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Senate Bill 629 (Substitute S-1 as reported)
Sponsor: Senator Ron Jelinek
Committee: Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs

CONTENT

The bill would amend Part 801 (Marine Safety) of the Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Act to do the following:

-- Prohibit a person from jumping, diving, or swimming from a pier or similar structure
located in the Great Lakes or their connecting waters, and designate a violation as a
State civil infraction.

-- Provide that Part 801 would apply to water-based activities.

Specifically, the bill would prohibit a person from jumping, diving, or swimming from a pier,
jetty, breakwater, or other similar structure, or a buoy or other navigational device, that
was located in the Great Lakes or their connecting waters. A person who violated this
prohibition would be responsible for a State civil infraction and could be ordered to pay a
civil fine of up to $500.

The prohibition would not apply to a person undertaking a rescue or authorized public safety
personnel conducting training.

Part 801 currently applies to vessels and associated equipment used, to be used, or carried
in vessels used on waters subject to the jurisdiction of this State. Under the bill, Part 801
also would apply to water-based activities.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have an indeterminate fiscal impact on the State. The prohibition on
jumping, diving, and swimming from a pier or similar structure located in the Great Lakes or
their connecting waters would require additional enforcement hours, increasing the current
cost of marine enforcement by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and local law
enforcement. There also could be some costs associated with updating signage to reflect
the new restriction. Revenue from the increase in civil fines would vary depending on the
number of violations and the amount of court-imposed fines. State civil infraction fine
revenue is dedicated to the State’s public libraries.
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