THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1147 Right to attend school; right to enroll in kindergarten.

Sec. 1147. (1) A person, resident of a school district not maintaining a kindergarten and at least 5 years of
age on thefirst day of enrollment of the school year, shall have aright to attend school in the district.

(2) In a school district where provision is made for kindergarten work, a child, resident of the district, is
entitled to enroll in the kindergarten if the child is at least 5 years of age on December 1 of the school year of
enrollment. In a school district which has semiannual promotions, a child, resident of the district, is entitled to
enroll in kindergarten for the second semester if the child is at least 5 years of age on March 1 of the year of
enrollment.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

Congtitutionality: Shared time instruction of sectarian, nonpublic school studentsin and of itself is not violative of the Establishment
Clause of the United States Constitution even where benefits to religion appear substantial; it is only where it is clear that the program
was motivated wholly by religious considerations that a conflict with the clause would exist. Snyder v Charlotte Schools, 421 Mich 517;
365 NW2d 151 (1984).

Shared time instruction clearly is not intended to benefit one or al religions; rather, the purpose is secular: to provide educational
opportunities at public schools for all resident school-age children whether they attend public or religious or secular nonpublic schools.
Snyder v Charlotte Schools, 421 Mich 517; 365 NW2d 151 (1984).

Popular name: Act 451
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