
SENATE BILL No. 819
January 25, 1996, Introduced by Senator PETERS and re fe r red  

to  the Committee on Judic iary .

A b i l l  to  provide for the enforcement of foreign judgments. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT :

1 Sec. 1. This ac t  sha l l  be known and may be c i ted  as the

2 "uniform enforcement of foreign judgments ac t" .

3 Sec. 2. As used in th i s  ac t ,  "foreign judgment" means any

4 judgment, decree, or order of a court of the United S ta tes  or of

5 any other court th a t  i s  e n t i t l e d  to f u l l  f a i th  and c re d i t  in th i s

6 s t a te .

7 Sec. 3. A copy of a foreign judgment authen tica ted  in

8 accordance with an ac t of congress or the laws of t h i s  s t a t e  may

9 be f i l e d  in the o ff ice  of the c lerk  of the c i r c u i t  court ,  the

10 d i s t r i c t  court ,  or a municipal court of t h i s  s t a t e .  The c lerk

11 sha l l  t r e a t  the foreign judgment in the same manner as a j u dgment

12 of the c i r c u i t  court,  the d i s t r i c t  court ,  or a municipal court of

13 th i s  s t a t e .  A judgment f i l e d  under th i s  ac t has the same e f fe c t
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1 and i s  s u b je c t  t o t h e same p ro ced u re s ,  d e f e ns e s ,  a nd p ro c e e d in g s

2 for  reopen ing ,  v a c a t i n g ,  or  s t a y in g  as  a judgmen t  o f  t h e  c i r c u i t

3 c o u r t ,  th e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  or  a m un ic ipa l  c o u r t  of t h i s  s t a t e  and

4 may be en fo rced  o r  s a t i s f i e d  in  l i k e  manner.

5 Sec. 4. (1) At th e  t ime of the  f i l i n g  o f  the  f o r e i g n  ju d g -

6 ment, th e  j udgment c r e d i t o r  or h i s  or  her  a t t o r n e y  s h a l l  make and

7 f i l e  with  the  c l e r k  o f  th e  co u r t  an a f f i d a v i t  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the

8 name and l a s t  known a d d re s s  of  the  judgment d e b to r  and th e  judg-

9 ment c r e d i t o r .

10 (2) Promptly a f t e r  th e  f o r e i g n judgment and th e  a f f i d a v i t

11 have been f i l e d ,  t h e  c l e r k  s h a l l  mail  n o t i c e  o f  th e  f i l i n g  o f  the

12 fo r e ig n  judgment t o  th e  judgment d eb to r  a t  t h e  a d d re s s  p ro v id ed

13 by th e  judgment c r e d i t o r  or h i s  or her  a t t o r n e y .  The n o t i c e

14 s h a l l  in c lu d e  th e  name and address  o f  t h e  judgment c r e d i t o r  and

15 the  judgment c r e d i t o r ' s  a t t o r n e y ,  i f  any ,  in  t h i s  s t a t e .  I n

16 a d d i t i o n ,  the  judgme n t  c r e d i t o r  may m a i l  a n o t i c e  o f  t h e  f i l i n g

17 of th e  judgment t o  th e  judgment d eb to r  and may f i l e  p ro o f  of

18 m a i l ing  w ith  th e  c l e r k .  The c l e r k ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  mail  a n o t i c e  of

19 f i l i n g  s h a l l  no t  a f f e c t  th e  enforcement p ro c e e d in g s  i f  p ro o f  o f

20 m a i l in g  by the  judgment c r e d i t o r  has been f i l e d .

21 (3) A f o r e i g n  judgment f i l e d  under t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  no t  be

22 en fo rced  un t i l  20 days a f t e r  the  d a te  t h e  judgment i s  f i l e d .

23 Sec. 5. (1) I f  th e  judgment d e b to r  shows the  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,

24 the  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  or  a munic ipa l  c o u r t  t h a t  an ap p e a l  from the

25 f o r e ig n  judgment i s  pending or w i l l  be t a k e n ,  or  t h a t  a s t a y  of

26 e x e c u t io n  has been g r a n t e d ,  the  c o u r t  s h a l l  s t a y  enforcem ent  of

27 the  f o r e i g n  judgment u n t i l  the  appeal  i s  conc luded ,  th e  t ime fo r
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1 appea l  e x p i r e s ,  or th e  s t a y  of  ex ecu t io n  e x p i r e s  or i s  v a c a t e d ,

2 upon proof  t h a t  th e  judgment d e b to r has f u r n i s h e d  th e  s e c u r i t y

3 fo r  the  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  th e  judgment r e q u i r e d  by the  s t a t e  in

4 which i t  was r en d e red .

5 (2) I f  the  judgment deb to r  shows th e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,  t h e  d i s

6 t r i c t  c o u r t ,  or a m u n ic ip a l  cour t  any ground upon which e n f o r c e -

7 ment of  a judgment o f  the  c i r c u i t  co u r t ,  the  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  o r

8 m unic ipa l  co u r t  of  t h i s  s t a t e  woul d be s t a y e d ,  the  c o u r t  s h a l l

9 s t a y  enforcement o f  t h e f o r e i g n j udgme n t  fo r  a n a p p r o p r i a t e

10 p e r i o d ,  upon r e q u i r i n g  th e  same s e c u r i t y  fo r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  th e

11 judgment t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  in  t h i s  s t a t e .

12 Sec. 6. A judgment c r e d i t o r  may b r in g  an a c t i o n  t o  e n f o r c e

13 h i s  or her judgment i n s t e a d  of  p roceed ing  under t h i s  a c t .

14 Sec. 7. This  a c t  s h a l l  be so i n t e r p r e t e d  and c o n s t r u e d  a s

15 to  e f f e c t u a t e  i t s  g e n e r a l  purpose t o make uniform th e  law of

16 those  s t a t e s  which e n a c t  i t .
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