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HOUSE BILL No. 5433

November 10, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Accavitti, Bieda, Tobocman, Farrah, Vagnozz,
Zelenko and Wojno and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to amend 1974 PA 258, entitled
"Mental health code,"
by anmendi ng section 617 (MCL 330. 1617).

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 617. (1) A respondent in a guardi anship proceeding
conduct ed —pursuant—to— UNDER this chapter may demand that a jury
deci de any issue or issues of fact. A jury shall consist of 6
persons to be chosen in the same manner as provided in the probate
court rules.

(2) A respondent in a guardianship proceedi ng conduct ed
pursuant—te— UNDER this chapter —shal—have— HAS the right to
present evidence, and to confront and cross-examne all w tnesses.

(3) The hearing nmay be closed to the public on the request of

t he respondent or the respondent's |egal counsel
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harm— THE RESPONDENT |'S ENTI TLED TO BE PRESENT AT THE HEARI NG I N
PERSON AND TO SEE OR HEAR ALL EVI DENCE BEARI NG UPON THE

RESPONDENT' S CONDI TI ON. | F THE RESPONDENT W SHES TO BE PRESENT AT
THE HEARI NG ALL PRACTI CAL STEPS SHALL BE TAKEN TO ENSURE H S OR

HER PRESENCE, | NCLUDI NG | F NECESSARY, MWVWI NG THE HEARI NG SI TE

(5) A guardian shall not be appointed under this section
unl ess the person who prepared the report or at least 1 of the
persons who performed an evaluation serving in part as basis for
the report testifies in person in court.

(6) The respondent has the right, at his or her own expense,
or if the respondent is indigent, at the expense of the state, to
secure an i ndependent eval uation. Conpensation for an independent
eval uation at public expense shall be in an anmount —whieh— THAT is
reasonabl e and based upon tinme and expenses and approved by the

court.
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