
STATE OF MICHIGAN
91ST LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2002

Introduced by Reps. Howell and DeRossett

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 6498
AN ACT to amend 1961 PA 236, entitled “An act to revise and consolidate the statutes relating to the organization

and jurisdiction of the courts of this state; the powers and duties of such courts, and of the judges and other officers
thereof; the forms and attributes of civil claims and actions; the time within which civil actions and proceedings may be
brought in said courts; pleading, evidence, practice and procedure in civil and criminal actions and proceedings in said
courts; to provide remedies and penalties for the violation of certain provisions of this act; to repeal all acts and parts
of acts inconsistent with or contravening any of the provisions of this act; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,” by
amending sections 504, 517, 803, 807, 810a, and 5805 (MCL 600.504, 600.517, 600.803, 600.807, 600.810a, and 600.5805),
section 504 as amended by 2001 PA 254, section 517 as amended by 2001 PA 257, section 803 as amended by 2001
PA 253, section 810a as added by 2002 PA 92, and section 5805 as amended by 2000 PA 3.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 504. (1) The third judicial circuit consists of the county of Wayne and has the following number of judges:

(a) Until 12 noon, January 1, 2003, 64 judges.

(b) Beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2003, 63 judges; however, if, after 12 noon, January 1, 2003, a vacancy occurs in a
judgeship held by an incumbent judge of this circuit who would be ineligible to seek reelection to that office in 2004,
that judgeship is eliminated unless the total number of judgeships in this circuit has been reduced to 61 before that
vacancy occurred.

(c) Beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2005, 61 judges.

Sec. 517. The sixteenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Macomb and has 9 judges. Subject to section 550,
this circuit may have 2 additional judges effective January 1, 2003, and 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2005. If
2 new offices of judge are added to this circuit by election in 2002, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes
in the November 2002 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second
highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. If a new office of judge is added to this circuit by election
in 2004, the term of office of that judgeship for that election only shall be 8 years.

Sec. 803. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, each county which is not part of a probate court district
created pursuant to sections 808 to 810 or previously created pursuant to law shall have at least 1 judge of probate.

(2) Each probate court district created pursuant to law shall have 1 judge of probate.

(3) The counties of Berrien, Calhoun, Ingham, Monroe, Muskegon, Saginaw, St. Clair, and Washtenaw shall each
have 2 judges of probate.

(4) Until 12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Genesee shall have 3 judges of probate; however, if, after 12 noon,
January 1, 2003, a vacancy occurs in the judgeship held by the incumbent probate judge in Genesee county whose term
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of office expires January 1, 2005 and who would be ineligible to seek reelection to that office in 2004, that probate
judgeship is eliminated effective 12 noon, January 1, 2005. Beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Genesee
shall have 2 judges of probate.

(5) Until 12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Macomb shall have 3 judges of probate; however, if the incumbent
probate judge in Macomb county whose term of office as probate judge expires on January 1, 2005 is elected in 2002 to
the office of circuit judge in the sixteenth judicial circuit for a term beginning January 1, 2003, that probate judgeship
is eliminated effective 12 noon, January 1, 2005. Beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Macomb shall have
2 judges of probate.

(6) The county of Kalamazoo shall have 3 judges of probate.

(7) The county of Kent shall have 4 judges of probate.

(8) The county of Oakland shall have 4 judges of probate.

(9) The county of Wayne shall have the following number of judges of probate:

(a) Until subdivision (b) takes effect, the county of Wayne shall have 9 judges of probate.

(b) The county of Wayne shall have 8 judges of probate beginning on the earliest of the following dates:

(i) Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in a judgeship held by an incumbent probate judge in Wayne county whose
term expires on January 1, 2005, and who would be ineligible to seek reelection to that office in 2004.

(ii) Upon the expiration of the term of an incumbent probate judge who is not eligible to seek reelection to that
office.

(10) When 1 or more new judges of probate are authorized in a county pursuant to this section, the new judgeship
or judgeships shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices of the same court in the primary
and general election.

Sec. 807. A probate court district is created in each of the following described districts when a majority of the
electors voting on the question in each affected county approves the probate court district. The districts shall consist as
follows:

(a) The first district consists of the counties of Baraga, Houghton, and Keweenaw.

(b) The second district consists of the counties of Ontonagon and Gogebic.

(c) The third district consists of the counties of Iron and Dickinson.

(d) The fifth district consists of the counties of Schoolcraft and Alger.

(e) The sixth district consists of the counties of Mackinac and Luce.

(f) The seventh district consists of the counties of Emmet and Charlevoix.

(g) The eighth district consists of the counties of Cheboygan and Presque Isle.

(h) The ninth district consists of the counties of Alpena and Montmorency.

(i) The twelfth district consists of the counties of Manistee and Benzie.

(j) The thirteenth district consists of the counties of Wexford and Missaukee.

(k) The fourteenth district consists of the counties of Kalkaska and Crawford.

(l) The fifteenth district consists of the counties of Alcona and Oscoda.

(m) The sixteenth district consists of the counties of Iosco and Arenac.

(n) The seventeenth district consists of the counties of Clare and Gladwin.

(o) The eighteenth district consists of the counties of Mecosta and Osceola.

(p) The nineteenth district consists of the counties of Mason and Lake.

Sec. 810a. The probate judges in the counties of Arenac, Kalkaska, Crawford, and Lake have the power, authority,
and title of a district judge within their respective counties, in addition to the power, authority, and title of a probate
judge.

Sec. 5805. (1) A person shall not bring or maintain an action to recover damages for injuries to persons or property
unless, after the claim first accrued to the plaintiff or to someone through whom the plaintiff claims, the action is
commenced within the periods of time prescribed by this section.

(2) The period of limitations is 2 years for an action charging assault, battery, or false imprisonment.

(3) The period of limitations is 5 years for an action charging assault or battery brought by a person who has been
assaulted or battered by his or her spouse or former spouse, an individual with whom he or she has had a child in
common, or a person with whom he or she resides or formerly resided. This limitation applies to causes of action arising
on or after February 17, 2000 and to causes of action in which the period of limitations described in subsection (2) has
not already expired as of February 17, 2000.
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(4) The period of limitations is 5 years for an action charging assault and battery brought by a person who has been
assaulted or battered by an individual with whom he or she has or has had a dating relationship. This limitation applies
to causes of action arising on or after January 1, 2003 and to causes of action in which the period of limitations described
in subsection (2) has not already expired as of January 1, 2003.

(5) The period of limitations is 2 years for an action charging malicious prosecution.

(6) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the period of limitations is 2 years for an action charging
malpractice.

(7) The period of limitations is 2 years for an action against a sheriff charging misconduct or neglect of office by the
sheriff or the sheriff’s deputies.

(8) The period of limitations is 2 years after the expiration of the year for which a constable was elected for actions
based on the constable’s negligence or misconduct as constable.

(9) The period of limitations is 1 year for an action charging libel or slander.

(10) The period of limitations is 3 years after the time of the death or injury for all other actions to recover damages
for the death of a person, or for injury to a person or property.

(11) The period of limitations is 5 years for an action to recover damages for injury to a person or property brought
by a person who has been assaulted or battered by his or her spouse or former spouse, an individual with whom he or
she has had a child in common, or a person with whom he or she resides or formerly resided. This limitation applies to
causes of action arising on or after February 17, 2000 and to causes of action in which the period of limitations described
in subsection (10) has not already expired as of February 17, 2000.

(12) The period of limitations is 5 years for an action to recover damages for injury to a person or property brought
by a person who has been assaulted or battered by an individual with whom he or she has or has had a dating
relationship. This limitation applies to causes of action arising on or after January 1, 2003 and to causes of action in
which the period of limitations described in subsection (2) has not already expired as of January 1, 2003.

(13) The period of limitations is 3 years for a products liability action. However, in the case of a product that has
been in use for not less than 10 years, the plaintiff, in proving a prima facie case, shall be required to do so without
benefit of any presumption.

(14) The period of limitations for an action against a state licensed architect, professional engineer, land surveyor,
or contractor based on an improvement to real property shall be as provided in section 5839.

(15) As used in this section, “dating relationship” means frequent, intimate associations primarily characterized by
the expectation of affectional involvement. Dating relationship does not include a casual relationship or an ordinary
fraternization between 2 individuals in a business or social context.

Enacting section 1. Section 810a of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.810a, as amended by
this amendatory act, takes effect 91 days after the date on which the 91st Legislature adjourns its 2002 regular session
sine die.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved

Governor.


