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House Bill 4973 would amend 1909 PA 283, which addresses public highways and private
roads, to revise provisions that govern actions for liability for damage to a public bridge or
road. The bill would specifically allow a civil action to be brought by the governmental entity
with jurisdiction over the bridge or road.

Currently, a person who damages a public road or a bridge maintained at public expense is
liable for three times the amount of the damage. The law currently states that the amount is
recoverable in an action of trespass or on the case, by the commissioner of highways of the
township where the damage occurred, in the name of that office. The recovered amount must
be spent by that commissioner on the repair of roads in that township.

The bill would not change the cause of action (damage to a public road or bridge) or the
amount of the liability (three times the damage), but it would provide that the amount is
recoverable in a civil action brought by the governmental entity with jurisdiction over the
bridge or road and that it must be spent on the repair of roads under the jurisdiction of that

governmental entity.
MCL 230.7
FISCAL IMPACT:

A fiscal analysis is in progress.
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