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The joint resolution would amend Article I1X, Section 3 of the State Constitution to require
the legidlature to provide for a county-administered assessment system for qualified agricultural
property based on agriculture use value, beginning with taxes levied in 2001. The resolution also
would alow the legislature to provide for alternative methods of taxation for property removed
from agricultural use.

This would be an exception to the current constitutional requirement that the legidlature
provide for the “uniform general ad valorem taxation of real and personal property” (except for
school operating taxes) and the requirement that property be assessed at no more than 50 percent
of true cash value, subject to a limitation on annual increases in assessments. (The General
Property Tax Act defines “cash value” of property, generally speaking, asits usual selling price.)

The resolution would be submitted to the voters at the next general election.
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