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HOUSE BILL No. 4351

HOUSE BILL No. 4351

March 18, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Shackleton, Sheltrown, Walker, Brown, Kooiman,
LaJoy, Palsrok, Bieda and Pastor and referred to the Committee on Great Lakes and
Tourism.

A bill to anend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Nat ural resources and environnental protection act,"”
(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding part 360.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
PART 360
ADOPT- A- FOREST PROGRAM
Sec. 36001. As used in this part:
(a) "Participant” means a vol unteer group or i ndividual
participating in the adopt-a-forest program
(b) "Wastes" includes solid waste as defined in part 115,
hazardous waste as defined in part 111, and ot her recyclable
mat eri al s.
Sec. 36002. (1) The departnent shall adm nister a program
entitled the adopt-a-forest program which shall be designed to

renove illegally dunped waste from public forestlands. The
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program shall include public informational activities but shal
be directed primarily toward encouragi ng and retaining the
participation of volunteers in cleaning up public forestlands in
the state.

(2) The departnment may enter into agreements with
participants to i nplenent the adopt-a-forest program An
agreenent shall be for up to a 3-year period, after which a new
agreenent may be entered into. The provisions in agreenents with
participants shall include, but need not be limted to, both of
t he foll ow ng:

(a) ldentification of a parcel of public forestland. A
partici pant nmay request a specific parcel of forestland it w shes
to adopt. In assisting participants in selecting a parcel of
forestland, the departnent shall cooperate with affected federal
state, and | ocal managenent agenci es and nonprofit
or gani zati ons.

(b) Specification of the responsibilities of the participant
as follows:

(i) The responsibilities shall include the renmoval of wastes
fromthe designated parcel at |east once per year. The
partici pant shall cooperate with the departnment to pronote
recycling or proper disposal of recovered recycl able material s,
scrap tires, and hazardous waste.

(ii)) The responsibilities shall include the participant's
agreenent to abide by guidelines related to the programthat are
adopted by the departnment under section 36003.

(iii) The responsibilities may include other activities
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approved by the departnent that are environmentally sound.

Sec. 36003. In inplenmenting this part and the
adopt-a-forest program the departnent shall do all of the
fol |l ow ng:

(a) Adopt guidelines related to the operation of the
adopt - a-forest program

(b) Create a recognition programthat acknow edges the
efforts of participants. Any recognition that includes signage
shall conmply with the foll ow ng:

(i) Not nore than 1 sign shall be placed to recognize a
partici pant adopting a particul ar forest.

(ii)) The sign shall not be larger than 3 feet by 3 feet in
ar ea.

(iii) The sign shall be | ocated only at a parking |ot,
trail head, or roadside

(c) Provide safety information and assi stance to
partici pants.

(d) Provide participants with natural resource information

and educational materials.

(e) Assist in coordinating cleanups and identifying | ocations

of wastes on public forestlands for recovery by partici pants.

(f) Devel op, as part of the guidelines under subdivision (a),

a data tracking systemrelated to cleanup activities.

Sec. 36004. (1) The departnent may provide up to 100% of
preapproved waste di sposal fees upon request by a participant in
any fiscal year as long as funds are avail able and the

partici pant provides in-kind services equaling or exceeding 25%
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of the anount of the fees.

(2) The departnment shall conpile information gathered from
the data tracking system under section 36003(f) for inclusion in
t he annual report prepared under section 36005.

(3) Any noney received by a participant fromthe sal e of
recyclable materials nmay be retained by the participant to be
used for mscell aneous expenses related to the cleanup
activities.

Sec. 36005. The departnent shall prepare and submt an
annual report to the standing commttees of the |egislature that
primarily consider issues pertaining to the protection of natura
resources and the environnent and to the senate and house
appropriations subcommttees on natural resources. This annua
report shall include the nunber of acres from which wastes were
renoved, the nunber of tons of wastes renoved, and the anmount of

wast es that were recycl ed.
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