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COERCION; CONTROLLED SUB. H.B. 5438: 
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House Bill 5438 (as reported without amendment) 

Sponsor:  Representative Laura Cox 

House Committee:  Law and Justice 

Senate Committee:  Judiciary 

 

CONTENT 

 

The bill would amend Chapter 67A (Human Trafficking) of the Michigan Penal Code to specify 

that "coercion" would include facilitating or controlling an individual's access to a controlled 

substance other than for a legitimate medical purpose. 

 

Chapter 67A generally prohibits a person from knowingly recruiting, enticing, harboring, 

transporting, providing, or obtaining an individual for forced labor or services. "Forced labor 

or services" means labor or services that are obtained or maintained by force, fraud, or 

coercion. "Coercion" includes any of the following: 

 

-- Threatening to harm or physically restrain an individual or the creation of any scheme, 

plan, or pattern intended to cause an individual to believe that failure to perform an act 

would result in psychological, reputational, or financial harm to, or physical restraint of, 

any individual. 

-- Abusing or threatening abuse of the legal system, including threats of arrest or deportation 

without regard to whether the individual being threatened is subject to arrest or 

deportation under State or Federal law. 

-- Knowingly destroying, concealing, removing, confiscating, or possessing any actual or 

purported passport or other immigration document or any other actual or purported 

government identification document from an individual without regard to whether the 

documents are fraudulent or fraudulently obtained. 

 

Under the bill, coercion also would include facilitating or controlling an individual's access to 

a controlled substance other than for a legitimate medical purpose.  

 

MCL 750.462a Legislative Analyst:  Jeff Mann 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

 

The bill could have a negative fiscal impact on the State and local government. Expanding the 

definition of "coercion" could allow more people to be charged with violations. More felony 

arrests and convictions could increase resource demands on law enforcement, court systems, 

community supervision, jails, and correctional facilities. The average cost to State government 

for felony probation supervision is approximately $3,024 per probationer per year. For any 

increase in prison intakes, in the short term, the marginal cost to State government is 

approximately $3,764 per prisoner per year. Any associated increase in fine revenue would 

increase funding to public libraries. 
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