
SENATE BILL No. 716 *
O c t o b e r  3 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  I n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  CHERRY, CARL, C IS KY, 

NORTH, HART, BERRYMAN, YOUNG, O'BRIEN and STALLINGS and  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m ittee  on T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and T o u r i s m .

A b i l l  t o  amend t h e  t i t l e  and s e c t i o n  18 o f  c h a p t e r  IV o f

A c t  No. 283 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 0 9 ,  e n t i t l e d  a s  am ended

"An a c t  t o  r e v i s e ,  c o n s o l i d a t e  and add t o  t h e  la w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  o p e n i n g ,  d i s c o n t i n u i n g ,  v a c a t i n g ,  c l o s i n g ,  
a l t e r i n g ,  im p r o v e m e n t ,  m a in t e n a n c e  and u s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h ig h w a y s  
and p r i v a t e  r o a d s ,  t h e  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  p r o p e r t y  and g r a v e l  t h e r e 
f o r ;  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  r e p a i r i n g  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  b r i d g e s ;  s e t t i n g  
and p r o t e c t i n g  s h a d e  t r e e s ,  d r a i n a g e ,  c u t t i n g  w e e d s  and b r u s h  
w i t h i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  a p p o in t m e n t  
and d e f i n i n g  t h e  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  and c o m p e n s a t io n  o f  s t a t e ,  
c o u n t y ,  t o w n s h i p  and d i s t r i c t  h ig h w a y  o f f i c i a l s , "

b e i n g  s e c t i o n  2 2 4 . 1 8  o f  t h e  M ic h ig a n  C o m p iled  L aw s.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1 .  The t i t l e  and s e c t i o n  18 o f  c h a p t e r  IV o f  A c t

2 No. 283 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 0 9 ,  b e i n g  s e c t i o n  2 2 4 . 1 8  o f  t h e

3 M ic h ig a n  C o m p iled  Laws, a r e  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :
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1 TITLE

2 An a c t  t o  r e v i s e ,  c o n s o l i d a t e ,  a n d  a d d t o t h e  l a w s  r e l a t i n g

3  t o  t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  o p e n i n g ,  d i s c o n t i n u i n g ,  v a c a t i n g ,  c l o s i n g ,

4  a l t e r i n g ,  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a nd  u s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h i g h -

5  ways  a n d  p r i v a t e  r o a d s ;  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  a nd

6  g r a v e l  t h e r e f o r ;  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  r e p a i r i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f

7 b r i d g e s ;  MAINTAINING PUBLIC ACCESS TO WATERWAYS UNDER CERTAI N

8  CONDITI ONS; s e t t i n g  and  p r o t e c t i n g  s h a de  t r e e s ,  d r a i n a g e ,  AND

9  c u t t i n g  we eds  a nd  b r u s h  w i t h i n  t h i s  s t a t e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r

1 0  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a nd  d e f i n i n g  t h e  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s ,  a n d

11 c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  s t a t e ,  c o u n t y ,  t o w n s h i p ,  a n d  d i s t r i c t  h i g h w a y

1 2  o f f i c i a l s .

13.  CHAPTER IV

14 S e c .  18.  (1 )  IF s t a t e  r e w a r d  i s  t o  be a p p l i e d

15 f o r ,  t h e  b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  t h e

16 s t a t e  TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION , f o r

17 ITS a p p r o v a l ,  a map o f  t h e  c o u n t y  s h o w i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e

18 p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d s .  

19 THIS p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  may be c h a n g e d  i f  a p p r o v e d  by t h e

20 s t a t e  TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION. A l l

2 1  s t a t e  r e w a r d e d  r o a d s  c o m p o s i n g  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  s h a l l  be

2 2  t a k e n  o v e r  a s  c o u n t y  r o a d s  by t h e  b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s -

23 s i o n e r s  a nd  a ny  r o a d  OR PART OF A ROAD PREVIOUSLY

24 l a i d  o u t  s h a l l  become A c o u n t y  

25 ROAD i f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  s h a l l  a t  a n y  t i m e

26 s o  d e t e r m i n e ,  and  i n  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  o r  on t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n

27 t o w n s h i p s  o r  v i l l a g e s  o r  c i t i e s  a ny  s t r e e t s  o r
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p a r t s  o f  s t r e e t s  o f: s u c h v i l l a g e  o r  c i t y m a y  be a d o p t e d a s  a 

c o u n t y  r o a d ,  w i t h t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t he  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f 

THAT c i t y  o r  c i t i e s ,  v i l l a g e  o r  v i l l a g e s .  

IF  A s t r e e t  IS t a k e n  o v e r  a s  a 

c o u n t y  r o a d  a nd  i s  i mp r o v e d  a s  s u c h ,  c i t y  and  v i l l a g e  a u t h o r i t i e s  

MAY f u r t h e r  i mp r o v e  THE r o a d  by 

s u r f a c i n g  IT o u t s i d e  t h e  p o r t i o n  c o n s t r u c t e d  

by t h e  c o u n t y  and  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  g u t t e r s ,  c u r b s ,  s i d e w a l k s ,  

a n d o t h e r  i m p r o v e me n t s ,  MAY p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c a r e  and  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  THE i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  and  MAY l e v y  and  

c o l l e c t  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  IMPROVEMENTS. The v o t e  o f  t h e  

c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n r e s p e c t  t o  THE d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

s h a l l  be t a k e n  by y e a s  and n a y s ,  and  s h a l l  be e n t e r e d  a t  l a r g e  on 

t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  

N o t i c e o f  THE d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  be IMMEDIAT ELY

g i v e n  by t h e  c l e r k  t o

t h e  h i g h wa y  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  e a c h  c i t y  o r  v i l l a g e  i n  w h i c h  

THE r o a d  o r  any  p a r t  OF THE ROAD i s  s i t u a t e d ,  

and  p u b l i s h e d  i n  some n e w s p a p e r  p r i n t e d  and  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  t h e

c o u n t y ,  o n c e  i n  e a c h  week f o r  3 s u c c e s s i v e  w e e k s .

IF t h e r e  i s  NOT AN e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i n t i n g  

o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h e  c l e r k   

may a d v e r t i s e  i n  a n e w s p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  an  

a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t y .  P r o o f  o f  s e r v i c e  and  p u b l i c a t i o n  may be 

made by a f f i d a v i t  by any p e r s o n  knowing  t h e  f a c t s  a n d   

f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c l e r k .  THE a f f i d a v i t  o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e r e o f  

o r  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  THE a f f i d a v i t  o r r e c o r d  s h a l l  be
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p r i m a  f a c i e e v i d e n c e o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s .  A f t e r  s e r v i c e  a n d  

p u b l i c a t i o n o f  THE no t i c e ,  t h e  b o a r d o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  com

m i s s i o n e r s  s h a l l  h a v e  e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  c o n 

t r o l  o f  THE r o a d  - s o -  e m b r a c e d  w i t h i n  THE d e t e r m i 

n a t i o n ,  a nd  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  

ROAD i s  s i t u a t e d  s h a l l  be  r e l i e v e d  f r o m  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

t h e r e f o r .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  l a y i n g  o u t  o r  t a k i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  a 

r o a d  THE b o a r d  s h a l l  g i v e t h e  ROAD a name a n d  t h e  

bo a r d  may t h e r e a f t e r  c h a n g e  t h e  name o f  THE r o a d  i f  

CONSIDERED n e c e s s a r y  by, THE b o a r d  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c o n f o r m t o  a g e n e r a l  p l a n  o r  a v o i d  c o n f u s i o n  o r  d u p l i c a t i o n .  The 

name g i v e n  by THE b o a r d  t o  any  r o a d  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s 

d i c t i o n ,  e i t h e r  o r i g i n a l l y  o r  i n  c a s e  o f  a c h a n g e  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  

i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  s h a l l  t h e r e a f t e r  be t h e  o f f i c i a l  name by w h i c h  

THE r o a d  s h a l l  be known.  

(2 )  THE b o a r d a l s o  MAY e n t e r  i n t o  a g r e e 

m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n  a ny  a d j o i n 

i n g  c o u n t y  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l a y i n g  o u t ,  ma i n t e n a n c e ,  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  i n t e r - c o u n t y  r o a d s .   

THE DECISION o f  e a c h  b o a r d  TO 

BECOME a p a r t y  t o  s u c h  AN a g r e e m e n t  IS l i m i t e d  t o  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  r o a d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  THAT b o a r d .

( 3 )  The b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r oad  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  a n y  c o u n t y  

w h i c h  h a s  a d o p t e d  t h e  c o u n t y  r o a d  s y s t e m ,   

a t  any t i m e ,  MAY e i t h e r  r e l i n q u i s h  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  o r  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n  and  d i s c o n t i n u e  a ny  c o u n t y
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r o a d ,  o r  a ny  p a r t  OF A COUNTY ROAD, by a r e s o l u t i on 

a d o p t e d  by a m a j o r i t y  v o t e .  The v o t e o f  t h e  c o u n t y  r o ad  c o m m i s 

s i o n e r s  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  e i t h e r  r e l i n q u i s hment  o f  j u r i s d i c 

t i o n  o r  a b s o l u t e  a b a n d o n m e n t  a nd  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  s h a l l  be  t a k e n  

a n d  e n t e r e d ,  and  n o t i c e  g i v e n ,  i n  t h e  same ma n n e r  a s  

r e q u i r e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  c o u n t y  r o a d s  a r e  

a d o p t e d .  A f t e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  j u r i s d i c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  

h a d ,  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a nd  c o n t r o l  o f  THE r o a d ,  o r  p a r t  

OF THE ROAD, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED I N THIS 

SECTION, s h a l l  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  t o w n s h i p  o r  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  

w h i c h  t h e  ROAD i s  s i t u a t e d ,  and  t h e  c o u n t y  s h a l l  be  

r e l i e v e d  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  FOR THE ROAD. A f t e r  

p r o c e e d i n g s  t o  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n  and  d i s c o n t i n u e ,   

THE r o a d  o r  p a r t  OF THE ROAD s h a l l  c e a s e  t o  

e x i s t  a s  a p u b l i c  h ighwa y  UNLESS THE UNIT OF GOVERNMENT THAT 

ACQUIRES THE PROPERTY OR CONTROL OF THE PROPERTY PERMITS SUCH A 

USE. SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION ( 8 ) ,  THE b o a r d ,  a t  

t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  A r e s o l u t i o n  t o  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n 

don  a nd  d i s c o n t i n u e  any  p o r t i o n  o f  A h i g h w a y  u n d e r  i t s  

j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  SHALL d e t e r m i n e  i n  THE r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  

t o  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  THE h i g h w a y  o r  

p o r t i o n  OF THE HIGHWAY be a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n e d  

a n d  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  THE b o a r d  s h a l l  c a u s e  a t r u e  c o p y  o f  

e v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  an  a c c u r a t e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  h i g h w a y  o r  p o r t i o n  

OF THE HIGHWAY THAT h a s  b e e n  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n e d  

a n d  d i s c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e
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r e g i s t e r  o f  d e e d s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  WHERE t h e  l a n d s  a r e  

s i t u a t e d .  

( 4 )--THE b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  s h a l l  n o t  a b s o 

l u t e l y  a b a n d o n a nd  d i s c o n t i n u e  a n y  h i g h w a y ,  o r  p a r t  o f  A h i g h w a y ,

 

e x c e p t  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d ,  upon  t h e  w r i t t e n  

p e t i t i o n  o f  7 o r  more  f r e e h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  i n  w h i c h   

THE r o a d  i s  s o u g h t  t o  be  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n e d  a nd  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  

THE p e t i t i o n  f o r  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n i n g  a nd  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  

A h i g h w a y  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  THE r o a d  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  

o r  by a ny  name by w h i c h  i t  i s  known,  and  i f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  a b a n d o n 

men t  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  o n l y  a . p o r t i o n  o f  A r o a d  i s  

a s k e d  f o r ,  THAT p o r t i o n  s h a l l  be  s p e c i f i e d .  THE 

p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be a c c o m p a n i e d  by a t r u e  and  c o r r e c t  l i s t  o f  t h e  

names  a nd  m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  o f  e a c h  p a r c e l  o f  

l a n d  a b u t t i n g  t h e  h i g h w a y ,  o r  p o r t i o n  OF THE HIGHWAY, 

s o u g h t  t o  be a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n e d  a nd  d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  w h i c h  l i s t  

s h a l l  be  c e r t i f i e d  t o  u n d e r  o a t h  by 1 o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  m a k i n g  o r  

p r e s e n t i n g  THE p e t i t i o n .

(5 )  I F A p e t i t i o n  f o r  a b s o l u t e  a b a n d o n m e n t  

a n d  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  A r o a d  o r  p o r t i o n   

OF A ROAD CONTAINS t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  o w n e r s  

o f  r e c o r d  and  o c c u p a n t s  o f  l a n d  a b u t t i n g  t h e r e o n ,  a s  a s c e r t a i n e d  

f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r  o f  d e e d s  a n d  t h e  

c e r t i f i e d  l i s t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  IN SUBSECTION ( 4 ) ,  t h e  b o a r d  

o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  20 d a y s  a f t e r  

r e c e i v i n g  t h e  PETITION,  SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION ( 8 ) ,
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de t e r m i n e  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  THE a b a n d o n m e n t  a nd  

d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  and  e i t h e r  g r a n t  o r  d en y  THE p e t i t i o n  w i t h 

o u t  f u r t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s .  I n  a l l  o t h e r  c a s e s  THE 

b o a r d  s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  20 d a y s  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  A p e t i t i o n ,  

i s s u e  a w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  s t a t i n g  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  THE p e t i t i o n  

and a p p o i n t i n g  a t i m e  a nd  p l a c e  o f  h e a r i n g ,  w h i c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  

s e r v e d  on  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  r e c o r d  and  o c c u p a n t s  o f  l a n d s  t h r o u g h  o r  

a d j o i n i n g  w h i c h  i t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n  a n d  d i s c o n 

t i n u e  THE r o a d ,  by ma i l i n g  a copy  OF THE NOTICE 

by f i r s t - c l a s s  m a i l  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  e a c h  owner  o f  r e c o r d  o r  

o c c u p a n t  a t  h i s  OR HER l a s t  known a d d r e s s  a t  l e a s t  30 

d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  h e a r i n g .  THE BOARD SHALL ALSO 

NOTIFY THE TOWNSHIP OR MUNICIPALITY WITHIN WHICH THE ROAD I S  S I T 

UATED, THE STATE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES IF THE ACTION CONCERNS ANY COUNTY ROAD OR POR

TION OF A COUNTY ROAD THAT BORDERS ON, CROSSES, IS ADJACENT TO,

OR ENDS AT A LAKE OR THE GENERAL COURSE OF A STREAM AND THE PRO

POSED ACTION WOULD RESULT IN THE LOSS OF PUBLIC ACCESS. IF  t h e  

owner  DOES n o t  r e s i d e  upon  THE LAND 

OR t h e  owner  o f  r e c o r d  o r  o c c u p a n t  c a n n o t  be f o u n d  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  wh ic h  THE LAND IS s i t u a t e d ,  

t h e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  owner  o f  r e c o r d  o r  o c c u p a n t  o f  THE 

LAND s h a l l  be  s e r v e d  by p o s t i n g  i n  3 p u b l i c  p l a c e s  

i n  t h e  t o w n s h i p  i n  wh i c h  THE r o a d  i s  s i t u a t e d ,  a n d  by 

PUBLICATION i n  a n e w s p a p e r  c i r c u l a t e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  h e a r i n g .

N o t i c e  s h a l l  be s e r v e d  upon  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n i e s  by l e a v i n g  a c o py
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1 w i t h  t h e  a g e n t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a ny  t i c k e t  o r  f r e i g h t

2 o f f i c e  o f  t h e  company o p e r a t i n g  THE r a i l r o a d ,  on t h e  l i n e

3 t h e r e o f .  THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE TOWNSHIP OR

4 MUNICIPALITY WITHIN WHICH THE ROAD IS SITUATED SHALL REVIEW THE

5 PETITION AND DETERMINE WITHIN 30 DAYS WHETHER THE PROPERTY SHOULD

6 BE RETAINED AS A PUBLIC ACCESS SI TE.  THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

7 RESOURCES SHALL HAVE FIRST PRIORITY TO RETAIN THE PROPERTY AS A

8 PUBLIC ACCESS SI TE.

9 (6)  Upon t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  no t i c e  r e q u i r e d  

10 IN SUBSECTION ( 5 ) ,  a n d  b e f o r e  a n y  f u r t h e r

I I p r o c e e d i n g s  ARE HELD, t h e  p e r s o n  by whom t h e  s e r v -

12 i c e  was made s h a l l  make a nd  a n n e x  t o  THE n o t i c e ,  o r  a c o p y

13 OF THE NOTICE, a n  a f f i d a v i t  s t a t i n g  t h e  t i m e  a nd  m a nn e r

14 o f  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  s h a l 1  be by f i r s t - c l a s s  m a i l ,  a nd  by p o s t i n g

15 a nd  a d v e r t i s i n g .  IN ADDITION, IF  SERVICE IS upon  a

16 r a i l r o a d  co mp an y ,  t h e  

17 AFFIDAVIT SHALL SO STATE AND SHALL SPECIFY THE AGENT UPON

18 WHOM SERVICE WAS MADE. THE n o t i c e  a nd  a f f i d a v i t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

19 a n  a f f i d a v i t  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  i f  THE n o t i c e  was p u b l i s h e d ,

20 s h a l l  be a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  a nd  t h e  w h o l e  s h a l l  be  p r e s e n t

21 a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  upon t h e  p e t i t i o n .  The b o a r d  o f

22 c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  may d e s i g n a t e ,  a s  h e a r i n g  e x a m i n e r ,  an

23 e m p l o y e e  t o  h o l d  t h e  h e a r i n g  upon  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  h e a r -

24 i n g ,  t h e  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  a l l  f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  t o  t h e

25 b o a r d .

26 (7)  The b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o r  t h e

27 s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o r  e n g i n e e r  e m p l o y e d  by  THE b o a r d  s h a l l
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1 p r o c e e d  t o  v i e w  t h e  p r e m i s e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a n d

2 n o t i c e ,  a n d  t h e  bo a r d  s h a l l  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o r  a d v i s a b i l -

3 i t y  o f  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n i n g  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  h i g h w a y  p u r s u -

4 a n t  t o  THE p e t i t i o n .

5 ( 8 )  I F  THE BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS DETERMINES

6 PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION TO RELINQUISH CONTROL, DISCONTINUE,

7 ABANDON, OR VACATE ANY COUNTY ROAD OR PORTION OF A COUNTY ROAD

8 THAT BORDERS ON, CROSSES, IS  ADJACENT TO, OR ENDS AT A LAKE OR

9 THE GENERAL COURSE OF A STREAM AND THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

10 RESOURCES DECIDES TO MAINTAIN THE ROAD AS A PUBLIC ACCESS S I TE,

11 IT SHALL CONVEY BY QUITCLAIM DEED OR RELINQUISH JURISDICTION OVER

12 THE PROPERTY I F  THE INTEREST I S  NONTRANSFERABLE TO THE STATE.

13 THE PROPERTY SHALL BE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

14 NATURAL RESOURCES. THE STATE MAY RETAI N TITLE TO THE PROPERTY,

15 TRANSFER TITLE TO A LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT, OR DEED THE PROP-

16 ERTY TO THE ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS. IF  THE STATE HAS PURCHASED

17 THE PROPERTY WITH RESTRICTED FUND REVENUE, MONEY OBTAINED FROM

18 SALE OF THE PROPERTY SHALL BE RETURNED TO THAT RESTRICTED FUND.

19 THE LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT SHALL EITHER MAINTAIN THE PROPERTY

20 AS A SITE OF PUBLIC ACCESS OR ALLOW IT TO REVERT TO THE ADJOINING

2 1 LANDOWNERS.

22 (9 )  W i t h i n  30 d a y s  a f t e r  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  upon  t h e  p e t i -

23 t i o n  f o r  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n i n g  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  A h i g h w a y ,

24 t h e  b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  com-

25 m i s s i o n e r s  s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

26 TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION a f u l l  r e c o r d  a n d  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r

27 PROCEEDINGS. A DETERMINATION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
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1 ROAD COMMISSIONERS UNDER THIS SECTION IS BINDING FOR PURPOSES OF

2 ACT NO. 3 4 1 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1927,  BEING SECTIONS 2 4 7 . 4  1 TO

3 2 4 7 . 4 6  OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.

4 ( 10)  The b o a r d  o f  c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  may r e s e r v e  an

5 e a s e m e n t  f o r  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  p u r p o s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o f

6 a n y  r o a d  a b s o l u t e l y  a b a n d o n e d  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u e d  u n d e r t h i s  s e c t i o n

7 a n d  may,  by r e s o l u t i o n ,  e x t i n g u i s h  a ny  e a s e m e n t  s o  r e s e r v e d  w he n -

8 e v e r  THE e a s e m e n t  c e a s e s  t o  be  u s e d  f o r  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y

9 p u r p o s e s .
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