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6:00 p.m.

The House was called to order by the Speaker.

The roll was called by the Clerk of the House of Representatives, who announced that a quorum was present.

Accavitti�present Garfield�present Meisner�present Sheen�present
Acciavatti�present Gieleghem�present Meyer�present Sheltrown�present
Adamini�present Gillard�present Middaugh�present Shulman�present
Amos�present Gleason�present Milosch�present Smith�present
Anderson�present Hager�present Minore�present Spade�present
Bieda�present Hardman�present Moolenaar�present Stahl�present
Bisbee�present Hart�present Murphy�present Stakoe�present
Bradstreet�present Hood�present Newell�present Stallworth�present
Brandenburg�present Hoogendyk�present Nitz�present Steil�present
Brown�present Hopgood�present Nofs�present Stewart�present
Byrum�present Howell�present O�Neil�present Tabor�present
Casperson�present Huizenga�present Paletko�present Taub�present
Caswell�present Hummel�present Palmer�present Tobocman�present
Caul�present Hune�present Palsrok�present Vagnozzi�present
Cheeks�present Hunter�present Pappageorge�present Van Regenmorter�present
Clack�present Jamnick�present Pastor�present Vander Veen�present
Condino�present Johnson, Rick�present Phillips�present Voorhees�present
Daniels�present Johnson, Ruth�present Plakas�present Walker�present
Dennis�present Julian�present Pumford�present Ward�present
DeRoche�present Koetje�present Reeves�present Waters�present
DeRossett�present Kolb�present Richardville�present Wenke�present
Drolet�present Kooiman�present Rivet�present Whitmer�present
Ehardt�present LaJoy�present Robertson�present Williams�present
Elkins�present LaSata�present Rocca�present Wojno�present
Emmons�present Law�present Sak�present Woodward�present
Farhat�present Lipsey�present Shackleton�present Woronchak�present
Farrah�present McConico�present Shaffer�present Zelenko�present
Gaffney�present

e/d/s = entered during session



Rep. Rick Johnson, from the 102nd District, offered the following invocation:

�Take time to think. It is the source of power. Take time to play. It is the secret of continued youth. Take time to
read. It is the foundation of wisdom. Take time to pray. It is the greatest power on earth. Take time to love and be loved.
It is a God-given privilege. Take time to be friendly. It is the road to happiness. Take time to laugh. It is the music of
the soul. Take time to give. It is too short a day to be selfish. Take time to work. It is the price of success. Take time
to do charity. It is the key to heaven. Amen.�

Motions and Resolutions

Representative Richardville moved that a special committee of four members be appointed to notify the Senate that
the House was ready to meet the Senate in Joint Convention.

The motion prevailed.
The Speaker appointed as such committee Representatives Hunter, Jamnick, Pumford and Woronchak.

______

The special committee to notify the Senate that the House was ready to meet in Joint Convention returned to the
House along with the members of the Senate.

The committee, though its Chairperson, reported that it had performed the duty assigned it. The report was accepted
and the committee discharged.

The Sergeant at Arms announced the members of the Senate, who were admitted and conducted to seats.

Joint Convention

6:30 o�clock p.m.
The Joint Convention was called to order by the President of the Joint Convention, Lieutenant Governor Cherry.
Rev. Oscar King, Pastor of Unity Baptist Church in Detroit, offered the following invocation:

�Eternal God, we lift our eyes to the majestic skies and we know that You are there. When heroic spirits rise to noble
action to God a heavenly chariot to spread Your word, we know that You are there. When we come before the
unspeakable glory of the Almighty and make a cradle of courage in the rich soil of freedom, we know that You are there.
God of grace, God of glory, we ask Your blessing on this noble woman that You appointed and then anointed as the
governor of this great state. Bless these members of this committed House of Representatives and the equally
consecrated members of the Senate. We beseech You, O God, to grant them the wisdom to legislate with knowledge and
with compassion. Grant them the courage to face yet unseen challenges and to know, in the midst of all of this, that You
are still here and still in charge. We pray tonight for Governor Granholm as she speaks to this joint session, and for all
who must make difficult decisions in difficult times about the heart wrenching issues confronting this nation and this
state. May her words inspire this entire state to work together in its defining moment in our history�a unique moment
in history, because only Your grace and Your divine wisdom could have blessed us with a democratic governor and a
republican legislature, both of whom You�ve created as spirited and spiritual servants. Yet, O God, in the midst of our
lack of understanding, we know that You are still here and still in command. You mighty warriors and stewards of God�s
offering, you may think that you are in charge because you are elected by the people of this state, but we are humbled
when we realize that it is only the vote of our Creator that counts because this is His state, this is His nation, His world
and He is still God. Reveal to us, O God, to all of us, reinforce Your mandate for recalling satan. Draw us, O God, every
man, woman, boy or girl, black, white, red, brown, straight or otherwise. Draw, O God, democrat and republican, urban
and suburban into Your inspiring presence. Lift us up when we fall down. Bind us together when we are wounded and
let us pledge our loyalty, first to You and then to our Governor. Let us join together in mutual commitment to seek Your
way, do Your will in the battle against poverty, racism, sexism and classism. We will give Your Name the praise, the
glory and the honor. We close this prayer with a humble but enlightening prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi: �Lord, make
me an instrument of Thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine
Master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled, but to console; not to be understood, but to understand;
not as to love, for it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
receive eternal life.� Hear our prayers, O gracious God, for we ask it in Your Name, we leave it in Your hands, in Your
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heart to separate the fervent from the foolish. Continue to love us because of who You are and not because who we
think we are. This humble prayer we commend to You on this day, this hour, in this place, in the year of our Lord. We
ask You hear our prayer, O God. Amen.�

The roll of the Senate was called by the Secretary, who announced that a quorum of the Senate was present.

The roll of the House was called by the Clerk, who announced that a quorum of the House was present.

The President of the Joint Convention announced that the two Houses had met in Joint Convention to receive the
message of the Governor.

Representative Richardville moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be
appointed to invite and escort the State Officers to the Joint Convention.

The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Amos and Elkins, and Senators Toy

and Basham.

The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the State Officers to be present at the
Joint Convention.

The State Officers, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.

Senator Hammerstrom moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be
appointed to invite and escort the Judges of the Court of Appeals to the Joint Convention.

The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Newell and Condino, and Senators

Hardiman and Barcia.

The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the Judges of the Appeals Court to be
present at the Joint Convention.

The Judges of the Appeals Court, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.

Representative Richardville moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be
appointed to invite and escort the Justices of the Supreme Court to the Joint Convention.

The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Koetje and Lipsey, and Senators

Sanborn and Cherry.

The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the Justices of the Supreme Court to be
present at the Joint Convention.

The Justices of the Supreme Court, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.

Senator Hammerstrom moved that a special committee, consisting of three Representatives and three Senators, be
appointed to invite and escort the Governor to the Joint Convention.

The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Shackleton, Vagnozzi and

Hopgood, and Senators McManus, Jacobs and Clark-Coleman.

The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee to wait on the Governor.
The Governor, escorted by the committee, was conducted to the rostrum.

The President of the Joint Convention then introduced Governor Granholm who gave her message to the Joint
Convention as follows:

�Thank you.
Lieutenant Governor Cherry, Speaker Johnson, Democratic Leader Byrum, Majority Leader Sikkema, Democratic

Leader Emerson and the members of the state Senate and House; Chief Justice Corrigan and the members of the
judiciary, Attorney General Cox, Secretary of State Land, President Straus and the members of the Board of Education,
colleagues and friends: good evening.
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It has been said that �only challenge produces the opportunity for greatness.� So, Michigan, we are challenged, and
this is our time for greatness.

In the face of challenge, I relish Michigan�s chances for greatness because I am convinced of the tremendous power
of the Michigan spirit. Some might wonder whether there can be a single unifying �Michigan spirit��when we�ve got
Spartans and Wolverines, Detroiters and Grand Rapidians and Yoopers�like Steve Mariuchi, Muslims and Jews and
Sikhs and Catholics and Protestants, Ford and GM and Daimler-Chrysler, Hayworth and Steelcase and Herman Miller,
and John Engler and me.

In the face of such striking diversity, this is our common spirit: Michigan is driven by hard work and innovation
that builds wider and stronger bonds of community.

We Michiganians came here to work and we are unafraid of working hard. People don�t move here to gamble, lie on
the beach, play the stock market, compete ruthlessly or live the easy life. Our Michigan spirit mirrors our classic
American one: This is a place of traditions, a wholesome place to raise a family, a place where hard work and good
work done well is admired and rewarded.

And Michigan doesn�t just work hard, we work smart. We innovate. We explode with creativity. The Michigan spirit
of innovation has spurred thousands of dreams into reality. Teenagers belting out catchy harmonies in West Grand
Boulevard basements created the soundtrack of our nation. Kids who sketched Corvettes and T-Birds in school
notebooks are today engineering the hybrid vehicles of this century.

But nowhere does our spirit soar higher than when hard work is united with innovation�to build stronger bonds of
community.

Fifty years ago, Michigan took an incredible stand when it triumphed in a challenge of extraordinary political,
economic, architectural and physical dimensions. In 1953, the state issued nearly $100 million in bonds so work could
begin on a bridge�the Mighty Mac�that would join the two peninsulas of our one state. Today, most of us cannot
imagine a Michigan without it. Fifty years ago, almost no one could imagine a Michigan with it.

The bridge literally arose from citizen vision that extended far beyond what politicians and bureaucrats thought
achievable. It was built with a magnificent mix of bold design, artistry, courage and sheer ironworker will. There is no
greater symbol of our belief in One Michigan, and no greater testament to the strength of our Michigan spirit.

Today, our spirit is being tested in new ways. We boldly wrestle with a competitive and often heartless beast called
the global economy. Our country is endangered by terrorists. Our elders are struggling to maintain the dignity they
earned after a lifetime of hard work and contribution. Too many children are roughed up instead of built up for this
rough world. And Michigan�s spectacular natural environment itself is under assault.

These dangers outline the challenge of our time, and call anew for the greatness of our Michigan spirit.
Today my fellow citizens, I submit to you that while the state of our budget is weak, the state of our Michigan spirit

is strong. And we will accomplish great things through this challenge. The Michigan spirit will propel us forward, and
we will progress toward the goals that matter most to Michigan�s people. We will educate our children and we will
protect the well-being of our families, despite this budget crisis.

Together, we will have to work hard. We will have to innovate, and we will have to act as one community�
especially right here in this building. I applaud the Republican leadership of Senator Majority Leader Sikkema and
Speaker Johnson for their willingness to work with this Democrat and Michigan�s Democrats, to move beyond
partisanship, faction, friction and ego to achieve common ground. We were elected as Democrats and Republicans, but
we serve as Michiganians and Americans.

Together, we have inherited one of the most severe budget crises this state has ever known.
This year the total state budget is $285 million short. I have already asked my department directors to cut their

budgets by at least 4 percent and I am asking the Legislature to pass an Executive Order that will carve $158 million
from the General Fund budget right now to bring us into balance.

Unfortunately, the current school budget crafted last year and based on last year�s assumptions has now also come
up short. Michigan law requires that our school budget be balanced�and with good reason. Two weeks ago, the law
forced a $127 million cut in school aid. A cut to education is a cut to the heart�to this heart. It was painful, even if
mandated by law.

The General Fund budget problem we inherit for the budget year ahead is $1.7 billion out of balance. Just how much
is $1.7 billion? Let me give it to you straight. We could close every prison in the state and still not have enough to
close the gap. Or, we could close every Secretary of State�s office, shut down the Michigan State Police, lock up every
State Park, cut out the entire Legislature, shut down the Attorney General�s Office, and shut down the Departments of
Agriculture, Military and Veterans Affairs, Environmental Quality, and Natural Resources... and still not close the gap.
In other words, some 20 percent of the services we now provide through the General Fund budget we cannot afford.

It will not be easy, but in March I will present a balanced budget. The fiscal year 2004 budget will ensure that our
government lives within its means, but it will have to cut deep to do so. We will work to protect what matters most,
but every department, every agency, every local government and every citizen will feel the scale of this problem. You
are all invited to be part of the solution.
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How did our budget get so out of whack? Quite simply, we cut taxes but not spending, and we continue to spend
more than we take in. That must and will stop. You can use your MasterCard to pay your VISA bill, and even transfer
that balance to your Discover card, but eventually the bill will come due. Today is Michigan�s due date and we, the
Michigan family, must make tough choices to pay the bill and balance the budget. Though I did not create this problem,
I will see that we fix it.

How will we do it? By doing what every Michigan family does when times are tough. We will work harder, cut waste
and tighten our belts. We will save every dollar, and we will invest in the things that really matter. We have already
started. In my first month on the job, I directed the Department of Management and Budget to review every state
contract for cost overruns and potential cost savings. I will request that the Administrative Board�which signs-off on
state purchases�hold up contracts that represent a major expense. And I have asked my Department Directors to cut
contractual expenses with an outside vendor by at least 7 percent.

I am cutting the fleet of state vehicles by 1,000 cars, calling in cell phones and credit cards, stopping subscriptions,
color copying and pay stub mailings. I have directed each state agency to use up every pad of paper, and sheet of
stationery in existence, even if my predecessor�s name is on them. I don�t need them to say �Granholm.� I need them
to say that we�re giving the taxpayers a frugal government.

In these first five weeks on the job, I have focused my attention on the budget, but not been consumed by it, for
already we have done other great work for the people of Michigan.

We are giving our citizens a diverse government. I have appointed a cabinet that reflects the true face and the vast
mind of Michigan. It is white, black, Asian and Hispanic. It is female and male, fresh-faced and veteran. It draws from
city and suburb and farm, east and west, north, south and central. We have recruited the best, whether Democrats,
Republicans or Independents. And although I�m certain they are all well fed, I know they hunger for change.

Diversity gives birth to great creativity. An honored workforce brings forth dedication. Michigan state employees
are Michigan�s unsung heroes�men and women who quietly toil to keep the wheels of government turning in good
times and bad. Often, the people who know best how to meet a challenge are those who face it on the frontline. Our
state employees are not part of the problem; they are the heart of the solution. We will aggressively seek their
intelligence and input. And they have I am sure all of our deep thanks for giving more in these times of scarcity.

I have reached out in these first five weeks to engage citizens with government. Citizens are providing input through
a Medicaid summit on how to repair our broken Medicaid system. Citizens are providing input in Flint through a
community summit on how to repair a bruised city. And tomorrow morning, I will officially open to the citizens a
Governor�s Constituent Services division on the ground floor of the Governor�s office. Every month, I will hold office
hours so citizens can come and share their ideas directly with me and John Cherry. Later this February, I will go on
the road to tell it to you straight and to ask citizens for their input on balancing our busted budget.

But let me be very clear, my fundamental message tonight is that we will cut the size of government, and we will
move to greatness. The challenge we face is not unique. Whether your business is a titan in the global market or a sub
shop in the local mall, you struggle with the double demand; cut costs and improve your products and services. State
government is no different.

We are fortunate that our business community is answering the call to serve: American Axle, Arvin Meritor, Butzel
Long, Delphi, Strategic Staffing Solutions and Visteon have all committed to loan top executives to our state
departments to serve full-time as a team of Bureaucracy Busters. They will help us streamline, root out waste and find
creative ways to do the people�s work. I thank them and I hope you will thank them for their citizen patriotism.

But enough about cutting. I�ll present a budget message to you in March. Let us turn tonight to what we can
accomplish together in spite of the budget.

First, we must grow our economy. Last year, Michigan lost 59,000 jobs and we rank in the bottom quarter of all
states in terms of personal income growth. Though no state can completely escape the effects of a national economic
downturn, Michigan can�t afford to wait for federal policy or a national trend to lift our boat. We must do that job
ourselves.

To this end, I have committed my Administration to create a Technology Tri-Corridor. We will position Michigan to
lead the world in the development of the technology-based industries likely to dominate the world economy in this new
century.

The Corridor will focus new technology business recruitment and development in three critical areas: the life
sciences, the automotive industry and the emerging homeland security sector.

Already, our Life Sciences Corridor has nurtured the development of cutting edge biotechnology firms and made our
state a leader in this important new field. The same emphasis can help us build on our automotive heritage, and grow
businesses that keep our citizens, state and country safe.

Last week the President committed the federal government to the development of fuel cell powered cars within a
generation. As your Governor, I make my own commitment�not only will we build those cars in Michigan, our
Automotive Technology Corridor will help develop the fuel cell technology those cars will run on.
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Wayne Gretzky once offered this advice: �Skate to where the puck is going, not to where the puck is.� My colleagues,
the puck is going toward the goal of homeland security, the third sector in the Tri-Corridor. And Michigan needs to get
there quickly�literally to �capitalize� by growing businesses in an area of emerging and critical need. Three economic
strengths, three technology corridors.

We will use Michigan�s financial power as leverage to bring investment capital to the Tri-Corridor. Today some 240
private investment funds do business with the State of Michigan. Our State Treasurer, Jay Rising, is now telling those
fund managers that they�ll get more of our business if they make sound investments in our Technology Tri-Corridor.

Make no mistake, no one will out-work me, out-run me or out-hustle me when it comes to keeping or bringing good
jobs to this state.

And I won�t do it alone. In the coming weeks I will ask some of our state�s leading business people, labor leaders
and economists to serve on my Council of Economic Advisors. The mission of this Council will be crystal clear: find
ways to ensure that Michigan leads the nation in private investment and job growth. I am pleased that Lansing�s
results-driven mayor, David Hollister, has joined us to head a consolidated, streamlined state Department of Labor and
Economic Growth. Our goal�replicate his success at revitalizing Lansing in the other urban centers across our state.
And we want to create vibrant, cool cities, hip places to live and work.

Perhaps the single most important key to economic development is the one that opens the doors to learning in the
minds of our young ones today. In the knowledge economy, business and education are linked; you cannot succeed at
the former if you do not excel at the latter. I assure you, educational excellence will be my number one priority.

We will begin with Project Great Start�a broad movement to increase learning in the critical years from birth to age
five�because education must begin at birth.

Scientific research on the brain is clear: By the time a child arrives for kindergarten, 85 percent of the brain is
developed. If the brain is purposefully stimulated and nurtured before a child is old enough to tie his or her shoes, that
child�s lifelong capacity to learn will be forever enhanced. And, unfortunately, if it is not, an opportunity is lost
forever.

The challenge to completely shift our thinking to seize this incredible opportunity is immense. Let me say it again:
Education should begin at age zero not age five. Let the immensity of this shift not deter us, but stir us to concerted
action. Project Great Start will link people and institutions all across our state with a common strategy�and
uncommon imagination�to achieve a common purpose.

Project Great Start will make a huge difference in the lives of our children if we do two things and do them well.
First, we must focus on educating new parents�before their baby is born, in the maternity ward, at check-ups and

later at home. No one wants to be a bad parent, but not everyone understands what it takes to be a good one,
particularly when it comes to stimulating and nurturing the supple minds of young children.

Second, we need to read to children. Educators insist that if we read to every child under the age of five for just one
half-hour every day, the change would be revolutionary, the educational achievement in our schools would skyrocket.
That simple half-hour act repeated over these five preschool years amounts to a full year of school, and it doesn�t cost
one cent.

Already, many of our Intermediate School Districts are deeply involved in these early childhood education activities
and they�re making great strides. As I submit my budget, I will ask all 57 of these county-wide and multi-county
districts to re-define their mission: to recognize that education begins at age zero; to find ways to educate parents; and
to make sure our young children are read to for a half-hour each day.

At the same time, I will ask each and every state department that impacts the lives of our children to come together
to form the Children�s Action Network so that we can coordinate departmental policies to support our parental
education and child reading goals.

As we engage the full weight of the Executive Branch in this effort, I applaud the leadership of the legislative
Children�s Caucus and know that their work will encompass early education.

Finally, I will ask Michigan�s foundation community, which has already supported important work on this issue in
our state, to do even more. We are grateful to our foundations for the support they have given the Ready to Succeed
Partnership, the organization that has spearheaded the creation of early childhood learning coalitions across our state.
And I know their commitment to this issue remains strong.

Our children need a Great Start. Then they need great teachers at every stop on their journey to educational
achievement.

Michigan�s educators unlock the mysteries of multiplication tables, Shakespeare, photosynthesis and penmanship. In
addition to our families, they are the ones who breathe into us the values of hard work, innovation, grit and community.
It happens every day. At Roosevelt Elementary, in Room 1. At Central Middle and Renaissance High. Teachers model
curiosity, integrity and responsibility. Our teachers and principals create pride of place�teach our children they belong
in this class, this school, this city, this Michigan�this America.

Please join with me in recognizing Susan Gutierrez here with us tonight. Mrs. Gutierrez is a teacher at Forest Hills
Central Middle School near Grand Rapids and she is Michigan�s Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Gutierrez, we thank you and
all the phenomenal teachers who are giving their professional lives in service to molding young minds.
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It is both my profound gratitude to the great teachers in my life, and my absolute certainty that good teaching is the
key to our economic wellbeing, that steels this conviction in me: We must give teachers the best tools available in the
world to teach better than they ever imagined they could.

Today, I am announcing the creation of the Governor�s Education Technology Fund�the GET Fund�a public-
private partnership between the State of Michigan, Intel and others to provide educators with on-line professional
development opportunities through the Michigan Virtual University and school districts. Thanks to the GET fund,
hard-working teachers will be able to access best practices and continually expand their knowledge anytime, anywhere.

While we in Michigan are blessed with an education community second to none, we cannot rely on our educators
alone to prepare our children�our state�for the future. Every one of us must find a way to reach out, too.

I�m proud that this year my husband, Dan Mulhern, will renew the Mentor Michigan initiative that I introduced as
Attorney General three years ago. He will spearhead a statewide effort to recruit thousands of citizens to be role models
and mentors for children who badly need a caring adult. Research proves mentoring reduces youth crime. And we will
not stop until every child in Michigan can answer the question�which too many children cannot answer today��who
really and truly takes a special interest in you and believes in you?� Please acknowledge Dan Mulhern.

Our youngest adults hold the greatest hope, and we will tap their energy, also. We will team high schools with early
childhood centers to supply volunteers to read to children for a half an hour a day. It�s already being done in districts
like Traverse City and it�s coming soon in places like Kent and Wayne counties.

In the coming months, I will ask all of our school districts to volunteer to make 40 hours of community service a
requirement for graduation from their high schools. We want to raise young people who embrace service to others as
a way of life.

We must also insist that high schoolers stay in school. I urge you in the Legislature to adopt legislation that will send
a clear message to our students: �If you don�t show up in school, you shouldn�t bother showing up at the Secretary of
State�s office either,� because we won�t issue driver�s licenses to chronic truants. Driving is a privilege, not a right.
The responsibility of driving a car should be linked to the responsibility of attending school.

Finally, we need to take a new approach to using academic achievement scholarships to encourage students to reach
higher levels of performance in school. Scholarships shouldn�t just reward those who manage to succeed in our
education system today; they should encourage far greater numbers of students to succeed tomorrow.

I have created a Great Lakes, Great Hopes Scholarship Fund that will guarantee scholarships to middle school
students who commit to graduate from high school and go on to college or another post high school education
experience.

We�ll fund these scholarships with private donations today, and with joint public-private support when our fiscal
situation improves. One way or another, we�ll make sure that the doors of educational opportunity swing wide for those
with limitless dreams, but limited means.

Just as stronger schools are critical to our strategy to build Michigan�s economy so, too, are our efforts to create a
healthier Michigan. Not only do we need a healthy workforce, but our state�s businesses can�t soar if they are weighed
down by runaway health care costs.

There are several things we will do today to make Michigan healthier tomorrow.
For the first time in this state�s history, we will be led by a State Surgeon General, Dr. Kimberlydawn Wisdom, who

is here with us tonight and who will focus on rebuilding our state�s public health agenda. She will focus on preventing:
lead poisoning, teen pregnancy, obesity, teen smoking, HIV/AIDS and more.

Second, we will take concrete action to bring down the high cost of prescription drugs in this state.
On behalf of our seniors, we have submitted�just this afternoon�a waiver request to the federal government asking

for additional federal funds to expand EPIC, our Elder Prescription Insurance Coverage program. The waiver will
allow us to more than double the number of low-income Michigan seniors who can rely on EPIC for comprehensive
prescription coverage.

I have also instructed the state�s Director of Community Health, Janet Olszewski, to begin negotiations with other
states to form a multi-state compact for prescription drugs. By leveraging the compact�s immense buying power, we
expect to cut tens of millions of dollars from our Medicaid drug costs this year.

We will not wait for Washington to act. We will get it done, now.
Likewise, the time has come to protect the spectacular environment that beats with the heart of the Michigan spirit.
In my Administration, the environment will not be an afterthought; it will be a priority.
First, we will no longer allow Michigan to be North America�s dumping ground.
Federal law doesn�t allow us to ban this trade in Canadian and out-of-state trash, but we do have the right to insist

that trash dumped in our landfills meets our standards. I am asking this legislature to act now to pass legislation that
will allow us to refuse to accept solid waste loaded with batteries, bottles, cans and toxic substances that jeopardize
our health and safety. Our state cannot�and will not�be the nation�s trash can.
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Second, I stand before you tonight to assure you that I will exercise my authority under federal law to veto any
proposed export or transfer of Great Lakes water outside of our Great Lakes Basin. Our water is our defining natural
resource�and it should never be for sale.

I applaud Senator Sikkema for his leadership on protecting our ground water, and with him I will push for a
Michigan water protection statute to prevent the diversion of all of our waters.

Third, we will lead in promoting regional cooperation. As citizens we are not confined to the county, city or
township lines drawn on a map�our thinking should not be either. We must think regionally about managing our
watersheds, about our public transportation systems, about sharing common assets and services among units of
government.

And this year, we must finally address the issue of land use. We must develop a cooperative, commonsense approach
to how we use our land so we can protect our forests and farms; prevent the sprawl that chokes our suburban
communities and threatens our water quality; and bring new life to our cities and older suburbs.

So I am pleased to join with Senators Sikkema and Emerson, and Speaker Johnson and Representative Byrum to
establish a bipartisan Commission on Land Use to ensure that Michigan grows in a way that preserves the character of
the state we call home. The Commission will be headed by two men from different parties but with a shared love of
Michigan and a commitment to its future: Governor William Milliken and Attorney General Frank Kelley.

Governor Milliken couldn�t be with us here tonight, but Attorney General Kelley is here. General Kelley, will you
please stand. We thank you for your unflagging service to the people of Michigan.

Every day the morning news reminds us of what security really means. It means making sure that our families feel
safe in their homes and that our homes are safe here in our homeland of Michigan. Security and safety is the most basic
duty of government, and one that I take very seriously.

That is why I have directed Colonel Sturdivant, the Director of the Michigan State Police, to coordinate with county
and local law enforcement to aggressively go after violent criminals who violate their parole to get them off the streets.
Violent criminals deserve to be in jail�no ifs, ands, or buts.

Especially today, no discussion of security is complete without addressing the war on terrorism. With our active and
long border and the amount of commerce and number of people who pass through our state, Michigan is on the
frontline of the battle to ensure the security of our American homeland.

I will create the position of Advisor for Homeland Security within the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
to more directly link our security efforts here in Michigan with the country�s defense preparations in Washington. We
will be ready to answer the nation�s call to service at a moment�s notice.

The Michigan State Police Emergency Management Division, Office of Public Health Preparedness and the National
Guard�s 51st Civil Support Team have already been preparing for a chemical and biological emergency. In the next
ninety days, they will jointly conduct a training exercise to test our capabilities to respond to a bioterror event.

Right now, the 1460th unit of the Michigan National Guard has left Michigan for likely deployment overseas. These
men and women are not full-time soldiers�they are factory workers and store owners; teachers and nurses; mothers
and fathers, sons and daughters. They are citizens willing to give their time�and God-forbid, their lives, to serve our
country.

Sgt. Rohnalda Hollon from Beaverton shipped out last week with the 1460th. While she serves to protect our
families, her husband Timothy will stay home to raise and protect their own. Tim, their 10-year old daughter Whitney,
and their 7-month old twins, John and Timothy, are with us tonight.

Tim, you and Rohnalda are both heroes. We salute you and our entire military family for your commitment to our
country.

And let us also salute those 7 Columbia Space Shuttle heroes who gave their lives to give wings to our nation�s
dreams of flight and exploration. Laurel Clark, one of the astronauts on board Columbia, sent an e-mail from space to
her family just days ago. Looking out the porthole window onto the earth below, she used Lake Michigan as a landmark
to find her Wisconsin home on the globe. She recognized us from above�our mitt, the imprint of God�let us pause
to recognize her and her lost colleagues tonight.

In the shadow of these soaring gifts, the sacrifices of our service men and women, the astounding innovations of
NASA, and the service to country they represent�we too, are challenged to greatness.

Will we give to our children�all of them�their birthright of educational opportunity? Will we protect the soil that
we pray our soldiers will soon kneel to kiss? Will we protect the health of our parents and children, the safety of our
own cities and villages? We have challenges, but with the full breath of the Michigan spirit, we will one day sing of a
new greatness born in these times.

As we face the great challenges that lie ahead, I call on the people of Michigan not to be bystanders. Do not look at
children struggling to read and say, �Those aren�t my kids.� Do not see seniors struggling to pay for their prescription
drugs and say, �Those aren�t my parents.� Do not drive by neighborhoods suffering from blight and crime and say,
�That�s not my problem.�

The fact is, they are all problems we share�and we will either tackle them together or suffer the collective
consequences.

92 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE [February 5, 2003] [No. 6



While patriots pack their bags to serve in the name of Democracy overseas, let us give life to the Michigan spirit
here at home. We can win our wars. Life�s most satisfying victories are those that seemed impossible, yet gave way in
the end to grit and hard work. Life�s most dazzling victories dawn when imagination finds a way they said couldn�t be
found. And the sweetest of all victories arise when those thought to be adversaries together lead to a higher ground.

Our call is not unlike that given to the leaders of our troops abroad: the most cherished homecomings occur when
we protect those most at risk in times of dark and storm. My friends, I say to you in closing: �We cannot wait for the
storm to blow over; we must learn to work in the rain.�

And that, my friends, is the Michigan spirit. Thank you, God bless you, and good night.�

The business of the Joint Convention having been completed, the Governor, the Justices of the Supreme Court, the
Judges of the Appeals Court and the State Officers withdrew.

Representative Richardville moved that the Joint Convention adjourn.
The motion prevailed, the time being 8:05 o�clock p.m.

The Lt. Governor and members of the Senate retired.

The Speaker announced that the House of Representatives and Senate had met in Joint Convention and had listened
to the message of the Governor.

Reports of Standing Committees

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

The following report, submitted by Rep. Koetje, Chair of the Committee on Government Operations, was received
and read:

Meeting held on: Tuesday, February 4, 2003, at 2:50 p.m.
Present: Reps. Koetje, Drolet, Howell and Waters
Absent: Rep. Lipsey
Excused: Rep. Lipsey

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

The following report, submitted by Rep. Palmer, Chair of the Committee on Education, was received and read:
Meeting held on: Tuesday, February 4, 2003, at 2:53 p.m.
Present: Reps. Palmer, Hummel, Meyer, Bradstreet, Hager, Hart, Ruth Johnson, Tabor, Voorhees, Vander Veen,

Nofs, Stahl, Gieleghem, Vagnozzi, Spade, Smith, Hopgood, Meisner and Clack

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

The following report, submitted by Rep. Bradstreet, Chair of the Committee on Energy and Technology, was
received and read:

Meeting held on: Wednesday, February 5, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.
Present: Reps. Bradstreet, Huizenga, Middaugh, Bisbee, LaSata, Casperson, DeRoche, Garfield, LaJoy, Nitz,

Palsrok, Stahl, McConico, Rivet, Daniels, Woodward, Hopgood, Murphy and Stallworth

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

The following report, submitted by Rep. Tabor, Chair of the Committee on Conservation and Outdoor Recreation,
was received and read:

Meeting held on: Wednesday, February 5, 2003, at 10:30 a.m.
Present: Reps. Tabor, Milosch, Bradstreet, Richardville, Rocca, Nitz, Gillard, Farrah, Sheltrown and Accavitti
Absent: Rep. Ehardt
Excused: Rep. Ehardt
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COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

The following report, submitted by Rep. Julian, Chair of the Committee on Insurance, was received and read:
Meeting held on: Wednesday, February 5, 2003, at 10:30 a.m.
Present: Reps. Julian, Hune, Bisbee, Ehardt, Middaugh, Hummel, Garfield, Robertson, Sheen, Daniels, Woodward,

Anderson, Wojno, Hood and Gillard

Announcement by the Clerk of Printing and Enrollment

The Clerk announced that the following bills had been printed and placed upon the files of the members, Monday,
February 3:

Senate Bill Nos. 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78
79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92
93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 106

107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120
121 122 123 124 125 126 127

The Clerk announced that the following bills and joint resolution had been printed and placed upon the files of the
members, Tuesday, February 5:

House Bill Nos. 4134 4135 4136 4137 4138 4139 4140 4141 4142 4143 4144 4145
House Joint Resolution B

Communications from State Officers

The following communication from the Family Independence Agency was received and read:

January 30, 2003
Attached please find the report that fulfills the requirement in Section 57g of P.A. 280 of 1939, as amended, which

directs the Family Independence Agency (FIA) to report data collected on sanctions between February 1, 2002 and
December 31, 2002. The amended section was effective March 22, 2002 and policy changes were implemented by FIA
on April 1, 2002, therefore, the following report reflects the period of April 1, 2002 through December 31, 2002.

If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Maria Candy at (517) 335-3519.
Sincerely,
Nannette M. Bowler
Director

The communication was referred to the Clerk.

Introduction of Bills

Reps. Ward, Hune and DeRoche introduced
House Bill No. 4146, entitled
A bill to amend 2000 PA 321, entitled �Recreational authorities act,� by amending sections 3 and 5 (MCL 123.1133

and 123.1135).
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Local Government and Urban Policy.

Rep. Kolb introduced
House Bill No. 4147, entitled
A bill to create a commission on state land use policy; to provide for its powers and duties; and to repeal acts and

parts of acts.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Land Use and Environment.

Rep. Palmer introduced
House Bill No. 4148, entitled
A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled �The revised school code,� by amending sections 501, 502, 503, 504, 504a,

and 507 (MCL 380.501, 380.502, 380.503, 380.504, 380.504a, and 380.507), sections 501, 502, 503, 504a, and 507 as
amended by 1995 PA 289 and section 504 as amended by 1994 PA 416, and by adding sections 503b and 1320.

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Education.
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Reps. Meyer, Brandenburg and Bieda introduced
House Bill No. 4149, entitled
A bill to amend 1961 PA 236, entitled �Revised judicature act of 1961,� (MCL 600.101 to 600.9948) by adding

section 2955c.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Reps. Sheltrown, DeRossett, Spade, Rivet, Brown, Gillard, Elkins, Sheen, Hoogendyk, Hopgood, Gleason and
Drolet introduced

House Bill No. 4150, entitled
A bill to amend 1927 PA 372, entitled �An act to regulate and license the selling, purchasing, possessing, and

carrying of certain firearms and gas ejecting devices; to prohibit the buying, selling, or carrying of certain firearms and
gas ejecting devices without a license or other authorization; to provide for the forfeiture of firearms under certain
circumstances; to provide for penalties and remedies; to provide immunity from civil liability under certain
circumstances; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies; to prohibit certain conduct against
individuals who apply for or receive a license to carry a concealed pistol; to make appropriations; to prescribe certain
conditions for the appropriations; and to repeal all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act,� by amending
section 5j (MCL 28.425j), as amended by 2002 PA 719.

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Reps. Woodward, Woronchak, Wojno, Bieda, Vagnozzi, Gieleghem, Elkins, Gleason, Anderson, Dennis, Sak,
Minore, Spade, Condino, Hunter, Tobocman, Smith, Law, Hopgood, Meisner, Lipsey, Gillard, Adamini, Brown,
McConico, Whitmer, Clack, Cheeks, Phillips, Stallworth, Jamnick, Accavitti, Plakas, Reeves, O�Neil, Kolb and
Hardman introduced

House Bill No. 4151, entitled
A bill to allow certain prescription drug manufacturers and labelers to enter into rebate agreements with the

department of community health; to establish a discount prescription drug program for certain individuals; to allow
certain retail pharmacies to offer certain discounts; to create certain funds; to prescribe certain powers and duties of
certain state agencies and departments; and to provide for the promulgation of rules.

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

Reps. Kooiman, Newell, Richardville, Huizenga, Brandenburg, Vander Veen and Voorhees introduced
House Bill No. 4152, entitled
A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled �Natural resources and environmental protection act,� (MCL 324.101 to

324.90106) by adding sections 11532a, 11532b, 11532c, and 11532d.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Land Use and Environment.

Reps. Kooiman, Richardville, Huizenga, Brandenburg, Voorhees and Shackleton introduced
House Bill No. 4153, entitled
A bill to amend 1937 PA 94, entitled �Use tax act,� by amending section 21 (MCL 205.111), as amended by 1994

PA 34.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

Reps. Casperson, Julian, LaJoy, Adamini, Stahl, Shackleton, Brown, Walker, Caswell, Newell, Emmons,
Hoogendyk, Pastor, Palsrok, Robertson, Hummel, Richardville, Amos, Brandenburg, Moolenaar, Nitz and Shaffer
introduced

House Bill No. 4154, entitled
A bill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled �Michigan vehicle code,� by amending sections 719 and 720 (MCL 257.719

and 257.720), section 719 as amended by 2002 PA 453 and section 720 as amended by 2002 PA 535.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

Reps. Kolb, Vagnozzi and Lipsey introduced
House Bill No. 4155, entitled
A bill to regulate certain health clubs with respect to potential medical emergencies; and to provide for civil

sanctions.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.
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Reps. Kolb, Vagnozzi and Lipsey introduced
House Bill No. 4156, entitled
A bill to amend 1990 PA 250, entitled �DNA identification profiling system act,� by amending section 6 (MCL

28.176), as amended by 2001 PA 87.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Criminal Justice.

Reps. Rivet, Brown and Adamini introduced
House Bill No. 4157, entitled
A bill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled �Michigan election law,� by amending sections 758, 759, and 759b (MCL

168.758, 168.759, and 168.759b), section 758 as amended by 1996 PA 207 and section 759 as amended by 1995 PA 261.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Local Government and Urban Policy.

Reps. Sheen, Milosch, Hoogendyk, Robertson, Gaffney, Caswell, Nitz, Newell, Vander Veen, Rocca, Drolet, Nofs
and Garfield introduced

House Bill No. 4158, entitled
A bill to amend 1965 PA 166, entitled �An act to require prevailing wages and fringe benefits on state projects; to

establish the requirements and responsibilities of contracting agents and bidders; and to prescribe penalties,� by
amending section 1 (MCL 408.551).

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Tax Policy.

Reps. Sheen, Milosch, Hoogendyk, Robertson, Gaffney, Caswell, Nitz, Newell, Vander Veen, Rocca, Drolet, Nofs
and Garfield introduced

House Bill No. 4159, entitled
A bill to amend 1937 PA 94, entitled �Use tax act,� by amending section 2 (MCL 205.92), as amended by 2002 PA 669.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Tax Policy.

Reps. Sheen, Hoogendyk, Robertson, Caswell, Vander Veen, Nitz, LaJoy and Drolet introduced
House Bill No. 4160, entitled
A bill to amend 1964 PA 154, entitled �Minimum wage law of 1964,� by amending the title and section 3 (MCL

408.383).
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Employment Relations, Training and

Safety.

Reps. Sheen, Ward, Hoogendyk, Caswell, Vander Veen, Nitz, LaJoy, Drolet and Middaugh introduced
House Bill No. 4161, entitled
A bill to amend 1965 PA 166, entitled �An act to require prevailing wages and fringe benefits on state projects; to

establish the requirements and responsibilities of contracting agents and bidders; and to prescribe penalties,� by
amending section 1 (MCL 408.551).

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Employment Relations, Training and
Safety.

Reps. Sheen, Ward, Hoogendyk, Caswell, Vander Veen, Nitz, LaJoy, Drolet, Middaugh and Van Regenmorter
introduced

House Bill No. 4162, entitled
A bill to amend 1965 PA 166, entitled �An act to require prevailing wages and fringe benefits on state projects; to

establish the requirements and responsibilities of contracting agents and bidders; and to prescribe penalties,� by
amending section 1 (MCL 408.551).

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Employment Relations, Training and
Safety.

Rep. Minore introduced
House Bill No. 4163, entitled
A bill to amend 1978 PA 368, entitled �Public health code,� by amending section 12905 (MCL 333.12905), as

amended by 1993 PA 242.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Regulatory Reform.
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Reps. Minore, Wojno, Gieleghem and Lipsey introduced
House Bill No. 4164, entitled
A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled �The revised school code,� by amending section 503 (MCL 380.503), as

amended by 1995 PA 289.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Education.

Reps. Minore, Gieleghem, Zelenko, Murphy, Daniels, Hopgood, Gleason, Anderson, Adamini, Vagnozzi, Plakas,
Condino, Accavitti, Clack, Dennis and Woodward introduced

House Bill No. 4165, entitled
A bill to amend 1964 PA 154, entitled �Minimum wage law of 1964,� by amending sections 4 and 7a (MCL 408.384

and 408.387a), section 4 as amended by 1997 PA 2 and section 7a as amended by 1997 PA 1.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Employment Relations, Training and

Safety.

Reps. Minore, Dennis, Plakas, Zelenko, Murphy, Gieleghem, Gleason, Condino, Adamini, Spade, Woronchak,
Byrum, Phillips, Waters, Anderson, Woodward, Rivet, Gillard, Brown, Sak, Law, Daniels, Lipsey, Paletko, Stallworth,
Jamnick, O�Neil, Hopgood, Tobocman, Elkins, Farrah, Accavitti, Clack, Bieda, Wojno and Hardman introduced

House Bill No. 4166, entitled
A bill to amend 1936 (Ex Sess) PA 1, entitled �Michigan employment security act,� by amending section 27 (MCL

421.27), as amended by 2002 PA 192.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Employment Relations, Training and

Safety.

Rep. Stewart introduced
House Bill No. 4167, entitled
A bill to amend 1956 PA 218, entitled �The insurance code of 1956,� by amending sections 501, 503, 2059, 2212b,

2213, 2403, 2406, 2418, 2420, 3406f, 3539, 5104, and 7705 (MCL 500.501, 500.503, 500.2059, 500.2212b, 500.2213,
500.2403, 500.2406, 500.2418, 500.2420, 500.3406f, 500.3539, 500.5104, and 500.7705), sections 501 and 503 as
added by 2001 PA 24, section 2059 as amended by 1986 PA 253, section 2212b as amended by 2000 PA 486, section
2213 as amended by 2002 PA 707, sections 2403, 2406, 2418, and 2420 as amended by 1993 PA 200, section 3406f as
added by 1996 PA 517, section 3539 as added by 2000 PA 252, section 5104 as amended by 1999 PA 211, and section
7705 as amended by 1996 PA 548, and by adding chapters 36A and 37; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Insurance.

Reps. Hune, Ward, Palsrok, Stahl, Gaffney, Stakoe and Acciavatti introduced
House Bill No. 4168, entitled
A bill to amend 1953 PA 232, entitled �Corrections code of 1953,� (MCL 791.201 to 791.283) by adding section 19a.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Criminal Justice.

Rep. Hart introduced
House Bill No. 4169, entitled
A bill to designate an official amphibian of this state.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

Rep. Hart introduced
House Bill No. 4170, entitled
A bill to amend 1999 PA 94, entitled �Michigan merit award scholarship act,� by amending section 7 (MCL

390.1457), as amended by 2002 PA 736.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Higher Education.

Reps. Hart and Pumford introduced
House Bill No. 4171, entitled
A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled �The revised school code,� by amending section 1212 (MCL 380.1212), as

amended by 1993 PA 312.
The bill was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Appropriations.
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Reps. Minore, Dennis, Plakas, Zelenko, Gleason, Adamini and Woronchak introduced
House Joint Resolution C, entitled
A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the state constitution of 1963, by amending section 54 of article IV

and section 30 of article V, to modify term limits for certain elected state offices. 
The joint resolution was read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

______

Rep. Bieda moved that the House adjourn.
The motion prevailed, the time being 9:15 p.m.

The Speaker declared the House adjourned until Thursday, February 6, at 10:00 a.m.

GARY L. RANDALL
Clerk of the House of Representatives


