in sterile area of
airport; prohibitions; violations; penalties; exceptions; other violations; consecutive terms
of imprisonment; definitions.

Sec. 80f. (1) Anindividual shall not possess, carry, or attempt to possess or carry any of the following in a
sterile area of acommercial airport:

() Firearm.

(b) Explosive.

(c) Knife with a blade of any length.

(d) Razor, box cutter, or item with asimilar blade.

(e) Dangerous weapon.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), an individua who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or
both.

(3) An individua who violates subsection (1) while doing any of the following is guilty of a felony
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both:

(a) Getting on or attempting to get on an aircraft.

(b) Placing, attempting to place, or attempting to have placed on an aircraft an item listed in subsection (1).

(c) Committing or attempting to commit afelony.

(4) This section does not apply to any of the following:

(a) A peace officer of a duly authorized police agency of this state, a political subdivision of this state,
another state, a political subdivision of another state, or the United States.

(b) An individual regularly employed by the department of corrections and authorized in writing by the
director of the department of corrections to possess or carry an item listed in subsection (1) during the
performance of his or her duties or while going to or returning from his or her duties.

(c) A member of the United States army, air force, navy, marine corps, or coast guard while possessing or
carrying an item listed in subsection (1) in the line of duty.

(d) A member of the national guard, armed forces reserves, or other duly authorized military organization
while on duty or drill or while possessing or carrying an item listed in subsection (1) for purposes of that
military organization.

(e) Security personnel employed to enforce federal regulations for access to a sterile area.

(f) A court officer while engaged in his or her duties as a court officer as authorized by a court.

(9) An airline or airport employee as authorized by his or her employer.

(5) This section does not prohibit the individual from being charged with, convicted of, or punished for any
other violation of law committed by that individual while violating this section.
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(6) A term of imprisonment imposed under this section may be served consecutively to any other term of
imprisonment imposed for aviolation of law arising out of the same transaction.

(7) Asused in this section:

(a) “Commercial airport” means an airport that has regularly scheduled commercial flights to and from
other destinations.

(b) “Felony” means that term as defined in section 1 of chapter | of the code of criminal procedure, 1927
PA 175, MCL 761.1, or a violation of a law of the United States that is designated as a felony or that is
punishable by death or by imprisonment for more than 1 year.

(c) “Sterile area” meansthat term as defined in 14 C.F.R. 107.1.

History: Add. 2001, Act 225, Eff. Apr. 1, 2002.

259.80g Operation of ultralight.

Sec. 80g. (1) A person shall not operate an ultralight in a manner that creates a hazard to other persons or
property.

(2) A person shall not allow an object to be dropped from an ultralight if it creates a hazard to other
persons or property.

(3) A person shall not operate an ultralight between sunset and sunrise. Each person operating an ultralight
shall maintain vigilance so asto see and avoid aircraft and shall yield the right-of-way to all aircraft.

(4) A person shall not operate an ultralight in a manner that creates a collision hazard with any other
aircraft.

(5) A powered ultralight shall yield the right-of-way to an unpowered ultralight.

(6) A person shall not operate an ultralight over any congested area of a city, town, or settlement, or over
an open air assembly of persons.

(7) Notwithstanding subsection (3), an ultralight may be operated up to 30 minutes before sunrise or 30
minutes after sunset if both of the following apply:

(8 The ultralight is equipped with an operating anticollision light visible for at |east 3 statute miles.

(b) The ultralight is operating in uncontrolled airspace as defined by federal regulations.

History: Add. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.80h Seaplane base; takeoff and landing distance.

Sec. 80h. A seaplane operator conducting commercial operations shall assure that the seaplane base used
for takeoff or landing has sufficient takeoff and landing distance for the operation being conducted as
specified by the manufacturer's operating limitations for the aircraft being operated.

History: Add. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.81 Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.
Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to inspection of aircraft.

259.82 Dealer's license; application; fee; form; signature; statement; expiration; renewal;
display; record; report; general registration numbers for manufacturer and dealer aircraft;
issuance, charge, and display; sale or exchange of aircraft subject to registration;
application for registration; dismantling or wrecking registered aircraft; cancellation,
revocation, or suspension of license.

Sec. 82. (1) A person shall not engage in the business of buying, selling, brokering, or dealing in aircraft of
atype required to be registered, unless he or she has received a license from the commission.

(2) An application for a deder's license shall be accompanied by a $25.00 license fee and shall be
submitted on the appropriate form furnished by the commission. Applications shall be signed and
accompanied by a sworn statement containing the information required by the commission to determine
whether the applicant is lawfully entitled to the license.

(3) A license granted under subsection (1) expires on January 1 of each calendar year and may be renewed
upon application and payment of the required fee. The commission may issue a 1/2-year license for the
balance of the current year if application is made after July 1 upon payment of 1/2 of the fee.

(4) A deder or manufacturer shall display a dealer's license in a prominent location at his or her place of
business.

(5) A licensee shal maintain a record, to be open to inspection by any law enforcement officer or
authorized officer or investigator of the commission, of every aircraft subject to registration which is bought,
sold, exchanged, received, or accepted by the licensee for sale or exchange. A licensee shall submit areport to
the commission of aircraft sold to aresident of another state and include the notice of sale or transfer and the
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registration certificate, if any.

(6) The commission shall issue to aircraft manufacturers, aircraft engine manufacturers, and dealers a
distinctive general registration number for each aircraft owned or controlled by them. These aircraft shall not
be used except for demonstration, for sale, for ferrying, or for testing. General registration numbers for
manufacturer and dealer aircraft shall be issued annually under the same conditions as registration certificates
and a $5.00 charge made for the general registration numbers for manufacturer and dealer aircraft. The
general registration number issued to a manufacturer or dealer shall be displayed in the aircraft at all times.

(7) A manufacturer or dealer selling or exchanging aircraft subject to registration, before delivering an
aircraft to the purchaser, shall apply to the commission for aircraft registration, and the purchaser shall sign
the application for registration and other necessary papers to enable the manufacturer or dealer to apply to the
commission.

(8) A deder dismantling or wrecking any registered aircraft shall forward the registration certificate for
that aircraft to the commission within 15 days for cancellation.

(9) The commission may cancel, revoke, or suspend the dealer's license for failure to comply with this
section.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0 CL 1948, 259.82;(1 Am. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;00 Am. 1996, Act
370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 63 of 1931; Act 169 of 1933; and Act 265 of 1939.

259.83 Operation of civil aircraft; federal airman certification requirements; compliance
required.

Sec. 83. (1) A person shall not operate a civil aircraft over or upon the lands and waters of this state unless
he or she is complying with the federa airman certification requirements under the code of federal
regulations.

(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of acrime asfollows:

(a) For afirst violation, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more
than 93 days or afine of not more than $500.00, or both.

(b) For a second violation within 5 years of the first violation, the person is guilty of afelony punishable
by imprisonment for not more than 2 years or afine of not more than $1,000.00, or both.

(c) For athird or subsequent violation within 5 years of the second or subsequent violation, the person is
guilty of afelony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years or a fine of not more than $5,000.00,
or both.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0) CL 1948, 259.83;00 Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;0 Am. 1976, Act 191,
Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;0] Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Former law: See section 4 of Act 63 of 1931; Act 265 of 1939.

259.83a Flight operations requiring federal aviation regulation air carrier or commercial

operator's certification.

Sec. 83a. (1) A person holding a valid federa air carrier operating certificate or commercial operator's
certificate shall not conduct flight operations in violation of that certificate.

(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 93 days or afine of not more than $1,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.83b Flight operations; prohibition; violation.

Sec. 83b. (1) A person shall not conduct flight operations requiring a federal aviation regulation air carrier
or commercial operator's certification without first having been issued a valid federal aviation regulation air
carrier or operating certificate or valid commercial operator's certificate.

(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of acrime asfollows:

(a) For afirst violation, the person is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4
years or afine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(b) For a second violation within 5 years after the first violation, the person is guilty of afelony punishable
by imprisonment for not less than 1 year or more than 5 years or afine of not less than $5,000.00 or more than
$50,000.00, or both.

(c) For athird or subsequent violation within 5 years after a conviction for a violation of this section, the
person is guilty of afelony punishable by imprisonment for not less than 4 years or more than 10 years or a
fine of not less than $10,000.00 or more than $100,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.
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259.84 Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.
Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to applicability of MCL 259.83.

259.84a Registration of aircraft; cancellation, revocation, or suspension; grounds; notice

and hearing.

Sec. 84a. After notice and opportunity for the person to be heard, the commission may cancel, revoke, or
suspend the registration of an aircraft if any of the following occur:

(a) The commission is satisfied that the registration was fraudulently or erroneously issued.

(b) The commission determines that the licensee has made or is making unlawful use of his or her
registration certificate.

(c) An aircraft has been dismantled or wrecked.

(d) A registration certificate other than the 1 issued for that aircraft is knowingly carried within the aircraft.

(e) The commission is authorized under any other provision of this act.

(f) It is shown by satisfactory evidence that delivery of an aircraft in the possession of a dealer was not
made to the applicant registered under this act.

History: Add. 1976, Act 191, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.85 Flight school.

Sec. 85. (1) A person shall not operate a flight school in this state unless the person holds an annual license
issued by the commission.

(2) Upon receipt of an application and a $25.00 license fee from a flight school, the commission shall
review the qualifications of the applicant.

(3) Unless surrendered, suspended, or revoked before this date, a flight school license expires 1 year from
date of issuance or upon the sale or transfer by the owner of property, equipment, or franchise of the flight
school.

(4) The annual flight school license renewal fee is $10.00 and is payable from the original date of issuance.
An applicant shall file an initial application and pay the initial application fee if a license is not renewed
before its expiration.

(5) A change in the name of the flight school, without change in ownership, does not void a current license
if the owner of the flight school notifies the commission in writing within 15 days of the change. Upon receipt
of notification under this subsection, the commission shall issue a license under the new name with the same
expiration date as the license previously issued.

(6) A flight school operating facilities at more than 1 aeronautical facility shall obtain a license for each
location.

(7) The flight school license shall be posted in the principa office of the flight school where it may be
readily observed by the general public.

(8) A flight school shall at al times conduct itself in accordance with al applicable federal, state, and local
laws and statutes.

(9) A flight school shall be operated from an airport properly licensed by the commission.

(10) A flight school operator shall obtain from the airport manager a written agreement to operate
commercialy from the airport at which the flight school is based.

(11) Each flight school student shall be advised in writing at the time of enrollment of the type and amount
of insurance coverage provided for each aircraft used by the flight school.

(12) A flight school shall provide a suitable space of permanent nature that is properly heated, lighted, and
ventilated to accommodate flight school students and to house adeguate equipment necessary to properly
conduct business matters and to prepare and preserve business records. The facilities described in this
subsection shall be located at the licensed airport site.

(13) Each aircraft to be used for purposes of flight instruction at a flight school shall comply with all of the
following:

(a) Possess avalid airworthiness certificate issued by the federal aviation administration.

(b) Be properly registered with the commission.

(c) Have the equipment and performance characteristics appropriate to the curriculum and to the airport to
be used.

(14) All aircraft used in any flight school operation shall be operated in accordance with federal aviation
administration maintenance regulations and standards. Adequate records shall be kept by the school to
demonstrate performance of al required items of maintenance. The maintenance status of each aircraft,
including discrepancies, shall be displayed by the school in a manner adequate to determine compliance.
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(15) A flight school shall have a flight instructor available to dispatch and supervise each student pilot solo
flight.

(16) A flight school shall have a written curriculum, including lesson plans, adequate to properly qualify
the student to complete the particular course for the certificate or rating sought. A flight school shall also
include lessons pertaining to Michigan laws relating to aviation and this act.

(17) A flight school shall make available to students current texts and reference material pertaining to the
certificate or rating sought.

(18) A flight school shall provide adequate instruction to properly qualify a student completing its courses
for the appropriate federal aviation administration examination covering the grade of certificate or rating
sought.

(19) A flight school shall maintain training records adequate to show each student's progress and level of
completion relative to the course of instruction in which the student is enrolled. These records shall be made
available for inspection by any authorized representative of the commission.

(20) A copy of the airport and flight school regulations shall be made available to the students enrolled in
the schooal for information and guidance.

(21) A flight school shall designate a practice area.

(22) A flight school or its representatives and instructors shall not make false claims of any kind pertaining
to either flight training or employment following flight training. Only a licensed flight school may advertise
flight instruction.

(23) A flight school accepting prepayment equal to or in excess of $1,000.00 shal file with the
commission a corporate surety bond payable to the state of Michigan in the sum of $5,000.00 conditioned on
the faithful performance of all contracts and agreements with students made by the flight school or its agent.
The aggregate liability for the surety for al breaches of conditions of the bond shall not exceed the principal
sum of $5,000.00. The surety of any bond may cancel the bond upon giving 60 days notice in writing to the
commission and the flight school. If a bond is canceled in compliance with this subsection, the surety is
relieved of liability for any breach of conditions occurring after the effective date of cancellation.

(24) A flight school shall implement a security program, acceptable to the commission, designed to limit
aircraft accessibility and ensure the security of those aircraft on the ground that are used by the flight school.

(25) The security program described in subsection (24) shall include 1 or more of the following:

(a) Procedures for positive identification of a student pilot or renter pilot as a precondition to allowing
access to aircraft.

(b) Procedures for control of aircraft ignition keys that prevent operation of an aircraft by a student pilot
that is not in the presence of or under the authorization of aflight instructor or other authorized individual.

(c) Instructional procedures that ensure close student pilot supervision.

(26) The security program described in subsection (24) shall include al of the following:

(a) A requirement that the student present a federal aviation administration student medical certificate and
student pilot certificate as a predicate to enroliment in the flight school. For purposes of this subdivision,
enrollment is considered a flight instructor endorsement to operate an aircraft at a time during which the
student is the sole occupant of the aircraft.

(b) Instructional materials that identify and offer examples of types of suspicious activity at or in proximity
to an airport and that advise students and renter pilots of the means to report such activity to local law
enforcement officials and appropriate federal authorities.

(c) The prominent display of signs requesting pilots to report suspicious activity at or in proximity to an
airport. The signs must provide telephone numbers of local law enforcement officials and appropriate federa
authorities.

(27) The requirements for a flight school set out in this section are conditions of the license. Failure to
comply with any of these requirementsis grounds for revocation of a flight school's license.

(28) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or afine of not less than $100.00 or more than $500.00, or both, together with costs of the
prosecution.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0] CL 1948, 259.85;01 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;0 Am. 2002, Act
258, Eff. May 22, 2002;,00 Am. 2003, Act 133, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1, 2003,

Former law: See section 2 of Act 177 of 1929; being CL 1929, § 4802; Act 53 of 1931; Act 264 of 1939; section 3 of Act 177 of
1929, being CL 1929, § 4803.

259.85a Repealed. 2003, Act 133, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1, 2003.

Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to criminal history, records check, and fingerprinting as conditions to enrollment in
flight school.
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259.86 Airport manager; license; fee; expiration; approval of aeronautical facilities; license
of approval; requirements; fee in lieu of real property taxes; temporary field permits;
statement describing approach clear zones and transitional surface areas.

Sec. 86. (1) Any individual appointed as an airport manager by the owner of a licensed aeronautical
facility, before operating as an airport manager, shall be licensed by the department for which the department
may make a reasonable charge not to exceed $5.00. An airport manager license expires on December 31,
annually.

(2) All arports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities, except those owned or operated by the
United States government, before operating as such, shall be approved by the department.

(3) The department shall issue annually a license of approval in each case and charge an annual fee not in
excess of $100.00. The fee shall bein lieu of all real property taxes on the landing area and improvements to
the landing area to the extent permitted by section 7y of the genera property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL
211.7y.

(4) Commercial operations shall not be performed on any land based landing area other than at a licensed
aeronautical facility except that temporary field permits may be issued under this section. All commercial
operations shall be based out of alicensed aeronautical facility.

(5) If the owner of an aircraft uses, or proposes to use, an area of land for temporary commercial landing
areas, he or she shall apply to the commission for a temporary field permit on forms furnished by the
commission.

(6) The annual license of approval issued pursuant to subsection (2) shall include a statement, certified by
the director, describing the approach clear zones and transitiona surface areas for the airport for which the
license is applicable. Standards for describing approach clear zones and transitional surface areas shall be
uniform according to type of runway and shall conform with regularly accepted definitions and usage in the
aeronautics field.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[] CL 1948, 259.86;00 Am. 1962, Act 193, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963; Am. 1969, Act 288,
Imd. Eff. Aug. 11, 1969;0] Am. 1982, Act 466, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1982;01 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;00 Am. 2002, Act
35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Former law: See section 2 of Act 177 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 4802; Act 53 of 1931; Act 264 of 1939; and section 3 of Act 177 of
1929, being CL 1929, § 4803.

259.86a-259.86¢ Repealed. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to categories of licensed aeronautical facilities and appointment and duties of
airport manager.

259.87 Airports and facilities; rejection of application for permission to operate.

Sec. 87. (1) In any case in which the department rejects an application for permission to operate an airport,
landing field, or other aeronautical facility, or in any case where the department shall issue any order
requiring certain thingsto be done, it shall set forth its reasons for the order and shall state the requirements to
be met before approval will be given. In any case in which the department considers it necessary, the
department may order the closing of any airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility, until compliance
is made with the requirements ordered by the department.

(2) A facility shall not be licensed or approved that requires aircraft to be airborne under a bridge or power
line during the approach to or takeoff from alanding area, or that requires aircraft to fly in a manner that may
endanger persons or property.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0] CL 1948, 259.87;00 Am. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

Former law: See section 4 of Act 177 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 4804; Act 53 of 1931.

259.87a Certificate of approval; registration; fee.

Sec. 87a. Each certificate of approval of an airport, landing field, or other aeronautical facility shal be
registered annually, and the department is authorized to establish a reasonable fee in accordance with issued
rules and regulations.

History: Add. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.88 Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to annual registration of airports and facilities.
259.89 Private use landing areas.
Sec. 89. Sections 86 and 87a do not apply to landing areas designated and operated for private use if
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commercia operations are not performed on the landing areas. A landing area for private use shall not be
established, without commission approval, within 5 nautical miles of a public use facility certified by the
commission or that would violate section 87.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.89;0 Am. 1969, Act 288, Imd. Eff. Aug. 11, 1969;00 Am. 1996,
Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996;0] Am. 1998, Act 81, Eff. July 17, 1998;00 Am. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.89a Ultralight or balloon use; landing areas.

Sec. 89a. Sections 86 and 87a do not apply to landing areas designated and operated for the exclusive use
of either ultralights or balloons. A landing area for ultralight or balloon use shall not be established, without
commission approval, within 5 nautical miles of a public use facility certified by the commission. For the
purposes of this section, “established” means any facility that is used or intended to be used for the operation
of balloons or ultralights more than 10 times in any 12-month period.

History: Add. 2002, Act 35, Eff. May 15, 2002.

259.90 Repealed. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.
Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to emergency public use.

259.91 Flying club.

Sec. 91. A flying club shall be a nonprofit entity organized for the express purpose of providing its
members with an aircraft for their personal use and enjoyment. The ownership of the aircraft shall be vested
in the name of the flying club or owned in equal shares by all of its members. The property rights of the
members of the club shall be equal and any part of the net earnings of the club to be distributed to the
members shall be in equal sharesto all members. The club shall not derive greater revenue from the use of its
aircraft than the amount necessary for its actual operation, maintenance, and replacement or upgrade of its
aircraft. Flying club aircraft shall not be used by membersfor rental, or by anyone for charter or lease.

History: Add. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

CHAPTER VI
ACQUISITION AND OPERATION OF STATE AIRPORTS.

259.101 State airport and landing fields; acquisition.

Sec. 101. The commission may, on behalf of and in the name of this state, acquire by purchase, gift,
devise, lease, condemnation proceedings, or otherwise, property real or personal, for the purpose of
establishing and constructing airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities, and may acquire in the
same manner, own, control, establish, construct, enlarge, improve, maintain, equip, operate, regulate, and
police these facilities, within this state. The commission may dispose of any property acquired under this
section, in accordance with the laws of this state governing the disposition of other similar property of the
state.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.101;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 182 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 4829; Act 344 of 1939; and section 1 of Act 329 of 1927, being CL
1929, § 4836.

259.102 Aeronautics commission; airport protection privileges.

Sec. 102. Where necessary, in order to provide unobstructed air space for the landing and taking off of
aircraft utilizing airports, landing fields, and other aeronautical facilities acquired or operated under this act,
the commission may acquire, in the same manner as is provided for the acquisition of property for airport
purposes, easements through or other interests in air space over land or water, interests in airport hazards
outside the boundaries of the airports, landing fields, or other aeronautical facilities and other airport
protection privileges as are necessary to insure safe approaches to the landing areas of airports, landing fields,
and other aeronautical facilities, and the safe and efficient operation of these airports, landing fields, and
aeronautical facilities. The commission may also acquire, in the same manner, the right or easement, for a
term of years or perpetually, to place or maintain suitable marks for the daytime marking and suitable lights
for the nighttime marking of airport hazards, including the right of ingress and egress to or from such airport
hazards for the purpose of maintaining and repairing the lights and marks. This authority shall not be so
construed to limit the right, power, or authority of the state or any political subdivision to zone property
adjacent to any airport pursuant to laws of this state.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;00 CL 1948, 259.102;0 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

259.103 Aeronautics commission; joint operations.
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Sec. 103. Joint operations. The commission may engage in all such activities jointly with the United States,
other states, and with political subdivisions or other agencies of this state.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0 CL 1948, 259.103.

259.104 Aeronautics commission; condemnation, right of eminent domain.

Sec. 104. Condemnation. The commission may exercise the right of eminent domain, in the name of the
state, in the manner provided by the laws of this state for the acquisition of real property for public purposes,
for the purpose of acquiring any property which it is herein authorized to acquire by condemnation. For the
purpose of making surveys and examinations relative to any condemnation proceedings, it shall be lawful to
enter upon any land, doing no unnecessary damage.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;[1 CL 1948, 259.104.
Former law: See section 4 of Act 182 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 4832.

259.105 Aeronautics commission; leases and sales.

Sec. 105. The commission may do 1 or more of the following, provided that in each case the public is not
deprived of itsrightful, equal, and uniform use:

(a) Lease for aterm not exceeding 50 years, airports, landing fields, or other aeronautical facilities, or rea
property acquired or set apart for airport purposes, to any person, any municipal or state government or the
national government, or any department of either for operation or use consistent with the purposes of this act.

(b) Lease or assign for aterm not exceeding 50 years to any person, any municipal or state government or
the national government, or any department of either, for operation or use consistent with the purposes of this
act, space, area, improvements, or equipment on such airports.

(c) Sell any part of an airport, landing field, other aeronautical facility, or real or personal property to any
municipal or state government, or to the United States or any department or instrumentality of the United
States, for aeronautical purposes or purposes incidental to aeronautical purposes.

(d) Confer the privilege of concessions.

(e) Subject to the approval of the state administrative board, lease at any state airport, landing field, or
aeronautical facility any real property acquired or set apart for airport purposes to persons for nonaeronautical
uses.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;(] CL 1948, 259.105;(1 Am. 1954, Act 120, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954;00 Am. 1958, Act
168, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;0 Am. 1967, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 14, 1967;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1996.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 182 of 1927, being CL 1929, § 4829; Act 344 of 1939; and Act 333 of 1941.

259.106 Aeronautics commission; charges and rentals, determination.

Sec. 106. Charges and rentals. The commission shall have the authority to determine reasonable and
uniform charges or rental for the use of any properties and the charges for any service or accommaodations,
under its control, and the terms and conditions under which such properties may be used: Provided, That in al
cases the public is not deprived of its rightful, equal, and uniform use of such property. The state shall have
and the commission may enforce liens, as provided by law for liens and the enforcement thereof, for repairs to
or improvement or storage or care of any persona property, to enforce the payment of any such charges.

History: 1945, Act 327, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1945;0 CL 1948, 259.106.

Former law: See section 1 of Act 312 of 1915, being CL 1929, 8§ 4793; Act 274 of 1939; Act 204 of 1941; section 1 of Act 182 of
1927, being CL 1929, § 4829; and Act 344 of 1939.

259.107 Aeronautics commission; rules establishing traffic code for state-owned facilities;
enforcement; violation as misdemeanor.

Sec. 107. (1) The commission may promulgate rules establishing a traffic code governing the operation,
parking, and speed of motor vehicles upon the lands comprising state-owned and operated airports, landing
fields, and aeronautical facilities and for the purpose of enforcing and imposing penalties for the violation of
the traffic code. The traffic code may establish a prima facie presumption of evidence regarding the person
who is responsible for parking a vehicle in an unauthorized place. The traffic code shall not be in
contravention of the Michigan vehicle code, Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.1 to
257.923 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) Any law enforcement agency may enforce the traffic code.

(3) A violation of the traffic code is a misdemeanor.

History: Add. 1962, Act 75, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;00 Am. 1964, Act 46, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;00 Am. 1996, Act 370, Imd. Eff. July 3,
1996.

Administrativerules: R 259.1101 et seg. of the Michigan Administrative Code.
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CHAPTERVIA.

ACQUISITION AND OPERATION OF AIRPORTS, LANDING FIELDS, AND OTHER
AERONAUTICAL FACILITESBY PUBLIC AIRPORT AUTHORITIES

259.108 Short title of chapter.
Sec. 108. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “public airport authority act”.
History: Add. 2002, Act 90, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 2002.

259.109 Definitions.

Sec. 109. As used in this chapter:

(a) “Airport” means a publicly owned airport licensed by the state transportation department, bureau of
aeronautics under section 86 and includes all airport facilities at the airport. An airport is “publicly owned” if
the portion used for the landing and taking off of aircraft is owned, operated, controlled, leased to, or leased
by the United States or any agency or department of the United States, this state, a local government or any
municipality or other political subdivision of this state, or any other governing body, public agency, or other
public corporation. Property to be included as part of an airport shall include all of the following:

(i) Property within the area identified in the latest exhibit A, the property map based on deeds, title
opinions, land surveys, an approved airport layout plan, and project documentation included with or attached
to federal grant agreements executed by the local government that owns or operates the airport prior to the
transfer of operational jurisdiction over the airport to an authority created under this chapter, and lands
purchased with federal funds and passenger facility charges related to the airport.

(if) Other property acquired with the proceeds of any airport generated revenues, passenger facility
charges, federal grants-in-aid related to the airport, or other federal grants for airport purposes by the local
government that owns the airport over which operational jurisdiction is being transferred to an authority.

(iii) Other property owned or acquired by an authority for airport purposes.

(b) “Airport facilities” means any of the following at an airport:

(i) Real or personal property, or interest in real or personal property, used for the landing, taking off,
taxiing, parking, storing, shelter, supply, or care of aircraft, or for receiving or discharging passengers or
cargo, and all appurtenant areas used for airport buildings or other airport facilities, and all appurtenant
rights-of-way.

(if) Real or personal property, and easements above, on, or under the surface of real or personal property,
used or intended to be used for over-flight, for noise abatement or noise buffers, for clear zones, or for side
transition zones.

(iii) Real or personal property, and easements above, on, or under the surface of real or persona property,
used or intended to be used for the full or partial satisfaction of environmental mitigation requirements
imposed by any federal, state, county, or other municipal government or agency as a condition of approving
the acquisition, construction, expansion, or operation of other airport facilities, whether or not located within
the boundaries of the local unit of government that owns the airport over which operational jurisdiction is
transferred pursuant to this chapter.

(iv) Other structures, improvements, and buildings of all types used or useful for airport related purposes
for the convenience of the public or for commercial or general aviation activities, located on the property
acquired by or under the operational jurisdiction of the authority, including, but not limited to, restaurants,
hotels, motels, exhibition halls, convention facilities, automotive parking facilities, retail stores, aircraft
fueling systems, automotive service centers, cargo buildings, warehouses, kitchen facilities, drainage systems,
utilities, roadways, automobile and aircraft bridges, and surface transportation terminals and facilities.

(v) Beacons, markers, communications systems, and all navigation facilities for use in aid of air navigation.

(vi) Any and all other improvements or facilities necessary, useful, or desirable to serve the occupants,
passengers, users, employees, operators, airlines, or lessees of any portion of the property or facilities of the
authority, or which are otherwise deemed by the authority to be in the public interest, including, but not
limited to, facilities necessary, used, useful, or intended for use for handling, parking, storing, display, sale, or
servicing of aircraft, either private or commercial; for the accommodation of persons and handling of freight,
mail, and other items transported by air, for the furnishing and supplying of goods, commodities, services,
things, and facilities that are deemed by the authority to be appropriate for the safety or convenience of the
traveling public or of the operators of aircraft, or otherwise in the public interest; and in or for the equipping,
operation, and maintenance of any airport facilities of the authority.

(c) “Approva date” means the effective date of the issuance by the federal aviation administration to the
authority assuming operational jurisdiction of an airport of a certificate under part 139 of chapter 14 of the
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code of federa regulations with respect to the airport, and the concurrence by the FAA of the designation of
the authority as a sponsor of the airport, including the FAA's approval of the assignment of existing grant
agreements to the authority.

(d) “Authority” means a public airport authority created by or pursuant to section 110 and governed by a
board.

(e) “Board” means the governing body of an authority appointed pursuant to section 111.

() “Department” means the state transportation department.

(g) “Enplanement” means a domestic, territorial, or international revenue passenger who boards an aircraft
at an airport in scheduled or nonscheduled service of aircraft in intrastate, interstate, or foreign service and
includes an in-transit passenger who boards an international flight that transits an airport in the United States
for nontraffic purposes.

(h) “FAA” means the federal aviation administration of the United States department of transportation, or
any successor agency.

(i) “Fiscal year” means that annua period that is the fiscal year of the local government that owns the
airport over which an authority has assumed operational jurisdiction or, if the local government is not required
to include the authority in the financial statements of the local government, that annual period established by
the board.

() “Legidative body” means the elected body of alocal government having legidlative powers.

(k) “Local chief executive officer” means the mayor or manager of a city or village, the township
supervisor of atownship, or the county executive of a county or, if a county does not have a county executive,
the chairperson of the county board of commissioners.

() “Local government” means a county, city, township, or village that owns or operates an airport.

(m) “Passenger facility charge” or “PFC”" means a passenger facility fee authorized under section 40117 of
title 49 of the United States Code, 49 U.S.C. 40117, and designated as a passenger facility charge under part
158 of title 14 of the code of federal regulations.

(n) “Qualified airport” means an airport, other than a military airport, that has 10,000,000 or more
enplanementsin any 12-month period.

(o) “Sponsor” means the public agency authorized by subchapter | of chapter 471 of title 49 of the United
States Code, 49 U.S.C. 47101 to 47134, to submit requests for, and thereafter accept, and be responsible for
performing all of the assurances associated with accepting grant agreements with respect to airports from the
FAA or this state and to impose a passenger facility charge at airports, and to perform certain duties and
responsibilities previously assumed by the local government that owns or operates the airport prior to the
transfer of operational jurisdiction of the airport to an authority created under this chapter by virtue of the
local government's acceptance prior to the approval date of grants for the benefit of the airport from the FAA
or any other agency of the United States or this state.

History: Add. 2002, Act 90, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 2002.

259.110 Public airport authority; political subdivision and instrument of local government;
public agency; airport manager; qualified airport; powers of authority; incorporation of
authority; presumption of validity; court jurisdiction; state transportation department as
party; rules prohibited.

Sec. 110. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, an authority created under or pursuant to this
section shall be a political subdivision and instrumentality of the local government that owns the airport and
shall be considered a public agency of the loca government for purposes of state and federal law. An
authority created under or pursuant to this section also shall be the airport owner for purposes of appointing
and designating an airport manager under this act. An authority shall not levy atax or special assessment.

(2) For alocal government that owns or operates a qualified airport on the effective date of this chapter,
there is created an authority on the effective date of this chapter. For a local government that operates an
airport that becomes a qualified airport after the effective date of this chapter, there is created an authority on
the date the airport becomes a qualified airport. An authority is vested with powers granted by this chapter to
manage and operate the qualified airport and airport facilities of a qualified airport and any other airport and
related airport facilities owned or operated by the local government on the approval date. Before the approval
date, an authority may organize and exercise all powers granted under this chapter, except those powers
related to the management and operation of a qualified arport. Officials and employees of the local
government and the authority shall actively cooperate with the local government, the authority, this state, and
the federal government to the end that the FAA will recognize the authority as the sponsor of the qualified
airport, and to obtain FAA approval of the transfers contemplated by this chapter. Any action required by this
state related to the approval shall be coordinated by the department. The local government shall execute such
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additional documents as necessary to obtain FAA approval of the transfers contemplated by this chapter and
to obtain recognition of the authority as the sponsor with respect to the qualified airport.

(3) A loca government that owns or operates an airport that is not a qualified airport may, by resolution,
declare its intention to incorporate an authority. In the resolution of intent, the legislative body of the local
government shall set a date for the holding of a public hearing on the adoption of a proposed resolution
incorporating the authority. After a public hearing, which shall be held in accordance with the open meetings
act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275, if the legislative body of the local government intends to proceed
with the incorporation of the authority, it shall adopt, by majority vote of its members, a resolution
incorporating the authority. The adoption of the resolution is subject to any applicable statutory or charter
provisions in respect to the approval or disapproval by the local chief executive officer or other officer of the
local government and the adoption of an ordinance over his or her veto. The resolution shall take effect upon
being filed with the secretary of state.

(4) The vadlidity of the creation or incorporation of the authority shall be conclusively presumed unless
guestioned in an original action filed in the court of appeals within 60 days after the creation or incorporation
of the authority under this chapter. The court of appeals has original jurisdiction to hear an action under this
subsection. The court shall hear the action in an expedited manner. The state transportation department is a
necessary party in any action under this subsection.

(5) The department shall not promulgate rules under this chapter.

History: Add. 2002, Act 90, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 2002.

259.111 Public airport authority; board; membership; appointment; terms; qualifications;
violation of subsection 5(b); chief executive officer; chief financial officer; duties.

Sec. 111. (1) An authority created under or pursuant to this chapter shall be directed and governed by a
board consisting of 7 members.

(2) The members of aboard created under section 110(2) shall be appointed as follows:

(a) Two board members shall be appointed by the governor, with 1 board member appointed for an initial
term of 6 years and 1 board member appointed for an initial term of 8 years.

(b) One board member shall be appointed by the legislative body of the local government that owns the
airport, for an initial term of 4 years. Notwithstanding any other statute, law, ordinance, or charter provision
to the contrary, the board member appointed by the legislative body may be a member of the legidative body
of the local government that owns the airport, but only while continuing to serve as a member of the
legidlative body of that local government.

(c) Four board members shall be appointed by the local chief executive officer of the local government that
owns the airport, with 1 board member appointed for an initial term of 4 years, 1 board member appointed for
aninitial term of 2 years, and 2 board members appointed for an initial term of 6 years.

(d) Each appointing entity shall file each appointment under this subsection with the department. Each
subsequent appointment by an appointing entity to fill a vacancy on the board shall also be filed with the
department.

(3) Upon incorporation of an authority pursuant to section 110(3), the local chief executive officer, with
the consent of the legidlative body of the local government if the local chief executive officer is not elected,
shall appoint the members of the board. Of the board members first appointed under this subsection, 1 board
member shall be appointed for a term of 2 years, 2 board members shall be appointed for terms of 4 years
each, 3 board members shall be appointed for terms of 6 years each, and 1 board member shall be appointed
for aterm of 8 years.

(4) A board member appointed pursuant to subsection (2)(b) or (c) or (3) must be a citizen of the United
States and aresident of the local government that owns the airport over which operationa jurisdiction will be
transferred to an authority. A board member appointed pursuant to subsection (2)(a) must be a citizen of the
United States and a resident of the area within the jurisdiction of the regional planning commission created
under 1945 PA 281, MCL 125.11 to 125.25, in which the airport over which operational jurisdiction will be
transferred is located. Except as permitted by subsection (2)(b), a person shall not be appointed under
subsection (2) or (3) as a board member if he or sheis, or was during the 12 months preceding the date of
appointment, an elected public official or employee of this state or an agency or instrumentality of this state, a
local government or an agency or instrumentality of a local government, or the federal government or an
agency or instrumentality of the federal government.

(5) A board member appointed pursuant to subsection (2) or (3), a chief executive officer, and chief
financial officer of an authority, shall, at time of appointment or hiring and subject to subsection (6), meet all
of the following qualifications:

(a) Neither the board member or the chief executive officer or chief financial officer, nor the spouse or his
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or her siblings, children or their spouses, parents, or siblings or their spouses of the board member or the chief
executive officer or chief financial officer, are actively engaged or employed in any other business, vocation,
or employment of any civil aeronautics enterprise connected with the airport under the control of the
authority.

(b) Neither the board member or the chief executive officer or chief financial officer, nor the spouse or his
or her siblings, children or their spouses, parents, or siblings or their spouses of the board member or the chief
executive officer or chief financial officer, have a combined 15% or greater direct pecuniary interest in any
civil aeronautics enterprise connected with the airport under the control of the authority.

(c) The board member or the chief executive officer or chief financia officer would not be considered to
have a conflict of interest under 1968 PA 318, MCL 15.301 to 15.310, in respect to any contract or
subcontract involving the airport if the board member or the chief executive officer or chief financial officer
were considered a state officer under 1968 PA 318, MCL 15.301 to 15.310.

(6) A board member who, at any time during his or her term of service, becomesin violation of subsection
(5)(b) shall have 30 days to divest, or arrange for the divestment of, the interest that caused the violation. If
the board member or his or her relative is till in violation of subsection (5)(b) after the expiration of the
30-day period, the entity that appointed that board member shall remove the board member from office.

(7) Notwithstanding any law or charter provision to the contrary, appointments by a local chief executive
officer under subsection (2) shall not be subject to the approval by the legidative body of the loca
government.

(8) The board shall appoint a chief executive officer who shall be an ex officio member, without vote, of
the board and shall not be considered in determining the presence of a quorum, who shall have professional
qualifications commensurate with the responsibility of the jobs to be performed by such officials. The board
may enter into a contract with the chief executive officer for a commercially reasonable length of time
commensurate with the length of time for contracts of airport chief executive officers, directors, or managers
with similar responsibilities at other airports or arport authorities within or without this state with a
comparable number of annual enplanements.

(9) The chief executive officer shall appoint a chief financial officer who shall be