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SENATE BILL No. 935

December 11, 2001, Introduced by Senators BENNETT, BULLARD, SHUGARS,
JOHNSON, MC MANUS, SIKKEMA, GOUGEON, HAMMERSTROM, NORTH,
GARCIA, SANBORN, SCHUETTE, GOSCHKA, STEIL, SCHWARZ and STILLE
and referred to the Committee on Transportation and Tourism.

A bill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,”
by anmendi ng section 312f (MCL 257.312f), as anended by 1992 PA
180, and by addi ng section 312g.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 312f. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this sec-
tion, a person shall be —rmot—tess—than— AT LEAST 18 years of age
before he or she is issued a vehicle group designation or
I ndor senent, other than a notorcycle indorsenent, on an
operator’s or chauffeur’s license and, as provided in this sec-
tion, the person shall pass know edge and driving skills tests
that conply with m ninum federal standards prescribed in
49 C.F. R part 383. A person operating a vehicle to be used for
farm ng purposes only may obtain a group A, a group B, or an F
vehicl e group designation if he or she is —not—tess—than— AT
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LEAST 16 years of age. Each witten exam nation given an
applicant for a vehicle group designation or indorsenent on an
operator’s or chauffeur’s license shall include subjects designed
to cover the type or general class of vehicle to be operated. A
person shall pass an exam nation that includes a driving test
designed to test conpetency of the applicant for an original
vehi cl e group designati on and passenger indorsenment on an
operator’s or chauffeur’s license to drive that type or general
cl ass of vehicle upon the highways of this state with safety to
that person and ot her persons and property. The secretary of
state shall waive the driving skills test for a person operating
a vehicle that is used under the conditions described in section
312e(4)(a) to (d) unless the vehicle has a gross vehicle wei ght
rati ng of 26,001 pounds or nore on the power unit and is to be
used to carry hazardous materials on which a placard is required
under 49 C F. R parts 100 to 199. The driving test may be wai ved
If the applicant has a valid |license, indorsenent, or vehicle
group designation to operate that type or group of vehicle in
anot her state, except that the driving test for a vehicle group
desi gnati on or passenger vehicle indorsenment nmay not be waived
unl ess the applicant has a valid |icense wwth the appropriate
vehi cl e group desi gnation or passenger vehicle indorsenent in
anot her state issued in conpliance with the comercial notor
vehicl e safety act of 1986, title Xl of Public Law 99-570, 100
Stat. 3207-170.

(2) The secretary of state shall waive the know edge test

and the driving skills test and issue a 1-year seasonal
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restricted vehicle group designation for an otherw se qualified
person who desires to operate a group B or a group C vehicle for
a farmrelated service industry under the follow ng conditions:

(a) An applicant shall possess a good driving record.
However, an applicant who has not held an operator’s or
chauffeur’s license for at least 1 year is not eligible for a
wai ver. An applicant who has between 1 and 2 years of driving
experience shall possess a good driving record for his or her
entire driving history. An applicant who has nore than 2 years
of driving experience shall possess a good driving record for the
2 years immedi ately preceding application for a waiver.

(b) The seasons for which the seasonal restricted vehicle
group designation is issued shall be fromApril 2 to June 30 and
from Septenber 2 to Novenber 30 only of a 12-nonth period or, at
the option of the applicant, for not nore than 180 days fromthe
date of issuance in a 12-nonth period subsequent to 1992. A sea-
sonal restricted vehicle group designation under this subsection
shal | be issued, suspended, revoked, canceled, or renewed in
accordance with this act. The good driving record shall be con-
firmed before each season and 180-day peri od.

(c) The comrercial notor vehicle for which the seasona
restricted vehicle group designation is issued shall be operated
only on routes within 150 mles fromthe place of business to the
farmor farns being served.

(d) The commrercial notor vehicle for which the seasona

restricted vehicle group designation is issued shall not
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transport a quantity of hazardous materials on which a placard is
requi red except for the foll ow ng:

(i) Diesel notor fuel in quantities of 1,000 gallons or
| ess.

(i) Liquid fertilizers in quantities of 3,000 gallons or
| ess.

(i) Solid fertilizers that are not transported with any
or gani ¢ subst ance.

(e) The commrercial notor vehicle for which a seasona
restricted vehicle group designation is issued shall not include
a bus or school bus.

(3) The secretary of state nmay enter into an agreenent with
anot her public or private person or agency to conduct a skills
test required under this section, section 312e, or 49 C. F.R part
383.

(4) The secretary of state shall not issue a vehicle group
designation to an applicant for an original vehicle group desig-
nation to whom 1 or nore of the follow ng apply:

(a) The applicant has had his or her license suspended or
revoked for a reason other than as provided in section 321la, 515,
or 801c in the 36 nonths i medi ately precedi ng application,
except that a vehicle group designation nmay be issued if the sus-
pensi on or revocation was due to a tenporary nedical condition or
failure to appear at a reexam nation as provided in section 320.

(b) The applicant was convicted of or incurred a bond for-
feiture in relation to a 6-point violation as provided in section

320a in the 24 nonths inmedi ately preceding application, or a
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viol ation of section 625(3) or former section 625b, or a | ocal
ordi nance substantially corresponding to section 625(3) or formner
section 625b in the 24 nonths i medi ately precedi ng application,
If the violation occurred while the applicant was operating a
type of vehicle that is operated under a vehicle group
desi gnati on

(c) The applicant is listed on the national driver register,
the commercial driver license information system or the driving
records of the state in which the applicant was previously
i censed as being disqualified fromoperating a commerci al notor
vehicle or as having a |license suspended, revoked, canceled, or
deni ed.

(d) The applicant is listed on the national driver register,
the commercial driver license information system or the driving
records of the state in which the applicant was previously
| i censed as having had a |license suspended, revoked, or cancel ed
in the 36 nonths imrediately preceding application if a suspen-
sion or revocation would have been inposed under this act had the
applicant been licensed in this state in the original instance.
Thi s subdi vi sion does not apply to a suspension or revocation
that woul d have been inposed due to a tenporary nedical condition
or pursuant to section 32l1a, 515, or 80lc.

(e) The applicant is subject to a suspension or revocation
under section 319b or woul d have been subject to a suspension or
revocati on under section 319b if the applicant had been issued a

vehi cl e group desi gnation

05906’ 01



© 00 N O 0o A W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

6

(f) The applicant has been disqualified fromoperating a
commerci al notor vehicle under title Xl of Public Law 99-570,
100 Stat. 3207-170 or the applicant’s license to operate a com
merci al notor vehicle has been suspended, revoked, denied, or
canceled within 36 nonths i nmmedi ately precedi ng the date of
appl i cation.

(G THE APPLI CANT HAS NOT SUBM TTED A SET OF FI NGERPRI NTS AS
PRESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 312G, OR THE COVPARI SON FI NGERPRI NT REPORT
HAS NOT BEEN RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTIMENT.

(5) The secretary of state shall only consider bond forfei-
tures under subsection (4)(b) for violations that occurred on or
after January 1, 1990 when determi ning the applicability of sub-
section (4).

(6) If an applicant for an original vehicle group designa-
tion was previously licensed in another jurisdiction, the secre-
tary of state shall request a copy of the applicant’s driving
record fromthat jurisdiction. |If 1 or nore of the conditions
described in subsection (4) exist in that jurisdiction when the
secretary of state receives the copy, the secretary of state
shal | cancel all vehicle group designations on the person’s
operator’s or chauffeur’s license.

(7) Subsection (4)(a), (b), (d), and (f) do not apply to an
applicant for an original vehicle group designation who at the
time of application has a valid class 1, class 2, or class 3
I ndor senent under this act or a valid license to operate a com
nmercial notor vehicle issued by any state in conpliance with

title XIl of Public Law 99-570.
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(8) As used in this section:

(a) "Farmrel ated service industry” neans custom harvesters,
farmretail outlets and suppliers, agri-chem cal business, or
| i vestock feeders.

(b) "Good driving record" neans the criteria required under
regul ati ons described at 49 CF. R 383.77 and 57 F.R 75, P.
13650 (April 17, 1992).

SEC. 312G (1) AN APPLI CANT FOR A VEH CLE GROUP DESI GNATI ON
OR | NDORSEMENT, BEFORE BEI NG | SSUED A VEH CLE GROUP DESI GNATI ON
OR | NDORSEMENT, OTHER THAN A MOTORCYCLE | NDORSEMENT, ON HI S OR
HER OPERATOR' S OR CHAUFFEUR S LI CENSE, SHALL SUBM T A SET OF FI N-
CGCERPRI NTS ON FORMS OR | N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE POLI CE W TH THE APPLI CATI ON.

(2) UPON RECEI PT OF A SET OF FI NGERPRI NTS SUBM TTED UNDER
TH S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE SHALL COVPARE THE
FI NGERPRI NTS W TH THOSE ALREADY ON FI LE W TH THE DEPARTMENT AND
FORWARD A COPY OF THE FI NGERPRI NTS TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF
I NVESTI GATI ON FOR COMPARI SON W TH FI NGERPRI NTS ALREADY I N THE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATION' S FI LES. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
POLI CE SHALL REQUEST A REPORT OF THE COMPARI SON MADE BY THE FED-
ERAL BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATI ON AND PREPARE A REPORT OF THE COVPARI -
SON MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE AND FORWARD BOTH COw
PARI SON REPORTS TO THE DEPARTMENT.

(3) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT | SSUE A VEH CLE GROUP DESI GNA-
TI ON OR | NDORSEMENT, OTHER THAN A MOTORCYCLE | NDORSEMENT, ON AN
OPERATOR S OR CHAUFFEUR S LI CENSE | F El THER OF THE FI NGERPRI NT
COVPARI SON REPORTS RECEI VED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE

05906’ 01



8
1 I NDI CATES THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF A VI OLATI ON OF
2 CHAPTER LXXXI'II-A OF THE M CH GAN PENAL CODE, 1931 PA 328, MCL
3 750. 543A TO 750. 543Z.
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