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 Senator Whitmer offered the following resolution: 
 Senate Resolution No. 116. 
 A resolution in recognition of the 2007 class of recreation and park professionals inducted 
into the Michigan Recreation and Park Association Hall of Fame. 
 Whereas, Recognizing recreation and park professionals and special individuals who have 
made outstanding, unique, lasting, and extraordinary contributions to recreation and park services for 
persons living in Michigan, it is most appropriate for the members of the Michigan Senate to pause in 
reflection on the positive influence these individuals have had on improving the quality of life in 
communities throughout the state of Michigan; and 
 Whereas, The inductees of the 2007 class of recreation and park professionals and special 
individuals include: Thomas Chappelle, Sterling Heights; David Ewalt, Pontiac; Kerry Kammer, 
former Michigan Senator, Pontiac; William Sherman, Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority; 
Kenneth Smithee, Genesee County; posthumously, Anthony Filippis, Sr., Wright and Filippis, 
Rochester; Charles Oxley, Ann Arbor; and Thomas Washington, Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs; and 
 Whereas, These early leaders were bold in their willingness to be change agents. Whether 
identifying leadership traits, reflecting on the mechanics of key accomplishments, or recognizing the 
significance of being visionaries, much has been learned from these trailblazers in the recreation and 
park profession. Their achievements have been many at the local, state, national, and international 
levels; and 
 Whereas, In addition, these recreation and park professionals have consistently demonstrated 
important differences they made in people's lives across their Michigan communities. These early 
professionals were an invaluable source for positioning the profession and providing direction for the 
future, an evolution that has enabled the Michigan recreation and park profession to be recognized as 
creating community through people, parks, and programs; now, therefore, be it 
 Resolved by the Senate, That we hereby offer a unanimous accolade of tribute for the 2007 
class of recreation and park professionals inducted into the Michigan Recreation and Park 
Association Hall of Fame; and be it further 
 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to each inductee as an enduring 
testimony to the high esteem in which their lives and memories are held by the people of Michigan. 
 


