
HOUSE BILL No. 4218
January 30, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Leland, Brewer, Hanley and DeMars and referred 

to the Committee on Local Government.

A  bill to a m e n d  s e c t i o n  5 of Act No. 237 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  

of 1879, e n t i t l e d

"An act to p r o v i d e  for the e x e c u t i o n ,  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t ,  a n d  r e c o r d 
ing of c o n t r a c t s  for the sale of land,"

b e i n g  s e c t i o n  5 6 5 . 3 5 5  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws; a n d  to a d d  

s e c t i o n  4a.

T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N  ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  5 of Act No. 237 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of

2 1879, b e i n g  s e c t i o n  5 6 5 .355 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is

3 a m e n d e d  and s e c t i o n  4a is a d d e d  to read as follows:

4 SEC. 4 A . A C O N T R A C T  FOR T H E  S A L E  O F  L A N D  S H A L L  BE R E C O R D E D

5 IN T H E  O F F I C E  OF  T H E  R E G I S T E R  O F  D E E D S  N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  30 D A Y S

6 A F T E R  T H E  C O N T R A C T  IS E X E C U T E D  A N D  A C K N O W L E D G E D .  A  C O N T R A C T  F O R

7 T H E  S A L E  O F  L A N D  T H A T  IS NOT R E C O R D E D  AS  R E Q U I R E D  IN T H I S  S E C T I O N

8 IS INVALID. T H I S  S E C T I O N  A P P L I E S  O N L Y  T O  C O N T R A C T S  F O R  T H E  S A L E
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1 O F  L A N D  T H A T  A R E  E X E C U T E D  A F T E R  T H E  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F  T H I S

2 SEC T I O N .

3 Sec. 5. W h e n  the v e n d o r  n amed in a a ird- A  c o n t r a c t  F O R  T H E

4 S A L E  O F  L A N D  has c e a s e d  in law to be b o u n d  by the p r o v i s i o n s  of

5 the c o n t r a c t ,  and is e n t i t l e d  to a r e l e a s e  t h e r e f r o m ,  the v e n d e e

6 n a m e d  in s a i d  T H E  contr a c t ,  O R  his O R  H E R  h e i r s  or a s s i g n s ,

7 shall, w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  by aai-d-.- T H E  vendor, e x e c u t e  a d i s c h a r g e

8 of — a a-i-d-- T H E  c o n t r a c t  in the sa m e  m a n n e r  as n o w  p r o v i d e d  by  l a w

9 for the d i s c h a r g e  [d i a c h a rgi-n g-}-. of m o r t g a g e s ,  a n d  for a r e f u s a l

10 to so d i s c h a r g e  the aarne.h-e- C O N T R A C T  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to the

I I s a m e  p e n a l t i e s  as are now p r o v i d e d  by law for a r e f u s a l  to d i s -

12 c h a r g e  a m o r t g a g e  a f ter the s a m e M O R T G A G E  has b e e n  f u l l y  p aid,

13 a n d  the p a r t y  e n t i t l e d  to have -sa i d T H E  c o n t r a c t  d i s c h a r g e d

14 fr o m  the r e c o r d s  may -proc e e d -.to. e n f o r c e  the d i s c h a r g e  of the

15 -saute- C O N T R A C T  as p r o v i d e d  BY LAW. in ae e feio n 45 o t c h a p t er— 1-56

1 6 o €— t h e C o m p i l e d 1 Lawa of— H&tH— trot— e n f o rc ing— th e-.d is c h a rge . o f m e r t-

1 7 g a g e s ,— a-rtd— the p eteit ie n - e r - b i-11 a s k i n g f a r.sa i d d i s c h a rge -s h a l l

1 8 co n t a i n — a l-1 '-th e-.m a t e rial a v e rme n t s .reg a rd i n g t h e s u b ject m a t t et

1 9 t h e r e of— requ i r ed b y -sa-td - s ec t i o n in r e g a r d  to m o r t g a g e s -— so t a r

20 as— th e  sa m e - a r e.a p p l.ica b l e— bo c o n t ra c t s for— the  - s a l e- of— l a n ds?

21 P r o v i d ed h o w e v e r,— T h a t .no HOW E V E R ,  A  c o n t r a c t  for the s a l e  of

22 l a n d s  s h a l l  N O T  be d e e m e d  i n v a l i d  for wa n t  of a c k n o w l e d g m e n t ,  — or

23 re c o r d i n g-— .

24 S e c t i o n  2. T h i s  a m e n d a t o r y  act s h a l l  not t a k e  e f f e c t  u n l e s s

25 all of the f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s  of the 88th L e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  e n a c t e d

26 in t o  law:
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1 (a) S e n a t e  Bill No. __________  or H o u s e  Bill No. ___________

2 ( r e q u e s t  no. 0 0 8 84*95).

3 (b) S e n a t e  Bill No. ______  or H o u s e  Bill No. 4217 ( r e q u e s t

4 no. 0 1 0 8 5 ' 9 5  a ) .
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