HOUSE BILL No. 5446
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HOUSE BILL No. 5446

November 22, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Kolb and Kooiman and referred to the Committee
on Family and Children Services.

A Dbill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by amendi ng section 57f (MCL 400.57f), as amended by 2001 PA 280.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 57f. (1) The —+famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT
shall enter into an agreenment with the departnment of —career
developrent— LABOR AND ECONOM C GROMH in order to facilitate the
adm ni stration of work first. The —famlyindependence—agency
DEPARTMENT shal | make i nformation on the program available to the
| egi sl ature.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (3), every
menber of a famly independence assistance group shall be referred

to and shall participate in work first. The particular activities
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in which the recipient is required or authorized to partici pate,

t he nunber of hours of work required, and other details of work

first shall be devel oped by the departnent —ef—ecareer—developrent

and—thefamtyindependence—agency— AND THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND
ECONOM C GROWMH and shall be set forth in the recipient's soci al

contract. If a recipient has cooperated with work first, the
reci pient may enroll in a program approved by the | ocal workforce
devel opnent board. Any and all training or education with the
exception of high school conpletion and GED preparation nust be
occupationally relevant and in demand in the | abor market as
deternmined by the | ocal workforce devel opnment board and may be no
nore than 2 years in duration. Participants nust nmake satisfactory
progress while in training or education. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL WORK
W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ECONOM C GROWIH TO | DENTI FY
BARRI ERS THAT PREVENT WORK FI RST PARTI CI PANTS FROM OBTAI NI NG
EMPLOYMENT AND SELF- SUFFI CI ENCY

(3) ALL FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM RECI PI ENTS ARE WORK OR
TRAI NI NG ELI G BLE UNLESS EXEMPTED FROM WORK FI RST PARTI Cl PATI ON
UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON. The foll owi ng individuals are exenpt from
participation in work first:

(a) A child under the age of 16.

(b) Achild aged 16 or older, or a mnor parent, who is
attending el enentary or secondary school full-tine.

(c) The parent of a child under the age of 3 nonths. The
famty—independence—agency—way— DEPARTMENT SHALL require a parent
exenpted fromparticipation in work first under this subdivision to

participate in famly services, including, but not limted to,
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instruction in parenting, nutrition, —anrd— child devel opnent, AND
ABSTI NENCE- BASED FAM LY PLANNI NG begi nning 6 weeks after the birth
of his or her child until the child is 3 nonths old as fulfillnment
of that parent's social contract obligation under section
57e(1)(c).

(d) An individual aged 65 or ol der.

(e) Arecipient of supplenental security inconme. AN | NDI VI DUAL
WHO IS APPLYI NG FOR SUPPLEMENTAL SECURI TY | NCOVE | S NOT
AUTOVATI CALLY EXEMPT FROM PARTI Cl PATION I N WORK FI RST DURI NG THE
APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR SUPPLEMENTAL SECURI TY | NCOVE.

(f) An individual who neets 1 or nore of the follow ng
Criteria to the extent that the individual, based on WRI TTEN
nmedi cal —evi-dence— VERI FI CATI ON PROVI DED BY A PHYSI CI AN,
PSYCHI ATRI ST, OR PSYCHOLOAQ ST and an assessnent of need by the
famty—independence—agency— DEPARTMENT, is severely restricted in
his or her ability to participate in enploynment or training
activities:

(1) Arecipient of social security disability, or nedica
assi stance due to disability or blindness.

(i) An individual suffering froma physical or nental
i npai rment that neets federal supplenental security incone
di sability standards, except that no mninmumduration is required.

(iii) The spouse of an individual described in subparagraph (i)
or (ii) who is the full-tinme caregiver of that individual.

(iv) A parent or caretaker of a child who is suffering froma
physi cal or nmental inpairnent that neets the federal suppl enental

security incone disability standards, except that no m ni mum
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duration is required.

(4) In addition to those individuals exenpt under subsection
(3), the —famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT nmay grant a
tenporary exenption fromparticipation in work first, not to exceed
90 days, to an individual who is suffering froma —decurented
short-termnental or physical illness, limtation, or disability
that severely restricts his or her ability to participate in
enpl oynment or training activities AS DOCUMENTED I N VWRI TI NG BY A
PHYSI Cl AN, PSYCHI ATRI ST, OR PSYCHOLOGQ ST. An individual with a
docurented— nental or physical illness, limtation, or disability
AS DESCRIBED IN THI S SECTI ON that does not severely restrict his or
her ability to participate in enploynent or training activities
shalH—be— IS required to participate in work first at a nedically
perm ssi bl e |evel.

(5) An individual is not disabled for purposes of this section
i f substance abuse is a contributing factor material to the
determ nation of disability.

(6) I NDIVIDUALS EXEMPT FROM PARTI CI PATI ON I N WORK FI RST UNDER
TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE EVALUATED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERM NE
ELIA@ BILITY TO PARTI Cl PATE I N OTHER WORK- RELATED ACTIVITIES. |IF AN
I NDI VIDUAL IS ELI G BLE TO PARTI Cl PATE | N OTHER WORK- RELATED
ACTIVITIES, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REFER HI M OR HER TO THOSE
ACTI VI Tl ES.

(7) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REEVALUATE AN | NDI VI DUAL EXEMPT FROM
PARTI Cl PATI ON I N WORK FI RST UNDER SUBSECTI ON (3) EVERY 120 DAYS TO
DETERM NE WHETHER THE | NDI VI DUAL CONTI NUES TO BE EXEMPT FROM WORK
FI RST PARTI Cl PATI ON.
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(8) AN I NDI VI DUAL EXEMPT FROM PARTI Cl PATI ON | N WORK FI RST DUE
TO A MENTAL OR PHYSI CAL | LLNESS, LIM TATION, OR DI SABILITY AS
DOCUMENTED I N VWRI TI NG BY A PHYSI CI AN, PSYCH ATRI ST, OR PSYCHOLOG ST
SHALL BE EVALUATED NOT LATER THAN 90 DAYS FROM THE DEPARTMENT' S
RECEI PT OF THAT DOCUMENTATI ON FOR ELIG BILITY I N THE FEDERAL
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURI TY | NCOVE PROGRAM

Enacting section 1.

Thi s anmendat ory act

unless all of the following bills of the 93rd

enacted into | aw

(a) Senate Bill
04044' 05) .

(b) Senate Bill
04624' 05).

(c) Senate Bill
04626' 05) .

(d) Senate Bill
05231' 05).

(e) Senate Bill
05232' 05).

(f) Senate Bill
05233' 05).
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