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HOUSE BILL No. 4358
o

HOUSE BILL No. 4358

March 18, 2003, Introduced by Reps. DeRossett, Casperson, Hummel, Shackleton and
Bradstreet and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicle code, "
by amendi ng section 719 (MCL 257.719), as amended by 2002 PA
453.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 719. (1) A vehicle unloaded or with |load shall not
exceed a height of 13 feet 6 inches. The owner of a vehicle that
collides with a lawfully established bridge or viaduct is |liable
for all damage and injury resulting froma collision caused by
t he height of the vehicle, whether the clearance of the bridge or
vi aduct is posted or not.

(2) Lengths described in this subsection shall be known as
the normal | ength maxi num Except as provided in subsection (3),
the foll owi ng vehicles and conbi nati ons of vehicles shall not be

operated on a highway in this state in excess of these |engths:
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(a) Any single vehicle: 40 feet; any single bus or notor
hone: 45 feet.

(b) Articul ated buses: 65 feet.

(c) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section, a
conbination of a truck and semtrailer or trailer, or a truck
tractor, semtrailer, and trailer, or truck tractor and
semtrailer or trailer, designed and used exclusively to
transport assenbl ed notor vehicles or bodies, recreational
vehi cl es, or boats, that does not exceed a length of 65 feet.
Stinger-steered conbinations shall not exceed a |l ength of 75
feet. The |oad on the conbinations of vehicles described in this
subdi vi sion may extend an additional 3 feet beyond the front and
4 feet beyond the rear of the conbinations of vehicles.

Ret ract abl e extensi ons used to support and secure the |oad that
do not extend beyond the all owabl e overhang for the front and
rear shall not be included in determ ning |length of a | oaded
vehi cl e or vehicle conbination

(d) Truck tractor and semtrailer conbinations: no overal
| ength, the semitrailer not to exceed 50 feet.

(e) Truck and semtrailer or trailer: 59 feet.

(f) Truck tractor, semtrailer, and trailer, or truck tractor
and 2 semtrailers: 59— 65 feet.

(g) More than 1 notor vehicle, wholly or partially assenbl ed,
in conbination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle nounts with ful
nmount mechani snms and utilizing the notive power of 1 of the
vehi cl es in conbination, not to exceed 55 feet.

(3) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (2), the foll ow ng vehicles
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and conbi nations of vehicles shall not be operated on a
desi gnated highway of this state in excess of these |engths:

(a) Truck tractor and semtrailer conbinations: no overal
length limt, the semitrailer not to exceed 53 feet. All
semtrailers longer than 50 feet shall have a wheel base of 37.5
to 40.5 feet plus or mnus 0.5 feet, neasured fromthe kingpin
coupling to the center of the rear axle or the center of the rear
axl e assenbly. Before April 1, 2003, a semitrailer with a length
| onger than 50 feet shall not operate with nore than 2 axles on
the semtrailer. After March 31, 2003, a senmtrailer with a
| ength | onger than 50 feet shall not operate with nore than 3
axles on the semtrailer. Cty, village, or county authorities
may prohibit stops of vehicles with a semtrailer |onger than 50
feet within their jurisdiction unless the stop occurs al ong
appropriately designated routes, or is necessary for energency
purposes or to reach shippers, receivers, warehouses, and
term nal s al ong desi gnated routes.

(b) Truck and semtrailer or trailer combinations: 65 feet,
except that a person nmay operate a truck and semtrailer or
trailer designed and used to transport saw | ogs, pul pwood, and
tree Il ength poles that does not exceed an overall length of 70
feet. A person nmay operate a truck tractor and semtrailer
desi gned and used to transport saw | ogs, pul pwood, and tree
| engt h wooden poles with a | oad overhang to the rear of the
semtrailer which does not exceed 6 feet if the semtrailer does
not exceed 50 feet in |ength.

(c) Truck tractor and 2 semitrailers, or truck tractor,
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semtrailer, and trailer conbinations: no overall length limt,
if the length of each semitrailer or trailer does not exceed
28-1/2 feet each, or the overall length of the semtrailer and
trailer, or 2 semtrailers as measured fromthe front of the
first towed unit to the rear of the second towed unit while the
units are coupl ed together does not exceed 58 feet.

(d) More than 1 notor vehicle, wholly or partially assenbl ed,
in conbination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle nounts with ful
mount mechani snms and utilizing the notive power of 1 of the
vehi cl es in conbination, not to exceed 75 feet.

(4) The foll ow ng conbi nati ons and novenments are prohibited:

(a) Atruck shall not haul nore than 1 trailer or
semtrailer, and a truck tractor shall not haul nore than 2
semtrailers or 1 semtrailer and 1 trailer in conbination at any
1 time, except that a farmtractor may haul 2 wagons or trailers,
or garbage and refuse haul ers may, during daylight hours, haul up
to 4 trailers for garbage and refuse coll ection purposes, not
exceeding in any conmbination a total length of 55 feet and at a
speed limt not to exceed 15 mles per hour.

(b) A conbination of vehicles or a vehicle shall not have
nore than 11 axles, except when operating under a valid permt
i ssued by the state transportation departnment or a |oca
authority with respect to a highway under its jurisdiction.

(c) Any conbi nation of vehicles not specifically authorized
under this section is prohibited.

(d) A conmbination of 2 semtrailers pulled by a truck

tractor, unless each semtrailer uses a fifth wheel connecting
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assenbly which conforns to the requirenents of the notor carrier
safety act of 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL 480.11 to 480. 22.

(e) A vehicle or a conbination of vehicles shall not carry a
| oad extending nore than 3 feet beyond the front of the | ead
vehi cl e.

(f) A vehicle described in subsections (2)(e) and (3)(d)
enploying triple saddl e nounts unless all wheels that are in
contact with the roadway have operating brakes.

(5) Al conbinations of vehicles under this section shal
enpl oy connecting assenblies and lighting devices that are in
conpliance with the notor carrier safety act of 1963, 1963 PA
181, MCL 480.11 to 480. 22.

(6) The total gross weight of a truck tractor, semtrailer
and trailer conbination or a truck tractor and 2 semtrailers
conbi nation that exceeds 59 feet in length shall not exceed a
rati o of 400 pounds per engine net horsepower delivered to clutch
or its equivalent specified in the handbook published by the

soci ety of autonotive engineers, inc. (SAE), 1977 edition.

(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a
civil infraction. The owner of the vehicle nay be charged with a
violation of this section.

(8) As used in this section:

(a) "Designated hi ghway" neans a hi ghway approved by the
state transportation departnment or a |local authority wi th respect
to a highway under its jurisdiction.

(b) "Length" neans the total length of a vehicle, or

conbi nation of vehicles, including any |oad the vehicle is
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carrying. Length does not include safety and energy conservation
devi ces including, but not limted to, inpact absorbing bunpers,
rear view mrrors, turn signal |anps, marker |anps, steps and
hand hol ds for entry and egress, flexible fender extensions, nud
flaps, or splash and spray suppressant devices; |oad induced tire
bul ge; refrigeration or heating units; or air conpressors
attached to the vehicle. A safety or energy conservation device
shal |l be excluded froma determ nation of length only if it is
not designed or used for the carrying of cargo, freight, or
equi pnent. Semitrailers and trailers shall be nmeasured fromthe
front vertical plane of the forenpst transverse | oad supporting
structure to the rearnost transverse | oad supporting structure.

(c) "Stinger-steered conbinations"” neans a truck tractor and
semtrailer conbination in which the fifth wheel is |located on a
drop frame | ocated behind and bel ow t he rearnost axle of the

power unit.
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