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F ebruary  27, 1996, In troduced  by Reps. Law , M cB ryde, D eM ars, H o rto n , W alberg, 
Sikkem a, C ropsey, V oorhees, G em aat, B odem , D alm an, N ye, D eL ange, M cM anus, G eiger, R yan  
and Jersevic and re fe rred  to  the  C om m ittee  on Judiciary and Civil R ights.

A b i l l  t o  a m e n d  s e c t i o n  7 o f  A c t  N o . 9 1  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  

o f  1 9 7  0 ,  e n t i t l e d  a s  a m e n d e d  

" C h i l d  c u s t o d y  a c t  o f  1 9 7 0 , ”

a s  a m e n d e d  b y  A c t  N o . 2 9 3  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 9 0 ,  b e i n g  

s e c t i o n  7 7 2 . 2 1  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  L a w s ;  a n d  t o  r e p e a l  a c t s  

a n d  p a r t s  o f  a c t s .

THE PEO PLE OF THE STATE OP M ICHIGA N ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1 .  S e c t i o n  7 o f  A c t  N o . 9 1  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f

2 1 9 7 0 ,  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  A c t  N o . 2 9 3  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 9 0 ,  b e i n g

3 s e c t i o n  7 2 2 . 2 7  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  L a w s ,  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d

4 a s  f o l l o w s :

5 S e c .  7 .  ( 1 )  I f  a  c h i l d  c u s t o d y  d i s p u t e  h a s  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d

6 t o  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  a c t  o r  h a s

7 a r i s e n  i n c i d e n t a l l y  f r o m  a n o t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  o r
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1 an order or judgment of the circuit court, for the best interests

2 of the child the court may DO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

3 (a) Award the custody of the child to 1 or more of the par-

4 ties involved or to others and provide for payment of support for

5 the child, until the child reaches 18 years of age. Subject to

6 section 30 OF THE SUPPORT AND VISITATION ENFORCEMENT ACT,

7 ACT NO. 295 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1982, BEING SECTION 552.630 OF

8 THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, the court may also order support as

9 provided in this section for a child after he or she reaches 

10 18 years of age. 

11 

12 

13 (b) Provide for reasonable visitation of the child by the

14 parties involved, BY the maternal or paternal grandparents, or by

15 others, by general or specific terms and conditions. Visitation

16 of the child by the parents IS governed by

17 section 7a.

18 (c) Modify or amend its previous judgments or orders for

19 proper cause shown or because of change of circumstances until

20 the child reaches 18 years of age, and, subject to section

21 30 OF THE SUPPORT AND VISITATION ENFORCEMENT ACT, ACT NO. 295 OF

22 THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1982, BEING SECTION 552.630 OF THE MICHIGAN

23 COMPILED LAWS, AFTER the child reaches 18 years

24 of age. The court shall not modify or amend its previ-

25 ous judgments or orders or issue a new order so as to change the

26 established custodial environment of a child unless there is

27 presented clear and convincing evidence that it is in the best

2

05707'95 b



1 i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  T h e  c u s t o d i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  i s

2 e s t a b l i s h e d  i f  o v e r  a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  t i m e  t h e  c h i l d  n a t u r a l l y  l o o k s

3 t o  t h e  c u s t o d i a n  i n  t h a t  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  g u i d a n c e ,  d i s c i p l i n e ,

4 t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  p a r e n t a l  c o m f o r t .  T h e  a g e  o f  t h e

5 c h i l d ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u s -

6 t o d i a n  a n d  t h e  c h i l d  a s  t o  p e r m a n e n c y  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s h a l l

7 a l s o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .

8 ( d )  U t i l i z e  t h e  c o m m u n ity  r e s o u r c e s  i n  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e s

9 a n d  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y  o f  c u s t o d y

10 d i s p u t e s  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f

1 1 t h e  d i s p u t e s .

12 ( e )  A p p o i n t  a  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  o r  c o u n s e l  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  a n d

13 a s s e s s  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  f e e s  a g a i n s t  1 o r  m o re  p a r t i e s

14 i n v o l v e d ,  t o t a l l y  o r  p a r t i a l l y .

15 ( f )  T a k e  a n y  o t h e r  a c t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  a

16 p a r t i c u l a r  c h i l d  c u s t o d y  d i s p u t e .

17 ( g )  U pon  p e t i t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  v i s i t a t i o n  o f

18 m a t e r n a l  o r  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s  a n d ,  i f  d e n i e d ,  m a k e  a  r e c o r d

19 o f  THE d e n i a l .
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14 (2) A judgment or order entered under this act p r o vi d-

15 ing for the support of a child SHALL CONTAIN THE PROVISIONS

16 REQ UI RE D BY, MAY CONTAIN THE PROVISIONS AUTHORIZED BY, AND is

17 enfo rc ea bl e as provided in the support and visitation enforcement

18 act, Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections

19 552.601 to 552.650 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. IF THIS ACT

20 CO NTAINS A SPECIFIC PROVISION REGARDING THE CONTENTS OR ENFORCE-

2 1 MENT OF A SUPPORT ORDER THAT CONFLICTS WITH A PROVISION IN THE

22 SUPPORT AND VISITATION ENFORCEMENT ACT, THIS ACT CONTROLS IN

23 RE GARD TO THAT PROVISION.

24 Section 2. Section 4a of Act No. 91 of the Public Acts of

25 1970, being section 722.24a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is

26 repealed.
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1 Section 3. This amendatory act shall not take effect unless

2 Senate Bill No. _____ or House Bill No. 5634 (request

3 no. 05707'95) of the 88th Legislature is enacted into law.
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