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l850

Feb. 1, 1850
Expenditures

D.P. Quackenbush, paid $261.00 for painting outside of capitol, and for glazing done and materials furnished. 

D.P. Quackenbush, paid $50.00 for painting roof of capitol with fireproof paint.

John Owen & Co., paid $33.00 for 1 bbl. oil.

John Owen & Co., paid $4.50 for glass.

D.P. Quackenbush, paid $45.00 for painting and varnishing halls and furniture of capitol.

E. Elliot, paid $27.90 for spittoons and candlesticks.

W.F. Storey, paid $83.00 for candles.


Benjamin Van Louven, paid $52.88 for wood.


Jonathan Sweet, paid $45.00 for building porch and outhouse.


M. L. Stevens, paid $6.25 for cistern pump.

N. Sagendorph, paid $20.31 for work on capitol grounds.


J.J. Miller, paid $19.70 for white-washing and work on capitol.


$99.00 paid for improvements at Lansing.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 4.
Feb. 20, 1850
Expenditures

John Thomas, paid $39.00 for oil for painting roof of capitol.


M.B. Hess, paid $8.52 for repairs on library.


H.H. Smith, paid $16.67 for spittoons.


$3.06 paid for repairs on capitol.

$114.19 paid for improvements at Lansing.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 5.

Mar. 28, 1850
Library


Michigan Public Act 328: The legislature directed "That the Secretary of State to purchase for the Senate Chamber and the Hall of the House of Representatives and State offices and State library, five copies of John Farmer's map of the state of Michigan, not exceeding the sum of six dollars for each copy . . ."

"Approved March 28, 1850."


Source: State of Michigan: Acts of the Legislature of the State of Michigan Passed at the annual Session of 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, p. unknown.
Apr. 2, 1850
Second Capitol; Senate and House Chamber; Draperies, Seats and Cushions
"Michigan Public Act 328: An Act to provide for repairing Senate Chamber and Hall of House of Representatives.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Michigan, That the State Treasurer is hereby authorized and required, immediately after the adjournment of the present Legislature, to have the drapery of the Senate Chambers and Hall of the House of Representatives repaired and renewed, and the seats and cushions restuffed and repaired.

Sec. 2. That the board of State Auditors are hereby authorized and required to audit and allow such claims as may accrue for said repairs; and a sum is hereby appropriated for that purpose out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Approved April 2, 1850."

Source: State of Michigan: Acts of the Legislature of the State of Michigan Passed at the annual Session of 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, p. 415.
Apr. 2, 1850
Second Capitol; Library

"Michigan Public Act 300: An act to provide for the better management and care of the State Library.


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Michigan, That a State Librarian be appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall hold office for the term of two years, at salary of five hundred dollars per year, payable quarterly. Librarian to have the sole care and charge of the library and the affairs pertaining thereto, and who shall make an annual report to the Legislature, at the commencement of each session thereof, as to its condition, and report the number and description of the volumes contained therein.


Sec. 2. That the State Librarian shall, within twenty days after the passage of this act, and also on the first Monday of January of each year thereafter, make out and deliver to the Auditor General, a full catalogue of all the books at such time belonging to the State Library in his possession; and such catalogue shall be published annually for the use of the Legislature.


Sec. 4. Before any member of the Senate or of the House of Representatives, or of the Convention to revise the Constitution, shall receive their pay in full, it shall be necessary for such member to obtain and exhibit a certificate from the Librarian, stating that such member has returned all books he may have drawn, if any, from the State Library.


Sec. 5. If, at the expiration of sixty days after the passage of this act, any person shall unlawfully or improperly have in his possession any book or books belonging to the State Library, such person shall be liable to prosecution therefore, both by civil and criminal proceedings; and it shall be the duty of the Attorney General to ascertain, so far as practicable, the names of those who may become liable under this section, and forthwith to prosecute the same.

Approved April 2, 1850."


Source: State of Michigan: Acts of the Legislature of the State of Michigan Passed at the annual Session of 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, pp. 363-364. 
May 6, 1850
Event; Constitutional Convention

Delegates elected to constitutional convention as provided by PA 78 of 1850.


Source: Michigan Register. Citation incomplete.
May 31, 1850
Expenditures

B.B. Moore, paid $260.52 for work repairing legislative hall.


Mary B. Slover, paid $33.00 for work repairing legislative hall.


C.C. Mitchell, paid $18.80 for work repairing legislative hall.

D.H. Buck, paid $6.25 for work repairing legislative hall.


Other incidental expense $22.97 for work repairing legislative hall.


$51.19 paid for furniture repairing for legislative hall.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 3.
May 31, 1850
Expenditures

$54.00 paid for wood for capitol.

James Hunt, paid $69.88 for lightning rod and putting up same on capitol.


Joseph J. Miller, paid $32.76 for white-washing capitol.


Turner, Barnum & Co., paid $92.04 for casting 2 iron pillars for representative hall.


$79.21 paid for improvements at Lansing.


$9.75 paid for work done on capitol grounds.


$15.87 paid for repairs on tenant house.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 5.
1850
Constitutional Convention, Relocate Capital
"A slight opposition arose in the convention against locating the capital permanently in Lansing. The principal objection (as will be seen by the debates) to its remaining in Lansing was 'that the mosquitos were too large and presented their bills too often.' It is proper to say that this beautiful city then contained but a few hundred inhabitants and difficult of access, the nearest railroad station being Jackson. These sidewalks were then covered with brush and log heaps: churches were like angels’ visits 'few and far between' and cow bells were more numerous far than church bells. The 'Benton House' kept by William Hinman (now a resident of this city), 'the Lansing House' and the 'Seymour House' were the hotels. These with a few private boarding houses did all they could to accommodate the delegates and make our stay pleasant. I say for one I found genuine hospitality and kind treatment from the people of Lansing. Its principal men then were Charles P. Bush, E. Danforth, John Thomas, William Hinman, with several others equally entitled to notice whose names I cannot recall."
Source: Elias S. Woodman: "Reminiscences of the Constitutional Convention of 1850." Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Vol. XVII (1890), 2nd edition; 1910; pp. 349-350.
Jun. 3--
Constitutional Convention
Aug. 15, 1850
Constitutional Convention convened.


Source: Michigan Register. Citation incomplete.
Jun. 8, 1850
Constitutional Convention; Relocate Capital

"Saturday (6th day), June 8th.


Mr. WILLARD offered the following: 


Resolved, That when this Convention adjourned, it adjourn to meet at Detroit, on 
.


Mr. BUSH asked if the gentlemen intended to fill the blank with “the public square.”


Mr. LEACH moved to indefinitely postpone the same.


Mr. BUSH demanded the yeas and nays on motion; and the demand being sustained, the resolution was indefinitely postponed, as follows:


Yeas: Messrs. W. Adams, Axford, Barnard, H. Bartow, J. Bartow, Beardsley, Britain, Alvarado Brown, Ammon Brown, Burns, Bush, Carr, Church, S. Clark, Comstock, Conner, Cook, Cornell, Crary, Crouse, Danforth, Dimond, Eastman, Edmunds, Gale, Gardiner, Graham, Green, Harvey, Hascall, Hathaway, Hixon, Kingsley, Kinne, Leach, Lee, Lovell, McClelland, Mosher, Mowry, O’Brien, Orr, J. D. Pierce, N. Pierce, Prevost, Redfield, Robertson, E. S. Robinson, Rix Robinson, Soule, Storey, Sturgis, Sullivan, Town, Wait, Walker, Warden, White, Williams,--59.


Nays: Messrs. P. R. Adams, Alvord, Anderson, Arzeno, Backus, Bagg, Beeson, Asahel Brown, Butterfield, Chandler, Chapel, Choate, J. Clark, Daniels, Desnoyers, Eaton, Fralick, Gibson, Hart, Marvin, McCleod, Moore, Morrison, Newberry, Raynale, Roberts, M. Robinson, Skinner, Sutherland, Tiffany, Van Valkenburg, Webster, Wells, Whittemore, Willard, Witherell, Woodman, President,--38."
Source: Michigan Constitutional Convention: Report of the Proceedings and Debates in the Convention to Revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1850, p. 34.

Jun. 11, 1850
Constitutional Convention; Relocate Capital

"Tuesday (8th day), June 11.

The Convention was called to order at half past 8 o’clock.


Mr. McLEOD offered the following:


Resolved, That the committee on the seat of government be instructed to report on tomorrow the permanent location of the capital at Lansing. 


Mr. BAGG offered a substitute for the foregoing:


Resolved, That the committee on the location of the capital be instructed to report a distinct article in the constitution, to be referred to the people, locating the capital permanently at the city of Detroit.


Mr. KINGSLEY stated that the committee were ready to report. The report contained only three lines.


Laid on the table."
Source: Michigan Constitutional Convention: Report of the Proceedings and Debates in the Convention to Revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1850, p. 50.

Jun. 14, 1850
Constitutional Convention; Relocate Capital

"Friday (11th day), June 14.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Sanford.


Petitions and reports were called for, and none being offered,


Mr. WITHERELL moved that the committee of the whole be discharged from the consideration of “Article---, Of the Seat of Government.”


Mr. W. said the article could be then taken up and acted upon.


Mr. BRITAIN hoped, before the salutary rule adopted by the Convention was changed, some good reason would be given. He never found a legislative body able to do business as it should be done, unless all proceedings were taken in their regular order.


Mr. WITHERELL had no better reason to assign than that the article embraced only a single point, which could be settled at once, without argument or debate.


Mr. BRITAIN did not deem the reason given a sufficient one. The motion proposed to take up business out of it regular order. Although the article embraced only a single point, it might lead to debate. He saw no necessity for putting it ahead of other business--it should come up in its regular order. Mr. B. said if the regular order of business was to be broken up, it was important to know by whom it was done. He called for the ayes and nays.


Mr. J. CLARK thought there was at least one reason that presented itself for taking the question up. Members, in a few days, would be leaving on business, and in order to have a full and fair expression, the Convention should be full. Perhaps a larger number were then present than would be for some time.


The call for the ayes and noes was sustained, and the motion to discharge the committee lost---ayes 46, nays 47."
Source: Michigan Constitutional Convention: Report of the Proceedings and Debates in the Convention to Revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1850, p. 78.

Jun. 27, 1850
Constitutional Convention; Relocate Capital

"Thursday (22d day), June 27.

When, on motion of Mr. HANSCOM, the committee of the whole on the general order, Mr. J. BARTOW in the Chair.


'Article ---, Seat of Government,' being under consideration, Mr. ALVORD moved to strike out all after 'the,' in 1st line, and insert 'City of Detroit in the County of Wayne.'

Mr. KINGSLEY said the committee who reported this article were unanimously in favor of locating the seat of government permanently, where it now is; and he was not aware of any difference of opinion on the subject amongst the members of the Convention. There might have been some other propositions talked about, with the view of entertaining the people of this village, but there was not a single person, he believed, who seriously entertained the idea of removal. If the gentleman from Wayne was really serious in offering the amendment, he [Mr. K] would wish to hear his reasons.  He did not believe any reasons could be assigned for removing the capitol. It had come here without any particular influence to favor it. There was no city or village here at the time--those now residing here have had an equal chance. When self interest could not be gratified by the permanent location of the capitol, the Legislature cast about, and fixed upon this place. I think [said Mr. K] it is pretty well located. It is a very pretty place, and a healthy place. It may be a little too far south. An extensive country lies to the north of this place--rich in agricultural resources, and which in time will be settle with a dense population. At any rate, the city of Detroit should not ask for it. It is more for their interest that should remain here. The county will be settled with more rapidity--plank roads and rail roads will be extended into the interior, and Detroit, as a commercial city, will receive far more benefit from such improvement, than if the Legislature sat for forty days, once in two years in the city. He [Mr. K] would like to have it removed to Ann Arbor. The people of Jackson would probably like to have it there. So of Marshall--but they cannot have it. Let Detroit be satisfied with what they have. Theirs is a great commercial city; they have advantages which none other in the State possesses. The interest of the State required the seat of government to be established there was no disposition among the delegates of the Convention to remove it.


Mr. J. D. PIERCE moved to insert New Buffalo, in the county of Berrien.


Mr. ALVORD--I can assure my friend from Washtenaw, that I never was more serious in my life. The gentleman asks for reasons. I ask, what reasons induced the change from the city of Detroit? One reason is, because we want it changed. We want it in the city of Detroit, where it should have remained. It is a notorious fact that the people of this State, generally, think it was the greatest humbug that it was ever removed. Stuck out here in the woods--inaccessible--in the midst of a forest--where the delegates to the Convention and members of the Legislature are constantly annoyed with mosquitoes--for the life and soul of me, I never saw such mosquitoes--they are large enough, and have tenacity enough, to hold out through the winter.


Detroit, sir, is the commercial metropolis. There the people do their business. Those who do business at the seat of government, do their commercial business at Detroit. It is more accessible than any other place in the State. A circumscribed circle around this place may be accommodated; but how are the great masses of the people accommodated? How is the vast population that will cover our Upper Peninsula to be accommodated? They will have to come to the commercial metropolis before they can get here. It is the business place--the outlet of the State--and is the place that common sense would dictate as the seat of government. I admit [said Mr. A.] that a few here are accommodated; but, I ask, if a few are to be accommodated at the expense of the many? I do believe that the people of this State desire the change of the location of the capital; and I should not think I did my duty to my constituents and the people of the State, unless I defined my position on this question.


Mr. VAN VALKENBURG--I was not much surprised when the gentleman told us he was in earnest--that he was never more serious in his life. With my opinion of the gentleman’s good sense, I could not reconcile it. What would he do? The capitol has been located here three years. About the propriety or impropriety of locating it here at the time, I take no issue. The gentleman from Washtenaw has given us the reasons for proposing its continuance in the present location. Those reasons have weight with the Convention.


The main argument of the gentleman from Wayne is that we are infested with mosquitoes, and that they are of a peculiar kind--of large stature, and possess great tenacity of life--that they will continue to live in winter. I sir, [said Mr. Van V.,] have no trouble with them. I have formed no acquaintance with associates of that kind. He asks us how we have been accommodated here. I answer, I have been well accommodated; I have had all the accommodations I require, and so far as my intercourse with the inhabitants has extended, I am constrained to say, I never fell into a community where I was treated with more kindness and hospitality. I think of all locations, this is the most proper. The argument that we are isolated from the world, is an advantage. We are clear of outsiders and lobbies. This is a proper place, sir.


But there is another argument over and above all others; like Pharaoh’s lean kine, it swallows up all the others. The character and faith of the State are pledged. Individuals have come here and invested their all, in view of locating here for all time to come. It would be worse than robbery to those who have come here under the auspices of the State and invested their property, to remove the capitol. The gentleman from Wayne says there is a strong sentiment in favor of removing to Detroit. Sir, it is not so. The sentiment of the people, so far as I know it, is against the removal of the capitol. If ever the capitol of Michigan be removed, it will be farther into the interior of the State.


Mr. ALVORD--I did not intend saying anything disrespectful of the people of Lansing, and I believe the gentleman from Oakland, [Mr. VAN VALKENBURG,] has been treated with much hospitality. I have seen it in our streets and elsewhere. The reason why the gentleman has not been troubled with the bites of the mosquitoes, may be attributed to the discriminating taste of those insects--to their choice in the article of food.

Mr. J. D. PIERCE--If the statement of the gentleman from Wayne is correct, there must have come a change over Wayne county. In 1847 the delegation of Wayne voted for its removal here.


Mr. FRALICK said he had the honor of having a seat in the Legislature of ‘47, in part representing Wayne county. He voted for the location at Lansing, and had not yet regretted the vote he gave on that occasion. He had entertained the opinion then that it was the best move for the whole people of the State, and he entertained the same now. His colleague seemed to indicate that the capitol was located here for the benefit of some few individuals. That was not the case. The capitol was located on a school section, and a large amount of money had accrued to the school fund from its location here. He [Mr. F.] believed that it was more for the benefit of Detroit that it should remain where it is. The only question at the time of the removal was, whether it should remain in Detroit till some accommodation could be had here. There was some inconvenience felt the first winter; but where ever was a new country settled without some difficulty? He recollected the time when it was difficult for those settled twenty-five miles from Detroit to get to that city, as it is to get here. Let the capital be located permanently here, and in a very few years there will be every convenience for getting here.


There is, [said Mr. F.] another point of view in which this question ought to be considered. All the southern and eastern counties have had the benefit of the patronage of the State. They have had the Southern and Central Railroads built; Detroit has had the benefit of those. When we talk of taxation, we wish to bring the whole people in. When benefits are to be conferred, we wish them to be confined to our locality. They have got a splendid country here. It only wants to be seen to settle it, and make it one of the finest parts of the State.


The question was taken on Mr. J.D. PIERCE’S amendment, which was lost.


Mr. ALVORD’S amendment was negatived."
Source: Michigan Constitutional Convention: Report of the Proceedings and Debates in the Convention to Revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1850, pp. 276-278.

Aug. 13, 1850
Constitutional Convention; Relocate Capital

"Tuesday (55th day), August 13.

The Convention was called to order by the President.


Mr. S. CLARK hoped the gentleman from Genesee would be allowed to express his views on the subject. It was a subject of much importance. He moved that the committee rise and report back 'Article---, Seat of Government,' and ask to be discharged for its further consideration, and also report progress on 'Article---, Elections,' and ask leave to sit again.


Which was agreed to."
Source: Michigan Constitutional Convention: Report of the Proceedings and Debates in the Convention to Revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1850, p. 284.

Aug., 1850
Constitutional Convention, Relocate Capital


"Mr. McCLELLAND, from the committee on arrangement and phraseology, reported:


ARTICLE II


SEAT OF GOVERNMENT


Sec. 1. The seat of government shall be in Lansing, where it is now located.


Mr. McCLELLAND, from the same committee, reported the amendments were concurred in.


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, article 3 was amended by striking out “for,” in the 4th line of section 2.


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, it was ordered that the articles as reported by the committee on arrangement and phraseology, with amendments as concurred in, be referred to the committee on enrollment."
Source: Michigan Constitutional Convention: Report of the Proceedings and Debates in the Convention to Revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1850, p. 888.

Nov. 5, 1850
Event; Constitutional Convention

Constitution adopted by vote of citizens (note: remained in effect until 1908).


Source: Michigan Register. Citation incomplete.
Nov. 18, 1850
Expenditures

Z. Chandler, paid $565.32 for materials furnished for repairing legislative hall. (PA 328 of 1850)

H.H. Dunk, paid $38.40 for materials furnished for repairing legislative hall. (PA 328 of 1850)

A.H. Newbould, paid $123.00 for materials furnished for repairing legislative hall. (PA 328 of 1850)

Sundry other bills for materials furnished for repairing legislative hall $42.36. (PA 328 of 1850)

Expenses of State Treasurer, $18.12 for procuring materials. (PA 328 of 1850)


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 3.

Nov. 18, 1850
Expenditures

$9.00 paid on furniture account.


$195.89 paid for improvements at Lansing.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 6.
Nov. 30, 1850
Expenditure


O.C. Wiswell, paid $65.64 for board of porter and repairs on house.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 14, Legislature, 1851: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1849--November 30, 1850. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1851; p. 6.
Dec. 27, 1850
Expenditures

State Treasurer, paid $79.26 paid for improvements at Lansing.


State Treasurer, paid $118.75 for incidental expenses, stoves, &c.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; p. 3.
Winter 1850
Legislature; Smallpox Epidemic

Legislature adjourned because of smallpox epidemic.


Source: The Lansing State Journal, April 28, 1955, pg. 6D.

Winter l850
Legislative Page; Transportation


“Coming here (Nelson B. Jones) as a boy of l2, in l850, riding on the top of a stage coach in the dead of winter, the lad was befriended by Dexter Mussey, well known member who, after the legislature assembled, was elected speaker of the house. He promptly appointed the boy Nelson as his private messenger.


Nelson had ridden, without a coat, on the top of the stage from Jackson, on his way to the capital city looking for a job in the state building. At Eaton Rapids he got down from his lofty and frigid perch (which was cheaper than a seat inside and went into a hotel, with the other passengers, for 'supper.' Mussey took pity on the tiny lad, when, after the meal, he started to climb back to the roof, where he had sat, numb and cold all the way from Jackson. The legislator whisked the little boy into the inside of the stage and wrapped a large coat around him, and Nelson Jones fell asleep on the shoulder of his friend.


In later years he was assistant clerk and afterward, clerk of the house of representatives.


His fondest memories were those of his earliest days in the new and ragged capital city, however. Speaking in l9l3, he said: 'I remember some of the banquets at the Lansing hotels given to celebrate political events. When the fun was uproarious, in small boy fear, I fled to the kitchen. They were strong men in those days, and strong drinkers, and at one of the champagne banquets at the Everett house, prominent members danced in their heavy boots on top of the tables, kicking the dishes to the right and left, as they measured its length.”

Source: "Celebrations of Legislators Were the Real Thing in l860," The Lansing State Journal, January l, l930.

Late 1850
Second Capitol; Cutting Grass


The story is told of how the legislature had voted $500 for services of a secretary to the governor on one hand, but failed to provide $503 for postage needed to call the Constitutional Convention of l850. Barry insisted a bankrupt state couldn’t afford private secretaries and he did the work himself. Then he sold the hay from grass cut on the capitol lawn for $3, added it to the $500 and paid the postage bills.


Source: Willah Weddon: Michigan Governors: Their Life Stories. Lansing: NOG Press, 1994, p. 17.

Late 1850
Second Capitol; Cutting Grass


"Governor Barry's outstanding personal trait was rigid economy. His first two terms were concerned with digging Michigan out of the near bankruptcy that followed the financial panic of the late 1830's. His bent for economy furnished many good stories for both friends and foes. The one perhaps best known is about how he cut the grass on the Capitol lawn and sold it for hay and put the money in the State Treasury. The amount was $3. Another part of the story is, that he added $500 to the $3. The legislature had voted $500 to pay for a private secretary to the Governor, but Governor Barry insisted that a bankrupt state could not afford private secretaries. He did the work himself, accepted the pay for the work, added the amount to the $3, and with the $503 he defrayed the bills incident to the call of the Constitutional Convention of 1850 for which the legislature had failed to provide."

Source: "Governor John S. Barry Home," Michigan History Magazine, Vol. 29, No. 2, April-June 1945, p. 262.

Late 1850
Second Capitol; Cutting Grass


“Business methods and rigid economy were strictly enforced during his (Governor Barry's) administration. It is said that he even had the grass on the capitol yard cut and sold and the proceeds turned into the State treasury.”

Source: Floyd Benjamin Streeter: Political Parties in Michigan 1837-1860. Lansing: Michigan Historical Commission, 1918, p. 22.

Late 1850
Second Capitol; Cutting Grass


“It used to be said, in derision, that Governor Barry paid for it (postage bills) by cutting and selling the hay in the old capitol yard. That he did sell the hay and carefully put the money into the treasury is true: an act trifling in itself, but when taken as an index of the rigid economy and stern integrity that characterized all his acts it does him great honor. It was a time of great financial embarrassment, and the closest economy was necessary. Our State was not in the prosperous condition that she is to-day; and although the cost of this first rude structure was but a trifle compared with the cost of the present magnificent edifice, such has been the improvement in our financial condition that we can pay for this one now easier than we did the other thirty-two years ago, such has been the vast improvement and development of the resources of the State. The magnitude of this change can scarcely be realized by any except those who have grown up with the State and kept pace with its development.”

Source: Charles Mudge: Mudge’s Directory of Lansing City. 1878, pp. 3-4.

1850-51
Lansing; Executive Mansion

"The fact that Mary, wife of Governor Barry, preferred staying in Constantine may be the real reason Governor Barry refused to live in a house which was reportedly built in 1849 to serve as the Governor's Mansion in Lansing. He declared the house was too small for the Executive Mansion, according to an unidentified historian in a report in the Lansing State Journal, nearly a century later. It became the home of a lieutenant governor, and other state officials lived there in subsequent years until it was deeded to Orlando Mack Barnes, a railroad pioneer in the state.


Considering his reputation for thriftiness, it seems unlikely that size was the real reason for Barry's refusal. The house was constructed at the corner of Allegan Street and Capitol Avenue."

Source: Willah Weddon: The First Ladies of Michigan (Revised, 2nd ed.). Lansing: NOG Press, 1994, p. 19.

1850-51
Second Capitol; House Chamber Acoustics


"He (Governor Barry) was known as a man of strong opinions and few words. When a member of the House asked him if there was some economical way the acoustics in the House chambers could be improved, he replied, 'Yes. Talk slowly. Talk sense. Talk as little as possible.'”

Source: Willah Weddon: Michigan Governors: Their Life Stories. Lansing: NOG Press, 1994, p. 18.

