
HOUSE BILL No. 4690
April 4 , 1995, Introduced by Reps. Hill, Cherry, Rhead, Bodem and Middleton and 

referred to the Committee on Local Government.

A bill to amend sections 251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 257, 258, 
and 264 of Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, entitled as 
amended
"Michigan election law,"
section 254 as amended by Act No. 7 of the Public Acts of 1990, 
being sections 168.251, 168.252, 168.253, 168.254, 168.255, 
168.257, 168.258, and 168.264 of the Michigan Compiled Laws; and 
to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. Sections 251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 257, 258, and
2 264 of Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, section 254 as
3 amended by Act No. 7 of the Public Acts of 1990, being
4 sections 168.251, 168.252, 168.253, 168.254, 168.255, 168.257,
5 168.258, and 168.264 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended
6 to read as follows:
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1 Sec. 251. (1) This chapter shall not b e applieab-t-e-.in
2 eetmtiea. APPLIES TO A COUNTY in which the county road commis-
3 sioners are appointed-by the board o£ county supervisors
4 ELECTED.
5 (2) COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE ELECTED AT THE GEN-
6 ERAL NOVEMBER ELECTION FROM SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS. FOR THE
7 PURPOSES OF THIS CHAPTER, THE ELECTION OF A COUNTY ROAD COMMIS-
8 SIONER SHALL BE CONSIDERED TO BE A SEPARATE ELECTION IN EACH
9 DISTRICT.
10 (3) AS USED IN THIS CHAPTER, "DISTRICT" MEANS A COUNTY ROAD
11 COMMISSIONER ELECTION DISTRICT AS ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER
12 IV OF ACT NO. 283 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1909, BEING SECTIONS
13 224.1 TO 224.32 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.
14 Sec. 252. No person shall TO be eligible —bo- FOR the
15 office of county road commissioner, who shall note have been a
16 citizen of— bhe-Un r̂ted—States and A PERSON SHALL BE a qualified
17 and registered elector of the county AND A RESIDENT OF THE
18 DISTRICT in which election is sought for .at—i-eayt NOT LESS THAN
19 1 year next preceding--h*-s-. IMMEDIATELY BEFORE THE election —
20 nor shail--he be a -rftember-o f the county board— o£'-supervisors AND
21 FOR THE DURATION OF HIS OR HER TERM OF OFFICE. A MEMBER OF THE
22 COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS IS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THE OFFICE OF
23 COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONER.
24 Sec. 253. (1) A general NONPARTISAN primary election —©£
25 ail-.political parties ■ shall be held IN EACH COUNTY on the
26 Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in August preceding every
27 general November election, in which county road commissioners
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a r e e l e c t e d - -  at w h i c h  t i m e  the q u a l i f i e d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t o r s  

o f - e a eh p o l i t i c al p a r t y  m a y  v o t e  for ■ p a r t y  N O N P A R T I S A N  c a n d i 

d a t e s  for the o f f i c e  of c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(2) IF, U P O N  T H E  E X P I R A T I O N  O F  T H E  T I M E  F O R  F I L I N G  N O M I N A T 

I N G  P E T I T I O N S  F O R  T H E  P R I M A R Y  E L E C T I O N  O F  A  C O U N T Y  R O A D  C O M M I S 

S I O N E R ,  T H E R E  A R E  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  2 C A N D I D A T E S ,  T H E  C O U N T Y  C L E R K  

S H A L L  C E R T I F Y  T O  T H E  C O U N T Y  B O A R D  O F  E L E C T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N E R S  T H E  

N A M E S  O F  T H O S E  C A N D I D A T E S  A N D  T H O S E  C A N D I D A T E S  S H A L L  B E  T H E  N O M I 

N E E S  F O R  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  C O U N T Y  R O A D  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  T H E R E  S H A L L  N O T  

B E  A  P R I M A R Y  E L E C T I O N  F O R  T H A T  O F F I C E  A N D  T H A T  O F F I C E  S H A L L  B E  

O M I T T E D  F R O M  T H E  N O N P A R T I S A N  P R I M A R Y  B A L L O T .

Sec. 254. (1) T o  o b t a i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  of t h e  n a m e  of a 

p e r s o n  as a c a n d i d a t e  for n o m i n a t i o n  "by-a pol-itteal pa rty for 

t h e  o f f i c e  of c o u n t y  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n e r  under -a--pa rtieu l a r pa rty 

heading u p o n  the ■ official-- N O N P A R T I S A N  p r i m a r y  b a l l o t s ,  t h e r e  

s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  the c o u n t y  c l e r k  of the c o u n t y  n o m i n a t i n g  

p e t i t i o n s  s i g n e d  by a n u m b e r  of q u a l i f i e d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t o r s  

r e s i d i n g  w i t h i n  the ■cottnty- D I S T R I C T  e q u a l  to n o t  l e s s  t h a n  1/2 

O F  1 % or m o r e  t h a n  4% ■ 2% of t h e  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  c a s t  by the 

part-y— in the c o u n t y  for s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  at t h e  l a s t  p r e c e d i n g  

g e n e r a l  N o v e m b e r  e l e c t i o n  in w h i c h  a s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  w a s  

e l e c t e d .  N o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  s h a l l  be in the f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  in 

s e c t i o n  544c. T h e  c o u n t y  c l e r k  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i 

t i o n s  up to 4 p.m. of the t w e l f t h  T u e s d a y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  A u g u s t  

p r i m a r y .  in which county road commissio ne r s -a-re to be elect-ed--.—

(2) T o  o b t a i n  the p r i n t i n g  of t h e  n a m e  of a c a n d i d a t e  -o £■■■■■« 

p o l i t ic al—party under—the particular party's heading upon t h e
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NONPARTISAN primary election ballots in the various voting
precincts of the.county ■■ A DISTRICT, there may be filed by each
candidate, in lieu of filing nominating petitions, a filing fee 
of $100.00 to be paid to the county clerk. Payment of the fee 
and certification of the name of the candidate paying the fee
aha 1-1 be. ARE governed by the same provisions as in the ease

of— nominating petitions. The fee shall be deposited in the gen
eral fund of the county and shall be returned to ■ all- THE 2 can
didates who are nominated and to an.cqua-t -nmnbcr of THE 2 can
didates who received the next highest number of votes in the pri
mary election. If 2 or more candidates tie in having the lowest 
number of votes allowing a refund, the sum of $100.00 shall be 
divided among them. The deposits of all other defeated candi
dates, as well as the deposits of candidates who withdraw or are
disqualified, shall.be- ARE forfeited, and THE COUNTY CLERK
SHALL NOTIFY the candidates aha 11 be not-ifi-ed - of the 
forfeitures. Deposits forfeited under this section shall be paid 
into and credited to the general fund of the county.

Sec. 255. When any-candidate.of--a--po-ti-ti-cal party for— the
office-of—county.road commissioner ,— after having qualified as a
candidate?— shall.die ,— after-the last day for qual-ifying ,— leaving
such party  without. a.candidate for— the office of county— road com
mi.9 3-roner ,— a candidate— to— f-t-li— the -vacancy thereby .cau-sed may be
selected— by— the-members -of— the— county committee of— such
candidate‘s political party .for— the county,— and the name of— the
candidate so.selected ■shall be transmitted to the county
officials— required by law to-print and distribute ballots?— «md
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s m c h—c o u n t y—o f £ i c i a l a—s h a l l—ca u se—to—be p r i n t e d -a—s u f f i c i e n t

5

number—ere—gummed—labels—or—stickers—bea r-i-ng—the—name—of—the—Can

dida t e- whi-eh—shall be-dist r ibuted—bo—the "Vari'ous- vo ting p r ee-incbs 

w ithin-the ir respectiv e  eounty ,—and a boa rd of e lection inspee

trors of eaeh "Sueh p recinct shal-l cause—\—of such stickers—to-.be

p l a c e d - o n  e a e h ' b a l l o t - o v e r t h e n a m e—of  t h e c a n d i d a t e  w h o-.h a s  d i e d

b e f o r e - s u c h  b a l l o t  i s—h a nd e d 't o t h e e l e c t o r .-' IF, A F T E R  T H E  D E A D 

L I N E  F O R  F I L I N G  N O M I N A T I N G  P E T I T I O N S  U N D E R  S E C T I O N  254, T H E R E  A R E  

N O  C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  N O M I N A T I O N  O R  N O M I N E E S  F O R  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  C O U N T Y  

R O A D  C O M M I S S I O N E R  IN A  D I S T R I C T  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E  D E A T H  O R  D I S Q U A L I 

F I C A T I O N  O F  A C A N D I D A T E  M O R E  T H A N  6 5 D A Y S  B E F O R E  T H E  G E N E R A L  

N O V E M B E R  E L E C T I O N  O R  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E  W I T H D R A W A L  O F  A  C A N D I D A T E  

U N D E R  S E C T I O N  256, T H E N  A  P E R S O N ,  W H E T H E R  O R  N O T  A N  I N C U M B E N T ,

M A Y  Q U A L I F Y  A S  A  N O M I N E E  F O R  T H A T  O F F I C E  A T  T H E  G E N E R A L  N O V E M B E R  

E L E C T I O N  BY F I L I N G  N O M I N A T I N G  P E T I T I O N S  A S  R E Q U I R E D  B Y  S E C T I O N  

254. H O W E V E R ,  T H E  F I L I N G  S H A L L  B E  M A D E  B E F O R E  4 P.M. O N  T H E  

T W E N T Y - F I R S T  D A Y  F O L L O W I N G  T H E  D E A T H  O R  D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  

C A N D I D A T E  O R  4 P.M. O N  T H E  S I X T I E T H  D A Y  P R E C E D I N G  T H E  G E N E R A L  

N O V E M B E R  E L E C T I O N ,  W H I C H E V E R  IS E A R L I E R ,  A N D  T H E  M I N I M U M  N U M B E R  

O F  S I G N A T U R E S  R E Q U I R E D  IS 1,000 O R  1/2 T H E  M I N I M U M  N U M B E R  

R E Q U I R E D  U N D E R  S E C T I O N  254, W H I C H E V E R  IS LES S .

Sec. 257. If f o r a n y r e a s o n t h e r e -is n o c a n d i d a t e of—a

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y f or c o u n t y -roa d c o m m i s s i o n e r ,—a b l a n k—s p a c e .s h a l l

b e .p r o v i d e d o n  e a c h  o f—th e o f f i c ial p r i m a ry b a l l o ts w h i c h w i l l

a f f o r d  e v e r y e l e e tor of s a i d  p a r t y  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y to-.v ote —fo r  a

c a n d i d a te—fcrr—s u c h o f f i c e .by  w r i t i n g—in t h e n a m e o f  h i s  or—h e r

s el e e t io n—or—by—t h e u s e - o f a s l i p  or p a s t e r .- IF T H E R E  A R E  N O
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1 NOMINEES FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONER IN A DISTRICT
2 BECAUSE OF THE DEATH OR DISQUALIFICATION OF A NOMINEE LESS THAN
3 66 DAYS BEFORE THE GENERAL NOVEMBER ELECTION, THEN A PERSON SHALL
4 NOT BE ELECTED AT THAT GENERAL NOVEMBER ELECTION TO THE OFFICE OF
5 COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONER AND THE VACANCY SHALL BE FILLED AS PRO-
6 VIDED IN SECTION 269.
7 Sec. 258. The candidate of each political1 pa rty 2
8 CANDIDATES for the office of county road commissioner receiving
9 the greatest number of votes east for candidates for said
10 offiee IN A DISTRICT, as set forth in the report of the board of
11 county canvassers, based on the returns from the various election
12 precincts, or as determined by sa-ird- THE board OF COUNTY
13 CANVASSERS as the result of a recount, shall be declared the
14 -nominee of that— political party NOMINEES for said THE office
15 at the next ensuing - GENERAL November election, and the board of
16 county canvassers shall forthwith. IMMEDIATELY certify such
17 nomination THE NOMINATIONS to the county election commission.
18 Sec. 264. The term of office for county road commissioner
1 9 -shall be— 6 years,— beginning—on- the first-day of January next
20 following his election,— and shall continue— until a successor
21 shall have-been—ejected and-qualified SHALL BE AS PROVIDED IN
22 SECTION 6 OF CHAPTER IV OF ACT NO. 283 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF
23 1909, BEING SECTION 224.6 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.
24 Section 2. Sections 259, 260, 261, 265, 267, and 269 of Act
25 No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, being sections 168.259,
26 168.260, 168.261, 168.265, 168.267, and 168.269 of the Michigan
27 Compiled Laws, are repealed.

02099*95 a *



/
1 Section 3. This amendatory act shall not take effect unless
2 Senate Bill No. _________ or House Bill No. 4689 __  (request
3 no. 02099'95 *) of the 88th Legislature is enacted into law.
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