
HOUSE BILL No. 4607
March 16, 1995, Introduced by Rep. Brackenridge and referred to the Committee on 

Local Government.

A bill to amend sections 6 and 7 of chapter IV of Act

No. 283 of the Public Acts of 1909, entitled as amended

"An act to revise, consolidate and add to the laws relating to 
the establishment, opening, discontinuing, vacating, closing, 
altering, improvement, maintenance and use of the public highways 
and private roads, the condemnation of property and gravel there
for; the building, repairing and preservation of bridges; setting 
and protecting shade trees, drainage, cutting weeds and brush 
within this state, and providing for the election or appointment 
and defining the powers, duties and compensation of state, 
county, township and district highway officials,"

section 6 of chapter IV as amended by Act No. 299 of the Public

Acts of 1982, being sections 224.6 and 224.7 of the Michigan

Compiled Laws.

2 the Public Acts of 1909, section 6 of chapter IV as amended by

3 Act No. 299 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 224.6 and

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. Sections 6 and 7 of chapter IV of Act No. 283 of
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1 224.7 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended to read as

2 follows:
3 CHAPTER IV

4 Sec. 6. (I) in-any- EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (4),
5 IN A county where the county road system is adopted — —  THERE

6 SHALL BE a board of county road commissioners, -con-si'st ing o f 3

7 mem bers— shall— be elected by the people of— the— eottnty -,— ey e-ep-t— as
8 provided— i-n— subsect ion— { 2 ) ;---------I-n— bhe— £ i rst— instance ,— the— comm is

9 sio ne rs— s-hal-1— be— appointed— by— the cotrn-ty— board of— commissione rs 
1 0 or— elected— etb— a— gener-al— or— speci-a-l— elect-ion— called— £or— bh-a-t— pttr- 

1 1 pose,— as— shall— be o rdered by— the -county board of— comm-is-s-i-oners .

1 2 ir€— bhe— road commissioners - are.appointed,— they-.shall— hold office
1 3 oftly ■ m i  tii.Jan era-ry— !— of the first odd number-ed- yea r— f ollowi-ng -the
1 4 date o f appointment .---If the.road ■■commissioners.are .to -be.elected

1 5 at.a-general --elertion,— notice o f.th e .e lection-,— em bodying a copy

1 6 of.the ■reso lutions.of the county.board.of— commissioners ,— giving
1 7 the— mimbe r and terms -of— the o ffice of— the— road -commiss ioners— t~o
1 8 be— elree-te d >— shall.be-pu blished by the c lerk--.i-n -the--■newspaper-.or

19 newspapers .selected by the coemt-y-board of commissioners as
20 required by s-ecb-io-n 3 of this chapter.---1f ■ a.-spec-ia-1 ■ e 1 ection--is

21 called for— the e lection of--t-he- road commi-ss-ioners ,— an identica-1

22 notice shall be g iven by the c lerk,— which .no t ice s h a l l -be posted
23 and ptibli-shed. i-n.those - n-ewspape rs as— r-eq-ui red.by sect ion— 3— o-f
24 bhi-s -chapte r .. BEFORE JANUARY I, 1997, THE BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD
25 COMMISSIONERS SHALL CONSIST OF 3 MEMBERS. ON AND AFTER
26 JANUARY 1, 1997, THE BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS SHALL
27 CONSIST OF 5 MEMBERS. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD
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1 COMMISSIONERS ELECTED OR APPOINTED FOR TERMS THAT BEGIN BEFORE

2 JANUARY 1, 1997 SHALL BE ELECTED OR APPOINTED FOR 6-YEAR TERMS.

3 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS ELECTED OR
4 APPOINTED FOR TERMS THAT BEGIN ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 1997 SHALL
5 BE ELECTED OR APPOINTED FOR 4-YEAR TERMS, EXCEPT THAT 1 OF THE

6 MEMBERS ELECTED OR APPOINTED FOR A TERM BEGINNING ON JANUARY 1,

7 1997 SHALL BE ELECTED OR APPOINTED FOR A 2-YEAR TERM. TERMS

8 SHALL COMMENCE ON JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR FOLLOWING THE NOVEMBER
9 GENERAL ELECTION.

10 (2) The regular election of county road commissioners shall 
I1.be held at the NOVEMBER general election. on the first— Tuesday
1 2 after— the.first Monday in Novembe r .---The term--of o ffi-ce of an

13 eleeted county road commissione r -shall --commence on January— 1— i-n
14 the year— followin-g-his or her e lection. The notice of the elec-

15 tion shall be given at the time notice is given of the general

16 election of county officers. However-;— the—
17 (3) THE election of county road commissioners .shall no t ■be
18 IS NOT mandatory in airy- A county which THAT contains 12 sur-

19 veyed townships or more, either entire or fractional as deter-
20 mined by the government survey of the county. In such A county,
21 -or-eount ies the county board of commissioners may, by a major-

22 ity of its members elect, appoint the county road commissioners.
23 — — except— as p rovided— i-n— subsection— ( 2 ) . A county road commis-
24 sioner appointed in that county shall not be removed from office
25 before the expiration of his or her term of office without being
26 given .due written notice of the charges made against him or her
27 and an opportunity to appear before the county board of
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commissioners for a hearing on the charges. In any county in

wh'ieh .the "board -.of— road commissioners.consis-ts-.on-.August— 2-8-j
4 9-29 ,— of l-ess— than 9 'members-;— the county board of ■ commissionersy
at-.-the first-.regular m eetin g --of.-the .boa rd afte r August— 26-?— H329 ,■

o r-.at.a speci'a-l-.m eeting ealled.fo r.that pu rpose ,— shall appoint

additional mem bers as may be necessary.— At.the -time of .the

app o intment>— the county boa rd o f-.comm is s ioners shall designate
the date o f- e xpira t io n o f the .tnit-i-al.-term o f each commissio ne r

appointed .in.th a t ' county,— so that- the.term'.of- a commissioner
shall expire 1 on December 31— of ea c h .even-.y ear.. THE COUNTY BOARD

OF COMMISSIONERS IN A COUNTY IN WHICH COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS 
ARE APPOINTED MAY DETERMINE THAT COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS SHALL 
BE ELECTED IN THAT COUNTY, BEGINNING WITH THE NEXT NOVEMBER GEN
ERAL ELECTION, BY RESOLUTION ADOPTED NOT LATER THAN THE 

DECEMBER 1 IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION AT 

WHICH COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS ARE TO BE ELECTED. THE TERM OF 
AN APPOINTED COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONER SHALL NOT BE SHORTENED 

UNDER THIS SUBSECTION.

(4) ..2 )- In a county having a population of 1,500,000 or

more which THAT has adopted a charter under Act No. 293 of the 
Public Acts of 1966, being sections 45.501 to 45.521 of the 

Michigan Compiled Laws, the powers and duties -wh-ich THAT are 

otherwise provided by law for a board of county road commission
ers may be reorganized by amendment to the charter. Funds pro

vided to the county pursuant to Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 
1951, being sections 247 . 651 to —247.674 247.675 of the Michigan
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1 Compiled Laws, shall only be expended for the purposes provided

2 for in Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951.

3 Sec. 7. -fttty— A person elected or appointed county road

4 commissioner shall, within 10 days after being notified in writ-

5 ing by the clerk of -s-ueh THE county of his OR HER election or
6 appointment, take and subscribe the constitutional oath of office
7 and file the -same- OATH with -said THE clerk. Each -a-nd■ eve-r-y ■

8 county road commissioner shall —be— required— bo- execute and give

9 official bond in such AN amount -as. DETERMINED BY the board of

10 supervisors of -sueh county may determine ,— bhe— COMMISSIONERS OF

11 THE COUNTY. THE expense of securing -su ch- THE bond, if any,
12 "bo- SHALL be paid from the county road fund. T he 'term—of
1 3 office.of— bhe— f-i-r-sb.commissioners- elected or appointed— in any
1 4 eounb y.unde r— this aeb,— shall commence— immediately upon filing

15 sueh oath of o ffice and- bond,— and s h a H  centimi-e- as he re in 
1 6 provided-:-- The successor— to each -such.commissione r— shall be

17 elected at— the general— el-ection on the— first Tuesday.after— bhe
18 first Monday— in November preceding the expirat-i-on of.-hi-s berm.

1 9 They sha-l-l- hold— office— for— 9-,— 4 and 6.yea rs— respectl-ve-ly,— from
20 the sa.id— first day o f.d-anuary-;— and thereafter— \— comml-s-s-i-oner

21 shall be- e lected o r appointed.bl-e-nnlal-ly—fo r— tire— full— term o f— 6
22 yea rs .-- No- A member of the COUNTY board of .sup e rvisors shall

23 be- COMMISSIONERS IS NOT eligible -to- FOR the office of county
24 road commissioner, and -s-uch- THE offices shall not be held by

25 the same person at the same time.
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1 Section 2. This amendatory act shall not take effect unless

2 Senate Bill No. ______ or House Bill No. (request
3 no. 01904*95 a) of the 88th Legislature is enacted into law.
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