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TRAFFIC PENALTIES IN SCHOOL BUS ZONES H.B. 4167 & 4168: 
 COMMITTEE SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
House Bills 4167 and 4168 (as passed by the House) 
Sponsor:  Representative Tom McMillin 
House Committee:  Judiciary 
Senate Committee:  Judiciary 
 
Date Completed:  5-3-11 
 
CONTENT 
 
House Bill 4168 would amend the Michigan Vehicle Code to do the following: 
 
-- Specify that a person responsible for a moving violation in a "school bus zone" 

would be subject to a fine that was double the fine otherwise prescribed for the 
violation. 

-- Subject a person to criminal penalties for certain moving violations that 
resulted in injury or death to another person in a school bus zone. 

-- Specify that the criminal penalties would not apply if the injury or death were 
caused by the injured or deceased person's negligence. 

 
House Bill 4167 would amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to establish 
sentencing guidelines for a moving violation causing death to another person in a 
school bus zone.   
 
House Bill 4168 would define "school bus zone" as the area lying within 20 feet of a school 
bus that has stopped and is displaying two alternately flashing red lights at the same level, 
except as described in Section 682(2) of the Vehicle Code.  (Under that provision, the driver 
of a vehicle upon a highway that has been divided into two roadways by an intervening 
space, a physical barrier, or clearly indicated dividing sections built to impede vehicular 
traffic, need not stop for a school bus that has stopped across the dividing space, barrier, or 
section.) 
 
The bills would take effect on July 1, 2011.  House Bill 4167 is tie-barred to House Bill 4168. 
 

House Bill 4167 
 
Moving Violation 
 
Under the Michigan Vehicle Code, a person responsible for a moving violation in a work 
zone, at an emergency scene, or in a school zone during the period beginning 30 minutes 
before school in the morning and through 30 minutes after school in the afternoon, is 
subject to a fine that is double the fine otherwise prescribed for that violation.  The bill 
would include a moving violation in a school bus zone in that provision.  
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Causing Injury or Death 
 
Under the Code, a person who commits a moving violation for which at least three points 
are assigned, and as a result causes injury to another person in a work zone, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a maximum fine of $1,000 and/or up to one year's 
imprisonment.  A person who commits a moving violation for which not fewer than three 
points are assigned, and as a result causes death to another person in the work zone, is 
guilty of a felony punishable by a maximum fine of $7,500 and/or up to 15 years' 
imprisonment.  The bill would include in those provisions a moving violation for which at 
least three points were assigned and that caused injury or death to another person in a 
school bus zone. 
 
The penalties for violations that cause injury or death in a work zone do not apply if the 
injury or death was caused by the negligence of the injured or deceased person in the work 
zone.  Under the bill, the proposed penalties for causing an injury or death in a school bus 
zone would not apply if the injury or death were caused by the negligence of the injured or 
deceased person in the school bus zone. 
 

House Bill 4168 
 
Under the Code of Criminal Procedure, a moving violation causing the death of another 
person in a work zone is a Class C felony against a person, with a statutory maximum 
sentence of 15 years' imprisonment.  The bill would extend that sentencing guidelines 
designation to a moving violation causing the death of another person in a school bus zone. 
 
MCL 777.12e (H.B. 4167) Legislative Analyst:  Patrick Affholter 
       257.601b (H.B. 4168) 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The bills would have an indeterminate fiscal impact on State and local government.  There 
are no data to indicate how many offenders would be convicted of the proposed offense.  An 
offender convicted of the Class C offense under the bills would receive a sentencing 
guidelines minimum sentence range of 0-11 months to 62-114 months.  Local governments 
would incur the costs of incarceration in local facilities, which vary by county.  The State 
would incur the cost of felony probation at an annual average cost of $2,000, as well as the 
cost of incarceration in a State facility at an average annual cost of $32,000.  It is likely that 
the bills would result in an increase in penal fine revenue due to the inclusion of school bus 
zones in the list of areas where moving violation fees are double the standard amount.  This 
additional penal fine revenue would benefit public libraries.   
 
 Fiscal Analyst:  Matthew Grabowski 
 

S1112\s4167sa. 
This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan Senate staff for use by the Senate in its deliberations and does not constitute an 
official statement of legislative intent. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (None)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 5 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings true
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Times-Roman
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


