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SUMMARY:

House Bill 5961 would amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act
(NREPA) to establish a permanent registration for nonmotorized canoes or kayaks less than 18
feet in length that are used for rental or other commercial purposes. Those vessels would be
subject to a one-time fee of $10. The bill also would extend (from up to 16 feet to less than 18
feet) the length of vessels propelled with oars or paddles that are not subject to registration
requirements as long as they are not used for rental or other commercial purposes.

Part 801 (Marine Safety) of NREPA generally requires a vessel to have a certificate of number
(registration) and validation decals from the secretary of state to be operated legally on
Michigan public waters. There are fees for vessel registration that vary according to factors
such as vessel type and size. However, a vessel is not required to be registered, and its owner
is not required to pay a fee, if the vessel meets one or more listed qualifications.

Among vessels exempted are those that are 16 feet or less in length, are propelled by hand with
oars and paddles, and are not used for rental or other commercial purposes. The bill would
increase the length of these exempted vessels to less than 18 feet. (Note that nonmotorized
canoes and kayaks of any length are also exempt from registration requirements as long as they
are not used for rental or other commercial purposes.)

In addition, the bill would change the fee that must be paid for registration, and the duration of
the registration, for nonmotorized canoes and kayaks that are less than 18 feet in length and are
used for rental or other commercial purposes. Currently, such nonmotorized canoes or kayaks
(of any length) require a $5 fee, and the registration is generally valid for a three-year period.

Under the bill, the $5 fee and three-year validity would still apply to nonmotorized canoes and
kayaks that are 18 feet or over in length. Nonmotorized canoes or kayaks that are less than 18
feet in length would require a $10 fee, and the certificate of number (registration) for such a
canoe or kayak would be immediately valid and would not expire. (Note that these registration
requirements would apply only to canoes or kayaks that are used for rental or other commercial
purposes.)

Additionally, the secretary of state is required to refund to a surviving spouse the registration
fee paid under Part 801. This provision would not apply to nonmotorized canoes or kayaks that
are less than 18 feet in length and are eligible for permanent registration.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

A fiscal analysis is in progress.

Legislative Analyst: Emily S. Smith
Fiscal Analyst: Austin Scott

m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their
deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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