






Congratulations on your election to Michigan’s Ninety-seventh Legislature!

On behalf of the Legislative Council, the Legislative Service Bureau prepared the Legislative Briefing 
Book 2013 to introduce you to the workings of the Legislature, and the people and resources that can help 
as you embark on your lawmaking responsibilities. The pace of work in the Legislature can be frenetic, 
the subject matter diverse, the stakes high, and the interested parties varied and forceful. Learning who 
does what in the Legislature and how different staffs can be of assistance to you will help you navigate the 
complex and demanding work of a legislator.  

The Briefing Book 2013 is one means of acquainting yourself with the resources you need to tap. This 
book can serve as your initial reference to and means to contact the people who help make session run, 
those who help you with office matters, staff who draft the bills and resolutions you introduce, people 
who research questions and issues at your request, and many others who regularly help you complete 
your work. Aside from people, the Legislature is dependent on computers and networks to get the job 
done, access information, and make requests of others. References to these networks are also included in 
the Briefing Book 2013 to round out the introduction to resources that you will come to depend on in the 
2013/2014 legislative session.

Let me start this process by acquainting you with the Legislative Council, the joint committee 
created by the Michigan Constitution to provide for the staff needed to draft bills, conduct research, and 
provide other services used by the Legislature. Statute fills in the details of how the Council provides 
for these services. I am the Legislative Council Administrator and in that capacity I oversee the work 
of the Legislative Service Bureau that provides the drafting, research, printing and telecommunication 
services you need; the Legislative Council Facilities Agency that manages the Capitol; and the Legislative 
Corrections Ombudsman to assist you with complaints and oversight of the corrections system; and several 
commissions established by the Legislature. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 373-0212 with any 
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

John Strand
Legislative Council Administrator
jstrand@legislature.mi.gov

Special thanks are extended to the Legislative Service Bureau’s Research Services Division for 
compiling the Briefing Book 2013 and the Printing Division for composing and printing the final product.
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