
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT CLAIMS ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 198 of 1965

257.1108 Default judgment; notice to secretary of state; reopening; settlements.
Sec. 8. (1) Section 7 does not apply in the case of a judgment entered in an action in which the defendant

did not enter an appearance, did not file an answer, or did not appear in person or by counsel at the trial, or
judgment was entered upon the consent or with the agreement of the defendant, unless the secretary has been
given notice in writing of the failure, consent or agreement and has been afforded an opportunity to take such
action as he may deem advisable under subsection (2).

(2) Where the secretary is served with notice in writing under this section, he may enter an appearance
within 30 days, file an answer, make payment into court, appear by counsel at the trial or take such other
action as he may deem appropriate on behalf and in the name of the defendant, and thereupon, on behalf and
in the name of the defendant, may conduct his defense, and may consent to judgment in such amount as he
may deem proper in all the circumstances, and all acts done in accordance therewith shall be deemed to be the
acts of the defendants.

(3) Where pleadings have been closed, the secretary, upon giving notice to the court and to all proper
parties to the action that he intends to defend the action on behalf and in the name of the defendant, may
reopen the pleadings upon praecipe.

(4) In any action to recover damages arising out of the use or operation of an uninsured motor vehicle any
settlement made between the plaintiff and defendant shall not be binding upon the secretary or the fund unless
the secretary consents thereto.

History: 1965, Act 198, Eff. Nov. 1, 1965;Am. 1968, Act 223, Eff. July 1, 1968.
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