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PAROLE OF LIFERS:   
REVISE CRITERIA FOR PAROLE DECISIONS 
 
House Bill 4189 
Sponsor:  Rep. Ellen Cogen Lipton 
Committee:  Judiciary 
 
Complete to 2-20-13 
 
A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 4189 AS INTRODUCED 2-5-13 

 
Under the bill, (1) a successor judge to one who sentenced a prisoner to life in prison 
could no longer prevent a prisoner from being placed on parole by the act of submitting a 
written objection to the parole board, and (2) a parole hearing would no longer be 
required before a decision was made to deny parole to a prisoner sentenced to life. 
 
The Corrections Code prescribes the process by and conditions under which a prisoner 
sentenced to imprisonment for life (but who is otherwise eligible for parole) is considered 
for parole.  One of those conditions requires a public hearing to be held before a decision 
to grant or deny parole to the prisoner.  Notice of the public hearing must be given to the 
sentencing judge, or his or her successor in office.  Parole cannot be granted if the 
sentencing judge, or the successor jduge, files written objections to the granting of parole 
within 30 days of receiving the notice of the hearing.  The written objections are made 
part of the prisoner's file. 
 
House Bill 4189 would amend the code (MCL 791.234) to make two significant changes 
to the parole process for a lifer eligible for parole.  First, the bill would eliminate the 
requirement to hold a public hearing before a decision was made to deny parole. 
 
Secondly, the written objections of a successor judge would no longer automatically 
block parole.  Instead, if a successor judge files written objections, those objections 
would have to be considered but could not prevent the granting of parole.  The parole 
board would retain jurisdiction of the prisoner regardless of those written objections. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
A fiscal analysis is in process. 
 
 

 Legislative Analyst: Susan Stutzky 
 Fiscal Analyst: Robin Risko 
 
■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does 
not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
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