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HOUSE BILL No. 5472

HOUSE BILL No. 5472

February 5, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Bradstreet, Voorhees, Nitz, Stahl, Hager, Hummel,
DeRossett, Vander Veen, Kooiman, Drolet and Hoogendyk and referred to the Committee
on Judiciary.

A Dbill to amend 1846 RS 84, entitled
"Of divorce,"
by amendi ng section 45 (MCL 552.45).
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 45. (1) Every bill of conplaint filed shall set forth
t he nanes and ages of all children of the marriage, and when
there are children under 17 years of age a copy of the summobns

i ssued in the cause shall be served upon the —the preosecuting
attoerney— friend of the court of the county where suit is

commenced , of upon the friend of the court 1n those counties

court——Fhe prosecutingattorney—or— The friend of the court —se

who is served shall enter —his— an appearance in the cause. —

and—when,—+nhis— If, in the friend of the court's judgnent, the

interest of the children or the public good so requires, —he— the
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friend of the court shall introduce evidence and appear at the

heari ng and oppose the granting of a —deeree— judgnent of
di vorce. —tn—-any—ecasewhereirnthere—arenochildrentheissueof

oppose—thegrantingof—a decree—of divoree— For every case

—whi-eh— that the —presecutingatterney— friend of the court
i nvestigates, and —nA—-which—-he— appears by and with the consent

of the court, —he— the friend of the court shall receive the sum
of $5.00, to be paid by the county treasurer upon the certificate

of the circuit judge that —sueh— the services have been

performed. —Nethinginthisactecontainedshallbe construed-as
: . hei : :
Liei I " o
: . I .

: : , ' ded | hi ’
shall—receive-the conpensation provided for such -service— The
friend of the court shall file with the court, and, upon the
request of a party, provide to the party, a determ nation of the
interests of the child and the public good.

(2) The friend of the court shall annually provide a report
to the state court admnistrative office. The report shall state

the follow ng information
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(a) The nunber of appearances filed with the court.

(b) The nunber of children involved in each appearance.

(c) The nunber of divorces that were opposed as not in the
interests of the child.

(d) The nunber of divorces that were opposed as not in the
interests of the public good.

(3) As used in this section, "interests of the child" neans
the sumtotal of the following factors to be consi dered,
eval uated, and determ ned by the friend of the court:

(a) If a divorce is likely to do any of the foll ow ng:

(i) Inmprove, maintain, or dimnish the |ove, affection, and
ot her enotional ties existing between the parties involved and
the child.

(ii) Inmprove, maintain, or dimnish the capacity and
di sposition of the parties involved to give the child I ove,
af fection, and guidance and to continue the education and raising
of the child in the child' s religion or creed, if any.

(iit) I'nmprove, maintain, or dimnish the capacity and
di sposition of the parties involved to provide the child with
food, clothing, nedical care, or other renedial care recognized
and permtted under the laws of this state in place of nedical
care and other material needs.

(iv) Upset a stable, satisfactory environnent.

(v) Result in a suitable living arrangenent for the child
i nvol ved.

(vi) I'nmprove, maintain, or dimnish the nental and physica

health of the parties involved.
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(vii) I'nmprove, maintain, or dimnish school and conmunity
record of the child.

(viii) The willingness and ability of each of the parents to
facilitate and encourage a close and continuing parent and child
rel ati onship between the child and the other parent.

(iX) Reduce donestic violence or nental anguish of any of the
parties involved.

(b) The preference of the child, if the friend of the court
considers the child to be of sufficient age to express a
pr ef erence.

(c) Any other factor considered by the friend of the court to

be relevant to a particular child.
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