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No. 4673HOUSE BILL No. 4673
March 28, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Harder, Curtis, Baade, Willard, Tesanovich, 

DeMars and Wetters and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

A bill to amend sections 2 and 13 of Act No. 106 of the 

Public Acts of 1972, entitled 

"Highway advertising act of 1972,"
being sections 252.302 and 252.313 of the Michigan Compiled 

Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. Sections 2 and 13 of Act No. 106 of the Public

2 Acts of 1972, being sections 252.302 to 252.313 of the Michigan

3 Compiled Laws, are amended to read as follows:

4 Sec. 2. As used in this act:

5 (a) "Business area" means an adjacent area THAT is

6 zoned under authority of state, county, township or municipal

7 zoning authority for industrial or commercial purposes,

8 customarily referred to as "b" or business, "c" or commercial,

9 "i" or industrial, "m" or manufacturing, and "s" or service, and
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1 a l l  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  THAT: ( i )  i s

2 w i t h i n  a  c i t y ,  v i l l a g e ,  o r  c h a r t e r  t o w n s h i p  o r  ( i i )  i s  w i t h i n  1

3 m i l e  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  a  c i t y ,  v i l l a g e ,  o r  c h a r t e r  t o w n -

4 s h i p  o r  ( i i i )  i s  b e y o n d  1 m i l e  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  a  c i t y ,

5 v i l l a g e ,  o r  c h a r t e r  t o w n s h i p  a n d  c o n t a i n s  1 o r  m o re  p e r m a n e n t

6 s t r u c t u r e s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s

7 d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s u b d i v i s i o n  a n d  THAT e x t e n d s  a l o n g  t h e

8 h i g h w a y  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  8 0 0  f e e t  b e y o n d  e a c h  e d g e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y .

9 E a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  h ig h w a y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  a p p l y i n g

10 t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  e x c e p t  w h e r e  i t  i s  n o t  t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e

1 1 f o r  a  s i g n  o r  s i g n  s t r u c t u r e  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  o n  t h e

12 s a m e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h ig h w a y  a s  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  d e v o t e d  t o

13 i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s ,  a  b u s i n e s s  a r e a  m ay  b e  e s t a b -

14 l i s h e d  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  a  p r i m a r y  h ig h w a y  i n  a n  a r e a  z o n e d

15 c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  i n  a n  u n z o n e d  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l

16 o f  t h e  s t a t e  h ig h w a y  c o m m i s s i o n .  A p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  d e v o t e d

17 t o  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s  s h a l l  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e

18 e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  b u s i n e s s  a r e a  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y .

19 A l l  m e a s u r e m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r l y

2 0  u s e d  b u i l d i n g ,  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  o r  s t o r a g e  o r  p r o c e s s i n g  a r e a  o f  t h e

21 c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  n o t  f r o m  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s

2 2  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a l o n g  o r  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  e d g e  o r

2 3  p a v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y .  C o m m e r c ia l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p u r p o s e s  a r e

24  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l

2 5  b y  z o n i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  s h a l l

26  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l :
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1 ( i )  A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  f o r e s t r y ,  g r a z i n g ,  f a r m i n g ,  a n d  r e l a t e d

2 a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  w a y s i d e  f r e s h  p r o d u c e

3 s t a n d s .

4 ( i i ) T r a n s i e n t  o r  t e m p o r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,

5 ( i i i )  A c t i v i t i e s  n o t  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  m a i n - t r a v e l e d  w a y .

6 ( i v )  A c t i v i t i e s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  u s e d  a s

7 a  r e s i d e n c e .

8 ( v )  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a n d  m in o r  s i d i n g s .

9 ( v i )  O u t d o o r  a d v e r t i s i n g .

10 ( v i i )  A c t i v i t i e s  m o re  t h a n  6 6 0  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  m a i n - t r a v e l e d

11 w a y .

12 ( b )  " U n z o n e d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a "  m e a n s  a n  a r e a

13 w h ic h  i s  w i t h i n  a n  a d j a c e n t  a r e a ,  w h ic h  i s  n o t  z o n e d  b y  s t a t e  o r

14 l o c a l  l a w ,  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  o r d i n a n c e ,  w h ic h  c o n t a i n s  1 o r  m o re  p e r -

15 m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r -

16 p o s e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  s u b d i v i s i o n  ( a ) ,  a n d  w h ic h  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  t h e

17 h ig h w a y  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  8 0 0  f e e t  b e y o n d  e a c h  e d g e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y .

18 E a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  h ig h w a y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  a p p l y i n g

19 t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  e x c e p t  w h e r e  i t  i s  n o t  t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e

20 f o r  a  s i g n  o r  s i g n  s t r u c t u r e  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  o n  t h e

21 s a m e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h ig h w a y  a s  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  d e v o t e d  t o

22 i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s ,  a n  u n z o n e d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r

23 i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  m ay b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  a  p r i -

24 m a ry  h ig h w a y  i n  a n  a r e a  z o n e d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  i n  a n

25 u n z o n e d  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h ig h w a y  c o m m i s s i o n .

26 A p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  d e v o t e d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l

27 p u r p o s e s  s h a l l  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  u n z o n e d
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1 c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y .  A l l

2 m e a s u r e m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r l y  u s e d

3 b u i l d i n g ,  p a r k i n g  l o t  o r  s t o r a g e  o r  p r o c e s s i n g  a r e a  o f  t h e  c o m -

4 m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  n o t  f r o m  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  o f

5 t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a l o n g  o r  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  e d g e  o r

6 p a v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y .  C o m m e r c ia l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p u r p o s e s  a r e

7 t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l

8 b y  z o n i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  s h a l l

9 n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l :

10 ( i )  A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  f o r e s t r y ,  g r a z i n g ,  f a r m i n g  a n d  r e l a t e d

11 a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  w a y s i d e  f r e s h  p r o d u c e

12 s t a n d s .

13 ( i i ) T r a n s i e n t  o r  t e m p o r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .

14 ( i i i )  A c t i v i t i e s  n o t  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  m a i n - t r a v e l e d  w a y .

15 ( i v )  A c t i v i t i e s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  u s e d  a s

16 a  r e s i d e n c e .

17 ( v )  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a n d  m in o r  s i d i n g s .

18 ( v i )  O u t d o o r  a d v e r t i s i n g .

19 ( v i i )  A c t i v i t i e s  m o re  t h a n  6 6 0  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  m a i n - t r a v e l e d

20  w a y .

21 ( c )  " E r e c t "  m e a n s  t o  c o n s t r u c t ,  b u i l d ,  r a i s e ,  a s s e m b l e ,

2 2  p l a c e ,  a f f i x ,  a t t a c h ,  c r e a t e ,  p a i n t ,  d r a w ,  o r  i n  a n y  o t h e r  w ay

2 3  b r i n g  i n t o  b e i n g  o r  e s t a b l i s h .

2 4  ( d )  " I n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y "  m e a n s  a  h ig h w a y  o f f i c i a l l y  d e s i g -

25  n a t e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  o f  i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  d e f e n s e

2 6  h i g h w a y s  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e

2 7  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .
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1 ( e )  " F r e e w a y "  m e a n s  a  d i v i d e d  h ig h w a y  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  2

2 l a n e s  i n  e a c h  d i r e c t i o n  t o ,  FROM, OR ACROSS w h ic h  o w n e r s  o r  o c c u -

3 p a n t s  o f  a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t y  o r  t h e  p u b l i c  d o  n o t  h a v e  a  r i g h t  o f

4 i n g r e s s  o r  e g r e s s ,  e x c e p t  a t

5 p o i n t s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  o r  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  R E SPO N SIB LE

6 a u t h o r i t i e s .  

7 ( f )  " P r i m a r y  h ig h w a y "  m e a n s  a  h i g h w a y ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  i n t e r -

8 s t a t e  h ig h w a y  o r  f r e e w a y ,  o f f i c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e

9 p r i m a r y  s y s t e m  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  s e c t i o n  131 o f

10 t i t l e  23 o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  CODE, 23

11 U .S .C .  1 3 1 ,  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e

12 a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

13 ( g )  " M a i n - t r a v e l e d  w a y "  m e a n s  t h e  t r a v e l e d  w ay  o f  a  h i g h w a y

14 o n  w h i c h  t h r o u g h  t r a f f i c  i s  c a r r i e d .  T h e  t r a v e l e d  w ay  o f  e a c h  o f

15 t h e  s e p a r a t e  r o a d w a y s  f o r  t r a f f i c  i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s  i s  a

16 m a i n - t r a v e l e d  w ay  o f  a  d i v i d e d  h i g h w a y .  I t  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e

17 f a c i l i t i e s  SUCH a s  f r o n t a g e  r o a d s ,  t u r n i n g  r o a d w a y s ,  o r  p a r k i n g

18 a r e a s .

19 ( h )  " S i g n "  m e a n s  AN o u t d o o r  s i g n ,  d i s p l a y ,  d e v i c e ,

20 f i g u r e ,  p a i n t i n g ,  d r a w i n g ,  m e s s a g e ,  p l a c a r d ,  p o s t e r ,  b i l l b o a r d ,

21 o r  o t h e r  t h i n g ,  w h e t h e r  p l a c e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  o n  a  T - t y p e ,

22 V - t y p e ,  b a c k  t o  b a c k  o r  d o u b l e - f a c e d  d i s p l a y ,  d e s i g n e d ,  i n t e n d e d ,

23 o r  u s e d  t o  a d v e r t i s e  o r  i n f o r m .

24 ( i )  " S i g n  s t r u c t u r e "  m e a n s  t h e  a s s e m b l e d  c o m p o n e n t s

25 THAT m a k e  u p  a n  o u t d o o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  d i s p l a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t

26 l i m i t e d  t o  u p r i g h t s ,  s u p p o r t s ,  f a c i n g s  a n d  t r i m .  A s i g n
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1 s t r u c t u r e  m ay c o n t a i n  1 o r  2 s i g n s  p e r  f a c i n g  a n d  m ay b e

2 d o u b l e - f a c e d ,  b a c k  t o  b a c k ,  T - t y p e  o r  V - t y p e .

3 ( j )  " V i s i b l e "  m e a n s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  s e e n  b y  a  p e r s o n  o f

4 n o r m a l  v i s u a l  a c u i t y .

5 ( k )  " L o c a t i o n "  m e a n s  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  l o c a t e d  a

6 s i n g l e ,  d o u b l e - f a c e d ,  b a c k  t o  b a c k ,  T - t y p e ,  o r  V - t y p e  s i g n

7 s t r u c t u r e .

8 ( I )  " M a i n t a i n "  m e a n s  t o  a l l o w  t o  e x i s t  a n d  i n c l u d e s  t h e

9 p e r i o d i c  c h a n g i n g  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  m e s s a g e s ,  c u s t o m a r y  m a i n t e n a n c e

10 a n d  r e p a i r  o f  s i g n s  a n d  s i g n  s t r u c t u r e s .

11 (m ) " A b a n d o n e d  s i g n  o r  s i g n  s t r u c t u r e "  m e a n s  a  s i g n  o r  s i g n

12 s t r u c t u r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f

13 w h i c h  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  s e c u r e  a  p e r m i t ,  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e

14 s i g n  o r  s i g n  s t r u c t u r e  o r  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  n o t i c e .

15 ( n )  " D e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f

16 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

17 ( o )  " A d j a c e n t  a r e a "  m e a n s  t h e  a r e a  m e a s u r e d  f r o m  t h e  n e a r e s t

18 e d g e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  w ay o f  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y ,  f r e e w a y ,  o r

19 p r i m a r y  h ig h w a y  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  3 ,0 0 0  f e e t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y  a n d  t h e n

20  a l o n g  a  l i n e  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  l i n e .

21 ( p )  " P e r s o n "  m e a n s  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  p r i v a t e

22  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r  L IM ITE D  L IA B IL IT Y  COMPANY, c o r p o r a t i o n ,  s t a t e ,

23  c o u n t y ,  c i t y ,  v i l l a g e ,  t o w n s h i p ,  c h a r t e r  t o w n s h i p ,  o r  o t h e r

2 4  p u b l i c  o r  m u n i c i p a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n .

25  (Q ) "CONSUM ER-PICK FARM OPERATION" MEANS AN ESTABLISHMENT

26  THAT SELLS DIRECTLY TO CONSUMERS FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION F R U IT S ,
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1 VEGETABLES, GRAIN, OR NUTS GROWN BY THE OWNER OF THE

2 ESTABLISHMENT AND HARVESTED BY THE CONSUMER.

3 (R) "WAYSIDE FRESH PRODUCE STAND" MEANS AN ESTABLISHMENT

4 THAT SELLS DIRECTLY TO CONSUMERS FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION FRUITS,

5 VEGETABLES, GRAIN, OR NUTS GROWN AND HARVESTED BY THE OWNER OF

6 THE ESTABLISHMENT-ON THE PROPERTY ON WHICH THE ESTABLISHMENT IS

7 LOCATED.

8 Sec. 13. (1) A sign shall not be erected or maintained in

9 an adjacent area where the facing of the sign is visible from an

10 interstate highway, freeway, or primary highway except the

11 following:

12 (a) Directional and other official signs, including, but not

13 limited to, signs pertaining to natural wonders, OR scenic

14 OR historical attractions, THAT are required or autho-

15 rized by law, and THAT comply with rules promulgated by

16 the department relative to the lighting, size, number, and spac-

17 ing OF THE SIGN.

18 (b) Signs advertising the sale or lease of real property

19 upon which they are located.

20 (c) Signs advertising activities conducted or maintained on

21 the property on which they are located.

22 (d) Signs located in a business area or an unzoned commer-

23 cial and industrial area and which comply with sections 12, 15,

24 16, and 17 except that a sign not described in subdivision (a),

25 (b), or (c) shall not be erected or maintained beyond 660 feet of

26 the nearest edge of the right-of-way.
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1 (E) SIGNS ADVERTISING CONSUMER-PICK FARM OPERATIONS OR

2 WAYSIDE FRESH PRODUCE STANDS.
3 (2) If the department is authorized by law to designate

4 scenic areas along an interstate highway, freeway, or primary
5 highway, outdoor advertising signs shall not be erected or main-

6 tained within areas so designated unless located within a busi-

7 ness area or an unzoned commercial or industrial area where signs
8 may be erected or maintained in compliance with this act.
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