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HOUSE BILL No. 4123

February 1, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Clack, Gillard, Brown, Anderson, Meisner, Waters,
Zelenko, Vagnozzi, Byrnes, Murphy, Lipsey, Gonzales, Plakas, Kathleen Law, Alma
Smith, Sak, Donigan, Williams, Hune, Nofs, Gleason, Condino, Moolenaar and Walker
and referred to the Committee on Family and Children Services.

A bill to establish the foster care i ndependence program to
provi de certain services for certain youth in foster care due to
child abuse or child neglect; and to prescribe the duties of
certain state departnents.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. (1) This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
"foster care independence act".

(2) A young adult is eligible for services under this act if

he or she is or has been in a foster care placenent through the

state of M chigan based on child abuse or child neglect on or after

his or her fourteenth birthday.
(3) Ayoung adult is not eligible for services under this act

if 1 or nore of the follow ng apply:
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(a) The young adult is in an out-of-hone placenent solely as
an adj udi cated delinquent. If the young adult is currently an
adj udi cated delinquent but met the eligibility criteria before his
or her adjudication, services may be provided under this act after
t he del i nquency case is closed.

(b) The young adult was never in an out-of-honme placenent
based on child abuse or child neglect.

(c) The young adult is in a detention facility or other state-
operated facility.

(4) Services under this act shall be provided to eligible
young adults 14 years of age and ol der regardl ess of the permanency
pl anni ng goal . Services under this act shall be available to al
el igible young adults after case closure through 20 years of age.
Services under this act shall be provided on an "as-needed" basis.

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Adjudicated delingquent” neans an individual found to have
commtted an offense that, if conmtted by an adult, would be a
crimnal offense.

(b) "Child abuse” and "child neglect" nean those terns as
defined in section 2 of the child protection |law, 1975 PA 238, ML
722.622.

(c) "Departnent” neans the departnent of human servi ces.

(d) "Foster care" means 24-hour substitute care for children
pl aced away fromtheir parents or guardians for whomthe state
agency has placenment and care responsibility. Foster care pl acenent
i ncludes, but is not Ilimted to, placenent in foster famly hones,

child care institutions, and preadoptive placenents.
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(e) "Young adult" means an individual 14 years of age or ol der
but less than 21 years of age.

Sec. 3. (1) The departnent shall establish the foster care
i ndependence programto offer education, training, enploynent, and
fi nancial support for young adults |eaving foster care.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to create a programto
do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) ldentify young adults who are likely to remain in foster
care until 18 years of age and hel p these children nmake the
transition to self-sufficiency by providing services such as
assi stance in obtaining a high school diplom, career exploration,
vocational training, job placenment and retention, training in daily
living skills, training in budgeting and financial managenent
skills, substance abuse prevention, and preventive health
activities, including snoking avoidance, nutrition education, and
pregnancy prevention.

(b) Help young adults who are likely to remain in foster care
until 18 years of age receive education, training, and services
necessary to obtain enpl oynment.

(c) Help young adults who are likely to remain in foster care
until 18 years of age prepare for and enter postsecondary training
and education institutions.

(d) Provide personal and enotional support to children aging
out of foster care, through nentors and the pronotion of
interactions with dedicated adults.

(e) Provide financial, housing, counseling, enploynent,

education, and other appropriate support and services to forner
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foster care recipients between 18 and 21 years of age to conpl enent
their owmn efforts to achieve self-sufficiency and to assure that
program partici pants recogni ze and accept their persona
responsibility for preparing for and then nmaking the transition
from adol escence to adul t hood.

Sec. 4. (1) The departnent shall provide at |least all of the
foll owi ng goods and services to eligible young adults in the foster
care i ndependence program

(a) Services that are not avail able from other funding sources
or agencies for eligible young adults currently in the foster care
system and for young adults rel eased fromfoster care before
reaching 21 years of age.

(b) Educational support.

(c) Casses or groups on interpersonal conmunication and
bui | di ng and mai ntai ning relationships and cl asses or groups on
i ndependent living skills.

(d) Stipends to cover the cost of utility deposits, security
deposits, and first nonth's rent to eligible young adults who are
| eaving foster care or have left foster care because they have
reached 18 years of age but have not reached 21 years of age. The
first nonth's rent and danmage deposit may only be provided to young
adults 18 to 21 years of age who are | eaving foster care or who
have | eft foster care because they attained 18 or 19 years of age
and have not reached 21 years of age.

(2) The departnment shall nake known a |ist of goods and
servi ces provi ded under the program established in this act.

Sec. 5. The departnent may provi de goods and services all owed
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1 under federal |law and any other goods and services the departnent

2 considers appropriate.
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