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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5430 ASINTRODUCED 1-27-04

The bill would amend the Michigan Vehicle Code to add a new requirement that a motor
vehicle being driven on a highway have its lights on ("display lighted headlamps') when
precipitation causes the driver to operate windshield wipers.

The code currently requires a vehicle to have its lights on 1) between one-half hour after
sunset to one-half hour before sunrise and 2) when there is insufficient light to make
persons and vehicles on a highway clearly discernable at a distance of 500 feet. The hill
would retain those requirements but rewrite the whole section. As now, the bill would
specify that the distance requirement be based on a straight, level, unlighted portion of a
highway under normal atmospheric conditions, and that the height requirement of alamp
be measured from its center to level ground when the vehicle is without a load.

In addition, the bill specifies that a violation of the section being amended is a civil
infraction (as appears to be the case now for equipment violations in Sections 683 to 714,
with afew exceptions,; see MCL 257.683).

MCL 257.684

FISCAL IMPACT:
The bill indicates that a person in violation of the section is responsible for a civil
infraction. Revenue from civil infraction fines under the Michigan Vehicle Code is

earmarked for county law libraries and local libraries. We do not have an estimate of the
number or amount of civil fines which may be levied for violations of this section.
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