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HOUSE BILL No. 6204

June 15, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Farhat and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

A Dbill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicle code, "
by amendi ng section 716 (MCL 257.716), as amended by 1998 PA 427.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 716. (1) Unless specifically declared to be a civil
infraction, it is a m sdeneanor for a person to —e+ive— OPERATE or
nove or for the owner to cause or permt to be —driven— OPERATED or
noved on a highway a vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight
exceeding the limtations stated in this chapter or otherwi se in
violation of this chapter. —andthe— THE maxi mum si ze and wei ght
specified in this chapter —shall—be— ARE | awful throughout this

state, and local authorities shall not alter those size and wei ght
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[imtations except as express authority is granted in this chapter.

(2) The provisions of this chapter governing size, weight, and
| oad —shall— DO not apply to —afi+re—-apparatus— AN AUTHORI ZED
EMERGENCY VEHI CLE, to an inplement of husbandry incidentally noved
upon a hi ghway, a conbi nati on of vehicles described in, and under
the conditions provided by, subsection (4), or to a vehicle
operated under the terns of a special permt issued as provided in
this chapter.

(3) The state transportation departnment, —pursuant—to— UNDER
the adm ni strative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24. 201
to 24.328, may pronul gate rules permtting and regul ating the
operation of a vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight —whieh— THAT
exceeds the size or weight limtations in this chapter. The rules
may restrict or proscribe the conditions of operation of a vehicle
or vehicles of a size or weight —whieh— THAT exceeds the size or
weight limtations in this chapter, if the restriction or
proscription is necessary to protect the public safety or to
prevent undue danmage to a road foundation or surface, a structure,
or an installation. The rules may provide for a reasonabl e
i nspection fee for an inspection of a vehicle or vehicles to
determ ne whether their sizes and weights are in conformance with
this act, and may require other security necessary to conpensate
for damage caused by the vehicle or vehicles described in this
Subsecti on.

(4) A wecker and a disabled vehicle, or a wecker and a
conbi nation of a disabled vehicle and 1 trailer, that exceeds the

size and weight limtations in this chapter nay be operated upon
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t he hi ghways of this state under the follow ng conditions:

(a) The wecker is specifically designed for such tow ng
operations, is equipped with flashing, oscillating, or rotating
anber or red lights as permtted under section 698, and is capable
of utilizing the lighting and braking systenms of the disabl ed
vehi cl e or conbi nation of disabled vehicles if those systens are
oper ati onal

(b) The wecker is issued an extended restricted permt under
section 725 by the state transportation departnent if each trip
begi nning fromthe place of original disablenent of the disabled
vehi cl e or conbination of vehicles is 25 mles or |ess except that,
for each trip that begins and ends north of a |ine between
Ludi ngton and Pinconning, the trip beginning fromthe place of
original disablenment of the disabled vehicle or conbination of
vehicles may be 50 mles or |ess.

(c) The wecker does not operate on any hi ghway, road, street,
or structure included on a list provided by the state
transportati on departnment unless the disabled vehicle or
conbi nation of vehicles is |ocated on 1 of those roads or
structures.

(5) The owner or operator of a wecker that does not conply
W th subsection (4)(c) is responsible for a civil infraction and
shall pay a civil fine of not |ess than $250.00 but not nore than
$500. 00. The civil fine inmposed by this subsection is in addition

to any fine that may be inposed under section 724 or 725.
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