
MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE
Act 300 of 1949

AN ACT to provide for the registration, titling, sale, transfer, and regulation of certain vehicles operated
upon the public highways of this state or any other place open to the general public or generally accessible to
motor vehicles and distressed vehicles; to provide for the licensing of dealers; to provide for the examination,
licensing, and control of operators and chauffeurs; to provide for the giving of proof of financial responsibility
and security by owners and operators of vehicles; to provide for the imposition, levy, and collection of
specific taxes on vehicles, and the levy and collection of sales and use taxes, license fees, and permit fees; to
provide for the regulation and use of streets and highways; to create certain funds; to provide penalties and
sanctions for a violation of this act; to provide for civil liability of owners and operators of vehicles and
service of process on residents and nonresidents; to regulate the introduction and use of certain evidence; to
provide for the levy of certain assessments; to provide for the enforcement of this act; to provide for the
creation of and to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies; to impose liability upon
the state or local agencies; to provide appropriations for certain purposes; to repeal all other acts or parts of
acts inconsistent with this act or contrary to this act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1957, Act 281, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979;¾
Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 137, Imd. Eff. May 29, 1980;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am.
1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1987, Act 154, Eff. Dec. 1, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1991, Act 98,
Imd. Eff. Aug. 9, 1991;¾Am. 2000, Act 282, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000;¾Am. 2000, Act 408, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 554,
Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2010, Act 10, Imd. Eff. Mar. 8, 2010.

Compiler's note: In OAG 6480, issued November 23, 1987, the Attorney General stated: “It is my opinion, therefore, that 1987 PA
154, which fixes maximum speed limit on certain state highways, becomes effective November 29, 1987.”

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

CHAPTER I
WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED

257.1 Michigan vehicle code; words and phrases defined.
Sec. 1. The following words and phrases as defined in this chapter and as herein enumerated when used in

this act shall, for the purpose of this act, have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this chapter.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

Transfer of powers: See MCL 16.338.

257.1a “Accessory” defined.
Sec. 1a. “Accessory” means any accessory, equipment, additional part or replacement part for a vehicle for

which a certificate of title is required to be issued under this act.
History: Add. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965.

257.1b “Ambulance” defined.
Sec. 1b. “Ambulance” means a privately or publicly owned motor vehicle for highway use that is specially

designed or constructed and equipped, and is intended to be used for and is maintained or operated for the
transportation of persons who are sick, injured, wounded, or otherwise incapacitated or helpless, including
dual purpose police patrol cars and funeral coaches or hearses, and which is equipped according to section 7
of Act No. 258 of the Public Acts of 1968, as amended, being section 257.1207 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws.

History: Add. 1975, Act 100, Eff. July 1, 1976.

257.1c “Articulated bus” defined.
Sec. 1c. “Articulated bus” means a vehicle designed for carrying passengers and comprised of 2 sections

permanently joined by a hinge mechanism or articulated joint allowing vertical and horizontal relative
movement as well as a weathertight passage for riders moving from 1 section of the bus to the other.

History: Add. 1988, Act 346, Imd. Eff. Oct. 25, 1988.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
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“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,
319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”

257.1d “Alcoholic liquor” defined.
Sec. 1d. “Alcoholic liquor” means any liquid or compound, whether or not medicated, proprietary,

patented, and by whatever name called, containing any amount of alcohol including any liquid or compound
described in section 105(2) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1105.

History: Add. 2003, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 30, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 62, Eff. May 3, 2004.

257.2 “Authorized emergency vehicle” defined; additional definitions.
Sec. 2. (1) "Authorized emergency vehicle" means any 1 of the following:
(a) Vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles, ambulances, privately owned motor vehicles of

volunteer or paid fire fighters, or volunteer members of an emergency rescue unit if authorized by the chief of
an organized fire department, a county sheriff, or the director of the department of state police, or privately
owned motor vehicles of volunteer or paid members of a life support agency licensed by the department of
licensing and regulatory affairs if authorized by the life support agency.

(b) For purposes of section 698(5)(c) during an emergency, a vehicle owned and operated by a federally
recognized nonprofit charitable organization that is used exclusively for assistance during that emergency.

(c) For purposes of section 653a, a road service vehicle giving a visual signal by means of a flashing,
rotating, or oscillating red or amber light. As used in this subdivision, "road service vehicle" means a vehicle
that is clearly marked and readily recognizable as a vehicle used to assist disabled vehicles.

(2) As used in this section:
(a) "Emergency rescue unit" means an entity with training in a specialized discipline exceeding the level of

training for medical first responders.
(b) "Life support agency" means that term as defined in section 20906 of the public health code, 1978 PA

368, MCL 333.20906.
(c) "Medical first responder" means that term as defined in section 20906 of the public health code, 1978

PA 368, MCL 333.20906.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1956, Act 11, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 1956;¾Am. 1975, Act 100, Eff. July 1, 1976;¾

Am. 1976, Act 347, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1976;¾Am. 1997, Act 8, Imd. Eff. May 16, 1997;¾Am. 2004, Act 19, Eff. June 2, 2004;¾Am.
2011, Act 231, Imd. Eff. Nov. 22, 2011.

257.2a “Automotive recycler” defined.
Sec. 2a. “Automotive recycler” means a person who engages in business primarily for the purpose of

selling at retail salvage vehicle parts and secondarily for the purpose of selling at retail salvage motor vehicles
or manufacturing or selling a product of gradable scrap metal.

History: Add. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1, 1994.

257.3 “Axle” defined.
Sec. 3. “Axle” means the common axis of rotation of 1 or more wheels whether power driven or freely

rotating, and whether in 1 or more segments and regardless of the number of wheels carried thereon.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.3a "Basic driver improvement course" defined.
Sec. 3a. "Basic driver improvement course" means a course of study that satisfies all of the following

conditions:
(a) It meets or exceeds the curriculum standards set forth in the defensive driving course instructor manual,

eighth edition, published by the national safety council.
(b) It provides documented evidence from a federal, state, or local agency of course effectiveness in

reducing collisions, moving violations, or both.
(c) It contains such other information as is approved by the secretary of state and that is offered over the

internet or through classroom instruction.
History: Add. 2008, Act 568, Eff. Dec. 31, 2008.

257.4 “Bicycle” defined.
Sec. 4. “Bicycle” means a device propelled by human power upon which a person may ride, having either
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2 or 3 wheels in a tandem or tricycle arrangement, all of which are over 14 inches in diameter.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1971, Act 151, Imd. Eff. Nov. 22, 1971;¾Am. 1975, Act 209, Imd. Eff. Aug. 25,

1975;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

257.4a “Birthday” defined.
Sec. 4a. “Birthday” shall mean any anniversary of the original date of birth, and all persons born on

February 29 shall be deemed, for the purposes of this act, to have been born on March 1.
History: Add. 1953, Act 215, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953.

257.4b “Bus” defined.
Sec. 4b. “Bus” means a motor vehicle designed for carrying 16 or more passengers, including the driver.

Bus does not include a school bus.
History: Add. 1964, Act 89, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1980, Act 174, Imd. Eff. June 23, 1980;¾Am. 1988, Act 346, Imd. Eff. Oct.

25, 1988.

257.4c “Buy back vehicle” defined.
Sec. 4c. “Buy back vehicle” means a motor vehicle reacquired by a manufacturer as the result of an

arbitration proceeding, pursuant to a customer satisfaction policy adopted by the manufacturer, or under 1986
PA 87, MCL 257.1401 to 257.1410, or a similar law of another state.

History: Add. 2002, Act 652, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

257.5 "Business district" and "commercial business" defined.
Sec. 5. (1) "Business district" means an area contiguous to a highway where the total widths of the adjacent

buildings in use for commercial business open to the general public on both sides occupy 50% or more of the
total frontage on both sides for a distance of 600 feet or more.

(2) As used in this section, "commercial business" does not include a home-based business conducted from
a residence or domicile, but does include a multi-use building in which a commercial business open to the
general public is operated on the ground floor and residential apartments exist on upper floors.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006.

257.5a “Cancellation” defined.
Sec. 5a. “Cancellation” means that a license or registration is annulled and terminated because of some

error or defect or because the licensee or registrant is no longer entitled to such license or registration, but the
cancellation of a license or registration is without prejudice and application for a new license or registration
may be made at any time after such cancellation.

History: Add. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951.

257.6 “Chauffeur” defined.
Sec. 6. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3), “chauffeur” means any of the following:
(a) A person who operates a motor vehicle as a motor common carrier of property or a motor contract

carrier of property as defined in section 1(f) and (h) of the motor carrier act, 1933 PA 254, MCL 475.1, or a
motor carrier of passengers as defined in section 3 of the motor bus transportation act, 1982 PA 432, MCL
474.103.

(b) A person who is employed for the principal purpose of operating a motor vehicle with a GVWR of
10,000 pounds or more.

(c) A person who operates a bus or school bus.
(d) A person who operates a taxi.
(e) A person who operates a limousine as defined by section 3 of the limousine transportation act, 1990 PA

271, MCL 257.1903.
(2) For purposes of subsection (1)(b), a person shall be considered to be employed for the principal

purpose of operating a motor vehicle when the person's employment customarily involves the necessary use
of a motor vehicle for hire or for transporting passengers for hire, or for transporting for gain or hire any
merchandise for display, sale, or delivery.

(3) “Chauffeur” does not include any of the following:
(a) A farmer or an employee of a farmer operating a vehicle exclusively in connection with the farming

operations of the farmer.
(b) A fire fighter or a member of a fire department operating an ambulance.
(c) Emergency medical services personnel operating an ambulance. As used in this subdivision,

“emergency medical services personnel” means that term as defined in section 20904 of the public health
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code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.20904.
(d) State transportation department employees whose work consists of operating vehicles with a gross

vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or more for the purpose of transporting highway and bridge
maintenance materials and supplies for all aspects of state trunkline maintenance, including winter
maintenance and facilities maintenance.

(e) County road commission employees and other employees of local units of government who do not
drive their own vehicles and whose work consists of hauling road building materials and supplies for the road
commission or for other municipal purposes.

(f) A person operating a motor vehicle for a volunteer program who only receives reimbursement for the
costs of operating the motor vehicle.

(g) A person who operates a motor home for personal pleasure.
(h) A parent or parent's designee for the purpose of transporting pupils to or from school and school related

events.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1980, Act 154, Imd. Eff. June 12, 1980;¾Am. 1990, Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990;

¾Am. 1992, Act 134, Eff. Oct. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1992, Act 297, Imd. Eff. Dec. 18, 1992;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

257.6a “Civil infraction” defined.
Sec. 6a. “Civil infraction” means an act or omission prohibited by law which is not a crime as defined in

section 5 of Act No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931, as amended, being section 750.5 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, and for which civil sanctions may be ordered.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.6b “Civil infraction determination” defined.
Sec. 6b. “Civil infraction determination” means a determination that a person is responsible for a civil

infraction by 1 of the following:
(a) An admission of responsibility for the civil infraction.
(b) An admission of responsibility for the civil infraction, “with explanation”.
(c) A preponderance of the evidence at an informal hearing or formal hearing on the question under section

746 or 747.
(d) A default judgment, for failing to appear as directed by a citation or other notice, at a scheduled

appearance under section 745(3) (b) or (4), at a scheduled informal hearing under section 746, or at a
scheduled formal hearing under section 747.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.6c “Civic event” defined.
Sec. 6c. “Civic event” means a convention, conference, pageant, parade, special athletic contest,

commemoration, gathering, assemblage, or similar function.
History: Add. 1987, Act 151, Imd. Eff. Oct. 29, 1987.

257.6d “Collector plate” defined.
Sec. 6d. “Collector plate” means a plate that contains a reproduction of every characteristic of a specific

registration plate except for the number and letter characters, which shall be determined by the secretary of
state, and that is sold as described in section 811g. A collector plate is not a registration plate.

History: Add. 2000, Act 77, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

257.7 “Commercial vehicle” defined.
Sec. 7. “Commercial vehicle” includes all motor vehicles used for the transportation of passengers for hire,

or constructed or used for transportation of goods, wares or merchandise, and/or all motor vehicles designed
and used for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon either independently
or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so drawn.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.7a “Commercial motor vehicle” defined.
Sec. 7a. “Commercial motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle designed to transport 16 or more passengers,

including the driver; a motor vehicle, having a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 or more pounds; a motor
vehicle with a gross combination weight rating of 26,001 pounds or more including a towed unit with a gross
vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds; or a motor vehicle carrying hazardous material and on
which is required to be posted a placard as defined and required under 49 C.F.R. parts 100 to 199. A
commercial motor vehicle does not include a vehicle used exclusively to transport personal possessions or
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Sec. 23a. “Juvenile adjudication” means either of the following:
(a) A finding of juvenile delinquency under chapter 403 of title 18 of the United States code, 18 U.S.C.

5031 to 5040 and 5042.
(b) The entry of a judgment or order of disposition by a court of another state that states or is based upon a

finding that a juvenile has violated a law of another state, which violation would have been a criminal offense
if committed by an adult in that state.

History: Add. 1993, Act 359, Eff. Sept. 1, 1994.

257.23b “Juvenile disposition” defined.
Sec. 23b. “Juvenile disposition” means the entry of an order of disposition for a juvenile found to be within

the court's jurisdiction under chapter XIIA of 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.1 to 712A.32.
History: Add. 1998, Act 356, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

257.24 “Laned roadway” defined.
Sec. 24. “Laned roadway” means a roadway which is divided into 2 or more clearly marked lanes for

vehicular traffic.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.24a “Leased vehicle” defined.
Sec. 24a. “Leased vehicle” means a motor vehicle for which a person is granted possession for a contracted

period of time and in return for a contracted sum.
History: Add. 1975, Act 314, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1975.

257.24b “Late model vehicle” defined.
Sec. 24b. “Late model vehicle” means a vehicle weighing 8,000 pounds or less, manufactured in the

current model year or the 5 model years immediately preceding the current model year, or, if over 8,000
pounds, a vehicle manufactured in the current model year or the 15 model years immediately preceding the
current model year.

History: Add. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979.

257.24c “Law of another state” defined.
Sec. 24c. “Law of another state” means a law or ordinance enacted by another state or by a local unit of

government in another state.
History: Add. 1991, Act 99, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992.

257.25 “License” defined.
Sec. 25. “License” means any driving privileges, license, temporary instruction permit, or temporary

license issued under the laws of this state pertaining to the licensing of persons to operate motor vehicles.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 247, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967.

257.25a “Autocycle” defined.
Sec. 25a. “Autocycle” means an enclosed motorcycle that is equipped with safety belts, rollbar,

windshield, wipers, steering wheel, and equipment otherwise required on a motorcycle, and which has not
more than 3 wheels in contact with the roadway at any 1 time.

History: Add. 1984, Act 328, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1984.

257.25b “Low-speed vehicle” defined.
Sec. 25b. "Low-speed vehicle" means a self-propelled motor vehicle to which both of the following apply:
(a) The vehicle conforms to the definition of low-speed vehicle under 49 CFR 571.3(b).
(b) The vehicle meets the standard for low-speed vehicles under 49 CFR 571.500.
History: Add. 2000, Act 82, Eff. July 1, 2000;¾Am. 2006, Act 377, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 2006.

257.26 “Limited access highway” defined.
Sec. 26. “Limited access highway” means every highway, street, or roadway in respect to which owners or

occupants of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of access to or from the same except at such
points only, and in such manner as may be determined by the public authority having jurisdiction over such
highway, street or roadway.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
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257.27 “Local authorities” defined.
Sec. 27. “Local authorities” means every municipal and other local board or body having authority to enact

laws relating to traffic under the constitution and laws of this state.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.27a “Major component part” defined.
Sec. 27a. “Major component part” means 1 of the following parts of a vehicle:
(a) The engine.
(b) The transmission.
(c) The right or left front fender.
(d) The hood.
(e) A door allowing entrance to or egress from the vehicle's passenger compartment of the vehicle.
(f) The front or rear bumper.
(g) The right or left rear quarter panel.
(h) The deck lid, tailgate, or hatchback.
(i) The trunk floor pan.
(j) The cargo box of a pickup.
(k) The frame, or if the vehicle has a unitized body, the supporting structure or structures that serve as the

frame.
(l) The cab of a truck.
(m) The body of a passenger vehicle.
History: Add. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1,

1994.

257.28 “Manufacturer” defined.
Sec. 28. “Manufacturer” means a person, firm, corporation or association engaged in the manufacture of

new motor vehicles, trailers or trailer coaches or semi-trailers, as a regular business.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.29 “Maximum axle load” defined.
Sec. 29. “Maximum axle load” means the gross weight over the axle which includes vehicles and load.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.30 “Metal tire” defined.
Sec. 30. “Metal tire” means every tire the surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly or partly

of metal or other hard, non-resilient material.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.30a Repealed. 1978, Act 568, Eff. Jan. 6, 1979.
Compiler's note: The repealed section defined “mobile home”.

257.30b “Michigan university” defined.
Sec. 30b. “Michigan university” means any of the following institutions of higher education:
(a) Central Michigan University.
(b) Eastern Michigan University.
(c) Ferris State University.
(d) Grand Valley State University.
(e) Lake Superior State University.
(f) Michigan State University.
(g) Michigan Technological University.
(h) Northern Michigan University.
(i) Oakland University.
(j) Saginaw Valley State University.
(k) University of Michigan - Ann Arbor.
(l) University of Michigan - Dearborn.
(m) University of Michigan - Flint.
(n) Wayne State University.
(o) Western Michigan University.
History: Add. 2000, Act 77, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.
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Sec. 35b. “Older model vehicle” means a vehicle weighing 8,000 pounds or less, manufactured in the sixth
model year immediately preceding the current model year, or manufactured in any model year before that
model year; or, if more than 8,000 pounds, a vehicle manufactured in a model year preceding the fifteenth
model year before the current model year.

History: Add. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979.

257.35c “Off lease vehicle” defined.
Sec. 35c. “Off lease vehicle” means a motor vehicle leased for a term of more than 30 days that the lessee

elects to purchase.
History: Add. 2002, Act 652, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

257.36 “Operator” defined.
Sec. 36. “Operator” means every person, other than a chauffeur, who is in actual physical control of a

motor vehicle upon a highway.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.36a “Owner-operator” defined.
Sec. 36a. “Owner-operator” means an individual who holds the legal title of a commercial vehicle and who

leases the commercial vehicle under a lease or arrangement whereby the individual is employed by the lessee
to operate the leased vehicle.

History: Add. 1969, Act 309, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

257.36b "Out-of-service" defined.
Sec. 36b. "Out-of-service" means a declaration by an authorized enforcement officer of a state, a local unit

of government of a state, the United States, Canada, or the United Mexican States that an operator, a
commercial motor vehicle, or a motor carrier operation is out-of-service under 49 CFR 386.72, 392.5, 395.13,
or 396.9, or a substantially similar law or ordinance, or the North American uniform out-of-service criteria.

History: Add. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

257.37 “Owner” defined.
Sec. 37. “Owner” means any of the following:
(a) Any person, firm, association, or corporation renting a motor vehicle or having the exclusive use

thereof, under a lease or otherwise, for a period that is greater than 30 days.
(b) Except as otherwise provided in section 401a, a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle.
(c) A person who has the immediate right of possession of a vehicle under an installment sale contract.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1988, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 23, 1988.

257.38 “Parking” defined.
Sec. 38. “Parking” means standing a vehicle, whether occupied or not, upon a highway, when not loading

or unloading except when making necessary repairs.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.38a "Park model trailer" defined.
Sec. 38a. "Park model trailer" means a vehicle that meets all of the following:
(a) Is built on a single chassis, mounted on wheels, and designed to be towed by a motor vehicle from time

to time.
(b) Depending on its size, may require a special highway movement permit under section 719a to be towed

on a street or highway.
(c) Is designed to provide recreational, seasonal, or temporary living quarters.
(d) When used as recreational, seasonal, or temporary living quarters, may be connected to utilities

necessary for the operation of installed fixtures and appliances.
(e) Is not a mobile home as that term is defined in section 2 of the mobile home commission act, 1987 PA

96, MCL 125.2302.
History: Add. 2009, Act 32, Eff. Dec. 1, 2009.

257.39 “Pedestrian” defined.
Sec. 39. “Pedestrian” means any person afoot.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
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257.39a “Permanent disability” defined.
Sec. 39a. “Permanent disability” means a physical characteristic categorized as a disability that

significantly limits ambulation or necessitates the use of a wheelchair for mobility, or blindness, for which
there is a present medical expectation that the disability will always persist and never significantly improve.

History: Add. 1987, Act 257, Eff. Apr. 1, 1988;¾Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4, 1998.

257.40 “Person” defined.
Sec. 40. “Person” means every natural person, firm, copartnership, association, or corporation and their

legal successors.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.40a “Pickup camper” defined.
Sec. 40a. “Pickup camper” means a nonself-propelled recreational vehicle, without wheels for road use,

that is designed to rest all of its weight upon, and be attached to, a motor vehicle, and is primarily intended for
use as temporary living quarters in connection with recreational, camping, or travel purposes. A pickup
camper does not include truck covers or caps consisting of walls and a roof but that do not have floors and
facilities for using the camper as a dwelling.

History: Add. 1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991.

257.40b “Personal information” and “highly restricted personal information” defined.
Sec. 40b. (1) "Personal information" means information that identifies an individual, including the

individual's photograph or image, name, address (but not the zip code), driver license number, social security
number, telephone number, digitized signature, and medical and disability information. Personal information
does not include information on driving and equipment-related violations or civil infractions, driver or vehicle
registration status, vehicular accidents, or other behaviorally-related information.

(2) "Highly restricted personal information" means an individual's photograph or image, social security
number, digitized signature, medical and disability information, and source documents presented by an
applicant to obtain an operator's or chauffeur's license under section 307(1).

History: Add. 1997, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997;¾Am. 2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2008.

257.41 “Pole-trailer” defined.
Sec. 41. “Pole-trailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by another vehicle

and attached to the towing vehicle by means of a reach, or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to
the towing vehicle, and ordinarily used for transporting long or irregular shaped loads such as poles, pipes or
structural members capable, generally, of sustaining themselves as beams between the supporting
connections.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.41a “Police book” defined.
Sec. 41a. “Police book” means a hardcover, bound volume or a record in a form prescribed by the

secretary of state that provides a bought and sold record for each vehicle handled by a dealer, contains the
information required by section 251, and includes any other information required by law or the secretary of
state.

History: Add. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1,
1994;¾Am. 1998, Act 384, Eff. Jan. 1, 1999.

257.42 “Police officer” defined.
Sec. 42. “Police officer” means any of the following:
(a) Every sheriff or sheriff's deputy; village or township marshal; officer of the police department of any

city, village, or township; any officer of the Michigan state police; or any peace officer who is trained and
certified pursuant to the Michigan law enforcement officers training council act of 1965, Act No. 203 of the
Public Acts of 1965, being sections 28.601 to 28.616 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(b) For purposes of enforcing sections 215, 255, 631(1), 717, 719, 719a, 720, 722, 724, 725, and 726, any
duly authorized agent of a county road commission meeting the requirements of section 726c. However, an
authorized agent of a county road commission shall only enforce sections 215 and 255 with respect to
commercial vehicles.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1983, Act 10, Imd. Eff. Mar. 18, 1983;¾Am. 1984, Act 74, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18,
1984;¾Am. 1989, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Aug. 22, 1989.
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highway movement permit under section 719a to be operated or towed on a street or highway. The term
includes, but is not limited to, a motor home, travel trailer, park model trailer that does not require a special
highway movement permit under section 719a, or pickup camper.

History: Add. 2009, Act 32, Eff. Dec. 1, 2009.

257.50 “Registration” defined.
Sec. 50. “Registration” means a registration certificate, plate, adhesive tab, or other indicator of

registration issued under this act for display on a vehicle.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 548, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978.

257.50a “Residence address” defined.
Sec. 50a. "Residence address" means the place that is the settled home or domicile at which a person

legally resides as defined in section 11 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.11.
History: Add. 1999, Act 118, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000;¾Am. 2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2008.

257.51 Repealed. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to "residence district" defined.

257.51a “Resident” defined.
Sec. 51a. "Resident" means every person who resides in this state and establishes that he or she is legally

present in the United States. This definition applies to the provisions of this act only.
History: Add. 1968, Act 106, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1968;¾Am. 2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2008.

257.52 “Revocation” defined.
Sec. 52. (1) “Revocation” means that the operator's or chauffeur's license and privilege to operate a motor

vehicle on the public highways are terminated and shall not be renewed or restored until the later of the
following:

(a) The expiration of not less than 1 year after the license was revoked.
(b) The expiration of not less than 5 years after the date of a subsequent revocation occurring within 7

years after the date of a prior revocation.
(2) If a license has been revoked, an application for a new license may be presented and acted upon by the

secretary of state as provided in section 303.
(3) When referring to a dealer license, “revocation” means that a person's authorization to engage in

business as a dealer is terminated and shall not be restored or renewed, except that an application for a new
license may be considered at the discretion of the secretary of state.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979;¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am.
1991, Act 99, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.53 “Right-of-way” defined.
Sec. 53. “Right-of-way” means the privilege of the immediate use of the highway.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.54 “Road tractor” defined.
Sec. 54. “Road tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used for drawing other vehicles and not

so constructed as to carry any load thereon either independently or any part of the weight of the vehicle or
load so drawn.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.55 “Roadway” defined.
Sec. 55. “Roadway” means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular

travel. In the event a highway includes 2 or more separate roadways, the term “roadway”, as used herein, shall
refer to any such roadway separately, but not to all such roadways collectively.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.56 “Safety zone” defined.
Sec. 56. “Safety zone” means the area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use
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Sec. 60. “Sidewalk” means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines of roadway,
and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.61 “Spacings between axles” defined.
Sec. 61. “Spacings between axles” means the distance from axle center to axle center.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.62 “Special mobile equipment” defined.
Sec. 62. “Special mobile equipment” means every vehicle not designed or used primarily for the

transportation of persons or property and incidentally operated or moved over the highways, including farm
tractors, road construction or maintenance machinery, mobile office trailers, mobile tool shed trailers, mobile
trailer units used for housing stationary construction equipment, ditch-digging apparatus, and well-boring and
well-servicing apparatus. The foregoing enumeration shall be considered partial and shall not operate to
exclude other vehicles which are within the general terms of this definition. Although not within the general
terms of this definition, the combination of a mobile car crusher trailer permanently attached to a truck tractor
or road tractor shall be considered special mobile equipment for purposes of this act.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1962, Act 66, Imd. Eff. Apr. 23, 1962;¾Am. 1992, Act 119, Imd. Eff. June 26,
1992.

257.63 “Street car” defined.
Sec. 63. “Street car” means a car other than a railroad train for transporting persons or property and

operated upon rails principally within a municipality.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.64 “Street or highway” defined.
Sec. 64. “Street or highway” means the entire width between boundary lines of every way publicly

maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.65 "State" defined.
Sec. 65. "State" means any state, territory, or possession of the United States, Indian country as defined in

18 USC 1151, the District of Columbia, the Dominion of Canada, or any province or territory of the
Dominion of Canada.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1994, Act 449, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 62, Eff. May 3, 2004;¾Am.
2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.

257.66 “Suspension” defined.
Sec. 66. “Suspension” means that the driver's license and privilege to drive a motor vehicle on the public

highways are temporarily withdrawn but only during the period of the suspension. When referring to a dealer
license, “suspension” means that a person's authorization to engage in business as a dealer is temporarily
withdrawn.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979.

257.67 “Tandem axle” defined.
Sec. 67. “Tandem axle” means 2 axles spaced more than 3 feet 6 inches and less than 9 feet apart.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.67a “Tandem axle assembly” and “tank vehicle” defined.
Sec. 67a. (1) “Tandem axle assembly” means 2 axles spaced more than 3 feet 6 inches and less than 9 feet

apart, 1 axle in front of the other and so attached to the vehicle wherein an attempt is made by connecting
mechanism to distribute the weight equally between the 2 axles.

(2) “Tank vehicle” means any commercial motor vehicle that is designed to transport any liquid or gaseous
material within a tank that is either permanently or temporarily attached to the vehicle. Tank vehicle does not
include a vehicle attached to a portable tank having a rated capacity less than 1,000 gallons.

History: Add. 1967, Act 277, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1988, Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1990.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
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Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”

257.67b “Temporary disability” defined.
Sec. 67b. “Temporary disability” means a physical characteristic categorized as a disability that

significantly limits ambulation or necessitates the use of a wheelchair for mobility, or blindness, for which
there is a present medical expectation that the disability will improve.

History: Add. 1987, Act 257, Eff. Apr. 1, 1988;¾Am. 1994, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4, 1998.

257.68 “Through highway” defined.
Sec. 68. “Through highway” means every state trunk line highway, or, any other highway at the entrance

to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required by law to stop before entering or crossing the
same.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.69 “Traffic” defined.
Sec. 69. “Traffic” means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, street cars and other conveyances

either singly or together while using any highway for purposes of travel.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.70 “Traffic control devices” defined.
Sec. 70. “Traffic control devices” means all signs, signals, markings, and devices not inconsistent with this

act placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of
regulating, warning or guiding traffic.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.71 “Traffic control order” defined.
Sec. 71. “Traffic control order” means an order officially establishing the location of traffic control devices

and traffic control signals on the highways of this state by the authority having jurisdiction over such highway
and filed with the county clerk of the county traversed by such highway. A certified copy thereof shall be
prima facie evidence in all courts of the issuance of such order.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.72 “Traffic control signal” defined.
Sec. 72. “Traffic control signal” means any device whether manually, electrically or mechanically

operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and to proceed.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.73 “Trailer” defined.
Sec. 73. “Trailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, other than a pole-trailer, designed

for carrying property or persons and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its
weight rests upon the towing vehicle.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.74 “Trailer coach” defined.
Sec. 74. “Trailer coach” means every vehicle primarily designed and used as temporary living quarters for

recreational, camping, or travel purposes and drawn by another vehicle.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 262, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1978, Act 568, Eff. Jan. 6, 1979.

257.74a "Travel trailer," "camping trailer," and "fifth wheel trailer" defined.
Sec. 74a. (1) "Travel trailer" means a trailer coach, fifth wheel trailer, camping trailer, or other vehicle that

is designed to be towed by a motor vehicle; is designed to provide temporary living quarters for recreational,
camping, or travel use; and does not require a special highway movement permit under section 719a to be
towed on a street or highway.

(2) As used in this section:
(a) "Camping trailer" means a trailer coach constructed with collapsible side walls that fold for towing and
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unfold to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use.
(b) "Fifth wheel trailer" means a trailer coach designed to be towed by a motor vehicle using a towing

mechanism that is mounted above or forward of the tow vehicle's rear axle.
History: Add. 2009, Act 32, Eff. Dec. 1, 2009.

257.75 “Truck” defined.
Sec. 75. “Truck” means every motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transportation

of property.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.76 “Transporter” defined.
Sec. 76. “Transporter” means every person engaged in the business of delivering vehicles of a type

required to be registered hereunder from a manufacturing, assembling or distributing plant to dealers or sales
agents of a manufacturer, and every person certificated by the Michigan public service commission to engage
in the business of moving trailer coaches or mobile homes. This section shall not affect duly authorized
permit holders.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1961, Act 4, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 1961.

257.77 “Truck tractor” defined.
Sec. 77. “Truck tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other

vehicles, and not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so
drawn, except that a truck tractor and semitrailer engaged in the transportation of automobiles may transport
motor vehicles on part of the power unit.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1985, Act 174, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1985.

257.78 “Used or second-hand vehicle” defined.
Sec. 78. “Used or second-hand vehicle” means any motor vehicle to which a certificate of title and license

plates have been issued and which motor vehicle has been registered for use on the highways by a consumer
or by a dealer.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 238, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951.

257.78a “Used vehicle parts dealer” or “used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer” defined.
Sec. 78a. “Used vehicle parts dealer” or “used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer” means a person engaged

in the business of buying or otherwise dealing in vehicles for the purpose of dismantling the vehicles to sell
used parts and remaining scrap metal or a person engaged in the business of buying, acquiring, selling, or
otherwise dealing in salvageable parts.

History: Add. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1, 1994.

257.79 “Vehicle” defined.
Sec. 79. “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be

transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices exclusively moved by human power or used exclusively
upon stationary rails or tracks and except, only for the purpose of titling and registration under this act, a
mobile home as defined in section 2 of the mobile home commission act, Act No. 96 of the Public Acts of
1987, being section 125.2302 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;¾Am. 1978, Act 568, Eff. Jan. 6, 1979;¾
Am. 1992, Act 134, Eff. Oct. 1, 1992.

257.79a “Vehicle salvage pool” defined.
Sec. 79a. “Vehicle salvage pool” means a person engaged in the business of storing and displaying

damaged or distressed vehicles as an agent or escrow agent of an insurance company.
History: Add. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979.

257.79b “Vehicle scrap metal processor” defined.
Sec. 79b. “Vehicle scrap metal processor” means a dealer engaged in the business of buying or otherwise

acquiring vehicles for the purpose of processing and selling the metal for remelting. A vehicle scrap metal
processor shall not sell major components or other parts for vehicle repair purposes, unless the vehicle scrap
metal processor first obtains a used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer license.

History: Add. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979.
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257.79c “Wrecker” defined.
Sec. 79c. “Wrecker” means a truck with a hoist, towing apparatus, or self-loading flatbed, or any

combination of these items, permanently affixed to the truck, used to transport not more than 2 vehicles,
except for a motor vehicle equipped with a fifth wheel or a motor vehicle that tows the second vehicle on a
trailer.

History: Add. 1994, Act 95, Eff. June 1, 1994.

257.79d “Work zone” defined.
Sec. 79d. “Work zone” means a portion of a street or highway that meets any of the following:
(a) Is between a “work zone begins” sign and an “end road work” sign.
(b) For construction, maintenance, or utility work activities conducted by a work crew and more than 1

moving vehicle, is between a “begin work convoy” sign and an “end work convoy” sign.
(c) For construction, maintenance, surveying, or utility work activities conducted by a work crew and 1

moving or stationary vehicle exhibiting a rotating beacon or strobe light, is between the following points:
(i) A point that is 150 feet behind the rear of the vehicle or that is the point from which the beacon or

strobe light is first visible on the street or highway behind the vehicle, whichever is closer to the vehicle.
(ii) A point that is 150 feet in front of the front of the vehicle or that is the point from which the beacon or

strobe light is first visible on the street or highway in front of the vehicle, whichever is closer to the vehicle.
History: Add. 2003, Act 315, Eff. Apr. 8, 2004.

257.79e "Wholesaler" defined.
Sec. 79e. "Wholesaler" means a person who is engaged in the business of selling used vehicles to or

purchasing used vehicles from a licensed motor vehicle dealer and who does not sell or offer for sale motor
vehicles of any classification to a person other than a licensed motor vehicle dealer.

History: Add. 2004, Act 495, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2004.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 257.79e, which pertained to definition of work zone, was repealed by Act 62 of 2004, Eff. Apr. 8,
2004.

257.79f "Boat lift" defined.
Sec. 79f. "Boat lift" means a vehicle owned and operated by a marina or watercraft dealer in a commercial

boat storage operation with a framework designed to surround or straddle a boat and lift the boat from water
or a storage space using a sling and hoisting mechanism. A boat lift shall be specifically designed for and
used exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage and a marina or in and around a marina. Boat
lift does not include a boat trailer designed for normal or routine transportation of a watercraft.

History: Add. 2008, Act 539, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009.

257.80 Tenses; definition.
Sec. 80. The present tense includes the past and future tenses; and the future, the present.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.81 Number and gender; definitions.
Sec. 81. The singular shall include the plural and the plural shall include the singular; the masculine shall

include the feminine and neuter, as requisite.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.82 “Shall” and “may” defined.
Sec. 82. “Shall” and “may” means shall is mandatory and may is permissive.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

CHAPTER II
ADMINISTRATION, REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATE OF TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT

257.201 Reference to “division”.
Sec. 201. When a reference is made in this act to “division”, the reference is to the secretary of state or an

authorized representative of the secretary of state.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 215, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979.

257.202 Secretary of state as exclusive state agent.
Sec. 202. Except as provided in this act, the secretary of state is the exclusive state agent for the
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(a) Operating a vehicle in violation of section 625.
(b) Operating a commercial motor vehicle in violation of section 625m.
(c) Leaving the scene of an accident.
(d) Using a vehicle to commit a felony.
(e) Refusing to take an alcohol or controlled substance test required under this act.
(f) Operating a commercial motor vehicle when the person's operator's or chauffeur's license or vehicle

group designation is suspended, revoked, or canceled as a result of prior violations committed while operating
a commercial motor vehicle.

(g) Operating a commercial motor vehicle when the person is disqualified from operating a commercial
motor vehicle.

(h) Causing any fatality through the negligent operation of a commercial motor vehicle.
(4) Records of stolen vehicles reported in section 253 may be destroyed after being maintained on file for

the year of entry plus 4 years.
(5) Except as otherwise specified in this act, records the secretary of state considers obsolete and of no

further service in carrying out the department's powers and duties may be destroyed upon that determination.
(6) If a record of suspension under section 321a does not contain a conviction for a violation of section 904

or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 904 during the period of suspension, the secretary
of state may destroy the record 180 days after the suspension terminates or as provided in subsections (1) to
(5).

(7) The secretary of state may destroy a record of receipt of the notice provided for in section 321a(7) after
the court involved informs the secretary of state that all outstanding matters regarding section 321a(7) have
been resolved.

(8) The secretary of state may destroy a record maintained pursuant to section 204a 180 days after the
nonresident driver against whom a civil infraction determination is entered complies with an order or
judgment issued pursuant to section 907.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 247, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 391, Eff. Jan. 15, 1979;¾
Am. 1980, Act 460, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 1981;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am.
1994, Act 449, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 471, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1997, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997;¾Am. 2004, Act
362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004;¾Am. 2006, Act 565, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.208a Availability of records to the public.
Sec. 208a. Records maintained under this act, other than those declared to be confidential by law or which

are restricted by law from disclosure to the public, shall be available to the public in accordance with
procedures prescribed in this act, the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, or
other applicable laws.

History: Add. 1997, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997.

257.208b Commercial look-up service; records and information maintained by education
provider or limo carrier of passengers; disposition of fees; providing file to
nongovernmental person or entity; failure to provide information; fines; definitions.
Sec. 208b. (1) The secretary of state may provide a commercial look-up service of records maintained

under this act. For each individual record looked up, the secretary of state shall charge a fee specified
annually by the legislature, or if the legislature does not specify a fee, a market-based price established by the
secretary of state. The secretary of state shall process a commercial look-up request only if the request is in a
form or format prescribed by the secretary of state. Fees collected under this subsection on and after October
1, 2005 through October 1, 2015 shall be credited to the transportation administration collection fund created
in section 810b.

(2) A driver education provider shall subscribe to the commercial look-up service maintained by the
secretary of state.

(3) A driver education provider shall maintain on its premises the most current copy of all nonpersonal
information related to his or her driving record and the driving record of each instructor employed by the
driver education provider for review by any prospective customer or the parent or guardian of a prospective
customer.

(4) A prospective customer or the parent or guardian of a prospective customer may review a copy of all
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nonpersonal information related to the driving record of the driver education provider or an instructor
employed by the driver education provider.

(5) A driver education provider shall include in its contract with each client, as prescribed by the secretary
of state, a notice that nonpersonal information related to the driving record of each individual instructor is
available for review by the general public. A driver education provider who fails to include the information
required by this subsection is subject to a fine of not more than $500.00.

(6) Each limo carrier of passengers shall subscribe to the commercial look-up service maintained by the
secretary of state.

(7) A person who drives a limousine for hire for a limo carrier of passengers shall maintain a most current
copy of all nonpersonal information related to the person's driving record in the limousine available for
review by any prospective passenger.

(8) A prospective passenger may review a copy of all nonpersonal information related to the driving record
of the driver of a limousine from a limo carrier of passengers or from the driver of the limousine.

(9) The secretary of state shall not provide an entire computerized central file or other file of records
maintained under this act to a nongovernmental person or entity, unless the person or entity pays the
prescribed fee for each individual record contained within the computerized file.

(10) A driver training school operator who fails to provide the information required to be maintained by
this section is subject to a fine of not more than $500.00. Each failure to provide information constitutes a
separate offense.

(11) A limo carrier of passengers who fails to provide the information required to be maintained by this
section is subject to a fine of not more than $500.00. Each failure to provide information constitutes a separate
offense.

(12) The driver of a limousine who fails to provide the information required by this section is subject to a
fine of not more than $500.00. Each failure to provide information constitutes a separate offense.

(13) As used in this section:
(a) "Driver education provider" means that term as defined in section 5 of the driver education provider

and instructor act, 2006 PA 384, MCL 256.625.
(b) "Limo carrier of passengers" and "limousine" mean those terms as defined in section 3 of the limousine

transportation act, 1990 PA 271, MCL 257.1903.
History: Add. 1997, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997;¾Am. 1998, Act 12, Eff. June 1, 1998;¾Am. 1998, Act 329, Eff. Oct. 1, 1998;

¾Am. 2000, Act 159, Imd. Eff. June 14, 2000;¾Am. 2005, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 2005;¾Am. 2009, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30,
2009;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

257.208c Disclosure of personal information; uses.
Sec. 208c. (1) Except as provided in this section and in section 232, personal information in a record

maintained under this act shall not be disclosed, unless the person requesting the information furnishes proof
of identity satisfactory to the secretary of state and certifies that the personal information requested will be
used for a permissible purpose identified in this section or in section 232. However, highly restricted personal
information shall be used and disclosed only as expressly permitted in section 307 or as otherwise expressly
provided by law.

(2) Personal information in a record maintained under this act shall be disclosed by the secretary of state if
required to carry out the purposes of federal law or federal regulations.

(3) Personal information in a record maintained under this act may be disclosed by the secretary of state as
follows:

(a) For use by a federal, state, or local governmental agency, including a court or law enforcement agency,
in carrying out the agency's functions, or by a private person or entity acting on behalf of a governmental
agency in carrying out the agency's functions.

(b) For use in connection with matters of motor vehicle and driver safety or auto theft; motor vehicle
emissions; motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, or advisories; performance monitoring of motor
vehicles; motor vehicle market research activities, including survey research; and the removal of nonowner
records from the original records of motor vehicle manufacturers.

(c) For use in the normal course of business by a legitimate business, including the agents, employees, and
contractors of the business, but only to verify the accuracy of personal information submitted by an individual
to the business or its agents, employees, or contractors, and if the information as so submitted is no longer
correct, to obtain the correct information, for the sole purpose of preventing fraud by pursuing legal remedies
against, or recovering on a debt against, the individual.

(d) For use in connection with a civil, criminal, administrative, or arbitration proceeding in a federal, state,
or local court or governmental agency or before a self-regulatory body, including use for service of process,
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certificate, permit, license or registration plate issued by it upon expiration, revocation, cancellation or
suspension thereof, or which is fictitious, or which has been unlawfully or erroneously issued, and the
department or any agent thereof is authorized to take possession and custody of any registration plate found
attached to any motor vehicle for which it was not issued, or when any other unlawful use is being made
thereof. Expiration, revocation, cancellation or suspension of a certificate of title does not, in itself, affect the
validity of a security interest noted on it.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965.

257.211 Synopsis, summary, or compilation of laws relating to vehicles; selling price of
compilation; disposition and use of money collected.
Sec. 211. (1) The secretary of state may publish a synopsis or summary of the laws of this state regulating

the operation of vehicles and may deliver a copy without charge as the secretary of state may deem necessary.
(2) The secretary of state may publish a compilation of the laws of this state relating to the ownership and

operation of vehicles and other laws relative to the department of state. The secretary of state shall establish a
selling price for the compilation and may raise or lower the selling price of the compilation to reflect changes
in preparation, printing and distribution costs.

(3) Money collected from the sale of the compilation shall be credited to a revolving fund created by this
act, known as the “Michigan department of state publications fund”. Money in the fund shall be used to pay
preparation, printing and distribution costs incurred by the department in connection with the publication.
Money in the fund at the close of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1980, Act 137, Imd. Eff. May 29, 1980.

257.212 Methods of giving notice; proof.
Sec. 212. If the secretary of state is authorized or required to give notice under this act or other law

regulating the operation of a vehicle, unless a different method of giving notice is otherwise expressly
prescribed, notice shall be given either by personal delivery to the person to be notified or by first-class
United States mail addressed to the person at the address shown by the record of the secretary of state. The
giving of notice by mail is complete upon the expiration of 5 days after mailing the notice. Proof of the giving
of notice in either manner may be made by the certificate of a person 18 years of age or older, naming the
person to whom notice was given and specifying the time, place, and manner of the giving of notice.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

257.213 Officers and investigators; powers.
Sec. 213. The secretary of state and the officers and investigators of the department whom he or she

designates have the following powers:
(a) To inspect any vehicle of a type required to be registered under this act and the salvageable parts of a

vehicle of a type required to be registered under this act in any public garage or repair shop or in any place
where vehicles are held for sale, lease, dismantling, or wrecking, for the purpose of locating stolen vehicles
and parts of stolen vehicles and investigating the title and registration of vehicles. In enforcing the provisions
of this subdivision, the secretary of state and the officers and investigators have the powers of peace officers.

(b) To examine the books and records of all persons licensed under this act pertaining to the selling,
buying, leasing, dismantling, brokering, or wrecking of vehicles of a type required to be registered under this
act, and the payment and collection of tax provided for in this act.

(c) The powers of peace officers for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of chapter 5.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 215, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1955, Act 159, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1955;¾

Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

257.214 Badge of authority.
Sec. 214. (a) The secretary of state shall issue to each person named under section 213 of this act a proper

badge of authority designating the position held by the person to whom issued. Every such badge shall display
a distinctive serial number.

(b) Neither the secretary of state nor any other person shall issue any such badge to any person who is not a
duly employed and acting officer or investigator of said department.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.215 Vehicle unregistered or without certificate of title; operation; misdemeanor,
exception.
Sec. 215. It is a misdemeanor for any person to drive or move or for an owner knowingly to permit to be
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driven or moved upon any highway any vehicle of a type required to be registered hereunder which is not
registered or for which a certificate of title has not been applied for or for which the appropriate fee has not
been paid when and as required hereunder, except as provided in subsection (b) of section 217.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 51, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

257.216 Vehicles subject to registration and certificate of title provisions; exceptions.
Sec. 216. Every motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, when driven or

moved on a street or highway, is subject to the registration and certificate of title provisions of this act except
the following:

(a) A vehicle driven or moved on a street or highway in conformance with the provisions of this act
relating to manufacturers, transporters, dealers, or nonresidents.

(b) A vehicle that is driven or moved on a street or highway only for the purpose of crossing that street or
highway from 1 property to another.

(c) An implement of husbandry.
(d) Special mobile equipment. The secretary of state may issue a special registration to an individual,

partnership, corporation, or association not licensed as a dealer that pays the required fee, to identify special
mobile equipment that is driven or moved on a street or highway.

(e) A vehicle that is propelled exclusively by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires though
not operated on rails.

(f) Any vehicle subject to registration, but owned by the government of the United States.
(g) A certificate of title is not required for a trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer that weighs less than 2,500

pounds.
(h) A vehicle driven or moved on a street or highway, by the most direct route, only for the purpose of

securing a scale weight receipt from a weighmaster for purposes of section 801 or obtaining a vehicle
inspection by a law enforcement agency before titling or registration of that vehicle.

(i) A certificate of title is not required for a vehicle owned by a manufacturer or dealer and held for sale or
lease, even though incidentally moved on a street or highway or used for purposes of testing or demonstration.

(j) A bus or a school bus that is not self-propelled and is used exclusively as a construction shanty.
(k) A certificate of title is not required for a moped.
(l) For 3 days immediately following the date of a properly assigned title or signed lease agreement from

any person other than a dealer, a registration is not required for a vehicle driven or moved on a street or
highway for the sole purpose of transporting the vehicle by the most direct route from the place of purchase or
lease to a place of storage if the driver has in his or her possession the assigned title showing the date of sale
or a lease agreement showing the date of the lease.

(m) A certificate of registration is not required for a pickup camper, but a certificate of title is required.
(n) A new motor vehicle driven or moved on a street or highway only for the purpose of moving the

vehicle from an accident site to a storage location if the vehicle was being transported on a railroad car or
semitrailer that was involved in a disabling accident.

(o) A boat lift used for transporting vessels between a marina or a body of water and a place of inland
storage.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 69, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1953, Act 110, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am.
1957, Act 110, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1957;¾Am. 1959, Act 155, Eff. Mar. 19, 1960;¾Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1968,
Act 139, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968;¾Am. 1974, Act 70, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975;¾Am. 1976, Act 74, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1976;¾Am. 1976, Act
439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;¾Am. 1981, Act 75, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1981;¾Am. 1983, Act 186, Imd. Eff. Oct. 25, 1983;¾Am. 1985,
Act 32, Imd. Eff. June 13, 1985;¾Am. 1988, Act 214, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1988;¾Am. 1989, Act 286, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1989;¾Am.
1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1992, Act 102, Imd. Eff. June 25, 1992;¾Am. 1996, Act 141, Imd. Eff. Mar. 25, 1996;¾Am.
2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2008, Act 539, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009;¾Am. 2009, Act 32, Eff. Dec. 1, 2009.

257.217 Application for registration and certificate of title; out-of-state vehicle; form; fee;
signature of owner; contents; leased pickup truck or vehicle; duties of dealer and person
selling or leasing certain vehicles; off lease or buy back vehicle; temporary registration;
copy of security agreement; service fee; imprint on back side of check or bank draft;
liability for damages; perfection of security interest.
Sec. 217. (1) An owner of a vehicle that is subject to registration under this act shall apply to the secretary

of state, upon an appropriate form furnished by the secretary of state, for the registration of the vehicle and
issuance of a certificate of title for the vehicle. A vehicle brought into this state from another state or
jurisdiction that has a rebuilt, salvage, scrap, flood, or comparable certificate of title issued by that other state
or jurisdiction shall be issued a rebuilt, salvage, scrap, or flood certificate of title by the secretary of state. The
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issue its check or bank draft for the principal amount financed, payable jointly to the buyer and seller, and
there shall be imprinted on the back side of the check or bank draft the following:

"Under Michigan law, the seller must record a first lien in favor of (name of lender) _______________ on
the vehicle with vehicle identification number _______________ and title the vehicle only in the name(s)
shown on the reverse side." On the front of the sales check or draft, the holder, finance company, credit union,
or banking institution shall note the name(s) of the prospective owner(s). Failure of the holder, finance
company, credit union, or banking institution to comply with these requirements frees the seller from any
obligation to record the lien or from any liability that may arise as a result of the failure to record the lien. A
service fee shall not be charged to the buyer.

(9) In the absence of actual malice proved independently and not inferred from lack of probable cause, a
person who in any manner causes a prosecution for larceny of a motor vehicle; for embezzlement of a motor
vehicle; for any crime an element of which is the taking of a motor vehicle without authority; or for buying,
receiving, possessing, leasing, or aiding in the concealment of a stolen, embezzled, or converted motor
vehicle knowing that the motor vehicle has been stolen, embezzled, or converted, is not liable for damages in
a civil action for causing the prosecution. This subsection does not relieve a person from proving any other
element necessary to sustain his or her cause of action.

(10) Receipt by the secretary of state of a properly tendered application for a certificate of title on which a
security interest in a vehicle is to be indicated is a condition of perfection of a security interest in the vehicle
and is equivalent to filing a financing statement under the uniform commercial code, 1962 PA 174, MCL
440.1101 to 440.11102, with respect to the vehicle. When a security interest in a vehicle is perfected, it has
priority over the rights of a lien creditor as lien creditor is defined in section 9102 of the uniform commercial
code, 1962 PA 174, MCL 440.9102.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1954, Act 112, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954;¾
Am. 1962, Act 166, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾Am. 1964, Act 51, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1967,
Ex. Sess., Act 3, Imd. Eff. Nov. 15, 1967;¾Am. 1968, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1968;¾Am. 1969, Act 256, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970;¾Am. 1978,
Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1981, Act 75, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1981;¾Am. 1983, Act 165,
Eff. Oct. 1, 1983;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 470, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act 136, Imd. Eff.
June 29, 1989;¾Am. 1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1992, Act 117, Imd. Eff. June 26, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1,
1994;¾Am. 1996, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Feb. 26, 1996;¾Am. 1998, Act 247, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1998;¾Am. 2000, Act 397, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8,
2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 552, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2002, Act 652, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am.
2005, Act 36, Imd. Eff. June 7, 2005.

Compiler's note: For effective date of increases in certain fees, charges or taxes provided by this section, see MCL 257.817(1).

257.217a Registration plate inscribed with official amateur radio call letters; application;
proof; fees; issuance of plate for vehicle bearing registration issued pursuant to MCL
257.801(1)(a) or (q); use on other vehicle as misdemeanor; surrender of registration plate;
submission of application; expiration date.
Sec. 217a. (1) A person who holds an unexpired technician, general, conditional, advanced, or extra class

amateur radio license issued by the federal communications commission may make application directly to the
secretary of state for a registration plate inscribed with the official amateur radio call letters of the applicant as
assigned by the federal communications commission.

(2) The applicant shall prove to the satisfaction of the secretary of state that the applicant holds an
unexpired amateur radio license. In addition to the regular registration fee, the applicant shall pay a service
fee of $2.00. The $2.00 fee shall be credited to the transportation administration collection fund created under
section 810b through October 1, 2015. A registration plate may be issued under this section for a motor
vehicle that bears a registration taxed under section 801(1)(a) or (q).

(3) If a registration plate issued under this section is used on a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the
registration plate was issued, the owner of the registration plate is guilty of a misdemeanor and the
registration plate shall be surrendered to the secretary of state. A holder of a registration plate whose amateur
radio license is not in full force and effect immediately shall surrender the registration plate issued under this
section to the secretary of state and obtain a regular registration plate.

(4) An application for a registration plate issued under this section shall be submitted to the secretary of
state under section 217. The expiration date for plates issued under this section shall be the date determined
under section 226.

History: Add. 1953, Act 142, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1955, Act 182, Eff. Oct. 14, 1955;¾Am. 1960, Act 97, Eff. Aug. 17, 1960;¾
Am. 1966, Act 171, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 548, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978;¾Am. 1980, Act 476, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am.
1988, Act 419, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2009, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2009;¾Am. 2011,
Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.
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The dealer may sell a scrap vehicle only to a vehicle scrap metal processor. A vehicle scrap metal processor
shall surrender an assigned certificate of title to the secretary of state within 30 days after acquiring a vehicle
for which a certificate of title was received. A vehicle scrap metal processor shall surrender an assigned
salvage or scrap certificate of title to the secretary of state within 30 days after acquiring a vehicle for which a
salvage or scrap certificate of title was received and report that the vehicle was destroyed or scrapped.

(5) An application for a scrap certificate of title shall be made on a form prescribed by the secretary of state
accompanied by a fee of $15.00. The application shall contain all of the following:

(a) The complete name and current address of the owner.
(b) A description of the vehicle, including its make, style of body, model year, fee category or weight,

color, and vehicle identification number.
(c) If the vehicle is a late model vehicle, a listing of each major component part that was not salvageable.
(d) Further information as may reasonably be required by the secretary of state.
(6) The scrap certificate of title shall authorize the holder of the document to transport but not drive upon a

highway the vehicle or parts of a vehicle, and assign ownership to a vehicle scrap metal processor, automotive
recycler, used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer, or foreign salvage vehicle dealer. A certificate of title shall
not again be issued for this vehicle. A person shall not rebuild or repair a scrap vehicle and allow it to retain
the original vehicle identification number.

(7) If a person, other than a dealer or insurance company that is subject to subsection (2) or (4), acquires
ownership of a distressed, late model vehicle, the person shall surrender the title or assigned certificate of title
to the secretary of state, and if the estimated cost of repair, including parts and labor, is equal to or greater
than 75% but less than 91% of the predamaged actual cash value of the vehicle, apply for a salvage certificate
of title, or if the estimated cost of repair, including parts and labor, is equal to or greater than 91% of the
predamaged actual cash value of the vehicle, apply for a scrap certificate of title before the vehicle may be
transported.

(8) An owner of a vehicle may determine that a vehicle is a scrap vehicle or a salvage vehicle without
making any determination as to the actual cash value of the vehicle.

(9) If a leasing company, vehicle manufacturer, insurance company not licensed to do business in this
state, association, repossession company, self-insured owner, financial institution, governmental entity, or
other company, institution, or entity, owns a distressed, late model vehicle, the titleholder shall surrender the
title or assigned certificate of title to the secretary of state and apply for a salvage certificate of title if the
retail cost of repair, including parts and labor, is equal to or greater than 75% but less than 91% of the
predamaged actual cash value of the vehicle, or if the retail cost of repair, including parts and labor, is equal
to or greater than 91% of the predamaged actual cash value of the vehicle, apply for a scrap certificate of title,
before the vehicle may be transported or sold. If ownership is transferred, the owner shall sell the vehicle only
to a dealer who is eligible to buy a salvage or scrap vehicle in this state unless the owner complies with
subsection (12). When a leasing company, vehicle manufacturer, insurance company not licensed to do
business in this state, association, repossession company, self-insured owner, financial institution,
governmental entity, or other company, institution, or entity, estimates the repair of a distressed, late model
vehicle for the purpose of determining whether to apply for a salvage or scrap certificate of title, a complete
record of the estimate and, if the vehicle is repaired before a transfer of ownership, a complete record of the
actual cost of the repairs performed and by whom shall be maintained for a minimum of 5 years by the leasing
company, vehicle manufacturer, insurance company not licensed to do business in this state, association,
repossession company, self-insured owner, financial institution, governmental entity, or other company,
institution, or entity. The estimates and repair records required by this subsection shall be available for
unannounced inspections by a law enforcement agency or a representative of the secretary of state. The
secretary of state may request a leasing company, vehicle manufacturer, insurance company not licensed to do
business in this state, association, repossession company, self-insured owner, financial institution,
governmental entity, or other company, institution, or entity to provide copies of title documents, repair
estimates, claims reports involving major component parts, and actual cash value determination documents to
assist the secretary of state in monitoring compliance with this act.

(10) An application for a salvage certificate of title shall be made on a form prescribed by the secretary of
state accompanied by a fee of $10.00. The application shall contain all of the following:

(a) The complete name and current address of the owner.
(b) A description of the vehicle, including its make, style of body, model year, fee category or weight,

color, and vehicle identification number.
(c) An estimate of the cost repair, including parts and labor, and an estimate of the predamaged actual cash

value of the vehicle.
(d) If the vehicle is a late model vehicle, a listing of each major component part that was not salvageable.
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(e) Further information as may reasonably be required by the secretary of state.
(11) The secretary of state shall issue and mail the salvage certificate within 5 business days after the time

the application is received at the secretary of state's office in Lansing. Each salvage certificate of title shall
include a listing of each major component part that was not salvageable.

(12) A salvage certificate of title authorizes the holder of the title to possess, transport, but not drive upon a
highway, and transfer ownership in, a vehicle. The secretary of state shall not issue a certificate of title or
registration plates for a vehicle for which a salvage certificate of title was issued unless a specially trained
officer described in subsection (14) certifies all of the following:

(a) That the vehicle identification numbers and parts identification numbers are correct.
(b) That the applicant has proof of ownership of repair parts used.
(c) That the vehicle complies with the equipment standards of this act.
(13) The certification required by subsection (12) shall be made on a form prescribed and furnished by the

secretary of state in conjunction with the department of state police and shall accompany the application that
is submitted to the secretary of state for a certificate of title. An application for a certificate of title shall
contain a description of each salvageable part used to repair the vehicle and any identification number affixed
to or inscribed upon the part as required by state or federal law. Upon satisfactory completion of the
inspection as required by the secretary of state and other requirements for application, the secretary of state
shall issue a certificate of title for the vehicle bearing the legend "rebuilt salvage".

(14) An officer specially trained as provided by the secretary of state and authorized by the secretary of
state to conduct a salvage vehicle inspection is either of the following:

(a) An on-duty or off-duty police officer.
(b) A previously certified police officer who is appointed by the local police agency as a limited

enforcement officer to conduct salvage vehicle inspections. The local police agency shall give this officer
access to the agency's law enforcement information network system and the authority to confiscate any stolen
vehicle or vehicle parts discovered during an inspection. The local police agency may give the officer the
authority to arrest a person suspected of having unlawful possession of a stolen vehicle or vehicle parts.

(15) The secretary of state shall issue a certificate to an officer who is specially trained as provided by the
secretary of state to conduct salvage vehicle inspections. Only a person who has a valid certification from the
secretary of state may perform salvage inspections. The secretary of state on his or her own initiative or in
response to complaints shall make reasonable and necessary public or private investigations within or outside
of this state and gather evidence against an officer who was issued a certificate and who violated or is about to
violate this act or a rule promulgated under this act. The secretary of state may suspend, revoke, or deny a
certificate after an investigation if the secretary of state determines that the officer committed 1 or more of the
following:

(a) Violated this act or a rule promulgated under this act.
(b) Was found guilty of a fraudulent act in connection with the inspection, purchase, sale, lease, or transfer

of a salvage vehicle.
(c) Was found guilty of the theft, embezzlement, or misappropriation of salvage vehicle inspection fees.
(d) Performed improper, careless, or negligent salvage vehicle inspections.
(e) Ceased to function as a police officer because of suspension, retirement, dismissal, disability, or

termination of employment.
(f) Was convicted of a violation or attempted violation of 1986 PA 119, MCL 257.1351 to 257.1355.
(g) Made a false statement of a material fact in his or her certification of a salvage vehicle inspection or

any record concerning a salvage vehicle inspection.
(16) Upon receipt of the appropriate abstract of conviction from a court and without any investigation, the

secretary of state shall immediately revoke the certificate of an officer who has been convicted of a violation
or attempted violation of section 413, 414, 415, 535, 535a, or 536a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328,
MCL 750.413, 750.414, 750.415, 750.535, 750.535a, and 750.536a, or has been convicted in federal court or
in another state of a violation or attempted violation of a law substantially corresponding to 1 of those
sections.

(17) If a dealer acquires ownership of an older model vehicle from an owner, the dealer shall receive an
assigned certificate of title and shall retain it as long as he or she retains the vehicle. A vehicle scrap metal
processor shall surrender an assigned certificate of title to the secretary of state within 30 days after the
vehicle is destroyed or scrapped.

(18) A dealer selling or assigning a vehicle to a vehicle scrap metal processor shall make a record in
triplicate on a form to be provided by the secretary of state in substantially the following form:

          Scrap Vehicle Inventory:
   SELLER: Dealer name ________________________________________
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History: Add. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1,
1989;¾Am. 1990, Act 96, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1992, Act 118, Imd. Eff. June 26, 1992;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21,
1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1, 1994;¾Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

Compiler's note: For effective date of increases in certain fees, charges or taxes provided by this section, see MCL 257.817(1).

257.217d Special congressional medal of honor registration plate.
Sec. 217d. (1) The secretary of state shall design and may issue a special congressional medal of honor

registration plate for residents of this state awarded the congressional medal of honor.
(2) A special congressional medal of honor registration plate shall be issued only for 1 vehicle intended for

personal use by the applicant.
(3) A person who is a recipient of the congressional medal of honor may apply to the secretary of state for

a special registration plate under this section on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, which shall be
accompanied by any proof of the applicant having been a congressional medal of honor recipient that the
secretary of state may require. The secretary of state shall waive the $5.00 service fee requirement under
section 804.

(4) A person who qualifies to be issued a special registration plate under this section is entitled to only 1
special registration plate issued under subsection (1) that is exempt from payment of the tax provided in
section 801.

(5) A person with disabilities who applies for a special registration plate under this section shall be issued a
tab for persons with disabilities as provided in section 803f for his or her special registration plate. The
secretary of state shall require the same proof that the applicant is disabled as is required for issuance of a
permanent windshield placard under section 675.

(6) A special registration plate issued under subsection (1) expires on the birthday of the vehicle owner in a
year in which new plates are issued by the secretary of state.

(7) The secretary of state shall deliver or cause to be delivered 1 or more special registration plates issued
under this section to the home address of the applicant at no additional cost to the applicant.

History: Add. 1980, Act 124, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1980;¾Am. 2000, Act 78, Imd. Eff. Apr. 7, 2000;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1,
2003;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.217e Certificate of title for school bus; condition to issuance.
Sec. 217e. A certificate of title for a school bus shall be issued to a school board that has purchased the

school bus by the secretary of state only after a manufacturer's statement of origin has been provided to the
secretary of state. If the body and chassis of a school bus are not built by the same manufacturer, a certificate
of title for the school bus shall be issued to a school board by the secretary of state only after a manufacturer's
statement of origin has been provided by the body dealer and chassis dealer to the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1986, Act 39, Imd. Eff. Mar. 17, 1986.

257.217f Sale, assignment, or other disposition of vehicle for which salvage certificate of title
required.
Sec. 217f. A vehicle salvage pool operator or broker shall not sell, assign, or otherwise dispose of a vehicle

for which a salvage certificate of title is required, unless a salvage or scrap certificate of title has been issued
for the vehicle by the department.

History: Add. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1,
1994.

257.217g Pickup camper; manufacturer's identification number.
Sec. 217g. A pickup camper manufactured for sale in this state after January 1, 1991 shall have a

manufacturer's identification number permanently affixed to its door.
History: Add. 1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991.

257.217h Liability of motor vehicle manufacturer.
Sec. 217h. A motor vehicle manufacturer shall not be liable for any claims or causes of action arising with

respect to a vehicle for which a salvage, rebuilt, or scrap certificate of title has been issued.
History: Add. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1, 1994.

257.217m, 257.217n Repealed. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to "Proud to be an American" registration, collector plate, and fund.

257.217o Organ and tissue donation education fund; creation; deposit; money remaining in
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the vehicle's odometer at the time of transfer.
(c) Whether the vehicle is to be used or has been used as a taxi, as a police vehicle, or by a political

subdivision of this state, unless the vehicle is owned by a dealer and loaned or leased to a political subdivision
of this state for use as a driver education vehicle.

(d) Whether the vehicle is a salvage vehicle.
(e) If the vehicle has previously been issued a rebuilt certificate of title from this state or a comparable

certificate of title from any other state or jurisdiction.
(f) Whether the vehicle has been issued a scrap certificate of title from this state or a comparable certificate

of title from any other state or jurisdiction.
(g) Whether the vehicle is a flood vehicle or has previously been issued a flood certificate of title from this

state or any other state or jurisdiction.
(h) Whether the owner or co-owner or lessee or co-lessee of the vehicle is subject to registration denial

under section 219(1)(d).
(i) A statement of the owner's title and of all security interests in the vehicle or in an accessory on the

vehicle as set forth in the application.
(j) The date that the application was filed.
(k) Any other information that the secretary of state may require.
(4) The certificate of title shall contain a form for assignment of title or interest and warranty of title by the

owner with space for the notation of a security interest in the vehicle and in an accessory on the vehicle,
which at the time of a transfer shall be certified and signed, and space for a written odometer mileage
statement that is required upon transfer pursuant to section 233a. The certificate of title shall include a
description of the proper procedure for transferring the title of a motor vehicle and for maintaining records of
that transfer as provided under this act. The certificate of title may also contain other forms that the secretary
of state considers necessary to facilitate the effective administration of this act. The certificate shall bear the
coat of arms of this state.

(5) The secretary of state shall mail or deliver the certificate of title to the owner or other person as the
owner may direct in a separate instrument, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state.

(6) A person who intentionally reproduces, alters, counterfeits, forges, or duplicates a certificate of title or
who uses a reproduced, altered, counterfeited, forged, or duplicated certificate of title shall be punished as
follows:

(a) If the intent of reproduction, alteration, counterfeiting, forging, duplication, or use was to commit or aid
in the commission of an offense punishable by imprisonment for 1 or more years, the person committing the
reproduction, alteration, counterfeiting, forging, duplication, or use is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by
imprisonment for a period equal to that which could be imposed for the commission of the offense the person
had the intent to aid or commit. The court may also assess a fine of not more than $10,000.00 against the
person.

(b) If the intent of the reproduction, alteration, counterfeiting, forging, duplication, or use was to commit or
aid in the commission of an offense punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, the person
committing the reproduction, alteration, counterfeiting, forging, duplication, or use is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or
both.

(7) The certificate of title for a police vehicle, a vehicle owned by a political subdivision of this state, a
salvage vehicle, a rebuilt vehicle, a scrap vehicle, or a flood vehicle shall be different in color from the
certificate of title for all other vehicles unless the vehicle is loaned or leased to a political subdivision of this
state for use as a driver education vehicle.

(8) A scrap certificate of title shall contain a legend that the vehicle is not to be titled or registered and is to
be used for parts or scrap metal only.

(9) A certificate of title shall not be issued for a vehicle that has had a salvage certificate of title unless the
certificate of title contains the legend "rebuilt salvage".

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1954, Act 112, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954;¾Am. 1958, Act 99, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾
Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1968, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1968;¾Am. 1977, Act 287, Eff. Mar. 30, 1978;¾Am. 1980, Act
398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1988, Act 470, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1990, Act 265, Imd. Eff. Oct. 17, 1990;¾Am. 1993, Act 300,
Eff. July 1, 1994;¾Am. 1999, Act 267, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1999;¾Am. 2000, Act 397, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 485, Eff.
Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005.

257.223 Registration certificate; carrying; display; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 223. (1) A registration certificate shall at all times be carried in the vehicle to which it refers or shall

be carried by the person driving or in control of the vehicle, who shall display the registration certificate upon
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expiration date of the registration. However, the expiration date agreed to shall be either March 31, June 30,
September 30, or December 31. Renewals expiring on or after September 30, 1993 shall be for a minimum of
at least 12 months if there is a change in the established expiration date.

(13) The expiration date for a multiyear registration issued for a leased vehicle shall be the date the lease
expires but shall not be for a period longer than 24 months.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1952, Act 153, Imd. Eff. Apr. 24, 1952;¾Am. 1953, Act 179, Imd. Eff. June 8,
1953;¾Am. 1955, Act 77, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1955;¾Am. 1957, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1958, Act 55, Eff. July 1, 1958;¾
Am. 1960, Act 85, Imd. Eff. Apr. 25, 1960;¾Am. 1962, Act 80, Imd. Eff. Apr. 24, 1962;¾Am. 1966, Act 180, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1966;¾
Am. 1966, Act 348, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1966;¾Am. 1967, Ex. Sess., Act 3, Imd. Eff. Nov. 15, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 78, Imd. Eff. Mar.
22, 1978;¾Am. 1978, Act 391, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1, 1978;¾Am. 1978, Act 548, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978;¾Am. 1979, Act 25, Imd. Eff.
June 6, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 46, Imd. Eff. Mar. 19, 1980;¾Am. 1980, Act 84, Imd. Eff. Apr. 7, 1980;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar.
31, 1981;¾Am. 1982, Act 254, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 1982;¾Am. 1983, Act 165, Eff. Oct. 1, 1983;¾Am. 1984, Act 324, Imd. Eff. Dec.
26, 1984;¾Am. 1986, Act 311, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 1986;¾Am. 1987, Act 142, Eff. Oct. 1, 1987;¾Am. 1989, Act 136, Imd. Eff. June
29, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act 280, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act 286, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act 299, Imd. Eff.
Jan. 3, 1990;¾Am. 1992, Act 29, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 1992, Act 297, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 2000, Act 36, Eff. Apr. 1, 2001;¾
Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 163, Imd. Eff. June 23, 2004.

257.226a Temporary registration plates or markers.
Sec. 226a. (1) Temporary registration plates or markers may be issued to licensed dealers in vehicles and

to persons engaged in the sale of vessels required to be numbered by part 801 of the natural resources and
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.80101 to 324.80199, upon application accompanied by
the proper fee, for use by purchasers or lessees of vehicles, for not to exceed 15 days pending receipt of
regular registration plates from the dealer or person. Only 1 temporary plate or marker may be issued to a
purchaser or lessee of a vehicle. If a dealer or person requires a purchaser or lessee of a vehicle or purchaser
or lessee of a vessel to pay for a temporary plate or marker, the dealer or person shall not charge the purchaser
or lessee more than the dealer or person was charged by the secretary of state for the individual plate or
marker. The secretary of state shall determine the composition and design of the temporary registration plates
or markers.

(2) A temporary registration plate or marker shall show in ink the date of issue, a description of the vehicle
for which issued, and any other information required by the secretary of state. A dealer or person shall
immediately notify the secretary of state of each temporary registration plate or marker issued by the dealer or
person, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state. Upon the attachment of the regular plate to a vehicle for
which a temporary registration plate or marker has been issued, the temporary plate shall be destroyed.

(3) All temporary registration plates or markers shall be serially numbered and upon issuance the number
shall be noted on the statement of vehicle sale form or in the case of a boat trailer on a form prescribed by the
secretary of state.

(4) A dealer or person, upon demand, shall immediately surrender any temporary registration plates or
markers in his or her possession if the secretary of state finds, after investigation, that the dealer or person has
violated this section, and the dealer or person shall immediately forfeit any right to the temporary registration
plates or markers.

(5) The secretary of state may issue a registration plate upon application and payment of the proper fee to
an individual, partnership, corporation, or association who in the ordinary course of business has occasion to
legally repossess a vehicle in which a security interest is held. A registration plate issued pursuant to this
subsection shall be used to move and dispose of a vehicle.

(6) The secretary of state may issue a registration plate upon application and payment of the proper fee to
an individual, partnership, corporation, or association who in the ordinary course of business has occasion to
legally pick up or deliver a vehicle not required to be titled under this act, to legally pick up or deliver a
commercial motor vehicle being driven to a facility to undergo aftermarket modification, or to repair or
service a vehicle, or to persons defined as dealers under part 801 of the natural resources and environmental
protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.80101 to 324.80199, for the purpose of delivering a vessel or trailer to
a customer or to and from a boat show or exposition. A registration plate issued under this subsection shall be
used to move the vehicle.

(7) The secretary of state may issue a registration plate upon application and payment of the proper fee to
an individual, partnership, corporation, or association who in the ordinary course of business operates an auto
auction, and who in the ordinary course of business has occasion to legally pick up a vehicle which will be
offered for sale at the auction, or deliver a vehicle which has been offered for sale at the auction. The
registration plate shall be used only to move vehicles as provided in this subsection. Auto auctions that make
application for a registration plate under this subsection shall furnish a surety bond as required by the
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information; disclosure.
Sec. 227. (1) Application for renewal of a vehicle registration shall be made by the owner upon proper

application and by payment of the registration fee for the vehicle, as provided by law.
(2) Every application shall be accompanied by the certificate of title pertaining to the vehicle, showing

ownership in the person applying for registration at the time of the application. The secretary of state may
waive the presentation of the certificate of title.

(3) Every application for renewal of a motor vehicle registration shall be accompanied by proof of vehicle
insurance in a form determined by the secretary of state.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3), the secretary of state shall accept as proof of vehicle insurance a
transmission of the applicant's vehicle policy information for an insured vehicle for which vehicle registration
is sought. The secretary of state may determine in what format and on what timeline the secretary of state will
receive vehicle policy information, which shall not be required more frequently than every 14 days. In
determining the format under this subsection, the secretary of state shall consult with insurers. The
transmission to the secretary of state of the vehicle policy information is proof of insurance to the secretary of
state for motor vehicle registration purposes only and is not evidence that a policy of insurance actually exists
between an insurer and an individual. Vehicle policy information submitted by an insurer and received by the
secretary of state under this subsection is confidential, is not subject to the freedom of information act, 1976
PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and shall not be disclosed to any person except the department of community
health for purposes of 2006 PA 593, MCL 550.281 to 550.289, or under an order by a court of competent
jurisdiction in connection with a claim or fraud investigation or prosecution.

(6) As used in this section, "policy information" means the information an automobile insurer is required to
supply to the secretary of state under section 3101a of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL
500.3101a.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1968, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1968;¾Am.
1980, Act 459, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 1981;¾Am. 1982, Act 19, Imd. Eff. Mar. 4, 1982;¾Am. 1995, Act 287, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 1996;¾Am.
2011, Act 92, Eff. Dec. 30, 2011.

257.227a Vehicle involved in violation; renewal, replacement, or transfer of registration plate;
appearance of owner or representative at branch office required; cancellation of
registration; circumstances; notice and opportunity to be heard.
Sec. 227a. (1) If a court has notified the secretary of state of a vehicle registration number as provided in

section 328(4) and the owner has not secured proof that the vehicle involved in the violation is currently
insured under chapter 31 of the insurance code of 1956, Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, being
sections 500.3101 to 500.3179 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the secretary of state shall not renew,
replace, or transfer the registration plate of the vehicle involved in the violation or allow the purchase of a
new registration plate for the vehicle involved in the violation, until the owner or the owner's representative
appears at a branch office and does both of the following:

(a) Shows a certified statement from an automobile insurer on a standard form prescribed by the
commissioner of insurance that the vehicle involved in the violation is currently insured under a prepaid
noncancelable policy for a period of not less than 6 months under chapter 31 of Act No. 218 of the Public
Acts of 1956.

(b) Pays a fee of $50.00 in addition to any other fee required by law, of which $25.00 shall be allocated to
the secretary of state to defray the costs of administering this section.

(2) The secretary of state may cancel the registration of a motor vehicle under either of the following
circumstances:

(a) The secretary of state receives notice that a court has determined that a vehicle involved in the violation
was not insured as required by chapter 31 of Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, at the time of
registration.

(b) The secretary of state receives notice that a court has determined that the owner or the owner's
representative presented a certificate of insurance that was forged, altered, fraudulent, or counterfeit when
insurance was required by this act.

(3) Before a cancellation occurs under subsection (2), the person who will be affected by the cancellation
shall be given notice and an opportunity to be heard.

History: Add. 1995, Act 287, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 1996.

***** 257.227b  THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 92 OF 2011 EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 30, 2011 
***** 
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may obtain a duplicate or a new registration under a new registration number, as determined to be most
advisable by the department, upon the applicant furnishing information satisfactory to the department and
upon payment of the required fee. Every duplicate certificate of title shall contain the legend: “This is a
duplicate certificate and may be subject to the rights of a person under the original certificate”, and shall be
delivered to the person entitled to possession of a registration certificate or certificate of title under section
222. Upon issuance of a duplicate registration certificate or plate, the previous registration certificate or plate
last issued shall be void.

(2) If a certificate of title is lost at the time that ownership of the vehicle is to be transferred to another
person, the secretary of state need not issue a duplicate certificate of title if all of the following are met:

(a) The person from whom ownership of the vehicle is to be transferred appears in person at a secretary of
state office and supplies evidence satisfactory to the secretary of state of his or her identity and his or her
ownership of the vehicle and pays the fee required under section 806.

(b) The person to whom the vehicle is to be transferred, or his or her legal representative, accompanies the
person described under subdivision (a) and makes application for an original certificate of title, supplies
evidence satisfactory to the secretary of state of his or her identity, and pays the fee required under section
806.

(3) If the secretary of state does not issue a duplicate certificate of title pursuant to subsection (2), the
secretary of state's records shall indicate the transfer of the vehicle without a surrender of the certificate of
title.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1988, Act 276, Eff. Jan. 1, 1989.

257.230 Special identifying number after alteration or defacement of serial number; record.
Sec. 230. (a) The owner of a vehicle, the engine, serial or vehicle number of which has been altered,

removed or defaced, may make application accompanied by the required fee in such form as may be
prescribed by the secretary of state for a special identifying number. He shall furnish such information as will
satisfy the secretary of state that he is the owner, whereupon the secretary of state shall assign a special
number for the vehicle, preceded by a symbol indicating this state. A record of special numbers so assigned
shall be maintained by the secretary of state.

The owner shall cause said number to be stamped upon the engine or otherwise as directed by the secretary
of state, and upon receipt by the secretary of state of a certificate by a peace officer that he has inspected and
found said number affixed upon the motor vehicle as directed in a workmanlike manner, together with
application for a certificate of title such special number shall be regarded as the identifying number of said
vehicle.

(b) This section is not intended to prohibit the restoration by the owner of the identifying number of the
vehicle for which the certificate of title has been issued by this state, nor to prevent any manufacturer or
importer, or agents, thereof, other than a dealer, from placing or stamping in the ordinary course of business,
numbers on vehicles or parts thereof removed or changed and replacing the numbered parts.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.230a Motorcycle without visible vehicle identification number; seizure; procedure;
“person” defined.
Sec. 230A. (1) A police officer who finds a motorcycle that does not have a visible vehicle identification

number may seize the motorcycle to determine if the motorcycle is stolen or otherwise in violation of law.
(2) A police officer who seizes a motorcycle under subsection (1) shall do all of the following:
(a) Secure and transport the motorcycle in a manner and to a place that will protect it from damage.
(b) Determine, if possible, whether or not the motorcycle is stolen.
(c) If necessary, facilitate an examination of the motorcycle by a forensic laboratory specialist or other

trained specialist to determine if the vehicle identification number can be restored or otherwise located.
(d) Unless otherwise required by law, return the motorcycle to the person from whom it was seized or to

the lawful owner, within 30 calendar days after the date of the seizure.
(3) A police agency holding a motor vehicle unlawfully beyond the 30 calendar days prescribed in

subsection (2) is liable for damages.
(4) A person may enforce the provisions of this section by filing a civil action in the district court that has

jurisdiction of the place where the motorcycle was seized. The district court shall conduct a hearing on the
action within 10 days from the date of the filing in a manner prescribed in the revised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.101 to 600.9948.

(5) A person who prevails in an action authorized under subsection (4) shall be awarded costs and actual
attorney fees.
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in writing that ownership of the vehicle is being transferred and that the lessee is required to provide a written
statement to the lessor regarding the mileage of the vehicle. This notice shall inform the lessee of the penalties
for failure to comply with the requirement.

(9) Upon receiving notification from the lessor of a leased vehicle that ownership of the vehicle is to be
transferred, the lessee shall furnish to the lessor a written statement regarding the mileage of the vehicle. This
statement shall be signed by the lessee and shall contain all of the following:

(a) The printed name of the person making the statement.
(b) The current odometer reading, not including tenths of miles.
(c) The date of the statement.
(d) The lessee's name and current address.
(e) The lessor's name and current address.
(f) The identity of the vehicle, including its make, model, year, body type, and vehicle identification

number.
(g) The date that the lessor notified the lessee of the requirements of this subsection.
(h) The date that the completed disclosure statement was received by lessor.
(i) The signature of the lessor.
(j) One of the following:
(i) A statement by the lessee certifying that to the best of his or her knowledge the odometer reading

reflects the actual mileage of the vehicle.
(ii) If the lessee knows that the odometer reading reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed

mechanical odometer limit, a statement to that effect.
(iii) If the lessee knows that the odometer reading differs from the mileage and that the difference is greater

than that caused by odometer calibration error, a statement that the odometer reading is not the actual mileage
and should not be relied upon.

(10) If the lessor transfers a leased vehicle without obtaining possession of the vehicle, the lessor may
indicate on the certificate of title the mileage disclosed by the lessee under subsection (9), unless the lessor
has reason to believe that the mileage disclosed by the lessee does not reflect the actual mileage of the
vehicle.

(11) A dealer who is required by this section to execute an odometer mileage statement shall retain for 5
years a photostatic, carbon, or other facsimile copy of each odometer mileage statement the dealer issues or
receives. The dealer shall retain the odometer mileage statements at his or her primary place of business in an
order that is appropriate to business requirements and that permits systematic retrieval.

(12) A lessor shall retain for 5 years following the date of transfer of ownership of each leased vehicle, the
odometer mileage statement received from the lessee. The lessor shall retain the odometer mileage statements
at his or her primary place of business in an order that is appropriate to business requirements and that permits
systematic retrieval.

(13) An auction dealer or vehicle salvage pool operator shall establish and retain at his or her primary place
of business in an order that is appropriate to business requirements and that permits systematic retrieval, for 5
years following the date of sale of each motor vehicle, the following records:

(a) The name and the most recent owner, other than the auction dealer or salvage pool operator.
(b) The name of the buyer.
(c) The vehicle identification number.
(d) The odometer reading, not including the tenths of a mile, on the date the auction dealer or salvage pool

operator took possession of the motor vehicle.
(14) A violation of subsection (1) or (6) by any dealer licensed under this act is prima facie evidence of a

fraudulent act as provided in section 249.
(15) A person who, with intent to defraud, violates any requirement under subsection (1) or (6), or a dealer

who fails to retain for 5 years each odometer mileage statement the dealer receives and each odometer
mileage statement furnished by the dealer upon the sale of a vehicle, is liable in an amount equal to 3 times
the amount of actual damages sustained or $1,500.00 whichever is greater, and in the case of a successful
recovery of damages, the costs of the action together with reasonable attorney's fees.

History: Add. 1974, Act 367, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975;¾Am. 1988, Act 470, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 2000, Act 82, Eff. July 1, 2000.

Compiler's note: In subsection (1)(g)(iii), the term “transfer” evidently should read “transferor.”

257.233b Definitions; disclosure by dealer of damage or repair; exception; grounds for
revocation.
Sec. 233b. (1) As used in this section:
(a) “Distributor” means that term as defined in section 3(1) of 1981 PA 118, MCL 445.1563.
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(b) “Manufacturer” means that term as defined in section 4(2) of 1981 PA 118, MCL 445.1564.
(c) “Program vehicle” means a motor vehicle from either the current model year or the immediately

preceding model year, that was repurchased by a manufacturer or distributor from a rental car company.
(2) Except as provided in this subsection, a new motor vehicle dealer shall disclose in writing to a

purchaser or lessee of a new motor vehicle, demonstrator, executive or manufacturer's vehicle, or program
vehicle before entering into a sales contract or lease agreement that, after the vehicle completed the
manufacturing process, the vehicle was damaged and repaired, including an itemization of repairs, if the
dealer has knowledge of the damage and repairs and if the cost of the cumulative repairs, as calculated at the
rate of the dealer's authorized warranty rate for labor and parts exceeds either 1 of the following:

(a) Five percent of the manufacturer's suggested retail price of the vehicle.
(b) Seven hundred fifty dollars in surface coating repairs or corrosion protection restoration or a

combination of these items. If a new motor vehicle dealer fails to comply with this subsection, the purchaser
or lessee shall retain all applicable remedies available under article 2 of the uniform commercial code, 1962
PA 174, MCL 440.2101 to 440.2725.

(3) A dealer in new motor vehicles is not required to disclose to a purchaser or lessee under this act that
any glass, tires, wheels, bumpers, audio equipment, in-dash components, or components contained in the
living quarters of a motor home that are not required for the operation of the motor home as a motor vehicle
were damaged at any time if the damaged item has been replaced with original manufacturer's parts and
material.

(4) Repaired damage to a motor vehicle, subject to this section, not exceeding the cost of cumulative
repairs as determined pursuant to subsection (2) shall not constitute grounds for revocation of acceptance by
the purchaser or lessee. The right of revocation ceases upon the purchaser's or lessee's acceptance of delivery
of the vehicle.

History: Add. 1994, Act 305, Eff. Jan. 2, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

257.234 Presentation of certificate of title and registration certificate to secretary of state;
fees; issuance of new certificate of title and registration certificate; mail or delivery;
repossession of license plates; payment of transfer fee; compliance with MCL 257.238.
Sec. 234. (1) The purchaser or transferee, unless the person is a licensed dealer, shall present or cause to be

presented the certificate of title and registration certificate if plates are being transferred to another vehicle,
assigned as provided in this act, to the secretary of state accompanied by the fees as provided by law,
whereupon a new certificate of title and registration certificate shall be issued to the assignee. The certificate
of title shall be mailed or delivered to the owner or another person the owner may direct in a separate
instrument in a form the secretary of state shall prescribe.

(2) If the secretary of state mails or delivers a purchaser's or transferee's certificate of title to a dealer, the
dealer shall mail or deliver that certificate of title to the purchaser or transferee not more than 5 days after
receiving the certificate of title from the secretary of state.

(3) Unless the transfer is made and the fee paid within 15 days, the vehicle is considered to be without
registration, the secretary of state may repossess the license plates, and transfer of the vehicle ownership may
be effected and a valid registration acquired thereafter only upon payment of a transfer fee of $15.00 in
addition to the fee provided for in section 806.

(4) If a security interest is reserved or created at the time of the transfer, the parties shall comply with the
requirements of section 238.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1957, Act 90, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1959, Act 250, Imd. Eff. Aug. 21, 1959;
¾Am. 1962, Act 166, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1968, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1968;¾Am. 1987,
Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 2000, Act 151, Imd. Eff. June 12, 2000;¾Am. 2002, Act 552, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

Compiler's note: For effective date of increases in certain fees, charges or taxes provided by this section, see MCL 257.817(1).

257.235 Dealer as transferee of vehicle; requirements; duties; liability of dealer or transferee;
transfer of title or interest to another dealer; duties of dealer; dealer reassignment of title
form; buy back or off lease vehicle.
Sec. 235. (1) If the transferee of a vehicle is a new motor vehicle dealer or a used vehicle dealer that

acquires the vehicle for resale, the dealer is not required to obtain a new registration of the vehicle or forward
the certificate of title to the secretary of state, but shall retain and have in the dealer's immediate possession
the assigned certificate of title with the odometer information properly completed. A dealer shall obtain a
certificate of title for a vehicle having a salvage certificate of title before the dealer may operate the vehicle
under dealer's license plates. Upon transferring title or interest to another person that is not a dealer, the dealer
shall complete an assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate of title, salvage certificate of title, or
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dealer reassignment of title form and make an application for registration and a new title as provided in
section 217(4).

(2) The dealer or transferee is liable for all damages arising from the operation of the vehicle while the
vehicle is in the dealer's or transferee's possession.

(3) Upon transferring title or interest to another dealer, the dealer shall complete an assignment and
warranty of title upon the certificate of title, salvage certificate of title, or dealer reassignment of title form
and deliver it to the licensed dealer to which the transfer is made.

(4) The secretary of state shall prescribe the dealer reassignment of title form. The form shall contain the
title number of the accompanying title; the name, address, and, if applicable, dealer license number of the
transferee; the year, make, model, body type, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle; the name,
address, dealer number, and signature of the transferor; an odometer mileage statement pursuant to section
233a; and any other information the secretary of state requires.

(5) This section does not prohibit a dealer from selling a buy back vehicle while the certificate of title is in
the possession of a manufacturer that obtained the certificate of title under the manufacturer's buy back
vehicle program. The manufacturer shall mail the certificate of title to the dealer within 5 business days after
the manufacturer's receipt of a signed statement from the purchaser of the vehicle acknowledging he or she
was informed by the dealer that the manufacturer acquired title to the vehicle as the result of an arbitration
proceeding, pursuant to a customer satisfaction policy adopted by the manufacturer, or under 1986 PA 87,
MCL 257.1401 to 257.1410, or a similar law of another state.

(6) This section does not prohibit a dealer from selling an off lease vehicle while the certificate of title is in
the possession of a lessor. The lessor shall mail the certificate of title to the dealer within 21 days after the
lessor receives the purchase price of the vehicle and any other fees and charges due under the lease.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1957, Act 90, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾
Am. 1964, Act 248, Eff. Jan. 1, 1965;¾Am. 1978, Act 507, Eff. July 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1988, Act
470, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 2002, Act 652, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

257.235a Licensed dealer or junk dealer purchasing vehicle for purpose of destroying or
junking vehicle; acceptance and disposition of certificate of title; fee.
Sec. 235a. Notwithstanding any other provision of this act or of the use tax act, 1937 PA 94, MCL 205.91

to 205.111, a licensed dealer or junk dealer who purchases a vehicle for the purpose of destroying or junking
the vehicle may accept a certificate of title that has been assigned to the transferor by a properly indorsed
assignment on the certificate of title as required by the secretary of state. The dealer shall write the word
"junk" on the face of the certificate of title above the signature of the dealer or an authorized agent of the
dealer and forward the certificate to the secretary of state, together with a fee of $5.00 instead of a fee or tax
otherwise applicable. This section does not apply to a transfer unless the fee and certificate of title are
received by the secretary of state within 10 days after the date of the vehicle's purchase by the dealer. A
certificate of title shall not again be issued for the vehicle.

History: Add. 1960, Act 79, Eff. Aug. 17, 1960;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28,
1987;¾Am. 2005, Act 317, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005.

Compiler's note: For effective date of increases in certain fees, charges or taxes provided by this section, see MCL 257.817(1).

257.236 Procuring title to vehicle acquired by operation of law; validity of registration upon
death of owner; application for title by surviving spouse or heir; proof of death;
certification; petition.
Sec. 236. (1) If ownership of a vehicle passes by operation of law, upon furnishing satisfactory proof of

that ownership to the secretary of state, the person acquiring the vehicle may procure a title to the vehicle
regardless of whether a certificate of title has ever been issued. Upon death of an owner of a registered
vehicle, the license plate assigned to the vehicle, unless the vehicle is destroyed, is a valid registration until
the end of the registration year or until the personal representative of the owner's estate transfers ownership of
the vehicle.

(2) If an owner of 1 or more vehicles, which vehicles do not have a total value of more than $60,000.00,
dies and the owner does not leave other property that requires issuance of letters as provided in section 3103
of the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.3103, the owner's surviving spouse, or
an heir of the owner in the order specified in section 2103 of the estates and protected individuals code, 1998
PA 386, MCL 700.2103, may apply for a title, after furnishing the secretary of state with proper proof of the
death of the registered owner, attaching to the proof a certification setting forth the fact that the applicant is
the surviving spouse or an heir. Upon proper petition, the secretary of state shall furnish the applicant with a
certificate of title.
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History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1960, Act 98, Imd. Eff. Apr. 26, 1960;¾Am. 1989, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3,
1990.

SPECIAL PLATES TO MANUFACTURERS, TRANSPORTERS, DEALERS

257.244 Operation of vehicle by manufacturer, subcomponent system producer, dealer, or
transporter with special plate; unauthorized use of special plate; penalties; surety bond or
insurance; number of plates; operation of vehicle with dealer plate by vendee or
prospective purchaser; issuance of registration plate to move vehicle or trailer.
Sec. 244. (1) A manufacturer owning a vehicle of a type otherwise required to be registered under this act

may operate or move the vehicle upon a street or highway primarily for the purposes of transporting or testing
or in connection with a golf tournament or a public civic event, if the vehicle displays, in the manner
prescribed in section 225, 1 special plate approved by the secretary of state.

(2) A producer of a vehicle subcomponent system essential to the operation of the vehicle or the safety of
an occupant may operate or move a motor vehicle upon a street or highway solely to transport or test the
subcomponent system if the motor vehicle displays, in the manner prescribed in section 225, 1 special plate
approved by the secretary of state. To be eligible for the special plate, the subcomponent system producer
must be either a recognized subcomponent system producer or must be a subcomponent system producer
under contract with a vehicle manufacturer.

(3) A dealer owning a vehicle of a type otherwise required to be registered under this act may operate or
move the vehicle upon a street or highway without registering the vehicle if the vehicle displays, in the
manner prescribed in section 225, 1 special plate issued to the owner by the secretary of state. As used in this
subsection, "dealer" includes an employee, servant, or agent of the dealer.

(4) Solely to deliver the vehicle, a transporter may operate or move a vehicle of a type otherwise required
to be registered under this act upon a street or highway if the vehicle displays, in the manner prescribed in
section 225, a special plate issued to the transporter under this chapter.

(5) A licensee shall not use a special plate described in this section on service cars or wreckers operated as
an adjunct of a licensee's business. A manufacturer, transporter, or dealer making or permitting any
unauthorized use of a special plate under this chapter forfeits the right to use special plates and the secretary
of state, after notice and a hearing, may suspend or cancel the right to use special plates and require that the
special plates be surrendered to or repossessed by the state.

(6) A transporter shall furnish a sufficient surety bond or policy of insurance as protection for public
liability and property damage as may be required by the secretary of state.

(7) The secretary of state shall determine the number of plates a manufacturer, dealer, or transporter
reasonably needs in his or her business.

(8) If a vehicle that is required to be registered under this act is leased or sold, the vendee or lessee is
permitted to operate the vehicle upon a street or highway for not more than 72 hours after taking possession if
the vehicle has a dealer plate attached as provided in this section. The application for registration shall be
made in the name of the vendee or lessee before the vehicle is used. The dealer and the vendee or lessee are
jointly responsible for the return of the dealer plate to the dealer within 72 hours, and the failure of the vendee
or lessee to return or the vendor or lessor to use due diligence to procure the dealer plate is a misdemeanor,
and in addition the license of the dealer may be revoked. While using a dealer's plate, a vendee or lessee shall
have in his or her possession proof that clearly indicates the date of sale or lease of the motor vehicle.

(9) A vehicle owned by a dealer and bearing the dealer's plate may be driven upon a street or highway for
demonstration purposes by a prospective buyer or lessee for a period of 72 hours.

(10) The secretary of state may issue a registration plate upon application and payment of the proper fee to
an individual, partnership, corporation, or association that in the ordinary course of business has occasion to
legally pick up or deliver a commercial motor vehicle being driven to a facility to undergo aftermarket
modification, or to repair or service a vehicle, or to persons defined as watercraft dealers under part 801 of the
natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.80101 to 324.80199, or to the
owner of a marina for the purpose of delivering a vessel or trailer to a purchaser, to transport a vessel between
a body of water and a place of storage, to transport a vessel or trailer to and from a boat show or exposition, to
repair, service, or store a vessel or trailer, or to return a vessel or trailer to the customer after repair, service, or
storage. A registration plate issued under this subsection shall be used to move the vehicle or trailer.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1952, Act 67, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952;¾Am. 1957, Act 90, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am.
1960, Act 107, Eff. Aug. 17, 1960;¾Am. 1992, Act 306, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993;¾Am. 2000, Act 369, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2001;¾Am. 2002,
Act 485, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2002, Act 642, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2008, Act 539, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009.

257.244a Motorcycle dealer license plates; size.
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Sec. 244a. Plates furnished to dealers in motorcycles shall be the same size as otherwise furnished for use
on motorcycles.

History: Add. 1961, Act 34, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961.

257.245 General distinguishing number and special plates for manufacturer, transporter, or
dealer; application; proof; issuance; duration; fee.
Sec. 245. (1) Any manufacturer, transporter, or dealer may make application to the department upon the

appropriate form for a general distinguishing number and for 1 or more special plates. The applicant shall also
submit proof of his status as a bona fide manufacturer, transporter, or dealer as may reasonably be required by
the department.

(2) The department, upon granting the application, shall issue a special plate with a general distinguishing
number assigned to the applicant and displayed on the special plate. The distinguishing number for a special
plate shall be different from every other special plate.

(3) A manufacturer or transporter may make application on a form prescribed by the secretary of state for 1
or more special plates, which special plates shall be valid for 3 years. Upon approval of the application, the
fee for 1 or more special plates shall be 3 times the annual fee assessed under section 803.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1988, Act 276, Eff. Jan. 1, 1989.

257.246 Special plates; expiration.
Sec. 246. Every special plate issued hereunder shall expire on the last day of February of each calendar

year.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1960, Act 107, Eff. Aug. 17, 1960;¾Am. 1965, Act 277, Imd. Eff. July 21, 1965.

257.247 Special plates; manufacturers and transporters, record of uses; inspection by peace
officers.
Sec. 247. Every manufacturer or transporter shall keep a written record of the vehicles upon which such

special plates are used and the time during which each set of plates is used on a particular vehicle, which
record shall be open to inspection by any peace officer.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1958, Act 55, Eff. July 1, 1958.

257.247a, 257.247b Repealed. 1992, Act 306, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to special plates for operation of vehicles in connection with public civic events

and official commemorative civic events plates.

DEALERS AND WRECKERS MUST BE LICENSED

257.248 Dealer license; investigation; report; bond or renewal certificate; dealer plates;
stipulation as to service of process; prohibited conduct, application, and classification;
expiration; conduct not requiring separate or supplemental license.
Sec. 248. (1) The secretary of state shall not grant a dealer license under this section until an investigation

is made of the applicant's qualifications under this act, except that this subsection does not apply to license
renewals. The secretary of state shall make the investigation within 15 days after receiving the application and
make a report on the investigation.

(2) An applicant for a new vehicle dealer or a used or secondhand vehicle dealer or broker license shall
include a properly executed bond or renewal certificate with the application. If a renewal certificate is used,
the bond is considered renewed for each succeeding year in the same amount and with the same effect as an
original bond. The bond shall be in the sum of $10,000.00 with good and sufficient surety to be approved by
the secretary of state. The bond shall indemnify or reimburse a purchaser, seller, lessee, financing agency, or
governmental agency for monetary loss caused through fraud, cheating, or misrepresentation in the conduct of
the vehicle business whether the fraud, cheating, or misrepresentation was made by the dealer or by an
employee, agent, or salesperson of the dealer. The surety shall make indemnification or reimbursement for a
monetary loss only after judgment based on fraud, cheating, or misrepresentation has been entered in a court
of record against the licensee. The bond shall also indemnify or reimburse the state for any sales tax
deficiency as provided in the general sales tax act, 1933 PA 167, MCL 205.51 to 205.78, or use tax deficiency
as provided in the use tax act, 1937 PA 94, MCL 205.91 to 205.111, for the year in which the bond is in force.
The surety shall make indemnification or reimbursement only after final judgment has been entered in a court
of record against the licensee. A dealer or applicant who has furnished satisfactory proof that a bond similar to
the bond required by this subsection is executed and in force is exempt from the bond provisions set forth in
this subsection. The aggregate liability of the surety shall not exceed the sum of the bond. The surety on the
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bond may cancel the bond upon giving 30 days' notice in writing to the secretary of state and thereafter is not
liable for a breach of condition occurring after the effective date of the cancellation.

(3) An applicant for a new vehicle dealer or a used or secondhand vehicle dealer license shall apply for not
less than 2 dealer plates as provided by section 245 and shall include with the application the proper fee as
provided by section 803.

(4) As a condition precedent to the granting of a license, a dealer shall file with the secretary of state an
irrevocable written stipulation, authenticated by the applicant, stipulating and agreeing that legal process
affecting the dealer, served on the secretary of state or a deputy of the secretary of state, has the same effect as
if personally served on the dealer. This appointment remains in force as long as the dealer has any outstanding
liability within this state.

(5) A person shall not carry on or conduct the business of buying, selling, brokering, leasing, negotiating a
lease, or dealing in 5 or more vehicles of a type required to be titled under this act in a 12-month period unless
the person obtains a dealer license from the secretary of state authorizing the carrying on or conducting of that
business. A person shall not carry on or conduct the business of buying, selling, brokering, leasing,
negotiating a lease, or dealing in 5 or more distressed, late model vehicles or salvageable parts to 5 or more of
those vehicles in a 12-month period unless the person obtains a used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer, an
automotive recycler, or a salvage pool license from the secretary of state or is an insurance company admitted
to conduct business in this state. A person shall not carry on or conduct the business of buying 5 or more
vehicles in a 12-month period to process into scrap metal or store or display 5 or more vehicles in a 12-month
period as an agent or escrow agent of an insurance company unless the person obtains a dealer license from
the secretary of state. A vehicle scrap metal processor who does not purchase vehicles or salvageable parts
from unlicensed persons is not required to obtain a dealer license. A person from another state shall not
purchase, sell, or otherwise deal in distressed, late model vehicles or salvageable parts unless the person
obtains a foreign salvage vehicle dealer license from the secretary of state as prescribed under section 248b. A
person, including a dealer, shall not purchase or acquire a distressed, late model vehicle or a salvageable part
through a salvage pool, auction, or broker without a license as a salvage vehicle agent. The secretary of state
shall investigate and seek prosecution, if necessary, of persons allegedly conducting a business without a
license.

(6) The application for a dealer license shall be in the form prescribed by the secretary of state and shall be
signed by the applicant. In addition to other information as may be required by the secretary of state, the
application shall include all of the following:

(a) Name of applicant.
(b) Location of applicant's established place of business in this state, together with written verification

from the appropriate governing or zoning authority that the established place of business meets all applicable
municipal and zoning requirements.

(c) The name under which business is to be conducted.
(d) If the business is a corporation, the state of incorporation.
(e) Name, address, date of birth, and social security number of each owner or partner and, if a corporation,

the name, address, date of birth, and social security number of each of the principal officers.
(f) The county in which the business is to be conducted and the address of each place of business in that

county.
(g) If new vehicles are to be sold, the make to be handled. Each new vehicle dealer shall send with the

application for license a certification that the dealer holds a bona fide contract to act as factory representative,
factory distributor, or distributor representative to sell at retail ......... (the make of vehicle to be sold).

(h) A statement of the previous history, record, and associations of the applicant and of each owner,
partner, officer, and director. The statement shall be sufficient to establish to the satisfaction of the secretary
of state the business reputation and character of the applicant.

(i) A statement showing whether the applicant has previously applied for a license, the result of the
application, and whether the applicant has ever been the holder of a dealer license that was revoked or
suspended.

(j) If the applicant is a corporation or partnership, a statement showing whether a partner, employee,
officer, or director has been refused a license or has been the holder of a license that was revoked or
suspended.

(k) If the application is for a used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer or an automotive recycler, it shall
include all of the following:

(i) Evidence that the applicant maintains or will maintain an established place of business.
(ii) Evidence that the applicant maintains or will maintain a police book and vehicle parts purchase and

sales and lease records as required under this act.
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Sec. 248c. (1) A vehicle salvage pool or broker shall not sell, transfer, or release a distressed, late model
vehicle to anyone other than 1 or more of the following:

(a) The vehicle's former owner.
(b) A used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer.
(c) A vehicle scrap metal processor.
(d) A foreign salvage vehicle dealer licensed under this act.
(e) A registered motor vehicle repair facility engaging in body work.
(2) Subsection (1) applies until July 1, 1994.
(3) A vehicle salvage pool, auction, or broker shall not sell, transfer, or release a distressed, late model

vehicle to anyone other than 1 or more of the following:
(a) The vehicle's former owner.
(b) A licensed salvage agent of an automotive recycler.
(c) A licensed salvage agent of a foreign salvage vehicle dealer.
(4) Subsection (3) applies beginning July 1, 1994.
History: Add. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1,

1994.

257.248d Repealed. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to a study pertaining to reducing auto theft and comprehensive premiums.

257.248e Salvage vehicle agent license.
Sec. 248e. (1) Beginning January 1, 1994, a person, including a dealer, shall not purchase, acquire, sell, or

otherwise deal in distressed, late model vehicles or salvageable parts through a salvage pool without a salvage
vehicle agent license from the secretary of state. Only a licensed automotive recycler, licensed used or
secondhand vehicle parts dealer, or a licensed foreign salvage vehicle dealer may apply to the secretary of
state for a salvage vehicle agent license. A dealer shall not have more than 2 individuals, including himself or
herself, licensed as a salvage vehicle agent.

(2) The application for a salvage vehicle agent license shall be in the form prescribed by the secretary of
state and shall be signed by both the agent and the dealer who is appointing the individual as a salvage vehicle
agent. In addition to other information as may be required by the secretary of state, the application shall
include all of the following:

(a) Business name, address, and dealer license number of the dealer-applicant.
(b) Name, address, social security number, and date of birth of the agent-applicant.
(c) A statement of the previous history, record, and associations of the agent, which statement shall be

sufficient to establish to the satisfaction of the secretary of state the business reputation and character of the
agent.

(d) A statement showing whether the agent has previously applied for a dealer license or an agent's license,
the result of the application, and whether the agent has ever been the holder of a dealer license or agent's
license that was revoked or suspended in this state or any other state.

(e) A certification that the agent is not acting as the alter ego or in the place or on the behalf of any other
person or persons in seeking the license. For the purpose of this subdivision, “alter ego” means a person who
acts for and on behalf of, or in the place of, another person for purposes of obtaining a salvage vehicle agent
license.

(3) A dealer shall make a separate application for each agent license and forward the application to the
secretary of state along with the application of the dealer for a dealer license. A fee of $50.00 shall
accompany each application for an agent license. The license of an agent issues, renews, and expires with the
issuance, renewal, and expiration of the license of a dealer. If necessary, a dealer may apply for the license for
an agent at any time during the time period that the dealer license is valid.

(4) A license for an agent shall not be granted until an investigation is made of the agent's qualifications
under this act, except that this subsection does not apply to license renewals. The secretary of state shall make
the investigation within 15 days after receiving the application and make a report on the investigation.

(5) The secretary of state shall issue a license to an agent bearing a full-face photograph of the agent and
the following information:

(a) Agent's name and address.
(b) Physical description.
(c) The agent's signature.
(d) The agent's license number.
(e) Name, address, and dealer license number of the dealer for whom the agent may conduct business.
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$10,000.00.
(9) As used in this section, "criminal history record information" means that term as defined in section 1a

of 1925 PA 289, MCL 28.241a.
(10) Except for subsection (5), this section does not apply to a person whose criminal history has

previously been investigated by the secretary of state and who is applying for the renewal of a vehicle dealer
license or salvage vehicle agent license.

History: Add. 1993, Act 300, Eff. July 1, 1994;¾Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006.

257.248g Salvage vehicle agent; duties.
Sec. 248g. A salvage vehicle agent shall comply with this act and shall do all of the following:
(a) Purchase or acquire salvage vehicles only for the dealer indicated upon his or her agent's license. A

salvage vehicle agent shall not be an agent for more than 1 licensed dealer at a given time.
(b) Prominently display his or her agent's license on his or her person at all times when he or she is present

at a place where salvage vehicles are purchased, sold, or offered for sale.
(c) Upon demand, immediately display his or her agent's license to a peace officer or an authorized

representative of the secretary of state.
(d) Immediately contact the dealer if there is any factual or material change in the information stated in his

or her agent's license or license application.
(e) Upon the cancellation, cessation, or transfer of his or her employment, immediately surrender his or her

license to the dealer who shall mail the license to the secretary of state for cancellation.
History: Add. 1993, Act 300, Eff. July 1, 1994.

257.248h Persons engaged in prohibited conduct; penalties; refusal to issue or renew
license; revocation or suspension of license; denial or revocation of license without
hearing.
Sec. 248h. (1) A person who has engaged in conduct prohibited by subsection (2) is subject to 1 or more of

the following penalties:
(a) Placement of a limitation on the person's license.
(b) Suspension or revocation of a license.
(c) Denial of an original or renewal application.
(d) A civil fine paid to the department in an amount not to exceed $25,000.00.
(e) Condition of probation.
(f) A requirement to take affirmative action, including payment of restitution.
(g) A letter of censure.
(2) The secretary of state may deny the application of a dealer after an appropriate hearing for the licensing

of an individual as a salvage vehicle agent and refuse to issue or renew the license of an agent or may suspend
or revoke an agent's license already issued if the secretary of state finds that the dealer, applicant agent, or
licensed agent has done 1 or more of the following:

(a) Made a false statement of a material fact in the agent's application.
(b) Violated this chapter or a rule promulgated under this chapter, or assisted others in the violation of this

chapter or a rule promulgated under this chapter.
(c) Purchased or acquired a salvage or scrap vehicle or salvageable part for a dealer for whom the agent is

not licensed, or functioned as an agent for himself or herself alone and without respect to any dealer.
(d) Committed a fraudulent act in connection with purchasing or acquiring or otherwise dealing in vehicles

of a type required to be registered under this act or in salvage or scrap vehicles or in vehicle parts.
(e) Engaged in a method, act, or practice that is unfair or deceptive, including the making of an untrue

statement of a material fact.
(f) Violated a condition of probation.
(g) Failed to comply with the terms of a final cease and desist order.
(h) Failed to pay over funds or to surrender or return property received in the course of employment to a

dealer or other person entitled to the funds or property.
(i) Acted as a dealer's agent by purchasing, acquiring, selling, or disposing of a vehicle while employed by

a licensed dealer without reporting the purchase, acquisition, sale, or disposing of the vehicle to the dealer.
(j) Served in a managerial capacity for a dealer during the time another agent or employee of that dealer,

acting under the direction and control of the dealer or licensed agent, committed a violation of this chapter or
of a rule promulgated under this chapter or of a similar law in another state or jurisdiction.

(k) Acted for more than 1 party in a transaction without the knowledge of the other parties.
(l) Permitted an unlawful use of the agent's license.
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(m) Accepted a commission, bonus, or other valuable consideration for the sale of a vehicle from a person
other than the dealer under whom the agent is licensed.

(n) Possessed a vehicle or a vehicle part that has been confiscated under section 415 of the Michigan penal
code, Act No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931, being section 750.415 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or of a
similar law in another state or jurisdiction.

(3) Upon receipt of the appropriate abstract of conviction and without an opportunity for a hearing, the
secretary of state shall deny the application of a person for a license as a salvage vehicle agent or immediately
revoke the license of a person as a salvage vehicle agent for not less than 5 years after the date of the person's
last conviction if the applicant or licensee, or a stockholder, officer, director, or partner of the applicant or
licensee, has been convicted of a violation or attempted violation of section 254 of this act or of section 413,
414, 415, 535, or 535a of the Michigan penal code, Act No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931, being sections
750.413, 750.414, 750.415, 750.535, and 750.535a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or has been convicted in
federal court or in another state of a violation or attempted violation of a law substantially corresponding to
section 254 of this act or of section 413, 414, 415, 535, or 535a of Act No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931.

(4) Upon receipt of the appropriate abstract of conviction from the court and without an opportunity for a
hearing, the secretary of state shall deny the application of a person for a license as a salvage vehicle agent or
immediately revoke the license of a person as a salvage vehicle agent and shall never issue the person a
salvage vehicle agent license if the applicant or licensee has any combination of 2 or more convictions of a
violation or attempted violation of section 254 of this act or of section 413, 414, 415, 535, or 535a of Act No.
328 of the Public Acts of 1931, being sections 750.413, 750.414, 750.415, 750.535, and 750.535a of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, or has been convicted in federal court or in another state of a violation or
attempted violation of a law substantially corresponding to section 254 of this act or of section 413, 414, 415,
or 535a of Act No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931.

History: Add. 1993, Act 300, Eff. July 1, 1994.

257.248i Attending pool or auction selling salvage or scrap titled vehicles.
Sec. 248i. Except for department of state personnel, insurance company representatives, governmental

officials, or law enforcement personnel, a person shall not attend a pool or auction selling salvage or scrap
titled vehicles unless the person is licensed under this act as a salvage vehicle agent.

History: Add. 1993, Act 300, Eff. July 1, 1994.

257.248j Acting as dealer without license; warning; administrative fine; notice of
assessment; actions; informal conference; administrative hearing; payment of
administrative fine; reduction.
Sec. 248j. (1) In addition to any other remedies provided by law, if the secretary of state determines that a

person has acted as a dealer without a dealer license, he or she may issue the person a verbal or written
warning or assess an administrative fine of not more than $5,000.00 for a first violation, and not more than
$7,500.00 for each subsequent violation occurring within 7 years of a prior violation.

(2) If the secretary of state assesses an administrative fine under subsection (1), the secretary of state shall
provide notice of the assessment in writing pursuant to section 212. At a minimum, the notice of assessment
shall contain all of the following:

(a) A unique identification number.
(b) A description of the alleged violation that is the basis for the assessment, including the date the alleged

violation occurred and a reference to the specific section or rule alleged to have been violated.
(c) The administrative fine established for the violation.
(d) A statement indicating that if the fine is not paid, the secretary of state may refer the fine to the

department of treasury for collection.
(e) A statement indicating that if the alleged violation is contested, the person has a right to request an

informal conference before an administrative hearing, accompanied by simple instructions informing the
person how to request or waive the informal conference.

(3) Not later than 20 days after receiving the written notice of assessment, the alleged violator shall do 1 of
the following:

(a) Pay the administrative fine to the secretary of state. A payment waives the person's right to an informal
conference and an administrative hearing.

(b) Request the secretary of state to conduct an informal conference.
(c) Waive the right to an informal conference and request the secretary of state to conduct an

administrative hearing.
(d) If the person is not a licensed dealer, pay the administrative fine to the secretary of state and submit a
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(a) The sale is evidenced by a written memorandum that contains the agreement of the parties and is signed
by the buyer and the seller or the seller's agent.

(b) The agreement contains a place for acknowledgment by the buyer of the receipt of a copy of the
agreement or actual delivery of the vehicle is made to the buyer.

(5) Each dealer record and inventory, including the record and inventory of a vehicle scrap metal processor
not required to obtain a dealer license, shall be open to inspection by a police officer or an authorized officer
or investigator of the secretary of state during reasonable or established business hours.

(6) A dealer licensed as a distressed vehicle transporter shall maintain records in a form as prescribed by
the secretary of state. The records shall identify each distressed vehicle that is bought, acquired, and sold by
the dealer. The record shall identify the person from whom a distressed vehicle was bought or acquired and
the dealer to whom the vehicle was sold. The record shall indicate whether a certificate of title or salvage
certificate of title was obtained by the dealer for each vehicle.

(7) A dealer licensed under this act shall maintain records for a period of 5 years. The records shall be
made available for inspection by the secretary of state or other law enforcement officials. To determine or
enforce compliance with this chapter or other applicable law, the secretary of state or any law enforcement
official may inspect a dealer whenever he or she determines it is necessary. The secretary of state may issue
an order summarily suspending the license of a dealer pursuant to section 92 of the administrative procedures
act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.292, based on an affidavit by a person familiar with the facts set forth in
the affidavit that the dealer has failed to maintain the records required by this act or failed to provide the
records for inspection as requested by the secretary of state, or has otherwise hindered, obstructed, or
prevented the inspection of records authorized under this section. The dealer to whom the order is directed
shall comply immediately, but on application to the department shall be afforded a hearing within 30 days
pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. On the basis of
the hearing, the summary order shall be continued, modified, or held in abeyance not later than 30 days after
the hearing.

(8) A dealer licensed as a vehicle salvage pool operator or broker shall maintain records in a form as
prescribed by the secretary of state. The records shall contain a description of each vehicle or salvageable part
stored by the dealer, the name and address of the insurance company or person storing the vehicle or
salvageable part, the period of time the vehicle or salvageable part was stored, and the person acquiring the
vehicle or salvageable part. In the case of a late model vehicle, a record of the purchase or sale of a major
component part of the vehicle shall be maintained identifying the part purchased or sold, the name and
address of the seller or purchaser, the date of the purchase or sale, and the identification number assigned to
the part by the dealer. The record of the purchase or sale of a part shall be maintained in or attached to the
dealer's police book or hard copy of computerized data entries and reference codes and shall be accessible at
the dealer's location. In addition, a dealer licensed as a broker shall maintain a record of the odometer mileage
reading of each vehicle sold pursuant to an agreement between the broker and the buyer or the broker and the
seller. The record of odometer mileage shall be maintained for 5 years and shall contain all of the information
required by section 233a.

(9) A dealer licensed as a used vehicle parts dealer or an automotive recycler shall maintain records in a
form prescribed by the secretary of state. The records shall contain the date of purchase or acquisition of the
vehicle, a description of the vehicle including the color, and the name and address of the person from whom
the vehicle was acquired. If the vehicle is sold, the record shall contain the date of sale and the name and
address of the purchaser. The record shall indicate if the certificate of title or salvage or scrap certificate of
title was obtained by the dealer. In the case of a late model vehicle, a record of the purchase or sale of a major
component of the vehicle shall be maintained identifying the part purchased or sold, the name and address of
the seller or purchaser, the date of the purchase or sale, and the identification number assigned to the part by
the dealer, except that a bumper remanufacturer is not required to maintain a record of the purchase of a
bumper. However, a bumper remanufacturer shall assign and attach an identification number to a
remanufactured bumper and maintain a record of the sale of the bumper. The record of the purchase or sale of
a part shall be maintained in or attached to the dealer's police book or hard copy of computerized data entries
and reference codes and shall be accessible at the dealer's location.

(10) A dealer licensed as a vehicle scrap metal processor shall maintain records as prescribed by the
secretary of state. As provided in section 217c, the records shall contain for a vehicle purchased from a dealer
a copy of the scrap vehicle inventory, including the name and address of the dealer, a description of the
vehicle acquired, and the date of acquisition. If a vehicle is purchased or acquired from a person other than a
dealer, the record shall contain the date of acquisition, a description of the vehicle, including the color, the
name and address of the person from whom the vehicle was acquired, and whether a certificate of title or
salvage or scrap certificate of title was obtained by the dealer.
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257.251e Renting, leasing, or furnishing motorcycle; motor vehicle liability policy.
Sec. 251e. A dealer renting, leasing, or furnishing a motorcycle shall carry a “motor vehicle liability

policy” of the same type and coverage as that outlined in section 520 for each motorcycle rented, leased, or
furnished or, in the alternative, demand and be shown proof that the person renting, leasing, or being
furnished a motorcycle carries a motor vehicle liability policy of at least the type and coverage as specified in
section 520.

History: Add. 1966, Act 207, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

SPECIAL ANTI-THEFT LAWS

257.252 Reports of stolen and recovered vehicles.
Sec. 252. A police agency, upon receiving reliable information that any vehicle registered under this act

has been stolen, shall immediately report the theft through the law enforcement information network. Upon
receiving information that a vehicle previously reported as stolen has been recovered, the police agency shall
immediately report the fact of the recovery through the law enforcement information network.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 99, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1966, Act 157, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1966;¾
Am. 1968, Act 170, Imd. Eff. June 17, 1968;¾Am. 1972, Act 350, Eff. Mar. 1, 1973;¾Am. 1980, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1980.

257.252a Abandoned vehicle; presumption of responsibility; violation; penalty; "abandoned
vehicle" defined; duties of police agency; contest by owner; hearing; request; fee; towing
and storage charges; obtaining release of vehicle; public sale; inability to determine
ownership of abandoned vehicle; entry into law enforcement information network.
Sec. 252a. (1) A person shall not abandon a vehicle in this state. It is presumed that the last titled owner of

the vehicle is responsible for abandoning the vehicle unless the person provides a record of sale as that term is
defined in section 240. A person who violates this subsection and who fails to redeem the vehicle before
disposition of the vehicle under section 252g is responsible for a civil infraction and shall be ordered to pay a
civil fine of $50.00.

(2) As used in this section and sections 252a through 252l, "abandoned vehicle" means either of the
following:

(a) A vehicle that has remained on private property without the consent of the owner.
(b) A vehicle that has remained on public property for a period of not less than 48 hours, or on a state trunk

line highway as described in section 1 of 1951 PA 51, MCL 247.651, as follows:
(i) If a valid registration plate is affixed to the vehicle, for a period of not less than 18 hours.
(ii) If a valid registration plate is not affixed to the vehicle.
(3) If a vehicle has remained on public property for the period of time described in subsection (2)(b) so that

it qualifies as abandoned, a police agency having jurisdiction over the vehicle or the agency's designee shall
determine whether the vehicle has been reported stolen and may affix a written notice to the vehicle. The
written notice shall contain the following information:

(a) The date and time the notice was affixed.
(b) The name and address of the police agency taking the action.
(c) The name and badge number of the police officer affixing the notice.
(d) The date and time the vehicle may be taken into custody and stored at the owner's expense or scrapped

if the vehicle is not removed.
(e) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle, if available.
(4) If the vehicle is an abandoned vehicle, the police agency or the agency's designee may have the towing

agency take the vehicle into custody.
(5) A police agency that has received a vehicle taken into custody as abandoned shall do all of the

following:
(a) Recheck to determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.
(b) Within 24 hours after the vehicle is taken into custody, enter the vehicle as abandoned into the law

enforcement information network, and notify the secretary of state through the law enforcement information
network that the vehicle has been taken into custody as abandoned. Each notification shall contain the
following information:

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle, if available.
(ii) The address or approximate location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.
(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.
(iv) The name and address of the police agency that had the vehicle taken into custody.
(v) The name and business address of the custodian of the vehicle.
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(vi) The name of the court that has jurisdiction over the case.
(c) Within 7 days after receiving notice under subdivision (b) that the vehicle has been taken into custody,

the secretary of state shall do both of the following:
(i) Send to the last titled owner and secured party, as shown by the records of the secretary of state as

described in section 221 or 237, by first-class mail or personal service, notice that the vehicle is considered
abandoned. The form for the notice shall be furnished by the secretary of state. Each notice form shall contain
the following information:

(A) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle if available.
(B) The address or approximate location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.
(C) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.
(D) The name and address of the police agency that had the vehicle taken into custody.
(E) The name and business address of the custodian of the vehicle.
(F) The procedure to redeem the vehicle.
(G) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle is considered abandoned or the reasonableness of the

towing fees and daily storage fees.
(H) A form petition that the owner may file in person or by mail with the specified court that requests a

hearing on the police agency's action.
(I) A warning that the failure to redeem the vehicle or to request a hearing within 20 days after the date of

the notice may result in the sale of the vehicle and the termination of all rights of the owner and the secured
party to the vehicle or the proceeds of the sale.

(ii) Enter the information described in subparagraph (i) on a website maintained by the department for
public use in locating vehicles that are removed under this section as abandoned. The department shall
maintain the data on the website for 1 year or until the vehicle is disposed of under this act, whichever occurs
first.

(6) The owner may contest the fact that the vehicle is considered abandoned or the reasonableness of the
towing fees and daily storage fees by requesting a hearing and posting a bond equal to $40.00 plus the amount
of the accrued towing and storage fees. A request for a hearing shall be made by filing a petition with the
court specified in the notice described in subsection (5)(c) within 20 days after the date of the notice. If the
owner requests a hearing, the matter shall be resolved after a hearing conducted under sections 252e and 252f.
An owner who requests a hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by posting a towing and storage bond in
an amount equal to the $40.00 plus the accrued towing and storage fees with the court. The owner of a vehicle
who requests a hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by paying a fee of $40.00 to the court and the
accrued towing and storage fees instead of posting the towing and storage bond.

(7) If the owner does not request a hearing under subsection (6), he or she may obtain the release of the
vehicle by paying a fee of $40.00 and the accrued towing and storage fees to the custodian of the vehicle. The
custodian of the vehicle shall forward $25.00 of the fee to the secretary of state within 30 days after receipt in
a manner prescribed by the secretary of state, who shall deposit the fee into the abandoned vehicle fund
created in section 252h.

(8) If the owner does not redeem the vehicle or request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice
described in subsection (5)(c), the secured party may obtain the release of the vehicle by paying a $40.00 fee
plus the accrued charges to the custodian of the vehicle. The custodian of the vehicle shall forward $25.00 of
the fee to the secretary of state, who shall deposit the fee into the abandoned vehicle fund created in section
252h.

(9) If a vehicle has remained on private property without the consent of the property owner, the owner of
the private property may have the vehicle taken into custody as an abandoned vehicle by contacting a local
towing agency. A local towing agency is considered a towing agency whose storage lot is located within 15
miles from the border of the local unit of government having jurisdiction over the abandoned vehicle.

(10) Before removing the vehicle from private property, the towing agency shall provide reasonable notice
by telephone, or otherwise, to a police agency having jurisdiction over the vehicle that the vehicle is being
removed. The police agency shall determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen and enter the vehicle into
the law enforcement information network as an abandoned vehicle. Verification by the police agency of
compliance with this section is not necessary and is not a predicate to the entrance of the vehicle into the law
enforcement information network.

(11) Within 24 hours after taking the abandoned vehicle into custody, the police agency shall notify the
secretary of state through the law enforcement information network that the vehicle has been taken into
custody as abandoned. Each notification shall contain the following information:

(a) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle if available.
(b) The address or approximate location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.
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257.252b Registered and unregistered abandoned scrap vehicles; duties of police agency;
release of vehicle; certificate of title or certificate of scrapping; release form; retention of
records and photographs; taking registered abandoned scrap vehicle into custody;
contest by registered owner; hearing; request; obtaining release of vehicle; fee.
Sec. 252b. (1) As used in this section:
(a) "Registered abandoned scrap vehicle" means a vehicle that meets all of the following requirements:
(i) Is on public or private property.
(ii) Is 7 or more years old.
(iii) Is apparently inoperable or is extensively damaged, to the extent that the cost of repairing the vehicle

so that it is operational and safe as required by section 683 would exceed the fair market value of that vehicle.
(iv) Is currently registered or titled in the state of Michigan or displays current year registration plates from

another state.
(b) "Unregistered abandoned scrap vehicle" means a vehicle that meets all of the following requirements:
(i) Is on public or private property.
(ii) Is 7 or more years old.
(iii) Is apparently inoperable or is extensively damaged, to the extent that the cost of repairing the vehicle

so that it is operational and safe as required by section 683 would exceed the fair market value of that vehicle.
(iv) Is not currently registered in this state and does not display current year registration plates from

another state.
(2) A police agency or the agency's designee or, if the vehicle is on private property, the property owner

may have an unregistered abandoned scrap vehicle taken into custody, in which case the police agency shall
do all of the following:

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.
(b) Take 2 photographs of the vehicle.
(c) Make a report to substantiate the vehicle as an unregistered abandoned scrap vehicle. The report shall

contain the following information:
(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number if available.
(ii) The date of abandonment.
(iii) The location of abandonment.
(iv) A detailed listing of the damage or the missing equipment.
(v) The reporting officer's name and title.
(vi) The location where the vehicle is being held.
(d) Within 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody, enter the vehicle into the law enforcement

information network.
(3) Within 24 hours, excluding Saturday, Sunday, and legal holidays, after taking the vehicle into custody,

the police agency or the agency's designee shall complete a release form and release the vehicle to the towing
service or a used vehicle parts dealer or vehicle scrap metal processor, who shall then transmit that release
form to the secretary of state and apply for a certificate of scrapping. Upon receipt of the release form and
application, the secretary of state shall issue a certificate of title or a certificate of scrapping.

(4) The release form described in subsection (3) shall be furnished by the secretary of state and shall
include a certification executed by the applicable police agency or the agency's designee when the abandoned
scrap vehicle is released. The certification shall state that the police agency has complied with all the
requirements of subsection (2)(b) and (c).

(5) The secretary of state shall retain the records relating to an abandoned scrap vehicle for not less than 2
years. The 2 photographs taken under subsection (2)(b) shall be retained by the police agency or the agency's
designee for not less than 2 years. After the certificate of scrapping has been issued, a certificate of title for
the vehicle shall not be issued again.

(6) A police agency or the agency's designee or, if the vehicle is on private property, the property owner
may have a registered abandoned scrap vehicle taken into custody, in which case the police agency or the
towing service shall do all of the following:

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.
(b) Take 2 photographs of the vehicle.
(c) Make a report to substantiate the vehicle as a registered abandoned scrap vehicle. The report shall

contain the following information:
(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number if available.
(ii) The date of abandonment.
(iii) The location of abandonment.
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257.252f Filing petition; hearing; notice; burden; decision.
Sec. 252f. (1) Upon the filing of a petition prescribed in section 252a, 252b, or 252d, signed by the owner

of the vehicle which has been taken into custody, the court shall do both of the following:
(a) Schedule a hearing within 30 days for the purpose of determining whether the police agency, towing

agency or custodian, or private property owner acted properly.
(b) Notify the owner, towing agency or custodian, and police agency or if the vehicle was removed from

private property, notify the private property owner also of the time and place of the hearing.
(2) At the hearing specified in subsection (1), the police agency, towing agency or custodian, or, if the

vehicle was removed from private property, the private property owner shall have the burden of showing by a
preponderance of the evidence that it has complied with the requirements of this act in reporting or processing
the abandoned vehicle or vehicle removed under section 252d.

(3) After the hearing, the court shall make a decision that includes 1 or more of the following:
(a) A finding that the police agency complied with the procedures established for the processing of an

abandoned vehicle or a vehicle removed under section 252a, 252b, or 252d, and an order providing a period
of 20 days after the decision for the owner to redeem the vehicle. If the owner does not redeem the vehicle
within 20 days, the police agency shall dispose of the vehicle under section 252b or 252g. The court shall
forward $25.00 of the fee collected under section 252b or 252g to the secretary of state within 30 days after
the court's decision in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state. The towing and storage fees and $15.00
of the fee collected under section 252b or 252g shall be forwarded to the towing agency.

(b) A finding that the police agency did not comply with the procedures established for the processing of
an abandoned vehicle or a vehicle removed under section 252a, 252b, or 252d. After making the finding, the
court shall issue an order directing that the vehicle immediately be released to the owner, and that the police
agency is responsible for the accrued towing and storage charges. The court shall also order any fee or bond
posted by the owner to be returned to the owner.

(c) A finding that the towing fees and daily storage fees were reasonable.
(d) A finding that the towing fees and daily storage fees were unreasonable and issue an order directing the

towing agency or custodian of the vehicle to provide the last titled owner of the vehicle with an appropriate
reduction or refund.

(e) A finding that the owner of the real property complied with the provisions of section 252k or 252l.
(f) A finding that the owner of the real property did not comply with the provisions of section 252k or 252l

, and issue an order requiring the owner of the real property to reimburse the last titled owner of the vehicle
for the accrued towing and storage charges.

(g) A finding that the towing agency did not comply with the procedures established for the proper
removal and reporting of an abandoned vehicle removed under section 252a(10), 252b, or 252d. After making
the finding, the court shall issue an order directing that the vehicle immediately be released to the owner and
that the towing agency is responsible for the accrued towing and storage charges. The court shall also order
any fee or bond posted by the owner to be returned to the owner.

(h) A finding that the towing agency did comply with the procedures established for the proper removal
and reporting of an abandoned vehicle removed under section 252a(10), 252b, or 252d.

History: Add. 1981, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1981;¾Am. 2004, Act 495, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005;¾Am. 2008, Act 539, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13,
2009.

257.252g Manner of conducting public sale; application of money received; absence of
bidders; acquisition of distressed vehicle; application for salvage certificate of title;
canceling entry in law enforcement information network; obtaining original bill of sale.
Sec. 252g. (1) Subject to section 252a(16), a public sale for a vehicle and its contents that has been

determined to be abandoned under section 252a or removed under section 252d shall be conducted in the
following manner:

(a) It shall be under the control of the police agency. However, a police agency may designate the
custodian of the vehicle or a third party to conduct the auction.

(b) It shall be open to the public and consist of open auction bidding or bidding by sealed bids. If sealed
bids are received, the person submitting the bid shall receive a receipt for the bid from the police agency or
the agency's designee or, if the vehicle is being sold under section 252a(16), the custodian of the vehicle.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in sections 252a(16) and (17) and 252b(7), it shall be held not less than 5
days after public notice of the sale has been published.

(d) The public notice shall be published at least once in a newspaper having a general circulation within the
county in which the vehicle was abandoned. The public notice shall give a description of the vehicle for sale
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(c) $1,000.00.
(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to a commercial vehicle or to a vehicle that is owned or leased by an

entity other than an individual.
History: Add. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005.

257.252j Abandoned vehicles; number and placement of vehicles on private property.
Sec. 252j. Sections 252a and 252b do not apply to a vehicle that is owned by the same person who owns

the private real property on which the vehicle is located and do not prohibit or preempt a local unit of
government from regulating the number and placement of vehicles on private property.

History: Add. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005.

257.252k Towing or removing vehicle without owner's consent; notice; requirements.
Sec. 252k. Except as otherwise provided in section 252l, an owner or lessor of private real property shall

post a notice that meets all of the following requirements before authorizing the towing or removal of a
vehicle from the real property without the consent of the owner or other person who is legally entitled to
possess the vehicle:

(a) The notice shall be prominently displayed at each point of entry for vehicular access to the real
property. If the real property lacks curbs or access barriers, not less than 1 notice shall be posted for each 100
feet of road frontage.

(b) The notice clearly indicates in letters not less than 2 inches high on a contrasting background that
unauthorized vehicles will be towed away at the owner's expense.

(c) The notice provides the name and telephone number of the towing service responsible for towing or
removing vehicles from that property.

(d) The notice is permanently installed with the bottom of the notice located not less than 4 feet from the
ground and is continuously maintained on the property for not less than 24 hours before a vehicle is towed or
removed.

History: Add. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005;¾Am. 2008, Act 539, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009.

257.252l Applicability of MCL 257.252k.
Sec. 252l. Section 252k does not apply to any of the following:
(a) Real property that is appurtenant to and obviously part of a single- or dual-family residence.
(b) An instance when notice is personally given to the owner or other legally entitled person in control of a

vehicle that the area where the vehicle is parked is reserved or otherwise unavailable to unauthorized vehicles
and that the vehicle is subject to towing or removal from the private real property without the consent of the
owner or other legally entitled person in control of the vehicle.

(c) A vehicle removed from private property under section 252d.
History: Add. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005;¾Am. 2008, Act 539, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009.

257.252m Notification of civil fines and sanctions.
Sec. 252m. For a period of 1 year beginning on the effective date of the amendatory act that added this

section, the secretary of state shall insert notification of the civil fines and sanctions that may be imposed for
the violation of sections 240 and 252a(1) into all mailings concerning motor vehicle registration renewal
notices and new vehicle title documents.

History: Add. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005.

257.253 Report of stolen vehicle; filing; transferring certificate of title; record of stolen or
abandoned vehicles not reported or recovered; availability; reports by other states of
stolen and recovered vehicles; abandoned vehicle; notification of owner and lienholder.
Sec. 253. (1) The secretary of state, upon receiving a report of a stolen vehicle, shall file the report with the

records of the secretary of state and shall not transfer the certificate of title of the vehicle to a person other
than the owner's insurance company until officially notified that the vehicle has been recovered.

(2) The secretary of state shall maintain a record of all vehicles stolen or abandoned that have not been
reported as recovered and make the record available to every sheriff, the director of the department of state
police, and all police departments. The record shall also be made available to proper officials in every state.

(3) It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to file reports of stolen and recovered motor vehicles
reported by other states.

(4) In the case of abandoned vehicles, the secretary of state shall check the sheriff's report immediately
with the stolen car report file and notify the owner, and the last known lienholder, if any, as shown by the
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record, by registered mail, that the car is now an abandoned car and held in custody by the officer.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1980, Act 460, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 1981.

257.254 False statement in application for certificate of title or in assignment of title;
possession of stolen vehicle; penalties.
Sec. 254. Any person who shall knowingly make any false statement of a material fact, either in his or her

application for the certificate of title required by this act, or in any assignment of that title, or who, with intent
to procure or pass title to a motor vehicle which he or she knows or has reason to believe has been stolen,
shall receive or transfer possession of the same from or to another, or who shall have in his or her possession
any vehicle which he or she knows or has reason to believe has been stolen, and who is not an officer of the
law engaged at the time in the performance of his or her duty as such officer, is guilty of a felony, punishable
by a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or by imprisonment for not more than 10 years, or both. This provision
shall not be exclusive of any other penalties prescribed by any law for the larceny of the unauthorized taking
of a vehicle.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991.

Constitutionality: The language of this section “or who shall have in his possession any motor vehicle which he knows or has reason
to believe has been stolen, and who is not an officer of the law engaged at that time in the performance of his duty as such officer” must
necessarily be treated as either surplusage or deemed inconsistent with the intent of MCL 257.1 et seq. and deleted from it. People v
Morton, 384 Mich 38; 179 NW2d 379 (1970).

OFFENSES AGAINST REGISTRATION LAWS AND CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION

257.255 Valid registration plate required; exceptions; violation of subsection (1) as civil
infraction or misdemeanor; penalty; nonpayment of apportioned fee under international
registration plan as misdemeanor; penalty; impoundment; towing and storage costs; care
of load in vehicle; impounded vehicle subject to lien; hearing; certification of unpaid
judgment; foreclosure sale.
Sec. 255. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a person shall not operate, nor shall an owner

knowingly permit to be operated, upon any highway, a vehicle required to be registered under this act unless
there is attached to and displayed on the vehicle, as required by this chapter, a valid registration plate issued
for the vehicle by the department for the current registration year. A registration plate shall not be required
upon any wrecked or disabled vehicle, or vehicle destined for repair or junking, which is being transported or
drawn upon a highway by a wrecker or a registered motor vehicle.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who violates subsection (1) is responsible for a
civil infraction. However, if the vehicle is a commercial vehicle which is required to be registered according
to the schedule of elected gross vehicle weights under section 801(1)(k), the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $500.00, or
both.

(3) A person who operates a vehicle licensed under the international registration plan and does not have a
valid registration due to nonpayment of the apportioned fee is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by a fine of not more than $100.00, or both. In addition, a police
officer may impound the vehicle until a valid registration is obtained. If the vehicle is impounded, the towing
and storage costs of the vehicle, and the care or preservation of the load in the vehicle shall be the owner's
responsibility. Vehicles impounded shall be subject to a lien in the amount of the apportioned fee and any fine
and costs incurred under this subsection, subject to a valid lien of prior record. If the apportioned fee, fine,
and costs are not paid within 90 days after impoundment, then following a hearing before the judge or
magistrate who imposed the fine and costs, the judge or magistrate shall certify the unpaid judgment to the
prosecuting attorney of the county in which the violation occurred. The prosecuting attorney shall enforce the
lien by foreclosure sale in accordance with the procedure authorized by law for chattel mortgage foreclosures.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1961, Act 26, Imd. Eff. May 11, 1961;¾Am. 1962, Act 58, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾
Am. 1963, Act 88, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963;¾Am. 1984, Act 330, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1984;¾Am. 1987, Act 34, Eff. Aug. 26, 1987;¾Am.
2003, Act 9, Eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

257.256 Unlawful lending or use of certificate of title, registration certificate, registration
plate, special plate, or permit; unlawful carrying or display of registration certificate or
plate; violation as misdemeanor; penalty; unlawful display of registration plate on
commercial vehicle.
Sec. 256. (1) A person shall not lend to another person, or knowingly permit the use of, any certificate of
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title, registration certificate, registration plate, special plate, or permit issued to him or her if the person
receiving or using the certificate of title, registration certificate, registration plate, special plate, or permit
would not be entitled to the use thereof. A person shall not carry or display upon a vehicle any registration
certificate or registration plate not issued for the vehicle or not otherwise lawfully used under this act.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by a fine of not more than $100.00,
or both.

(3) A person who displays upon a commercial vehicle which is required to be registered according to the
schedule of elected gross vehicle weights under section 801(1)(k) any registration plate not issued for the
vehicle or not otherwise lawfully used under this act is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment
for not more than 90 days, or by a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1987, Act 34, Eff. Aug. 26, 1987.

257.257 Altering, forging, or falsifying documents; penalty.
Sec. 257. (1) A person who commits any of the following acts is guilty of a felony:
(a) Alters with fraudulent intent any certificate of title, registration certificate, or registration plate issued

by the department.
(b) Forges or counterfeits any such document or plate purporting to have been issued by the department.
(c) Alters or falsifies with fraudulent intent or forges any assignment upon a certificate of title.
(d) Holds or uses such a document or plate knowing the same to have been altered, forged, or falsified.
(e) Knowingly possesses, sells, or offers for sale a stolen, false, or counterfeit certificate of title,

registration certificate, registration plate, registration decal, or registration tab.
(2) A person who is convicted of a second violation of this section shall be punished by imprisonment for

not less than 2 years or more than 7 years, or by a fine of not less than $1,500.00 or more than $7,000.00, or
both.

(3) A person who is convicted of a third or subsequent violation of this section shall be punished by
imprisonment for not less than 5 years or more than 15 years, or by a fine of not less than $5,000.00 or more
than $15,000.00, or both.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1992, Act 309, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993.

257.258 Registration or certificate of title; grounds for cancellation; elected gross weight
violations; penalty; notice; hearing.
Sec. 258. (1) The secretary of state may cancel, revoke, or suspend the registration of a vehicle, a

certificate of title, registration certificate, or registration plate if any of the following apply:
(a) The secretary of state determines that the registration, certificate of title, or plate was fraudulently or

erroneously issued.
(b) The secretary of state determines that the licensee has made or is making an unlawful use of his or her

registration certificate, plate, or certificate of title.
(c) A registered vehicle has been dismantled or wrecked.
(d) The secretary of state determines that the required fee has not been paid and it is not paid upon

reasonable notice or demand.
(e) A registration certificate or registration plate is knowingly displayed upon a vehicle other than the one

for which it was issued.
(f) The secretary of state determines that the owner has committed an offense under this act involving the

registration or certificate of title.
(g) The secretary of state is authorized to do so under this act.
(h) Upon receiving notification from another state or foreign country that a certificate of title issued by the

secretary of state has been surrendered by the owner in conformity with the laws of that state or foreign
country.

(i) It is shown by satisfactory evidence that delivery of a motor vehicle in the possession of a dealer was
not made to the applicant registered under this act. The money paid for registration and license fees may be
refunded to the party who applies for the refund.

(2) If the licensee's offense consists of hauling on the registered vehicle a gross weight more than 1,000
pounds in excess of the elected gross weight specified on the owners' registration certificate, the registration
shall be canceled and the vehicle shall not again be operated on the highways, roads, or streets until it is
registered again and new plates are issued. The new registration fee shall be computed on the basis of twice
the difference between the original registration fee and the registration fee applicable to the gross weight
constituting the violation of the elected gross weight. One-half of the new registration fee shall be a penalty.
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commit any of those crimes.
(iv) A violation or attempted violation of section 479a(4) or (5) of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328,

MCL 750.479a.
(c) Any combination of 2 convictions within 7 years for any of the following or a combination of 1

conviction for a violation or attempted violation of section 625(6) and 1 conviction for any of the following
within 7 years:

(i) A violation or attempted violation of section 625, except a violation of section 625(2), or a violation of
any prior enactment of section 625 in which the defendant operated a vehicle while under the influence of
intoxicating or alcoholic liquor or a controlled substance, or a combination of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor
and a controlled substance, or while visibly impaired, or with an unlawful bodily alcohol content.

(ii) A violation or attempted violation of section 625m.
(iii) A violation or attempted violation of former section 625b.
(d) One conviction for a violation or attempted violation of section 315(5), section 601b(3), section

601c(2), section 602a(4) or (5), section 617, section 625(4) or (5), section 653a(4), section 904(4) or (5), or,
beginning October 31, 2010, section 626(3) or (4).

(e) One conviction of negligent homicide, manslaughter, or murder resulting from the operation of a
vehicle or an attempt to commit any of those crimes.

(f) One conviction for a violation or attempted violation of section 479a(4) or (5) of the Michigan penal
code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.479a.

(g) Any combination of 3 convictions within 10 years for any of the following or 1 conviction for a
violation or attempted violation of section 625(6) and any combination of 2 convictions for any of the
following within 10 years, if any of the convictions resulted from an arrest on or after January 1, 1992:

(i) A violation or attempted violation of section 625, except a violation of section 625(2), or a violation of
any prior enactment of section 625 in which the defendant operated a vehicle while under the influence of
intoxicating or alcoholic liquor or a controlled substance, or a combination of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor
and a controlled substance, or while visibly impaired, or with an unlawful bodily alcohol content.

(ii) A violation or attempted violation of section 625m.
(iii) A violation or attempted violation of former section 625b.
(3) The secretary of state shall revoke a license under subsection (2) notwithstanding a court order unless

the court order complies with section 323.
(4) Except as otherwise provided under section 304, the secretary of state shall not issue a license under

this act to a person whose license has been revoked under this act or revoked and denied under subsection (2)
until all of the following occur, as applicable:

(a) The later of the following:
(i) The expiration of not less than 1 year after the license was revoked or denied.
(ii) The expiration of not less than 5 years after the date of a subsequent revocation or denial occurring

within 7 years after the date of any prior revocation or denial.
(b) For a denial under subsection (2)(a), (b), (c), and (g), the person rebuts by clear and convincing

evidence the presumption resulting from the prima facie evidence that he or she is a habitual offender. The
convictions that resulted in the revocation and denial constitute prima facie evidence that he or she is a
habitual offender.

(c) The person meets the requirements of the department.
(5) The secretary of state may deny issuance of an operator's license as follows:
(a) Until the age of 17, to a person not licensed under this act who was convicted of or received a juvenile

disposition for violating or attempting to violate section 411a(2) of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328,
MCL 750.411a, involving a school when he or she was less than 14 years of age. A person not issued a
license under this subdivision is not eligible to begin graduated licensing training until he or she attains 16
years of age.

(b) To a person less than 21 years of age not licensed under this act who was convicted of or received a
juvenile disposition for violating or attempting to violate section 411a(2) of the Michigan penal code, 1931
PA 328, MCL 750.411a, involving a school when he or she was 14 years of age or older, until 3 years after
the date of the conviction or juvenile disposition. A person not issued a license under this subdivision is not
eligible to begin graduated licensing training or otherwise obtain an original operator's or chauffeur's license
until 3 years after the date of the conviction or juvenile disposition.

(6) The secretary of state shall deny issuance of a vehicle group designation to a person under either of the
following circumstances:

(a) The person has been disqualified by the United States secretary of transportation from operating a
commercial motor vehicle.
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certifies to the secretary of state that both of the following conditions have been met:
(a) The person has been admitted into a DWI/sobriety court program.
(b) An ignition interlock device approved, certified, and installed as required under sections 625k and 625l

has been installed on each motor vehicle owned or operated, or both, by the individual.
(3) A restricted license shall not be issued under subsection (1) if the person is otherwise ineligible for an

operator's or chauffeur's license under this act, unless the person's ineligibility is based on 1 or more of the
following:

(a) Section 303(1)(i) or (l).
(b) Section 303(2)(c)(i) or (iii).
(c) Section 303(2)(g)(i) or (iii).
(d) Section 319(4), (5), (6), (7), (8)(a) to (e), or (9).
(e) Section 319e(2)(a) or (b).
(f) Section 320(1)(d).
(g) Section 321a(1), (2), or (3).
(h) Section 323c.
(i) Section 625f(1)(a).
(j) Section 732a(5).
(k) Section 904(10).
(l) Section 82105a(2) of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL

324.82105a.
(m) Section 3177 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3177.
(n) Section 10 of the motor vehicle claims act, 1965 PA 198, MCL 257.1110.
(4) A restricted license issued under subsection (1) permits the person to whom it is issued to operate only

the vehicle equipped with an ignition interlock device described in subsection (2)(b), to take any driving skills
test required by the secretary of state, and to drive to and from any combination of the following locations:

(a) The person's residence.
(b) The person's workplace.
(c) The person's school.
(d) An alcohol or drug education or treatment program as ordered by the court.
(5) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a restricted license issued under subsection (1) is effective

until a hearing officer orders an unrestricted license under section 322. The person shall not be considered for
an unrestricted license until the later of the following events occurs:

(a) The court notifies the secretary of state that the person has successfully completed the DWI/sobriety
court program.

(b) The minimum period of license sanction that would have been imposed under section 303 or 319 but
for this section has been completed.

(6) If the secretary of state receives a notification from the DWI/sobriety court under section 1084(6) of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.1084, the secretary of state shall summarily impose 1
of the following license sanctions, as applicable:

(a) Suspension for the full length of time provided under section 319(8). However, a restricted license shall
not be issued as provided under section 319(8). This subdivision applies if the underlying conviction or
convictions would have subjected the person to a license sanction under section 319(8) if this section did not
apply.

(b) A license revocation and denial for the full length of time provided under section 303. The minimum
period of license revocation and denial imposed shall be the same as if this section did not apply. This
subdivision applies if the underlying conviction or convictions would have caused a license revocation and
denial under section 303 if this section did not apply.

(7) After the person completes the DWI/sobriety court interlock pilot program, the following apply:
(a) The restricted license issued under this section shall be suspended or revoked or denied as provided in

subsection (6), unless set aside under subsection (5), if any of the following events occur:
(i) The person operates a motor vehicle without an ignition interlock device that meets the criteria under

subsection (2)(b).
(ii) The person removes, or causes to be removed, an ignition interlock device from a vehicle he or she

owns or operates unless the secretary of state has authorized its removal under section 322a.
(iii) The person is arrested for a violation of any of the following:
(A) Section 625.
(B) A local ordinance of this state or another state substantially corresponding to section 625.
(C) A law of the United States substantially corresponding to section 625.
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management and budget based on standards and specifications established by the secretary of state. The
secretary of state shall not purchase or lease equipment until an appropriation for the equipment has been
made by the legislature. A digital photographic image and signature captured under this section shall appear
on the applicant's operator's license or chauffeur's license. A person's digital photographic image shall be used
as follows:

(a) By a federal, state, or local governmental agency for a law enforcement purpose authorized by law.
(b) By the secretary of state for a use specifically authorized by law.
(c) By the secretary of state for forwarding to the department of state police the images of persons required

to be registered under the sex offenders registration act, 1994 PA 295, MCL 28.721 to 28.736, upon the
department of state police providing the secretary of state an updated list of the names of those persons.

(d) As necessary to comply with a law of this state or of the United States.
(3) An application shall contain a signature or verification and certification by the applicant, as determined

by the secretary of state, and shall be accompanied by the proper fee. The secretary of state shall collect the
application fee with the application. The secretary of state shall refund the application fee to the applicant if
the license applied for is denied, but shall not refund the fee to an applicant who fails to complete the
examination requirements of the secretary of state within 90 days after the date of application for a license.

(4) In conjunction with the application for an operator's license or chauffeur's license, the secretary of state
shall do all of the following:

(a) Provide the applicant with all of the following:
(i) Information explaining the applicant's right to make an anatomical gift in the event of death in

accordance with section 310.
(ii) Information describing the anatomical gift donor registry program under part 101 of the public health

code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.10101 to 333.10123. The information required under this subparagraph
includes the address and telephone number of Michigan's federally designated organ procurement
organization or its successor organization as defined in section 10102 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333.10102.

(iii) Information giving the applicant the opportunity to be placed on the donor registry described in
subparagraph (ii).

(b) Provide the applicant with the opportunity to specify on his or her operator's or chauffeur's license that
he or she is willing to make an anatomical gift in the event of death in accordance with section 310.

(c) Inform the applicant that, if he or she indicates to the secretary of state under this section a willingness
to have his or her name placed on the donor registry described in subdivision (a)(ii), the secretary of state will
mark the applicant's record for the donor registry.

(d) Provide the applicant with the opportunity to make a donation of $1.00 or more to the organ and tissue
donation education fund created under section 217o. A donation made under this subdivision shall be
deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the organ and tissue donation education fund.

(5) The secretary of state may fulfill the requirements of subsection (4) by 1 or more of the following
methods:

(a) Providing printed material enclosed with a mailed notice for an operator's or chauffeur's license renewal
or the issuance of an operator's or chauffeur's license.

(b) Providing printed material to an applicant who personally appears at a secretary of state branch office.
(c) Through electronic information transmittals for operator's and chauffeur's licenses processed by

electronic means.
(6) The secretary of state shall maintain a record of an individual who indicates a willingness to have his or

her name placed on the donor registry described in subsection (4)(a)(ii). Information about an applicant's
indication of a willingness to have his or her name placed on the donor registry that is obtained by the
secretary of state under subsection (4) and forwarded under subsection (14) is exempt from disclosure under
section 13(1)(d) of the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.243.

(7) If an application is received from a person previously licensed in another jurisdiction, the secretary of
state shall request a copy of the applicant's driving record and other available information from the national
driver register. When received, the driving record and other available information become a part of the
driver's record in this state.

(8) If an application is received for an original, renewal, or upgrade of a vehicle group designation or
indorsement, the secretary of state shall request the person's complete driving record from all states where the
applicant was previously licensed to drive any type of motor vehicle over the last 10 years before issuing a
vehicle group designation or indorsement to the applicant. If the applicant does not hold a valid commercial
motor vehicle driver license from a state where he or she was licensed in the last 10 years, this complete
driving record request must be made not earlier than 24 hours before the secretary of state issues the applicant
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Sec. 307b. (1) Beginning October 1, 2010, when any male citizen of the United States or a male immigrant
to the United States who is less than 26 years of age applies for an operator's license or chauffeur's license, the
secretary of state shall, with the applicant's consent, obtain the information that is necessary to register the
applicant with the federal selective service system in compliance with the requirements of 50 USC Appx 453,
including, but not limited to, the applicant's social security number.

(2) Each application described in subsection (1) shall contain all of the following:
(a) A statement that, if the applicant gives his consent to the secretary of state to provide his registration

information to the selective service system, the secretary of state is authorized to provide that information to
the selective service system under this section.

(b) The following statement: "If I am less than 18 years of age and give my consent to the secretary of state
to provide the information necessary to register me for selective service, I understand that I will automatically
be registered for selective service when I become 18 years of age if required by federal law.".

(c) A statement of the criminal penalties and other sanctions that apply for failing to register with selective
service.

(d) The following statement: "I acknowledge having been given information regarding the penalties for not
registering for selective service.".

(e) A statement appearing in capitalized, bold-faced type that declining to give consent to registration
under this section does not affect the applicant's privilege to receive an operator's or chauffeur's license.

(f) A location on the application where the applicant shall indicate that he either consents to forwarding his
registration information to the selective service system or that he does not consent to forwarding his
registration information to the selective service system.

(3) The secretary of state shall forward the information obtained under subsection (1) to the federal
selective service system in a format consistent with selective service system requirements.

(4) The secretary of state shall not forward any information regarding an applicant who is less than 18
years of age to the selective service system under this section unless the applicant gives his consent to provide
that information to the selective service system as provided in this section.

History: Add. 2006, Act 642, Eff. Oct. 1, 2010.

257.308 Application of minor for operator's license; condition to approval; exception.
Sec. 308. (1) The secretary of state shall not approve the application of a person who is 17 years of age or

less for an operator's license unless the application is signed by the parent or guardian of the applicant and the
person has satisfied the appropriate requirements of section 310e, or if the person does not have a parent or
guardian, then a license shall not be granted to the person unless the application is signed by another
responsible adult and the person has satisfied the appropriate requirements of section 310e.

(2) This section does not apply to minors emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1958, Act 123, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1972, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Feb. 19, 1972;

¾Am. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979;¾Am. 1988, Act 404, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;¾Am. 1996, Act 387, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1999,
Act 40, Imd. Eff. June 9, 1999.

257.309 Examination of applicant for operator's or chauffeur's license; waiver; exception;
certification of licensee applying for renewal of license by mail; examining officers;
conducting examinations; report of findings and recommendations; rules; issuance of
original operator's or chauffeur's license without vehicle group designation or
indorsement; behind-the-wheel road test; waiver; prohibited conduct.
Sec. 309. (1) Before issuing a license, the secretary of state shall examine each applicant for an operator's

or chauffeur's license who at the time of the application is not the holder of a valid, unrevoked operator's or
chauffeur's license under a law of this state providing for the licensing of drivers. In all other cases, the
secretary of state may waive the examination, except that an examination shall not be waived if it appears
from the application, from the apparent physical or mental condition of the applicant, or from any other
information which has come to the secretary of state from another source, that the applicant does not possess
the physical, mental, or other qualifications necessary to operate a motor vehicle in a manner as not to
jeopardize the safety of persons or property; or that the applicant is not entitled to a license under section 303.
A licensee who applies for the renewal of his or her license by mail pursuant to section 307 shall certify to his
or her physical capability to operate a motor vehicle. The secretary of state may check the applicant's driving
record through the national driver register and the commercial driver license information system before
issuing a license under this section.

(2) The secretary of state may appoint sheriffs, their deputies, the chiefs of police of cities and villages
having organized police departments within this state, their duly authorized representatives, or employees of
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the secretary of state as examining officers for the purpose of examining applicants for operator's and
chauffeur's licenses. An examining officer shall conduct examinations of applicants for operator's and
chauffeur's licenses in accordance with this chapter and the rules promulgated by the secretary of state under
subsection (3). After conducting an examination an examining officer shall make a written report of his or her
findings and recommendations to the secretary of state.

(3) The secretary of state shall promulgate rules pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969,
1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, for the examination of the applicant's physical and mental
qualifications to operate a motor vehicle in a manner as not to jeopardize the safety of persons or property,
and shall ascertain whether facts exist that would bar the issuance of a license under section 303. The
secretary of state shall also ascertain whether the applicant has sufficient knowledge of the English language
to understand highway warnings or direction signs written in that language. The examination shall not include
investigation of facts other than those facts directly pertaining to the ability of the applicant to operate a motor
vehicle with safety or facts declared to be prerequisite to the issuance of a license under this act.

(4) The secretary of state shall not issue an original operator's or chauffeur's license without a vehicle
group designation or indorsement without an examination that includes a driving skills test conducted by the
secretary of state or by a designated examining officer under subsection (2) or section 310e. The secretary of
state may enter into an agreement with another public or private corporation or agency to conduct a driving
skills test conducted under this section. Before the secretary of state authorizes a person to administer a
corporation's or agency's driver skills testing operations or authorizes an examiner to conduct a driving skills
test, that person or examiner must complete both a state and federal bureau of investigation fingerprint based
criminal history check through the department of state police. In an agreement with another public or private
corporation or agency to conduct a driving skills test, the secretary of state shall prescribe the method and
examination criteria to be followed by the corporation, agency, or examiner when conducting the driving
skills test and the form of the certification to be issued to a person who satisfactorily completes a driving
skills test. An original vehicle group designation or indorsement shall not be issued by the secretary of state
without a knowledge test conducted by the secretary of state. Except as provided in section 312f(1), an
original vehicle group designation or passenger or school bus indorsement shall not be issued by the secretary
of state without a driving skills test conducted by an examiner appointed or authorized by the secretary of
state.

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this act, the secretary of state may waive the requirement of a driving
skills test, knowledge test, or road sign test of an applicant for an original operator's or chauffeur's license
without a vehicle group designation or indorsement who at the time of the application is the holder of a valid,
unrevoked operator's or chauffeur's license issued by another state or country.

(6) A driving skills test conducted under this section shall include a behind-the-wheel road test. A
behind-the-wheel road test for an original vehicle group designation or passenger indorsement shall not be
conducted unless the applicant has been issued a temporary instruction permit.

(7) A person who corrupts or attempts to corrupt a designated examining officer appointed or designated
by the secretary of state under this section or section 310e by giving, offering, or promising any gift or
gratuity with the intent to influence the opinion or decision of the examining officer conducting the test is
guilty of a felony.

(8) A designated examining officer appointed or designated by the secretary of state who conducts a
driving skills test under an agreement entered into under this section or section 310e and who varies from,
shortens, or in any other way changes the method or examination criteria prescribed in that agreement in
conducting a driving skills test is guilty of a felony.

(9) A person who forges, counterfeits, or alters a satisfactorily completed driving skills test certification
issued by a designated examining officer appointed or designated by the secretary of state under this section
or section 310e is guilty of a felony.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 215, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1958, Act 123, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾
Am. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 290, Imd. Eff. Oct. 15, 1980;¾Am. 1982, Act 25, Imd. Eff. Mar. 4, 1982;¾Am.
1987, Act 232, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1990;¾Am. 1989, Act 280, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1989;¾Am.
1996, Act 387, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;¾Am. 1996, Act 551, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾Am. 2000, Act 456, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 2001;¾Am. 2002,
Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
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deliver to another, a reproduced, altered, counterfeited, forged, or duplicated license photograph, negative of
the photograph, image, license, or electronic data contained on a license or part of a license is guilty of a
felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.

(9) Except as provided in subsections (11) and (16), a person who is in possession of 2 or more
reproduced, altered, counterfeited, forged, or duplicated license photographs, negatives of the photograph,
images, licenses, or electronic data contained on a license or part of a license is guilty of a felony punishable
by imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.

(10) Except as provided in subsection (16), a person who is in possession of a reproduced, altered,
counterfeited, forged, or duplicated license photograph, negative of the photograph, image, license, or
electronic data contained on a license or part of a license is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(11) Subsections (7)(a) and (b), (8), and (9) do not apply to a minor whose intent is to violate section 703
of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703.

(12) The secretary of state, upon determining after an examination that an applicant is mentally and
physically qualified to receive a license, may issue the applicant a temporary driver's permit. The temporary
driver's permit entitles the applicant, while having the permit in his or her immediate possession, to drive a
motor vehicle upon the highway for a period not exceeding 60 days before the secretary of state has issued the
applicant an operator's or chauffeur's license. The secretary of state may establish a longer duration for the
validity of a temporary driver's permit if necessary to accommodate the process of obtaining a background
check that is required for an applicant by federal law.

(13) An operator or chauffeur may indicate on the license in a place designated by the secretary of state his
or her blood type, emergency contact information, immunization data, medication data, or a statement that the
licensee is deaf.

(14) An operator or chauffeur may indicate on the license in a place designated by the secretary of state
that he or she has designated a patient advocate in accordance with sections 5506 to 5515 of the estates and
protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5506 to 700.5515.

(15) If the applicant provides proof to the secretary of state that he or she is a minor who has been
emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6, the license shall bear the designation of the
individual's emancipated status in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state.

(16) Subsections (8), (9), and (10) do not apply to a person who is in possession of 1 or more photocopies,
reproductions, or duplications of a license to document the identity of the licensee for a legitimate business
purpose.

(17) A sticker or decal may be provided by any person, hospital, school, medical group, or association
interested in assisting in implementing an emergency medical information card, but shall meet the
specifications of the secretary of state. An emergency medical information card may contain information
concerning the licensee's patient advocate designation, other emergency medical information, or an indication
as to where the licensee has stored or registered emergency medical information.

(18) The secretary of state shall inquire of each licensee, in person or by mail, whether the licensee agrees
to participate in the anatomical gift donor registry under part 101 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333.10101 to 333.10123.

(19) A licensee who has agreed to participate in the anatomical gift donor registry under part 101 of the
public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.10101 to 333.10123, shall not be considered to have revoked that
agreement solely because the licensee's license has been revoked or suspended or has expired. Enrollment in
the donor registry constitutes a legal agreement that remains binding and in effect after the donor's death
regardless of the expressed desires of the deceased donor's next of kin who may oppose the donor's
anatomical gift.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 144, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1957, Act 164, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾
Am. 1958, Act 217, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1966, Act 206, Eff. Aug. 1, 1966;¾Am. 1967, Act 212, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1972,
Act 357, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 1973;¾Am. 1976, Act 358, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 1976;¾Am. 1977, Act 259, Eff. Mar. 30, 1978;¾Am. 1978,
Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 174, Imd. Eff. June 23, 1980;¾Am. 1985, Act 219, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 1986;¾Am. 1988,
Act 346, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1988, Act 404, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act 286, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1989;¾Am. 1996, Act
205, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1998, Act 226, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1998;¾Am. 2001, Act 216, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 126,
Eff. Apr. 22, 2002;¾Am. 2002, Act 554, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2002, Act 652, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1,
2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 495, Eff. Jan. 31, 2005;¾Am. 2005, Act 141, Imd. Eff. Sept. 29, 2005;¾Am. 2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15,
2008;¾Am. 2008, Act 36, Imd. Eff. Mar. 17, 2008.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
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“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”

257.310a Repealed. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to color of instruction permit or license issued to minor.

257.310b Expired. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980.
Compiler's note: The expired section pertained to designation of original license as probationary for 1 year.

257.310c Operator's or chauffeur's license; persons not previously licensed; temporary
instruction permit; exception.
Sec. 310c. (1) The secretary of state shall not issue an operator's or chauffeur's license to a person who is

18 years of age or older and has not been previously licensed in this or any other state or country until 30 days
after he or she has obtained a temporary instruction permit.

(2) This section does not apply to a person who is on active duty in the armed forces of the United States if
he or she is on furlough and possesses a valid United States government motor vehicle operator's
identification card and furlough papers.

History: Add. 1968, Act 263, Eff. Nov. 15, 1968;¾Am. 1972, Act 89, Imd. Eff. Mar. 20, 1972;¾Am. 1996, Act 387, Eff. Apr. 1,
1997.

257.310d Designation of license as probationary for 3 years; suspension of license or
imposition of probationary terms and conditions; duration; examination; reexamination;
extension of probationary period; failure to appear for reexamination; notice of
reexamination; additional provisions.
Sec. 310d. (1) A license issued under this act to a person not previously licensed in this or in another state

shall be designated as probationary for 3 years after the date of issuance. During the first 12 months of
probation, the license may be suspended or probationary terms and conditions may be imposed upon failure of
the licensee to appear before a magistrate, as provided in this chapter, or upon conviction of the licensee or
determination of the licensee's responsibility for a moving violation in this state. The period of suspension or
the probationary terms and conditions shall not be for more than 12 months and shall be determined by the
secretary of state at an examination of the driver by the secretary of state.

(2) Upon completion of the first 12 months of probation, the secretary of state may require a licensee to be
reexamined by the secretary of state if the licensee's driving record contains any of the following:

(a) A conviction or civil infraction determination for a moving violation that was assessed 4 or more points
as provided in section 320a.

(b) Three convictions or 3 civil infraction determinations, or a combination of convictions and civil
infraction determinations that equals 3, for moving violations.

(c) A total of 6 or more points as provided in section 320a.
(d) A conviction or civil infraction determination for a moving violation and an accident for which the

official police report indicates the licensee had been drinking alcoholic liquor.
(e) A conviction or civil infraction determination for a moving violation and an accident for which the

official police report indicates a moving violation on the part of the licensee.
(f) Three accidents for which the official police report indicates a moving violation on the part of the

licensee.
(g) A suspension pursuant to section 625f.
(3) The probationary period shall be extended beyond 3 years and the secretary of state may reexamine a

licensee as provided in subsection (2) if any of the following occur and are recorded on the licensee's driving
record during the last 10 months of the probationary period:

(a) A moving violation resulting in a conviction or civil infraction determination.
(b) An accident for which the official police report indicates a moving violation on the part of the licensee.
(c) An accident for which the official police report indicates the licensee had been drinking alcoholic

liquor.
(d) A license suspension for a reason other than a mental or physical disability.
(4) The probationary period shall be extended pursuant to subsection (3) until the licensee completes 10
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consecutive months without a moving violation, accident, or suspension enumerated in subsection (3).
(5) Upon completion of a reexamination, the secretary of state may suspend or impose probationary terms

and conditions on the license of a probationary licensee, except that a reexamination for subsection (2)(d), (e),
or (f) shall not result in a license suspension or the imposition of probationary terms or conditions.

(6) For 24 months immediately after a licensee's probationary period, the secretary of state may require the
licensee to be reexamined by the secretary of state if the licensee's driver record has a total of 9 or more
points, as provided in section 320a, imposed in a period of 2 years and if the licensee's record contains 1 or
more of the following:

(a) A conviction for a violation or attempted violation of any of the following:
(i) Section 625, except a violation of section 625(2), or a violation of any prior enactment of section 625 in

which the defendant operated a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor or a
controlled substance, or a combination of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance, or while
visibly impaired, or with an unlawful bodily alcohol content.

(ii) A violation or attempted violation of section 625m.
(iii) Former section 625b.
(iv) A local ordinance substantially corresponding to a conviction described in this subdivision.
(v) A law of another state substantially corresponding to a conviction described in this subdivision.
(b) A suspension of the licensee's license pursuant to section 625f.
(c) An accident for which the official police report indicates a moving violation on the part of the licensee.
(d) An accident for which the official police report indicates the licensee had been drinking alcoholic

liquor.
(7) Upon completion of a reexamination under subsection (6), the secretary of state may suspend the

license of the licensee, except that a reexamination for subsection (6)(c) or (d) shall not result in a license
suspension or restriction.

(8) If a licensee fails to appear for a reexamination scheduled by the secretary of state pursuant to this
section, the licensee's license may be suspended immediately and remain suspended until the licensee appears
for a reexamination by the secretary of state.

(9) Notice of a reexamination required under this section shall be given by first-class mail to the last
known address of the licensee.

(10) For purposes of this section:
(a) Upon conviction for a moving violation, the date of the violation shall be used in determining whether

the conviction occurred within the probationary period.
(b) Upon entry of a civil infraction determination for a moving violation, the date of the violation shall be

used in determining whether the civil infraction determination occurred within the probationary period.
(c) Information of a reexamination shall not be placed on a driver's record unless the secretary of state

suspends a license or imposes probationary terms and conditions.
(d) A suspension shall be considered part of a driving record from the date the suspension is imposed until

the suspension is terminated.
(e) The date of the official police report shall be used in determining whether a licensee was driving a

motor vehicle involved in an accident for which the official police report indicates a moving violation on the
part of the licensee or indicates the licensee had been drinking alcoholic liquor.

History: Add. 1978, Act 545, Eff. Oct. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾
Am. 1991, Act 99, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1998, Act 343, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 1999, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 61,
Eff. Sept. 30, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 62, Eff. May 3, 2004.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.310e Graduated licensing.
Sec. 310e. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this act, an operator's or chauffeur's license issued to a

person who is 17 years of age or less shall be in a form as prescribed in section 310, and valid only upon the
issuance of a graduated driver license.

(2) The secretary of state shall designate graduated licensing provisions in a manner that clearly indicates
that the person is subject to the appropriate provisions described in this section.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in section 303, a person who is not less than 14 years and 9 months of
age may be issued a level 1 graduated licensing status to operate a motor vehicle if the person has satisfied all
of the following conditions:
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(a) Passed a vision test and met health standards as prescribed by the secretary of state.
(b) Successfully completed segment 1 of a driver education course as that term is defined in section 7 of

the driver education provider and instructor act, 2006 PA 384, MCL 256.627, including a minimum of 6 hours
of on-the-road driving time with the instructor.

(c) Received written approval of a parent or legal guardian.
(4) A person issued a level 1 graduated licensing status may operate a motor vehicle only when

accompanied either by a licensed parent or legal guardian or, with the permission of the parent or legal
guardian, a licensed driver 21 years of age or older. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person is
restricted to operating a motor vehicle with a level 1 graduated licensing status for not less than 6 months.

(5) A person may be issued a level 2 graduated licensing status to operate a motor vehicle if the person has
satisfied all of the following conditions:

(a) Had a level 1 graduated licensing status for not less than 6 months.
(b) Successfully completed segment 2 of a driver education course as that term is defined in section 7 of

the driver education provider and instructor act, 2006 PA 384, MCL 256.627.
(c) Not incurred a moving violation resulting in a conviction or civil infraction determination or been

involved in an accident for which the official police report indicates a moving violation on the part of the
person during the 90-day period immediately preceding application.

(d) Presented a certification by the parent or guardian that the person, accompanied by his or her licensed
parent or legal guardian or, with the permission of the parent or legal guardian, any licensed driver 21 years of
age or older, has accumulated a total of not less than 50 hours of behind-the-wheel experience including not
less than 10 nighttime hours.

(e) Successfully completed a secretary of state approved driving skills test. The secretary of state may enter
into an agreement with another public or private corporation or agency to conduct this driving skills test.
Before the secretary of state authorizes a person to administer a corporation's or agency's driver skills testing
operations or authorizes an examiner to conduct a driving skills test, that person or examiner must complete
both a state and federal bureau of investigation fingerprint based criminal history check through the
department of state police. This subdivision applies to a person 16 years of age or over only if the person has
satisfied subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (d).

(6) A person issued a level 2 graduated licensing status under subsection (5) shall remain at level 2 for not
less than 6 months. A person issued a level 2 graduated licensing status under subsection (5) shall not operate
a vehicle under the following circumstances:

(a) Between the hours of 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. This subdivision does not apply if either of the following
applies:

(i) The person is accompanied by a parent or legal guardian or a licensed driver 21 years of age or older
designated by the parent or legal guardian.

(ii) The person is operating the vehicle in the course of his or her employment or while going to or from
employment or while going to or from an authorized activity.

(b) With more than 1 passenger in the vehicle who is less than 21 years of age. This subdivision does not
apply if any of the following apply:

(i) The person is accompanied by a parent or legal guardian or a licensed driver 21 years of age or older
designated by the parent or legal guardian.

(ii) Any additional passengers who are less than 21 years of age are members of his or her immediate
family.

(iii) The person is operating the vehicle in the course of his or her employment or while going to or from
employment or while going to or from an authorized activity.

(7) The provisions and provisional period described in subsection (4) or (6) shall be expanded or extended,
or both, beyond the periods described in subsection (4) or (6) if any of the following occur and are recorded
on the licensee's driving record during the provisional periods described in subsection (4) or (6) or any
additional periods imposed under this subsection:

(a) A moving violation resulting in a conviction, civil infraction determination, or probate court
disposition.

(b) An accident for which the official police report indicates a moving violation on the part of the licensee.
(c) A license suspension for a reason other than a mental or physical disability.
(d) A violation of subsection (4) or (6).
(8) The provisional period described in subsection (4) shall be extended under subsection (7) until the

licensee completes 90 consecutive days without a moving violation, an accident in which a moving violation
resulted, accident, suspension, or provisional period violation listed in subsection (7), or until age 18,
whichever occurs first. The provisional period described in subsection (6) shall be extended under subsection
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expires, whichever date occurs first. If the license expires or will expire while the license is surrendered, the
secretary of state may renew the operator's or chauffeur's license pursuant to section 314. The expiration date
of the receipt shall be specified by the court on the receipt.

History: Add. 1983, Act 63, Eff. Mar. 29, 1984.

257.312 Restricted operator's or chauffeur's license; contents; expiration; suspension or
revocation; violation as misdemeanor; exceptions.
Sec. 312. (1) Upon proper showing of extenuating circumstances and special reasons, or need by an

applicant who meets the age qualifications and when accompanied by the fee as provided in this act, the
secretary of state may recommend a restricted operator's or chauffeur's license containing conditions and
restrictions applicable to the licensee, the type of special mechanical control devices required in a motor
vehicle operated by the licensee, and the area, time, or other condition that the secretary of state considers
necessary to assure the safe operation of a vehicle by the licensee and under which the licensee may operate a
motor vehicle. A license issued to a person who is at least 14 years of age and under 16 years of age shall
contain only the conditions determining the hours during which the licensee may drive a motor vehicle and
the purpose for which it is to be driven. A license issued to a minor who is at least 14 years of age and under
16 years of age shall be revoked by the secretary of state on the written request of a parent, guardian, or
person standing in loco parentis.

(2) An operator's license issued to a person who is at least 14 years of age and under 16 years of age
expires on the birthday following issuance of the license or if that birthday is within 6 months after the date of
issuance of the license, then 1 year after the date of that birthday.

(3) Upon receiving satisfactory evidence of a violation of the restrictions of the license, the secretary of
state may suspend or revoke the license.

(4) A person who violates a restriction imposed in a restricted license issued to that person is guilty of a
misdemeanor. This subsection does not apply to a person who is at least 14 years of age and under 16 years of
age.

(5) If a motor vehicle is being driven by a person who is at least 14 years of age and under 16 years of age,
and that person is accompanied by a parent, guardian, or person standing in loco parentis, the conditions,
limitations, and restrictions set forth in this section do not apply.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979;¾Am. 2000, Act 456, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 2001.

257.312a Motorcycle indorsement; issuance, suspension, revocation, cancellation, or
renewal; special restricted license to operate moped; requirements; duration; expiration;
fees.
Sec. 312a. (1) A person, before operating a motorcycle upon a public street or highway in this state, shall

procure a motorcycle indorsement on the operator's or chauffeur's license. The license shall be issued,
suspended, revoked, canceled, or renewed in accordance with and governed by this act.

(2) A person, before operating a moped upon a highway shall procure a special restricted license to operate
a moped unless the person has a valid operator's or chauffeur's license. A special restricted license to operate a
moped may be issued to a person 15 years of age or older if the person satisfies the secretary of state that he is
competent to operate a moped with safety. The secretary of state shall not require a road test before issuance
of a special restricted license to operate a moped.

(3) A special restricted license to operate a moped shall expire on the birthday of the person to whom it is
issued in the fourth year following the date of issuance. A license shall not be issued for a period longer than
4 years. A person issued a license to operate a moped shall pay $7.50 for an original license and $6.00 for a
renewal license. The money received and collected under this subsection shall be deposited in the state
treasury to the credit of the general fund. The secretary of state shall refund out of the fees collected to each
county or municipality, acting as an examining officer, $2.50 for each applicant examined for an original
license and $1.00 for a renewal license.

History: Add. 1956, Act 178, Imd. Eff. Apr. 16, 1956;¾Am. 1959, Act 260, Eff. Mar. 19, 1960;¾Am. 1969, Act 134, Eff. June 1,
1970;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

257.312b Motorcycle endorsement; examination; motorcycle safety course; waiver of driving
test; autocycle or 3-wheeled motorcycle; restriction; development of driving test; rules;
audit; third party motorcycle program; prohibited conduct.
Sec. 312b. (1) Before a person who is less than 18 years of age is issued an original motorcycle

endorsement on an operator's or chauffeur's license, the person shall pass an examination as required by this
section and a motorcycle safety course as provided in section 811a or 811b.
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(2) Before a person who is 18 years of age or older is issued an original motorcycle endorsement on an
operator's or chauffeur's license, the person shall pass an examination as required by this section. A person
who fails this examination 2 or more times is required to successfully complete a motorcycle safety course as
provided in section 811a or 811b. Each written examination given an applicant for a motorcycle endorsement
on an operator's or chauffeur's license as provided in section 309 shall also include subjects designed to cover
a motorcycle. A person shall pass an examination that shall include a driving test designed to test the
competency of the applicant for the first motorcycle endorsement on an operator's or chauffeur's license to
operate a motorcycle upon the roads and highways of this state with safety to himself or herself and other
persons and property. All examinations shall be administered as provided in this act. The requirement of a
motorcycle driving skills test shall be waived for an applicant who has successfully completed a motorcycle
safety course conducted by a school or business enterprise as provided in section 811a or 811b. The
motorcycle safety course skills test shall meet or exceed the motorcycle skills test from the secretary of state.
The requirement of a motorcycle driving skills test may be waived if the applicant has a valid license or
endorsement to operate a motorcycle from another state.

(3) A motorcycle endorsement issued to a person who operates a 3-wheeled motorcycle or an autocycle
shall be restricted to operation of that type of motorcycle and does not permit operation of a 2-wheeled
motorcycle. The secretary of state shall develop a driving test specifically pertaining to an autocycle or a
3-wheeled motorcycle.

(4) The secretary of state is responsible for establishing and conducting the motorcycle operator driving
skills test and shall promulgate rules under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL
24.201 to 24.328, for purposes of this subsection. An audit of the motorcycle safety fund shall be conducted
by the office of the auditor general to determine compliance with the requirement that funds are being
withdrawn only in relation to this act. A copy of the audit shall be transmitted to the legislature upon
completion.

(5) The secretary of state may enter into an agreement with another public or private corporation or agency
to conduct a driving skills test required under this section. Before the secretary of state authorizes a person to
administer a corporation's or agency's driver skills testing operations or authorizes an examiner to conduct a
driving skills test, that person or examiner must complete both a state and federal bureau of investigation
fingerprint based criminal history check through the department of state police. In an agreement with another
public or private corporation or agency to conduct a driving skills test under this section, the secretary of state
shall prescribe the method and examination criteria to be followed by the corporation, agency, or examiner
when conducting the driving skills test and the form of the certification to be issued to a person who
satisfactorily completes a driving skills test. For administering and overseeing a third party motorcycle testing
program, the secretary of state shall be reimbursed from the motorcycle safety fund a total amount that does
not exceed 50% of the department's 1995-1996 fiscal year appropriation for motorcycle testing under this
section.

(6) A person who corrupts or attempts to corrupt a corporation, agency, or examiner that conducts a
driving skills test under an agreement entered into with the secretary of state under this section by giving,
offering, or promising any gift or gratuity with the intent to influence the opinion or decision of the
corporation, agency, or examiner conducting the driving skills test is guilty of a felony.

(7) A designated examining officer appointed or designated by the secretary of state who conducts a
driving skills test under an agreement entered into under this section and who varies from, shortens, or in any
other way changes the method or examination criteria prescribed to be followed under that agreement in
conducting a driving skills test under this section is guilty of a felony.

(8) A person who forges, counterfeits, or alters a satisfactorily completed driving skills test certification
issued by a designated examining officer appointed or designated by the secretary of state under this section is
guilty of a felony.

History: Add. 1969, Act 134, Eff. June 1, 1970;¾Am. 1974, Act 108, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1974;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan.
13, 1977;¾Am. 1982, Act 187, Eff. Jan. 1, 1984;¾Am. 1984, Act 328, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1984;¾Am. 1987, Act 85, Imd. Eff. June 29,
1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Mar. 25, 1988;¾Am. 1988, Act 495, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 20,
1992;¾Am. 1996, Act 345, Imd. Eff. June 28, 1996;¾Am. 2000, Act 456, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 2001;¾Am. 2003, Act 103, Eff. Oct. 1,
2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 187 of 1982 provides:
“(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1984.
“(2) Sections 312b(2) and 811a(3) shall take effect July 1, 1982.”

Administrative rules: R 257.971 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.312c Motorcycle endorsement; application; fee; disposition of money.
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(2) An applicant for a vehicle group designation shall take knowledge and driving skills tests that comply
with minimum federal standards prescribed in 49 CFR part 383 as required under this act.

(3) The license shall be issued, suspended, revoked, canceled, or renewed in accordance with this act.
(4) Except as provided in this subsection, all of the following apply:
(a) If a person operates a group B passenger vehicle while taking his or her driving skills test for a P

indorsement, he or she is restricted to operating only group B or C passenger vehicles under that P
indorsement. If a person operates a group B school bus while taking his or her driving skills test for an S
indorsement, he or she is restricted to operating only group B or C school buses under that S indorsement.

(b) If a person operates a group C passenger vehicle while taking his or her driving skills test for a P
indorsement, he or she is restricted to operating only group C passenger vehicles under that P indorsement. If
a person operates a group C school bus while taking his or her driving skills test for an S indorsement, he or
she is restricted to operating only group C school buses under that S indorsement.

(c) A person who fails the air brake portion of the written or driving skills test provided under section 312f
or who takes the driving skills test provided under that section in a commercial motor vehicle that is not
equipped with air brakes shall not operate a commercial motor vehicle equipped with air brakes.

(5) A person, before operating a commercial motor vehicle, shall obtain required vehicle indorsements as
follows:

(a) A person, before operating a commercial motor vehicle pulling double trailers, shall procure the
appropriate vehicle group designation and a T vehicle indorsement under this act.

(b) A person, before operating a commercial motor vehicle that is a tank vehicle, shall procure the
appropriate vehicle group designation and an N vehicle indorsement under this act.

(c) A person, before operating a commercial motor vehicle carrying hazardous materials on which a
placard is required under 49 CFR parts 100 to 199, shall procure the appropriate vehicle group designation
and an H vehicle indorsement under this act.

(d) A person, before operating a commercial motor vehicle that is a tank vehicle carrying hazardous
material, shall procure the appropriate vehicle group designation and both an N and H vehicle indorsement,
which shall be designated by the code letter X on the person's operator's or chauffeur's license.

(e) A person, before operating a vehicle that is designed to transport 16 or more passengers including the
driver but is not a school bus shall procure the appropriate vehicle group designation and a P vehicle
indorsement under this act. An applicant for a P vehicle indorsement shall take the driving skills test in a
vehicle designed to transport 16 or more passengers including the driver.

(f) A person who does not currently possess a P indorsement, before operating a school bus designed to
transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver, shall procure the appropriate vehicle group designation,
pass the knowledge tests for the P and S indorsements, and procure the P and S vehicle indorsements under
this act. An applicant for an S vehicle indorsement shall take a driving skills test in a school bus designed to
transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver, that represents the same type of vehicle that the
applicant intends to operate as a school bus.

(g) A person who currently possesses a P indorsement, before operating a school bus designed to transport
16 or more passengers, including the driver, shall procure the appropriate vehicle group designation, pass the
knowledge test for an S indorsement, and procure an S vehicle indorsement under this act. An applicant for an
S vehicle indorsement shall take a driving skills test in a school bus designed to transport 16 or more
passengers, including the driver, that represents the same type of vehicle that the applicant intends to operate
as a school bus.

(6) An applicant for an indorsement shall take the knowledge and driving skills tests described and
required under 49 CFR part 383.

(7) The holder of an unexpired operator's or chauffeur's license may be issued a vehicle group designation
and indorsement valid for the remainder of the license upon meeting the qualifications of section 312f and
payment of the original vehicle group designation fee of $25.00 and an indorsement fee of $5.00 per
indorsement, and a corrected license fee of $18.00. A person required to procure an F vehicle indorsement
under subsection (9) shall pay an indorsement fee of $5.00.

(8) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (9) and (10), this section does not apply to a driver or
operator of a vehicle under all of the following conditions:

(a) The vehicle is controlled and operated by a farmer or an employee or family member of the farmer.
(b) The vehicle is used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery, farm supplies, or a combination

of these items, to or from a farm.
(c) The vehicle is not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier.
(d) The vehicle is operated within 150 miles of the farm.
(9) A person, before driving or operating a combination of vehicles having a gross vehicle weight rating of
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designation or indorsement shall include subjects designed to cover the type or general class of vehicle to be
operated. A person shall pass an examination that includes a driving skills test designed to test competency of
the applicant for an original vehicle group designation and passenger indorsement on an operator's or
chauffeur's license to drive that type or general class of vehicle upon the highways of this state with safety to
persons and property. The secretary of state shall waive the driving skills test for a person operating a vehicle
that is used under the conditions described in section 312e(8)(a) to (d) unless the vehicle has a gross vehicle
weight rating of 26,001 pounds or more on the power unit and is to be used to carry hazardous materials on
which a placard is required under 49 CFR parts 100 to 199. The driving skills test may be waived if the
applicant has a valid license with the appropriate vehicle group designation, passenger vehicle indorsement,
or school bus indorsement in another state issued in compliance with 49 USC 31301 to 31317.

(2) Except for a person who has held an operator's or chauffeur's license for less than 1 year, the secretary
of state shall waive the knowledge test and the driving skills test and issue a 1-year seasonal restricted vehicle
group designation to an otherwise qualified applicant to operate a group B or a group C vehicle for a farm
related service industry if all of the following conditions are met:

(a) The applicant meets the requirements of 49 CFR 383.77.
(b) The seasons for which the seasonal restricted vehicle group designation is issued are from April 2 to

June 30 and from September 2 to November 30 only of a 12-month period or, at the option of the applicant,
for not more than 180 days from the date of issuance in a 12-month period.

(c) The commercial motor vehicle for which the seasonal restricted vehicle group designation is issued
shall be operated only if all the following conditions are met:

(i) The commercial motor vehicle is operated only on routes within 150 miles from the place of business to
the farm or farms being served.

(ii) The commercial motor vehicle does not transport a quantity of hazardous materials on which a placard
under 49 CFR parts 100 to 199 is required except for the following:

(A) Diesel motor fuel in quantities of 1,000 gallons or less.
(B) Liquid fertilizers in quantities of 3,000 gallons or less.
(C) Solid fertilizers that are not transported with any organic substance.
(iii) The commercial motor vehicle does not require the H, N, P, S, T, or X vehicle indorsement.
(3) A seasonal restricted vehicle group designation under this section shall be issued, suspended, revoked,

canceled, denied, or renewed in accordance with this act.
(4) The secretary of state may enter into an agreement with another public or private corporation or agency

to conduct a driving skills test required under this section, section 312e, or 49 CFR part 383. Before the
secretary of state authorizes a person to administer a corporation's or agency's driver skills testing operations
or authorizes an examiner to conduct a driving skills test, that person or examiner must complete both a state
and federal bureau of investigation fingerprint based criminal history check through the department of state
police.

(5) The secretary of state shall not issue a vehicle group designation or a vehicle indorsement to an
applicant for an original vehicle group designation or vehicle indorsement under section 312e or may cancel
all vehicle group designations or endorsements on a person's operator's or chauffeur's license to whom 1 or
more of the following apply:

(a) The applicant has had his or her license suspended or revoked for a reason other than as provided in
section 321a, 515, 732a, or 801c or section 30 of the support and parenting time enforcement act, 1982 PA
295, MCL 552.630, in the 36 months immediately preceding application. However, a vehicle group
designation may be issued if the suspension or revocation was due to a temporary medical condition or failure
to appear at a reexamination as provided in section 320.

(b) The applicant was convicted of or incurred a bond forfeiture in relation to a 6-point violation as
provided in section 320a in the 24 months immediately preceding application if the violation occurred while
the applicant was operating a commercial motor vehicle, or a violation of section 625(3) or former section
625b, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 625(3) or former section 625b in the 24
months immediately preceding application, if the applicant was operating any type of motor vehicle.

(c) The applicant is listed on the national driver register, the commercial driver license information system,
or the driving records of the state in which the applicant was previously licensed as being disqualified from
operating a commercial motor vehicle or as having a license or driving privilege suspended, revoked,
canceled, or denied.

(d) The applicant is listed on the national driver register, the commercial driver license information system,
or the driving records of the state in which the applicant was previously licensed as having had a license
suspended, revoked, or canceled in the 36 months immediately preceding application if a suspension or
revocation would have been imposed under this act had the applicant been licensed in this state in the original
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1984, Act 289, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;¾Am. 1985, Act 67, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1985;¾Am. 1988, Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1990;¾Am. 1989, Act
280, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 1990;¾Am. 2000, Act 173, Imd. Eff. June 20, 2000;¾Am. 2002,
Act 554, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004;¾Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act
7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2008;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”

Administrative rules: R 257.851 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.314a Repealed. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979.
Compiler's note: The repealed section provided for 3-year license to phase in 4-year license.

257.314b Repealed. 2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to two-year license for certain licensed drivers.

257.315 Operator's and chauffeur's license; change of address; notice; use of residence
address on qualified voter file; failure to report change; violation; penalty;
nonappealability.
Sec. 315. (1) An operator or chauffeur who changes his or her residence before the expiration of a license

granted under this chapter shall immediately notify the secretary of state of his or her new residence address.
A change of address notification shall be in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state and may include
notification by personally appearing at a branch office of the secretary of state or other location designated by
the secretary of state, or a notification by mail, telephone, electronically, by submitting a voter registration
application unless the person registers to vote in a city, village, or township that prohibits the operation of
motor vehicles by law or ordinance, or by any other means prescribed by the secretary of state. The secretary
of state shall provide the person changing his or her residence address the notice required by section 307(1)(c)
that, under sections 509o and 509r of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.509o and 168.509r,
the secretary of state is required to use the residence address provided on this change of address application as
the person's residence address on the qualified voter file for voter registration and voting. However, a person
may submit to the secretary of state a mailing address that is different than his or her residence address.

(2) Upon receiving a change of address notification, the secretary of state shall change the person's driver
license record to indicate the new residence address. The secretary of state shall provide the person with a
new license or a label or some other mechanism containing the new residence address. Upon receipt of the
label or other mechanism, the person shall affix the label or mechanism to his or her operator's or chauffeur's
license as prescribed by the secretary of state. If the secretary of state furnished the person with a new license,
the person shall destroy his or her old license and replace it with the new license.

(3) If a person fails to report a change of his or her residence address as required under this section and
subsequently there is no response to a notice mailed to the residence address shown by the record of the
secretary of state or if the person has provided the secretary of state a mailing address different from his or her
residence address and there is no response to a notice mailed to that mailing address, the secretary of state
may immediately suspend or revoke his or her license. A person who fails to report a change of his or her
residence address is responsible for a civil infraction.

(4) A person shall not knowingly report a change of address to the secretary of state for himself or herself
that is not his or her residence address. A person shall not knowingly report a change of address to the
secretary of state for another person without the consent of the other person. A person who is convicted of a
violation of this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days
or a fine of $1,000.00, or both. Upon receiving the abstract of a conviction under this subsection, the secretary
of state may suspend the person's operator's or chauffeur's license for 6 months. The secretary of state shall
not issue a restricted license to the person during the suspension.

(5) Upon a second or subsequent conviction under subsection (4), a person is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of $5,000.00, or both. Upon receiving the
abstract of a second or subsequent conviction under subsection (4), the secretary of state shall revoke the
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person's operator's or chauffeur's license.
(6) The suspension or revocation of an operator's or chauffeur's license under subsection (4) or (5) is not

appealable under section 323.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 206, Eff. Aug. 1, 1966;¾Am. 1999, Act 118, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000;¾Am.

2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2008.

257.316 Operator's or chauffeur's license; filing and indexing applications; records.
Sec. 316. The secretary of state shall file each application for an operator's or chauffeur's license and index

the application by name and number. The secretary of state shall maintain suitable records of licenses issued,
applications for licenses denied, and a record of licenses which have been revoked, canceled, or suspended.
The secretary of state shall note upon those records each conviction, civil infraction determination, and
probate court finding of the person to whom the license is granted, as provided in this act, and shall preserve
those records for not less than 6 years after the date of application.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am.
2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.

257.316a Repealed. 1990, Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to qualifications of school bus drivers and substitutes.

CANCELLATION, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF LICENSES

257.317 Suspension or revocation of right of nonresident to operate vehicle in state; driving
while privilege suspended, revoked, or denied; forwarding certified copy of record;
notification to other states.
Sec. 317. (1) The secretary of state may suspend, deny, or revoke the right of a nonresident to operate a

motor vehicle in this state for a cause for which the license of a resident driver may be suspended, denied, or
revoked. A nonresident who drives a motor vehicle upon a highway when the privilege to drive has been
suspended, revoked, or denied by the secretary of state is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as provided in
section 904.

(2) The secretary of state, upon receiving a record of the conviction, civil infraction determination,
suspension, revocation, or forfeiture of bail in this state of a nonresident of a violation the record of which is
required to be maintained under section 204a, shall forward a certified copy of the record to the motor vehicle
administrator or other appropriate officer in the state in which the person is a resident.

(3) Beginning October 1, 2005, within 30 days after an appeal is completed or the appeal period has
expired if an appeal is not made in a conviction, civil infraction determination, or bond forfeiture entered
against a nonresident in this state for a violation committed while operating a commercial motor vehicle or
any violation for a commercial driver license holder regardless of vehicle type, except a parking violation, the
secretary of state shall notify the motor vehicle administration or other appropriate officer of the state where
the nonresident is licensed of that conviction, determination, or forfeiture. Beginning October 1, 2008, the
secretary of state must give notice under this subsection within 10 days after an appeal is completed or the
appeal period has expired if an appeal is not made.

(4) If the secretary of state suspends, revokes, cancels, or denies the driving privileges of a nonresident for
60 days or more and that nonresident is licensed by another state to operate a commercial motor vehicle, the
secretary of state shall, within 10 days after the effective date of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or
denial, forward a notification about that suspension, revocation, cancellation, or denial to the motor vehicle
administrator or other appropriate officer of the state where the nonresident is licensed to operate a motor
vehicle. A notice given under this subsection must include both the denial, if any, and the violation that
caused the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or denial of the nonresident's driving privileges.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1967, Act 226, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾
Am. 1978, Act 139, Eff. May 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1993, Act 359, Eff. Sept. 1, 1994;¾Am. 2004, Act
362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.

257.318 Suspension or revocation of license of person convicted or determined responsible
for violation in another state.
Sec. 318. The secretary of state may suspend or revoke the license issued under this act upon receiving

notice of the conviction of that person in another state of an offense in that state, or the determination of
responsibility of that person in an administrative adjudication in another state for a violation in that state
which, if committed in this state, would be grounds for the suspension or revocation of the license of an
operator or chauffeur.
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months.
(b) If the person has 1 or more convictions for an offense described in this subsection within 7 years, for 1

year.
(10) For a violation of section 315(4), the secretary of state may suspend the person's license for 6 months.
(11) For a violation or attempted violation of section 411a(2) of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328,

MCL 750.411a, involving a school, the secretary of state shall suspend the license of a person 14 years of age
or over but less than 21 years of age until 3 years after the date of the conviction or juvenile disposition for
the violation. The secretary of state may issue the person a restricted license after the first 365 days of
suspension.

(12) For a second or subsequent violation of section 701(1) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998,
1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1701, by an individual who is not a retail licensee or a retail licensee's clerk, agent, or
employee, the secretary of state shall suspend the person's license for 180 days. The secretary of state may
issue a person a restricted license during all or a specified portion of the suspension.

(13) Except as provided in subsection (15), a suspension under this section shall be imposed
notwithstanding a court order unless the court order complies with section 323.

(14) If the secretary of state receives records of more than 1 conviction of a person resulting from the same
incident, a suspension shall be imposed only for the violation to which the longest period of suspension
applies under this section.

(15) The secretary of state may waive a restriction, suspension, or revocation of a person's license imposed
under this act if the person submits proof that a court in another state revoked, suspended, or restricted his or
her license for a period equal to or greater than the period of a restriction, suspension, or revocation
prescribed under this act for the violation and that the revocation, suspension, or restriction was served for the
violation, or may grant a restricted license.

(16) The secretary of state shall not issue a restricted license to a person whose license is suspended under
this section unless a restricted license is authorized under this section and the person is otherwise eligible for a
license.

(17) The secretary of state shall not issue a restricted license to a person under subsection (8) that would
permit the person to operate a commercial motor vehicle.

(18) Except as provided in subsection (17), a restricted license issued under this section shall permit the
person to whom it is issued to take any driving skills test required by the secretary of state and to operate a
vehicle under 1 or more of the following circumstances:

(a) In the course of the person's employment or occupation.
(b) To and from any combination of the following:
(i) The person's residence.
(ii) The person's work location.
(iii) An alcohol or drug education or treatment program as ordered by the court.
(iv) The court probation department.
(v) A court-ordered community service program.
(vi) An educational institution at which the person is enrolled as a student.
(vii) A place of regularly occurring medical treatment for a serious condition for the person or a member of

the person's household or immediate family.
(19) While driving with a restricted license, the person shall carry proof of his or her destination and the

hours of any employment, class, or other reason for traveling and shall display that proof upon a peace
officer's request.

(20) Subject to subsection (22), as used in subsection (8), "prior conviction" means a conviction for any of
the following, whether under a law of this state, a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a law of this
state, or a law of another state substantially corresponding to a law of this state:

(a) Except as provided in subsection (21), a violation or attempted violation of any of the following:
(i) Section 625, except a violation of section 625(2), or a violation of any prior enactment of section 625 in

which the defendant operated a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor or a
controlled substance, or a combination of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance, or while
visibly impaired, or with an unlawful bodily alcohol content.

(ii) Section 625m.
(iii) Former section 625b.
(b) Negligent homicide, manslaughter, or murder resulting from the operation of a vehicle or an attempt to

commit any of those crimes.
(c) Beginning October 31, 2010, a violation of section 601d or section 626(3) or (4).
(21) Except for purposes of the suspensions described in subsection (8)(c) and (d), only 1 violation or
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of the person, or notice that a court or administrative tribunal has found the person responsible, for a violation
of section 319d(4) or 319f, a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 319d(4) or 319f, or a law
or local ordinance of another state, the United States, Canada, the United Mexican States, or a local
jurisdiction of either of these countries substantially corresponding to section 319d(4) or 319f, while operating
a commercial motor vehicle. The period of suspension or revocation is as follows:

(a) Suspension for 180 days if the person is convicted of or found responsible for a violation of section
319d(4) or 319f while operating a commercial motor vehicle.

(b) Suspension for 180 days if the person is convicted of or found responsible for a violation of section
319d(4) or 319f while operating a commercial motor vehicle that is either carrying hazardous material
required to have a placard under 49 CFR parts 100 to 199 or designed to carry 16 or more passengers,
including the driver.

(c) Suspension for 2 years if the person is convicted of or found responsible for 2 violations, in any
combination, of section 319d(4) or 319f while operating a commercial motor vehicle arising from 2 or more
separate incidents during a 10-year period.

(d) Suspension for 3 years if the person is convicted of or found responsible for 3 or more violations, in
any combination, of section 319d(4) or 319f while operating a commercial motor vehicle arising from 3 or
more separate incidents during a 10-year period.

(e) Suspension for 3 years if the person is convicted of or found responsible for 2 or more violations, in
any combination, of section 319d(4) or 319f while operating a commercial motor vehicle carrying hazardous
material required to have a placard under 49 CFR parts 100 to 199, or designed to carry 16 or more
passengers, including the driver, arising from 2 or more separate incidents during a 10-year period.

(4) The secretary of state shall suspend or revoke, as applicable, any privilege to operate a commercial
motor vehicle as directed by the federal government or its designee.

(5) For the purpose of this section only, a bond forfeiture or a determination by a court of original
jurisdiction or an authorized administrative tribunal that a person has violated the law is considered a
conviction.

(6) The secretary of state shall suspend or revoke a vehicle group designation under subsection (1) or deny,
cancel, or revoke a hazardous material indorsement under subsection (2) notwithstanding a suspension,
restriction, revocation, or denial of an operator's or chauffeur's license or vehicle group designation under
another section of this act or a court order issued under another section of this act or a local ordinance
substantially corresponding to another section of this act.

(7) A conviction, bond forfeiture, or civil infraction determination, or notice that a court or administrative
tribunal has found a person responsible for a violation described in this subsection while the person was
operating a noncommercial motor vehicle counts against the person who holds a license to operate a
commercial motor vehicle the same as if the person had been operating a commercial motor vehicle at the
time of the violation. For the purpose of this subsection, a noncommercial motor vehicle does not include a
recreational vehicle used off-road. This subsection applies to the following state law violations or a local
ordinance substantially corresponding to any of those violations or a law of another state or out-of-state
jurisdiction substantially corresponding to any of those violations:

(a) Operating a vehicle in violation of section 625.
(b) Refusing to submit to a chemical test of his or her blood, breath, or urine for the purpose of determining

the amount of alcohol or the presence of a controlled substance or both in the person's blood, breath, or urine
as required by a law or local ordinance of this or another state.

(c) Leaving the scene of an accident.
(d) Using a vehicle to commit a felony.
(8) When determining the applicability of conditions listed in this section, the secretary of state shall

consider only violations that occurred after January 1, 1990.
(9) When determining the applicability of conditions listed in subsection (1)(a) or (b), the secretary of state

shall count only from incident date to incident date.
(10) As used in this section:
(a) "Felony in which a commercial motor vehicle was used" means a felony during the commission of

which the person convicted operated a commercial motor vehicle and while the person was operating the
vehicle 1 or more of the following circumstances existed:

(i) The vehicle was used as an instrument of the felony.
(ii) The vehicle was used to transport a victim of the felony.
(iii) The vehicle was used to flee the scene of the felony.
(iv) The vehicle was necessary for the commission of the felony.
(b) "Serious traffic violation" means any of the following:
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out-of-service order; violations; penalty.
Sec. 319d. (1) A person, whether licensed or not, shall not operate a commercial motor vehicle within this

state with an alcohol content of 0.015 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or
per 67 milliliters of urine.

(2) A peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe that a person was operating a commercial motor
vehicle within the state with an alcohol content of 0.015 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210
liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine, as measured by a preliminary chemical breath analysis or a
chemical test provided under section 625a, shall order the person out-of-service immediately for 24 hours,
which shall begin upon issuance of the order.

(3) A peace officer shall immediately order a person who refuses to submit to a preliminary chemical
breath analysis requested or a chemical test provided under section 625a out-of-service for 24 hours, which
shall begin when the order is issued.

(4) A person ordered out-of-service as described in this section shall not operate a commercial motor
vehicle within this state during the 24-hour out-of-service period.

(5) A peace officer who issues an out-of-service order under this section shall provide for the safe and
expeditious disposition of a product carried by a commercial motor vehicle that is hazardous or would result
in damage to the vehicle, human health, or the environment.

(6) Failure to comply with subsection (1) is not a civil infraction or criminal violation of this act.
(7) A person who violates subsection (4) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not

more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
History: Add. 1988, Act 346, Imd. Eff. Oct. 25, 1988;¾Am. 1991, Act 100, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 1994, Act 449, Eff. May 1,

1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 404, Eff. Dec. 21, 1996;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”

257.319e Receipt of abstract of conviction; suspension of license; waiver or restrictions;
conditions; suspension of license prohibited; definitions.
Sec. 319e. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon receipt of an abstract of conviction for a

person for an attempt to violate, a conspiracy to violate, or a violation of part 74 or section 17766a of the
public health code, Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, being sections 333.7401 to 333.7461 and
333.17766a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or of a local ordinance that prohibits conduct prohibited under
part 74 or section 17766a of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, the secretary of state shall immediately
suspend the license of the person for the period specified in the abstract of conviction.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon receipt of an abstract of conviction for a person for
an attempt to violate, a conspiracy to violate, or a violation of a law of another state that regulates the
possession, distribution, manufacture, cultivation, sale, or transfer of a substance the possession of which is
prohibited under the controlled substances act; or for an attempt to violate, a conspiracy to violate, or a
violation of the controlled substances act, title II of the comprehensive drug abuse prevention and control act
of 1970, Public Law 91-513, 84 Stat. 1242, the secretary of state shall immediately suspend the license of the
person, as follows:

(a) For a period of 6 months, if the person does not have a prior conviction within 7 years of the violation.
(b) For a period of 1 year, if the person has 1 or more prior convictions within 7 years of the violation.
(3) The secretary of state may waive the suspension of a person's license imposed under subsection (2) or

grant restrictions if the person convicted of a violation described in subsection (2) submits proof that he or she
served a term of imprisonment that exceeded 1 year for the violation, or submits proof of both of the
following:

(a) That a court revoked, suspended, or restricted his or her license for a period equal to or greater than the
period of a suspension prescribed under subsection (2) for the violation.

(b) That the revocation, suspension, or restriction described in subdivision (a) was served for the violation.
(4) The secretary of state shall not suspend the license of a person if the person is sentenced to life

imprisonment or a minimum term of imprisonment that exceeds 1 year for an attempt to violate, a conspiracy
Rendered Thursday, February 02, 2012 Page 124 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 323 of 2011

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov





state.
(c) A person who voluntarily chooses to attend.
(3) For the purpose of referral as provided in this section, the court, after entry of judgment of conviction

for a misdemeanor, may stay the imposition of sentence until the violator has attended the school. A person
referred to a school by a court or by the secretary of state may attend any school in the state which has been
established in conformity with this section.

(4) A fee not to exceed $10.00 may be charged for attendance at the school. The fees shall be established
by the advisory board and shall be used to defray the cost of instruction, materials, and clinical services.

(5) A person shall not be referred to a school which has not been approved by the advisory board and the
superintendent of public instruction.

History: Add. 1957, Act 230, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1998, Act 358, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

Administrative rules: R 340.431 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.320c Issuance of license after suspension or revocation; examination; qualifications;
exception.
Sec. 320c. Before a license is issued to a person whose license has been suspended or revoked, the person

may be examined in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state and shall be required to meet all of the
qualifications prescribed in section 309. An examination shall not be required if the license has been
suspended pursuant to section 321a.

History: Add. 1966, Act 174, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1966;¾Am. 1978, Act 391, Eff. Jan. 15, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31,
1981;¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.320d Basic driver improvement course; eligibility; database; use; fees; basic driver
improvement course fund; study; report; approval of basic driver improvement course
sponsors; "approved sponsor" defined.
Sec. 320d. (1) Notwithstanding section 320a, the secretary of state shall not enter the points corresponding

to a moving violation committed by an individual the secretary of state determines to be eligible under this
section on the individual's driving record or make information concerning that violation available to any
insurance company if the individual attends and successfully completes a basic driver improvement course
under this section and an approved sponsor provides a certificate of successful completion of that course to
the secretary of state within 60 days of the date on which the secretary of state notified the individual that he
or she was eligible to take a basic driver improvement course.

(2) The secretary of state shall determine if an individual is eligible under subsection (3) to attend a basic
driver improvement course upon receipt of an abstract of a moving violation. If the secretary of state
determines that an individual is eligible to attend a basic driver improvement course, the secretary of state
shall do all of the following:

(a) Notify the individual of his or her eligibility by first-class mail at the individual's last known address as
indicated on the individual's operator's or chauffeur's license, and inform the individual of the location of
basic driver improvement courses, and inform the individual of the manner and time within which the
individual is required to attend and complete a basic driver improvement course.

(b) If an approved sponsor does not provide notice of successful completion of the course by the individual
within the 60 days, the secretary of state shall enter the points required under section 320a.

(3) An individual is ineligible to take a basic driver improvement course if any of the following apply:
(a) The violation occurred while the individual was operating a commercial motor vehicle or was licensed

as a commercial driver while operating a noncommercial motor vehicle at the time of the offense.
(b) The violation is a criminal offense.
(c) The violation is a violation for which 4 or more points may be assessed under section 320a.
(d) The violation is a violation of section 626b, 627(9), 627a, or 682.
(e) The individual was cited for more than 1 moving violation arising from the same incident.
(f) The individual's license was suspended under section 321a(2) in connection with the violation.
(g) The individual previously successfully completed a basic driver improvement course.
(h) The individual has 3 or more points on his or her driving record.
(i) The individual's operator's or chauffeur's license is restricted, suspended, or revoked, or the individual

was not issued an operator's or chauffeur's license.
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319(7) shall pay a license reinstatement fee of $125.00 to the secretary of state before a license is issued or
returned to the person. The fee shall be waived if the license was suspended or restricted because of the
person's mental or physical infirmity or disability.

(3) A person whose operator's or chauffeur's license is suspended, revoked, or restricted pursuant to section
319e shall pay a license reinstatement fee of $125.00 to the secretary of state before a license is issued or
returned to the person. Of the $125.00 fee, $95.00 shall be allocated to the department of state and $30.00
shall be deposited by the department of treasury in the drug case information management fund created under
section 323d.

(4) A person whose operator's or chauffeur's license is suspended as provided in section 321c shall pay a
license reinstatement fee of $85.00 to the secretary of state before a license is issued or returned to the person.
The fee shall be deposited in the state general fund and shall be used to defray the expenses of the secretary of
state in processing the suspension and reinstatement of driver licenses under this section.

(5) The secretary of state shall assess points and take licensing action, including suspending, revoking, or
denying a license under this act, according to the law in effect at the time of the conspiracy to commit the
offense or at the time the offense was committed or attempted or the civil infraction occurred. If 1 or more of
the convictions involved in a licensing sanction is a violation or attempted violation of this act committed or
attempted after January 1, 1992, the secretary of state shall apply the law in effect after January 1, 1992.

(6) Judicial review of an administrative licensing sanction under section 303 shall be governed by the law
in effect at the time the offense was committed or attempted. If 1 or more of the convictions involved in an
administrative licensing sanction is a violation or attempted violation of this act committed or attempted after
January 1, 1992, judicial review of that sanction shall be governed by the law in effect after January 1, 1992.

History: Add. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1983, Act 18, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29, 1983;¾Am. 1987, Act 232, Imd. Eff. Dec.
28, 1987;¾Am. 1991, Act 98, Eff. Oct. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1993, Act 359, Eff. Sept. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1994, Act 449, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am.
1996, Act 240, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1996, Act 493, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1998, Act 346, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 152,
Eff. Oct. 1, 2003.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.321 Surrender of license; replacement.
Sec. 321. Upon suspending or revoking a license, the department shall require that the license be

surrendered to and be destroyed by the department. At the end of the suspension period, the licensee may
obtain a replacement license.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

257.321a Failure to answer citation or notice to appear in court; failure to comply with order
or judgment; misdemeanor; notice and duration of suspension; exceptions; effect of
failure to appear; giving copy of information transmitted to secretary of state to person;
driver license reinstatement fees; suspension of chauffeur's license.
Sec. 321a. (1) A person who fails to answer a citation, or a notice to appear in court for a violation

reportable to the secretary of state under section 732 or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a
violation of a law of this state reportable to the secretary of state under section 732, or for any matter pending,
or who fails to comply with an order or judgment of the court, including, but not limited to, paying all fines,
costs, fees, and assessments, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93
days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both. A violation of this subsection or failure to answer a citation
or notice to appear for a violation of section 33b(1) of former 1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, section 703(1) of the
Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703, or a local ordinance substantially
corresponding to either of those sections shall not be considered a violation for any purpose under section
320a.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), 28 days or more after a person fails to answer a citation, or a
notice to appear in court for a violation reportable to the secretary of state under section 732 or a local
ordinance substantially corresponding to a violation of a law of this state reportable to the secretary of state
under section 732, or for any matter pending, or fails to comply with an order or judgment of the court,
including, but not limited to, paying all fines, costs, fees, and assessments, the court shall give notice by mail
at the last known address of the person that if the person fails to appear or fails to comply with the order or
judgment within 14 days after the notice is issued, the secretary of state shall suspend the person's operator's
or chauffeur's license. If the person fails to appear or fails to comply with the order or judgment within the
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14-day period, the court shall, within 14 days, inform the secretary of state, who shall immediately suspend
the license of the person. The secretary of state shall immediately notify the person of the suspension by
regular mail at the person's last known address.

(3) If the person is charged with, or convicted of, a violation of section 625 or a local ordinance
substantially corresponding to section 625(1), (2), (3), (6), or (8) and the person fails to answer a citation or a
notice to appear in court, or for any matter pending, or fails to comply with an order or judgment of the court,
including, but not limited to, paying all fines, costs, and crime victim rights assessments, the court shall
immediately give notice by first-class mail sent to the person's last known address that if the person fails to
appear within 7 days after the notice is issued, or fails to comply with the order or judgment of the court,
including, but not limited to, paying all fines, costs, and crime victim rights assessments, within 14 days after
the notice is issued, the secretary of state shall suspend the person's operator's or chauffeur's license. If the
person fails to appear within the 7-day period, or fails to comply with the order or judgment of the court,
including, but not limited to, paying all fines, costs, and crime victim rights assessments, within the 14-day
period, the court shall immediately inform the secretary of state who shall immediately suspend the person's
operator's or chauffeur's license and notify the person of the suspension by first-class mail sent to the person's
last known address.

(4) If the person is charged with, or convicted of, a violation of section 33b(1) of former 1933 (Ex Sess)
PA 8, section 703(1) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703, section 624a,
section 624b, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to those sections and the person fails to answer
a citation or a notice to appear in court issued pursuant to section 33b of former 1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, section
703 of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703, section 624a, section 624b, or
a local ordinance substantially corresponding to those sections or fails to comply with an order or judgment of
the court issued pursuant to section 33b of former 1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, section 703 of the Michigan liquor
control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703, section 624a, section 624b, or a local ordinance
substantially corresponding to those sections including, but not limited to, paying all fines and costs, the court
shall immediately give notice by first-class mail sent to the person's last known address that if the person fails
to appear within 7 days after the notice is issued, or fails to comply with the order or judgment of the court,
including, but not limited to, paying all fines and costs, within 14 days after the notice is issued, the secretary
of state shall suspend the person's operator's or chauffeur's license. If the person fails to appear within the
7-day period, or fails to comply with the order or judgment of the court, including, but not limited to, paying
all fines and costs, within the 14-day period, the court shall immediately inform the secretary of state who
shall immediately suspend the person's operator's or chauffeur's license and notify the person of the
suspension by first-class mail sent to the person's last known address.

(5) A suspension imposed under subsection (2) or (3) remains in effect until both of the following occur:
(a) The secretary of state is notified by each court in which the person failed to answer a citation or notice

to appear or failed to pay a fine or cost that the person has answered that citation or notice to appear or paid
that fine or cost.

(b) The person has paid to the court a $45.00 driver license clearance fee for each failure to answer a
citation or failure to pay a fine or cost.

(6) The court shall not notify the secretary of state, and the secretary of state shall not suspend the person's
license, if the person fails to appear in response to a citation issued for, or fails to comply with an order or
judgment involving 1 or more of the following infractions:

(a) The parking or standing of a vehicle.
(b) A pedestrian, passenger, or bicycle violation, other than a violation of section 33b(1) or (2) of former

1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, section 703(1) or (2) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL
436.1703, section 624a or 624b, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 33b(1) or (2) of
former 1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, section 703(1) or (2) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58,
MCL 436.1703, or section 624a or 624b.

(7) The court may notify a person who has done either of the following, that if the person does not appear
within 10 days after the notice is issued, the court will inform the secretary of state of the person's failure to
appear:

(a) Failed to answer 2 or more parking violation notices or citations for violating a provision of this act or
an ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this act pertaining to parking for persons with
disabilities.

(b) Failed to answer 6 or more parking violation notices or citations regarding illegal parking.
(8) The secretary of state, upon being informed of the failure of a person to appear or comply as provided

in subsection (7), shall not issue a license to the person or renew a license for the person until both of the
following occur:
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(a) The court informs the secretary of state that the person has resolved all outstanding matters regarding
the notices or citations.

(b) The person has paid to the court a $45.00 driver license clearance fee. If the court determines that the
person is responsible for only 1 parking violation under subsection (7)(a) or less than 6 parking violations
under subsection (7)(b) for which the person's license was not issued or renewed under this subsection, the
court may waive payment of the fee.

(9) Not less than 28 days after a person fails to appear in response to a citation issued for, or fails to
comply with an order or judgment involving, a state civil infraction described in chapter 88 of the revised
judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.8801 to 600.8835, the court shall give notice by ordinary
mail, addressed to the person's last known address, that if the person fails to appear or fails to comply with the
order or judgment described in this subsection within 14 days after the notice is issued, the court will give to
the secretary of state notice of that failure. Upon receiving notice of that failure, the secretary of state shall not
issue or renew an operator's or chauffeur's license for the person until both of the following occur:

(a) The court informs the secretary of state that the person has resolved all outstanding matters regarding
each notice or citation.

(b) The person has paid to the court a $45.00 driver license clearance fee. If the court determines that the
person is not responsible for any violation for which the person's license was not issued or renewed under this
subsection, the court shall waive the fee.

(10) For the purposes of subsections (5)(a), (8)(a), and (9)(a), the court shall give to the person a copy of
the information being transmitted to the secretary of state. Upon showing that copy, the person shall not be
arrested or issued a citation for driving on a suspended license, on an expired license, or without a license on
the basis of any matter resolved under subsection (5)(a), (8)(a), or (9)(a), even if the information being sent to
the secretary of state has not yet been received or recorded by the department.

(11) For each fee received under subsection (5)(b), (8)(b), or (9)(b), the court shall transmit the following
amounts on a monthly basis:

(a) Fifteen dollars to the secretary of state. The funds received by the secretary of state under this
subdivision shall be deposited in the state general fund and shall be used to defray the expenses of the
secretary of state in processing the suspension and reinstatement of driver licenses under this section.

(b) Fifteen dollars to 1 of the following, as applicable:
(i) If the matter is before the circuit court, to the treasurer of the county for deposit in the general fund.
(ii) If the matter is before the district court, to the treasurer of the district funding unit for that court, for

deposit in the general fund. As used in this section, "district funding unit" means that term as defined in
section 8104 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.8104.

(iii) If the matter is before a municipal court, to the treasurer of the city in which the municipal court is
located, for deposit in the general fund.

(c) Fifteen dollars to the juror compensation reimbursement fund created in section 151d of the revised
judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.151d.

(12) Section 819 does not apply to a reinstatement fee collected for an operator's or chauffeur's license that
is not issued or renewed under section 8827 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.8827.

(13) The secretary of state shall immediately suspend the operator's and chauffeur's license of a person
licensed to operate a commercial motor vehicle, or a person who operates a commercial motor vehicle without
a license to operate that vehicle, if the person fails to answer an out-state citation, or a notice to appear in a
court or an authorized administrative tribunal for a violation reportable to the secretary of state under section
732(16), or fails to comply with an order or judgment of an out-state court or an authorized administrative
tribunal reportable to the secretary of state under section 732(16), or fails to appear or fails to comply with the
out-state court or an authorized administrative tribunal order or judgment reportable to the secretary of state
under section 732(16), including, but not limited to, paying all fines, costs, fees, and assessments. For a
suspension imposed under this subsection, the secretary of state shall immediately notify the person of the
suspension by regular mail at the person's last known address.

(14) A suspension imposed under subsection (13) remains in effect until the secretary of state is notified by
the court or authorized administrative tribunal of the other state in which the person failed to answer a
citation, or notice to appear, or failed to pay a fine or cost, that the person has answered that citation or notice
to appear or has paid the fine or cost.

(15) The secretary of state shall not suspend the person's license under subsection (13) if the person fails to
appear in response to a citation issued for, or fails to comply with an order or judgment involving, the parking
or standing of a vehicle.

(16) The secretary of state, upon being informed of the failure of a person to appear or comply as provided
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educational institution, and does not have a family member or other person able to provide transportation. The
court order and license shall indicate the person's work location and the approved route or routes and
permitted times of travel. For purposes of this section, "work location" includes, as applicable, either or both
of the following:

(a) The specific place or places of employment.
(b) The territory or territories regularly visited by the person in pursuance of the person's occupation.
(2) If the person's license has been suspended pursuant to section 625f within the immediately preceding

7-year period, a restricted license shall not be issued.
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the court shall not issue a restricted license to a

person who has accumulated over 24 points, as provided in section 320a, within the 2-year period preceding
the date of the suspension of his or her license.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, the court shall not issue a restricted license to a person
to operate a commercial motor vehicle when a vehicle group designation is required to operate that vehicle.

History: Add. 1968, Act 335, Eff. Nov. 15, 1968;¾Am. 1978, Act 57, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 1978;¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30,
1983;¾Am. 1991, Act 99, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1991, Act 100, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am.
2004, Act 362, Imd. Eff. Oct. 4, 2004.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.323d Drug case information management fund; creation; purpose; expenditure; crediting
and investing money; reversion; distribution of amounts by state court administrator;
reimbursement of costs.
Sec. 323d. (1) The drug case information management fund is created as a separate fund in the state

treasury. The purpose of the fund is to help defray the costs of complying with requirements for the timely
management and reporting to the secretary of state of information concerning cases involving an attempt to
violate, a conspiracy to violate, or a violation of part 74 or section 17766a of the public health code, Act No.
368 of the Public Acts of 1978, being sections 333.7401 to 333.7461 and 333.17766a of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, or of a local ordinance that prohibits conduct prohibited under part 74 or section 17766a of
Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978. Money in the fund shall be expended only as provided in subsection
(3).

(2) The state treasurer shall credit the drug case information management fund with the money collected
from license reinstatement fees as provided in section 320e(2). The state treasurer may invest money
contained in the drug case information management fund in any manner authorized by law for the investment
of state money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or payment of
money as required by this section. The state treasurer shall credit all earnings from the fund to the fund.
Money in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not revert to the general
fund.

(3) The state court administrator, at the direction of the supreme court and upon confirmation of the
amount by the state treasurer, shall distribute from the drug case information management fund the total
amount available in a fiscal year to each circuit of the circuit court, each district of the district court, and each
probate court as provided in this subsection. The state court administrator, after reimbursement of costs as
provided in this subsection, shall distribute the balance of the drug case information management fund
annually after costs are disbursed to each circuit of the circuit court, each district of the district court, and each
probate court in an amount determined by multiplying the amount available for distribution by a fraction, the
numerator of which is the number of cases in which the defendant was charged with an attempt to violate, a
conspiracy to violate, or a violation of part 74 or section 17766a of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, or
a local ordinance that prohibits conduct prohibited under part 74 or section 17766a of Act No. 368 of the
Public Acts of 1978, in the prior calendar year in that circuit of the circuit court, that district of the district
court, or that probate court, as certified by the state court administrator, and the denominator of which is the
total number of cases in all circuits of the circuit court, all districts of the district court, and all probate courts
in which the defendant was charged with an attempt to violate, a conspiracy to violate, or a violation of part
74 of section 17766a of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, or a local ordinance that prohibits conduct
prohibited under part 74 or section 17766a of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978. The state court
administrative office shall be reimbursed annually from the drug case information management fund for all
reasonable costs associated with the administration of this section, including judicial and staff training, on-site
management assistance, forms development and conversion, and software development and conversion.
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History: Add. 1993, Act 359, Eff. Sept. 1, 1994.

VIOLATION OF LICENSE PROVISIONS

257.324 Prohibited conduct; void or canceled license.
Sec. 324. (1) A person shall not do any of the following:
(a) Display, or cause or permit to be displayed, or have in possession an operator's or chauffeur's license

knowing the operator's or chauffeur's license to be fictitious or to have been canceled, revoked, suspended, or
altered.

(b) Lend to or knowingly permit use of, by one not entitled to its use, the operator's or chauffeur's license
issued to the person lending or permitting the use of the operator's or chauffeur's license.

(c) Display or to represent as one's own any operator's or chauffeur's license not issued to the person
displaying the operator's or chauffeur's license.

(d) Fail or refuse to surrender to the department upon demand, any operator's or chauffeur's license which
has been suspended, canceled, or revoked as provided by law.

(e) Use a false or fictitious name or give a false or fictitious address in an application for an operator's or
chauffeur's license, or any renewal or duplicate of an operator's or chauffeur's license, or knowingly make a
false statement or knowingly conceal a material fact or otherwise commit a fraud in making an application.

(f) Alter or otherwise cause to be altered any operator's or chauffeur's license so as to knowingly make a
false statement or knowingly conceal a material fact in order to misrepresent as one's own the operator's or
chauffeur's license.

(g) Use or have in possession in committing a crime an operator's or chauffeur's license that has been
altered or that is used to knowingly make a false statement or to knowingly conceal a material fact in order to
misrepresent as one's own the operator's or chauffeur's license.

(h) Furnish to a peace officer false, forged, fictitious, or misleading verbal or written information
identifying the person as another person, if the person is detained for a violation of this act or of a local
ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this act.

(2) A license for an operator or chauffeur issued under this chapter upon an application that is untrue, or
that contains false statements as to any material matters, is absolutely void from the date of issuance. The
operator or chauffeur who was issued the license is considered unlicensed and the license issued shall be
returned upon request or order of the department. A person whose commercial driver license application is
voided or canceled under this subsection shall not reapply for a commercial driver license for at least 60 days
after an application is voided or canceled.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1959, Act 250, Imd. Eff. Aug. 21, 1959;¾Am. 1967, Act 17, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;
¾Am. 1985, Act 79, Eff. Oct. 1, 1985;¾Am. 2001, Act 159, Eff. Feb. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006.

257.325 Causing or permitting unlicensed minor to drive.
Sec. 325. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or knowingly permit any minor to drive a motor

vehicle upon a highway as an operator, unless the minor has first obtained a license to drive a motor vehicle
under the provisions of this chapter.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1972, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Feb. 19, 1972.

257.326 Operation of vehicle in violation of act; owner's permission prohibited.
Sec. 326. No person shall knowingly authorize or permit a motor vehicle owned by him or under his

control to be driven by any person in violation of any of the provisions of this act.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.327 Unlicensed chauffeur; employment prohibited.
Sec. 327. No person shall knowingly employ any chauffeur to operate a motor vehicle who is not licensed

as provided in this chapter.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.328 Producing evidence of motor vehicle insurance upon request of police officer;
violation as civil infraction; certificate of insurance as prima facie evidence that insurance
in force; contents; presentation of proof of insurance to court; civil infraction
determination; surrendering license unless proof of insurance submitted to court;
suspension of license by secretary of state; order; fee; renewal, transfer, or replacement
of registration plate; producing false evidence as misdemeanor; penalty; points; section
inapplicable to owner or operator of motor vehicle registered in other state or foreign
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country or province.
Sec. 328. (1) The owner of a motor vehicle who operates or permits the operation of the motor vehicle

upon the highways of this state or the operator of the motor vehicle shall produce, pursuant to subsection (2),
upon the request of a police officer, evidence that the motor vehicle is insured under chapter 31 of the
insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101 to 500.3179. Subject to section 907(16), an owner or
operator of a motor vehicle who fails to produce evidence of insurance under this subsection when requested
to produce that evidence or who fails to have motor vehicle insurance for the vehicle as required under
chapter 31 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101 to 500.3179, is responsible for a civil
infraction.

(2) A certificate of insurance, issued by an insurance company, that certifies that the security that meets the
requirements of sections 3101 and 3102 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101 and
500.3102, is in force shall be accepted as prima facie evidence that insurance is in force for the motor vehicle
described in the certificate of insurance until the expiration date shown on the certificate. The certificate, in
addition to describing the motor vehicles for which insurance is in effect, shall state the name of each person
named on the policy, policy declaration, or a declaration certificate whose operation of the vehicle would
cause the liability coverage of that insurance to become void.

(3) If, before the appearance date on the citation, the person submits proof to the court that the motor
vehicle had insurance meeting the requirements of sections 3101 and 3102 of the insurance code of 1956,
1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101 and 500.3102, at the time the violation of subsection (1) occurred, all of the
following apply:

(a) The court shall not assess a fine or costs.
(b) The court shall not cause an abstract of the court record to be forwarded to the secretary of state.
(c) The court may assess a fee of not more than $25.00, which shall be paid to the court funding unit.
(4) If an owner or operator of a motor vehicle is determined to be responsible for a violation of subsection

(1), the court in which the civil infraction determination is entered may require the person to surrender his or
her operator's or chauffeur's license unless proof that the vehicle has insurance meeting the requirements of
sections 3101 and 3102 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101 and 500.3102, is
submitted to the court. If the court requires the license to be surrendered, the court shall order the secretary of
state to suspend the person's license. The court shall immediately destroy the license and shall forward to the
secretary of state an abstract of the court record as required by section 732. Upon receipt of the abstract, the
secretary of state shall suspend the person's license beginning with the date on which a person is determined
to be responsible for the civil infraction for a period of 30 days or until proof of insurance meeting the
requirements of sections 3101 and 3102 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101 and
500.3102, is submitted to the secretary of state, whichever occurs later. A person who submits proof of
insurance to the secretary of state under this subsection shall pay a service fee of $25.00 to the secretary of
state. The person shall not be required to be examined as set forth in section 320c and shall not be required to
pay a replacement license fee.

(5) If an owner or operator of a motor vehicle is determined to be responsible for a violation of subsection
(1), the court in which the civil infraction determination is entered shall notify the secretary of state of the
vehicle registration number and the year and make of the motor vehicle being operated at the time of the
violation. This notification shall be made on the abstract or on a form approved by the supreme court
administrator. Upon receipt, the secretary of state shall immediately enter this information in the records of
the department. The secretary of state shall not renew, transfer, or replace the registration plate of the vehicle
involved in the violation or allow the purchase of a new registration plate for the vehicle involved in the
violation until the owner meets the requirements of section 227a or unless the vehicle involved in the
violation is transferred or sold to a person other than the owner's spouse, mother, father, sister, brother, or
child.

(6) An owner or operator of a motor vehicle who knowingly produces false evidence under this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or a fine of not more than
$1,000.00, or both.

(7) Points shall not be entered on a driver's record pursuant to section 320a for a violation of this section.
(8) This section does not apply to the owner or operator of a motor vehicle that is registered in a state other

than this state or a foreign country or province.
History: Add. 1980, Act 459, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 1981;¾Am. 1995, Act 287, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 1996;¾Am. 2004, Act 52, Eff. May 1,

2004.

257.329 Possessing, selling, or offering for sale a stolen, false, or counterfeit certificate of
insurance; penalty.
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Constitutionality: The guest passenger exception to the owners liability statute is unconstitutional. Manistee Bank & Trust Company
v McGowan, 394 Mich 655; 232 NW2d 636 (1975).

257.401a “Owner” defined.
Sec. 401a. As used in this chapter, “owner” does not include a person engaged in the business of leasing

motor vehicles who is the lessor of a motor vehicle pursuant to a lease providing for the use of the motor
vehicle by the lessee for a period that is greater than 30 days.

History: Add. 1988, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 23, 1988.

257.402 Rear end collision; prima facie evidence of negligence.
Sec. 402. (a) In any action, in any court in this state when it is shown by competent evidence, that a vehicle

traveling in a certain direction, overtook and struck the rear end of another vehicle proceeding in the same
direction, or lawfully standing upon any highway within this state, the driver or operator of such first
mentioned vehicle shall be deemed prima facie guilty of negligence. This section shall apply, in appropriate
cases, to the owner of such first mentioned vehicle and to the employer of its driver or operator.

(b) This section may not be invoked by the owner of any vehicle, the rear of which was struck under the
circumstances above mentioned, if the accident occurred between 1 hour after sunset and 1 hour before
sunrise, and the vehicle so struck did not, at the time, have a lighted lamp or lantern reasonably visible to the
drivers of vehicles approaching from the rear.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.403 Nonresident vehicle operators; service of process, manner, record; service upon
defendant, certification; taxable costs; application of section.
Sec. 403. (a) Service of summons in any action against a person, who at the time of such service is a

nonresident of this state, growing out of any accident or collision in which such person may have been
involved while operating a motor vehicle upon a public highway of this state or in which a motor vehicle
owned by him may have been involved while being operated with his consent, express or implied, on such
public highway, may be made upon the secretary of state as the true and lawful attorney of such person with
the same legal force as if served on him personally within this state. Service of such summons shall be made
by leaving a copy thereof with the secretary of state, or his deputy, who shall keep a record of each such
process and the day and hour of service, and such service shall be sufficient service upon such nonresident,
provided that notice of such service and a copy of the summons are forthwith either served upon the
defendant personally by the sheriff or constable of the county in which he resides or sent by registered mail by
the plaintiff or his attorney to the defendant. If personal service of such notice and copy of summons is had
upon the defendant the officer making the service shall so certify in his return which shall be filed with the
court having jurisdiction of said cause, or if service be made by registered mail then the plaintiff or his
attorney shall make an affidavit showing that he has made service of the notice of summons upon the
defendant by registered mail as herein provided and the affiant shall attach thereto a true copy of the
summons and notice so served and the registry receipt of the defendant and shall file the affidavit and
attached papers with the court having jurisdiction of the cause. The court in which the action is pending may
order such extension of time as may be necessary to afford the defendant reasonable opportunity to defend the
action.

The death of the nonresident shall not operate to revoke the appointment by the nonresident of the
secretary of state as his true and lawful attorney upon whom may be served the summons in an action against
him growing out of any such accident or collision; and in event of his death, any action growing out of such
accident or collision may be commenced or prosecuted against his executor or administrator duly appointed
by the state, territory or district of the United States or foreign country in which the nonresident was
domiciled at the time of his death, and service of the summons shall be made upon the secretary of state, and
personal service of such notice and the copy of the summons be had upon his executor or administrator in like
manner with the same force and effect as service upon such nonresident during his lifetime.

Any action or proceeding pending in any court of this state, in which the court shall have obtained
jurisdiction of such nonresident pursuant to the provision of this statute, shall not abate by reason of the death
of such nonresident, but his executor or administrator duly appointed in the state, territory or district of the
United States or foreign country in which he was domiciled at the time of his death, shall, upon the
application of the plaintiff in the action, and upon such notice as the court may prescribe, be brought in and
substituted in the place of the decedent, and the action or proceeding shall continue.

(b) The court shall include as taxable costs, in addition to other legal costs, against the plaintiff in case the
defendant shall prevail in such suit, the actual traveling expenses of the defendant from his residence to the
place of trial and return not to exceed the sum of $100.00.
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257.511 Nonpayment of judgment; certification to secretary of state; nonresidents.
Sec. 511. (1) If a person fails within 30 days to satisfy a judgment, the clerk of the court, or of the judge of

a court that has no clerk, in which the judgment is rendered shall forward to the secretary of state immediately
upon the request of the plaintiff or plaintiff's attorney after the expiration of 30 days an abstract of the court
record of the judgment properly certified, on forms supplied by the department.

(2) Failure, refusal, or neglect to comply with subsection (1) constitutes misconduct in office and is
grounds for removal from office.

(3) If the defendant named in an abstract of court record reported to the secretary of state under subsection
(1) is a nonresident, the secretary of state shall transmit a certified copy of the abstract of court record to the
official in charge of issuing licenses and registration certificates of the state in which the defendant resides.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 247, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2008.

257.512 Nonpayment of judgment; suspension of registration and nonresident's operating
privilege.
Sec. 512. The secretary of state upon receipt of a certified abstract of court record of a judgment rendered

in this state or any other state shall forthwith suspend the license and registration and any nonresident's
operating privilege of any person against whom such judgment was rendered, except as otherwise provided in
this chapter.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 140, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

257.512a Nonpayment of judgment; finding as to insurer, effect.
Sec. 512a. No license, registration or nonresident's operating privilege of any person shall be suspended

under the provisions of this chapter if the secretary of state finds that an insurer was obligated to pay the
judgment upon which the suspension is based, at least to the extent and for the amounts required in this
chapter, but has not paid the judgment for any reason. A finding by the secretary of state that an insurer is
obligated to pay a judgment is not binding upon the insurer and shall have no legal effect whatever except for
the purpose of administering this section. Whenever in any judicial proceedings it is determined by any final
judgment, decree or order that an insurer is not obligated to pay any judgment, the secretary of state,
notwithstanding any contrary finding theretofore made by him, shall forthwith suspend as provided in section
512 the license and registration and any nonresident's operating privilege of any person against whom the
judgment was rendered.

History: Add. 1964, Act 140, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

257.513 Duration of suspension of license, registration, and nonresident's operating
privilege; satisfaction of judgment.
Sec. 513. (a) The license, registration and nonresident's operating privilege shall remain so suspended and

shall not be renewed, nor shall any license or registration be thereafter issued in the name of the person,
including any person not previously licensed unless and until the judgment is satisfied in full or he files an
installment repayment agreement as provided in section 515 and, notwithstanding the provisions of section
528, maintains proof of financial responsibility as provided in section 517 until the judgment is satisfied in
full.

(b) Judgments shall be deemed to be satisfied in full under this section if not renewed prior to the
expiration of the statute of limitations.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1952, Act 17, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952;¾Am. 1964, Act 171, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾
Am. 1966, Act 247, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1972, Act 274, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1972.

257.514 When judgments deemed satisfied.
Sec. 514. Judgments herein referred to shall, for the purpose of this chapter only, be deemed satisfied:
1. When $20,000.00 is credited upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount

because of bodily injury to or death of 1 person as the result of any one accident; or
2. When, subject to such limit of $20,000.00 because of bodily injury to or death of 1 person, the sum of

$40,000.00 is credited upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount because of bodily
injury to or death of 2 or more persons as the result of any one accident; or

3. When $10,000.00 is credited upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount
because of injury to or destruction of property of others as a result of any one accident.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1958, Act 155, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1971, Act 191, Imd. Eff. Dec. 20, 1971
.
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257.515 Installment payment of judgment; default.
Sec. 515. (a) A judgment debtor upon due notice to the judgment creditor may apply to the court in which

such judgment was rendered for the privilege of paying such judgment in installments and the court, in its
discretion and without prejudice to any other legal remedies which the judgment creditor may have, may so
order and fix the amounts and times of payment of the installments. A true copy of the order shall be filed
with the secretary of state. In lieu of a court order for installment payments, the judgment debtor and
judgment creditor may make an agreement in writing, a copy of which shall be filed with the secretary of
state, for the payment of the judgment in installments.

(b) The secretary of state shall not suspend a license, registration, or nonresident's operating privilege, and
shall restore any license, registration, or nonresident's operating privilege suspended following non-payment
of a judgment, when the judgment debtor gives proof of financial responsibility and obtains an order, or
written agreement, permitting the payment of the judgment in installments, and while the payment of any
installment is not in default.

(c) If the judgment debtor fails to pay any installments as specified by the order, or written agreement, then
upon notice of the default, the secretary of state shall forthwith suspend the license, registration, or
nonresident's operating privilege of the judgment debtor until the judgment is satisfied, as provided in this
chapter.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 140, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

257.515a Restoration of license or registration after nonpayment of installment; limitation.
Sec. 515a. The secretary of state shall not restore a license, registration or nonresident's operating privilege

of any person more than twice within a 2-year period following nonpayment of the installment agreement,
judgment, order or other written agreement contemplated in section 515 of this chapter.

History: Add. 1966, Act 247, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967.

257.516 Repealed. 1976, Act 101, Imd. Eff. Apr. 27, 1976.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to suspension of license and registration.

257.517 Proof of financial responsibility; alternative methods.
Sec. 517. Proof of financial responsibility when required under this chapter may be given by filing:
1. A certificate of insurance as provided in section 518 or section 519; or
2. A bond as provided in section 523; or
3. A certificate of deposit of money or securities as provided in section 524.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.518 Proof of financial responsibility; certificate of insurance.
Sec. 518. (a) Proof of financial responsibility may be furnished by filing with the secretary of state the

written certificate of any insurance carrier duly authorized to do business in this state certifying that there is in
effect a motor vehicle liability policy for the benefit of the person required to furnish proof of financial
responsibility. Such certificate shall give the effective date of such motor vehicle liability policy, which date
shall be the same as the effective date of the certificate, and shall designate by explicit description or by
appropriate reference all motor vehicles covered thereby, unless the policy is issued to a person who is not the
owner of a motor vehicle.

(b) No motor vehicle shall be or continue to be registered in the name of any person required to file proof
of financial responsibility unless such motor vehicle is so designated in such a certificate.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.519 Proof of financial responsibility; nonresident, compliance of insurance carrier.
Sec. 519. (a) The nonresident owner of a motor vehicle not registered in this state may give proof of

financial responsibility by filing with the secretary of state a written certificate or certificates of an insurance
carrier authorized to transact business in the state in which the motor vehicle, or motor vehicles, described in
such certificate is registered, or if such nonresident does not own a motor vehicle, then in the state in which
the insured resides, provided such certificate otherwise conforms with the provisions of this chapter, and the
secretary of state shall accept the same upon condition that said insurance carrier complies with the following
provisions with respect to the policies so certified:

1. Said insurance carrier shall execute a power of attorney authorizing the secretary of state to accept
service on its behalf of notice or process in any action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this state;

2. Duly adopt a resolution providing that its policies shall be deemed to be varied to comply with the law
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certificate of insurance, or the secretary of state shall direct and the state treasurer shall return to the person
entitled to the money or securities, money or securities deposited pursuant to this chapter as proof of financial
responsibility, or the secretary of state shall waive the requirement of filing proof, in any of the following
events:

(a) After 3 years from the date the proof was required if, during the 3-year period before the request, the
secretary of state has not received a record of a conviction or a forfeiture of bail which would require the
suspension or revocation of the license, registration, or nonresident's operating privilege of the person by or
for whom the proof was furnished.

(b) If the person on whose behalf the proof was filed is deceased or if the person is permanently disabled
and unable to operate a motor vehicle.

(c) If the person who has given proof surrenders the license and registration to the secretary of state.
(2) The secretary of state shall not consent to the cancellation of a bond or the return of money or securities

if an action for damages upon a liability covered by the proof is pending, a judgment upon the liability is
unsatisfied, or if the person who has filed the bond or deposited the money or securities has within 1 year
immediately preceding the request been involved as an operator or owner in a motor vehicle accident
resulting in injury or damage to the person or property of others. A certification of the applicant as to the
nonexistence of the facts described in this subsection, that the applicant has been released from liability, or
has been finally adjudicated not to be liable for the injury or damage, shall be sufficient evidence of the
nonexistence of those facts, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, in the records of the secretary of state.

(3) If a person whose proof has been canceled or returned under subsection (1)(c) applies for a license or
registration within a period of 3 years from the date proof was originally required, the application shall be
refused unless the applicant reestablishes the proof for the remainder of the 3-year period.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1964, Act 171, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981.

VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF ACT

257.529 Transfer of registration.
Sec. 529. This chapter shall not prevent the owner of a motor vehicle, the registration of which has been

suspended hereunder, from effecting a bona fide transfer of such motor vehicle to another person whose rights
or privileges are not suspended under this chapter nor prevent the registration of such motor vehicle by such
transferee. This chapter shall not in anywise affect the rights of any conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, or
lessor of a motor vehicle registered in the name of another as owner who becomes subject to the provisions of
this chapter.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.530 Surrender of license and registration upon suspension or for lack of sufficient proof.
Sec. 530. Any person whose license or registration shall have been suspended as herein provided, or whose

policy of insurance or bond, when required under this chapter, shall have been cancelled or terminated, or
who shall neglect to furnish other proof upon request of the secretary of state shall immediately return his
license and registration to the secretary of state. If any person wilfully fails to return to the secretary of state
the license or registration provided herein, the secretary of state shall forthwith direct any peace officer to
secure possession thereof and to return the same to the secretary of state.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

257.531 Self-insurance; certificate, cancellation.
Sec. 531. (a) Any person in whose name more than 25 motor vehicles are registered may qualify as a

self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-insurance issued by the secretary of state as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The secretary of state may, in his discretion, upon the application of such a person, issue a certificate of
self-insurance when he is satisfied that such person is possessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to
pay judgments obtained against such person.

(c) Upon not less than 5 days' notice and a hearing pursuant to such notice, the secretary of state may upon
reasonable grounds cancel a certificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any judgment within 30 days after
such judgment shall have become final shall constitute a reasonable ground for the cancellation of a certificate
of self-insurance.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
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enacting the ordinances which prohibit, limit, or restrict all night parking or parking during the early morning
hours, if signs, approximately 3 feet by 4 feet, sufficiently legible as to be seen by an ordinarily observant
person, giving notice of these ordinances relating to all night parking or parking during the early morning
hours, are posted on highways at the corporate limits of the municipality.

(4) A local authority, in providing by ordinance for the impounding of any motor vehicle parked contrary
to a local ordinance, shall not require a bond or cash deposit by the owner of the motor vehicle in excess of
$500.00 in order to recover the possession of the motor vehicle pending final adjudication of the case.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1952, Act 254, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952;¾
Am. 1955, Act 165, Imd. Eff. June 13, 1955;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981.

257.606a Maintenance of highway by state or local government; duty; immunity from tort
liability; exception.
Sec. 606a. (1) The state transportation department, a board of county road commissioners, a county board

of commissioners, and a county, city, or village have no duty to maintain any highway under their jurisdiction
in a condition reasonably safe and convenient for the operation of low-speed vehicles.

(2) The state transportation department, a board of county road commissioners, a county board of
commissioners, and a county, city, or village are immune from tort liability for injuries or damages sustained
by any person arising in any way out of the operation or use of a low-speed vehicle on maintained or
unmaintained highways, shoulders, and rights-of-way over which the state transportation department, the
board of county road commissioners, the county board of commissioners, or the county, city, or village has
jurisdiction. The immunity provided by this subsection does not apply to actions which constitute gross
negligence. Gross negligence is defined as conduct so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern
for whether an injury results.

History: Add. 2000, Act 82, Eff. July 1, 2000.

257.607 Realty owners' regulation of traffic on private property.
Sec. 607. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent the owner of real property used by the public for

purposes of vehicular travel by permission of the owner and not as a matter of right from prohibiting such use
nor from requiring other or different or additional conditions than those specified in this act or otherwise
regulating such use as may seem best to such owner.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND MARKINGS

257.608 Uniform system of traffic-control devices; manual.
Sec. 608. The state highway commissioner and commissioner of state police shall adopt a manual and

specifications for a uniform system of traffic-control devices consistent with the provisions of this chapter for
use upon highways within this state. Such uniform system shall correlate with and so far as possible conform
to the system then current as approved by the American Association of State Highway Officials and such
manual may be revised whenever necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. It is hereby declared to be
the policy of the state of Michigan to achieve, insofar as is practicable, uniformity in the design, and shape
and color scheme of traffic signs, signals and guide posts erected and maintained upon the streets and
highways within the state with other states.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.609 Traffic-control devices; placement and maintenance; restrictions; county road
commission, permission, costs.
Sec. 609. (a) The state highway commission shall place or require to be placed and maintain or require to

be maintained such traffic-control devices, conforming to said manual and specifications, upon all state
highways as it shall deem necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this chapter or to regulate,
warn or guide traffic.

(b) No local authority shall place or maintain any traffic-control device upon any trunk line highway under
the jurisdiction of the state highway commissioner except by the latter's permission or upon any county road
without the permission of the county road commission having jurisdiction thereof. With the approval of the
department of state highways, the board of county road commissioners of any county, at its option, may
install and maintain uniform traffic-control devices according to the standards promulgated by the department
of state highways and as required by the commission on trunk line highways, if the cost would be less than
that estimated by the state highway commission, billing the state highway commission for its share of the cost
of installation.
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History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 76, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1968, Act 98, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1968.

257.610 Traffic control devices; placement and maintenance by local authorities and county
road commissions; compliance with state manual and specifications; noncompliance with
statutory provisions; sale, purchase, or manufacture of devices.
Sec. 610. (a) Local authorities and county road commissions in their respective jurisdictions shall place

and maintain such traffic control devices upon highways under their jurisdiction as they may deem necessary
to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this chapter or local traffic ordinances or to regulate, warn or
guide traffic. All such traffic control devices hereafter erected shall conform to the state manual and
specifications.

(b) The state highway commissioner shall withhold from any township, incorporated village, city or
county, failing to comply with the provisions of sections 608, 609, 612 and 613, the share of weight and
gasoline tax refunds otherwise due the township, incorporated village, city or county. Notice of such failure,
and a reasonable time to comply therewith, shall first be given.

(c) A person, firm or corporation shall not sell or offer for sale to local authorities and local authorities
shall not purchase or manufacture any traffic control device which does not conform to the Michigan manual
of uniform traffic control devices except by permission of the director of the department of state highways.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1955, Act 245, Eff. Oct. 14, 1955;¾Am. 1972, Act 72, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 1972.

257.611 Traffic control devices; obedience required; exception; avoiding obedience by
driving on public or private property; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 611. (1) The driver of a vehicle or operator of a streetcar shall not disobey the instructions of a traffic

control device placed in accordance with this chapter unless at the time otherwise directed by a police officer.
(2) The driver of a vehicle shall not, for the purpose of avoiding obedience to a traffic control device

placed in accordance with this chapter, drive upon or through private property, or upon or through public
property which is not a street or highway.

(3) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1976, Act 75, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1976;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.611a Direction of traffic in work zone; conditions; failure to comply; violation as civil
infraction.
Sec. 611a. (1) An owner or employee of an entity performing construction, maintenance, surveying, or

utility work within a work zone may direct traffic within that work zone if both of the following apply:
(a) The department of transportation, the local authority, or the county road commission, within its

respective jurisdiction, authorizes that owner or employee to direct traffic due to safety or work requirements.
The authorization shall be issued in the manner considered appropriate by the department of transportation,
the local authority, or the county road commission, and may be general or specific. The authorization may
establish the conditions under which the owner or employee may direct traffic, and may allow the owner or
employee to direct traffic in disregard of an existing traffic control device.

(b) The owner or employee is properly trained, equipped, and attired in conformance with the manual of
uniform traffic control devices authorized under section 608.

(2) The operator of a motor vehicle who fails to comply with the directions of an owner or employee
directing traffic under this section, including a direction made in disregard of an existing traffic control
device, is responsible for a civil infraction.

History: Add. 2008, Act 298, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 2008.

257.612 Traffic control signals; location; red arrow and yellow arrow indications; colors;
traffic control signal at place other than intersection; stopping at sign, marking, or signal;
violation of subsection (1) or (2) as civil infraction; approaching person using wheelchair
or device to aid walking; violation of subsection (4) as misdemeanor; location of sign
prohibiting turn on red signal; additional sign.
Sec. 612. (1) When traffic is controlled by traffic control signals, not fewer than 1 signal shall be located

over the traveled portion of the roadway so as to give vehicle operators a clear indication of the right-of-way
assignment from their normal positions approaching the intersection. The vehicle signals shall exhibit
different colored lights successively, 1 at a time, or with arrows. Red arrow and yellow arrow indications have
the same meaning as the corresponding circular indications, except that they apply only to vehicle operators
intending to make the movement indicated by the arrow. The following colors shall be used, and the terms
and lights shall indicate and apply to vehicle operators as follows:
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(a) If the signal exhibits a green indication, vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight through
or turn right or left unless a sign at that place prohibits either turn. Vehicular traffic, including vehicles
turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians and bicyclists lawfully
within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited.

(b) If the signal exhibits a steady yellow indication, vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before
entering the nearest crosswalk at the intersection or at a limit line when marked, but if the stop cannot be
made in safety, a vehicle may be driven cautiously through the intersection.

(c) If the signal exhibits a steady red indication, the following apply:
(i) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal alone shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near

side of the intersection or at a limit line when marked or, if there is no crosswalk or limit line, before entering
the intersection and shall remain standing until a green indication is shown, except as provided in
subparagraph (ii).

(ii) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal, after stopping before entering the crosswalk on the near
side of the intersection or at a limit line when marked or, if there is no crosswalk or limit line, before entering
the intersection, may make a right turn from a 1-way or 2-way street into a 2-way street or into a 1-way street
carrying traffic in the direction of the right turn or may make a left turn from a 1-way or 2-way street into a
1-way roadway carrying traffic in the direction of the left turn, unless prohibited by sign, signal, marking,
light, or other traffic control device. The vehicular traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians and
bicyclists lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(d) If the signal exhibits a steady green arrow indication, vehicular traffic facing the green arrow signal,
shown alone or in combination with another indication, may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the
movement indicated by the arrow or other movement permitted by other indications shown at the same time.
The vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and bicyclists lawfully within an adjacent
crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(2) If a traffic control signal is erected and maintained at a place other than an intersection, the provisions
of this section apply except for those provisions that by their nature cannot apply. Any stop required shall be
made at a sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of a
sign or marking, the stop shall be made at the signal.

(3) A person who violates subsection (1) or (2) is responsible for a civil infraction.
(4) A vehicle operator who approaches a person using a wheelchair or a device to aid the person to walk at

a crosswalk or any other pedestrian crossing shall take necessary precautions to avoid accident or injury to the
person using the wheelchair or device. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(5) A sign prohibiting a turn on a red signal as provided in subsection (1)(c)(ii) shall be located above or
adjacent to the traffic control signal or as close as possible to the point where the turn is made, or at both
locations, so that 1 or more of the signs are visible to a vehicle operator intending to turn, at the point where
the turn is made. An additional sign may be used at the far side of the intersection in the direct line of vision
of the turning vehicle operator.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1955, Act 245, Eff. Oct. 14, 1955;¾Am. 1964, Act 222, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾
Am. 1966, Act 237, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1975, Act 287, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1988,
Act 105, Eff. July 31, 1988;¾Am. 1990, Act 33, Eff. Apr. 1, 1991;¾Am. 2006, Act 339, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

257.613 Applicability of regular traffic control signals to pedestrians; special pedestrian
control signals; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 613. (1) If special pedestrian control signals are not utilized, the regular traffic control signals as

indicated in section 612 shall apply to pedestrians as follows:
(a) Green indication. Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the roadway within a marked or

unmarked crosswalk.
(b) Steady yellow indication. Pedestrians facing the signal are advised that there is insufficient time to

cross the roadway and a pedestrian then starting to cross shall yield the right of way to all vehicles.
(c) Steady red indication. Pedestrians facing the signal shall not enter the highway unless they can do so

safely and without interfering with vehicular traffic.
(d) Red with arrow. Pedestrians facing the signal shall not enter the highway unless they can do so safely

without interfering with vehicular traffic.
(2) If special pedestrian control signals are installed, they shall be placed at the far end of each crosswalk

and shall indicate a “walk” or “don't walk” interval. These special signals shall apply to pedestrians only to
the exclusion of a regular traffic control signal or signals which may be present at the same location, as
follows:

(a) Walk interval—Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the highway in the direction of the
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(a) Possess a portable signal preemption device.
(b) Use a portable signal preemption device.
(c) Sell a portable signal preemption device to a person other than a person described in subsection (3).
(d) Purchase a portable signal preemption device for use other than a duty as described in subsections (3)

and (4).
(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a crime as follows:
(a) A person who violates subsection (1)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not

more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.
(b) Except as provided in subdivisions (c), (d), and (e), a person who violates subsection (1)(b) is guilty of

a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 2 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.
(c) A person who violates subsection (1)(b), which violation results in a traffic accident, is guilty of a

felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $15,000.00, or both.
(d) A person who violates subsection (1)(b), which violation results in the serious impairment of a body

function, is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more
than $20,000.00, or both.

(e) A person who violates subsection (1)(b), which violation results in the death of another, is guilty of a
felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 15 years or a fine of not more than $25,000.00, or both.

(f) A person who violates subsection (1)(c) or (d) is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 2 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.

(3) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) A law enforcement agency in the course of providing law enforcement services.
(b) A fire station or a firefighter in the course of providing fire prevention or fire extinguishing services.
(c) An emergency medical service or ambulance in the course of providing emergency medical

transportation or ambulance services.
(d) An operator, passenger, or owner of an authorized emergency vehicle in the course of his or her

emergency duties.
(4) Subsection (1)(a) does not apply to either of the following:
(a) A mail or package delivery service or employee or agent of a mail or package delivery service in the

course of shipping or delivering a portable signal preemption device.
(b) An employee or agent of a portable signal preemption device manufacturer or retailer in the course of

his or her employment in providing, selling, manufacturing, or transporting a portable signal preemption
device to an individual or agency described in this subsection.

(5) As used in this section:
(a) “Portable signal preemption device” means a device that, if activated by a person, is capable of

changing a traffic control signal to green out of sequence.
(b) “Serious impairment of a body function” means that term as defined in section 58c.
History: Add. 2004, Act 25, Eff. June 14, 2004.

ACCIDENTS

257.617 Accident resulting in serious impairment of body function or death; stopping
required; reporting to police agency or officer; violation as felony; penalty.
Sec. 617. (1) The driver of a vehicle who knows or who has reason to believe that he or she has been

involved in an accident upon public or private property that is open to travel by the public shall immediately
stop his or her vehicle at the scene of the accident and shall remain there until the requirements of section 619
are fulfilled or immediately report the accident to the nearest or most convenient police agency or officer to
fulfill the requirements of section 619(a) and (b) if there is a reasonable and honest belief that remaining at the
scene will result in further harm. The stop shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), if the individual violates subsection (1) and the accident results in
serious impairment of a body function or death, the individual is guilty of a felony punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 5 years or by a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(3) If the individual violates subsection (1) following an accident caused by that individual and the
accident results in the death of another individual, the individual is guilty of a felony punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 15 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1956, Act 22, Eff. Aug. 11, 1956;¾
Am. 1958, Act 35, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1975, Act 170, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976;¾Am. 1989, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 29, 1990;¾Am. 2001,
Act 159, Eff. Feb. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2005, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 2005.
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257.617a Accident; personal injury; reporting to police agency or officer; stopping required;
penalty; suspension of license.
Sec. 617a. (1) The driver of a vehicle who knows or who has reason to believe that he has been involved in

an accident upon public or private property that is open to travel by the public shall immediately stop his or
her vehicle at the scene of the accident and shall remain there until the requirements of section 619 are
fulfilled or immediately report the accident to the nearest or most convenient police agency or officer to fulfill
the requirements of section 619(a) and (b) if there is a reasonable and honest belief that remaining at the scene
will result in further harm. The stop shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary.

(2) If an individual violates subsection (1) and the accident results in injury to any individual, the
individual is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not
more than $1,000.00, or both.

(3) The secretary of state shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an individual convicted of
violating this section as provided in section 319.

History: Add. 1975, Act 170, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976;¾Am. 2005, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 2005.

257.618 Accidents; damage to vehicles; stopping required; reporting to police agency or
officer; penalty.
Sec. 618. (1) The driver of a vehicle who knows or who has reason to believe that he has been involved in

an accident upon public or private property that is open to travel by the public shall immediately stop his or
her vehicle at the scene of the accident and shall remain there until the requirements of section 619 are
fulfilled or immediately report the accident to the nearest or most convenient police agency or officer to fulfill
the requirements of section 619(a) and (b) if there is a reasonable and honest belief that remaining at the scene
will result in further harm. The stop shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary.

(2) If an individual violates the requirements of subsection (1) and the accident results in damage to a
vehicle operated by or attended by any individual, the individual is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1958, Act 35, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 2005, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 2005.

257.618a Vehicle accident; removal from main traveled portion of roadway; conditions;
violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 618a. (1) Unless the operator of a motor vehicle involved in an accident knows or reasonably should

know that serious impairment of a bodily function or death has resulted from the accident, the operator or any
other occupant of the motor vehicle who possesses a valid driver license shall remove the motor vehicle from
the main traveled portion of the roadway into a safe refuge on the shoulder, emergency lane, or median or to a
place otherwise removed from the roadway if both of the following apply:

(a) Moving the motor vehicle may be done safely.
(b) The motor vehicle is capable of being normally and safely operated and can be operated under its own

power in its customary manner without further damage or hazard to the traffic elements or to the roadway.
(2) The operator or any other person who removes a motor vehicle from the main traveled portion of the

roadway as provided in this section before the arrival of a police officer is not prima facie at fault regarding
the cause of the traffic accident solely by reason of moving the motor vehicle as provided in this section.

(3) The decision of the operator or any other person to remove or not to remove a motor vehicle from the
main traveled portion of the roadway as provided in this section is not admissible in a civil action as evidence
that a serious impairment of bodily function has or has not resulted from the accident.

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: Add. 2010, Act 10, Imd. Eff. Mar. 8, 2010.

257.619 Accidents; duties of driver.
Sec. 619. The driver of a vehicle who knows or who has reason to believe that he or she has been involved

in an accident with an individual or with another vehicle that is operated or attended by another individual
shall do all of the following:

(a) Give his or her name and address, and the registration number of the vehicle he or she is operating,
including the name and address of the owner, to a police officer, the individual struck, or the driver or
occupants of the vehicle with which he or she has collided.

(b) Exhibit his or her operator's or chauffeur's license to a police officer, individual struck, or the driver or
occupants of the vehicle with which he or she has collided.

(c) Render to any individual injured in the accident reasonable assistance in securing medical aid or
arrange for or provide transportation to any injured individual.
Rendered Thursday, February 02, 2012 Page 161 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 323 of 2011

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1958, Act 35, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1999, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am.
2005, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 2005.

257.620 Accidents; attended or unattended vehicle; stopping; report.
Sec. 620. The driver of any vehicle which collides upon either public or private property with any vehicle

which is attended or unattended shall immediately stop and shall then and there either locate and notify the
operator or owner of such vehicle of the name and address of the driver and owner of the vehicle striking the
vehicle or, if such owner cannot be located, shall forthwith report it to the nearest or most convenient police
officer.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1967, Act 71, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967.

257.620b "High-occupancy vehicle" or "HOV" defined.
Sec. 20b. "High-occupancy vehicle" or "HOV" means any motor vehicle carrying no fewer than 2

occupants including the driver of the vehicle.
History: Add. 2008, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 9, 2008.

257.620c "High-occupancy vehicle lane" or "HOV lane" defined.
Sec. 20c. "High-occupancy vehicle lane" or "HOV lane" means any designated lane or ramp on a highway

designated for the exclusive or preferential use of a public transportation vehicle or private motor vehicles
carrying no fewer than a specified number of occupants, including the driver of the vehicle.

History: Add. 2008, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 9, 2008.

257.621 Accidents; fixtures on or adjacent to highway; notification of owner; exhibition of
driver's license; reports.
Sec. 621. (a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to fixtures legally

upon or adjacent to a highway shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge of
such property of such accident and of his name and address and of the registration number of the vehicle he is
driving and shall upon request exhibit his operator's or chauffeur's license and, if such owner cannot be found,
shall forthwith report such accident to the nearest or most convenient police officer.

(b) The officer receiving such report or his commanding officer shall forward each individual report to the
director of state police on forms prescribed by him which shall be completed in full by the investigating
officer. The director of state police shall analyze each report relative to the cause of the reported accident and
shall prepare for public use the information compiled from the reports.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 171, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1967, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 1967.

257.622 Report of accidents resulting in death, personal injury, or property damage; forms;
analysis; use; retention.
Sec. 622. The driver of a motor vehicle involved in an accident that injures or kills any person, or that

damages property to an apparent extent totaling $1,000.00 or more, shall immediately report that accident at
the nearest or most convenient police station, or to the nearest or most convenient police officer. The officer
receiving the report, or his or her commanding officer, shall immediately forward each report to the director
of the department of state police on forms prescribed by the director of the department of state police. The
forms shall be completed in full by the investigating officer. The director of the department of state police
shall analyze each report relative to the cause of the reported accident and shall prepare information compiled
from reports filed under this section for public use. A copy of the report under this section and copies of
reports required under section 621 shall be retained for at least 3 years at the local police department, sheriff's
department, or local state police post making the report.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 171, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1967, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 1967;¾
Am. 1991, Act 168, Imd. Eff. Dec. 19, 1991;¾Am. 2003, Act 66, Eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

257.622a Ignition interlock device; installation included in crash report.
Sec. 622a. The crash report form required by this chapter shall include, when applicable, whether an

ignition interlock device was installed in a vehicle involved in a crash.
History: Add. 1998, Act 340, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

257.623 Accidents; reports by garagekeepers or repairmen.
Sec. 623. The person in charge of any garage or repair shop to which is brought any motor vehicle which

shows evidence of having been involved in an accident or having been struck by any bullet shall report the
same to the nearest police station or sheriff's office immediately after such motor vehicle is received, giving
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the engine number, registration number and the name and address of the owner, and/or operator of such
vehicle.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.624 Report not available for use in court action; purpose of report; authorization and
purpose of scientific studies and research; use of data; disclosures; liability; penalty.
Sec. 624. (1) A report required by this chapter shall not be available for use in a court action, but a report

shall be for the purpose of furnishing statistical information regarding the number and cause of accidents.
(2) The office of highway safety planning may authorize scientific studies and research for the reduction of

death, injury, and property losses. All information, records of interviews, written reports, statements, notes,
memoranda, or other data collected pursuant to the scientific studies and research conducted by the state, or
by other persons, agencies, or organizations authorized by the office of highway safety planning shall be used
solely for the purpose of medical or scientific research and shall not disclose the name or identity of a person
unless the person authorizes, in writing, the use of his or her name or identity. If a subject of the research
study is deceased, the executor or heir of the deceased person may authorize, in writing, the disclosure of the
deceased's name or identity. The furnishing of information to the office of highway safety planning or to a
representative of an authorized study or research project shall not subject a person, hospital, sanitarium, rest
home, nursing home, or other person or agency furnishing the information to any action for damages or other
relief. The information, records, reports, statements, notes, memoranda, or other data shall not be admissible
as evidence in a court or before any other tribunal, board, agency, or person. A person participating in an
authorized study or research project shall not disclose, directly or indirectly, the information so obtained
except in strict conformity with the research project.

(3) A person who discloses information in violation of subsection (2) is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by a fine of not less than $50.00.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1980, Act 26, Imd. Eff. Mar. 7, 1980.

257.624a Transportation or possession of alcoholic liquor in container open or uncapped or
upon which seal broken; violation as misdemeanor; exception.
Sec. 624a. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person who is an operator or occupant shall not

transport or possess alcoholic liquor in a container that is open or uncapped or upon which the seal is broken
within the passenger compartment of a vehicle upon a highway, or within the passenger compartment of a
moving vehicle in any place open to the general public or generally accessible to motor vehicles, including an
area designated for the parking of vehicles, in this state.

(2) A person may transport or possess alcoholic liquor in a container that is open or uncapped or upon
which the seal is broken within the passenger compartment of a vehicle upon a highway or other place open to
the general public or generally accessible to motor vehicles, including an area designated for the parking of
vehicles in this state, if the vehicle does not have a trunk or compartment separate from the passenger
compartment, the container is enclosed or encased, and the container is not readily accessible to the occupants
of the vehicle.

(3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. As part of the sentence, the person may
be ordered to perform community service and undergo substance abuse screening and assessment at his or her
own expense as described in section 703(1) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL
436.1703. A court shall not accept a plea of guilty or nolo contendere for a violation of this section from a
person charged solely with a violation of section 625(6).

(4) This section does not apply to a passenger in a chartered vehicle authorized to operate by the state
transportation department.

History: Add. 1991, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1994, Act 211, Eff. Nov. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1996, Act 493, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾
Am. 1998, Act 349, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

257.624b Transport or possession of alcoholic liquor by person less than 21 years of age.
Sec. 624b. (1) A person less than 21 years of age shall not knowingly transport or possess alcoholic liquor

in a motor vehicle as an operator or occupant unless the person is employed by a licensee under the Michigan
liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1101 to 436.2303, a common carrier designated by the
liquor control commission under the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1101 to
436.2303, the liquor control commission, or an agent of the liquor control commission and is transporting or
having the alcoholic liquor in a motor vehicle under the person's control during regular working hours and in
the course of the person's employment. This section does not prevent a person less than 21 years of age from
knowingly transporting alcoholic liquor in a motor vehicle if a person at least 21 years of age is present inside
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the motor vehicle. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor. As part of the sentence,
the person may be ordered to perform community service and undergo substance abuse screening and
assessment at his or her own expense as described in section 703(1) of the Michigan liquor control code of
1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703.

(2) Within 30 days after the conviction for a violation of subsection (1) by the operator of a motor vehicle,
which conviction has become final, the arresting law enforcement officer or the officer's superior may make a
complaint before the court from which the warrant was issued. The complaint shall be under oath and shall
describe the motor vehicle in which alcoholic liquor was possessed or transported by the operator, who is less
than 21 years of age, in committing the violation and requesting that the motor vehicle be impounded as
provided in this section. Upon the filing of the complaint, the court shall issue to the owner of the motor
vehicle an order to show cause why the motor vehicle should not be impounded. The order to show cause
shall fix a date and time for a hearing, which shall not be less than 10 days after the issuance of the order. The
order shall be served by delivering a true copy to the owner not less than 3 full days before the date of hearing
or, if the owner cannot be located, by sending a true copy by certified mail to the last known address of the
owner. If the owner is a nonresident of the state, service may be made upon the secretary of state as provided
in section 403.

(3) If the court determines upon the hearing of the order to show cause, from competent and relevant
evidence, that at the time of the commission of the violation the motor vehicle was being driven by the person
less than 21 years of age with the express or implied consent or knowledge of the owner in violation of
subsection (1), and that the use of the motor vehicle is not needed by the owner in the direct pursuit of the
owner's employment or the actual operation of the owner's business, the court may authorize the impounding
of the vehicle for a period of not less than 15 days or more than 30 days. The court's order authorizing the
impounding of the vehicle shall authorize a law enforcement officer to take possession without other process
of the motor vehicle wherever located and to store the vehicle in a public or private garage at the expense and
risk of the owner of the vehicle. The owner of the vehicle may appeal the order to the circuit court and the
provisions governing the taking of appeals from judgments for damages apply to the appeal. This section does
not prevent a bona fide lienholder from exercising rights under a lien.

(4) A person who knowingly transfers title to a motor vehicle for the purpose of avoiding this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor.

(5) A law enforcement agency, upon determining that a person less than 18 years of age allegedly violated
this section, shall notify the parent or parents, custodian, or guardian of the person as to the nature of the
violation if the name of a parent, guardian, or custodian is reasonably ascertainable by the law enforcement
agency. The notice required by this subsection shall be made not later than 48 hours after the law enforcement
agency determines that the person who allegedly violated this section is less than 18 years of age and may be
made in person, by telephone, or by first-class mail.

History: Add. 1996, Act 493, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1998, Act 349, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 30, 2003.

DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED, AND RECKLESS DRIVING

257.625 Operating motor vehicle while intoxicated; operating motor vehicle when visibly
impaired; penalties for causing death or serious impairment of a body function; operation
of motor vehicle by person less than 21 years of age; requirements; controlled
substances; costs; enhanced sentence; guilty plea or nolo contendere; establishment of
prior conviction; special verdict; public record; burden of proving religious service or
ceremony; ignition interlock device; “prior conviction” defined.
Sec. 625. (1) A person, whether licensed or not, shall not operate a vehicle upon a highway or other place

open to the general public or generally accessible to motor vehicles, including an area designated for the
parking of vehicles, within this state if the person is operating while intoxicated. As used in this section,
"operating while intoxicated" means any of the following:

(a) The person is under the influence of alcoholic liquor, a controlled substance, or a combination of
alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance.

(b) The person has an alcohol content of 0.08 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of
breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine, or, beginning October 1, 2013, the person has an alcohol content of 0.10
grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.

(c) The person has an alcohol content of 0.17 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of
breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.

(2) The owner of a vehicle or a person in charge or in control of a vehicle shall not authorize or knowingly
permit the vehicle to be operated upon a highway or other place open to the general public or generally
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subsection (6) in exchange for dismissal of the original charge. This subsection does not prohibit the court
from dismissing the charge upon the prosecuting attorney's motion.

(17) A prior conviction shall be established at sentencing by 1 or more of the following:
(a) A copy of a judgment of conviction.
(b) An abstract of conviction.
(c) A transcript of a prior trial or a plea-taking or sentencing proceeding.
(d) A copy of a court register of actions.
(e) A copy of the defendant's driving record.
(f) Information contained in a presentence report.
(g) An admission by the defendant.
(18) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (20), if a person is charged with operating a vehicle while

under the influence of a controlled substance or a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance
in violation of subsection (1) or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to subsection (1), the court shall
require the jury to return a special verdict in the form of a written finding or, if the court convicts the person
without a jury or accepts a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, the court shall make a finding as to whether the
person was under the influence of a controlled substance or a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled
substance at the time of the violation.

(19) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (20), if a person is charged with operating a vehicle while
his or her ability to operate the vehicle was visibly impaired due to his or her consumption of a controlled
substance or a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance in violation of subsection (3) or a
local ordinance substantially corresponding to subsection (3), the court shall require the jury to return a
special verdict in the form of a written finding or, if the court convicts the person without a jury or accepts a
plea of guilty or nolo contendere, the court shall make a finding as to whether, due to the consumption of a
controlled substance or a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance, the person's ability to
operate a motor vehicle was visibly impaired at the time of the violation.

(20) A special verdict described in subsections (18) and (19) is not required if a jury is instructed to make a
finding solely as to either of the following:

(a) Whether the defendant was under the influence of a controlled substance or a combination of alcoholic
liquor and a controlled substance at the time of the violation.

(b) Whether the defendant was visibly impaired due to his or her consumption of a controlled substance or
a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance at the time of the violation.

(21) If a jury or court finds under subsection (18), (19), or (20) that the defendant operated a motor vehicle
under the influence of or while impaired due to the consumption of a controlled substance or a combination of
a controlled substance and an alcoholic liquor, the court shall do both of the following:

(a) Report the finding to the secretary of state.
(b) On a form or forms prescribed by the state court administrator, forward to the department of state

police a record that specifies the penalties imposed by the court, including any term of imprisonment, and any
sanction imposed under section 625n or 904d.

(22) Except as otherwise provided by law, a record described in subsection (21)(b) is a public record and
the department of state police shall retain the information contained on that record for not less than 7 years.

(23) In a prosecution for a violation of subsection (6), the defendant bears the burden of proving that the
consumption of alcoholic liquor was a part of a generally recognized religious service or ceremony by a
preponderance of the evidence.

(24) The court may order as a condition of probation that a person convicted of violating subsection (1) or
(8), or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to subsection (1) or (8), shall not operate a motor vehicle
unless that vehicle is equipped with an ignition interlock device approved, certified, and installed as required
under sections 625k and 625l.

(25) Subject to subsection (27), as used in this section, "prior conviction" means a conviction for any of the
following, whether under a law of this state, a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a law of this
state, a law of the United States substantially corresponding to a law of this state, or a law of another state
substantially corresponding to a law of this state:

(a) Except as provided in subsection (26), a violation or attempted violation of any of the following:
(i) This section, except a violation of subsection (2), or a violation of any prior enactment of this section in

which the defendant operated a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor or a
controlled substance, or a combination of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance, or while
visibly impaired, or with an unlawful bodily alcohol content.

(ii) Section 625m.
(iii) Former section 625b.
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elicited on cross-examination of a prosecution witness that the defendant's breath alcohol content was lower at
the time of the charged offense than when a chemical test was administered under subsection (6).

(c) A person who submits to a preliminary chemical breath analysis remains subject to the requirements of
sections 625c, 625d, 625e, and 625f for purposes of chemical tests described in those sections.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (5), a person who refuses to submit to a preliminary chemical breath
analysis upon a lawful request by a peace officer is responsible for a civil infraction.

(3) A peace officer shall use the results of a preliminary chemical breath analysis conducted pursuant to
this section to determine whether to order a person out-of-service under section 319d. A peace officer shall
order out-of-service as required under section 319d a person who was operating a commercial motor vehicle
and who refuses to submit to a preliminary chemical breath analysis as provided in this section. This section
does not limit use of other competent evidence by the peace officer to determine whether to order a person
out-of-service under section 319d.

(4) A person who was operating a commercial motor vehicle and who is requested to submit to a
preliminary chemical breath analysis under this section shall be advised that refusing a peace officer's request
to take a test described in this section is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93
days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both, and will result in the issuance of a 24-hour out-of-service
order.

(5) A person who was operating a commercial motor vehicle and who refuses to submit to a preliminary
chemical breath analysis upon a peace officer's lawful request is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.

(6) The following provisions apply with respect to chemical tests and analysis of a person's blood, urine, or
breath, other than preliminary chemical breath analysis:

(a) The amount of alcohol or presence of a controlled substance or both in a driver's blood or urine or the
amount of alcohol in a person's breath at the time alleged as shown by chemical analysis of the person's blood,
urine, or breath is admissible into evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding and is presumed to be the same
as at the time the person operated the vehicle.

(b) A person arrested for a crime described in section 625c(1) shall be advised of all of the following:
(i) If he or she takes a chemical test of his or her blood, urine, or breath administered at the request of a

peace officer, he or she has the right to demand that a person of his or her own choosing administer 1 of the
chemical tests.

(ii) The results of the test are admissible in a judicial proceeding as provided under this act and will be
considered with other admissible evidence in determining the defendant's innocence or guilt.

(iii) He or she is responsible for obtaining a chemical analysis of a test sample obtained at his or her own
request.

(iv) If he or she refuses the request of a peace officer to take a test described in subparagraph (i), a test
shall not be given without a court order, but the peace officer may seek to obtain a court order.

(v) Refusing a peace officer's request to take a test described in subparagraph (i) will result in the
suspension of his or her operator's or chauffeur's license and vehicle group designation or operating privilege
and in the addition of 6 points to his or her driver record.

(c) A sample or specimen of urine or breath shall be taken and collected in a reasonable manner. Only a
licensed physician, or an individual operating under the delegation of a licensed physician under section
16215 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.16215, qualified to withdraw blood and acting in a
medical environment, may withdraw blood at a peace officer's request to determine the amount of alcohol or
presence of a controlled substance or both in the person's blood, as provided in this subsection. Liability for a
crime or civil damages predicated on the act of withdrawing or analyzing blood and related procedures does
not attach to a licensed physician or individual operating under the delegation of a licensed physician who
withdraws or analyzes blood or assists in the withdrawal or analysis in accordance with this act unless the
withdrawal or analysis is performed in a negligent manner.

(d) A chemical test described in this subsection shall be administered at the request of a peace officer
having reasonable grounds to believe the person has committed a crime described in section 625c(1). A
person who takes a chemical test administered at a peace officer's request as provided in this section shall be
given a reasonable opportunity to have a person of his or her own choosing administer 1 of the chemical tests
described in this subsection within a reasonable time after his or her detention. The test results are admissible
and shall be considered with other admissible evidence in determining the defendant's innocence or guilt. If
the person charged is administered a chemical test by a person of his or her own choosing, the person charged
is responsible for obtaining a chemical analysis of the test sample.

(e) If, after an accident, the driver of a vehicle involved in the accident is transported to a medical facility
and a sample of the driver's blood is withdrawn at that time for medical treatment, the results of a chemical
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Am. 1982, Act 309, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1987, Act 109, Eff. Mar. 30, 1988;¾Am. 1991, Act 93, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1991,
Act 100, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 1993, Act 359, Eff. Sept. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1994, Act 211, Eff. Nov. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1994, Act 450, Eff.
May 1, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 357, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2004, Act 62, Eff. May 3, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 462, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 309 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.625c Consent to chemical tests; persons not considered to have given consent to
withdrawal of blood; administration of tests.
Sec. 625c. (1) A person who operates a vehicle upon a public highway or other place open to the general

public or generally accessible to motor vehicles, including an area designated for the parking of vehicles,
within this state is considered to have given consent to chemical tests of his or her blood, breath, or urine for
the purpose of determining the amount of alcohol or presence of a controlled substance or both in his or her
blood or urine or the amount of alcohol in his or her breath in all of the following circumstances:

(a) If the person is arrested for a violation of section 625(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (8), section 625a(5), or
section 625m or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 625(1), (3), (6), or (8), section
625a(5), or section 625m.

(b) If the person is arrested for a violation of section 601d, section 626(3) or (4), or manslaughter, or
murder resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, and the peace officer had reasonable grounds to
believe the person was operating the vehicle in violation of section 625.

(2) A person who is afflicted with hemophilia, diabetes, or a condition requiring the use of an
anticoagulant under the direction of a physician is not considered to have given consent to the withdrawal of
blood.

(3) The tests shall be administered as provided in section 625a(6).
History: Add. 1967, Act 253, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1980, Act 515, Eff. Apr. 1, 1981;¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾

Am. 1991, Act 95, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1991, Act 100, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 1994, Act 211, Eff. Nov. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1994, Act
450, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 350, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 30, 2003;¾Am. 2008, Act 463, Eff. Oct.
31, 2010.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.625d Refusal to submit to chemical test; court order; report to secretary of state; form.
Sec. 625d. (1) If a person refuses the request of a peace officer to submit to a chemical test offered

pursuant to section 625a(6), a test shall not be given without a court order, but the officer may seek to obtain
the court order.

(2) A written report shall immediately be forwarded to the secretary of state by the peace officer. The
report shall state that the officer had reasonable grounds to believe that the person had committed a crime
described in section 625c(1), and that the person had refused to submit to the test upon the request of the
peace officer and had been advised of the consequences of the refusal. The form of the report shall be
prescribed and furnished by the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1967, Act 253, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1968, Act 335, Eff. Nov. 15, 1968;¾Am. 1980, Act 515, Eff. Apr. 1, 1981;
¾Am. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1991, Act 95, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1994, Act 211, Eff. Nov. 1, 1994.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

257.625e Refusal to submit to chemical test pursuant to MCL 257.625d; request for hearing;
notice.
Sec. 625e. (1) If a person refuses to submit to a chemical test pursuant to section 625d, the peace officer

shall immediately notify the person in writing that within 14 days of the date of the notice the person may
request a hearing as provided in section 625f. The form of the notice shall be prescribed and furnished by the
secretary of state.

(2) The notice shall specifically state that failure to request a hearing within 14 days will result in the
suspension of the person's license or permit to drive. The notice shall also state that there is not a requirement
that the person retain counsel for the hearing, though counsel would be permitted to represent the person at
the hearing.
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the time of arrest.
(3) A temporary license or permit issued under this section is valid for 1 of the following time periods:
(a) If the case is not prosecuted, for 90 days after issuance or until the person's license or permit is

suspended pursuant to section 625f, whichever occurs earlier. The prosecuting attorney shall notify the
secretary of state if a case referred to the prosecuting attorney is not prosecuted. The arresting law
enforcement agency shall notify the secretary of state if a case is not referred to the prosecuting attorney for
prosecution.

(b) If the case is prosecuted, until the criminal charges against the person are dismissed, the person is
acquitted of those charges, or the person's license or permit is suspended, restricted, or revoked.

(4) As used in this section, “unlawful alcohol content” means any of the following, as applicable:
(a) If the person tested is less than 21 years of age, 0.02 grams or more of alcohol per 100 milliliters of

blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.
(b) If the person tested was operating a commercial motor vehicle within this state, 0.04 grams or more of

alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.
(c) If the person tested is not a person described in subdivision (a) or (b), 0.08 grams or more of alcohol

per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine, or, beginning October 1,
2013, 0.10 grams or more of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters
of urine.

History: Add. 1967, Act 253, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1980, Act 515, Eff. Apr. 1, 1981;¾Am. 1991, Act 95, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾
Am. 1994, Act 450, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am. 1999, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 30, 2003.

Administrative rules: R 325.2651 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.625h Drunk driving prevention equipment and training fund; drunk driving caseflow
assistance fund.
Sec. 625h. (1) The drunk driving prevention equipment and training fund is created as a separate fund in

the state treasury. Money in the fund shall be expended only as provided in subsection (2). The state treasurer
shall credit to the fund all money received for that purpose under section 320e, and as otherwise provided by
law. The state treasurer shall invest money in the fund in the same manner as surplus funds are invested under
section 143 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.143. Earnings from the fund shall be credited to the fund. Money in the
fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund, and shall not revert to the general fund.

(2) The department of state police shall administer the fund. Money in the fund shall be used only to
administer the fund, to purchase and maintain breath alcohol testing equipment, and to provide training to law
enforcement personnel of this state in the use of that breath alcohol testing equipment.

(3) The department of treasury shall, before November 1 of each year, notify the department of state police
of the balance in the fund at the close of the preceding fiscal year.

(4) The department of state police shall promulgate rules to implement subsection (2).
(5) The drunk driving caseflow assistance fund is created as a separate fund in the state treasury. The

purpose of the fund is to promote the timely disposition of cases in which the defendant is charged with a
violation of any of the following or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to any of the following:

(a) Section 625 or 625m.
(b) Section 80176, 81134, 81135, or 82127 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994

PA 451, MCL 324.80176, 324.81134, 324.81135, and 324.82127.
(6) Money in the fund shall be expended only as provided in subsection (8).
(7) The state treasurer shall credit the drunk driving caseflow assistance fund with deposits of proceeds

from the collection of revenue from license reinstatement fees as provided for in section 320e, and all income
from investment credited to the fund by the state treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money contained in
the drunk driving caseflow assistance fund in any manner authorized by law for the investment of state
money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or payment of money
as required by this section. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund all income earned as a result of an
investment. Money in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not revert to the
general fund.

(8) The state court administrator, at the direction of the supreme court and upon confirmation of the
amount by the state treasurer, shall distribute from the drunk driving caseflow assistance fund the total
amount available in a fiscal year to each district of the district court and each municipal court as provided in
this section. The state court administrator, after reimbursement of costs as provided in this subsection, shall
distribute the balance of the drunk driving caseflow assistance fund annually to each district of the district
court and each municipal court in an amount determined by multiplying the amount available for distribution
by a fraction, the numerator of which is the number of cases in which the defendant was charged with a
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violation enumerated in subsection (5) in the prior calendar year in that district of the district court or that
municipal court as certified by the state court administrator and the denominator of which is the total number
of cases in all districts of the district court and all municipal courts in which the defendant was charged with a
violation enumerated in subsection (5) in the calendar year. The state court administrative office shall be
reimbursed annually from the drunk driving caseflow assistance fund for all reasonable costs associated with
the administration of this section, including judicial and staff training, on-site management assistance, and
software development and conversion.

History: Add. 1982, Act 310, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1991, Act 98, Eff. Oct. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1994, Act 450, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾
Am. 1996, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Feb. 26, 1996;¾Am. 1999, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 310 of 1982 provides: “All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or
incurred at the time this amendatory act takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they are
commenced. This amendatory act shall not be construed to affect any prosecution pending or initiated before the effective date of this
amendatory act, or initiated after the effective date of this amendatory act for an offense committed before that effective date.”

Another Sec. 6a, as added by Act 104 of 1991, was originally compiled at MCL 257.625h[1] to distinguish it from this Sec. 6a, as
added by Act 310 of 1983. Former MCL 257.625h[1], which pertained to preliminary chemical breath analysis, was repealed by Act 104
of 1991, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992.

257.625i Michigan annual drunk driving audit; preparation; contents; report; evaluation of
1998 legislation.
Sec. 625i. (1) The department of state police shall prepare an annual report that shall be designated the

Michigan annual drunk driving audit. The secretary of state, circuit court, district court, family division of
circuit court, municipal courts, and local units of government in this state shall cooperate with the department
of state police to provide information necessary for the preparation of the report. A copy of the report
prepared under this subsection shall be submitted to the governor, the secretary of the senate, the clerk of the
house of representatives, and the secretary of state on July 1 of each year. The report shall contain for each
county in the state all of the following information applicable to the immediately preceding calendar year:

(a) The number of alcohol related motor vehicle crashes resulting in bodily injury, including a breakdown
of the number of those injuries occurring per capita of population and per road mile in the county.

(b) The number of alcohol related motor vehicle crashes resulting in death, including the breakdown
described in subdivision (a).

(c) The number of alcohol related motor vehicle crashes, other than those enumerated in subdivisions (a)
and (b), including the breakdown described in subdivision (a).

(d) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625(1) or local ordinances substantially
corresponding to section 625(1).

(e) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625(3) or local ordinances substantially
corresponding to section 625(3).

(f) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625(6) or local ordinances substantially
corresponding to section 625(6).

(g) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625(4) or (5).
(h) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625(7).
(i) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625(8).
(j) The number of operator's or chauffeur's licenses suspended pursuant to section 625f.
(k) The number of arrests made for violations of section 625m or local ordinances substantially

corresponding to section 625m.
(2) The secretary of state shall compile a report of dispositions of charges for violations of section 625(1),

(3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (8) or section 625m or section 33b(1) or (2) of former 1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, section
703(1) or (2) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703, or local ordinances
substantially corresponding to section 625(1), (3), (6), or (8) or section 625m or section 33b(1) or (2) of
former 1933 (Ex Sess) PA 8, or section 703(1) or (2) of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA
58, MCL 436.1703, by each judge for inclusion in the annual report. The report compiled by the secretary of
state shall include information regarding all of the following:

(a) The number of dismissals granted.
(b) The number of convictions entered.
(c) The number of acquittals entered.
(d) The average length of imprisonment imposed.
(e) The average length of community service imposed in lieu of imprisonment.
(f) The average fine imposed.
(g) The number of vehicles ordered immobilized under section 904d.
(h) The number of vehicles ordered forfeited under section 625n.
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(7) A person who knowingly provides false information to the department under subsection (4) or (5) is
guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not less than 5 years or more than 10 years or a fine of not
less than $5,000.00 or more than $10,000.00, or both, together with costs of the prosecution.

(8) A person who negligently provides false information to the department under subsection (4) or (5) is
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than
$1,000.00, or both, together with costs of the prosecution.

(9) A person who knowingly fails to comply with subsection (6) is guilty of a felony punishable by
imprisonment for not less than 5 years or more than 10 years or a fine of not less than $5,000.00 or more than
$10,000.00, or both, together with costs of the prosecution.

(10) A person who negligently fails to comply with subsection (6) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or both, together with costs of
the prosecution.

History: Add. 1987, Act 109, Eff. Mar. 30, 1988;¾Am. 1994, Act 450, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 340, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾
Am. 2003, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 30, 2003;¾Am. 2008, Act 461, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010.

Administrative rules: R 257.1001 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.625l Ignition interlock device; warning label; prohibited conduct; violation as
misdemeanor; penalty; impoundment of motor vehicle; liability; insurance; servicing.
Sec. 625l. (1) The manufacturer of an ignition interlock device shall design a warning label, and the person

who has an ignition interlock device shall promptly affix that label to each ignition interlock device upon
installation. The label shall contain a warning that any person tampering with, circumventing, or otherwise
misusing the device is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as provided by law.

(2) A person who is only permitted to operate a motor vehicle equipped with an ignition interlock device
shall not operate a motor vehicle on which an ignition interlock device is not properly installed.

(3) A person who has an ignition interlock device installed and whose driving privilege is restricted shall
not request or solicit any other person to blow into an ignition interlock device or to start a vehicle equipped
with the device for the purpose of providing the person whose driving privilege is restricted with an operable
vehicle.

(4) A person shall not blow into an ignition interlock device or start a motor vehicle equipped with the
device for the purpose of providing an operable vehicle to a person who has an interlock device installed and
whose driving privilege is restricted.

(5) A person shall not tamper with or circumvent the operation of an ignition interlock device.
(6) A person who violates subsection (2), (3), (4), or (5) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by

imprisonment for not more than 6 months or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.
(7) If a law enforcement officer detains the operator of a motor vehicle for violating a law of this state or a

local ordinance and the operator is a person required to only operate a motor vehicle with an ignition interlock
device properly installed, but no ignition interlock device is properly installed on the motor vehicle, the law
enforcement officer shall impound the motor vehicle. If a motor vehicle impounded under this subsection is
individually or jointly owned by the operator, the law enforcement officer shall do all of the following:

(a) Immediately confiscate the motor vehicle registration plate and destroy it.
(b) Issue a temporary registration plate for the vehicle in the same manner prescribed by the secretary of

state for temporary registration plates issued under section 226a or 226b.
(c) Place the temporary registration plate issued under subdivision (b) on the motor vehicle in the manner

prescribed by the secretary of state.
(d) Notify the secretary of state through the law enforcement information network in a form prescribed by

the secretary of state that the registration plate was destroyed and a temporary registration plate was issued to
the motor vehicle.

(8) A temporary registration plate issued under this section is valid until the charges for violating
subsection (2) are dismissed, the person pleads guilty or no contest to the charge, or the person is found guilty
to or is acquitted of the charge.

(9) If the motor vehicle impounded under this section is not owned individually or jointly by the operator,
the law enforcement officer shall impound the motor vehicle by contacting a local towing agency. The motor
vehicle shall only be returned to the registered owner.

(10) The owner of a motor vehicle impounded under this section is liable for the expenses incurred in the
removal and storage of the motor vehicle whether or not it is returned to him or her. The motor vehicle shall
be returned to the owner only if the owner pays the expenses of removal and storage. If redemption is not
made or the vehicle is not returned as described under this subsection, it shall be considered an abandoned
vehicle and disposed of under section 252a.
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(ii) Section 625, except a violation of section 625(2), or a violation of any prior enactment of section 625
in which the defendant operated a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor or a
controlled substance, or a combination of intoxicating or alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance, or while
visibly impaired, or with an unlawful bodily alcohol content.

(iii) Former section 625b.
(iv) Section 601d or section 626(3) or (4).
(b) Negligent homicide, manslaughter, or murder resulting from the operation of a vehicle or an attempt to

commit any of those crimes.
(8) Only 1 violation or attempted violation of section 625(6), a local ordinance substantially corresponding

to section 625(6), or a law of another state substantially corresponding to section 625(6) may be used as a
prior conviction.

(9) If 2 or more convictions described in subsection (7) are convictions for violations arising out of the
same transaction, only 1 conviction shall be used to determine whether the person has a prior conviction.

History: Add. 1991, Act 94, Eff. Jan. 1, 1993;¾Am. 1994, Act 450, Eff. May 1, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 491, Eff. Apr. 1, 1997;¾
Am. 1998, Act 347, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2000, Act 460, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2003, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 30, 2003;¾Am. 2008,
Act 463, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010.

257.625n Forfeiture of vehicle or return to lessor.
Sec. 625n. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section and section 304 and in addition to any other

penalty provided for in this act, the judgment of sentence for a conviction for a violation of section 625(1)
described in section 625(9)(b) or (c), a violation of section 625(3) described in section 625(11)(b) or (c), a
violation of section 625(4), (5), or (7), or a violation of section 904(4) or (5), or, beginning October 31, 2010,
a violation of section 626(3) or (4), may require 1 of the following with regard to the vehicle used in the
offense if the defendant owns the vehicle in whole or in part or leases the vehicle:

(a) Forfeiture of the vehicle if the defendant owns the vehicle in whole or in part.
(b) Return of the vehicle to the lessor if the defendant leases the vehicle.
(2) The vehicle may be seized under a seizure order issued by the court having jurisdiction upon a showing

of probable cause that the vehicle is subject to forfeiture or return to the lessor.
(3) The forfeiture of a vehicle is subject to the interest of the holder of a security interest who did not have

prior knowledge of or consent to the violation.
(4) Within 14 days after the defendant's conviction for a violation described in subsection (1), the

prosecuting attorney may file a petition with the court for the forfeiture of the vehicle or to have the court
order return of a leased vehicle to the lessor. The prosecuting attorney shall give notice by first-class mail or
other process to the defendant and his or her attorney, to all owners of the vehicle, and to any person holding a
security interest in the vehicle that the court may require forfeiture or return of the vehicle.

(5) If a vehicle is seized before disposition of the criminal proceedings, a defendant who is an owner or
lessee of the vehicle may move the court having jurisdiction over the proceedings to require the seizing
agency to file a lien against the vehicle and to return the vehicle to the owner or lessee pending disposition of
the criminal proceedings. The court shall hear the motion within 7 days after the motion is filed. If the
defendant establishes at the hearing that he or she holds the legal title to the vehicle or that he or she has a
leasehold interest and that it is necessary for him or her or a member of his or her family to use the vehicle
pending the outcome of the forfeiture action, the court may order the seizing agency to return the vehicle to
the owner or lessee. If the court orders the return of the vehicle to the owner or lessee, the court shall order the
defendant to post a bond in an amount equal to the retail value of the vehicle, and shall also order the seizing
agency to file a lien against the vehicle.

(6) Within 14 days after notice by the prosecuting attorney is given under subsection (4), the defendant, an
owner, lessee, or holder of a security interest may file a claim of interest in the vehicle with the court. Within
21 days after the expiration of the period for filing claims, but before or at sentencing, the court shall hold a
hearing to determine the legitimacy of any claim, the extent of any co-owner's equity interest, the liability of
the defendant to any co-lessee, and whether to order the vehicle forfeited or returned to the lessor. In
considering whether to order forfeiture, the court shall review the defendant's driving record to determine
whether the defendant has multiple convictions under section 625 or a local ordinance substantially
corresponding to section 625, or multiple suspensions, restrictions, or denials under section 904, or both. If
the defendant has multiple convictions under section 625 or multiple suspensions, restrictions, or denials
under section 904, or both, that factor shall weigh heavily in favor of forfeiture.

(7) If a vehicle is forfeited under this section, the unit of government that seized the vehicle shall sell the
vehicle pursuant to the procedures under section 252g(1) and dispose of the proceeds in the following order of
priority:
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(c) 25 miles per hour on all highways or parts of highways within the boundaries of land platted under the
land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.101 to 560.293, or the condominium act, 1978 PA 59, MCL
559.101 to 559.276, unless a different speed is fixed and posted.

(d) 25 miles per hour on a highway segment with 60 or more vehicular access points within 1/2 mile.
(e) 35 miles per hour on a highway segment with not less than 45 vehicular access points but no more than

59 vehicular access points within 1/2 mile.
(f) 45 miles per hour on a highway segment with not less than 30 vehicular access points but no more than

44 vehicular access points within 1/2 mile.
(3) It is prima facie unlawful for a person to exceed the speed limits prescribed in subsection (2), except as

provided in section 629.
(4) A person operating a vehicle in a mobile home park as defined in section 2 of the mobile home

commission act, 1987 PA 96, MCL 125.2302, shall operate that vehicle at a careful and prudent speed, not
greater than a speed that is reasonable and proper, having due regard for the traffic, surface, width of the
roadway, and all other conditions existing, and not greater than a speed that permits a stop within the assured
clear distance ahead. It is prima facie unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to operate that vehicle at a speed
exceeding 15 miles an hour in a mobile home park as defined in section 2 of the mobile home commission
act, 1987 PA 96, MCL 125.2302.

(5) A person operating a passenger vehicle drawing another vehicle or trailer shall not exceed the posted
speed limit.

(6) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person operating a truck with a gross weight of
10,000 pounds or more, a truck-tractor, a truck-tractor with a semi-trailer or trailer, or a combination of these
vehicles shall not exceed a speed of 55 miles per hour on highways, streets, or freeways and shall not exceed
a speed of 35 miles per hour during the period when reduced loadings are being enforced in accordance with
this chapter. However, a person operating a school bus, a truck, a truck-tractor, or a truck-tractor with a
semi-trailer or trailer described in this subsection shall not exceed a speed of 60 miles per hour on a freeway if
the maximum speed limit on that freeway is 70 miles per hour.

(7) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (6), a person operating a school bus shall not exceed the
speed of 55 miles per hour.

(8) The maximum rates of speeds allowed under this section are subject to the maximum rate established
under section 629b.

(9) A person operating a vehicle on a highway, when entering and passing through a work zone described
in section 79d(a) where a normal lane or part of the lane of traffic has been closed due to highway
construction, maintenance, or surveying activities, shall not exceed a speed of 45 miles per hour unless a
different speed limit is determined for that work zone by the state transportation department, a county road
commission, or a local authority, based on accepted engineering practice. The state transportation department,
a county road commission, or a local authority shall post speed limit signs in each work zone described in
section 79d(a) that indicate the speed limit in that work zone and shall identify that work zone with any other
traffic control devices necessary to conform to the Michigan manual of uniform traffic control devices. A
person shall not exceed a speed limit established under this section or a speed limit established under section
628 or 629.

(10) Subject to subsections (1) and (2)(c), speed limits established pursuant to this section are not valid
unless properly posted. In the absence of a properly posted sign, the speed limit in effect shall be the general
speed limit pursuant to section 628(1).

(11) Nothing in this section prevents the establishment of an absolute speed limit pursuant to section 628.
Subject to subsection (1), an absolute speed limit established pursuant to section 628 supersedes a prima facie
speed limit established pursuant to this section.

(12) Nothing in this section shall be construed as justification to deny a traffic and engineering
investigation.

(13) As used in this section, "vehicular access point" means a driveway or intersecting roadway.
(14) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1957, Act 190, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1959, Act 76, Eff. Mar. 19, 1960;¾

Am. 1962, Act 120, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾Am. 1966, Act 223, Imd. Eff. July 11, 1966;¾Am. 1974, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Mar. 2, 1974;¾
Am. 1976, Act 190, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1976;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1986, Act 92, Eff. June 5, 1986;¾Am. 1988,
Act 460, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1988;¾Am. 1990, Act 165, Imd. Eff. July 2, 1990;¾Am. 2003, Act 315, Eff. Apr. 8, 2004;¾Am. 2004, Act
62, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 2004;¾Am. 2006, Act 19, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006;¾Am. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006.

257.627a "Regularly scheduled school session," "school," and "school zone" defined; prima
facie speed limit in school zone; signs; applicability of section to walkway; location of
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school; school in session year-round.
Sec. 627a. (1) As used in this section and section 629:
(a) "Regularly scheduled school session" means that part of a day of student instruction that is followed by

a break for lunch or by a final dismissal of the student body for that day.
(b) "School" means an educational institution operated by a local school district or by a private,

denominational, or parochial organization. School does not include an educational institution that the
department of education determines has its entire student population in residence at the institution.

(c) "School zone" means school property on which a school building is located and the area adjacent to the
school property that is designated by the signs required under subsection (2). Except as otherwise provided in
subsection (5), the school zone extends not more than 1,000 feet from the property line of the school in each
direction.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), the prima facie speed limit in a school zone, which shall be in
force not less than 30 minutes but not more than 1 hour before the first regularly scheduled school session
until school commences and from dismissal until not less than 30 minutes but not more than 1 hour after the
last regularly scheduled school session, and during a lunch period when students are permitted to leave the
school, shall be 25 miles an hour, if permanent signs designating the school zone and the speed limit in the
school zone are posted at the request of the school superintendent. The signs shall conform to the Michigan
manual of uniform traffic control devices.

(3) This section does not apply to a limited access highway or to that portion of a street or highway over
which a pedestrian overhead walkway is erected, if the walkway is adjacent to school property and is
designed and located so as to be used, and is being used, as the principal means by which students of a school
that has property adjacent to the walkway travel to and from the school.

(4) Local authorities may increase or decrease the prima facie speed limit within a school zone under their
jurisdiction pursuant to section 629.

(5) Notwithstanding the requirements for a school zone as defined in subsection (1)(c), if a school is
located in an area that requires school children to cross a state trunk line highway or county highway that has
a speed limit of 35 miles per hour or more to attend that school, the school superintendent may submit a
request to the state transportation commission, county road commission, or local authority having jurisdiction
over the roadway, as applicable, for a school crossing as permitted under section 613a. If, based on the traffic
engineering studies, the road authority determines the need for a lower speed limit, the road authority may
designate the crossing as a school zone. Before submitting a request, the school superintendent shall have
completed a school route plan as prescribed by section 7A-1 of the Michigan manual of uniform traffic
control devices.

(6) Notwithstanding the 25-mile-per-hour prima facie speed limit established by subsection (2), the prima
facie speed limit for any street in a school zone that has sidewalks along at least 1 side of the street, which
shall be in force during the same periods that a 25-mile-per-hour speed limit provided by subsection (2) would
otherwise be effective, shall be set at the limit requested by the superintendent of schools with jurisdiction
over the school within the school zone, but this limit shall neither be more than 15 miles per hour below the
regularly posted speed limit for that street nor less than 25 miles per hour. Permanent signs designating the
school zone and the speed limit in the school zone shall be posted. These signs shall conform to the Michigan
manual of uniform traffic control devices.

(7) If appropriate, the school superintendent may request that a sign be erected in the school zone
indicating that a school is in session year-round. A sign erected under this subsection shall be posted on the
same signpost as the school zone sign and immediately below the school zone sign. The sign shall read
"Year-Round School" and shall conform to the Michigan manual of uniform traffic control devices.

History: Add. 1978, Act 42, Imd. Eff. Mar. 7, 1978;¾Am. 1979, Act 21, Eff. Mar. 27, 1980;¾Am. 1980, Act 222, Imd. Eff. July 18,
1980;¾Am. 1996, Act 574, Imd. Eff. Jan. 16, 1997;¾Am. 2000, Act 110, Imd. Eff. May 22, 2000;¾Am. 2005, Act 88, Imd. Eff. July
20, 2005.

257.627b Repealed. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to speed limit for school buses.

257.628 Maximum or minimum speed limits; determination; petition by township board;
speed control signs, signals, or devices; public record as evidence; violation as civil
infraction; absolute speed limits.
Sec. 628. (1) If the state transportation department and the department of state police jointly determine

upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the speed of vehicular traffic on a state trunk
line highway is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection
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operation or in compliance with law or in compliance with a special permit issued by an appropriate authority.
(9) The maximum rates of speed allowed under this section are subject to the maximum rates established

under section 629b, section 627(5) to (7) for certain vehicles and vehicle combinations, and section 629(4).
(10) Except for the general speed limit described in subsection (1), speed limits established pursuant to this

section shall be known as absolute speed limits.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1955, 1st Ex. Sess., Act 10, Eff. Feb. 3, 1956;¾Am. 1956, Act 93, Imd. Eff. Apr.

5, 1956;¾Am. 1961, Act 164, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;¾Am. 1963, Act 143, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963;¾Am. 1974, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Mar. 2, 1974;
¾Am. 1974, Act 162, Imd. Eff. June 23, 1974;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 143, Imd. Eff. Nov. 8, 1979;¾
Am. 1987, Act 154, Eff. Dec. 1, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 368, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1988;¾Am. 1996, Act 320, Imd. Eff. June 25, 1996;¾
Am. 2000, Act 167, Imd. Eff. June 20, 2000;¾Am. 2003, Act 64, Imd. Eff. July 22, 2003;¾Am. 2003, Act 65, Imd. Eff. July 22, 2003;
¾Am. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006.

Compiler's note: In OAG 6480, issued November 23, 1987, the Attorney General stated: “It is my opinion, therefore, that 1987 PA
154, which fixes maximum speed limit on certain state highways, becomes effective November 29, 1987.”

257.628a Repealed. 1974, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Mar. 2, 1974.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to minimum speed limit on freeways.

257.629 Prima facie speed limits; establishment; limitations; signs; civil infraction; “local
authority” defined.
Sec. 629. (1) Local authorities may establish or increase the prima facie speed limits on highways under

their jurisdiction subject to the following limitations:
(a) A highway within a business district on which the prima facie speed limit is increased shall be

designated a through highway at the entrance to which vehicles shall be required to stop before entering,
except that where 2 of these through highways intersect, local authorities may require traffic on only 1
highway to stop before entering the intersection.

(b) The local authorities shall place and maintain, upon all through highways in which the permissible
speed is increased, adequate signs giving notice of the special regulations and shall also place and maintain
upon each highway intersecting a through highway, appropriate signs which shall be reflectorized or
illuminated at night.

(c) Local authorities may establish prima facie lawful speed limits on highways outside of business
districts that are consistent with the limits established in section 627(2).

(2) The state transportation department shall establish the speed upon all trunk line highways located
within cities and villages as follows:

(a) A written copy of the authorization or determination shall be filed in the office of the county clerk of
the county or counties where the highway is located and a certified copy of the authorization or determination
shall be prima facie evidence in all courts of the issuance of the authorization or determination.

(b) When the state transportation department increases the speed upon a trunk line highway as provided in
this act, subject to section 627a, the state transportation department shall place and maintain upon these
highways adequate signs giving notice of the permissible speed fixed by the state transportation commission.

(3) Local authorities are authorized to decrease the prima facie speed limits to not less than 15 miles per
hour in public parks under their jurisdiction. A decrease in the prima facie speed limits is binding when
adequate signs are duly posted giving notice of the reduced speeds.

(4) Local authorities are authorized to decrease the prima facie speed limits to not less than 25 miles an
hour on each street or highway under their jurisdiction that is adjacent to a publicly owned park or
playground. A decrease in the prima facie speed limits is binding when adequate signs are duly posted giving
notice of the reduced speeds. As used in this subsection, "local authority" includes the county road
commission with the concurrence of the township board of a township for a street or highway within the
boundaries of the township.

(5) The maximum rates of speed allowed under this section are subject to the maximum rate established
under section 629b.

(6) A person who exceeds a lawful speed limit established under this section is responsible for a civil
infraction.

(7) As used in this section, "local authority" means the governing body of a city or village, except as
provided in subsection (4).

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1974, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Mar. 2, 1974;¾Am. 1976, Act 75, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11,
1976;¾Am. 1978, Act 42, Imd. Eff. Mar. 7, 1978;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 21, Eff. Mar. 27, 1980;¾
Am. 1980, Act 222, Imd. Eff. July 18, 1980;¾Am. 1987, Act 193, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 368, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1988;
¾Am. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9, 2006.
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257.629a County traffic safety organization; creation, appropriation.
Sec. 629a. The board of supervisors of any county may create a county traffic safety organization to

cooperate with governmental units and officials thereof in the solution of traffic safety problems in the county
and to appropriate such sums as it shall deem necessary for the creation and support thereof and to prescribe
rules and regulations relative to the duties of such organization and with respect to the expenditure of any
such appropriation.

History: Add. 1954, Act 181, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954.

257.629b Reduction of maximum speed limit; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 629b. (1) The governor may reduce the maximum speed limit on a street, highway, or freeway

pursuant to an executive order issued during a state of energy emergency as provided by law.
(2) A person who violates a speed limit established pursuant to this section is responsible for a civil

infraction.
History: Add. 1974, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Mar. 2, 1974;¾Am. 1975, Act 24, Imd. Eff. Apr. 15, 1975;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1,

1979;¾Am. 1987, Act 154, Eff. Dec. 1, 1987.

Compiler's note: In OAG 6480, issued November 23, 1987, the Attorney General stated: “It is my opinion, therefore, that 1987 PA
154, which fixes maximum speed limit on certain state highways, becomes effective November 29, 1987.”

257.629c Points and minimum fine; schedule; applicability of subsection (1).
Sec. 629c. (1) Notwithstanding sections 320a and 907, a person who is determined responsible or

responsible "with explanation" for a civil infraction for violating the maximum speed limit on a limited access
freeway or part of a limited access freeway upon which the maximum speed limit is 55 miles per hour or
more shall be ordered by the court to pay a minimum fine and shall have points entered on his or her driving
record by the secretary of state only according to the following schedule, except as otherwise provided in
subsections (2) and (3):
   Number of miles per hour
 that the vehicle exceeded the
 applicable speed limit at the     Minimum
     time of the violation     Points       Fine
            1 to 5        0      $10.00
            6 to 10        1      $20.00
           11 to 15        2      $30.00
           16 to 25        3      $40.00
          26 or over        4      $50.00

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person operating a vehicle or vehicle combination for which the
maximum rate of speed is established pursuant to section 627(5) to (7).

(3) For a violation of a maximum speed limit on a limited access freeway by a person operating a vehicle
or vehicle combination described in subsection (2), points shall be assessed under section 320a and fines shall
be assessed under section 907.

History: Add. 1987, Act 154, Eff. Dec. 1, 1987;¾Am. 1996, Act 320, Imd. Eff. June 25, 1996;¾Am. 2006, Act 85, Eff. Nov. 9,
2006.

Compiler's note: In OAG 6480, issued November 23, 1987, the Attorney General stated: “It is my opinion, therefore, that 1987 PA
154, which fixes maximum speed limit on certain state highways, becomes effective November 29, 1987.”

257.629d Repealed. 2006, Act 231, Eff. Sept. 24, 2006.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to highway safety task force.

257.629e Levy, transmittal, and disposition of assessments; annual report; highway safety
fund, jail reimbursement program fund, secondary road patrol and training fund; creation;
administration; use of money collected; annual report.
Sec. 629e. (1) Before October 1, 2003, in addition to any fine or cost ordered to be paid under this act, and

in addition to any assessment levied under section 907, the judge or district court magistrate shall levy a
highway safety assessment of $5.00, a jail reimbursement program assessment of $5.00, and a secondary road
patrol and training assessment of $10.00 for each civil infraction determination except for a parking violation
or a violation for which the total fine and costs imposed are $10.00 or less. Upon payment of the assessments,
the clerk of the court shall transmit the assessments levied to the department of treasury. Until October 1,
2003, the state treasurer shall deposit the revenue received pursuant to this subsection in the highway safety
fund, in the jail reimbursement program fund, and in the secondary road patrol and training fund, and shall
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public bridge, causeway, or viaduct may conduct an investigation of that bridge, causeway, or viaduct. If it is
found after investigation that the structure cannot with safety to itself withstand vehicles traveling at the speed
or carrying a load otherwise permissible under this chapter, the department, commission, or other authority
shall determine and declare the maximum speed of vehicles or load which the structure can withstand, and
shall cause or permit suitable signs stating that maximum speed and load limitations to be erected and
maintained not more than 50 feet from each end of the structure, and also at a suitable distance from each end
of the bridge to enable vehicles to take a different route.

(6) The findings and determination of the department of transportation, county road commission, or other
local authority, shall be conclusive evidence of the maximum speed and load which can with safety be
maintained on a public bridge, causeway, or viaduct.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1959, Act 151, Imd. Eff. July 16, 1959;¾Am. 1962, Act 112, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;
¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1989, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Aug. 22, 1989.

257.632 Exemption from speed limitations; police vehicles, fire department or fire patrol
vehicles, and ambulances; conditions.
Sec. 632. The speed limitation set forth in this chapter shall not apply to vehicles when operated with due

regard for safety under the direction of the police when traveling in emergencies or in the chase or
apprehension of violators of the law or of persons charged with or suspected of a violation, nor to fire
department or fire patrol vehicles when traveling in response to a fire alarm, nor to public or private
ambulances when traveling in emergencies. This exemption shall apply only when the driver of the vehicle
while in motion sounds an audible signal by bell, siren or exhaust whistle as may be reasonably necessary or
when the vehicle is equipped with at least 1 lighted lamp displaying a flashing, oscillating or rotating red or
blue light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the front of such
vehicles, unless the nature of the mission requires that a law enforcement officer travel without giving
warning to suspected law violators. This exemption shall not however protect the driver of the vehicle from
the consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of others.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1976, Act 164, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1976.

257.633 Violation of speed regulation; specifications in complaint, citation, summons, or
notice; burden of proof.
Sec. 633. (1) In every charge of a violation of a speed regulation in this chapter the complaint or citation

and the summons or notice to appear, shall specify the speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven
and the speed applicable within the district or at the location.

(2) The provision of this chapter declaring speed limitations shall not be construed to relieve the plaintiff in
a civil action from the burden of proving negligence on the part of the defendant as the proximate cause of an
accident.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY—OVERTAKING AND PASSING, ETC.

257.634 Driving on right half of roadway; exceptions; driving on roadway having 2 or more
lanes for travel in 1 direction; traveling on freeway having 3 or more lanes for travel in
same direction; ordinance regulating same subject matter prohibited; violation as civil
infraction.
Sec. 634. (1) Upon each roadway of sufficient width, the driver of a vehicle shall drive the vehicle upon

the right half of the roadway, except as follows:
(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules

governing that movement.
(b) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while under construction or repair or when an

obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the highway. A driver who is driving
on the left half of a roadway under this subdivision shall yield the right-of-way to an oncoming vehicle
traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion of the roadway.

(c) When a vehicle operated by a state agency or a local authority or an agent of a state agency or local
authority is engaged in work on the roadway.

(d) Upon a roadway divided into 3 marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable on the roadway.
(2) Upon a roadway having 2 or more lanes for travel in 1 direction, the driver of a vehicle shall drive the

vehicle in the extreme right-hand lane available for travel except as otherwise provided in this section.
However, the driver of a vehicle may drive the vehicle in any lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the
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otherwise as stated in this chapter.
(4) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign, in obedience to the sign, shall slow down to a speed

reasonable for the existing conditions and shall yield the right of way to a vehicle in the intersection or
approaching on another highway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver
would be moving across or within the intersection. However, if required for safety to stop, the driver shall
stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if there is not a crosswalk, at a
clearly marked stop line; but if there is not a crosswalk or a clearly marked stop line, then at the point nearest
the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway.

(5) The driver of a vehicle traveling at an unlawful speed shall forfeit a right of way which the driver might
otherwise have under this section.

(6) Except when directed to proceed by a police officer, the driver of a vehicle approaching a stop
intersection indicated by a stop sign shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the
intersection, or if there is not a crosswalk shall stop at a clearly marked stop line; or if there is not a crosswalk
or a clearly marked stop line, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of
approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway. After having stopped, the driver shall yield the right of way
to a vehicle which has entered the intersection from another highway or which is approaching so closely on
the highway as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time when the driver would be moving across or
within the intersection.

(7) When a vehicle approaches the intersection of a highway from an intersecting highway or street which
is intended to be, and is constructed as, a merging highway or street, and is plainly marked at the intersection
with appropriate merge signs, the vehicle shall yield right of way to a vehicle so close as to constitute an
immediate hazard on the highway about to be entered and shall adjust its speed so as to enable it to merge
safely with the through traffic.

(8) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1955, Act 165, Imd. Eff. June 13, 1955;¾Am. 1959, Act 234, Eff. Mar. 19, 1960;

¾Am. 1966, Act 237, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.650 Right-of-way; turning left at intersection; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 650. (1) The driver of a vehicle within an intersection intending to turn to the left shall yield the right

of way to a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is within the intersection or so close to the
intersection as to constitute an immediate hazard; but the driver, having so yielded and having given a signal
when and as required by this chapter, may make the left turn and the drivers of all other vehicles approaching
the intersection from the opposite direction shall yield the right of way to the vehicle making the left turn. At
an intersection at which a traffic signal is located, a driver intending to make a left turn shall permit vehicles
bound straight through in the opposite direction which are waiting a go signal to pass through the intersection
before making the turn.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.651 State trunk line highways; preference at intersections; stop, yield or merge signs.
Sec. 651. (a) Except where approved traffic signals are used to control traffic, the state highway

commissioner shall erect stop, yield or merge signs at every entrance to a state trunk line highway from
intersecting highways or streets. However, after a traffic engineering investigation the state highway
commission acting jointly with the commissioner of the Michigan state police may give preference to a city
street or a county road over a state trunk line highway, and shall erect appropriate signs.

(b) Where 2 or more state trunk line highways intersect or cross, the state highway commissioner and the
commissioner of the Michigan state police, acting jointly, shall determine which traffic, if any, shall be given
preference and appropriate stop, yield or merge signs shall be erected.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1959, Act 151, Imd. Eff. July 16, 1959;¾Am. 1966, Act 237, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967.

257.652 Stopping before entering or crossing highway from alley, private road, or driveway;
violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 652. (1) The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a highway from an alley, private road, or

driveway shall come to a full stop before entering the highway and shall yield right of way to vehicles
approaching on the highway.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1959, Act 234, Eff. Mar. 19, 1960;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.
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257.653 Immediate approach of authorized emergency vehicle; duty of driver of another
vehicle; duty of streetcar operator; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 653. (1) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle equipped with not less

than 1 lighted flashing, rotating, or oscillating lamp exhibiting a red or blue light visible under normal
atmospheric condition from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the vehicle and when the driver is giving
audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell:

(a) The driver of another vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall immediately drive to a position
parallel to and as close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway, clear of an intersection, and
shall stop and remain in that position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when
otherwise directed by a police officer.

(b) The operator of a streetcar shall immediately stop the car, clear of an intersection, and shall keep it in
that position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police
officer.

(2) This section does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with
due regard for the safety of persons using the highway.

(3) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1964, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Mar. 20, 1964;

¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.653a Stationary emergency vehicle giving visual signal; duty of approaching vehicle to
exhibit due care and caution; violation; penalty.
Sec. 653a. (1) Upon approaching and passing a stationary authorized emergency vehicle that is giving a

visual signal by means of flashing, rotating, or oscillating red, blue, or white lights as permitted by section
698, the driver of an approaching vehicle shall exhibit due care and caution, as required under the following:

(a) On any public roadway with at least 2 adjacent lanes proceeding in the same direction of the stationary
authorized emergency vehicle, the driver of the approaching vehicle shall proceed with caution and yield the
right-of-way by moving into a lane at least 1 moving lane or 2 vehicle widths apart from the stationary
authorized emergency vehicle, unless directed otherwise by a police officer. If movement to an adjacent lane
or 2 vehicle widths apart is not possible due to weather, road conditions, or the immediate presence of
vehicular or pedestrian traffic in parallel moving lanes, the driver of the approaching vehicle shall proceed as
required in subdivision (b).

(b) On any public roadway that does not have at least 2 adjacent lanes proceeding in the same direction as
the stationary authorized emergency vehicle, or if the movement by the driver of the vehicle into an adjacent
lane or 2 vehicle widths apart is not possible as described in subdivision (a), the approaching vehicle shall
reduce and maintain a safe speed for weather, road conditions, and vehicular or pedestrian traffic and proceed
with due care and caution, or as directed by a police officer.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), a person who violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or
both.

(3) A person who violates this section and causes injury to a police officer, firefighter, or other emergency
response personnel in the immediate area of the stationary authorized emergency vehicle is guilty of a felony
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or both.

(4) A person who violates this section and causes death to a police officer, firefighter, or other emergency
response personnel in the immediate area of the stationary authorized emergency vehicle is guilty of a felony
punishable by a fine of not more than $7,500.00 or by imprisonment for not more than 15 years, or both.

History: Add. 2000, Act 458, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001.

257.653b Approaching and passing stationary solid waste collection vehicle, utility service
vehicle, or road maintenance vehicle; reduction and maintenance of safe speed;
definitions.
Sec. 653b. (1) Upon approaching and passing a stationary solid waste collection vehicle, a utility service

vehicle, or a road maintenance vehicle that is giving a visual signal by means of flashing, rotating, or
oscillating amber lights as permitted by section 698, the driver of an approaching vehicle shall reduce to and
maintain a safe speed for weather, road conditions, and vehicular or pedestrian traffic and proceed with due
care and caution.

(2) As used in this section:
(a) "Road maintenance authority" means any of the following:
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limitations; applicability to police officer; regulation by local government; prohibitions;
regulation by department of natural resources.
Sec. 660. (1) A person operating an electric personal assistive mobility device, low-speed vehicle, or

moped upon a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the roadway as practicable, exercising due care
when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same direction. A motorcycle is entitled to full use
of a lane, and a motor vehicle shall not be driven in such a manner as to deprive a motorcycle of the full use
of a lane. This subsection does not apply to motorcycles operated 2 abreast in a single lane.

(2) A person riding an electric personal assistive mobility device, motorcycle, or moped upon a roadway
shall not ride more than 2 abreast except on a path or part of a roadway set aside for the exclusive use of those
vehicles.

(3) Where a usable and designated path for bicycles is provided adjacent to a highway or street, a person
operating an electric personal assistive mobility device may, by local ordinance, be required to use that path.

(4) A person operating a motorcycle, moped, low-speed vehicle, or electric personal assistive mobility
device shall not pass between lines of traffic, but may pass on the left of traffic moving in his or her direction
in the case of a 2-way street or on the left or right of traffic in the case of a 1-way street, in an unoccupied
lane.

(5) A person operating an electric personal assistive mobility device on a sidewalk constructed for the use
of pedestrians shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian and shall give an audible signal before overtaking
and passing the pedestrian.

(6) A moped or low-speed vehicle shall not be operated on a sidewalk constructed for the use of
pedestrians.

(7) A low-speed vehicle shall be operated at a speed of not to exceed 25 miles per hour and shall not be
operated on a highway or street with a speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour except for the purpose of
crossing that highway or street. The state transportation department may prohibit the operation of a low-speed
vehicle on any highway or street under its jurisdiction if it determines that the prohibition is necessary in the
interest of public safety.

(8) This section does not apply to a police officer in the performance of his or her official duties.
(9) An electric personal assistive mobility device shall be operated at a speed not to exceed 15 miles per

hour and shall not be operated on a highway or street with a speed limit of more than 25 miles per hour except
to cross that highway or street.

(10) The governing body of a county, a city, a village, an entity created under the urban cooperation act of
1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or a township may, by ordinance, which is based on
the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens, regulate the operation of electric personal assistive mobility
devices on sidewalks, highways or streets, or crosswalks. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a
governing body of a county, city, village, entity created under the urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex
Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or township may prohibit the operation of electric personal assistive
mobility devices in an area open to pedestrian traffic adjacent to a waterfront or on a trail under their
jurisdiction or in a downtown or central business district. Signs indicating the regulation shall be
conspicuously posted in the area where the use of an electric personal assistive mobility device is regulated.

(11) Operation of an electric personal assistive mobility device is prohibited in a special charter city and a
state park under the jurisdiction of the Mackinac Island state park commission.

(12) Operation of an electric personal assistive mobility device may be prohibited in a historic district.
(13) The department of natural resources may by order regulate the use of electric personal assistive

mobility devices on all lands under its control.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 207, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1969, Act 134, Eff. June 1, 1970;¾

Am. 1975, Act 209, Imd. Eff. Aug. 25, 1975;¾Am. 1975, Act 273, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;¾
Am. 1994, Act 348, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 82, Eff. July 1, 2000;¾Am. 2002, Act 494, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2002;¾Am. 2006,
Act 339, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources to department of natural resources and
environment, and abolishment of department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.

257.660a Operation of bicycle upon highway or street; riding close to right-hand curb or
edge of roadway; exceptions.
Sec. 660a. A person operating a bicycle upon a highway or street at less than the existing speed of traffic

shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except as follows:
(a) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or any other vehicle proceeding in the same direction.
(b) When preparing to turn left.
(c) When conditions make the right-hand edge of the roadway unsafe or reasonably unusable by bicycles,
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including, but not limited to, surface hazards, an uneven roadway surface, drain openings, debris, parked or
moving vehicles or bicycles, pedestrians, animals, or other obstacles, or if the lane is too narrow to permit a
vehicle to safely overtake and pass a bicycle.

(d) When operating a bicycle in a lane in which the traffic is turning right but the individual intends to go
straight through the intersection.

(e) When operating a bicycle upon a 1-way highway or street that has 2 or more marked traffic lanes, in
which case the individual may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of that roadway as practicable.

History: Add. 2006, Act 339, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 257.660a, which pertained to operation of bicycle with motor, was repealed by Act 439 of 1976, Imd.
Eff. Jan. 13, 1997.

257.660b Operation of bicycle upon highway or street; riding more than 2 abreast.
Sec. 660b. Two or more individuals operating bicycles upon a highway or street shall not ride more than 2

abreast except upon a path or portion of the highway or street set aside for the use of bicycles.
History: Add. 2006, Act 339, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

257.660c Operation of bicycle upon sidewalk or pedestrian crosswalk.
Sec. 660c. (1) An individual operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk shall yield the

right-of-way to pedestrians and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.
(2) An individual shall not operate a bicycle upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk if that operation is

prohibited by an official traffic control device.
(3) An individual lawfully operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk has all of the

rights and responsibilities applicable to a pedestrian using that sidewalk or crosswalk.
History: Add. 2006, Act 339, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

257.660d Parking bicycle on sidewalk, highway, or street.
Sec. 660d. (1) An individual may park a bicycle on a sidewalk except as prohibited by an official traffic

control device.
(2) An individual shall not park a bicycle on a sidewalk in such a manner that the bicycle impedes the

lawful movement of pedestrians or other traffic.
(3) An individual may park a bicycle on a highway or street at any location where parking is allowed for

motor vehicles, may park at any angle to the curb or the edge of the highway, and may park abreast of another
bicycle.

(4) An individual shall not park a bicycle on a highway or street in such a manner as to obstruct the
movement of a legally parked motor vehicle.

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an individual parking a bicycle on a highway or street
shall do so in compliance with this act and any local ordinance.

History: Add. 2006, Act 339, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

257.661 Carrying package, bundle, or article on bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility
device, moped, or motorcycle.
Sec. 661. A person operating a bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, moped, or motorcycle

shall not carry any package, bundle, or article that prevents the driver from keeping both hands upon the
handlebars of the vehicle.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 207, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;
¾Am. 2002, Act 494, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2002.

257.661a Handlebars of motorcycle or moped.
Sec. 661a. A person shall not operate on a public highway of this state a motorcycle or moped equipped

with handlebars that are higher than 15 inches from the lowest point of the undepressed saddle to the highest
point of the handle grip of the operator.

History: Add. 1969, Act 134, Eff. June 1, 1970;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

257.662 Bicycles or electric personal assistive mobility device; equipment; violation as civil
infraction.
Sec. 662. (1) A bicycle or an electric personal assistive mobility device being operated on a roadway

between 1/2 hour after sunset and 1/2 hour before sunrise shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which
shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a red reflector on the
rear which shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of
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lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of
500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to the red reflector.

(2) A bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make the braked wheels skid
on dry, level, clean pavement.

(3) An electric personal assistive mobility device shall enable the operator to bring it to a controlled stop.
(4) A person shall not sell, offer for sale, or deliver for sale in this state a bicycle or a pedal for use on a

bicycle, either of which was manufactured after January 1, 1976, unless it is equipped with a type of reflex
reflector located on the front and rear surfaces of the pedal. The reflector elements may be either integral with
the construction of the pedal or mechanically attached, but shall be sufficiently recessed from the edge of the
pedal, or of the reflector housing, to prevent contact of the reflector element with a flat surface placed in
contact with the edge of the pedal. The pedal reflectors shall be visible from the front and rear of the bicycle
during the nighttime from a distance of 200 feet when directly exposed to the lower beam head lamps of a
motor vehicle.

(5) A person shall not sell, offer for sale, or deliver for sale in this state a bicycle manufactured after
January 1, 1976 or an electric personal assistive mobility device unless it is equipped with either tires which
have reflective sidewalls or with wide-angle prismatic spoke reflectors. If the bicycle or the electric personal
assistive mobility device is manufactured with reflective sidewalls, the reflective portion of the sidewall shall
form a continuous circle on the sidewall, and may not be removed from the tire without removal of tire
material. If the bicycle is equipped with wide-angle prismatic spoke reflectors, the reflectors of the front
wheel shall be essentially colorless or amber, and the reflectors on the rear wheel shall be essentially colorless
or red. Reflective sidewalls or spoke reflectors shall cause the bicycle to be visible from all distances from
100 feet to 600 feet when viewed under lawful low beam motor vehicle head lamps under normal atmospheric
conditions.

(6) A person who violates subsection (1) or (2) is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1975, Act 209, Imd. Eff. Aug. 25, 1975;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;

¾Am. 2000, Act 131, Imd. Eff. June 1, 2000;¾Am. 2002, Act 494, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2002.

STREET CARS AND SAFETY ZONES

257.663-257.666 Repealed. 2000, Act 126, Imd. Eff. May 30, 2000.

SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED

257.667 Stopping at railroad grade crossing; driving through, around, or under crossing gate
or barrier; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 667. (1) When a person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the

following circumstances, the driver shall stop the vehicle not more than 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from
the nearest rail of the railroad, and shall not proceed until the driver can do so safely:

(a) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives warning of the immediate approach of a
railroad train.

(b) A crossing gate is lowered or a flagman gives or continues to give a signal of the approach or passage
of a railroad train.

(c) A railroad train approaching within approximately 1,500 feet of the highway crossing gives a signal
audible from that distance, and the train by reason of its speed or nearness to the crossing is an immediate
hazard.

(d) An approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity to the crossing.
(2) A person shall not drive a vehicle through, around, or under a crossing gate or barrier at a railroad

crossing while the gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed or against the direction of a police
officer.

(3) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 237, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾

Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

257.667a Installation and use of unmanned traffic monitoring devices at railroad grade
crossing; civil infraction; evidence; diagnostic study team review required where fatality at
public railroad grade crossing; exception.
Sec. 667a. (1) The department of state police or the state transportation department; the county board of

commissioners, board of county road commissioners, or county sheriff; or other local authority having
jurisdiction over a highway or street may authorize the installation and use of unmanned traffic monitoring
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devices at a railroad grade crossing with flashing signals and gates on a highway or street under their
respective jurisdictions. Each device shall be sufficiently marked or identified or a sign shall be placed at the
approach to the crossing indicating that the crossing is monitored by an unmanned traffic monitoring device.

(2) Beginning 31 days after the installation of an unmanned traffic monitoring device at a railroad grade
crossing described in subsection (1), a person is responsible for a civil infraction as provided in section 667 if
the person violates a provision of that section on the basis of evidence obtained from an unmanned traffic
monitoring device. However, for the first 30 days after the installation of an unmanned traffic monitoring
device, a person shall be issued a written warning only. It is an affirmative defense to a charge of violating
section 667 that the mechanical warning devices at the crossing were malfunctioning.

(3) A sworn statement of a police officer from the state or local authority having jurisdiction over the
highway or street upon which the railroad grade crossing described in subsection (1) is located, based upon
inspection of photographs, microphotographs, videotape, or other recorded images produced by an unmanned
traffic monitoring device, is prima facie evidence of the facts contained therein. Any photographs,
microphotographs, videotape, or other recorded images indicating such a violation shall be available for
inspection in any proceeding to adjudicate the responsibility for a violation of section 667. Any photographs,
videotape, or digital images of the violation shall be destroyed 90 days after final disposition of the citation.

(4) In a prosecution for a violation of section 667 established by an unmanned traffic monitoring device
under this section, prima facie evidence that the vehicle described in the citation issued was operated in
violation of section 667, together with proof that the defendant was at the time of the violation the registered
owner of the vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a rebuttable presumption that the registered owner of the
vehicle was the person who committed the violation. The presumption is rebutted if the registered owner of
the vehicle files an affidavit by regular mail with the clerk of the court that he or she was not the operator of
the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation or testifies in open court under oath that he or she was not the
operator of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. The presumption also is rebutted if a certified copy
of a police report, showing that the vehicle had been reported to the police as stolen before the time of the
alleged violation of this section, is presented before the appearance date established on the citation. For
purposes of this subsection, the owner of a leased or rental vehicle shall provide the name and address of the
person to whom the vehicle was leased or rented at the time of the violation.

(5) Notwithstanding section 742, a citation for a violation of section 667 on the basis of evidence obtained
from an unmanned traffic monitoring device may be executed by mailing by first-class mail a copy to the
address of the owner of the vehicle as shown on the records of the secretary of state. If the summoned person
fails to appear on the date of return set out in the citation previously mailed by first-class mail under this
subsection, a copy shall be sent by certified mail-return receipt requested. If the summoned person fails to
appear on either of the dates of return set out in the copies of the citation mailed under this section, the
citation shall be executed in the manner provided by law for personal service. The court may issue a warrant
for the arrest of a person who fails to appear within the time limit established on the citation if a sworn
complaint is filed with the court for that purpose.

(6) If there is a fatality resulting from a train-vehicle crash at a public railroad grade crossing, the state
transportation department shall convene a diagnostic study team review, if there has not been a diagnostic
study team review at the crossing in the last 2 years. However, a diagnostic study team review is not required
if the initial law enforcement investigation of the fatality indicates that the motorist's consumption of alcohol
or a controlled substance or his or her disregard of an existing traffic control device conveying a "stop"
message contributed to the fatality, or that the fatality was a suicide. The diagnostic study team review shall
be conducted within 120 days after the state transportation department is made aware of the fatality. If the
diagnostic study team review reaches consensus that warning device enhancements are needed, the state
transportation department shall order those improvements. The cost for the improvements shall be financed
consistent with the financing of similar projects by the state transportation department according to its annual
prioritization of grade crossing safety improvements.

History: Add. 2000, Act 367, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2006, Act 600, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3,
2007.

257.668 Designating certain grade crossings as “stop” crossings or “yield” crossings;
signs; duties of driver; cost of yield sign installations; action for negligence; failure to
stop or yield as civil infraction.
Sec. 668. (1) The state transportation department with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, the county

road commissions, and local authorities with reference to highways under their jurisdiction, may designate
certain grade crossings of railways by highways as “stop” crossings, and erect signs at the crossings notifying
drivers of vehicles upon the highway to come to a complete stop before crossing the railway tracks. When a
Rendered Thursday, February 02, 2012 Page 202 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 323 of 2011

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



crossing is so designated and signposted, the driver of a vehicle shall stop not more than 50 feet but not less
than 15 feet from the railway tracks. The driver shall then traverse the crossing when it may be done in safety.

(2) The state transportation department with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, the county road
commissions, and local authorities with reference to highways under their jurisdiction, may designate certain
grade crossings of railways by highways as yield crossings, and erect signs at the crossings notifying drivers
of vehicles upon the highway to yield. Yield signs may be mounted on the same post as is the crossbuck sign.
Drivers of vehicles approaching a yield sign at the grade crossing of a railway shall maintain a reasonable
speed based upon existing conditions and shall yield the right-of-way. The cost of yield sign installations shall
be borne equally by the railroad and the governmental authority under whose jurisdiction the highway rests.
The erection of or failure to erect, replace, or maintain a stop or yield sign or other railroad warning device,
unless such devices or signs were ordered by public authority, shall not be a basis for an action of negligence
against the state transportation department, county road commissions, the railroads, or local authorities.

(3) A person who fails to stop or yield as required by this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 76, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1961, Act 179, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;¾Am.

1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 101, Imd. Eff. Apr. 27, 1980;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

257.669 Certain vehicles to stop at railroad track grade crossing; driver to listen and look in
both directions; shifting gears prohibited; exceptions; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 669. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and (4), the driver of a motor vehicle transporting

16 or more passengers including the driver, a motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or a motor vehicle
that is required to be marked or placarded under 49 C.F.R. parts 100 to 180 before crossing a railroad track at
grade, shall activate the vehicle hazard warning lights and stop the vehicle within 50 feet but not less than 15
feet from the nearest rail. While stopped, the driver shall listen and look in both directions along the track for
an approaching train and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the driver
can do so safely. After stopping as required in this subsection, and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so,
the driver of the vehicle shall cross only in a gear of the vehicle that does not require changing gears while
traversing the crossing. The driver shall not shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(2) A stop need not be made at a railroad track grade crossing where a police officer or a traffic-control
signal directs traffic to proceed.

(3) A stop need not be made at an abandoned railroad track grade crossing. As used in this subsection,
“abandoned railroad track” means a railroad track which meets all of the following requirements:

(i) The track has been abandoned pursuant to federal law.
(ii) The track has been covered or removed.
(iii) All signs, signals, and other warning devices are removed.
(4) A stop shall not be made at an industrial or spur line railroad grade crossing marked with a sign reading

“exempt”. Exempt signs may be erected only by or with the consent of the state transportation department
after notice to and an opportunity to be heard by all railroads operating over that industrial or spur line.

(5) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1965, Act 235, Imd. Eff. July 21, 1965;¾Am. 1967, Act 99, Eff. Sept. 1, 1967;¾

Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1978, Act 612, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6, 1979;¾Am. 1988, Act 383, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1990,
Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990;¾Am. 1995, Act 248, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

257.669a Federal motor carrier safety regulations; adoption; transportation of persons and
property over railroad-highway grade crossings.
Sec. 669a. (1) This state adopts motor carrier safety regulations 49 C.F.R. 392.10 and 392.11 on file with

the office of the secretary of state, to provide for the safe transportation of persons and property over
railroad-highway grade crossings with the intent of following the policies and procedures of the United States
department of transportation's federal motor carrier safety administration as they relate to title 49 of the code
of federal regulations. For purposes of this subsection, “commercial motor vehicle” means that term as
defined in section 7a.

(2) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with a lawful order or direction of a police
officer guiding, directing, controlling, or regulating traffic at a railroad-highway grade crossing.

(3) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle shall not cross a railroad-highway grade crossing unless the
vehicle has sufficient undercarriage clearance.

(4) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle shall not cross a railroad-highway grade crossing unless the
vehicle can be driven completely through the crossing without stopping.

(5) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: Add. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.
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(c) The necessary costs for such removal shall become a lien upon such vehicle and the person into whose
custody the vehicle is given may retain it until the expenses involved have been paid.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.674 Prohibited parking; exceptions; bus loading zone; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 674. (1) A vehicle shall not be parked, except if necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in

compliance with the law or the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in any of the following
places:

(a) On a sidewalk.
(b) In front of a public or private driveway.
(c) Within an intersection.
(d) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant.
(e) On a crosswalk.
(f) Within 20 feet of a crosswalk, or if there is not a crosswalk, then within 15 feet of the intersection of

property lines at an intersection of highways.
(g) Within 30 feet of the approach to a flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-control signal located at the

side of a highway.
(h) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of a point on the curb immediately

opposite the end of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by an official sign or marking.
(i) Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing.
(j) Within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to a fire station and on the side of a street opposite the entrance

to a fire station within 75 feet of the entrance if properly marked by an official sign.
(k) Alongside or opposite a street excavation or obstruction, if the stopping, standing, or parking would

obstruct traffic.
(l) On the roadway side of a vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street.
(m) Upon a bridge or other elevated highway structure or within a highway tunnel.
(n) At a place where an official sign prohibits stopping or parking.
(o) Within 500 feet of an accident at which a police officer is in attendance, if the scene of the accident is

outside of a city or village.
(p) In front of a theater.
(q) In a place or in a manner that blocks immediate egress from an emergency exit conspicuously marked

as an emergency exit of a building.
(r) In a place or in a manner that blocks or hampers the immediate use of an immediate egress from a fire

escape conspicuously marked as a fire escape providing an emergency means of egress from a building.
(s) In a parking space clearly identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by disabled persons

that is on public property or private property available for public use, unless the individual is a disabled
person as described in section 19a or unless the individual is parking the vehicle for the benefit of a disabled
person. In order for the vehicle to be parked in the parking space the vehicle shall display 1 of the following:

(i) A certificate of identification or windshield placard issued under section 675 to a disabled person.
(ii) A special registration plate issued under section 803d to a disabled person.
(iii) A similar certificate of identification or windshield placard issued by another state to a disabled

person.
(iv) A similar special registration plate issued by another state to a disabled person.
(v) A special registration plate to which a tab for persons with disabilities is attached issued under this act.
(t) In a clearly identified access aisle or access lane immediately adjacent to a space designated for parking

by persons with disabilities.
(u) On a street or other area open to the parking of vehicles that results in the vehicle interfering with the

use of a curb-cut or ramp by persons with disabilities.
(v) Within 500 feet of a fire at which fire apparatus is in attendance, if the scene of the fire is outside a city

or village. However, volunteer fire fighters responding to the fire may park within 500 feet of the fire in a
manner not to interfere with fire apparatus at the scene. A vehicle parked legally previous to the fire is exempt
from this subdivision.

(w) In violation of an official sign restricting the period of time for or manner of parking.
(x) In a space controlled or regulated by a meter on a public highway or in a publicly owned parking area

or structure, if the allowable time for parking indicated on the meter has expired, unless the vehicle properly
displays 1 or more of the items listed in section 675(8).

(y) On a street or highway in such a way as to obstruct the delivery of mail to a rural mailbox by a carrier
of the United States postal service.
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(z) In a place or in a manner that blocks the use of an alley.
(aa) In a place or in a manner that blocks access to a space clearly designated as a fire lane.
(2) A person shall not move a vehicle not owned by the person into a prohibited area or away from a curb a

distance that makes the parking unlawful.
(3) A bus, for the purpose of taking on or discharging passengers, may be stopped at a place described in

subsection (1)(b), (d), or (f) or on the roadway side of a vehicle illegally parked in a legally designated bus
loading zone. A bus, for the purpose of taking on or discharging a passenger, may be stopped at a place
described in subsection (1)(n) if the place is posted by an appropriate bus stop sign, except that a bus shall not
stop at such a place if the stopping is specifically prohibited by the responsible local authority, the state
transportation department, or the director of the department of state police.

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1977, Act 19, Eff. Oct. 1, 1977;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am.

1978, Act 546, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1985,
Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1985;¾Am. 1986, Act 69, Eff. Mar. 31, 1987;¾Am. 1986, Act 222, Eff. Oct. 1, 1986;¾Am. 1988, Act 150,
Eff. Nov. 11, 1988;¾Am. 1994, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4, 1998;¾Am. 2000, Act 76, Eff. Oct. 1,
2000;¾Am. 2000, Act 268, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

257.674a Clear vision areas; parking and commercial enterprises prohibited; violation as
civil infraction.
Sec. 674a. (1) A vehicle shall not be parked in an area purchased, acquired, or used as a clear vision area

adjacent to or on a highway right of way. A person shall not conduct vending or other commercial enterprises
in a clear vision area.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: Add. 1967, Act 277, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981.

257.675 Stopping, standing, or parking of vehicle; requirements; signs; traffic control
orders; hearing; windshield placard; certificate of identification for disabled person;
special registration plates; courtesy required; free parking sticker; display; confiscation;
false statement, deception, or fraud as misdemeanor; penalty; violation as civil infraction;
cancellation, revocation, or suspension; driver's, chauffeur's, or state personal
identification card number; signature of out-of-state physician, physician assistant or
certified nurse practitioner; third party reimbursement or worker's compensation.
Sec. 675. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section and this chapter, a vehicle stopped or parked

upon a highway or street shall be stopped or parked with the wheels of the vehicle parallel to the roadway and
within 12 inches of any curb existing at the right of the vehicle.

(2) A local authority may by ordinance permit parking of a vehicle on a 1-way roadway with the vehicle's
left wheels adjacent to and within 12 inches of any curb existing at the left of the vehicle.

(3) A local authority may by ordinance permit angle parking on a roadway, except that angle parking shall
not be permitted on a state trunk line highway.

(4) The state transportation commission with respect to state trunk line highways and the board of county
road commissioners with respect to county roads, acting jointly with the director of the department of state
police, may place signs prohibiting or restricting the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles on a highway
where in the opinion of the officials as determined by an engineering survey, the stopping, standing, or
parking is dangerous to those using the highway or where the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles would
unduly interfere with the free movement of traffic on the highway or street. The signs shall be official signs
and a person shall not stop, stand, or park a vehicle in violation of the restrictions stated on the signs. The
signs shall be installed only after a proper traffic order is filed with the county clerk. Upon the application to
the state transportation commission by a home rule city affected by an order, opportunity shall be given to the
city for a hearing before the state transportation commission, pursuant to the administrative procedures act of
1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, except when an ordinance of the home rule city prohibits or
restricts the parking of vehicles on a state trunk line highway; when the home rule city, by lawfully authorized
official action, requests the state transportation department to prohibit or restrict parking on a state trunk line
highway; or when the home rule city enters into a construction agreement with the state transportation
department providing for the prohibition or restriction of parking on a state trunk line highway during or after
the period of construction. Traffic control orders, so long as they affect parking upon a state trunk line
highway within the corporate limits of a home rule city, are considered “rules” within the meaning of the
administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, and upon application for a
hearing by a home rule city, the proceedings before the state transportation commission shall be considered a
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upper extremity strength or mobility.
(c) Approach a parking meter due to his or her use of a wheelchair or other device.
(d) Walk more than 20 feet due to an orthopedic, neurological, cardiovascular, or lung condition in which

the degree of debilitation is so severe that it almost completely impedes the ability to walk.
(8) To be entitled to free parking in a metered space or in a publicly owned parking structure or area, a

vehicle must properly display 1 of the following:
(a) A windshield placard bearing a free parking sticker issued pursuant to this act.
(b) A valid certificate of identification issued before October 1, 1994.
(c) A valid windshield placard issued by another state.
(d) A certificate of identification issued by another state.
(e) A license plate for persons with disabilities issued by another state.
(f) A special registration plate with a tab for persons with disabilities attached issued by another state.
(9) A vehicle that does not properly display 1 of the items listed in subsection (8) is not entitled to free

parking in a metered parking space or in a publicly owned parking area or structure, and the disabled person
or vehicle operator shall pay all parking fees and may be responsible for a civil infraction.

(10) Blindness that is not accompanied by an incapacity described in subsection (7) does not entitle a
person to a free parking sticker.

(11) The secretary of state shall attach a free parking sticker, in contrasting colors, to the windshield
placard of a person certified as having an incapacity described in subsection (7).

(12) A windshield placard issued under this section shall be displayed on the interior rearview mirror of the
vehicle or, if there is no interior rearview mirror, on the lower left corner of the dashboard while the vehicle is
parked or being parked by or under the direction of a disabled person pursuant to this section.

(13) A certificate of identification issued before February 11, 1992 shall be displayed on the lower left
corner of the dashboard of the parked vehicle.

(14) Upon conviction of an offense involving a violation of the special privileges conferred upon a holder
of a certificate of identification, windshield placard, or free parking sticker, a magistrate or judge trying the
case, as a part of any penalty imposed, may confiscate the serially numbered certificate of identification,
windshield placard, or free parking sticker and return the confiscated item or items to the secretary of state
together with a certified copy of the sentence imposed. Upon receipt of a certificate of identification,
windshield placard, or free parking sticker from a judge or magistrate, the secretary of state shall cancel and
destroy the certificate, placard, or sticker, and the disabled person to whom it was issued shall not receive
another certificate, placard, or sticker until he or she submits a completed application and presents a current
medical statement attesting to his or her condition. A law enforcement officer who observes a misuse of a
certificate of identification, windshield placard, or free parking sticker may immediately confiscate the
certificate, placard, or sticker and forward it with a copy of his or her report to the secretary of state.

(15) A person who intentionally makes a false statement of material fact or commits or attempts to commit
a deception or fraud on a medical statement attesting to a disability, submitted in support of an application for
a certificate of identification, windshield placard, free parking sticker, special registration plate, or tab for
persons with disabilities under this section, section 803d, or section 803f, is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or both.

(16) A person who commits or attempts to commit a deception or fraud by 1 or more of the following
methods is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not
more than 30 days, or both:

(a) Using a certificate of identification, windshield placard, or free parking sticker issued under this section
or by another state to provide transportation to a disabled person, when the person is not providing
transportation to a disabled person.

(b) Altering, modifying, or selling a certificate of identification, windshield placard, or free parking sticker
issued under this section or by another state.

(c) Copying or forging a certificate of identification, windshield placard, or free parking sticker described
in this section or selling a copied or forged certificate, placard, or sticker described in this section. In the case
of a violation of this subdivision, the fine described in this subsection shall be not less than $250.00.

(d) Using a copied or forged certificate of identification, windshield placard, or free parking sticker
described in this section.

(e) Making a false statement of material fact to obtain or assist an individual in obtaining a certificate,
placard, or sticker described in this section, a special registration plate under section 803d, or a tab for persons
with disabilities under section 803f.

(f) Knowingly using or displaying a certificate, placard, or sticker described in this section that has been
canceled by the secretary of state.
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(iii) The department of state police.
(iv) Any other governmental law enforcement agency in this state.
(b) "Local unit of government" means a state university or college or a county, city, village, or township.
History: Add. 1989, Act 89, Eff. Sept. 19, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 230, Imd. Eff. Oct. 16, 1992;¾Am. 2000, Act 268, Eff. Oct. 1,

2000;¾Am. 2004, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 171, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2008;¾Am. 2010, Act 211, Imd. Eff. Nov. 17,
2010.

MISCELLANEOUS RULES

257.676 Unattended vehicle; setting brakes, stopping motor, placing in park, and turning
front wheels; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 676. (1) A person shall not allow a motor vehicle to stand on a highway unattended without engaging

the parking brake or placing the vehicle in park and stopping the motor of the vehicle. If the vehicle is
standing upon a grade, the front wheels of the vehicle shall be turned to the curb or side of the highway.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾

Am. 2003, Act 184, Imd. Eff. Oct. 17, 2003.

257.676a Sale or display for sale of produce or merchandise within right-of-way of highway;
civil infraction; issuance of permit; conditions; exceptions; logo signage; disposition of
revenue.
Sec. 676a. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person, firm, or corporation who sells or

offers for sale, or displays or attempts to display for sale, goods, wares, produce, fruit, vegetables, or
merchandise within the right-of-way of a highway outside of the corporate limits of a city or village, or within
the right-of-way of a state trunk line highway, is responsible for a civil infraction.

(2) The state transportation department may issue a permit to a person, firm, or corporation to conduct
activities described in subsection (1) if the permitted activities do not create an unsafe situation and do not
interfere with transportation along the state trunk line highway. As a condition of issuing a permit under this
subsection, the state transportation department shall require the municipality having jurisdiction over the site
to pass a resolution authorizing the activities described in subsection (1) and may require that the municipality
having jurisdiction over the site of the permitted activities agree to enforce compliance with the permit. The
issuance of a permit under this subsection does not confer any property right. The state transportation
department may charge a fee for issuing a permit under this subsection in an amount not greater than the
administrative cost of issuing the permit.

(3) A holder of a permit issued under subsection (2) that conducts activities in violation of that permit is
responsible for a civil infraction. Each day during which the permit holder conducts activities in violation of
the permit is a separate violation. The state transportation department may limit or revoke a permit issued
under subsection (2) if the permit holder conducts activities that create an unsafe situation or interfere with
transportation along the state trunk line highway, or if the permit holder is in violation of the conditions of the
permit.

(4) This section does not interfere with a permanently established business that, as of September 27, 1957,
was located on or partially on private property or grant to the owner of that business additional rights or
authority that the owner did not possess on September 27, 1957, or diminish the legal rights or duties of the
authority having jurisdiction of the right-of-way.

(5) In conjunction with the exemption granted by federal law from the restrictions contained in 23 USC
111, and described in the "manual on uniform traffic control devices for streets and highways", U.S.
department of transportation and federal highway administration, part 2g (LOGOS), this section does not
prohibit the use of a facility located in part on the right-of-way of I-94 in the vicinity of the interchange of
I-94 and I-69 business loop/I-94 business loop for the sale of only those articles which are for export and
consumption outside the United States.

(6) This section does not prohibit the use of logo signage within the right-of-way of limited access
highways. For purposes of this subsection, "logo signage" means a sign containing the trademark or other
symbol that identifies a business in a manner and at locations approved by the state transportation department.
The state transportation department may enter into agreements to allow logo signage, and any revenue
received by the state transportation department under this subsection shall be deposited into the state trunk
line fund established under section 11 of 1951 PA 51, MCL 247.661.

History: Add. 1957, Act 269, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1964, Act 222, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;
¾Am. 1990, Act 87, Imd. Eff. May 30, 1990;¾Am. 1995, Act 92, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 224, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1998;
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¾Am. 1999, Act 46, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1999;¾Am. 2005, Act 1, Imd. Eff. Mar. 24, 2005.

257.676b Interference with normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic prohibited;
exception; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 676b. (1) A person, without authority, shall not block, obstruct, impede, or otherwise interfere with

the normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic upon a public street or highway in this state, by means of a
barricade, object, or device, or with his or her person. This section shall not apply to persons maintaining,
rearranging, or constructing public utility facilities in or adjacent to a street or highway.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: Add. 1968, Act 151, Eff. Nov. 15, 1968;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.677 Interference with view or control of driver or operation; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 677. (1) A person shall not drive a vehicle when it is loaded, or when there are in the front seat a

number of persons, as to obstruct the view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to interfere
with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.

(2) A passenger in a vehicle or streetcar shall not ride in a position as to interfere with the driver's or
operator's view ahead or to the sides, or to interfere with the driver's or operator's control over the driving
mechanism of the vehicle or streetcar.

(3) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.677a Obstruction of safety vision by removal or deposit of snow, ice, or slush
prohibited.
Sec. 677a. (1) As used in this section:
(a) “Person” shall not include the state or a political subdivision of the state or an employee of the state or

a political subdivision of the state operating within the scope of his duties.
(b) “Safety vision” means an unobstructed line of sight enabling a driver to travel upon, enter, or exit a

roadway in a safe manner.
(2) A person shall not remove, or cause to be removed, snow, ice, or slush onto or across a roadway or the

shoulder of the roadway in a manner which obstructs the safety vision of the driver of a motor vehicle other
than off-road vehicles.

(3) A person shall not deposit, or cause to be deposited, snow, ice, or slush onto or across a roadway or the
shoulder of the roadway in a manner which obstructs the safety vision of the driver of a motor vehicle.

(4) A person shall not deposit, or cause to be deposited, snow, ice or slush on any roadway or highway.
History: Add. 1978, Act 82, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29, 1978.

257.678 Coasting prohibited; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 678. (1) The driver of a motor vehicle when traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the

gears of the vehicle in neutral.
(2) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle when traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the

clutch disengaged.
(3) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.679 Following or parking within certain distance of fire apparatus; violation as civil
infraction.
Sec. 679. (1) The driver of a vehicle other than a vehicle on official business shall not follow any fire

apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than 500 feet or driver into or park the vehicle within
500 feet where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

Compiler's note: The words “driver into” in subsection (1) evidently should read “drive into”.

257.679a Limited access highway; pedestrians and certain vehicles prohibited; bicycles
permitted on paths; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 679a. (1) A person shall not operate a motorcycle with less than a 125 cubic centimeter engine,

moped, farm tractor, or other self-propelled farm implement, nor shall a pedestrian, bicycle, except as
provided in this section, or other nonmotorized traffic be permitted on a limited access highway in this state.
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Bicycles shall be permitted on paths constructed separately from the roadway and designated for the exclusive
use of bicycles.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: Add. 1961, Act 164, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;¾Am. 1964, Act 222, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1969, Act 134, Imd. Eff. June 1,

1970;¾Am. 1974, Act 212, Imd. Eff. July 19, 1974;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1,
1979.

257.680 Driving over unprotected fire hose; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 680. (1) A streetcar or vehicle shall not be driven over an unprotected hose of a fire department when

laid down on a street, private driveway, or streetcar track, to be used at a fire or alarm of fire, without the
consent of the fire department official in command.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.681 Bus; fire extinguisher required.
Sec. 681. (1) A person, owner, or motor carrier shall not drive a bus or cause or permit a bus to be driven

or moved, unless the bus is equipped with properly filled fire extinguishers as follows:
(a) If the bus is used to transport hazardous materials and required to be marked or placarded pursuant to

49 C.F.R. parts 100 to 199, a fire extinguisher having an underwriters laboratories rating of 10 B:C or more.
(b) If the bus is not used to transport hazardous materials, either a fire extinguisher having an underwriters

laboratories rating of 5 B:C or more, or 2 fire extinguishers having an underwriters laboratories rating of 4
B:C or more.

(2) The fire extinguishers required by this section shall be securely mounted on the vehicle in a location
readily accessible for use. The fire extinguishers shall be designed, constructed, and maintained to permit a
determination of whether they are fully charged and in proper operating condition.

(3) A fire extinguisher, required under this section, must have an extinguishing agent that does not need
protection from freezing.

(4) A fire extinguisher, required under this section, must not use a vaporizing liquid that gives off vapors
more toxic than those shown as having toxicity rating of 5 or 6 in the underwriters' laboratories classification
of comparative life hazard of gases and vapors.

(5) Each fire extinguisher required under this section must be labeled or marked with its underwriters'
laboratories rating.

History: Add. 1988, Act 219, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1988.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 257.681, which prohibited deposit of glass, nails, rubbish or garbage on highways and required any
person removing damaged vehicle from highway to remove any glass or injurious substance dropped upon highway from such vehicle,
was repealed by Act 106 of 1963, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963.

257.682 Stopping for school bus displaying flashing red lights; exception; violation as civil
infraction; meeting stopped school bus on divided highway; evidence; community service.
Sec. 682. (1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking or meeting a school bus which has stopped and is

displaying 2 alternately flashing red lights located at the same level shall bring the vehicle to a full stop not
less than 20 feet from the school bus and shall not proceed until the school bus resumes motion or the visual
signals are no longer actuated. At an intersection where traffic is controlled by an officer or a traffic
stop-and-go signal a vehicle need not be brought to a full stop before passing a stopped school bus, but may
proceed past the school bus at a speed not greater than is reasonable and proper but not greater than 10 miles
an hour and with due caution for the safety of passengers being received or discharged from the school bus.
The driver of a vehicle who fails to stop for a school bus as required by this subsection, who passes a school
bus in violation of this subsection, or who fails to stop for a school bus in violation of an ordinance that
complies with this subsection, is responsible for a civil infraction.

(2) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway which has been divided into 2 roadways by leaving an
intervening space, or by a physical barrier, or clearly indicated dividing sections so constructed as to impede
vehicular traffic, need not stop upon meeting a school bus which has stopped across the dividing space,
barrier, or section.

(3) In a proceeding for a violation of subsection (1), proof that the particular vehicle described in the
citation was in violation of subsection (1), together with proof that the defendant named in the citation was, at
the time of the violation, the registered owner of the vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a presumption that
the registered owner of the vehicle was the driver of the vehicle at the time of the violation.

(4) In addition to the civil fine and costs provided for a civil infraction under section 907, the judge, district
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court referee, or district court magistrate may order a person who violates this section to perform not to
exceed 100 hours of community service at a school.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1956, Act 48, Eff. Aug. 11, 1956;¾Am. 1957, Act 284, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾
Am. 1958, Act 160, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1962, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾Am. 1963, Act 149, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963;¾Am. 1969,
Act 240, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1982, Act 65, Imd.
Eff. Apr. 8, 1982;¾Am. 1990, Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990.

257.682a Device causing emission of flame or smoke from vehicle; civil infraction.
Sec. 682a. A person who installs, sells, or distributes a device for the purpose of causing flame or smoke to

be emitted from a motor vehicle, except highway maintenance vehicles, or a person who uses such a device
on a motor vehicle which is not a highway maintenance vehicle on a highway of this state is responsible for a
civil infraction.

History: Add. 1952, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Mar. 14, 1952;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.682b Permitting person under 18 to ride in open bed of pickup truck prohibited;
exceptions; civil infraction.
Sec. 682b. (1) Except as provided in this section, an operator shall not permit a person less than 18 years of

age to ride in the open bed of a pickup truck on a highway, road, or street in a city, village, or township at a
speed greater than 15 miles per hour.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to the operator of any of the following:
(a) A motor vehicle operated as part of a parade pursuant to a permit issued by the governmental unit with

jurisdiction over the highway or street.
(b) A military motor vehicle.
(c) An authorized emergency vehicle.
(d) A motor vehicle controlled or operated by an employer or an employee of a farm operation,

construction business, or similar enterprise during the course of work activities.
(e) A motor vehicle used to transport a search and rescue team to and from the site of an emergency.
(3) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: Add. 2000, Act 434, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 257.682b, which pertained to persons authorized to be transported on school bus and to first aid kits,
fire extinguishers, and traffic flares, was repealed by Act 188 of 1990, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990.

EQUIPMENT

257.683 Driving or moving vehicle in unsafe condition; condition and adjustment of parts
and equipment; stopping and inspecting vehicle; citation; training requirements as motor
carrier enforcement officer; additional parts and accessories; exceptions; violation as civil
infraction.
Sec. 683. (1) A person shall not drive or move or the owner shall not cause or knowingly permit to be

driven or moved on a highway a vehicle or combination of vehicles that is in such an unsafe condition as to
endanger a person, or that does not contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with lamps and other
equipment in proper condition and adjustment as required in sections 683 to 711, or that is equipped in a
manner in violation of sections 683 to 711. A person shall not do an act forbidden or fail to perform an act
required under sections 683 to 711.

(2) A police officer on reasonable grounds shown may stop a motor vehicle and inspect the motor vehicle,
and if a defect in equipment is found, the officer may issue the driver a citation for a violation of a provision
of sections 683 to 711.

(3) In order to be classified as a motor carrier enforcement officer, a police officer must have training equal
to the minimum training requirements, including any annual training updates, established by the department
of state police for an officer of the motor carrier division of the department of state police. A police officer
who has received training equal to these minimum training requirements before the effective date of this
section is considered a motor carrier enforcement officer for purposes of this act.

(4) Sections 683 to 711 shall not prohibit the use of additional parts and accessories on a vehicle that are
not inconsistent with those sections.

(5) The provisions of sections 683 to 711 with respect to equipment on vehicles shall not apply to
implements of husbandry, road machinery, road rollers, or farm tractors, except as specifically provided in
sections 683 to 711.

(6) Except as otherwise provided in section 698 or 707d, a person who violates a provision of sections 683

Rendered Thursday, February 02, 2012 Page 215 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 323 of 2011

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



to 711 with respect to equipment on vehicles is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am.

2000, Act 97, Imd. Eff. May 15, 2000;¾Am. 2005, Act 179, Imd. Eff. Oct. 20, 2005.

257.684 Head lamps; lighting, distance, height.
Sec. 684. (a) Every vehicle upon a highway within this state at any time from a half hour after sunset to a

half hour before sunrise and at any other time when there is not sufficient light to render clearly discernible
persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of 500 feet ahead shall display lighted lamps and
illuminating devices as hereinafter respectively required for different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions
with respect to parked vehicles as hereinafter stated. When lighted lamps and illuminated devices are required
by law no vehicle shall be operated upon any highway of this state with only the parking lights illuminated on
the front of the vehicle.

(b) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the distance from which certain lamps and devices
shall render objects visible or within which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said provisions shall apply
during the times stated in paragraph (a) of this section upon a straight, level, unlighted highway under normal
atmospheric conditions unless a different time or condition is expressly stated.

(c) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the mounted height of lamps or devices, it shall
mean from the center of such lamp or device to the level ground upon which the vehicle stands when such
vehicle is without a load.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1961, Act 160, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;¾Am. 1963, Act 58, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963.

257.684a Implement of husbandry; sale; requirements; posting standards.
Sec. 684a. (1) Beginning January 1, 2007, a person shall not sell an implement of husbandry that does not

comply with this section. This section does not apply to an implement of husbandry that was manufactured
before January 1, 2007.

(2) An implement of husbandry shall comply with the following, which are incorporated by reference:
(a) ANSI/ASAE S276.6 JAN2005, Slow-Moving Vehicle Identification Emblem.
(b) ANSI/ASAE S279.12 DEC02, Lighting and Marking of Agricultural Equipment on Highways.
(3) The secretary of state shall post, on its website, the standards incorporated by reference under

subsection (2) not later than 30 days after enactment of the amendatory act that added this section.
History: Add. 2006, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2006.

257.685 Head lamps; number; modulator; height; auxiliary, spot, or other lamp; exemption.
Sec. 685. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), a motor vehicle shall be equipped with at

least 2 head lamps with at least 1 head lamp on each side of the front of the motor vehicle, in compliance with
this chapter. An implement of husbandry manufactured on or after January 1, 2007 shall comply with section
684a.

(2) A motorcycle or moped shall be equipped with at least 1 and not more than 2 head lamps that comply
with this chapter.

(3) A motorcycle or moped head lamp may be wired or equipped to allow either its upper beam or its lower
beam, but not both, to modulate from a higher intensity to a lower intensity. A head lamp modulator installed
on a motorcycle or moped with 2 head lamps shall be wired in a manner to prevent the head lamps from
modulating at different rates or not in synchronization with each other. A head lamp modulator installed on a
motorcycle or moped shall meet the standards prescribed in 49 CFR 571.108.

(4) Every head lamp upon a motor vehicle shall be located at a height measured from the center of the head
lamp of not more than 54 inches nor less than 24 inches above the level surface upon which the vehicle
stands.

(5) When a motor vehicle equipped with head lamps as required in this section is also equipped with
auxiliary lamps or a spot lamp or any other lamp on the front of the motor vehicle projecting a beam of an
intensity greater than 300 candlepower, not more than a total of 4 of those lamps on the front of a vehicle
shall be lighted at a time when upon a highway.

(6) A motor vehicle licensed as an historic vehicle is exempt from the requirements of this section if the
vehicle as originally equipped failed to meet these requirements. An historic vehicle shall not be operated in
violation of section 684.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1957, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 19, 1957;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13,
1977;¾Am. 1978, Act 55, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 1978;¾Am. 2006, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2006;¾Am. 2006, Act 453, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14,
2006.
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257.686 Rear lamps; exemption; requirements for implement of husbandry; pickup camper.
Sec. 686. (1) A motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or vehicle which is being drawn in a train of

vehicles shall be equipped with at least 1 rear lamp mounted on the rear, which, when lighted as required by
this act, shall emit a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear.

(2) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be constructed and placed so as to illuminate with a white
light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of 50 feet to the rear. A tail lamp
or tail lamps, together with any separate lamp for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall be wired so as
to be lighted whenever the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted.

(3) A motor vehicle licensed as an historic vehicle is exempt from the requirements of this section if the
vehicle as originally equipped failed to meet these requirements.

(4) When operated or moved on a highway at the times specified in section 684, an implement of
husbandry shall meet either of the following requirements:

(a) For implements of husbandry manufactured before January 1, 2007, the following:
(i) Display lighted rear lamps which meet the requirements of subsection (1).
(ii) Be accompanied by a vehicle which follows behind the implement of husbandry at a distance of not

more than 50 feet, illuminates the implement of husbandry with the vehicle's headlights, and displays on the
rear of the vehicle lighted rear lamps as required by this section.

(b) For implements of husbandry manufactured on or after January 1, 2007, the provisions of section 684a.
(5) A pickup camper shall be attached to the motor vehicle in a manner so that the registration plate of the

motor vehicle is clearly visible.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 55, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 1978;¾Am. 1987, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 1,

1987;¾Am. 1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 2006, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2006.

257.687 Special lamps for passenger buses, trucks and trailers.
Sec. 687. The sections of this chapter immediately following relating to clearance and marker lamps,

reflectors and stop lights shall apply as stated in said sections to vehicles of the type therein enumerated,
namely: Passenger busses, trucks, truck tractors, and certain trailers, semi-trailers, and pole-trailers,
respectively, when operated upon any highway, and said vehicles shall be equipped as required and all lamp
equipment required shall be lighted at the times mentioned in section 684 of this chapter except that clearance
and side marker lamps need not be lighted on any said vehicle when operated within any municipality where
there is sufficient light to render clearly discernible persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of 500
feet.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.688 Additional lights or reflectors on buses, trucks, tractors, trailers, implement of
husbandry, or special mobile equipment.
Sec. 688. (1) In addition to other equipment required in this chapter, the following vehicles shall be

equipped as provided in this section under the conditions stated in section 687:
(a) On every bus or truck, whatever its size, there shall be on the rear, 2 red reflectors, 1 on each side, and

1 red or amber stop light.
(b) On every bus or truck 80 inches or more in overall width, in addition to the requirements in subdivision

(a), the following:
(i) On the front, 2 clearance lamps, 1 at each side.
(ii) On the rear, 2 clearance lamps, 1 at each side.
(iii) On each side, 2 side marker lamps, 1 at or near the front and 1 at or near the rear.
(iv) On each side, 2 reflectors, 1 at or near the front and 1 at or near the rear.
(v) Three identification lamps, mounted on the vertical centerline of the vehicle or the vertical centerline of

the cab where different from the centerline of the vehicle, except that, where the cab is not more than 42
inches wide at the front roofline, a single lamp at the center of the cab shall be considered to comply with the
requirements for identification lamps. The identification lamps or their mounts shall not extend below the top
of the vehicle windshield.

(c) On every truck tractor, the following:
(i) On the front, 2 clearance lamps, 1 at each side.
(ii) On the rear, 1 stop light.
(d) On every trailer, pickup camper, or semitrailer having a gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds, the

following:
(i) On the front, 2 clearance lamps, 1 at each side.
(ii) On each side, 2 side marker lamps, 1 at or near the front and 1 at or near the rear.
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(iii) On each side, 2 reflectors, 1 at or near the front and 1 at or near the rear.
(iv) On the rear, 2 clearance lamps, 1 at each side, also 2 reflectors, 1 at each side, and 1 stop light.
(e) On every poletrailer, the following:
(i) On each side, 1 side marker lamp and 1 clearance lamp which may be in combination, to show to the

front, side, or rear.
(ii) On the rear of the poletrailer or load, 2 reflectors, 1 on each side.
(f) On every trailer, pickup camper, or semitrailer weighing 3,000 pounds gross or less, on the rear, 2

reflectors, 1 on each side if any trailer or semitrailer is so loaded or is of such dimensions as to obscure the
stop light on the towing vehicle, then such vehicle shall also be equipped with 1 stop light.

(g) Subject to subsection (3), when operated on the highway, every vehicle which has a maximum potential
speed of 25 miles an hour, implement of husbandry, farm tractor, or special mobile equipment shall be
identified with a reflective device as follows:

(i) An equilateral triangle in shape, at least 16 inches wide at the base and at least 14 inches in height: with
a dark red border, at least 1-3/4 inches wide of highly reflective beaded material.

(ii) A center triangle, at least 12-1/4 inches on each side of yellow-orange fluorescent material.
(2) The device described in subdivision (g) shall be mounted on the rear of the vehicle, broad base down,

not less than 3 feet nor more than 5 feet above the ground and as near the center of the vehicle as possible.
The use of this reflective device is restricted to use on slow moving vehicles specified in this section, and use
of such reflective device on any other type of vehicle or stationary object on the highway is prohibited. On the
rear, at each side, red reflectors or reflectorized material visible from all distances within 500 to 50 feet to the
rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps.

(3) An implement of husbandry manufactured on or after January 1, 2007 shall comply with section 684a.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1963, Act 211, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963;¾Am. 1966, Act 163, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾

Am. 1988, Act 383, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1990, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 2006, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2006.

257.689 Clearance and marker lamps and reflectors; color.
Sec. 689. (a) Front clearance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the front or on the

side near the front of a vehicle shall display or reflect an amber color.
(b) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the rear or on the sides near

the rear of a vehicle shall display or reflect a red color.
(c) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect a red

color, except the stop light or other signal device, which may be red or amber, and except that the light
illuminating the license plate shall be white.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.690 Reflectors, clearance lamps, and side marker lamps; mounting.
Sec. 690. (1) Reflectors shall be mounted at a height not less than 15 inches and not higher than 60 inches

above the ground on which the vehicle stands, except that if the highest part of the permanent structure of the
vehicle is less than 15 inches, the reflector at such point shall be mounted as high as that part of the permanent
structure will permit.

(2) The rear reflectors on a pole-trailer may be mounted on each side of the bolster or load.
(3) Any required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle may be incorporated with the tail lamp, but such

reflector shall meet all the other reflector requirements of this chapter.
(4) Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the permanent structure of the vehicle in such a manner as to

indicate its extreme width and as near the top thereof as practicable. Clearance lamps and side marker lamps
may be mounted in combination if illumination is given as required herein with reference to both.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1988, Act 383, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989.

257.691 Clearance and marker lamps and reflectors; visibility.
Sec. 691. (a) Every reflector upon any vehicle referred to in section 689 of this chapter shall be of such size

and characteristics and so maintained as to be readily visible at nighttime from all distances within 500 feet to
50 feet from the vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps. Reflectors required to be
mounted on the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the required color of light to the sides, and those mounted on
the rear shall reflect a red color to the rear.

(b) Front and rear clearance lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished under normal
atmospheric conditions at the times lights are required at a distance of 500 feet from the front and rear,
respectively, of the vehicle.

(c) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished under normal atmospheric
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conditions at the times lights are required at a distance of 500 feet from the side of the vehicle on which
mounted.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.692 Combination vehicles; obstructed lights, lighting requirements.
Sec. 692. Whenever motor and other vehicles are operated in combination during the time that lights are

required, any lamp (except tail lamps) need not be lighted which, by reason of its location on a vehicle of the
combination, would be obscured by another vehicle of the combination, but this shall not affect the
requirement that lighted clearance lamps be displayed on the front of the foremost vehicle required to have
clearance lamps, nor that all lights required on the rear of the rearmost vehicle of any combination shall be
lighted.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.693 Lamp or flag on projecting load.
Sec. 693. Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the rear 4 feet or more beyond the bed or body of

such vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of the load, at the times specified in section 684
hereof, a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the sides and rear. The red
light or lantern required under this section shall be in addition to the red rear light required upon every
vehicle. At any other time there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of such load a red flag or cloth not
less than 12 inches square and so hung that the entire area is visible to the driver of a vehicle approaching
from the rear.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.694 Parked vehicles; lighting.
Sec. 694. Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a highway whether attended or unattended during

the times mentioned in section 684, there shall be displayed upon the left side of such vehicle 1 or more lamps
projecting a white or amber light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to
the front of such vehicle and projecting a red light visible under like conditions from a distance of 500 feet to
the rear, except that local authorities may provide by ordinance that no lights need be displayed upon any such
vehicle when parked in accordance with local ordinances upon a highway where there is sufficient light to
reveal any person within a distance of 500 feet upon such highway.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1959, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1959.

257.695 Minimum lighting for all vehicles.
Sec. 695. All vehicles, including animal-drawn vehicles, implements of husbandry, road machinery, road

rollers, and farm tractors, not otherwise required under this act to be equipped with head or rear lamps, shall
at the times specified in section 684 be in compliance with either of the following:

(a) For implements of husbandry manufactured before January 1, 2007, be equipped with at least 1 lighted
lamp exhibiting a white light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the vehicle and with a lamp
exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle.

(b) For implements of husbandry manufactured on or after January 1, 2007, be in compliance with section
684a.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1987, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1987;¾Am. 1995, Act 221, Eff. Jan. 1, 1996;¾
Am. 2006, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2006.

257.696 Spot lamps; fog lamps.
Sec. 696. (a) A motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than 2 spot lamps, except that a motorcycle

shall not be equipped with more than 1 spot lamp, and every lighted spot lamp shall be so aimed and used
upon approaching another vehicle that no part of the beam will be directed into the eyes of the approaching
driver. Spot lamps may not emit other than either a white or amber light.

(b) A motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than 2 fog lamps mounted on the front at a height of
not less than 12 inches nor more than 30 inches above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands, which
fog lamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high-intensity portion of the light
to the left of the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of 25 feet ahead project higher than a level 4 inches
below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes. Lighted fog lamps meeting the requirements of
this subsection may be used with lower head-lamp beams.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1977, Act 38, Imd. Eff. June 22, 1977.

257.697 Signal lamps or devices; exemption.
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Sec. 697. (a) A motor vehicle may be equipped and when required under this chapter shall be equipped
with the following signal lamps or devices:

(1) A stop lamp on the rear which shall emit a red or amber light and which shall be actuated upon
application of the service or foot brake and which may but need not be incorporated with a tail lamp.

(2) A lamp or lamps or mechanical signal device which conveys an intelligible signal or warning to
another driver approaching from the rear.

(b) A stop lamp shall be capable of being seen and distinguished from a distance of 100 feet to the rear
both during normal sunlight and at nighttime and a signal lamp or lamps indicating intention to turn shall be
capable of being seen and distinguished during daytime and nighttime from a distance of 100 feet both to the
front and rear. When a vehicle is equipped with a stop lamp or other signal lamps, the lamp or lamps shall at
all times be maintained in good working condition. A stop lamp or signal lamp shall not project a glaring or
dazzling light.

(c) All mechanical signal devices shall be self-illuminated when in use at the times mentioned in section
684.

(d) A motor vehicle licensed as an historic vehicle is exempt from the requirements of this section if the
vehicle as originally equipped failed to meet these requirements.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 55, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 1978.

257.697a Sale or operation of certain vehicles unlawful; exception.
Sec. 697a. No person shall sell or offer for sale or operate on the highways any vehicles manufactured or

assembled after January 1, 1955, except those exempted from certificate of title requirements under the
provisions of section 216 of chapter 2 of this act, as amended, unless it is equipped with mechanical or
electrical turn signals meeting the requirements of section 697. This section shall not apply to any motorcycle
or motor-driven cycle.

History: Add. 1954, Act 181, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954.

257.697b Rear stop lamps.
Sec. 697b. A person shall not sell or offer for sale or operate on the highways a vehicle manufactured or

assembled after January 1, 1965, except those exempted from certificate of title requirements under the
provisions of section 216, unless the vehicle is equipped with 2 rear stop lamps except on a motorcycle or
moped meeting the requirements of section 697. A motorcycle or moped shall be required to have 1 rear stop
lamp.

History: Add. 1964, Act 150, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

257.698 Side cowl or fender lamps; running board courtesy lamp; backing lights; lamp or
reflector; flashing, oscillating, or rotating lights; private motor vehicle of security guard
agency or alarm company; use of lights authorized or required under MCL 257.697,
257.697a, and 257.698a; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 698. (1) A motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than 2 side cowl or fender lamps which shall

emit an amber or white light without glare.
(2) A motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than 1 running board courtesy lamp on each side

which shall emit a white or amber light without glare.
(3) Backing lights of red, amber, or white may be mounted on the rear of a motor vehicle if the switch

controlling the light is so arranged that the light may be turned on only if the vehicle is in reverse gear. The
backing lights when unlighted shall be covered or otherwise arranged so as not to reflect objectionable glare
in the eyes of a driver of a vehicle approaching from the rear.

(4) Unless both covered and unlit, a vehicle driven on the highways of this state shall not be equipped with
a lamp or a part designed to be a reflector unless expressly required or permitted by this chapter or that meets
the standards prescribed in 49 C.F.R. 571.108. A lamp or a part designed to be a reflector, if visible from the
front, shall display or reflect a white or amber light; if visible from either side, shall display or reflect an
amber or red light; and if visible from the rear, shall display or reflect a red light, except as otherwise
provided by law.

(5) The use or possession of flashing, oscillating, or rotating lights of any color is prohibited except as
otherwise provided by law, or under the following circumstances:

(a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with flashing, rotating, or oscillating red or blue lights, for use in the
performance of police duties.

(b) A fire vehicle or ambulance available for public use or for use of the United States, the state, or any
unit of the state, whether publicly or privately owned, shall be equipped with flashing, rotating, or oscillating
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sheriff, authorized physician, volunteer or paid fire fighter, volunteer ambulance driver, licensed ambulance
driver or attendant, a person operating an ambulance or wrecker service, or a federally recognized nonprofit
charitable organization which owns and operates an emergency support vehicle used exclusively for
emergencies, except that the authorization shall not permit the person to operate lights as described in
subsection (5)(a), (b), (c), (i), or (j), or to exercise the privileges described in section 603. A person who
operates an authorized emergency vehicle in violation of the terms of an authorization is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

(7) A private motor vehicle of a security guard agency or alarm company licensed pursuant to the private
security guard act of 1968, 1968 PA 330, MCL 338.1051 to 338.1085, may display flashing, rotating, or
oscillating amber lights. The flashing, rotating, or oscillating amber lights shall not be activated on a public
highway when a vehicle is in motion.

(8) This section shall not be construed to prohibit, restrict, or limit the use of lights authorized or required
under sections 697, 697a, and 698a.

(9) A person who violates subsection (1), (2), (3), or (4) is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1953, Act 206, Imd. Eff. June 10, 1953

;¾Am. 1957, Act 19, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1959, Act 151, Imd. Eff. July 16, 1959;¾Am. 1964, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Mar. 20, 1964;¾
Am. 1975, Act 100, Eff. July 1, 1976;¾Am. 1976, Act 347, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1976;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am.
1980, Act 37, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 1980;¾Am. 1980, Act 270, Imd. Eff. Oct. 1, 1980;¾Am. 1984, Act 100, Imd. Eff. May 8, 1984;¾Am.
1984, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1984;¾Am. 1990, Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990;¾Am. 1990, Act 335, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1990;¾Am.
1994, Act 101, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1994;¾Am. 1997, Act 8, Imd. Eff. May 16, 1997;¾Am. 1998, Act 247, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1998.

257.698a Vehicular traffic hazard; front and rear warning lamps.
Sec. 698a. Any vehicle may be equipped with lamps which may be used for the purpose of warning the

operators of other vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care
in approaching, overtaking or passing, and when so equipped may display such warning in addition to any
other warning signals required by this act. The lamps used to display such warning to the front shall be
mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall display simultaneously
flashing white or amber lights, or any shade of color between white and amber. The lamps used to display
such warning to the rear shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and
shall show simultaneously flashing amber or red lights, or any shade of color between amber and red. These
warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet under normal atmospheric conditions
at night.

History: Add. 1962, Act 166, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963.

257.699 Multiple beam road lighting equipment; requirements and limitations.
Sec. 699. Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps, or the auxiliary driving lamps, or combinations

thereof, on motor vehicles shall be so arranged that selection may be made between distributions of light
projected to different elevations, subject to the following requirements and limitations:

(a) Head lamps shall in all cases emit a white light. Auxiliary lamps may emit either a white or amber light.
(b) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed and of an intensity as to

reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 350 feet ahead for all conditions of loading.
(c) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed and of sufficient intensity

to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead; and under any condition of loading none
of the high intensity portion of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an approaching driver.

(d) Every new motor vehicle except motorcycles and mopeds registered in this state which has multiple
beam road lighting equipment shall be equipped with a beam indicator, which shall be lighted when the
uppermost distribution of light from the head lamps is in use and shall not otherwise be lighted. The indicator
shall be so designed and located that when lighted it will be readily visible without glare to the driver of the
vehicle so equipped.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1954, Act 101, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

257.700 Multiple-beam road lighting equipment; oncoming traffic; intensity.
Sec. 700. (a) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway or shoulder adjacent thereto during

the times specified in section 684, the driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high
enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle,
subject to the following requirements and limitations:

(b) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle within 500 feet, such driver shall use
a distribution of light or composite beam so aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of the
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vehicle from its cab.
(d) A new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer sold in this state and operated upon the highways shall be

equipped with brakes on all wheels, except a motorcycle or moped, and except that a semitrailer, pole trailer,
or trailer of less than 3,000 pounds gross weight need not be equipped with brakes if the gross weight of a
trailer or pole trailer, no part of the load of which rests upon the towing vehicle, does not exceed 40% of the
gross weight of the towing vehicle, and if the gross weight of the towing vehicle and the gross weight of a
semitrailer or pole trailer, part of the load of which rests upon the towing vehicle, does not exceed 40% of the
gross weight of the towing vehicle when connected to the semitrailer or pole trailer. This subdivision does not
apply to a trailer or semitrailer owned by a farmer and used exclusively in connection with the farming
operations of the farmer and not used for hire.

(e) Every bus, school bus, truck, or truck tractor shall be equipped with brakes operating on all wheels,
except that a truck or truck tractor that has 3 or more axles need not have brakes on the front wheels if the
vehicle was manufactured before July 25, 1980.

(f) In any combination of motor driven vehicles, means shall be provided for applying the rearmost trailer
brakes, for a trailer equipped with brakes, in approximate synchronism with the brakes on the towing vehicle
and developing the required braking effort on the rearmost wheels at the fastest rate; or means shall be
provided for applying braking effort first on the rearmost trailer equipped with brakes; or both of the above
means capable of being used alternatively may be employed.

(g) A motor vehicle and combination of vehicles, except pole trailers, motorcycles, and mopeds, shall be
equipped with parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it is operated, under all
conditions of loading on a surface free from snow, ice, or loose material. The parking brakes shall be capable
of being applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements by the driver's muscular effort or by spring
action or by equivalent means. Their operation may be assisted by the service brakes or other source of power
if failure of the service brake actuation system or other power assisting mechanism will not prevent the
parking brakes from being applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements. The parking brakes shall
be designed in a manner that when once applied they shall remain applied with the required effectiveness
despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage of any kind. The same brake drums, brake shoes, and
lining assemblies, brake shoe anchors, and mechanical brake shoe actuation mechanism normally associated
with the wheel brake assemblies may be used for both the service brakes and the parking brakes. If the means
of applying the parking brakes and the service brakes are connected in any way, they shall be constructed in a
manner that failure of 1 part shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes.

(h) The brake shoes operating within or upon the drums of the vehicle wheels of a motor vehicle may be
used for both service and hand operation.

(2) A motor vehicle or combination of motor-drawn vehicles shall be capable at all times and under all
conditions of loading, of being stopped on a dry, smooth, level road free from loose material within the
distances specified in this subsection, or shall be capable of being decelerated at a sustained rate
corresponding to these distances upon initial application of the service (foot) brake.

Feet to stop Deceleration
from 20 miles in feet

per hour per second
     Vehicles or combination 
of vehicles having brakes on 
all wheels ..................... 30 14
     Vehicles or combination 
of vehicles not having brakes
on all wheels .................. 40 10.7

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to a combination of motor-drawn vehicles under all of the following
circumstances:

(a) The drawn vehicle is an implement of husbandry.
(b) The motor vehicle hauling the implement of husbandry does not exceed a maximum speed of 25 miles

per hour if the implement of husbandry being drawn is not equipped with brakes that meet the standards set
forth in 49 CFR 393.40 and this act.

(c) If the implement of husbandry being drawn does not exceed any other implement or component design
maximum speed limitation, the combination of vehicles shall not exceed that maximum speed limitation.

(4) Nothing in this act or rules promulgated under this act requires a slasher saw table to be equipped with
brakes.

(5) All brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall be adjusted in a manner as to operate as
equally as practicable with respect to the wheels on the opposite side of the vehicle.
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enclosed flow of exhaust gas from engine parts to the atmosphere.
(g) “Noise” means any sound.
(h) “Total noise” means noises radiating from a vehicle but does not include noises emitted from a horn,

siren, bell or other similar device of an authorized emergency vehicle.
(i) “Gross vehicle weight rating” means the value specified by the manufacturer as the loaded weight of a

vehicle.
(j) “Combination vehicle” means any combination of truck, truck tractor, trailer, semi-trailer or pole trailer

used upon the highways or streets in the transportation of passengers or property.
History: Add. 1978, Act 73, Imd. Eff. Mar. 21, 1978;¾Am. 1978, Act 492, Imd. Eff. Dec. 1, 1978.

257.707b Exhaust system; requirements.
Sec. 707b. (1) A motor vehicle, while being operated on a highway or street, shall be equipped with an

exhaust system in good working order to prevent excessive or unusual noise and shall be equipped to prevent
noise in excess of the limits established in this act.

(2) For purposes of sections 707a to 707f, a motor vehicle does not include a special mobile equipment.
History: Add. 1978, Act 73, Imd. Eff. Mar. 21, 1978.

257.707c Noise limitations; prohibitions.
Sec. 707c. (1) After April 1, 1978, a motor vehicle shall not be operated or driven on a highway or street if

the motor vehicle produces total noise exceeding 1 of the following limits at a distance of 50 feet except as
provided in subdivisions (b)(iii) and (c)(iii):

(a) A motor vehicle with a gross weight or gross vehicle weight rating of 8,500 pounds or more,
combination vehicle with gross weight or gross vehicle weight ratings of 8,500 pounds or more.

(i) Ninety DBA if the maximum lawful speed on the highway or street is greater than 35 miles per hour.
(ii) Eighty-six DBA if the maximum lawful speed on the highway or street is not more than 35 miles per

hour.
(iii) Eighty-eight DBA under stationary run-up test.
(b) A motorcycle or a moped:
(i) Eighty-six DBA if the maximum lawful speed on the highway or street is greater than 35 miles per

hour.
(ii) Eighty-two DBA if the maximum lawful speed on the highway or street is not more than 35 miles per

hour.
(iii) Ninety-five DBA under stationary run-up test at 75 inches.
(c) A motor vehicle or a combination of vehicles towed by a motor vehicle not covered in subdivision (a)

or (b):
(i) Eighty-two DBA if the maximum lawful speed on the highway or street is greater than 35 miles per

hour.
(ii) Seventy-six DBA if the maximum lawful speed on the highway or street is not more than 35 miles per

hour.
(iii) Ninety-five DBA under stationary run-up test 20 inches from the end of the tailpipe.
(2) A dealer shall not sell or offer for sale for use upon a street or highway in this state a new motor vehicle

manufactured after April 1, 1978, which produces a maximum noise exceeding the following limits:
(a) A motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 8,500 pounds or more—83 DBA.
(b) A motorcycle or a moped—83 DBA.
(c) A motor vehicle not covered in subdivision (a) or (b)—80 DBA.
(3) A person shall not operate a vehicle on a highway or street if the vehicle has a defect in the exhaust

system which affects sound reduction, is not equipped with a muffler or other noise dissipative device, or is
equipped with a cutout, bypass, amplifier, or a similar device.

(4) A person, either acting for himself or herself or as the agent or employee of another, shall not sell,
install, or replace a muffler or exhaust part that causes the motor vehicle to which the muffler or exhaust part
is attached to exceed the noise limits established by this act or a rule promulgated under this act.

(5) A person shall not modify, repair, replace, or remove a part of an exhaust system causing the motor
vehicle to which the system is attached to produce noise in excess of the levels established by this act, or
operate a motor vehicle so altered on a street or highway.

(6) A dealer shall not sell a used or secondhand motor vehicle for use upon a street or highway which is
not in compliance with this act.

History: Add. 1978, Act 73, Imd. Eff. Mar. 21, 1978;¾Am. 1978, Act 492, Imd. Eff. Dec. 1, 1978.

Rendered Thursday, February 02, 2012 Page 226 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 323 of 2011

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov





(2) A person shall not drive a motor vehicle if driver visibility through the rear window is obstructed,
unless the vehicle is equipped with 2 rearview mirrors, 1 on each side, adjusted so that the operator has a clear
view of the highway behind the vehicle.

(3) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) The use of draperies, louvers, or other special window treatments, except those specifically designated

in this section, on the rear window, or a side window to the rear of the driver if the vehicle is equipped with 2
outside rearview mirrors, 1 on each side, adjusted so that the driver has a clear view of the highway behind
the vehicle.

(b) The use of a nonreflective, smoked or tinted glass, nonreflective film, perforated window screen, or
other decorative window application on the rear window or a side window to the rear of the driver.

(c) The placement of a necessary certificate or sticker that does not obstruct the driver's clear view of the
roadway or an intersecting roadway.

(d) A vehicle registered in another state, territory, commonwealth of the United States, or another country
or province.

(e) A special window treatment or application determined necessary by a physician or optometrist, for the
protection of a person who is light sensitive or photosensitive, if the owner or operator of a motor vehicle has
in possession a letter signed by a physician or optometrist, indicating that the special window treatment or
application is a medical necessity. However, the special window treatment or application shall not interfere
with or obstruct the driver's clear vision of the highway or an intersecting highway.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (5), the windshield on each motor vehicle shall be equipped with a
device for cleaning rain, snow, or other moisture from the windshield, which device shall be so constructed as
to be controlled or operated by the driver of the vehicle. A vehicle licensed as an historical vehicle is exempt
from this subsection if the vehicle was not originally equipped with such a device. Each windshield wiper
upon a motor vehicle shall be maintained in good working order.

(5) A truck with a gross weight over 10,000 pounds, a truck tractor, a bus, or a truck regardless of weight
carrying hazardous materials on which a placard is required to be posted pursuant to 49 CFR parts 100 to 199
having a windshield shall be equipped with not less than 2 automatically operating windshield wiper blades, 1
on each side of the centerline of the windshield, for cleaning rain, snow, or other moisture from the
windshield. The blades shall be in such condition as to provide clear vision for the driver, unless 1 blade is so
arranged as to clean an area of the windshield extending to within 1 inch of the limit of vision through the
windshield at each side. However, in driveaway-towaway operations, this subsection applies only to the
operated vehicle. In addition, 1 windshield wiper blade suffices under this subsection when the driven vehicle
in a driveaway-towaway operation constitutes part or all of the property being transported and has no
provision for 2 blades. A truck and truck tractor, manufactured after June 30, 1953, that depends upon
vacuum to operate the windshield wipers, shall be so constructed that the operation of the wipers is not
materially impaired by change in the intake manifold pressure.

(6) A truck with a gross weight over 10,000 pounds, a truck tractor, a bus, or a truck regardless of weight
carrying hazardous materials on which a placard is required to be posted under 49 CFR parts 100 to 199 shall
not be operated on the highways at any time unless it is equipped with a hot air windshield defroster or an
electrically heated windshield or other device to heat and maintain the windshield in operable condition at all
times.

(7) As used in this section:
(a) "Physician" means that term as defined in section 17001 or 17501 of the public health code, 1978 PA

368, MCL 333.17001 and 333.17501.
(b) "Optometrist" means that term as defined in section 17401 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,

MCL 333.17401.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 142, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1954, Act 167, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954;¾

Am. 1955, Act 174, Eff. Oct. 14, 1955;¾Am. 1958, Act 23, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;¾Am. 1978, Act 55, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 1978;¾Am.
1980, Act 220, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1988, Act 383, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1988, Act 470, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am. 2000, Act
127, Imd. Eff. May 30, 2000;¾Am. 2010, Act 258, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010.

257.710 Tires; studs or other traction devices; rules; exceptions; use or sale of unsafe tires
prohibited.
Sec. 710. (a) A person shall not operate on a public highway of this state a vehicle or special mobile

equipment which has metal or plastic track or a tire which is equipped with metal that comes in contact with
the surface of the road or which has a partial contact of metal or plastic with the surface of the road, except as
provided in subsections (c), (d), and (e).

(b) A person shall not operate on a highway a vehicle which has a tire that has on its periphery a block,
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stud, flange, cleat, spike, or other protuberance of a material other than rubber which projects beyond the
tread of the traction surface of the tire, except as provided in subsections (c), (d), and (e). A person may,
however, use farm machinery with a tire having a protuberance which will not injure a highway. A person
may also use a tire chain of reasonable proportion upon a vehicle when required for safety because of snow,
ice, or other condition tending to cause a vehicle to skid.

(c) A person may operate on a highway a vehicle which has a pneumatic tire in which wire of .075 inches
in diameter or less is embedded if the tire is constructed so that the percent of metal in contact with the
highway does not exceed 5% of the total tire area in contact with the roadway, except that during the first
1,000 miles of use or operation of the tire the metal in contact with the highway shall not exceed 20% of the
area.

(d) The department of state highways and transportation shall promulgate rules establishing acceptable
standards to permit the use of a tire with studs or other traction devices to be used on a street or highway after
April 1, 1975. The rules shall make separate provision for the extreme winter snow and ice conditions of the
Upper Peninsula and the northern Lower Peninsula. The rules shall include a restriction on the amount and
dimension of protrusions that may be allowed on a tire, the type of material that may be used in a stud,
traction device, or tire, and the amount of road wear that a tire with studs or other traction devices may cause
on a street or highway.

(e) A person may operate on a highway a vehicle which has a pneumatic tire in which are inserted ice grips
or tire studs if the person is a law enforcement officer operating a vehicle owned by a law enforcement
agency, a person operating an ambulance, or a United States postal service rural carrier driving a vehicle the
rural carrier owns and maintains as a prerequisite to employment in the postal service.

(f) A person shall not operate a vehicle on a highway when a tire in use on that vehicle is unsafe as
provided in subsection (h).

(g) A person in the business of selling tires shall not sell or offer for sale for highway use a tire which is
unsafe as provided in subsection (h).

(h) A tire is unsafe if it is in any of the following conditions:
(i) Has a part of the belting material, tire cords, or plys exposed.
(ii) Has evidence of cord or tread separations.
(iii) Is worn to or below the minimum tread level in 2 or more adjacent major grooves at 3 or more

locations spaced around the circumference of the tire. Minimum allowable tread levels are as follows:
motorcycles and moped.....................1/32 inch front and rear
passenger cars and vehicles
   weighing less than 10,000
   pounds.................................2/32 inch front and rear
vehicles weighing 10,000 pounds
   or more...........................4/32 inch front and 2/32 rear

Measurements shall not be made at locations of tread wear indicators or tie bars. A motor vehicle licensed
as an historic vehicle under section 803a is exempt from the tread depth requirements of this subsection.

(iv) Has a marking "not for highway use", "for racing purposes only", "for farm use only", or "unsafe for
highway use".

(v) Has been regrooved or recut below the original tread design depth except in the case of special purpose
designed tires having extra undertread rubber provided for this purpose and identified as those tires.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1962, Act 41, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾Am. 1966, Act 237, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾
Am. 1967, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 27, 1967;¾Am. 1973, Act 138, Eff. Mar. 29, 1974;¾Am. 1977, Act 119, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1977.

Compiler's note: In subdivision (h)(i), the word “plys” evidently should read “plies.”

Administrative rules: R 247.171 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.710a Safety belts and restraining devices; standards, rules and regulations.
Sec. 710a. No person shall sell, offer or keep for sale, or install for use in any motor vehicle to be operated

on the highways of this state, any safety belt, safety restraining device, or attachments thereto as referred to in
this section, unless of a type conforming to standards and specifications established by rules and regulations
which have been established by the commissioner of the Michigan state police.

The rules and regulations established pursuant to the authorization given in this section shall be
promulgated in accordance with the provisions of Act No. 88 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, being
sections 24.71 to 24.82, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948, and subject to Act No. 197 of the Public
Acts of 1952, as amended, being sections 24.101 to 24.110, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948.

History: Add. 1955, 1st Ex. Sess., Act 2, Eff. Feb. 3, 1956.

Popular name: Seat Belt Law
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Administrative rules: R 28.901 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

257.710b Safety belts; bolts and brackets.
Sec. 710b. A private passenger vehicle manufactured after January 1, 1965 shall not be offered for sale in

this state unless the vehicle is equipped with safety belts for the use of the driver and 1 other front seat
passenger. All safety belts and bolts and brackets used in the installation of the safety belts shall meet the
minimum specifications of the society of automotive engineers as prescribed on April 1, 1963. This section
shall not apply to trucks, buses, hearses, motorcycles, or mopeds.

History: Add. 1961, Act 163, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;¾Am. 1963, Act 212, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963;¾Am. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13,
1977.

Popular name: Seat Belt Law

257.710c Bumpers; height limitations; lift blocks; prohibited modifications; construction of
section; applicability; definitions.
Sec. 710c. (1) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle on a public highway or street of this state unless

the vehicle is equipped with a bumper or other energy absorption system with an analogous function which
bumper or system is securely bolted or permanently attached on both the front and rear of the vehicle. The
bumper or energy absorption system shall be maintained in good operational condition, except as provided in
subsection (5). Notwithstanding subsection (6), a person shall not drive a vehicle having a raised or lifted
body height unless the vehicle is equipped with bumpers that comply with this subsection and subsection (2).

(2) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle of a type defined in subsection (8) that exceeds either of the
following limits:
 Vehicle Type                   Frame Height     Bumper Height
 Passenger vehicle.............   12 inches       22 inches
 Other motor vehicle:
 Less than 4,501 pounds GVWR...   24 inches       26 inches
 4,501 to 7,500 pounds GVWR....   24 inches       28 inches
 7,501 to 10,000 pounds GVWR...   26 inches       30 inches

(3) If the GVWR cannot be determined on a motor vehicle other than a passenger vehicle, the limitations
for a motor vehicle having less than 4,501 pounds GVWR shall apply.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (2), a person shall not operate a motor vehicle having lift blocks between
the front axle and springs, or with lift blocks that exceed 4 inches in height between the rear axle and springs
in addition to those provided by the original manufacturer. Any body lift block shall be of single piece
construction and shall not use more than a 3-inch spacer. Any suspension lift block shall use an alignment pin
between the axle and the spring, and shall be of single piece construction. Spring shackle replacements shall
not exceed the original equipment manufacture length by more than 2 inches, and coil spring spacers are
prohibited. All steering components shall be geometrically arranged to function as original equipment
manufacture. Welded pitman arms, drag links, and tie rods are prohibited. All parts used to modify the
original suspension or height of a motor vehicle shall be factory manufactured and shall meet or exceed the
original manufacturer's specifications.

(5) A person shall not modify a vehicle to be in violation of this section, alter or add to an original frame
resulting in an increase in height of the vehicle, or cause the vehicle body or chassis to come in contact with
the ground, expose the fuel tank to damage from collision, or cause the wheels to come in contact with the
body. No part of the suspension on a vehicle shall extend below the lowest portion of a wheel rim on the
vehicle. A part of the original suspension system shall not be disconnected or modified to defeat the safe
operation of the suspension system. This section does not prohibit the installation of heavy duty equipment
including bumpers, shock absorbers, and overload springs within the limitations of this section, or the
removal of a bumper when necessary to install a snowplow, lift ramp, or similar device while the device is in
place and operational.

(6) This section shall not be construed to establish standards stricter than those formulated by the United
States department of transportation for bumpers on a passenger motor vehicle sold within the United States.

(7) This section does not apply to a vehicle having a manufacturer's design which intrinsically precludes
conformance with this section, a vehicle with a GVWR of 10,001 pounds or more, a vehicle designed to carry
16 or more passengers including the driver, implements of husbandry, or a road tractor, truck or truck tractor
owned by a wood harvester or contractor and used exclusively in connection with wood harvesting and
logging operations, or a vehicle which has an unaltered bumper or suspension system as supplied by the
manufacturer. The operator of a vehicle cited for a violation of this section may assert as an affirmative
defense that the vehicle in question, at the time of the violation, met original manufacturer's specifications for
equipment which affected its bumper or frame height. The operator shall establish by a preponderance of this
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evidence the affirmative defense asserted pursuant to this subsection.
(8) As used in this section:
(a) "Bumper height" means the vertical distance between the ground and the highest point of the bottom of

the bumper, as measured to a level surface when the vehicle is unladen with the vehicle tires inflated to the
manufacturer's recommended pressure. If the bottom of the bumper cannot be determined due to vehicle
design, the measurement shall be made from the lowest point on the rearmost portion of the rear horizontal
bumper bar, or the vertical distance between the lowest point on the forwardmost portion of the front
horizontal bumper bar, as measured to a level surface when the vehicle is unladen with the vehicle tires
inflated to the manufacturer's recommended pressure.

(b) "Frame" means the main longitudinal structural members of the chassis of the vehicle as equipped from
the factory or, for a vehicle with unitized body construction, the lowest main longitudinal structural members
of the body of the vehicle.

(c) "Frame height" means the vertical distance between the ground and the lowest point on the frame,
measured when the vehicle is unladen on a level surface at the lowest point on the frame midway between the
front axle and the second axle on the vehicle with the vehicle tires inflated to the manufacturer's
recommended pressure.

(d) "GVWR" means the original manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating as defined in section 18b.
(e) "Multipurpose passenger motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle, other than a truck or passenger

vehicle, designed to carry 10 passengers or less and constructed either on a truck chassis or with special
features for occasional off-road operation.

(f) "Other motor vehicle" means any truck, multipurpose passenger motor vehicle, or other motor vehicle
having a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less, not including a passenger vehicle or motorcycle.

(g) "Passenger vehicle" means a motor vehicle with motive power designed to carry 10 passengers or less,
or a van having a GVWR of 5,000 pounds or less, but not including a multipurpose passenger motor vehicle,
motorcycle, or truck.

History: Add. 1978, Act 225, Eff. Mar. 30, 1979;¾Am. 1987, Act 19, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1991, Act 129, Eff. Mar. 30, 1992.

257.710d Child restraint system required; position; exceptions; violation as civil infraction;
points; abstract; exemption by rules; alternate means of protection.
Sec. 710d. (1) Except as provided in this section, or as otherwise provided by law, a rule promulgated

under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, or federal regulation,
each driver transporting a child less than 4 years of age in a motor vehicle shall properly secure that child in a
child restraint system that meets the standards prescribed in 49 CFR 571.213.

(2) A driver transporting a child as required under subsection (1) shall position the child in the child
restraint system in a rear seat, if the vehicle is equipped with a rear seat. If all available rear seats are occupied
by children less than 4 years of age, then a child less than 4 years of age may be positioned in the child
restraint system in the front seat. A child in a rear-facing child restraint system may be placed in the front seat
only if the front passenger air bag is deactivated.

(3) This section does not apply if the motor vehicle being driven is a bus, school bus, taxicab, moped,
motorcycle, or other motor vehicle not required to be equipped with safety belts under federal law or
regulations.

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
(5) Points shall not be assessed under section 320a for a violation of this section. An abstract required

under section 732 shall not be submitted to the secretary of state regarding a violation of this section.
(6) The secretary of state may exempt by rules promulgated under the administrative procedures act of

1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, a class of children from the requirements of this section, if the
secretary of state determines that the use of the child restraint system required under subsection (1) is
impractical because of physical unfitness, a medical problem, or body size. The secretary of state may specify
alternate means of protection for children exempted under this subsection.

History: Add. 1981, Act 117, Eff. Mar. 31, 1982;¾Am. 1990, Act 90, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991;¾Am. 1999, Act 29, Eff. Mar. 10, 2000;
¾Am. 2009, Act 57, Imd. Eff. June 26, 2009.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of 1999 PA 29, which amended this section, provides:
“Enacting section 1. It is the intent of the legislature that the cost savings realized by insurance companies because of the changes

made by this amendatory act shall be passed on to insurance policy holders.”

Popular name: Seat Belt Law

257.710e Safety belt required; driver or passenger to which section inapplicable;
transporting child 4 years of age but less than 16 years of age; enforcement of section;
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“Enacting section 1. It is the intent of the legislature that the cost savings realized by insurance companies because of the changes
made by this amendatory act shall be passed on to insurance policy holders.”

Popular name: Seat Belt Law

257.710f Adoption of program to encourage compliance.
Sec. 710f. The secretary of state shall adopt a program to encourage compliance with the safety belt usage

requirement, which shall inform all applicants for an operator license that safety belts are beneficial and that
failure to use them properly is unlawful.

History: Add. 1985, Act 1, Eff. July 1, 1985.

Popular name: Seat Belt Law

257.710g Child car seat safety grant program; establishment.
Sec. 710g. The department of community health shall establish a child car seat safety grant program for the

purpose of providing grants for training, promotion, and education concerning the child restraint system use
requirements under sections 710d and 710e. The child car seat safety grant program shall provide grants to
persons that the department of community health considers eligible.

History: Add. 2000, Act 282, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000;¾Am. 2000, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2001.

257.711 Safety glass required; safety plastic on buses; “safety glass” defined; penalties.
Sec. 711. (1) A person shall not sell a new motor vehicle nor shall a new motor vehicle be registered

thereafter which is designed or used for the purpose of transporting passengers for compensation unless that
vehicle is equipped with safety glass wherever glass is used in doors, windows, and windshields. Rigid safety
plastic which meets the test requirements of American national standards institute standard Z26.1-1966, as
supplemented and amended, may be used on buses in lieu of safety glass, except that front windshields shall
be equipped with safety glass.

(2) A person shall not sell a new motor vehicle nor shall a new motor vehicle be registered thereafter
unless that vehicle is equipped with safety glass wherever glass is used in the windshield, doors, and
windows; nor shall any glass be replaced in the windshield, doors, and windows of a motor vehicle unless the
glass is safety glass as herein defined.

(3) The term “safety glass” shall mean a product composed of glass, so manufactured, fabricated, or treated
as substantially to prevent shattering and flying of the glass when struck or broken.

(4) In addition to the penalties imposed by this act, the permit issued by the Michigan public service
commission to a person engaged in the passenger carrying business shall be subject to revocation or
suspension in the discretion of the Michigan public service commission.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1974, Act 64, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 1974;¾Am. 1990, Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990.

257.711a Repealed. 1990, Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to school bus gasoline tanks.

257.712, 257.713 Repealed. 2002, Act 282, Imd. Eff. May 9, 2002.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to flares, flags, reflector units, and flashing signals on stopped vehicles.

257.714 Repealed. 1980, Act 487, Imd. Eff. Jan. 21, 1981.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to vehicles transporting explosives as cargo.

257.714a, 257.714b Repealed. 2005, Act 179, Imd. Eff. Oct. 20, 2005.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to preventing commercial vehicles from throwing road surface substances from

rear wheel and to fuel systems for trucks over 10,000 pounds, truck tractors, road tractors, or buses.

INSPECTION OF VEHICLES

257.715 Maintenance of equipment on vehicles; stopping and inspecting vehicles; citation
for defects in equipment; inspection of vehicles involved in accident; temporary vehicle
check lanes.
Sec. 715. (1) Equipment on motor vehicles as required under this act shall be maintained as provided in

this act. A uniformed police officer may on reasonable grounds shown stop a motor vehicle to inspect the
vehicle, and if any defects in equipment are found, issue an appropriate citation under section 728 or 742 to
the driver and order the driver to have the defect or defects repaired immediately. In case of an accident a
police officer may make an inspection of the vehicles involved in the accident.

(2) The director of the department of state police shall cause inspection to be made of motor vehicles
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operating on the public highways to detect defective equipment or other violations of law governing the use of
public highways by motor vehicles, operators, and chauffeurs. For that purpose the director may establish
temporary vehicle check lanes at appropriate locations throughout the state for checking for inadequacies and
violations. A county, city, village, or township police department also may operate a temporary check lane
within its limits with the express authorization of the director of the department of state police and under the
direct supervision of a designated representative of the director.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1966, Act 214, Eff. Mar. 10, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾
Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.715a Inspection of certain school buses, buses, or other motor vehicles with seating
capacity of 12 or more; delegation of inspection; rules.
Sec. 715a. (1) A school bus, bus, or other motor vehicle with a manufacturers rated seating capacity of 12

or more which is owned, leased or used by a nonpublic school, religious organization, nonprofit youth
organization, nonprofit rehabilitation facility, or senior citizen center for the transportation of passengers shall
not be operated on a highway unless the vehicle has been inspected as provided in this section.

(2) The department of state police shall inspect each school bus, bus, or other motor vehicle with a
manufacturers rated seating capacity of 12 or more, which is owned, leased or used by a nonpublic school,
religious organization, nonprofit youth organization, nonprofit rehabilitation facility, or senior citizen center
for the transportation of passengers, annually, and more frequently if defects are found in the organization's
vehicles, to determine if the vehicles meet the specifications of the department of state police. The department
of state police may delegate the inspection of vehicles under this section to publicly employed inspectors if
the inspections comply with this section.

(3) The department of state police shall promulgate rules for safety equipment for a school bus, bus, or
other motor vehicle regulated under this section pursuant to Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, as
amended, being sections 24.201 to 24.315 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1978, Act 547, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978;¾Am. 1984, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Dec. 18, 1984.

Administrative rules: R 257.951 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD

257.716 Exceeding size and weight limitations as misdemeanor; exceptions; rules; operation
of wrecker, disabled vehicle, and trailer; noncompliance; fine.
Sec. 716. (1) Unless specifically declared to be a civil infraction, it is a misdemeanor for a person to drive

or move or for the owner to cause or permit to be driven or moved on a highway a vehicle or vehicles of a
size or weight exceeding the limitations stated in this chapter or otherwise in violation of this chapter, and the
maximum size and weight specified in this chapter are lawful throughout this state, and local authorities shall
not alter those size and weight limitations except as express authority is granted in this chapter.

(2) The provision of this chapter governing size, weight, and load do not apply to a fire apparatus, to an
implement of husbandry, a boat lift or oversized hydraulic boat trailer owned and operated by a marina or
watercraft dealer used exclusively in a commercial boat storage operation and incidentally moved upon a
highway, a combination of vehicles described in, and under the conditions provided by, subsection (4), or to a
vehicle operated under the terms of a special permit issued as provided in this chapter.

(3) The state transportation department, under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306,
MCL 24.201 to 24.328, may promulgate rules permitting and regulating the operation of a vehicle or vehicles
of a size or weight that exceeds the size or weight limitations in this chapter. The rules may restrict or
proscribe the conditions of operation of a vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight that exceeds the size or
weight limitations in this chapter, if the restriction or proscription is necessary to protect the public safety or
to prevent undue damage to a road foundation or surface, a structure, or an installation. The rules may provide
for a reasonable inspection fee for an inspection of a vehicle or vehicles to determine whether their sizes and
weights are in conformance with this act, and may require other security necessary to compensate for damage
caused by the vehicle or vehicles described in this subsection.

(4) A wrecker and a disabled vehicle, or a wrecker and a combination of a disabled vehicle and 1 trailer,
that exceeds the size and weight limitations in this chapter may be operated upon the highways of this state
under the following conditions:

(a) The wrecker is specifically designed for such towing operations, is equipped with flashing, oscillating,
or rotating amber or red lights as permitted under section 698, and is capable of utilizing the lighting and
braking systems of the disabled vehicle or combination of disabled vehicles if those systems are operational.

(b) For a combination of disabled vehicles, the wrecker is issued a special permit under section 725 by the
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hazard or hazards. The state transportation commission shall notify all other jurisdictional authorities of a
determination made under this subsection. The order shall not prohibit the issuance of a special permit for the
movement of a mobile home or park model trailer if a binding contract for the movement of that mobile home
or park model trailer was executed before the commission determination of an unreasonable safety hazard or
hazards.

(12) As used in this section:
(a) "Jurisdictional authority" means the state transportation department, a county road commission, or a

local authority that has jurisdiction over a street or highway on which a mobile home is proposed to be
moved.

(b) "Mobile home" means any of the following:
(i) A prebuilt housing module.
(ii) That term as defined in section 2 of the mobile home commission act, 1987 PA 96, MCL 125.2302.
(iii) A section of a mobile home as that term is defined in subparagraph (ii).
History: Add. 1954, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 15, 1954;¾Am. 1963, Act 84, Imd. Eff. May 8, 1963;¾Am. 1969, Act 156, Eff. Mar.

20, 1970;¾Am. 1971, Act 58, Imd. Eff. July 20, 1971;¾Am. 1972, Act 163, Imd. Eff. June 13, 1972;¾Am. 1973, Act 207, Imd. Eff.
Jan. 11, 1974;¾Am. 1975, Act 336, Imd. Eff. Jan. 12, 1976;¾Am. 1980, Act 175, Imd. Eff. June 26, 1980;¾Am. 1982, Act 533, Eff.
Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1983, Act 224, Imd. Eff. Nov. 28, 1983;¾Am. 1986, Act 284, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1986;¾Am. 1991, Act 19, Imd.
Eff. May 8, 1991;¾Am. 1992, Act 128, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1992;¾Am. 1992, Act 257, Imd. Eff. Dec. 7, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 243,
Imd. Eff. Nov. 22, 1993;¾Am. 1996, Act 136, Imd. Eff. Mar. 21, 1996;¾Am. 2009, Act 32, Eff. Dec. 1, 2009.

257.719b Certain mobile homes transported in lower peninsula; additional requirements.
Sec. 719b. All mobile homes transported on the highways of the Lower Peninsula of this state that are

more than 14-1/3 feet wide, plus normal appurtenances that extend no more than 6 inches, and an eave that
extends no more than 2 feet from the width of the mobile home, are subject to the following requirements in
addition to the requirements of section 719a:

(a) Two escort vehicles shall escort the towing vehicle and mobile home on all 2-lane roads and on those
roads where the state police consider 2 escort vehicles necessary for highway safety.

(b) Each towing vehicle shall be equipped with a radio or other device that allows for continuous
communication between the towing vehicle and each escort vehicle.

(c) The person transporting the mobile home shall have in effect a liability insurance policy covering
personal injury and property damage and having policy limits of not less than $1,000,000.00.

(d) The towing vehicle and mobile home shall not exceed a speed of 45 miles per hour or 10 miles per hour
below the posted speed limit, whichever is lower.

History: Add. 1991, Act 19, Imd. Eff. May 8, 1991;¾Am. 1992, Act 128, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1992;¾Am. 1992, Act 257, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 7, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 243, Imd. Eff. Nov. 22, 1993.

257.719c Truck and semitrailers used for transporting passengers for sightseeing purposes.
Sec. 719c. (1) Notwithstanding section 719, a truck may be used to haul not more than 4 semitrailers for

the purpose of transporting passengers for sightseeing purposes with the approval of the local unit of
government in which the truck is to be operated not to exceed 3 miles beyond the boundaries of the local unit
and if the truck does not exceed a speed of 25 miles per hour.

(2) A truck and semitrailers described in this section shall meet the following requirements:
(a) Be equipped with hazard warning lights, and slow-moving vehicle emblems as described in section

688.
(b) Be equipped with safety belts as described in section 710e for each individual seat within 1 year after

the effective date of this section.
(c) Any applicable federal safety standards.
(3) A driver of a truck regulated by this section shall secure the proper group vehicle designation and any

endorsement required on his or her operator's or chauffeur's license before operating a truck regulated by this
section.

(4) A truck and semitrailers used as described in this section shall be inspected annually by the department
of state police.

History: Add. 1995, Act 105, Imd. Eff. June 23, 1995.

257.720 Construction or loading of vehicles to prevent contents from escaping; exception;
closing tailgates, faucets, and taps; exemption; proof of violation; loading of vehicles not
completely enclosed; prima facie liability; exceptions; front end loading device; violation;
penalty; "logs" defined.
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Sec. 720. (1) A person shall not drive or move a vehicle on a highway unless the vehicle is so constructed
or loaded as to prevent its contents from dropping, sifting, leaking, blowing off, or otherwise escaping from
the vehicle. This requirement does not apply to a vehicle transporting agricultural or horticultural products
when hay, straw, silage, or residue from a product, but not including the product itself, or when materials such
as water used to preserve and handle agricultural or horticultural products while in transportation, escape from
the vehicle in an amount that does not interfere with other traffic on the highway. The tailgate, faucets, and
taps on a vehicle shall be securely closed to prevent spillage during transportation whether the vehicle is
loaded or empty, and the vehicle shall not have any holes or cracks through which material can escape. Any
highway maintenance vehicle engaged in either ice or snow removal shall be exempt from this section.

(2) Actual spillage of material on the highway or proof of that spillage is not necessary to prove a violation
of this section.

(3) Except as provided in this section, a vehicle carrying a load, other than logs or tubular products, which
is not completely enclosed shall meet either of the following requirements:

(a) Have the load covered with firmly secured canvas or a similar type of covering. A device used to
comply with the requirement of this subdivision shall not exceed a width of 108 inches nor by design or use
have the capability to carry cargo by itself.

(b) Have the load securely fastened to the body or the frame of the vehicle with binders of adequate
number and of adequate breaking strength to prevent the dropping off or shifting of the load.

(4) A company or individual who loads or unloads a vehicle or causes it to be loaded or unloaded, with
knowledge that it is to be driven on a public highway, in a manner so as to cause a violation of subsection (1)
shall be prima facie liable for a violation of this section.

(5) Subsection (3) does not apply to a person operating a vehicle to transport agricultural commodities or
to a person operating a farm truck or implement of husbandry transporting sand, gravel, and dirt necessary in
the normal operation of a farm. However, a person operating a vehicle to transport agricultural commodities
or sand, gravel, and dirt in the normal operation of the farm who violates subsection (1) or (4) is guilty of a
misdemeanor and is subject to the penalties prescribed in subsection (9).

(6) Subsection (3)(a) does not apply to a motor vehicle transporting items of a load that because of their
weight will not fall off the moving vehicle and that have their centers of gravity located at least 6 inches
below the top of the enclosure nor to a motor vehicle carrying metal that because of its weight and density is
so loaded as to prevent it from dropping or falling off the moving vehicle.

(7) Subsection (3)(a) does not apply to motor vehicles and other equipment engaged in work upon the
surface of a highway or street in a designated work area.

(8) A person shall not drive or move on a highway a vehicle equipped with a front end loading device with
a tine protruding parallel to the highway beyond the front bumper of the vehicle unless the tine is carrying a
load designed to be carried by the front end loading device. This subsection does not apply to a vehicle
designed to be used or being used to transport agricultural commodities, to a vehicle en route to a repair
facility, or to a vehicle engaged in construction activity. As used in this subsection, "agricultural
commodities" means that term as defined in section 722.

(9) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than
$500.00 or imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both.

(10) As used in this section, "logs" means sawlogs, pulpwood, or tree length poles.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1959, Act 215, Imd. Eff. July 30, 1959;¾Am. 1976, Act 301, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;

¾Am. 1977, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Oct. 6, 1977;¾Am. 1987, Act 41, Eff. July 1, 1987;¾Am. 1988, Act 354, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;¾Am.
1989, Act 37, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1989;¾Am. 1990, Act 67, Imd. Eff. Apr. 27, 1990;¾Am. 1994, Act 50, Imd. Eff. Mar. 25, 1994;¾Am.
1996, Act 136, Imd. Eff. Mar. 21, 1996;¾Am. 2002, Act 535, Imd. Eff. July 26, 2002;¾Am. 2003, Act 142, Imd. Eff. Aug. 5, 2003;¾
Am. 2008, Act 131, Imd. Eff. May 21, 2008.

257.721 Passenger vehicle or pickup truck towing vehicle or trailer; drawbar or other
connection; coupling devices and safety chains; pickup truck with fifth wheel assembly;
conditions for towing additional trailer or semitrailer; speed limit requirements; violation
as civil infraction.
Sec. 721. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), a passenger vehicle or a pickup truck shall

not be driven upon a highway drawing or having attached to the passenger vehicle or pickup truck more than
1 vehicle or trailer.

(2) The drawbar or other connection between 2 vehicles, 1 of which is towing or drawing the other on a
highway, shall not exceed 15 feet in length from 1 vehicle to the other. If the connection consists of a chain,
rope, or cable, there shall be displayed upon the connection a red flag or other signal or cloth not less than 12
inches both in length and width.
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(3) A vehicle or trailer towed or drawn by a vehicle shall be attached to the vehicle with forms of coupling
devices in a manner so that when the combination is operated in a linear alignment on a level, smooth, paved
surface, the movement of the towed or drawn vehicle or trailer does not deviate more than 3 inches to either
side of the path of the towing vehicle that tows or draws it. The vehicle or trailer shall also be connected to the
towing vehicle by suitable safety chains or devices, 1 on each side of the coupling and at the extreme outer
edge of the vehicle or trailer. Each chain or device and connection used shall be of sufficient strength to haul
the vehicle or trailer when loaded. In the case of an implement of husbandry with a gross vehicle weight
rating or gross combination weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, the safety chains or devices required
under this subsection shall conform to the federal motor carrier safety regulations requirements contained in
49 C.F.R. 393.70(d)(5).

(4) A pickup truck with a fifth wheel assembly shall not tow a semitrailer unless the fifth wheel assembly
conforms to the standards prescribed in the motor carrier safety act of 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL 480.11 to
480.22.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a pickup truck with a towing rating equal to, or greater than, the weight
being towed, equipped with a fifth wheel assembly that conforms with the standards prescribed in the motor
carrier safety act of 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL 480.11 to 480.22, towing attached with a semitrailer designed
for recreational living purposes may tow an additional trailer or semitrailer under the following conditions:

(a) The additional trailer or semitrailer shall be attached pursuant to subsection (3). The safety chains
described in subsection (3) shall be securely attached at the extreme outer edge of the attached trailer or
semitrailer with a locking mechanism. The towing vehicle hitch shall be of substantial material and shall be
attached in a proper and skillful manner to the frame of the towing vehicle.

(b) The total length of the pickup truck, semitrailer designed for recreational living purposes, and
additional trailer or semitrailer, and load, shall not exceed 65 feet on any highways in this state.

(c) The gross weight of the additional trailer or semitrailer towed or drawn shall not exceed the empty
weight of the pickup truck or the empty weight of the semitrailer.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a pickup truck towing a semitrailer and additional trailer shall be
considered a passenger vehicle and shall comply with the speed limit requirements of section 627(5).

(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1990, Act 75, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1990;¾

Am. 1995, Act 248, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1995;¾Am. 1999, Act 24, Imd. Eff. May 13, 1999;¾Am. 2000, Act 154, Imd. Eff. June 14, 2000
.

257.722 Maximum axle load; normal loading maximum; designating highways as adequate
for heavier loading; restrictions as to tandem axle assemblies; exceptions; public utility
vehicles; normal size of tires; maximum wheel load; reduction of maximum axle load on
concrete pavements during March, April, and May; exemptions; suspension of
restrictions; determination of gross vehicle weight and axle weights; designation of
highways for operation of certain vehicles; definitions.
Sec. 722. (1) The maximum axle load shall not exceed the number of pounds designated in the following

provisions that prescribe the distance between axles:
(a) If the axle spacing is 9 feet or more between axles, the maximum axle load shall not exceed 18,000

pounds for vehicles equipped with high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.
(b) If the axle spacing is less than 9 feet between 2 axles but more than 3-1/2 feet, the maximum axle load

shall not exceed 13,000 pounds for high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.
(c) If the axles are spaced less than 3-1/2 feet apart, the maximum axle load shall not exceed 9,000 pounds

per axle.
(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be known as the normal loading maximum.
(2) When normal loading is in effect, the state transportation department, or a local authority with respect

to highways under its jurisdiction, may designate certain highways, or sections of those highways, where
bridges and road surfaces are adequate for heavier loading, and revise a designation as needed, on which the
maximum tandem axle assembly loading shall not exceed 16,000 pounds for any axle of the assembly, if there
is no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the assembly.

(3) On a legal combination of vehicles, only 1 tandem axle assembly shall be permitted on the designated
highways at the gross permissible weight of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is no other axle within 9 feet of
any axle of the assembly, and if no other tandem axle assembly in the combination of vehicles exceeds a gross
weight of 13,000 pounds per axle. On a combination of truck tractor and semitrailer having not more than 5
axles, 2 consecutive tandem axle assemblies shall be permitted on the designated highways at a gross
permissible weight of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the
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(2) If a vehicle is to be weighed to determine whether the vehicle is being operated in violation of this act
or a rule promulgated under this act or of a local ordinance substantially corresponding to this act or a rule
promulgated under this act and the vehicle is equipped with lift axles that have been raised to allow the
vehicle to negotiate an intersection, driveway, or other turn, the vehicle shall be weighed only after the lift
axles have been fully lowered and are under operational pressure as provided in subsection (1).

(3) As used in this section, "lift axle" means an axle on a vehicle that can be raised or lowered by
mechanical means.

History: Add. 2004, Act 420, Eff. Jan. 1, 2006.

257.725 Special permit for certain vehicles and loads required; fees; “jurisdictional
authority” defined.
Sec. 725. (1) Upon receipt of a written application and good cause being shown, a jurisdictional authority

may issue a written special permit authorizing an applicant to operate upon or remove from a highway
maintained by that jurisdictional authority a vehicle or combination of vehicles that are any of the following:

(a) Of a size, weight, or load exceeding the maximum specified in this chapter.
(b) Otherwise not in conformity with this chapter.
(2) The application for a special permit shall be on a form prescribed by the jurisdictional authority and

shall specifically describe the vehicle or vehicles and load to be operated or moved and the particular
highways upon which the special permit to operate is requested.

(3) A jurisdictional authority may issue a special permit and charge a fee that does not exceed the
administrative costs incurred authorizing the operation of the following upon a highway:

(a) Traction engines or tractors having movable tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery of
those movable tracks on farm tractors.

(b) Other farm machinery otherwise prohibited under this chapter.
(c) A vehicle of a size or weight otherwise prohibited under this chapter that is hauling farm machinery to

or from a farm.
(4) A special permit shall specify the trip or trips and date or dates for which it is valid and the

jurisdictional authority granting the special permit may restrict or prescribe conditions of operation of a
vehicle or vehicles, if necessary, to protect the safety of the public or to ensure against undue damage to the
road foundations, surfaces, structures, or installations, and may require a reasonable inspection fee and other
security as that jurisdictional authority determines necessary to compensate for damages caused by the
movement. A special permit may be issued on an annual basis. Except as otherwise provided in this section,
the fee charged by the state transportation department for an intrastate or an out-of-state vehicle for a single
trip shall be $50.00 and for multiple trips or on an annual basis shall be $100.00. Except as otherwise
provided in this section, the fee charged by a jurisdictional authority other than the state transportation
department for an intrastate or an out-of-state vehicle for a single trip shall be not more than $50.00 and for
multiple trips or on an annual basis shall be not more than $100.00. Effective October 1, 1998, the fee charged
by a jurisdictional authority other than the state transportation department for a special permit under this
subsection shall be the fee charged on September 30, 1997. The fee charged by a jurisdictional authority other
than the state transportation department for a special permit under this subsection may be increased above the
amount charged on September 30, 1997 subject to the maximums allowed by this subsection subject to a prior
public hearing with reasonable notice. However, the fee charged by a jurisdictional authority other than the
state transportation department for a special permit under this subsection that is more than $50.00 for a single
trip or that is more than $100.00 for multiple trips or on an annual basis, or both, on September 30, 1997 shall
not be increased.

(5) The fee charged by the state transportation department for an intrastate or an out-of-state vehicle or
combination of vehicles that exceed the maximum size specified in this chapter but do not exceed the
maximum weight or load specified in this chapter or are otherwise not in conformity with this chapter shall be
$15.00 for a single trip and $30.00 for multiple trips or on an annual basis. The fees charged under this
subsection may be increased not more than once each year based on the percentage increase in the United
States consumer price index for all urban consumers for the immediately preceding 12-month period rounded
to the nearest whole dollar. This subsection takes effect October 1, 1998.

(6) The fee charged by a jurisdictional authority other than the state transportation department for an
intrastate or an out-of-state vehicle or combination of vehicles of a size exceeding the maximum specified in
this chapter but not exceeding the maximum weight or load specified in this chapter shall not exceed the
administrative costs incurred by that jurisdictional authority in issuing the permit. This subsection takes effect
October 1, 1998.

(7) A special permit issued under this section shall be carried in the vehicle or combination of vehicles to
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257.726a Enforcement of act on boundary streets or highways.
Sec. 726a. A peace officer of any county, city, village or township of this state may exercise authority and

powers outside his own county, city, village or township when he is enforcing this act on a street or highway
which is on the boundary of the county, city, village or township the same as if he were in his own county,
city, village or township.

History: Add. 1968, Act 47, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1968;¾Am. 1972, Act 122, Imd. Eff. Apr. 27, 1972.

257.726b Violation as to load, weight, or height of vehicle or load; powers of police officer.
Sec. 726b. Any police officer having reason to believe that the load, weight, or height of a vehicle or load

is in violation of section 719, 720, 722a, or 724 which violation is a misdemeanor, may require the driver of
the vehicle to stop, and the officer may investigate, weigh, or measure the vehicle or load. If after personally
investigating, weighing, or measuring the vehicle or load, the officer determines that the load, weight, or
height of a vehicle or load are in violation of the requirements of section 719, 720, 722a, or 724, the officer
may temporarily detain the driver of the vehicle for purposes of making a record or vehicle check, may make
an arrest for the violation, and may proceed as otherwise provided in this act.

History: Add. 1984, Act 74, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1984.

257.726c Duly authorized agent of county road commission; shoulder patch required;
firearm.
Sec. 726c. (1) A duly authorized agent of a county road commission when enforcing sections 215, 255,

631(1), 717, 719, 719a, 720, 722, 724, 725, and 726 shall wear a shoulder patch which shall be clearly visible
and shall identify the branch of government represented.

(2) A duly authorized agent of a county road commission shall not carry a firearm while enforcing sections
215, 255, 631(1), 717, 719, 719a, 720, 722, 724, 725, and 726 unless he or she meets the requirements of the
Michigan law enforcement officers training council act of 1965, Act No. 203 of the Public Acts of 1965,
being sections 28.601 to 28.616 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1984, Act 74, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1984;¾Am. 1989, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Aug. 22, 1989.

257.727 Arrest without warrant; arraignment by magistrate or family division of circuit court.
Sec. 727. If a person is arrested without a warrant in any of the following cases, the arrested person shall,

without unreasonable delay, be arraigned by the magistrate who is nearest or most accessible within the
judicial district as provided in section 13 of chapter IV of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL
764.13, or, if a minor, taken before the family division of circuit court within the county in which the offense
charged is alleged to have been committed:

(a) The person is arrested under section 601d.
(b) The person is arrested under section 625(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (8), or an ordinance substantially

corresponding to section 625(1), (3), (6), or (8).
(c) A person is arrested under section 626 or an ordinance substantially corresponding to that section. If

under the existing circumstances it does not appear that releasing the person pending the issuance of a warrant
will constitute a public menace, the arresting officer may proceed as provided by section 728.

(d) A person arrested does not have in his or her immediate possession a valid operator's or chauffeur's
license or the receipt described in section 311a. If the arresting officer otherwise satisfactorily determines the
identity of the person and the practicability of subsequent apprehension if the person fails to voluntarily
appear before a designated magistrate or the family division of circuit court as directed, the officer may
release the person from custody with instructions to appear in court, given in the form of a citation as
prescribed by section 728.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1965, Act 41, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1965;
¾Am. 1983, Act 63, Eff. Mar. 29, 1984;¾Am. 1991, Act 99, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 301, Eff. June 30, 1994;¾Am. 1998,
Act 348, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2004, Act 62, Eff. May 3, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 463, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010.

257.727a Repealed. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to citations for traffic violations.

257.727b Citation books; issuance; receipt.
Sec. 727b. Each police chief, including the state police, and each sheriff shall issue citation books to each

police officer of the department whose duties may or will include traffic duty or traffic law enforcement. Each
police chief shall obtain a receipt from the officer to whom a citation book has been issued upon a form
created by the secretary of state, the attorney general, the state court administrator, and the director of the
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department of state police.
History: Add. 1966, Act 235, Eff. July 1, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.727c “Citation” defined; numbering, form, and parts of citation; modification and
optional use of citation; complaint signed by police officer as made under oath;
conditions.
Sec. 727c. (1) As used in this act, “citation” means a complaint or notice upon which a police officer shall

record an occurrence involving 1 or more vehicle law violations by the person cited. Each citation shall be
numbered consecutively, be in a form as determined by the secretary of state, the attorney general, the state
court administrator, and the director of the department of state police and shall consist of the following parts:

(a) The original which shall be a complaint or notice to appear by the officer and shall be filed with the
court in which the appearance is to be made.

(b) The first copy which shall be retained by the local traffic enforcement agency.
(c) The second copy which shall be delivered to the alleged violator if the violation is a misdemeanor.
(d) The third copy which shall be delivered to the alleged violator if the violation is a civil infraction.
(2) With the prior approval of the state officials enumerated in subsection (1), the citation may be

appropriately modified as to content or number of copies to accommodate law enforcement and local court
procedures and practices. Use of this citation for other than moving violations is optional.

(3) For purposes of this act, a complaint signed by a police officer shall be treated as made under oath if
the violation alleged in the complaint is either a civil infraction or a misdemeanor or ordinance violation for
which the maximum permissible penalty does not exceed 93 days in jail or a fine, or both, and occurred or
was committed in the signing officer's presence or under circumstances permitting the officer's issuance of a
citation under section 625a or 728(8), and if the complaint contains the following statement immediately
above the date and signature of the officer:

“I declare under the penalties of perjury that the statements above are true to the best of my information,
knowledge, and belief.”

History: Add. 1967, Act 212, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾
Am. 1983, Act 172, Eff. Mar. 29, 1984;¾Am. 1999, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

257.728 Arrest without warrant; preparation and contents of citation; informing offender of
violation; arraignment before magistrate or probate court; appearance; guaranteed
appearance certificate or deposit; fees; violation by officer or magistrate; issuance of
citation to operator involved in accident; issuance of citation to person operating
commercial motor vehicle.
Sec. 728. (1) When a person is arrested without a warrant for a violation of this act punishable as a

misdemeanor, or an ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this act and punishable as a
misdemeanor, under conditions not referred to in section 617, 619, or 727, the arresting officer shall prepare,
as soon as possible and as completely as possible, an original and 3 copies of a written citation to appear in
court containing the name and address of the person, the violation charged, and the time and place when and
where the person shall appear in court. The officer shall inform the offender of the violation and shall give the
second copy of the citation to the alleged offender. If the arrested person demands, he or she shall be
arraigned by a magistrate or probate court as provided in section 727 in lieu of being given the citation.

(2) The time specified in the citation to appear shall be within a reasonable time after the arrest.
(3) The place specified in the citation to appear shall be before a magistrate or probate court within the

county in which the violation charged is alleged to have been committed and who has jurisdiction of the
violation.

(4) Appearance may be made in person, by representation, or by mail. If appearance is made by
representation or mail, the magistrate may accept the plea of guilty or not guilty for purposes of arraignment,
with the same effect as though the person personally appeared before him or her. The magistrate, by giving 5
days' notice of the date of appearance, may require appearance in person at the time and place designated in
the citation.

(5) If a nonresident is arrested without warrant for a violation of this act that is punishable as a
misdemeanor, or an ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this act and punishable as a
misdemeanor, under conditions not referred to in section 727, the arresting officer, upon demand of the
arrested person, immediately shall take the person for arraignment by a magistrate in the vicinity to answer to
the complaint made against the person. If a magistrate is not available or an immediate trial cannot be had, the
person arrested may recognize to the officer for his or her appearance by leaving with the officer a guaranteed
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chapter or of a local ordinance pertaining to the use of motor vehicles shall not be admissible in a court in a
civil action.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1953, Act 60, Eff. Oct. 2, 1953;¾Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.732 Record of cases; forwarding abstract of record or report to secretary of state;
settlement; abstracts forwarded; statements; noncompliance as misconduct in office;
location and public inspection of abstracts; entering abstracts on master driving record;
exceptions; informing courts of violations; entering order of reversal in book or index;
modifications; abstract as part of written notice to appear; expunction prohibited.
Sec. 732. (1) Each municipal judge and each clerk of a court of record shall keep a full record of every

case in which a person is charged with or cited for a violation of this act or a local ordinance substantially
corresponding to this act regulating the operation of vehicles on highways and with those offenses pertaining
to the operation of ORVs or snowmobiles for which points are assessed under section 320a(1)(c) or (i).
Except as provided in subsection (16), the municipal judge or clerk of the court of record shall prepare and
forward to the secretary of state an abstract of the court record as follows:

(a) Not more than 5 days after a conviction, forfeiture of bail, or entry of a civil infraction determination or
default judgment upon a charge of or citation for violating or attempting to violate this act or a local ordinance
substantially corresponding to this act regulating the operation of vehicles on highways.

(b) Immediately for each case charging a violation of section 625(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (8) or section
625m or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 625(1), (3), (6), or (8) or section 625m in
which the charge is dismissed or the defendant is acquitted.

(c) Immediately for each case charging a violation of section 82127(1) or (3), 81134, or 81135 of the
natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.82127, 324.81134, and
324.81135, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to those sections.

(2) If a city or village department, bureau, or person is authorized to accept a payment of money as a
settlement for a violation of a local ordinance substantially corresponding to this act, the city or village
department, bureau, or person shall send a full report of each case in which a person pays any amount of
money to the city or village department, bureau, or person to the secretary of state upon a form prescribed by
the secretary of state.

(3) The abstract or report required under this section shall be made upon a form furnished by the secretary
of state. An abstract shall be certified by signature, stamp, or facsimile signature of the person required to
prepare the abstract as correct. An abstract or report shall include all of the following:

(a) The name, address, and date of birth of the person charged or cited.
(b) The number of the person's operator's or chauffeur's license, if any.
(c) The date and nature of the violation.
(d) The type of vehicle driven at the time of the violation and, if the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle,

that vehicle's group designation.
(e) The date of the conviction, finding, forfeiture, judgment, or civil infraction determination.
(f) Whether bail was forfeited.
(g) Any license restriction, suspension, or denial ordered by the court as provided by law.
(h) The vehicle identification number and registration plate number of all vehicles that are ordered

immobilized or forfeited.
(i) Other information considered necessary to the secretary of state.
(4) The clerk of the court also shall forward an abstract of the court record to the secretary of state upon a

person's conviction involving any of the following:
(a) A violation of section 413, 414, or 479a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.413,

750.414, and 750.479a.
(b) A violation of section 1 of former 1931 PA 214.
(c) Negligent homicide, manslaughter, or murder resulting from the operation of a vehicle.
(d) A violation of sections 701(1) and 703 of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL

436.1701 and 436.1703, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to those sections.
(e) A violation of section 411a(2) of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.411a.
(f) A violation of motor carrier safety regulations 49 CFR 392.10 or 392.11 as adopted by section 1a of the

motor carrier safety act of 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL 480.11a.
(g) A violation of section 57 of the pupil transportation act, 1990 PA 187, MCL 257.1857.
(h) A violation of motor carrier safety regulations 49 CFR 392.10 or 392.11 as adopted by section 31 of the

motor bus transportation act, 1982 PA 432, MCL 474.131.
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follows:
(a) Upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found guilty for a violation of law listed

or described in this subdivision, the secretary of state shall assess a $1,000.00 driver responsibility fee each
year for 2 consecutive years:

(i) Manslaughter, negligent homicide, or a felony resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, ORV, or
snowmobile.

(ii) Section 601b(2) or (3), 601c(1) or (2), or 653a(3) or (4) or, beginning October 31, 2010, section 601d
or 626(3) or (4).

(iii) Section 625(1), (4), or (5), section 625m, or section 81134 of the natural resources and environmental
protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81134, or a law or ordinance substantially corresponding to section
625(1), (4), or (5), section 625m, or section 81134 of the natural resources and environmental protection act,
1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81134.

(iv) Failing to stop and disclose identity at the scene of an accident when required by law.
(v) Fleeing or eluding an officer.
(b) Upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found guilty for a violation of law listed

in this subdivision, the secretary of state shall assess a $500.00 driver responsibility fee each year for 2
consecutive years:

(i) Section 625(3), (6), (7), or (8).
(ii) Section 626 or, beginning October 31, 2010, section 626(2).
(iii) Section 904.
(iv) Section 3101, 3102(1), or 3103 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101,

500.3102, and 500.3103.
(c) Upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found guilty for a violation of section

301, the secretary of state shall assess a $150.00 driver responsibility fee each year for 2 consecutive years.
(d) Upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found guilty or determined responsible

for a violation listed in section 328, the secretary of state shall assess a $200.00 driver responsibility fee each
year for 2 consecutive years.

(3) The secretary of state shall send a notice of the driver responsibility assessment, as prescribed under
subsection (1) or (2), to the individual by regular mail to the address on the records of the secretary of state. If
payment is not received within 30 days after the notice is mailed, the secretary of state shall send a second
notice that indicates that if payment is not received within the next 30 days, the driver's driving privileges will
be suspended.

(4) The secretary of state may authorize payment by installment for a period not to exceed 24 months.
(5) Except as otherwise provided under this subsection, if payment is not received or an installment plan is

not established after the time limit required by the second notice prescribed under subsection (3) expires, the
secretary of state shall suspend the driving privileges until the assessment and any other fees prescribed under
this act are paid. However, if the individual's license to operate a motor vehicle is not otherwise required
under this act to be denied, suspended, or revoked, the secretary of state shall reinstate the individual's
operator's driving privileges if the individual requests an installment plan under subsection (4) and makes
proper payment under that plan. Fees required to be paid for the reinstatement of an individual's operator's
driving privileges as described under this subsection shall, at the individual's request, be included in the
amount to be paid under the installment plan. If the individual establishes a payment plan as described in this
subsection and subsection (4) but fails to make full or timely payments under that plan, the secretary of state
shall suspend the individual's driving privileges. The secretary of state shall only reinstate a license under this
subsection once.

(6) A fee shall not be assessed under this section for 7 points or more on a driving record on October 1,
2003. Points assigned after October 1, 2003 shall be assessed as prescribed under subsections (1) and (2).

(7) A driver responsibility fee shall be assessed under this section in the same manner for a conviction or
determination of responsibility for a violation or an attempted violation of a law of this state, of a local
ordinance substantially corresponding to a law of this state, or of a law of another state substantially
corresponding to a law of this state.

(8) The fire protection fund is created within the state treasury. The state treasurer may receive money or
other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the
fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments. Money in the
fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the general fund. The
department of energy, labor, and economic growth shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation,
only for fire protection grants to cities, villages, and townships with state owned facilities for fire services, as
provided in 1977 PA 289, MCL 141.951 to 141.956.
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(9) The secretary of state shall transmit the fees collected under this section to the state treasurer. The state
treasurer shall credit fee money received under this section in each fiscal year as follows:

(a) The first $65,000,000.00 shall be credited to the general fund.
(b) If more than $65,000,000.00 is collected under this section, the next amount collected in excess of

$65,000,000.00 up to $68,500,000.00 shall be credited to the fire protection fund created in this section.
(c) If more than $100,000,000.00 is collected under this section, the next amount collected in excess of

$100,000,000.00 up to $105,000,000.00 shall be credited to the fire protection fund created in this section.
(d) Any amount collected after crediting the amounts under subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be credited

to the general fund.
(10) The collection of assessments under this section is subject to section 304.
History: Add. 2003, Act 165, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 52, Eff. May 1, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 460, Eff. Apr. 1, 2009;¾

Am. 2008, Act 463, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010;¾Am. 2010, Act 155, Eff. Jan. 1, 2011.

***** 257.732a.amended THIS AMENDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2012 ***** 

257.732a.amended Driver responsibility fee; assessment; notice; payment by installment;
failure to pay fee; fire protection fund; creation; disposition of funds; transmission of fees
to state treasurer; amount credited to general fund; assessment collection subject to MCL
257.304.
Sec. 732a. (1) An individual, whether licensed or not, who accumulates 7 or more points on his or her

driving record under sections 320a and 629c within a 2-year period for any violation not listed under
subsection (2) shall be assessed a $100.00 driver responsibility fee. For each additional point accumulated
above 7 points not listed under subsection (2), an additional fee of $50.00 shall be assessed. The secretary of
state shall collect the fees described in this subsection once each year that the point total on an individual
driving record is 7 points or more.

(2) An individual, whether licensed or not, who violates any of the following sections or another law or
local ordinance that substantially corresponds to those sections shall be assessed a driver responsibility fee as
follows:

(a) Upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found guilty for a violation of law listed
or described in this subdivision, the secretary of state shall assess a $1,000.00 driver responsibility fee each
year for 2 consecutive years:

(i) Manslaughter, negligent homicide, or a felony resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, ORV, or
snowmobile.

(ii) Section 601b(2) or (3), 601c(1) or (2), 601d, 626(3) or (4), or 653a(3) or (4).
(iii) Section 625(1), (4), or (5), section 625m, or section 81134 of the natural resources and environmental

protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81134, or a law or ordinance substantially corresponding to section
625(1), (4), or (5), section 625m, or section 81134 of the natural resources and environmental protection act,
1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81134.

(iv) Failing to stop and disclose identity at the scene of an accident when required by law.
(v) Fleeing or eluding an officer.
(b) Upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found guilty for a violation of law listed

in this subdivision, the secretary of state shall assess a $500.00 driver responsibility fee each year for 2
consecutive years:

(i) Section 625(3), (6), (7), or (8).
(ii) Section 626 or, beginning October 31, 2010, section 626(2).
(iii) Section 904.
(iv) Section 3101, 3102(1), or 3103 of the insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3101,

500.3102, and 500.3103.
(c) Through September 30, 2012, upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found

guilty for a violation of section 301, the secretary of state shall assess a $150.00 driver responsibility fee each
year for 2 consecutive years. However, a driver responsibility fee shall not be assessed under this subdivision
for a violation committed on or after October 1, 2012.

(d) Through September 30, 2012, upon posting an abstract indicating that an individual has been found
guilty or determined responsible for a violation listed in section 328, the secretary of state shall assess a
$200.00 driver responsibility fee each year for 2 consecutive years. However, a driver responsibility fee shall
not be assessed under this subdivision for a violation committed on or after October 1, 2012.

(3) The secretary of state shall send a notice of the driver responsibility assessment, as prescribed under
subsection (1) or (2), to the individual by regular mail to the address on the records of the secretary of state. If
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payment is not received within 30 days after the notice is mailed, the secretary of state shall send a second
notice that indicates that if payment is not received within the next 30 days, the driver's driving privileges will
be suspended.

(4) The secretary of state may authorize payment by installment for a period not to exceed 24 months.
(5) Except as otherwise provided under this subsection, if payment is not received or an installment plan is

not established after the time limit required by the second notice prescribed under subsection (3) expires, the
secretary of state shall suspend the driving privileges until the assessment and any other fees prescribed under
this act are paid. However, if the individual's license to operate a motor vehicle is not otherwise required
under this act to be denied, suspended, or revoked, the secretary of state shall reinstate the individual's
operator's driving privileges if the individual requests an installment plan under subsection (4) and makes
proper payment under that plan. Fees required to be paid for the reinstatement of an individual's operator's
driving privileges as described under this subsection shall, at the individual's request, be included in the
amount to be paid under the installment plan. If the individual establishes a payment plan as described in this
subsection and subsection (4) but fails to make full or timely payments under that plan, the secretary of state
shall suspend the individual's driving privileges. The secretary of state shall only reinstate a license under this
subsection once.

(6) A fee shall not be assessed under this section for 7 points or more on a driving record on October 1,
2003. Points assigned after October 1, 2003 shall be assessed as prescribed under subsections (1) and (2).

(7) A driver responsibility fee shall be assessed under this section in the same manner for a conviction or
determination of responsibility for a violation or an attempted violation of a law of this state, of a local
ordinance substantially corresponding to a law of this state, or of a law of another state substantially
corresponding to a law of this state.

(8) The fire protection fund is created within the state treasury. The state treasurer may receive money or
other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the
fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments. Money in the
fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the general fund. The
department of energy, labor, and economic growth shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation,
only for fire protection grants to cities, villages, and townships with state-owned facilities for fire services, as
provided in 1977 PA 289, MCL 141.951 to 141.956.

(9) The secretary of state shall transmit the fees collected under this section to the state treasurer. The state
treasurer shall credit fee money received under this section in each fiscal year as follows:

(a) The first $8,500,000.00 shall be credited to the fire protection fund.
(b) Any amount collected after crediting the amount under subdivision (a) shall be credited to the general

fund.
(10) The collection of assessments under this section is subject to section 304.
History: Add. 2003, Act 165, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 52, Eff. May 1, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 460, Eff. Apr. 1, 2009;¾

Am. 2008, Act 463, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010;¾Am. 2010, Act 155, Eff. Jan. 1, 2011;¾Am. 2011, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 2012.

257.733 Release of accident information to nongovernmental agency; exception.
Sec. 733. (1) The department shall not release information relating to an accident on the record of a driver

to a nongovernmental agency unless the driver was subsequently convicted of or determined responsible for a
violation of this act in connection with the accident.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (4), the department shall not release information relating to
an accident on the record of any of the following to a nongovernmental agency if the accident occurred while
the person was operating the vehicle during the course of his or her employment:

(a) A police officer.
(b) A firefighter.
(c) An employee of the state transportation department, a county road commission, or a local authority

having jurisdiction over a highway who is authorized to operate a motor vehicle or equipment while working
within the highway right-of-way.

(d) A person authorized to operate an ambulance or other emergency vehicle.
(3) The department shall not release information received under section 732(5) concerning a plea to and

the discharge and dismissal of a violation of section 703 of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998
PA 58, MCL 436.1703, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 703 of the Michigan liquor
control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703, except as provided in section 703(3) of the Michigan
liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1703.

(4) Subsection (2) does not apply to a person described in subsection (2) who was convicted of a crime
under this act in connection with the accident.
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(5) The officer shall inform the person of the alleged civil infraction or infractions and shall deliver the
third copy of the citation to the alleged offender.

(6) In a civil infraction action involving the parking or standing of a motor vehicle, a copy of the citation is
not required to be served personally upon the defendant but may be served upon the registered owner by
attaching the copy to the vehicle. A city may authorize personnel other than a police officer to issue and serve
a citation for a violation of its ordinance involving the parking or standing of a motor vehicle. A city may
authorize a person other than personnel or a police officer to issue and serve a citation for parking violations
described in section 675d if the city has complied with the requirements of section 675d. State security
personnel receiving authorization under section 6c of 1935 PA 59, MCL 28.6c, may issue and serve citations
for violations involving the parking or standing of vehicles on land owned by the state or land of which the
state is the lessee when authorized to do so by the director of the department of state police.

(7) If a parking violation notice other than a citation is attached to a motor vehicle, and if an admission of
responsibility is not made and the civil fine and costs, if any, prescribed by ordinance for the violation are not
paid at the parking violations bureau, a citation may be filed with the court described in section 741(4) and a
copy of the citation may be served by first-class mail upon the registered owner of the vehicle at the owner's
last known address. A parking violation notice may be issued by a police officer, including a limited duty
officer, or other personnel duly authorized by the city, village, township, college, or university to issue such a
notice under its ordinance. The citation filed with the court pursuant to this subsection need not comply in all
particulars with sections 727c and 743 but shall consist of a sworn complaint containing the allegations stated
in the parking violation notice and shall fairly inform the defendant how to respond to the citation.

(8) A citation issued under subsection (6) or (7) for a parking or standing violation shall be processed in
the same manner as a citation issued personally to a defendant under subsection (1) or (3).

(9) As used in subsection (7):
(a) "Parking violation notice" means a notice, other than a citation, directing a person to appear at a

parking violations bureau in the city, village, or township in which, or of the college or university for which,
the notice is issued and to pay the fine and costs, if any, prescribed by ordinance for the parking or standing of
a motor vehicle in violation of the ordinance.

(b) "Parking violations bureau" means a parking violations bureau established pursuant to section 8395 of
the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.8395, or a comparable parking violations bureau
established in a city or village served by a municipal court or established pursuant to law by the governing
board of a state university or college.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July 28,
1980;¾Am. 1980, Act 426, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1981;¾Am. 1981, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1981;¾Am. 1984, Act 74, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18,
1984;¾Am. 1989, Act 89, Eff. Sept. 19, 1989;¾Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4, 1998;¾Am. 2000, Act 268, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000;¾
Am. 2008, Act 171, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2008.

257.743 Contents of citation issued pursuant to MCL 257.742; timely appearance.
Sec. 743. (1) A citation issued pursuant to section 742 shall contain the name of the state or political

subdivision acting as plaintiff, the name and address of the person to whom the citation is issued, the civil
infraction alleged, the place where the person shall appear in court, the telephone number of the court, the
time at or by which the appearance shall be made, and the additional information required by this section.

(2) The citation shall inform the defendant to the effect that he or she, at or by the time specified for
appearance, may:

(a) Admit responsibility for the civil infraction in person, by representation, or by mail.
(b) Admit responsibility for the civil infraction "with explanation" in person, by representation, or by mail.
(c) Deny responsibility for the civil infraction by doing either of the following:
(i) Appearing in person for an informal hearing before a district court magistrate or a judge without the

opportunity of being represented by an attorney.
(ii) Appearing in court for a formal hearing before a judge, with the opportunity of being represented by an

attorney.
(3) The citation shall inform the defendant that if the person desires to admit responsibility "with

explanation" other than by mail or to have an informal hearing or a formal hearing, the person must apply to
the court in person, by mail, or by telephone, within the time specified for appearance and obtain a scheduled
date and time to appear for a hearing. A hearing date may be specified on the citation.

(4) The citation shall contain a notice in boldface type that the failure of a person to appear within the time
specified in the citation or at the time scheduled for a hearing or appearance will result in entry of a default
judgment against the person and in the immediate suspension of the person's operator's or chauffeur's license.
Timely application to the court for a hearing or return of the citation with an admission of responsibility and
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with full payment of applicable civil fines and costs constitute a timely appearance.
(5) If the citation is issued to a person who is operating a commercial motor vehicle, the citation shall

contain a vehicle group designation and indorsement description of the vehicle, which vehicle is operated by
the person at the time of the alleged civil infraction.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1988, Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1990;¾
Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”

257.744 Admissions or denials; sworn complaint; warrant for arrest.
Sec. 744. If an officer issues a citation under section 742 for a civil infraction or if a citation is issued

under section 742 for a parking or standing violation, the court may accept an admission with explanation or
an admission or denial of responsibility upon the citation without the necessity of a sworn complaint. If the
person denies responsibility for the civil infraction, further proceedings shall not be had until a sworn
complaint is filed with the court. A warrant for arrest under section 321a for failure to appear on the civil
infraction citation shall not issue until a sworn complaint relative to the civil infraction is filed with the court.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.744a Police officer knowingly making materially false statement in citation as perjury;
felony; penalty; contempt of court.
Sec. 744a. A police officer who, knowing the statement is false, makes a materially false statement in a

citation issued under section 742 is guilty of perjury, a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than
15 years, and in addition is in contempt of court.

History: Add. 1983, Act 172, Eff. Mar. 29, 1984.

257.745 Responding to allegations in citation; appearance in person, by representation, or
by mail; admission of responsibility; acceptance of admission; denial of responsibility;
scheduling of informal or formal hearing.
Sec. 745. (1) A person to whom a citation is issued under section 742 shall appear by or at the time

specified in the citation and may respond to the allegations in the citation as provided in this section.
(2) If the person wishes to admit responsibility for the civil infraction, the person may do so by appearing

in person, by representation, or by mail. If appearance is made by representation or mail, the court may accept
the admission with the same effect as though the person personally appeared in court. Upon acceptance of the
admission, the court may order any of the sanctions permitted under section 907.

(3) If the person wishes to admit responsibility for the civil infraction “with explanation”, the person may
do so in either of the following ways:

(a) By appearing by mail.
(b) By contacting the court in person, by mail, by telephone, or by representation to obtain from the court a

scheduled date and time to appear, at which time the person shall appear in person or by representation.
(4) If a person admits responsibility for a civil infraction “with explanation” under subsection (3), the court

shall accept the admission as though the person has admitted responsibility under subsection (2) and may
consider the person's explanation by way of mitigating any sanction which the court may order under section
907. If appearance is made by representation or mail, the court may accept the admission with the same effect
as though the person personally appeared in court, but the court may require the person to provide a further
explanation or to appear in court.

(5) If the person wishes to deny responsibility for a civil infraction, the person shall do so by appearing for
an informal or formal hearing. Unless the hearing date is specified on the citation, the person shall contact the
court in person, by representation, by mail, or by telephone, and obtain a scheduled date and time to appear
for an informal or formal hearing. The court shall schedule an informal hearing, unless the person expressly
requests a formal hearing. If the hearing date is specified on the citation, the person shall appear on that date
for an informal hearing unless the person contacts the court at least 10 days before that date in person, by
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257.750 Issuance of citations; number as factor in evaluation of police officer's performance
prohibited; applicability of MCL 257.901; fees prohibited; violation of MCL 257.749 as
misconduct in office; removal.
Sec. 750. (1) A police officer shall not be required to issue a predetermined or specified number of

citations for violations of this act or of local ordinances substantially corresponding to provisions of this act,
including parking or standing violations. A police officer's performance evaluation system shall not require a
predetermined or specified number of citations to be issued. Section 901 does not apply to a violation of this
subsection.

(2) A police officer shall not be entitled to any fees for issuing a citation. A police officer, judge, district
court magistrate, or other person employed by the state or by a local governmental unit who violates section
749 or this subsection is guilty of misconduct in office and subject to removal from office.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1988, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1988;¾Am. 2010, Act 226, Imd. Eff. Dec.
10, 2010.

CHAPTER VII
REGISTRATION FEES

257.801 Registration taxes on vehicles; schedules; computation; exemption from ad valorem
taxes on vehicles in stock or bond; increase and disposition of certain taxes; late fee;
definitions.
Sec. 801. (1) The secretary of state shall collect the following taxes at the time of registering a vehicle,

which shall exempt the vehicle from all other state and local taxation, except the fees and taxes provided by
law to be paid by certain carriers operating motor vehicles and trailers under the motor carrier act, 1933 PA
254, MCL 475.1 to 479.43; the taxes imposed by the motor carrier fuel tax act, 1980 PA 119, MCL 207.211
to 207.234; and except as otherwise provided by this act:

(a) For a motor vehicle, including a motor home, except as otherwise provided, and a pickup truck or van
that weighs not more than 8,000 pounds, except as otherwise provided, according to the following schedule of
empty weights:
     Empty weights                                          Tax
     0 to 3,000 pounds..................................$   29.00
     3,001 to 3,500 pounds..............................    32.00
     3,501 to 4,000 pounds..............................    37.00
     4,001 to 4,500 pounds..............................    43.00
     4,501 to 5,000 pounds..............................    47.00
     5,001 to 5,500 pounds..............................    52.00
     5,501 to 6,000 pounds..............................    57.00
     6,001 to 6,500 pounds..............................    62.00
     6,501 to 7,000 pounds..............................    67.00
     7,001 to 7,500 pounds..............................    71.00
     7,501 to 8,000 pounds..............................    77.00
     8,001 to 8,500 pounds..............................    81.00
     8,501 to 9,000 pounds..............................    86.00
     9,001 to 9,500 pounds..............................    91.00
     9,501 to 10,000 pounds.............................    95.00
     over 10,000 pounds.....................$ 0.90 per 100 pounds
                                                  of empty weight

On October 1, 1983, and October 1, 1984, the tax assessed under this subdivision shall be annually revised
for the registrations expiring on the appropriate October 1 or after that date by multiplying the tax assessed in
the preceding fiscal year times the personal income of Michigan for the preceding calendar year divided by
the personal income of Michigan for the calendar year that preceded that calendar year. In performing the
calculations under this subdivision, the secretary of state shall use the spring preliminary report of the United
States department of commerce or its successor agency. A van that is owned by an individual who uses a
wheelchair or by an individual who transports a member of his or her household who uses a wheelchair and
for which registration plates are issued under section 803d shall be assessed at the rate of 50% of the tax
provided for in this subdivision.

(b) For a trailer coach attached to a motor vehicle, the tax shall be assessed as provided in subdivision (l).
A trailer coach not under 1959 PA 243, MCL 125.1035 to 125.1043, and while located on land otherwise
assessable as real property under the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to 211.155, if the
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257.801f Moped; notice of destruction or abandonment; surrender and cancellation of
certificate of registration; notice of change of address; transfer of certificate; fee; duration
of registration; duplicate certificate.
Sec. 801f. (1) The owner of a moped shall notify the secretary of state if the moped is destroyed or

abandoned within 15 days after its destruction or abandonment. Notice shall consist of a surrender of the
certificate of registration on which the proper information shall be noted on a place to be provided. The
secretary of state shall cancel the certificate and enter that fact in the records of the secretary of state.

(2) The owner of a moped shall notify the secretary of state upon a change of address. The new address
shall be recorded by the secretary of state and a certificate of registration bearing that information shall be
returned to the owner.

(3) The transferee of a moped, within 15 days after acquiring it, shall make application to the secretary of
state for transfer of the certificate of registration issued to the moped, giving the transferee's name, address,
and the number of the moped and pay to the secretary of state a transfer fee of $10.00. A registration fee of
$10.00 shall be assessed if the transferred registration would have remained valid for 1 year or less. If the
transferred registration would have remained valid for more than 1 year but less than 2 years, a registration
fee of $5.00 shall be assessed. A registration fee shall not be assessed if the transferred registration would
have remained valid for 2 or more years. Upon receipt of the application and fees, the secretary of state shall
transfer the certificate of registration issued for the moped to the new owner. The registration shall be valid
for 3 registration years. Unless the application is made and the fee paid within 15 days, the moped shall be
considered to be without certificate of registration and a person shall not operate the moped until a certificate
is issued.

(4) If a certificate of registration is lost, mutilated, or becomes illegible, the owner of a moped shall obtain
a duplicate of the certificate upon application and payment of a fee of $2.00.

History: Add. 1976, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;¾Am. 1979, Act 120, Eff. Apr. 15, 1980;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec.
28, 1987.

Compiler's note: For effective date of increases in certain fees, charges or taxes provided by this section, see MCL 257.817(1).

257.801g Apportionment of fee under international registration plan if permitted by
reciprocal compact, agreement, or other arrangement; definition; issuance of registration
plate and cab card upon payment of apportioned fee; purchase of annual international
registration plan plates; service fee; notice; effect of late payment; effect of surrendering
or not surrendering registration plate; temporary registration.
Sec. 801g. (1) Notwithstanding section 801(1)(j) or 801(1)(k), for a truck, truck tractor, or road tractor

engaged in interstate commerce, for which a registration fee otherwise would be provided in section 801(1)(j)
or 801(1)(k), the fee may be apportioned under the international registration plan according to the miles
traveled in this state in relation to the total miles traveled by the vehicle, if the apportionment is permitted by
a reciprocal compact, agreement, or other arrangement entered into by the Michigan highway reciprocity
board.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "international registration plan" means a method of licensing trucks
and bus fleets proportionally among 2 or more member jurisdictions and includes an apportioned fee that is
determined according to the fleet's percentage of miles generated in the various jurisdictions. Upon payment
of the apportioned fee there shall be issued 1 registration plate and 1 cab card for each vehicle with the cab
card indicating the jurisdictions in which the unit is registered and the registered weight for each jurisdiction.

(3) If the apportionment is permitted, and if at the time of purchase a person elects to have the fees
apportioned and the registration is valid for at least 12 months, the annual international registration plan plates
may be purchased by paying any out of state portion and 1/2 the amount apportioned for Michigan fees and an
extra $10.00 service fee per vehicle upon purchase and the balance within 180 days before the date of
expiration. The secretary of state shall notify a person who has elected to use the installment option of this
subsection informing the person of the amount due and of the penalties that shall be imposed if payment is not
received within 180 days before the date of expiration. If a person is once late on paying the balance, a
penalty of 25% of the outstanding balance shall be assessed and collected in addition to the fee. If a person is
twice late in paying the balance within a 2-year period, then a penalty of 25% of the outstanding balance shall
be assessed and collected in addition to the fee, and the person is ineligible to elect the apportionment
payment plan for the next 2 registration years following the year of the delinquency. The secretary of state
shall suspend the registration of any vehicle for which the registration fee is not paid in full and transmit a
statement of the delinquent balance, including the penalty, to the department of treasury for collection.

(4) If a person surrenders a registration plate purchased under section 801(1)(j) or 801(1)(k) for a
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(6) At any time an owner or lessee may delete the registration of a vehicle from the list of vehicles
registered under this section. To delete a vehicle, the owner shall notify the secretary of state of the proposed
deletion in a form prescribed by the secretary of state and surrender to the secretary of state the registration
plate assigned to the deleted vehicle.

(7) A vehicle not titled or leased in the name of the applicant is not eligible for registration under this
section. A vehicle registered under section 801g is not eligible for registration under this section. Passenger
vehicle rental fleets are not eligible for registration under this section.

(8) The secretary of state or the authorized representative of the secretary of state may visit and examine
the vehicle registration records of an owner whose vehicles are registered under this act. This authority only
applies to visits during the regular business hours of the owner and to those vehicles and records necessary for
the secretary of state to determine an owner's compliance with this section.

History: Add. 1996, Act 551, Eff. Oct. 1, 1997.

257.801i Issuance of registration for more than 1 period.
Sec. 801i. (1) The secretary of state, upon request, may issue a vehicle registration under this act for more

than 1 registration period in a manner determined by the secretary of state. The registration tax shall be
prorated according to the taxes and expiration dates provided for under this act.

(2) If a registration is purchased under this section, an annual tax increase provided for under this act shall
not be assessed during the remainder of the period that the registration was purchased.

History: Add. 2000, Act 36, Eff. Apr. 1, 2001.

257.802 Special registrations; registration of commercial vehicles and special mobile
equipment; temporary registration plates or markers; tax rates, fees, and service charges;
disposition.
Sec. 802. (1) For a special registration issued as provided for in section 226(8), there shall be paid 1/2 the

tax imposed under section 801 and in addition a service fee of $10.00.
(2) For all commercial vehicles registered after August 31 for the period expiring the last day of February,

a tax of 1/2 the rate otherwise imposed under this act shall be collected. This subsection does not apply to
vehicles registered by manufacturers or dealers under sections 244 to 247.

(3) For each special registration as provided for in section 226(9), a service fee of $10.00 shall be
collected.

(4) For temporary registration plates or markers as provided for in section 226a(1), a service fee of $5.00
for each group of 5 of those temporary registration plates or markers shall be collected.

(5) For a temporary registration as provided in section 226b, the fee shall be either of the following:
(a) For a 30-day temporary registration, 1/10 of the tax prescribed under section 801 or $20.00, whichever

is greater, and an additional $10.00 service fee.
(b) For a 60-day temporary registration, 1/5 of the tax prescribed under section 801 or $40.00, whichever is

greater, and an additional $10.00 service fee.
(6) For registration plates as provided for in section 226a(5), (6), and (7), a service fee of $40.00 for 2

registration plates and $20.00 for each additional registration plate shall be collected.
(7) For special registrations issued for special mobile equipment as provided in section 216(d), a service

fee of $15.00 each for the first 3 special registrations, and $5.00 for each special registration issued in excess
of the first 3 shall be collected.

(8) The secretary of state, upon request, may issue a registration valid for 3 months for use on a vehicle
with an elected gross weight of 24,000 pounds or greater on the payment of 1/4 the tax provided in section
801(1)(k) and in addition a service fee of $10.00.

(9) Upon application to the secretary of state, an owner of a truck, truck tractor, or road tractor that is used
exclusively for the purpose of gratuitously transporting farm crops or livestock bedding between the field
where produced and the place of storage, feed from on-farm storage to an on-farm feeding site, or fertilizer,
seed, or spray material from the farm location to the field may obtain a special registration. The service fee for
each special registration issued under this subsection shall be $20.00. The special registration shall be valid
for a period of up to 12 months and shall expire on December 31. As used in this subsection:

(a) "Feed" means hay or silage.
(b) "Livestock bedding" means straw, sawdust, or sand.
(10) The secretary of state, upon request, may issue a special registration valid for 3 or more months for a

road tractor, truck, or truck tractor owned by a farmer, if the motor vehicle is used exclusively in connection
with the farmer's farming operations or for the transportation of the farmer and the farmer's family and not
used for hire. The fee for the registration shall be 1/10 of the tax provided in section 801(1)(c) times the
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material; duplication prohibited; submission of application; payment, disposition, and use
of service fee; expiration date; letters and numbers given to different person in
subsequent year; other sequence of letters and numbers; temporary permit.
Sec. 803b. (1) The secretary of state may issue 1 personalized vehicle registration plate that shall be used

on the passenger motor vehicle, pick-up truck, motorcycle, van, motor home, hearse, bus, trailer coach, or
trailer for which the plate is issued instead of a standard plate. Personalized plates shall bear letters and
numbers as the secretary of state prescribes. The secretary of state shall not issue a letter combination that
might carry a connotation offensive to good taste and decency. The personalized plates shall be made of the
same material as standard plates. Personalized plates shall not be a duplication of another registration plate.

(2) An application for a personalized registration plate shall be submitted to the secretary of state under
section 217. Application for an original personalized registration plate shall be accompanied with payment of
a service fee of $8.00 for the first month and of $2.00 per month for each additional month of the registration
period in addition to the regular vehicle registration fee. A second duplicate registration plate may be obtained
by requesting that option on the application and paying an additional service fee of $5.00. The original and
duplicate service fees shall be deposited in the transportation administration collection fund created in section
810b through October 1, 2015. Application for the renewal of a personalized registration plate shall be
accompanied with payment of a service fee of $15.00 in addition to the regular vehicle registration fee. The
service fee shall be credited to the Michigan transportation fund established under, and shall be allocated as
prescribed under, section 10 of 1951 PA 51, MCL 247.660. The amount allocated to the state trunk line fund
established under section 11 of 1951 PA 51, MCL 247.661, shall be used by the state transportation
department for litter pickup and cleanup on state roads and rights of way.

(3) The expiration date for a personalized registration plate shall be as prescribed under section 226. Upon
the issuance or renewal of a personalized registration plate, the secretary of state may issue a tab or tabs
designating the month and year of expiration. Upon the renewal of a personalized registration plate, the
secretary of state shall issue a new tab or tabs for the rear plate designating the next expiration date of the
plate. Upon renewal, the secretary of state shall not issue the owner a new exact duplicate of the expired plate
unless the plate is illegible and the owner pays the service fee and registration fee for an original personalized
registration plate.

(4) The sequence of letters or numbers or combination of letters and numbers on a personalized plate shall
not be given to a different person in a subsequent year unless the person to whom the plate was issued does
not reapply before the expiration date of the plate.

(5) An applicant who applies for a registration plate under section 217d, 803e, 803f, 803j, 803k, 803l,
803n, or 803o is eligible to request, and the secretary of state may issue, the registration plate with a sequence
of letters and numbers otherwise authorized under this section.

(6) The secretary of state may issue a temporary permit to a person who has submitted an application and
the proper fees for a personalized registration plate if the applicant's vehicle registration may expire prior to
receipt of his or her personalized registration plate. The temporary registration shall be valid for not more than
60 days after the date of issuance. The temporary permit shall be issued without a fee.

History: Add. 1972, Act 314, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 1973;¾Am. 1976, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Mar. 18, 1976;¾Am. 1978, Act 548, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 22, 1978;¾Am. 1978, Act 549, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978;¾Am. 1980, Act 476, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;¾Am. 1981, Act 225, Imd. Eff.
Jan. 6, 1982;¾Am. 1988, Act 419, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;¾Am. 1993, Act 295, Eff. Apr. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1996, Act 142, Imd. Eff. Mar. 25,
1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 426, Eff. Jan. 1, 2006;¾Am. 2009, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2009;¾
Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

257.803c Personalized registration plates; confiscation for improper use.
Sec. 803c. Use of personalized automobile registration plates on a vehicle other than the vehicle for which

the plates were issued is a misdemeanor. The secretary of state shall confiscate the personalized automobile
registration plates of any person who is in violation of this section.

History: Add. 1972, Act 314, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 1973.

257.803d Special registration plates for disabled persons or for vehicles used to transport
disabled persons; inscription; statements; fees; application; violation; penalty.
Sec. 803d. A disabled person may make application to the secretary of state and the secretary of state may

issue special registration plates inscribed with the official international wheelchair symbol or a reasonable
facsimile of that symbol and special identification numbers. Vehicles registered pursuant to section 801(1)(a)
may be issued special registration plates pursuant to this section. A vehicle which is used to transport disabled
persons may qualify for these distinguishing plates when the registered owner of the vehicle resides at the
same address as the disabled person, submits as part of his or her application for the plates a statement to the
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(8) This section shall apply to an organization described in section 811c only to the extent provided by
section 811c.

History: Add. 1989, Act 111, Eff. Mar. 29, 1990;¾Am. 1994, Act 332, Imd. Eff. Oct. 18, 1994;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1,
2003.

257.803n Special registration plate for member or spouse of member of national guard,
reserve, or branch of armed services during Persian Gulf war or conflicts in Grenada,
Panama, or Lebanon; display of vignette; inscription; application form; proof; fee;
issuance; tab for persons with disabilities; tax; misdemeanor; expiration; renewal.
Sec. 803n. (1) A person who was a member or a person whose spouse was a member of the Michigan

national guard, the United States armed forces reserve, or any branch of the armed services of the United
States and who was called to active duty during the Persian Gulf War may apply to the secretary of state for a
special registration plate, which shall display an appropriate vignette preceding the registration numbers and
shall have the word “veteran” inscribed beneath the registration numbers.

(2) A person who was a member or a person whose spouse was a member of the armed services during the
conflict in Grenada, the conflict in Panama, or the conflict in Lebanon may apply to the secretary of state for a
special registration plate, which shall display an appropriate vignette preceding the registration numbers and
shall have the word “veteran” inscribed beneath the registration numbers.

(3) Application for a special registration plate shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, and
shall be accompanied by any proof of the applicant or applicant's spouse having been a war or conflict veteran
that the secretary of state may require. The application for a special registration plate shall also be
accompanied with payment of a $5.00 service fee.

(4) Upon proper application and payment of the $5.00 service fee, the secretary of state shall issue 1 or
more special registration plates for each applicant for use on a passenger vehicle. A person who is disabled
who applies for a special registration plate under this section and who pays the $5.00 service fee shall be
issued a tab for persons with disabilities as provided in section 803f for his or her special registration plate.
The secretary of state shall require the same proof that the applicant is a disabled person as is required for
issuance of a permanent windshield placard under section 675. A person issued 1 or more special registration
plates under subsection (1) or (2) shall be assessed the applicable tax provided in section 801.

(5) The use of a special registration plate on a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the plate is issued,
or by a person who does not qualify under this section, is a misdemeanor.

(6) The special registration plate issued under this section shall expire on the birthday of the vehicle owner.
When new plates are issued by the secretary of state, application for renewal of the special registration plate
shall be accompanied by a $5.00 service fee. The applicant shall not be required to furnish the proof provided
in subsection (3).

History: Add. 1992, Act 280, Imd. Eff. Dec. 18, 1992;¾Am. 1994, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4,
1998;¾Am. 1999, Act 183, Imd. Eff. Nov. 24, 1999.

257.803o Special registration plate for member or spouse of member of national guard,
reserve, or branch of armed services called to active duty during declared war or armed
conflict; display of vignette; inscription; application form; proof; fee; issuance; tab for
persons with disabilities; tax; misdemeanor; expiration; renewal.
Sec. 803o. (1) On and after December 18, 1992, a person who was a member or a person whose spouse

was a member of the Michigan national guard, the United States armed forces reserve, or any branch of the
armed services of the United States and who was called to active duty during a declared war or an armed
conflict in which the United States was a participant may apply to the secretary of state for a special
registration plate, which shall display an appropriate vignette preceding the registration numbers and shall
have the word “veteran” inscribed beneath the registration numbers.

(2) Application for a special registration plate shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, and
shall be accompanied by any proof of the applicant or applicant's spouse having been a veteran of a declared
war or an armed conflict in which the United States was a participant that the secretary of state may require.
The application for a special registration plate shall also be accompanied with payment of a $5.00 service fee.

(3) Upon proper application and payment of the $5.00 service fee, the secretary of state shall issue 1 or
more special registration plates for each applicant for use on a passenger vehicle. A person who is disabled
who applies for a special registration plate under this section and who pays the $5.00 service fee shall be
issued a tab for persons with disabilities as provided in section 803f for his or her special registration plate.
The secretary of state shall require the same proof that the applicant is a disabled person as is required for
issuance of a permanent windshield placard under section 675. A person issued 1 or more special registration
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plates under subsection (1) shall be assessed the applicable tax provided in section 801.
(4) The use of a special registration plate on a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the plate is issued,

or by a person who does not qualify under this section, is a misdemeanor.
(5) The special registration plate issued under this section shall expire on the birthday of the vehicle owner.

When new plates are issued by the secretary of state, application for renewal of the special registration plate
shall be accompanied by a $5.00 service fee. The applicant shall not be required to furnish the proof provided
in subsection (2).

History: Add. 1992, Act 280, Imd. Eff. Dec. 18, 1992;¾Am. 1994, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994;¾Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4,
1998;¾Am. 1999, Act 183, Imd. Eff. Nov. 24, 1999.

257.803p Authentic Michigan registration plate; fee; certification; registration certificate;
transferability; validity; revocation of registration.
Sec. 803p. (1) The owner of an historic vehicle may use an authentic Michigan registration plate of the

same year as the model year in which the vehicle was manufactured instead of an historic vehicle registration
plate issued under section 803a by presenting the authentic plate number and year to the secretary of state at
the time of registration. The owner of an historic vehicle may purchase an authentic Michigan registration
plate from another person and restore the plate to its authentic condition for use pursuant to this section. An
authentically restored plate shall be considered an authentic Michigan registration plate.

(2) The owner of an historic vehicle applying to use an authentic Michigan registration plate under this
section shall pay a fee of $35.00, shall certify that the vehicle for which the registration is requested is owned
and operated solely as an historic vehicle, and shall certify that the vehicle has been inspected and found safe
to operate on the highways of this state. The registration certificate need not specify the weight of the historic
vehicle. The registration issued under this section is not transferable to another historic vehicle.

(3) A registration issued under this section shall remain valid until the registrant either sells, transfers, or
scraps the vehicle or modifies the vehicle in a manner that requires the issuance of a new certificate of title for
the vehicle under this act.

(4) After a hearing and for cause shown, the secretary of state may revoke a registration issued under this
section for failure of the applicant to comply with this section, for use of the vehicle for which the registration
was issued for purposes other than those enumerated in section 20a, or because the vehicle is not safe to
operate on the highways of this state.

History: Add. 1996, Act 404, Eff. Dec. 21, 1996.

257.803q Special registration plate; “honorary consul” designation; fee; tax; prohibited use;
violation as misdemeanor; expiration; status or immunity.
Sec. 803q. (1) A person who is designated an honorary consul by a diplomatic corps of a nation other than

the United States that is recognized by the government of the United States and who is assigned or stationed
in Michigan may make application to the secretary of state for a set of 2 special registration plates. Each
special registration plate shall have the words “honorary consul” inscribed on the plate.

(2) Application for the set of 2 special registration plates described in subsection (1) shall be on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state, and shall be accompanied by proof that the applicant is designated as an
honorary consul. The application for the set of 2 special registration plates shall also be accompanied by
payment of a $35.00 consulate identification fee for the set of 2 special registration plates. The consulate
identification fee shall be deposited in the state treasury and be credited to the Michigan transportation fund.
It shall be used first to defray the expenses of the secretary of state in issuing these plates.

(3) Upon proper application and payment of the appropriate consulate identification fee required under
subsection (2), the secretary of state shall issue a set of 2 special registration plates described in subsection (1)
for each applicant for use on a passenger vehicle. A person issued a set of 2 special registration plates under
this section shall be assessed the applicable tax under section 801.

(4) The use of a special registration plate described in subsection (1) on a vehicle other than the vehicle for
which the plate is issued, or by a person who does not qualify under this section, is a misdemeanor.

(5) A special registration plate issued under this section shall expire on the birthday of the vehicle owner.
(6) The issuance of a set of 2 special registration plates to an applicant under this section does not confer

diplomatic status or diplomatic immunity upon the applicant.
History: Add. 2000, Act 119, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

257.803r Service fees; deposit in transportation administration collection fund.
Sec. 803r. The service fees collected under sections 803e, 803f, 803i, 803j, 803k, 803l, 803m, 803n, and

803o shall be deposited into the transportation administration collection fund created under section 810b
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cumulative percentage change in the consumer price index since October 1, 2010 using the most recent data
available and rounded to the nearest dollar.

(7) The legislature shall annually review the amount of revenue raised by the recreation passport fee to
ensure that the amount is appropriate for the purposes for which the recreation passport fee is assessed and in
compliance with law.

(8) If the secretary of state issues a registration tab or sticker for a registration plate or personalized
registration plate under section 224 or 803b for a motor vehicle for which a recreation passport fee has been
paid under this section, the tab or sticker and any temporary registration plate issued under section 224a shall
be marked in a distinctive manner determined by the secretary of state after consultation with the director of
the department of natural resources and environment and the department of state police. Before discontinuing
the issuance of a registration tab or sticker, the secretary of state shall consult with the director of the
department of natural resources and environment and establish an alternative method or procedure by which
the department of natural resources and environment can determine whether a recreation passport fee has been
paid for a motor vehicle.

(9) Whether or not an individual paid or indicated that he or she elected to pay or not to pay a recreation
passport fee under this section is personal information for purposes of section 40b.

(10) As used in this section:
(a) "Consumer price index" means the most comprehensive index of consumer prices available for this

state from the bureau of labor statistics of the United States department of labor.
(b) "Motor vehicle" does not include a commercial motor vehicle.
(c) "Recreation passport fee" means the state park and state-operated public boating access site recreation

passport fee as provided for in subsection (1).
(11) This section is repealed effective April 1, 2014 unless, during at least 1 of the state fiscal years ending

September 30, 2011, 2012, and 2013, revenue from the recreation passport fee, minus appropriations to the
secretary of state under section 2045(1)(a) of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA
451, MCL 324.2045, equals or exceeds $12,017,514.00.

History: Add. 2010, Act 35, Eff. Oct. 1, 2010.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 257.805, which pertained to disposition of registration, special, and duplicate fees, was repealed by
Act 51 of 1951, Eff. June 1, 1951.

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE, DEALER'S LICENSE AND LIENS

257.806 Certificate of title or duplicate certificate of title; fees; deposit; special expeditious
treatment fee; special identifying number; payment and disposition of tire disposal
surcharge.
Sec. 806. (1) Until October 1, 2015, a fee of $10.00 shall accompany each application for a certificate of

title required by this act or for a duplicate of a certificate of title. An additional fee of $5.00 shall accompany
an application if the applicant requests that the application be given special expeditious treatment. A $3.00
service fee shall be collected, in addition to the other fees collected under this subsection, for each title issued
and shall be deposited in the transportation administration collection fund created under section 810b through
October 1, 2015. The $5.00 expeditious treatment fee collected on and after October 1, 2004 through October
1, 2015 shall be deposited into the transportation administration collection fund created under section 810b.

(2) A fee of $10.00 shall accompany an application for a special identifying number as provided in section
230.

(3) In addition to paying the fees required by subsection (1), until December 31, 2015, each person who
applies for a certificate of title, a salvage vehicle certificate of title, or a scrap certificate of title under this act
shall pay a tire disposal surcharge of $1.50 for each certificate of title or duplicate of a certificate of title that
person receives. The secretary of state shall deposit money received under this subsection into the scrap tire
regulatory fund created in section 16908 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA
451, MCL 324.16908.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1969, Act 93, Imd. Eff. July 24, 1969;¾Am. 1978, Act 492, Imd. Eff. Dec. 1,
1978;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 1990, Act 148, Eff. Jan. 1, 1991;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1, 1994;¾
Am. 1995, Act 267, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1996;¾Am. 2000, Act 456, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 2001;¾Am. 2001, Act 268, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 2002;
¾Am. 2002, Act 497, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2005, Act 141, Imd. Eff. Sept. 29, 2005;¾Am.
2005, Act 179, Eff. Oct. 20, 2005;¾Am. 2006, Act 526, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006;¾Am. 2007, Act 70, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2007;¾Am.
2008, Act 281, Imd. Eff. Sept. 29, 2008;¾Am. 2009, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2009;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

257.807 License fees.
Sec. 807. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), an applicant shall include with an application for a
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license under section 248 one of the following fees:
Full year's license................................. $  75.00
Half year's license (after June 30).................    37.50
Multiple year license...............................    75.00
                                                    per year.

(2) An applicant shall include with an application for a used or secondhand vehicle parts dealer, an
automotive recycler, or foreign salvage vehicle dealer license 1 of the following fees:
Full year's license................................. $ 160.00
Half year's license (after June 30)..................   80.00
Multiple year license................................  160.00
                                                    per year.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987
;¾Am. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1, 1994;¾Am.
1998, Act 384, Eff. Jan. 1, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003.

257.808 Liens on motor vehicles; fees.
Sec. 808. Any application for the placement or discharge of a lien on a motor vehicle as provided for in

section 238 of this act shall be accompanied by a fee of $1.00.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1962, Act 143, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963.

257.809 Application for transfer of registration; fee; payment of difference in fees; deposit.
Sec. 809. (1) An application for transfer of registration from a vehicle subject to section 801(1)(a) to

another vehicle subject to that section shall be accompanied by a fee of $8.00. In addition to the fee of $8.00,
if the registration is transferred from a passenger vehicle to a motor home and if the registration fee for the
motor home is greater than the fee paid upon registration of the vehicle from which the registration was
removed, then the difference in fee shall be paid by the applicant. If the fee is less than that paid for the
registration of the vehicle from which the plates were removed, the difference shall not be refunded. The fees
required by this subsection shall be considered to include all fees or charges imposed by this act for the
transfer of registration, except those which may be assessed under section 234.

(2) An application for a transfer of registration, other than a transfer described in subsection (1), shall be
accompanied by a fee of $8.00. In addition to the fee of $8.00, if the registration plates are transferred to
another vehicle, as provided in section 233, and if the registration plate fee for a 12-month registration for the
vehicle to which the registration is transferred is greater than the registration plate fee paid upon registration
of the vehicle from which the registration was removed, then the difference shall be paid by the applicant for
the new registration. If the fee is less than that paid for registration of the vehicle from which the registration
was removed, the difference shall not be refunded.

(3) A transfer of registration fee collected under this section on and after October 1, 2004 through October
1, 2015 shall be deposited into the transportation administration collection fund created under section 810b.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1957, Act 90, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;¾Am. 1962, Act 166, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;¾
Am. 1978, Act 62, Imd. Eff. Mar. 14, 1978;¾Am. 1979, Act 25, Imd. Eff. June 6, 1979;¾Am. 1984, Act 324, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1984;
¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 2005, Act 141, Imd. Eff. Sept. 29, 2005;¾Am. 2007, Act 71, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30,
2007;¾Am. 2008, Act 280, Imd. Eff. Sept. 29, 2008;¾Am. 2009, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2009;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept.
30, 2011.

257.810 Disposition of fees.
Sec. 810. Except as otherwise provided, all fees received and money collected under sections 801 to 809

shall be deposited in the state treasury and shall be credited to the Michigan transportation fund.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1951, Act 55, Eff. Dec. 1, 1951;¾Am. 1987, Act 238, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾

Am. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003.

257.810a Assessment; collection; disposition; purpose.
Sec. 810a. The secretary of state shall collect an assessment of 50 cents in connection with the issuance of

a salvage vehicle certificate of title, a certificate of title, or beginning July 1, 1994 a scrap certificate of title.
The assessment shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as fees collected by the secretary
of state pursuant to sections 217c and 806. Each assessment collected shall be deposited in a vehicle theft
prevention account to be expended for purposes of developing a vehicle theft prevention program, including
the administration, inspection, and enforcement of antitheft procedures, as described in this act.

History: Add. 1988, Act 255, Eff. Oct. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1992, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1992;¾Am. 1993, Act 300, Eff. Jan. 1,
1994.
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used for the cost of creating, producing, and issuing fund-raising plates. If the fee described in this subsection
is not paid within 18 months after the effective date of the public act that authorizes the development and
issuance of a fund-raising plate, the related fund-raising plate shall not be created, produced, or issued. A
start-up fee paid under this subsection is nonrefundable.

(3) Not less than 3 years after the secretary of state first issues 1 of the fund-raising plates as described in
subsection (1) and upon payment of $2,000.00, the Michigan university or other person sponsoring that
fund-raising plate may redesign it as approved by the secretary of state. The payment required under this
subsection shall be deposited in the transportation administration collection fund created under section 810b
through October 1, 2015 to be used for the cost of creating, producing, and issuing fund-raising plates. A
payment under this subsection is nonrefundable.

(4) The secretary of state may develop 1 or more limited term registration plates to recognize a Michigan
university or an accomplishment or occasion of a Michigan university.

(5) The secretary of state may develop different state-sponsored fund-raising plates as described in this
section, and matching state-sponsored collector plates as described in section 811g.

(6) The secretary of state shall not develop or issue a fund-raising plate unless a public act authorizing the
fund-raising plate, at a minimum, does all of the following:

(a) Identifies the purpose of the fund-raising plate.
(b) Creates a nonprofit fund or designates an existing nonprofit fund to receive the money raised through

the sale of fund-raising plates and matching collector plates.
(c) If a fund is created, names the person or entity responsible for administering the fund.
History: Add. 2000, Act 77, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000;¾Am. 2001, Act 124, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 2001;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007;

¾Am. 2009, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2009;¾Am. 2011, Act 66, Eff. Jan 1, 2012;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

257.811f Fund-raising plate; issuance; donation, tax, and fee; renewal; personalized
fund-raising plate; disabled person's plate; expiration; temporary registration permit.
Sec. 811f. (1) The secretary of state may, upon application, issue 1 fund-raising plate instead of a standard

registration plate to a person for use on a passenger motor vehicle or motor home or a pickup truck or van
used exclusively to transport personal possessions or family members for nonbusiness purposes.

(2) A person may be issued a fund-raising plate for use on a vehicle under this act by applying to the
secretary of state pursuant to section 217. An application for an original fund-raising plate shall be
accompanied by a $25.00 fund-raising donation, payment of the regular vehicle registration tax prescribed
under this act, and a $10.00 service fee. An application for renewal of a fund-raising plate shall be
accompanied by payment of the vehicle registration tax required under section 801 and a $10.00 fund-raising
donation. Application for a replacement fund-raising plate shall be accompanied by payment of only the fee
prescribed under section 804.

(3) The secretary of state may issue a personalized fund-raising plate upon application and the payment of
the personalized registration plate fee prescribed under section 803b in addition to the fees and donations
prescribed under subsection (2) and the regular vehicle registration tax prescribed under this act.

(4) A disabled person who applies for a fund-raising plate under this section and who pays the required
service fees shall be issued, as determined by the secretary of state, a disabled person's plate as provided in
section 803d for his or her fund-raising plate. The secretary of state shall require the same proof that the
applicant is a disabled person as is required for issuance of a permanent windshield placard under section 675.

(5) A fund-raising plate expires pursuant to section 226. The secretary of state may issue a tab or tabs
designating the month and year of expiration for an original or renewal fund-raising plate.

(6) The secretary of state may issue a temporary registration permit to a person who submits an application
and the proper fees and donation for a fund-raising plate, if the applicant's current vehicle registration will
expire before his or her receipt of a fund-raising plate. The temporary registration shall expire upon the
applicant's receipt of a fund-raising plate or upon the expiration of 30 days after the date of issuance,
whichever occurs first. The temporary permit shall be issued without a separate fee.

History: Add. 2000, Act 77, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.811g Collector plate; display; purchase; ceasing sale.
Sec. 811g. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this act, the secretary of state may develop, market,

promote, and sell a collector plate. However, the secretary of state shall only develop, market, and promote a
collector plate with funds available from the collection of service fees under this chapter.

(2) A collector plate shall not be attached to a motor vehicle in a manner prescribed in section 225. A
collector plate may be used on a vehicle in any lawful manner, including, but not limited to, being displayed
on the front bumper of a vehicle.
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section 811h by the secretary of state to the state treasurer, who shall credit the donation money to the water
quality protection fund created under subsection (3).

(2) The department of environmental quality shall establish and administer a "water quality protection fund
grant program" and shall set policy and oversee this program. The program shall provide grants to local units
of government for the purpose of protecting the water quality of the Michigan Great Lakes and inland lakes,
rivers, and streams. The department of environmental quality may promulgate rules to implement this grant
program under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

(3) The water quality protection fund is created within the state treasury. The state treasurer may receive
money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment
of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments. Money in
the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the general fund. Money
from the fund shall be expended, upon appropriation, only for the purpose of protecting the water quality of
the Michigan Great Lakes and inland lakes, rivers, and streams.

(4) For purposes of this chapter, "local unit of government" means any of the following:
(a) A county, city, village, or township.
(b) An agency of a county, city, village, or township.
(c) The office of a county drain commissioner.
(d) A soil conservation district established under part 93 of the natural resources and environmental

protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.9301 to 324.9313.
(e) A watershed council established under part 311 of the natural resources and environmental protection

act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.31101 to 324.31119.
(f) A local health department as that term is defined in section 1105 of the public health code, 1978 PA

368, MCL 333.1105.
(g) A community college or junior college established pursuant to section 7 of article VIII of the state

constitution of 1963.
(h) A 4-year institution of higher education, public or private, located in this state.
(i) An authority or other public body created by or pursuant to state law.
History: Add. 2000, Act 74, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.811j Children's trust fund-raising plate or collector plate; collection of donations.
Sec. 811j. (1) A fund-raising plate or collector plate recognizing children's trust shall be of a design as

determined by the secretary of state after consultation with the state child abuse and neglect prevention board
created in section 3 of the child abuse and neglect prevention act, 1982 PA 250, MCL 722.603.

(2) Fund-raising donations for plates recognizing children's trust collected under sections 811f and 811g
shall be transferred under section 811h by the secretary of state to the state treasurer, who shall credit the
donation money to the children's trust fund created under section 1 of 1982 PA 249, MCL 21.171, for the
support and benefit of the children of this state.

History: Add. 2000, Act 71, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.811k Michigan lighthouse preservation grant fund; creation and expenditure of fund;
annual accounting; grant awards; transfer and disposition of collected donations.
Sec. 811k.
(1) The Michigan lighthouse preservation grant fund is created as a separate fund in the department of

treasury. The fund shall be expended only as provided in this section. The state treasurer may receive money
or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the
fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments. The state
treasurer shall annually present to the department of history, arts, and libraries an accounting of the amount of
money in the fund. Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not
lapse to the general fund.

(2) The department of history, arts, and libraries shall administer the Michigan lighthouse preservation
fund and may expend money from that fund through discretionary historical grants to preserve Michigan
lighthouses. The department of history, arts, and libraries shall use not more than 10% of the funds for costs
that occur from fund administration and grant project coordination.

(3) The department of history, arts, and libraries may award grants under subsection (2) for the preparation
of plans and specifications for restoration and stabilization and for stabilization, rehabilitation, or other
preservation work on a Michigan lighthouse, but grants shall not be awarded for operational purposes. The
department of history, arts, and libraries shall allocate grant funds pursuant to eligibility and scoring
requirements established by the department of history, arts, and libraries. To award grants under this section,
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the department of history, arts, and libraries shall solicit applications from eligible recipients, score
applications based on the established criteria, and award grants through executed contracts. All plans and
work performed under a grant shall be consistent with the United States secretary of the interior's standards
for rehabilitation and guidelines for rehabilitating historic buildings, 36 CFR 67, historic preservation
certifications.

(4) Fund-raising donations for plates recognizing the historical lighthouses of this state under sections 811f
and 811g shall be transferred under section 811h by the secretary of state to the state treasurer, who shall
credit the donation money to the Michigan lighthouse preservation grant fund for the preservation of historic
Michigan lighthouses.

History: Add. 2000, Act 73, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of history, arts, and libraries or the Michigan historical center
relating to the identification, certification, and preservation of historical sites to the Michigan state housing development authority, see
E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.

257.811l Critical nongame wildlife habitat fund-raising plate and collector plate; collection of
donations; transfer and disposition.
Sec. 811l. (1) A fund-raising plate or collector plate recognizing the critical nongame wildlife habitats of

this state shall be of a design as determined by the secretary of state after consulting with the director of the
department of natural resources.

(2) Fund-raising donations for plates described in subsection (1) collected under sections 811f and 811g
shall be transferred under section 811h by the secretary of state to the state treasurer, who shall credit the
donation money to the nongame fish and wildlife trust fund created under section 43902 of the natural
resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.43902.

History: Add. 2000, Act 70, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.811m Plates recognizing Michigan veterans memorial; donations.
Sec. 811m. Fund-raising donations for plates recognizing the Michigan veterans memorial collected under

sections 811f and 811g shall be transferred under section 811h by the secretary of state to the state treasurer,
who shall credit the donation money to the Vietnam veterans memorial monument fund created in section 3 of
the Michigan Vietnam veterans memorial act, 1988 PA 234, MCL 35.1053. These donations shall be used
exclusively for the purposes described in sections 5 and 7 of the Michigan Vietnam veterans memorial act,
1988 PA 234, MCL 35.1055 and 35.1057.

History: Add. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.811n Agricultural heritage; fund-raising donations; collection; transfer and
disbursement.
Sec. 811n. Fund-raising donations for plates recognizing the agricultural heritage of this state collected

under sections 811f and 811g shall be transferred under section 811h by the secretary of state to the state
treasurer, who shall disburse the donation money to Michigan state university development, designated for the
FFA vision2000 endowment fund, for the purpose of providing grants for agri-science, natural resources, and
environmental K-12 educational programs.

History: Add. 2000, Act 79, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001;¾Am. 2006, Act 562, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007.

257.811o American pride; design; transfer and disbursement; proud to be American fund;
report.
Sec. 811o. (1) A fund-raising plate or collector plate recognizing American pride shall be of a design as

determined by the secretary of state and contain the words "proud to be American" and "Michigan".
Fund-raising donations for plates recognizing American pride collected under sections 811f and 811g shall be
transferred under section 811h by the secretary of state to the state treasurer, who shall disburse the donation
money to the proud to be American fund established under this section.

(2) The proud to be American fund is created within the state treasury. The state treasurer may receive
money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment
of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The state treasurer shall disburse money in the fund on a monthly basis as follows:
(a) Fifty percent to the American National Red Cross established under 36 USC 300101 as represented by

the Michigan state service council.
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257.815 Application for registration or for transfer of license; statement of sales tax due;
form; copies; exemption; certification; transmitting statement and sales tax funds to
department of treasury; issuing or transferring title or license plates on motor vehicle sold
by dealer; conditions; compensation for collection of sales tax.
Sec. 815. (1) Each application for registration, or for a transfer of the license, of a motor vehicle, shall be

accompanied by a statement showing the amount of the sales tax due upon the sale of the motor vehicle, on a
form prescribed by the department of treasury, together with the amount of the sales tax due upon the sale
under Act No. 167 of the Public Acts of 1933, as amended, being sections 205.51 to 205.78 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, and the statement shall be in triplicate, 1 copy to be retained by the dealer and 1 copy to be
delivered to the purchaser, except if the sale of a motor vehicle is exempt by law from the payment of the
sales tax, a tax shall not be paid. However, if the sale of a motor vehicle is exempt by law from the payment
of the sales tax, a certification, on a form as the secretary of state shall prescribe, shall accompany the
application for registration, signed and certified by the purchaser stating that the motor vehicle is exempt by
law from the payment of the sales tax by virtue of the fact that the sale was an isolated transaction, pursuant to
Act No. 167 of the Public Acts of 1933, as amended.

(2) The secretary of state shall transmit the statement and the funds covering the payment of the sales tax
to the department of treasury. The secretary of state shall not issue a title, license plates or transfer a title or
license plates on a motor vehicle sold by a dealer until the requirements of this section regarding the payment
of the sales tax have been complied with. A dealer of new or secondhand vehicles selling motor vehicles at
retail paying the sales tax to the secretary of state pursuant to this section shall not be required to include the
sale of the motor vehicles on the dealer's reports to the department of treasury nor pay the tax on the sale as
required by Act No. 167 of the Public Acts of 1933, as amended.

(3) The department of treasury shall determine and pay to the secretary of state reasonable compensation
for the collection of the sales tax pursuant to this section.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;¾Am. 1980, Act 398, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981.

257.816 Acceptance of credit cards for payment of tax or fee.
Sec. 816. The secretary of state may accept a credit card, in lieu of cash or check, as payment of a tax or

fee required under this act. The secretary of state shall determine which major credit cards may be accepted
for payment.

History: Add. 1986, Act 129, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1986.

257.817, 257.818 Repealed. 2003, Act 152, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to effective date for fee, charge, or tax increase, and signs and lists of transaction

costs and fees.

257.819 Disposition and use of revenues from increases in fees.
Sec. 819. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, revenue from the increases in fees provided in

1987 PA 232 shall be deposited in the transportation economic development fund established in section 2 of
1987 PA 231, MCL 247.902, and shall not be appropriated for any other purpose in any act making
appropriations of state funds.

(2) For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1989, and each fiscal year thereafter, of the revenue from the
increases in fees provided in 1987 PA 232, $2,500,000.00 shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited
to the general fund, except that not more than $1,000,000.00 shall be credited to the gasoline inspection and
testing fund established in section 8 of the motor fuels quality act, 1984 PA 44, MCL 290.648.

(3) Except as provided under subsection (2), for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, of the revenue
from the increases in fees provided by 1987 PA 232, $13,000,000.00 shall be deposited in the state treasury
and credited to the general fund.

(4) Except as provided under subsection (2), for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, of prior and
current revenues from the increases in fees provided by 1987 PA 232, $18,000,000.00 shall be deposited in
the state treasury and credited to the general fund and for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010,
$12,000,000.00 shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the general fund.

History: Add. 1987, Act 232, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987;¾Am. 1990, Act 168, Imd. Eff. July 2, 1990;¾Am. 2008, Act 7, Imd. Eff.
Feb. 15, 2008;¾Am. 2008, Act 346, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2008;¾Am. 2009, Act 137, Imd. Eff. Nov. 4, 2009.

257.819a Traffic law enforcement and safety fund; creation; investment, disposition, transfer,
and expenditure of money.
Sec. 819a. (1) The traffic law enforcement and safety fund is created within the state treasury.
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ordered forfeited under section 625n, the court shall order vehicle immobilization under section 904d in the
judgment of sentence.

(7) A person shall not knowingly permit a motor vehicle owned by the person to be operated upon a
highway or other place open to the general public or generally accessible to motor vehicles, including an area
designated for the parking of vehicles, within this state, by a person whose license or registration certificate is
suspended or revoked, whose application for license has been denied, or who has never been licensed except
as permitted by this act. If a person permitted to operate a motor vehicle in violation of this subsection causes
the serious impairment of a body function of another person by operation of that motor vehicle, the person
knowingly permitting the operation of that motor vehicle is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for
not more than 2 years, or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 or more than $5,000.00, or both. If a person
permitted to operate a motor vehicle in violation of this subsection causes the death of another person by
operation of that motor vehicle, the person knowingly permitting the operation of that motor vehicle is guilty
of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years, or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 or more
than $5,000.00, or both.

(8) If the prosecuting attorney intends to seek an enhanced sentence under this section based upon the
defendant having 1 or more prior convictions, the prosecuting attorney shall include on the complaint and
information, or an amended complaint and information, filed in district court, circuit court, municipal court,
or family division of circuit court, a statement listing the defendant's prior convictions.

(9) A prior conviction under this section shall be established at or before sentencing by 1 or more of the
following:

(a) A copy of a judgment of conviction.
(b) An abstract of conviction.
(c) A transcript of a prior trial, plea, or sentencing.
(d) A copy of a court register of action.
(e) A copy of the defendant's driving record.
(f) Information contained in a presentence report.
(g) An admission by the defendant.
(10) Upon receiving a record of a person's conviction or civil infraction determination for the unlawful

operation of a motor vehicle or a moving violation reportable under section 732 while the person's operator's
or chauffeur's license is suspended or revoked, the secretary of state immediately shall impose an additional
like period of suspension or revocation. This subsection applies only if the violation occurs during a
suspension of definite length or if the violation occurs before the person is approved for a license following a
revocation.

(11) Upon receiving a record of a person's conviction or civil infraction determination for the unlawful
operation of a motor vehicle or a moving violation reportable under section 732 while the person's operator's
or chauffeur's license is indefinitely suspended or whose application for a license has been denied, the
secretary of state immediately shall impose a 30-day period of suspension or denial.

(12) Upon receiving a record of the conviction, bond forfeiture, or a civil infraction determination of a
person for unlawful operation of a motor vehicle requiring a vehicle group designation while the designation
is suspended or revoked under section 319b, or while the person is disqualified from operating a commercial
motor vehicle by the United States secretary of transportation or under 49 USC 31301 to 31317, the secretary
of state immediately shall impose an additional like period of suspension or revocation. This subsection
applies only if the violation occurs during a suspension of definite length or if the violation occurs before the
person is approved for a license following a revocation.

(13) If the secretary of state receives records of more than 1 conviction or civil infraction determination
resulting from the same incident, all of the convictions or civil infraction determinations shall be treated as a
single violation for purposes of imposing an additional period of suspension or revocation under subsection
(10), (11), or (12).

(14) Before a person is arraigned before a district court magistrate or judge on a charge of violating this
section, the arresting officer shall obtain the person's driving record from the secretary of state and shall
furnish the record to the court. The driving record of the person may be obtained from the secretary of state's
computer information network.

(15) This section does not apply to a person who operates a vehicle solely for the purpose of protecting
human life or property if the life or property is endangered and summoning prompt aid is essential.

(16) A person whose vehicle group designation is suspended or revoked and who has been notified as
provided in section 212 of that suspension or revocation, or whose application for a vehicle group designation
has been denied as provided in this act, or who has never applied for a vehicle group designation and who
operates a commercial motor vehicle within this state, except as permitted under this act, while any of those
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been suspended or revoked, if restoration of the privilege or issuance of a new license or registration is
contingent upon the furnishing of proof of financial responsibility, and who during the suspension or
revocation or in the absence of full authorization from the secretary of state, drives any motor vehicle upon
any highway or street or knowingly permits any motor vehicle owned by the person to be operated by another
person upon any highway or street except as permitted in this act, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a
fine of not more than $500.00, or by imprisonment for a period of not less than 2 days nor more than 1 year,
or both.

History: Add. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981.

Compiler's note: Section 905, as added by Act 518 of 1980, was compiled as MCL 257.905[1] to distinguish it from another section
905, deriving from Act 300 of 1949 and pertaining to motor vehicle financial responsibility.

257.906 Right of police officer to enter upon private road.
Sec. 906. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a police officer may enter upon such a private road

to enforce violations of this act.
History: Add. 1974, Act 138, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1974.

257.907 Civil infraction not crime; payment of civil fine and costs; program of treatment,
education, or rehabilitation; sanctions; schedule of civil fines, costs, and assessments;
recommended range of civil fines and costs; certification of repair of defective equipment;
collection of civil fines or costs; noncompliance with order or judgment; additional
assessment; waiver of fines, costs, and assessments; "moving violation" defined.
Sec. 907. (1) A violation of this act, or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this

act, that is designated a civil infraction shall not be considered a lesser included offense of a criminal offense.
(2) If a person is determined pursuant to sections 741 to 750 to be responsible or responsible "with

explanation" for a civil infraction under this act or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision
of this act, the judge or district court magistrate may order the person to pay a civil fine of not more than
$100.00 and costs as provided in subsection (4). However, beginning October 31, 2010, if the civil infraction
was a moving violation that resulted in an at-fault collision with another vehicle, a person, or any other object,
the civil fine ordered under this section shall be increased by $25.00 but the total civil fine shall not exceed
$100.00. However, for a violation of section 602b, the person shall be ordered to pay costs as provided in
subsection (4) and a civil fine of $100.00 for a first offense and $200.00 for a second or subsequent offense.
For a violation of section 674(1)(s) or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 674(1)(s), the
person shall be ordered to pay costs as provided in subsection (4) and a civil fine of not less than $100.00 or
more than $250.00. For a violation of section 328, the civil fine ordered under this subsection shall be not
more than $50.00. For a violation of section 710d, the civil fine ordered under this subsection shall not exceed
$10.00. For a violation of section 710e, the civil fine and court costs ordered under this subsection shall be
$25.00. For a violation of section 682 or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 682, the
person shall be ordered to pay costs as provided in subsection (4) and a civil fine of not less than $100.00 or
more than $500.00. For a violation of section 240, the civil fine ordered under this subsection shall be $15.00.
For a violation of section 252a(1), the civil fine ordered under this subsection shall be $50.00. For a violation
of section 676a(3), the civil fine ordered under this section shall be not more than $10.00. For a first violation
of section 319f(1), the civil fine ordered under this section shall be not less than $2,500.00 or more than
$2,750.00; for a second or subsequent violation, the civil fine shall be not less than $5,000.00 or more than
$5,500.00. For a violation of section 319g(1)(a), the civil fine ordered under this section shall be not more
than $10,000.00. For a violation of section 319g(1)(g), the civil fine ordered under this section shall be not
less than $2,750.00 or more than $25,000.00. Permission may be granted for payment of a civil fine and costs
to be made within a specified period of time or in specified installments, but unless permission is included in
the order or judgment, the civil fine and costs shall be payable immediately.

(3) Except as provided in this subsection, if a person is determined to be responsible or responsible "with
explanation" for a civil infraction under this act or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision
of this act while driving a commercial motor vehicle, he or she shall be ordered to pay costs as provided in
subsection (4) and a civil fine of not more than $250.00.

(4) If a civil fine is ordered under subsection (2) or (3), the judge or district court magistrate shall
summarily tax and determine the costs of the action, which are not limited to the costs taxable in ordinary
civil actions, and may include all expenses, direct and indirect, to which the plaintiff has been put in
connection with the civil infraction, up to the entry of judgment. Costs shall not be ordered in excess of
$100.00. A civil fine ordered under subsection (2) or (3) shall not be waived unless costs ordered under this
subsection are waived. Except as otherwise provided by law, costs are payable to the general fund of the
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subsequent to the time of the violation does not make the person eligible for a waiver under this subsection.
(17) As used in this section, "moving violation" means an act or omission prohibited under this act or a

local ordinance substantially corresponding to this act that involves the operation of a motor vehicle and for
which a fine may be assessed.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 1980, Act 459, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 1981;¾Am. 1981, Act 117, Eff. Mar. 31,
1982;¾Am. 1982, Act 51, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;¾Am. 1982, Act 301, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 1982;¾Am. 1984, Act 30, Eff. Apr. 28, 1984;¾
Am. 1984, Act 364, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;¾Am. 1985, Act 1, Eff. July 1, 1985;¾Am. 1988, Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1989;¾Am. 1989, Act
89, Eff. Sept. 19, 1989;¾Am. 1995, Act 287, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 1996;¾Am. 1998, Act 103, Eff. Aug. 15, 1998;¾Am. 2001, Act 214,
Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2003, Act 34, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2003, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1,
2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 52, Eff. May 1, 2004;¾Am. 2004, Act 62, Eff. May 3, 2004;¾Am. 2004, Act 493, Eff. Oct. 1, 2005;¾Am.
2005, Act 1, Imd. Eff. Mar. 24, 2005;¾Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act 463, Eff. Oct. 31, 2010;¾Am.
2010, Act 59, Eff. July 1, 2010;¾Am. 2011, Act 159, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2011.

257.908 Default as civil contempt; penalty.
Sec. 908. (1) If a defendant defaults in the payment of a civil fine, costs, or both, or of any installment, as

ordered pursuant to section 907(2), the court, upon the motion of the plaintiff or upon its own motion, may
require the defendant to show cause why the default should not be treated as in civil contempt and may issue a
summons or order to show cause or a bench warrant of arrest for the defendant's appearance.

(2) When a corporation or an association is ordered to pay a civil fine or costs, the persons authorized to
make disbursement shall pay the fine or costs, and their failure to do so shall be civil contempt unless they
make the showing required in this section.

(3) Unless the defendant shows that the default was not attributable to an intentional refusal to obey the
order of the court or to a failure on his or her part to make a good faith effort to obtain the funds required for
payment, the court shall find that the default constitutes a civil contempt and may order the defendant
committed until the civil fine, costs, or both, or a specified part thereof, is paid.

(4) If it appears that the default in the payment of a civil fine or costs does not constitute civil contempt,
the court may enter an order allowing the defendant additional time for payment, reducing the amount of
payment or of each installment, or revoking the fine or costs or the unpaid portion thereof in whole or in part.

(5) The term of imprisonment on civil contempt for nonpayment of a civil fine or costs shall be specified in
the order of commitment, and shall not exceed 1 day for each $10.00 of the fine and costs. A person
committed for nonpayment of a civil fine or costs shall be given credit toward payment for each day of
imprisonment and each day of detention in default of recognizance before judgment at the rate of $10.00 per
day.

(6) A defendant committed to imprisonment for civil contempt for nonpayment of a civil fine or costs shall
not be discharged from custody until 1 of the following occurs:

(a) The defendant has been credited with the amount due pursuant to subsection (5).
(b) The amount due has actually been collected through execution of process or otherwise.
(c) The amount due has been satisfied pursuant to a combination of subdivisions (a) and (b).
(7) The civil contempt shall be purged upon discharge of the defendant pursuant to subsection (6).
History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

257.909 Application and allocation of civil fines to public and county law libraries.
Sec. 909. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a civil fine which is ordered under section 907 for a

violation of this act or other state statute shall be exclusively applied to the support of public libraries and
county law libraries in the same manner as is provided by law for penal fines assessed and collected for
violation of a penal law of the state. A civil fine ordered for a violation of a code or ordinance of a local
authority regulating the operation of commercial motor vehicles and substantially corresponding to a
provision of this act shall be paid to the county treasurer and shall be allocated as follows:

(a) Seventy percent to the local authority in which the citation is issued.
(b) Thirty percent for library purposes as provided by law.
(2) Subsection (1) is intended to maintain a source of revenue for public libraries which previously

received penal fines for misdemeanor violations of this act which are now civil infractions.
History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;¾Am. 2000, Act 94, Imd. Eff. May 15, 2000.

257.910 Conviction based on plea of nolo contendere; treatment.
Sec. 910. A conviction based on a plea of nolo contendere shall be treated in the same manner as a

conviction based on a plea of guilty.
History: Add. 1991, Act 98, Eff. Jan. 1, 1992;¾Am. 1994, Act 450, Eff. May 1, 1995.
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CHAPTER IX
MISCELLANEOUS

257.921 Repeal.
Sec. 921. Act No. 302 of the Public Acts of 1915, as amended, being sections 256.1 to 256.38, inclusive, of

the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 46 of the Public Acts of 1921, as amended, being sections 256.101 to
256.119, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 91 of the Public Acts of 1931, as amended, being
sections 256.201 to 256.234, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 203 of the Public Acts of
1933, as amended, being sections 256.251 to 256.269, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 318
of the Public Acts of 1927, as amended, being sections 256.301 to 256.360, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws
of 1948; Act No. 321 of the Public Acts of 1923, as amended, being sections 256.421 to 256.437, inclusive, of
the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1919, being sections 256.511 and 256.512 of
the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 80 of the Public Acts of 1929, as amended, being sections 256.521 to
256.523, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948; Act No. 186 of the Public Acts of 1937, being sections
247.301 to 247.306, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948; section 11 of chapter 21 of Act No. 283 of the
Public Acts of 1909, being section 241.11 of the Compiled Laws of 1948; sections 498a, 499 and 500 of Act
No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931, as amended, being sections 750.498a, 750.499 and 750.500 of the
Compiled Laws of 1948; and Act No. 94 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 752.501 to 752.503,
inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948; are hereby repealed.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.922 Saving clause.
Sec. 922. No action or proceeding commenced before this code takes effect, and no right accrued, is

affected by the provisions of this code, but all procedure thereafter taken therein shall conform to the
provisions of this code so far as possible.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

257.922a Act inapplicable to racing event.
Sec. 922a. This act does not apply to a racing event conducted under the “city motor vehicle racing act of

1981”.
History: Add. 1981, Act 174, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.

257.923 Short title.
Sec. 923. This act shall be known as the "Michigan vehicle code."
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
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