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1853
Capitol Square; First State Office Building; Appropriation


The legislature authorized $10,000 for the construction of a "fireproof building for state offices" in Lansing on Block 249 (Public Act 87 of 1853). The two story 7,000 square feet brick building was constructed on Capitol Square at a cost of $15,562.

Source: The Lansing State Journal, April 28, 1955, pg. 6.

Jan. 4, 1853
Expenditures

C.C. Wood, paid $135.00 for cushions for Senate Chamber


W. Megiveron, paid $687.89 for repairs on bridge and $151.89 for extra services.


C. Wakenhut, paid $89.00 for sawing wood.

Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, p. 6.

Jan. 5, 1853

Governor McClelland; Need for Fireproof Buildings; First State



Office Building on Capitol Square
"The Capital is permanently fixed, and the State is the owner of real estate estimated at $106,995.63, in the village of Lansing. You should, therefore, be liberal to all improvements necessary to its health, prosperity or advancement.

I would call your attention to the great danger of the public papers and records being destroyed by fire. The buildings erected are of such materials as to afford no safe protection against the elements. If the books and papers in the offices of the Treasurer and Auditor General should be consumed, the loss could not be repaired, and the State would suffer to a very large amount. There is no fire engine in the place, nor any efficient organization to prevent such a catastrophy. Would it not be good economy, then, to have constructed a fire-proof building for these offices, and make such other provisions as the safety and security of the public property demands?"
Source: George N. Fuller, ed.: Messages of the Governors of Michigan, Vol. II. Lansing: The Michigan Historical Commission, 1926, p. 232.

Jan. 5, 1853
Expenditure

H.L. & H. Baker, paid $101.04 for making, painting, varnishing and repairing chairs for Senate and House.

Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, p. 6.
Jan. 14, 1853
Second Capitol; Night Watchmen; Fire Danger

"Joint Resolution authorizing the appointment of watchmen about the capitol:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, That the Secretary of State be authorized to employ two suitable persons, to act as a night watch in and about the capitol, during the session of the Legislature, for the prevention of fires; to be paid out of the State Treasury. Approved January 14, 1853."

Source: Michigan State Joint Resolution No. 2, 1853.
Jan. 1853
Lansing; Legislative Accommodations


“The State Legislature was to convene in January, 1853, and for weeks Miss Rice was at the old Lansing House, a hostelry conducted by H. Jipson, making bed and table linen before the State solons should arrive. As this was long before the days of sewing machines and wide sheeting, it was considered a good days work when she could sew over-and-over the long seams and hem the ends of six sheets, or make twelve pillow cases in a day.”

Source: Clara Westcott Steele: "Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wesley Westcott, By Their Daughter, Mrs. Clara Westcott Steele." In: Mrs. Franc Adams, compiler: Pioneer History of Ingham County, Vol. 1. Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford Co., 1923, p. 595.

Expenditures
Feb. 4, 1853
D.G. McClure, paid $2.15 for a keg of white lead.


Mrs. Morehouse, paid $10.00 for work of self and daughter on carpets for Capitol, 10 days.


C.C. Wood, paid $23.25 for upholstering.


Mary Elliott, paid $6.50 for making carpet for capitol.

Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, p. 6.
Feb. 11, 1853
Expenditures

Dr. Rudolph, paid $175.00 for re-translation of the Governor's message into the French and German languages, and printing same, and sending to capitol.

Edward Kanler, paid $50.00 for translating Governor's message into German.


E.N. Lacroix, paid $50.00 for translating Governor's message into French.


Burgher and Dix, paid $41.00 for plat of Senate and House of Representatives.


C. Piquette, paid $7.50 for pens for Secretary of State's office.


Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, pp. 6-7.

Feb. 12, 1853
Expenditures

Israel Gillett, paid $88.43 work about capitol.


Francis Otteny, paid $14.00 for services as a porter.


Mrs. Harrison, paid $4.06 for washing.


B.F. Bush, paid $5.85 for notarial wafers for Secretary of State's office.


B.F. Bush, paid $102.36 for stationery, and bill of stoves and spittoons.


E.B. Danforth, paid $8.00 for transportation of oilcloth.


J.P. Baker, paid $6.00 for cutting, making and putting down carpet.


Mrs. Lillis, paid $1.75 for washing.


C. Wakenhut, paid $1.50 sawing wood.


W. Megiveron, paid $24.15 for services and lumber.


L. Beecher & Co., paid $72.00 for carpeting.


C. Miller, paid $7.50 for 7 ½ days for services, cleaning and putting down carpets, Senate and House.


H. Gibbs, paid $1.00 for butts and screws.


McClure & Ballard, paid $1.16 for thread for carpets. 


Simpson & Pease, paid $31.51 for candles.


Holmes & Co., paid $21.87 for velvet for Senate.


Francis Otteny, paid $6.00 for 6 days work in Senate Chamber.


H.B. Shank, paid $6.00 for 12 lbs. of candles.


Smith & Cowles, paid $6.63 for ewer, basin, tumblers, &c.


Lyman Beecher & Co., paid $153.85 for carpet and making, for House of Reps.


Thomas Gallagher, paid $158.82 for candles.


Levi Hunt, paid $31.98 for nails, &c.


Geo. Doty, paid $8.00 for clock for Senate chamber.


R. B. Gilson, paid $15.50 for portraits of Washington and Jackson for State Library.


D.W. Buck, paid $297.17 for repairs on furniture in Capitol and for new work for Capitol.

Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, pp. 7-8.
Feb. 12, 1853

Expenditure


The claim of William Megiveron, asking for extra compensation upon contract for planking side walks on Washington Avenue, in the town of Lansing, was rejected.

Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, p. 2.
Feb. 14, 1853

Capitol Square; State Office Building; Construction

"An Act for the construction of public offices at the seat of government, at Lansing.


Section l. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That there shall be appropriated out of any money belonging to the general fund, the sum not to exceed ten thousand dollars, for the purpose of erecting a fire proof building for the State offices at Lansing.


Sec. 2. The Governor is authorized, and may, by and with the consent and advice of the Senate, appoint a commissioner, whose duty it shall be to procure plans and specifications for the construction of said building, and submit the same to the board of State auditors for their adoption.


Sec. 3. When said plan and specifications are so adopted, it shall be the duty of said commissioner to advertise for forty days, in some newspaper published at the seat of government, and two daily papers in the city of Detroit, for bids for furnishing materials for the construction of said building, according to the plans and specifications, and to make a contract for said construction with the person who will do it at the lowest price, taking into consideration the ability of said person to perform the contract, which shall be approved by the board of State auditors and Governor, to be signified by their approval endorsed thereon.


Sec. 4. The said commissioner shall superintend the construction of the said building, and the Governor, Auditor General and Board of State Auditors shall fix and locate the site of said building, on block two hundred and forty-nine, in the town of Lansing.


Sec. 5. Said commissioner is hereby empowered to give said contractors an estimate of the amount expended in labor or material upon said building, from time to time, as the works progress, and the treasurer, upon the warrant of the Auditor General, is hereby authorized to pay such amount so estimated, reserving twenty-five percent thereof, until the said building shall be completed and accepted by said commissioner.


Sec. 6. Said commissioner shall receive the sum of three dollars per day during the time he is employed, to be certified to by the said Board of State Auditors, and audited by the Auditor General, and paid by the State Treasurer.


Sec. 7. Said commissioner, contractor or contractors, shall not be entitled to any extra pay, beyond the amount fixed for the commissioner, and the amount fixed with the contractor or contractors in the original contract entered into with them.


This act shall take effect immediately.


Approved February 14, 1853."

Source: Michigan Public Act 87 of 1853.

Feb. 14, 1853
Expenditures

D.V. Bell, paid $10.00 for preparing Manual of 1853 for publication.


A.J. Graham, paid $3.00 for making a chart of House of Representatives.


Smith & Cowles, paid $5.80 for sundries for House of Representatives, under Joint Resolution No. 21, of 1853.


H. Gibbs, paid $4.50 for work done.


H. Gibbs, paid $5.50 for work done by order of the Senate.


Richard Elliott, paid $6.00 candlesticks for House of Representatives.


Mrs. O.C. Wiswell, paid $15.00 for paste furnished House and Senate.


A. Welch, paid $10.00 for services as watchman by order of House and Senate.


R.C. Madden, paid $87.00 for services as doorkeeper of House, 29 days at $3 per day.
Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, No. 3, pp. 8-9.
Feb. 14, 1853

Expenditures




"The Board had under its consideration the claim of T. Barron, for extra 




services as Door Keeper of the House of Representatives, and of M. Goodrich 




for extra compensation as Messenger to the House of Representatives, which 




were rejected."




Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending 



November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, 




No. 3, p. 2.

Apr. 21, 1853
Expenditures

Levi Hunt, paid $8.07 for sundries furnished Capitol.


Mrs. Hamlin, paid $3.50 for washing


Otto Harmon, paid $65.33 for services as porter, &c.




O. & A. Jordon, paid $150.00 for architectural drawing, &c.



Israel Gillett, paid $25.18 for lumber, making boxes, &c.



S.W. Wright & Co., paid $22.40 for sundry articles furnished




H. of Rep. (under Joint Resolution No. 21 of 1853).




C. Wakenhut, paid $.50 for services.


Stanley Briggs, paid $2.50 for sundries for State offices.


S.W. Wright & Co., paid $28.72 for sundries for State offices.




Levi Hunt, paid $4.00 for articles furnished House.




John Swegles, paid $21.00 for board of porter.


E. G. Mixer & Co., paid $25.70 for trees for Capitol yard.




A. Ballard, paid $1.00 for tacks, &c.



Levi Hunt, paid $4.00 for articles furnished H. of Rep.




Levi Hunt, paid $4.00 for bill of sundries for Capitol.




W. Whipple, paid $1.00 for sealing wax for State Treasurer.




Francis Otteny, paid $9.00 for services as assistant porter.




A. Miles, paid $72.80 for wood.




James Maguire, paid $51.00 for services as watchman.




Stanley Briggs, paid $91.80 for building ditch in Lansing.




Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending 



November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, 




No. 3, pp. 10-11.

May 18, 1853

Expenditures



H.L. & H. Baker, paid $215.20 for stock and labor, painting bridge at Lansing.


J.H. Lobdell, paid $8.00 amount allowed for surrendering lease of Block 249, Lansing.




Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending 



November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, 




No. 3, p. 11.

May 20, 1853
Expenditure

C.P. Bush, paid $40.00 for repairing roof of Capitol, as per contract. 




Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending 



November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, 




No. 3, p. 11.

Jul. 7, 1853
Expenditures

Geo. D. Lathrop, paid $5.50 for services about Capitol.

Whitney Jones, paid $309.03 for postage for Members of the Legislature.


Geo. T. Miller, paid $6.75 for services about Capitol grounds.


Henry Moots, paid $3.00 for making boxes for Secretary of State.


E. Elliott, paid $3.13 for sundries for House of Representatives, ordered by committee.




Edward McKibben & Co., paid $33.19 for furniture for public offices.


E.W. Cook, paid $2.00 for repairing lightning rods on tenant house.


Henry Moots, paid $22.00 for repairs on State building.


D.W. Buck, paid $4.51 for repairing furniture at Capitol.


Stanley Briggs, paid $.88 for sundries for Capitol


Chapman & Pickney, assignees of John Long, paid $35.81 for clearing streets in Lansing.


Ira Bennet, paid $1.00 for repairs on State House.




William Megiveron, paid $8.50 work in Capitol yard.


Levi Hunt, paid $12.51 for lumber and nails.


E.E. Beebe, paid $2.56 for sundries for Capitol.


William Megiveron, paid $136.25 for work done in and about Capitol yard.


J.A. Heimendinger, paid $23.75 for work done in and about Capitol yard.


J.A. Heimendinger, paid $8.25 for sawing wood for State Offices.


Stanley Briggs, paid $1.73 for nails and twine.


R. Elliott, paid $1.00 for lath.


Thompson & Godley, paid $4.01 for iron work for Capitol.


J.H. Lobdell, paid $6.52 for work done on block 79, Lansing.


O. & A. Jordan, paid $50.00 for balance of bill for plans and specifications State offices.


J.P. Baker, paid $90.00 painting tenant house, Capitol.


Henry Moots, paid $2.25 for making 18 boxes.


H.L. & H. Baker, paid $32.00 painting, glazing, &c., about Capitol.




A.W. Williams, paid $7.31 for thermometer for Senate, repairing clock, &c.



E.G. Mixer & Co., paid $10.00 for shrubbery for Capitol yard.


E. Elliott, paid $2.88 for pipe, setting up stove, &c., paid $26.53 for bill of pipe, wire, tin-ware, zinc, labor &c.



Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending 



November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, 




No. 3, pp. 12-14.

Nov. 29, 1853
Expenditures

William Hinman, paid $131.17 for sundry bills for State Offices. 


Guile & Allison, paid $4.50 for pens for Secretary of State's Office.




Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for fiscal year ending 




November 30, 1853, dated December 1, 1853; Joint Documents for year 1853, 




No. 3, p. 15.

Dec. l, 1853
Expenditure

Repairs and supplies Legislative Halls $1,407.28


Source: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors, Auditor General’s Annual Report, dated December l, 1853; Joint Documents of Legislature, 1853, Doc. No. l; p. 3.

1853


Capitol; Superintendent Public Instruction Report
"Annual Report of the Board of Education of Detroit, by Levi Bishop, Esq., President of the Board:
School Houses
An additional room in the Capitol is all that has been added to the house accommodations of the Schools during the past year. In the First Ward we rent a room near the corner of Wayne and Congress Streets, where we have a Primary School of about one hundred, and the brick house owned by the Board on Abbott Street, in which a Middle and Primary School are kept, with an attendance of about two hundred and twenty-five . . . 
The Capitol School, in four departments, on the Union plan, with an attendance of seven hundred, is situated in the Fifth Ward; as also a house belonging to the Board, standing on West Park, in which there is usually an attendance of one hundred and twenty-five."
Source: Joint Documents of the State of Michigan for the Year 1852; Document No. 6, Legislature, 1853, pp. 147-148.
1853-1859
Second Capitol; Event; Church


"Congregational meetings were held in State Library and Senate chamber."
Source: Joseph L. Druse: "Pulpit and Prayer in Earliest Lansing," Michigan History Magazine, Vol. 42, No 4, December 1958, p. 472.
