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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5420
AN ACT to amend sections 31, 33, 53, 93, 133, 163, 193, 224, 254, 322, 349, 409b, 413, 426d, 433, 467b, 522, 523, 558, 

607, 611, 618, 621, 626, 634, 673a, 677, 679, 733, 792a, 795a, 796a, 797a, 871, 931, and 944 of Act No. 116 of the Public Acts 
of 1954, entitled as amended “An act to reorganize, consolidate, and add to the election laws; to provide for election 
officials and prescribe their powers and duties; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state departments, state 
agencies, and state and local officials and employees; to provide for the nomination and election of candidates for public 
office; to provide for the resignation, removal, and recall of certain public officers; to provide for the filling of vacancies 
in public office; to provide for and regulate primaries and elections; to provide for the purity of elections; to guard 
against the abuse of the elective franchise; to define violations of this act; to provide appropriations; to prescribe 
penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal certain acts and all other acts inconsistent with this act,” sections 53 and 
93 as amended by Act No. 329 of the Public Acts of 1990, sections 133, 163, 193, 224, 254, 322, 349, 413, and 624 as 
amended by Act No. 7 of the Public Acts of 1990, sections 409b, 426d, 433, and 467b as amended by Act No. 32 of the 
Public Acts of 1990, section 522 as amended by Act No. 142 of the Public Acts of 1989, section 523 as amended by Act 
No. 87 of the Public Acts of 1995, section 558 as amended by Act No. 264 of the Public Acts of 1992, section 611 as 
amended by Act No. 275 of the Public Acts of 1988, section 626 as amended by Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1988, 
section 634 as amended by Act No. 261 of the Public Acts of 1980, sections 673a, 677, 679, 733, 792a, 795a, and 871 as 
amended by Act No. 261 of the Public Acts of 1995, section 796a as amended by Act No. 109 of the Public Acts of 1990, 
section 797a as amended by Act No. 8 of the Public Acts of 1992, and section 931 as amended by Act No. 261 of the 
Public Acts of 1995, being sections 168.31, 168.33, 168.53, 168.93, 168.133, 168.163, 168.193, 168.224, 168.254, 168.322, 
168.349, 168.409b, 168.413, 168.426d, 168.433, 168.467b, 168.522, 168.523, 168.558, 168.607, 168.611, 168.618, 168.624, 
168.626, 168.634, 168.673a, 168.677, 168.679, 168.733, 168.792a, 168.795a, 168.796a, 168.797a, 168.871, 168.931 and 168.944 
of the Michigan Compiled Laws; and to add section 932a.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Sections 31, 33, 53, 93,133, 163, 193, 224, 254, 322, 349, 409b, 413, 426d, 433, 467b, 522, 523, 558, 607, 611, 
618, 624, 626, 634, 673a, 677, 679, 733, 792a, 795a, 796a, 797a, 871, 931, and 944 of Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, 
sections 53 and 93 as amended by Act No. 329 of the Public Acts of 1990, sections 133,163,193, 224, 254, 322, 349, 413, 
and 624 as amended by Act No. 7 of the Public Acts of 1990, sections 409b, 426d, 433, and 467b as amended by Act No. 32 
of the Public Acts of 1990, section 522 as amended by Act No. 142 of the Public Acts of 1989, section 523 as amended by 
Act No. 87 of the Public Acts of 1995, section 558 as amended by Act No. 264 of the Public Acts of 1992, section 611 as 
amended by Act No. 275 of the Public Acts of 1988, section 626 as amended by Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1988, 
section 634 as amended by Act No. 261 of the Public Acts of 1980, sections 673a, 677, 679, 733, 792a, 795a, and 871 as 
amended by Act No. 261 of the Public Acts of 1995, section 796a as amended by Act No. 109 of the Public Acts of 1990, 
section 797a as amended by Act No. 8 of Public Acts of 1992, and section 931 as amended by Act No. 261 of the Public 
Acts of 1995, being sections 168.31, 168.33, 168.53, 168.93, 168.133, 168.163, 168.193, 168.224, 168.254, 168.322, 168.349,
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168.409b, 168.413, 168.426d, 168.433, 168.467b, 168.522, 168.523, 168.558, 168.607, 168.611, 168.618, 168.624, 168.626, 
168.634, 168.673a, 168.677, 168.679, 168.733, 168.792a, 168.795a, 168.796a, 168.797a, 168.871, 168.931, and 168.944 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended and section 932a is added to read as follows:

Sec. 31. The secretary of state in addition to other powers and duties conferred upon him or her shall have the power 
and it shall be his or her duty:

(a) To prepare rules, regulations, and instructions for the conduct of elections and registrations in accordance with 
the laws of this state.

(b) To advise and direct local election officials as to the proper methods of conducting elections.
(c) To publish and furnish for the use in each election precinct prior to each state primary and election a manual of 

instructions that shall include specific instructions on assisting voters in casting their ballots, directions on the location 
of voting stations in polling places, procedures and forms for processing challenges, and procedures on prohibiting 
campaigning in the polling places as prescribed in this act.

(d) To publish indexed pamphlet copies of the registration, primary, and election laws and to furnish to the various 
county, city, township, and village clerks a sufficient number of copies for their own use and to enable them to include 
1 copy with the election supplies furnished each precinct board of election inspectors under their respective 
jurisdictions, and the secretary of state may furnish single copies of the publications to organizations or individuals who 
request the same for purposes of instruction or public reference.

(e) To prescribe and require such uniform forms, notices, and supplies as the secretary of state considers advisable 
for use in the conduct of elections and registrations.

(f) To prepare the form of ballot for any proposed amendment to the constitution or proposal under the initiative or 
referendum provision of the constitution to be submitted to the voters of this state.

(g) To require such reports from the local election officials as the secretary of state considers necessary.
(h) To investigate, or cause to be investigated by local authorities, the administration of election laws, and to report 

violations of the election laws and regulations to the attorney general or prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution.
(i) To publish in the legislative manual the vote for governor and secretary of state by townships and wards and the 

vote for members of the state legislature cast at the preceding November election, which shall be returned to the 
secretary of state by the several county clerks on or before the first day of December following such election, and it 
shall be the further duty of all clerks to furnish to the secretary of state, promptly and without compensation, any 
further information requested of them, to be used in the compilation of the manual.

(j) To establish a curriculum for comprehensive training and accreditation of all county, city, township, village, and 
school elections officials.

(k) To establish and require attendance by all new election officials at an initial course of instruction within 6 months 
of the date of the election.

(1) To establish a comprehensive training curriculum for all precinct inspectors.
(m) To create an election day dispute resolution team that has regional representatives of the department of state, 

which team shall appear on site, if necessary.

Sec. 33. (1) The director of elections shall conduct training schools throughout this state preceding the general 
November election, and preceding such other elections as the director considers advisable, for county clerks and their 
representatives with respect to the conducting of elections in accordance with the election laws. In case any county 
clerk shall fail to conduct in his or her county a training school for election boards within the county, the director of 
elections shall conduct such training school, the cost of the training school to be charged as an obligation of the county.

(2) The director of elections shall train all county, city, and township clerks who are involved in the training of 
precinct inspectors. The training shall include team training and monitoring of their performance as trainers.

(3) The director of elections shall conduct all precinct inspector training in counties where the clerk has not been 
accredited to conduct the training schools.

Sec. 53. To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the office 
of governor under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed with the secretary of 
state nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing in this state equal to not less 
than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast by the party for secretary of state at the last general November 
election in which a secretary of state was elected. Nominating petitions shall be signed by at least 100 registered 
resident electors in each of at least 1/2 of the congressional districts of the state. Nominating petitions shall be in the 
form as prescribed in section 544c. Nominating petitions shall be received by the secretary of state for filing in 
accordance with this act up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary.
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Sec. 93. To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the office 
of United States senator under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed with the 
secretary of state nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing within this state 
equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast by the party for secretary of state at the last 
general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. The petitions shall be signed by at least 100 
qualified and registered electors in each of at least 1/2 of the congressional districts of the state. Nominating petitions 
shall be in the form as prescribed in section 544c. The petitions shall be received by the secretary of state for filing in 
accordance with this act up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary.

Sec. 133. To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the 
office of representative in congress under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots in the various 
election precincts of a congressional district, there shall be filed nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified 
and registered electors residing in the district equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast 
by the party in the district for secretary of state at the last general November election in which a secretary of state 
was elected. If the congressional district comprises more than 1 county, the nominating petitions shall be filed with the 
secretary of state. If the congressional district comprises 1 county or less, the nominating petitions shall be filed with 
the county clerk of that county. Nominating petitions shall be in the form as prescribed in section 544c. The secretary 
of state and the various county clerks shall receive nominating petitions for filing in accordance with this act up to 4 
p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary.

Sec. 163. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the 
office of state senator or representative under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots in the various 
election precincts of a district, there shall be filed nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered 
electors residing in the district equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast by the party in 
the district for secretary of state at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. If the 
district comprises more than 1 county, the nominating petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state. If the district 
comprises 1 county or less, the nominating petitions shall be filed with the county clerk of that county. Nominating 
petitions shall jse in the form prescribed in section 544c. The secretary of state and the various county clerks shall 
receive nominating petitions for filing in accordance with this act up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the 
August primary.

(2) In lieu of filing a nominating petition, a filing fee of $100.00 may be paid to the county clerk or, for a candidate in 
a district comprising more than 1 county, to the secretary of state. Payment of the fee and certification of the name of 
the candidate paying the fee shall be governed by the same provisions as in the case of nominating petitions. The fee 
shall be deposited in the general fund of the county or state and shall be refunded to candidates who are nominated and 
to an equal number of candidates who receive the next highest number of votes in the primary election. If 2 or more 
candidates tie in having the lowest number of votes allowing a refund, the sum of $100.00 shall be divided among them. 
A refund of a deposit shall not be made to a candidate who withdraws.

Sec. 193. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for an 
office named in section 191 under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed with 
the county clerk nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing within the county 
equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast by the party in the county for secretary of state 
at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. Nominating petitions shall be in the 
form prescribed in section 544c. The county clerk shall receive nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday 
preceding the August primary.

(2) To obtain the printing of the name of a candidate of a political party under the particular party’s heading upon 
the primary election ballots in the various voting precincts of the county, there may be filed by the candidate, in lieu of 
filing nomination petitions, a filing fee of $100.00 to be paid to the county clerk. Payment of the fee and certification of 
the candidate’s name paying the fee shall be governed by the same provisions as in the case of nominating petitions. 
The fee shall be deposited in the general fund of the county and shall be refunded to candidates who are nominated and 
to an equal number of candidates who receive the next highest number of votes in the primary election. If 2 or more 
candidates tie in having the lowest number of votes allowing a refund, the sum of $100.00 shall be divided among them. 
The deposits of all other defeated candidates, as well as the deposits of candidates who withdraw or are disqualified, 
shall be forfeited, and the candidates shall be notified of the forfeiture. Deposits forfeited under this section shall be paid 
into and credited to the general fund of the county.

Sec. 224. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as candidate for nomination by a political party for the 
office of county auditor under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed with the 
county clerk nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing within the county 
equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast by the party in the county for secretary of state 
at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. Nominating petitions shall be in the

3



form prescribed in section 544c. The county clerk shall receive nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday 
preceding the August primary.

(2) To obtain the printing of the name of the candidate of a political party under the particular party’s heading upon 
the primary election ballots in the various voting precincts of the county, there may be filed by the candidate, in lieu of 
filing nominating petitions, a filing fee of $100.00 to be paid to the county clerk. Payment of the fee and certification of 
the name of the candidate paying the fee shall be governed by the same provisions as in the case of nominating petitions. 
The fee shall be deposited in the general fund of the county and shall be refunded to candidates who are nominated and 
to an equal number of candidates who received the next highest number of votes in the primary election. If 2 or more 
candidates tie in having the lowest number of votes allowing a refund, the sum of $100.00 shall be divided among them. 
The deposits of all other defeated candidates and of candidates who withdraw or are disqualified shall be forfeited, and 
the candidates shall be notified of the forfeitures. Deposits forfeited under this section shall be paid into and credited 
to the general fund of the county.

Sec. 254. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the 
office of county road commissioner under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed 
with the county clerk of the county nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors 
residing within the county equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes east by the party in the 
county for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. 
Nominating petitions shall be in the form prescribed in section 544c. The county clerk shall receive nominating petitions 
up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary in which county road commissioners are to be elected.

(2) To obtain the printing of the name of a candidate of a political party under the particular party’s heading upon 
the primary election ballots in the various voting precincts of the county, there may be filed by each candidate, in lieu 
of filing nominating petitions, a filing fee of $100.00 to be paid to the county clerk. Payment of the fee and certification 
of the name of the candidate paying the fee shall be governed by the same provisions as in the case of nominating 
petitions. The fee shall be deposited in the general fund of the county and shall be returned to all candidates who are 
nominated and to an equal number of candidates who received the next highest number of votes in the primary election. 
If 2 or more candidates tie in having the lowest number of votes allowing a refund, the sum of $100.00 shall be divided 
among them. The deposits of all other defeated candidates, as well as the deposits of candidates who withdraw or are 
disqualified, shall be forfeited, and the candidates shall be notified of the forfeitures. Deposits forfeited under this 
section shall be paid into and credited to the general fund of the county.

Sec. 322. To obtain the printing of the name of a candidate of a political party for a city office, including a ward office, 
under the particular party heading on the official primary election ballots for use in the city, there shall be filed with 
the city clerk of the city not later than 4 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary, or not later than 
4 p.m. on the seventh Monday preceding the primary election provided to be held on the third Monday in February, 
nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors of the political party who reside in the city 
or ward, equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes that the political party cast in the city or 
ward for secretary of state at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. This section 
does not apply to a city the charter of which provides for a different method of nominating candidates for public office. 
The form of the petition shall be as provided in section 544c.

Sec. 349. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for a 
township office under the particular party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed with the 
township clerk nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing within the 
township equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the number of votes cast by the party in the township for 
secretary of state at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected, but in no case less 
than 5 signatures. Nominating petitions shall be in the form prescribed in section 544c. The township clerk shall receive 
nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary.

(2) Within 4 days after the last day for filing nominating petitions, the township clerk shall deliver to the county 
clerk a list setting forth the name, address, and political affiliation and office sought of each candidate who has qualified 
for a position on the primary ballot.

Sec. 409b. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a qualified person other than an incumbent judge of the court of 
appeals as a candidate for nomination for the office of judge of the court of appeals upon the official nonpartisan primary 
ballots, there shall be filed with the secretary of state nominating petitions containing the signatures, addresses, and 
dates of signing of a number of qualified and registered electors residing in the appellate court district equal to not less 
than 1/2 of 1% or more than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate court district for secretary of state 
at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected. The provisions of sections 544a and 544b 
apply. The secretary of state shall receive nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday preceding the 
primary.
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(2) Nominating petitions filed under this section are valid only if they clearly indicate for which of the following 
offices the candidate is filing, consistent with subsection (6):

(a) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is seeking election.
(b) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is not seeking election.
(c) A new judgeship.
(3) Nominating petitions specifying a new or existing court of appeals judgeship may not be used to qualify a 

candidate for another judicial office of the same court in the same judicial district. A person who files for election to 
more than 1 court of appeals judgeship shall have not more than 3 days following the close of filing to withdraw from 
all but 1 filing.

(4) An incumbent judge of the court of appeals may become a candidate in the primary election for the office of which 
he or she is the incumbent by filing with the secretary of state an affidavit of candidacy not less than 120 days before 
the date of the primary election. The affidavit of candidacy shall contain statements that the affiant is an incumbent 
judge of the court of appeals, is domiciled within the district, will not attain the age of 70 by the date of election, and is 
a candidate for election to the office of judge of the court of appeals.

(5) In the primary and general November election for 2 or more judgeships of the court of appeals in a judicial 
district, each of the following categories of candidates shall be listed separately on the ballot, consistent with 
subsection (6):

(a) The names of candidates for the judgeship or judgeships for which the incumbent is seeking election.
(b) The names of candidates for the judgeship or judgeships for which the incumbent is not seeking election.
(c) The names of candidates for a newly created judgeship or judgeships.
(6) If the death or disqualification of an incumbent judge triggers the application of section 409d(2), then for the 

purposes of subsections (2) and (5), that judgeship shall be regarded as a judgeship for which the incumbent judge is 
not seeking election. The application of this subsection includes, but is not limited to, circumstances in which the 
governor appoints an individual to fill the vacancy and that individual seeks to qualify as a nominee under section 
409d(2).

Sec. 413. To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination for the office of judge of the 
circuit court upon the official nonpartisan primary ballots, there shall be filed with the secretary of state nominating 
petitions containing the signatures, addresses, and dates of signing of a number of qualified and registered electors 
residing in the judicial circuit, equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial 
district for secretary of state at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected or by the 
filing of an affidavit according to section 413a. The secretary of state shall receive the nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. 
of the twelfth Tuesday preceding the primary. The provisions of sections 544a and 544b apply.

Sec. 426d. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person on the ballot as a candidate for the office of judge of the 
municipal court of record, there shall be filed with the city clerk nominating petitions containing the signatures, 
addresses, and dates of signing of a number of qualified and registered electors residing in that city equal to not less 
than 1/2 of 1% or more than 2% of the votes cast in that municipality for secretary of state at the last general November 
election in which a secretary of state was elected. The city clerk shall receive nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. of the 
twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary. The provisions of sections 544a and 544b apply.

(2) An incumbent judge of the municipal court of record may become a candidate in the primary election for the 
office of which the judge is the incumbent by filing, with the city clerk, an affidavit of candidacy not less than 120 days 
before the date of the primary election. The affidavit of candidacy shall contain statements that the affiant is an 
incumbent judge of the municipal court of record, is domiciled within the city, will not attain the age of 70 by the date 
of election, and is a candidate for election to the office of judge of the municipal court of record.

(3) Nominating petitions filed under this section are valid only if they clearly indicate for which of the following 
offices the candidate is filing, consistent with section 426k(3):

(a) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is seeking election.
(b) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is not seeking election.
(c) A new judgeship.
(4) A person who files for election to more than 1 municipal court of record judgeship shall have not more than 3 

days following the close of filing to withdraw from all but 1 filing.

Sec. 433. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination for the office of judge of 
probate upon the official nonpartisan primary ballots, there shall be filed with the county clerk of- each county 
nominating petitions containing the signatures, addresses, and dates of signing of a number of qualified and registered 
electors residing in the county, equal to not less than 1% or more than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that
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county for secretary of state at the last general November election in which a secretary of state was elected or by the 
filing of an affidavit according to section 433a. The county clerk shall receive nominating petitions up to 4 p.m. on the 
twelfth Tuesday preceding the August primary. The provisions of sections 544a and 544b apply.

(2) Nominating petitions filed under this section are valid only if they clearly indicate for which of the following 
offices the candidate is filing, consistent with section 435a(2):

(a) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is seeking election.
(b) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is not seeking election.
(c) A new judgeship.
(3) A person who files for election to more than 1 probate judgeship shall have not more than 3 days following the 

close of filing to withdraw from all but 1 filing.

Sec. 467b. (1) To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination for the office of judge of 
the district court upon the official nonpartisan primary ballots, there shall be filed with the secretary of state 
nominating petitions containing the signatures, addresses, and dates of signing of a number of qualified and registered 
electors residing in the judicial district or division, equal to not less than 1/2 of 1% or more than 2% of the total number 
of votes cast in that judicial district or division for secretary of state at the last general November election in which a 
secretary of state was elected. An incumbent district court judge may also become a candidate by the filing of an 
affidavit in lieu of petitions according to section 467c. The secretary of state shall receive nominating petitions up to 4 
p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday preceding the primary. The provisions of sections 544a and 544b apply.

(2) Nominating petitions filed under this section are valid only if they clearly indicate for which of the following 
offices the candidate is filing, consistent with section 467c(4):

(a) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is seeking election.
(b) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the incumbent judge is not seeking election.
(c) A new judgeship.
(3) A person who files for election to more than 1 district judgeship shall have not more than 3 days following the 

close of filing to withdraw from all but 1 filing.

Sec. 522. (1) A clerk of a city, township, or village who maintains a computerized file of registered voters and who 
does not have direct access to the qualified voter files shall make, certify, and deliver to any person, upon request, a 
computer tape, disk, or listing, as specified by the person, of the names and addresses of the registered electors of the 
city, township, village, school district, ward, or precinct upon the payment to the clerk of the cost of making, certifying, 
and delivering the tape, disk, or listing.

(2) A computer tape, disk, or listing provided under subsection (1) shall include, upon request, the year of birth of 
an elector but shall not include the month and day of birth of an elector. A computer tape, disk, or listing provided under 
subsection (1) shall not include a person’s driver’s license or state personal identification card number or any other 
information that is exempt from disclosure under section 509gg or other section of this chapter.

Sec. 523. (1) At each election, before being given a ballot, each registered elector offering to vote shall identify 
himself or herself by presenting an official state identification card issued to that individual pursuant to Act No. 222 of 
the Public Acts of 1972, being sections 28.291 to 28.295 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, an operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license issued to that individual pursuant to the Michigan vehicle code, Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being 
sections 257.1 to 257.923 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or other generally recognized picture identification ca'd and 
by executing an application showing his or her signature or mark and address of residence in the presence of an election 
official. If the voter registration cards are used in the precinct, the election official in charge of the precinct registration 
file shall compare the signature upon the application with the signature upon the registration card. If voter registration 
lists are used in the precinct, the election inspector shall determine if the name on the application to vote appears on 
the voter registration list. If the name appears on the voter registration list, the elector shall provide further 
identification by giving his or her date of birth or other information stated upon the voter registration list. In precincts 
using voter registration lists, the date of birth may be required to be placed on the application to vote. If the signature 
or an item of information does not correspond, the vote of the person shall be challenged, and the same procedure shall 
be followed as provided in this act for the challenging of an elector. If the person offering to vote has signed the 
registration card or application by making a mark, the person shall identify himself or herself by giving his or her date 
of birth, which shall be compared with the date of birth stated upon the registration card or voter registration list, or 
shall give other identification as may be referred to upon the registration card or voter registration list. If the elector 
does not have an official state identification card, operator’s or chauffeur’s license as required in this subsection, or other 
generally recognized picture identification card, the individual shall sign an affidavit to that effect before an election 
inspector and be allowed to vote as otherwise provided in this act. However, an elector being allowed to vote without 
the identification required under this subsection is subject to challenge as provided in section 727.

6



(2) If, upon a comparison of the signature or other identification, it is found that the applicant is entitled to vote, the 
election officer having charge of the registration list shall approve the application and write his or her initials on the 
application, after which the number on the ballot issued shall be noted on the application. The application shall serve as 
1 of the 2 poll lists required to be kept as a record of a person who has voted. The application shall be filed with the 
township, city, or village clerk. If voter registration cards are used in the precinct, the date of the election shall be noted 
by 1 of the election officials upon the precinct registration card of each elector voting at an election. If voter registration 
lists are used in the precinct, the election official shall clearly indicate upon the list each elector voting at that election. 
The clerk of a city, village, or township shall maintain a record of voting participation for each registered elector.

Sec. 558. (1) A candidate filing nominating petitions or a filing fee for a county, state, national, city, township, village, 
or school district office in any election, at the time of filing the nominating petitions or filing fee, shall file with the officer 
with whom the petitions or fee is filed 2 copies of an affidavit. The affidavit shall contain the candidate’s name; address; 
ward and precinct where registered, if qualified to vote at that election; number of years of residence in the state and 
county; and other information that may be required to satisfy the officer as to the identity of the candidate. If a 
candidate files the affidavit with an officer other than the county clerk or secretary of state, the officer shall 
immediately forward to the county clerk 1 copy of the affidavit by first class mail. The county clerk shall immediately 
forward 1 copy of the affidavit for state and national candidates to the secretary of state by first class mail. A candidate 
filing a nominating petition or filing fee for an elective office under this act, at the time of filing the affidavit under this 
subsection, shall present to the filing official a birth certificate, naturalization papers, or a passport as proof of 
citizenship. An officer shall not certify to the board of election commissioners the name of any candidate who fails to 
comply with this section. A copy of the proof of citizenship presented under this subsection shall be kept on file by the 
filing official.

(2) If petitions or filing fees are filed by or in behalf of a candidate for more than 1 office, either national, state, 
county, city, village, township, or school district, the terms of which run concurrently or overlap, the candidate so filing, 
or in behalf of whom petitions or fees were so filed, shall select the 1 office to which his or her candidacy is restricted 
within 3 days after the last day for the filing of petitions or filing fees unless the petitions or filing fees are filed for 2 
offices that are combined or for offices that are not incompatible. Failure to make the selection disqualifies a candidate 
with respect to any office for which petitions or fees were so filed and the name of the candidate shall not be printed 
upon the ballot for those offices. A vote cast for that candidate at the primary or general election ensuing shall not be 
counted and shall be void.

Sec. 607. (1) The required number of electors who receive the highest number of votes for delegates to the fall 
county convention of a political party shall be declared by the board of primary election inspectors to be elected. If, on 
the canvass of the votes polled at a primary election for delegates to the fall county convention of a political party, 2 or 
more candidates for delegate receive an equal number of votes for the same office, and that causes a failure to elect a 
delegate, the election to the office shall be determined as provided in subsection (2).

(2) The board of canvassers for the county in which the election was held shall appoint a day for the appearance of 
all the candidates for delegate before the county clerk for the purpose of determining by lot among the candidates the 
right to the office of delegate. The board of county canvassers shall give notice of the drawing to all interested 
candidates. The officer before whom the drawing is to take place shall prepare as many slips of paper as there are 
candidates and write the word “elected” on as many slips of paper as there are offices to be filled, and the words “not 
elected” on the remaining slips. The officer shall fold the slips of paper so as to conceal the writing and so that they may 
appear as near alike as possible. The slips of paper shall be placed in a box, and, at the time and place appointed for the 
drawing of the lots, each candidate may draw 1 of the slips from the box. The candidate drawing a slip on which is 
written the word “elected” is considered legally elected to the office of delegate. The officer conducting the drawing 
shall immediately give the elected delegate a certificate of election. If an interested candidate fails to appear at the 
drawing, the officer conducting the drawing shall designate some person to draw for the absent candidate.

See. 611. (1) In the year 1956, and each fourth year after 1956, delegates of each political party who were elected to 
the last prior fall county convention shall reconvene in a county convention. The county conventions, when so convened, 
shall elect delegates to a state convention. The number of delegates elected shall be the same as the number elected to 
the last prior spring state convention. The county conventions shall be held at least 90 days prior to the time set for the 
holding of the national convention of its political party. All county conventions shall be held on the same day and time. 
The time and place shall be fixed by the state central committee. A state convention composed of delegates elected by 
the respective county conventions shall be held in the year 1956, and each fourth year after 1956, at least 60 days before 
the holding of the national convention of its political party.

(2) As used in this section:
(a) “Delegates of each political party who were elected to the last prior fall county convention” means precinct 

delegates elected at the last prior August primary election, persons nominated as candidates for county offices and state
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legislative offices who are delegates at large to county conventions under section 599(5), and delegates elected under 
section 622 or 624d to fill a precinct delegate vacancy for the balance of an unexpired term.

(b) “Persons nominated as candidates for county offices and state legislative offices who are delegates at large to 
county conventions under section 599(5)” means incumbent county officials, incumbent state legislators, and 
unsuccessful candidates for county offices and state legislative offices who are candidates at the last prior regular or 
special election held for the respective office.

(3) Delegates to a state convention shall include only those delegates elected at a county convention.

Sec. 618. The allocation of all delegates and alternates to a national convention shall be made by the state central 
committee of each party. All delegates shall be registered electors of this state. Delegates elected from congressional 
districts shall be registered electors of those districts. All national convention delegates shall be chosen according to 
procedures and any other qualifications as may be established by the state central committee of that political party. The 
procedures and qualifications may include, but are not necessarily limited to guarantees that discrimination on the basis 
of race, creed, color, sex, age, national origin, or economic status does not occur.

Sec. 624. (1) A person holding a public office in this state or a municipal subdivision of this state may become a 
candidate for delegate to the county or district conventions.

(2) A candidate for delegate to the county or district conventions of a political party shall be a qualified and 
registered elector residing within, as well as having his or her actual bona fide residence within, the election precinct 
for which he or she desires to become a candidate. A candidate shall file an affidavit of identity as prescribed in section 
558(1) with the county clerk of the county or the clerk of the city or township in which the candidate resides. A clerk 
shall receive affidavits of identity under this section up to 4 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday preceding the time designated 
for holding a primary election in the county. Within 4 days after the last day for filing affidavits of identity under this 
section, the city or township clerk shall forward to the county clerk the affidavit of identity of each candidate who has 
qualified for a position on the primary ballot. All duly elected and certified delegates shall be seated at the county or 
district county conventions. A person violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(3) If a written complaint is made to the county clerk with respect to the registration or bona fide residence, or both, 
of a candidate, the county clerk shall check with the township or city clerk of the township or city in which the candidate 
is registered or residing, or both. The township or city clerk shall report back to the county clerk within 48 hours as to 
the registration or bona fide residence, or both, of the candidate. If the township or city clerk’s report shows that the 
candidate is not a registered elector or a bona fide resident of the election precinct of the township or city for which the 
petition shows the candidate is a resident, the county clerk shall remove the name of the candidate from the ballot. A 
complaint received by the county clerk after the ballots have been released for printing and before the primary election 
shall not be acted upon.

Sec. 626. The board of county election commissioners shall prepare separate ballots for each of the several political 
parties for each election precinct in the county. The ballots shall be numbered consecutively and shall set forth the 
names of the candidates for delegates who have filed affidavits of identity with the county, city, or township clerk under 
section 624. The ballot shall be prepared in such a manner that the electors of each political party may write, print, or 
paste the name of a candidate for delegate on the ballot. The delegate ballot at a partisan primary shall consist of 1 sheet 
of 70-pound white book paper, machine finished or equivalent, with 1 of the political party tickets printed on each side 
of the ballot. The names on the delegate ballot shall not be rotated. The ballots shall be delivered to the county clerk 
for distribution to the election precincts at least 10 days before the primary election. However, if there is located within 
a county, subject to the provisions of this chapter, 1 or more cities or townships, or parts of cities or townships, in which 
voting machines are used, the board of county election commissioners may, in its discretion, dispense with the 
preparation of ballots for the election of delegates to the county convention of the several political parties and provide 
for their election upon the voting machines.

Sec. 634. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, when a vacancy occurs in the office of senator or 
representative in the state legislature, the governor may call a special election in that senatorial or representative 
district or direct that the vacancy be filled at the next general election.

(2) If the vacancy occurs after the primary election and before the following general election the governor may direct 
that the vacancy be filled at that election. If the governor directs that the vacancy be filled at the following general 
election, the executive committee of the county committee of each political party, if the county comprises 1 or more 
representative districts, or, if the district is comprised of more than 1 county, then the executive committee of the 
county committee of the respective political parties of each county in the district, may select, by a majority vote, a 
candidate for that office, and shall certify the name of the candidate to the county board of election commissioners of 
the county or counties comprising that representative district within 21 days after the vacancy occurs and at least 10 
days before the general election. Upon certification, the candidate certified shall be the nominee of that party at that 
general election to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term with the same force and effect as if the person was nominated
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at a primary election as otherwise provided in this act. If the ballots for that election have already been printed before 
the certification, then the board of election commissioners shall cause the names of the candidates to be printed on a 
separate ballot, which ballot shall be counted, canvassed, and returned as other ballots cast at that election.

(3) If the governor directs that the vacancy be filled at the next general election, the secretary of state shall give 
notice of that decision similar to the notice provided for in section 651.

Sec. 673a. Not later than May 15 of each year, the county chair of a major political party may submit to the city, 
township, or village clerks in that county a list of individuals who are interested in serving as an election inspector in 
that county. The county chair may designate in the list the city, township, or village in which each individual on the list 
wishes to serve.

Sec. 677. (1) A precinct election inspector shall be a qualified and registered elector of the county in which he or she 
serves, shall have a good reputation, and shall have sufficient education and clerical ability to perform the duties of the 
office. A person shall not be appointed to a board of election inspectors unless the person has filed an application with 
a city, township, or village clerk in that county where the individual wishes to serve as election inspector.

(2) The application shall be in his or her own handwriting and shall contain the applicant’s name, home address, ward 
and precinct registration, date of birth, length of residence in the county, political party affiliation, education, 
employment, and other experience qualifications. The application shall provide a certification that the applicant is not a 
member or a known active advocate, as defined in section 674, of a political party other than the one entered on the 
application. The form of the application under this section shall be approved by the state director of elections. The clerk 
shall maintain a file of applications filed under this section and make the applications available for public inspection at 
the clerk’s office during normal business hours.

(3) A person shall not be knowingly appointed or permitted to act as a precinct election inspector if the person or 
any member of his or her immediate family is a candidate for nomination or election to any office at the election or who 
has been convicted of a felony or election crime. A person shall not be permitted to act as an election inspector if he or 
she has failed to attend a school of instruction or failed to take an examination as provided in section 683. This section 
does not prohibit the candidate for or delegate to a political party convention from acting as an election inspector in a 
precinct other than the precinct in which he or she resides. An election shall not be invalidated merely because of the 
violation of the provisions of this section.

Sec. 679. (1) The legislative body of a city, township, or village, by resolution, may provide that for an election in a 
precinct of the city, township, or village, there shall be an additional board of election inspectors, known as the counting 
board. The counting board shall consist of 3 or more election inspectors. Sections 673a and 674 apply to the appointment 
of election inspectors to counting boards under this section. The counting board shall count the ballots cast in the 
precinct at an election and make a statement of returns of that count. The provisions of this chapter relative to the 
appointment, qualifications, privileges, powers, duties, and oaths of office of election inspectors shall apply to the 
members of a counting board, to the extent that they apply to the counting of the votes east at and the making of the 
statement of returns of an election.

(2) In a precinct for which a counting board has been provided, the duties of the election inspectors who have 
conducted the election during the day shall cease on the closing of the polls and, upon the closing of the polls, the 
counting board shall assume charge and control of the place of voting, the ballot boxes, the ballots, and all other 
equipment of the polling place and shall proceed with the counting of votes. The counting board shall perform all duties 
required by this act to be performed after the closing of the polls at an election by the board of election inspectors in a 
precinct that does not have a counting board, as provided in this section.

(3) Section 662 applies to the designation and prescribing of the place or places in which the counting board performs 
its duties under this section.

Sec. 733. (1) The board of election inspectors shall provide space for the challengers within the polling place that 
enables the challengers to observe the election procedure and each person applying to vote. A challenger may do 1 or 
more of the following:

(a) Under the scrutiny of an election inspector, inspect without handling the poll books as ballots are issued to 
electors and the electors’ names being entered in the poll book.

(b) Observe the manner in which the duties of the election inspectors are being performed.
(c) Challenge the voting rights of a person who the challenger has good reason to believe is not a registered elector.
(d) Challenge an election procedure that is not being properly performed.
(e) Bring to an election inspector’s attention any of the following:
(i) Improper handling of a ballot by an elector or election inspector.
iii) A violation of a regulation made by the board of election inspectors pursuant to section 742.
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{Hi) Campaigning being performed by an election inspector or other person in violation of section 744.
(iv) A violation of election law or other prescribed election procedure.
(f) Remain during the canvass of votes and until the statement of returns is duly signed and made.
(g) Examine without handling each ballot as it is being counted.
(h) Keep records of votes cast and other election procedures as the challenger desires.
(i) Observe the recording of absent voter ballots on voting machines.
(2) The board of election inspectors shall provide space for each challenger, if any, at each counting board that 

enables the challengers to observe the counting of the ballots. A challenger at the counting board may do 1 or more of 
the activities allowed in subsection (1), as applicable.

(3) Any evidence of drinking of alcoholic beverages or disorderly conduct is sufficient cause for the expulsion of a 
challenger from the polling place or the counting board. The election inspectors and other election officials on duty shall 
protect a challenger in the discharge of his or her duties.

(4) A person shall not threaten or intimidate a challenger while performing an activity allowed under subsection (1). 
A challenger shall not threaten or intimidate an elector while the elector is entering the polling place, applying to vote, 
entering the voting compartment, voting, or leaving the polling place.

Sec. 792a. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the absent voter ballots in a city, township, or village 
that uses voting machines shall be counted by absent voter counting boards. The board of election commissioners of a 
city, township, or village that has 2 precincts or less or of a city that has 500,000 or more in population may decide that 
the absent voter ballots shall be counted in the manner provided in section 791. In a city, township, or village that does 
not use voting machines, the absent voter ballots may be counted by absent voter counting boards or in the same 
manner as is otherwise provided for precincts in which voting is not done on voting machines.

(2) The board of election commissioners shall establish the absent voter counting boards. The board of election 
commissioners shall determine the number of absent voter counting boards to be established and shall appoint the 
election inspectors to those absent voter counting boards 10 days or more before the election at which they are to be 
used. Sections 673a and 674 apply to the appointment of election inspectors to absent voter counting boards under this 
section. The board of election commissioners shall determine the number of ballots that may be expeditiously counted 
by an absent voter counting board in a reasonable period of time, taking into consideration the size and complexity of 
the ballot to be counted pursuant to the guidelines of the secretary of state. Combined ballots shall be regarded as the 
number of ballots as there are sections to the ballot.

(3) If more than 1 absent voter counting board is to be used, the city, township, or village clerk shall determine the 
number of voting machines or the number of ballot boxes and the number of election inspectors to be used in each of 
the absent voter counting boards and to which absent voter counting board the absent voter ballots for each precinct 
shall be assigned for counting. The clerk shall make the determination under this subsection 2 days or more before the 
election and shall not assign an absent voter counting board more ballots than the maximum number authorized by the 
board of election commissioners under subsection (2). The clerk is not required to use all of the absent voter counting 
boards authorized by the board of election commissioners under subsection (2).

(4) In a city, township, or village that uses absent voter counting boards under this section, absent voter ballots shall 
be counted in the manner provided in this section and absent voter ballots shall not be delivered to the polling places. 
The board of election commissioners shall provide a place for each absent voter counting board to count the absent voter 
ballots. Section 662 applies to the designation and prescribing of the absent voter counting place or places in which the 
absent voter counting board performs its duties under this section. The places shall be designated as absent voter 
counting places. Except as otherwise provided in this section, laws relating to paper ballot precincts, including laws 
relating to the appointment of election inspectors, apply to absent voter counting places. If a counting place uses voting 
machines, the provisions of this section relating to placing of absent voter ballots on voting machines apply. More than
1 absent voter counting board may be located in 1 building.

(5) The clerk of a city, township, or village that uses absent voter counting boards shall supply each absent voter 
counting board with supplies necessary to carry out their duties under this act. The supplies shall be furnished to the 
city, township, or village clerk in the same manner and by the same persons or agencies as for other precincts.

(6) Absent voter ballots received by the clerk before election day shall be delivered to the absent voter counting 
board by the clerk at the time the election inspectors of the absent voter counting boards report for duty, which time 
shall be established by the board of election commissioners. Absent voter ballots received by the clerk on election day 
shall be delivered to the absent voter counting boards before the time set for the closing of the polls. Absent voter 
ballots shall be delivered to the absent voter counting boards in the sealed absent voter ballot return envelopes in which 
they were returned to the clerk. Written or stamped on each of the return envelopes shall be the time and the date that 
the envelope was received by the clerk and a statement by the clerk that the signatures of the absent voters on the 
envelopes have been checked and found to agree with the signatures of the voters on the registration cards. If a 
signature on the registration card and on the absent voter ballot return envelope does not agree, if the absent voter
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failed to sign the envelope, or if the statement of the absent voter is not properly executed, the clerk shall mark the 
envelope “rejected” and the reason for the rejection and shall place his or her name under the notation. An envelope 
marked “rejected” shall not be delivered to the absent voter counting board but shall be preserved by the clerk until 
other ballots are destroyed in the manner provided in this act. The clerk shall also comply with section 765(5).

(7) At the time of issuing or mailing absent voter ballots to qualified applicants, the clerk of a city, township, or 
village that uses absent voter counting boards shall mark the letters “A.V.” and the date of election on the registration 
card of the applicant in the precinct registration file.

(8) This chapter does not prohibit an absent voter from voting in person within the voter’s precinct at an election, 
notwithstanding that the voter may have applied for an absent voter ballot and the ballot may have been mailed or 
otherwise delivered to the voter. The voter, the election inspectors, and other election officials shall proceed in the 
manner prescribed in section 769. The clerk shall preserve the canceled ballots for 2 years.

(9) The absent voter counting boards shall process the ballots and returns in as nearly as possible the same manner 
as ballots are processed in paper ballot precincts. The poll book may be combined with the absent voter list or record 
required by section 760, and the applications for absent voter ballots may be used as the poll list. The processing and 
tallying of absent voter ballots may commence at 7 a.m. on the day of the election.

(10) An election inspector, challenger, or any other person in attendance at an absent voter counting place at any 
time after the processing of ballots has begun shall take and sign the following oath that may be administered by the 
chairperson or a member of the absent voter counting board:

“I (name of person taking oath) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I shall not communicate in any way any 
information relative to the processing or tallying of votes that may come to me while in this counting place until after 
the polls are closed.”.

(11) The oaths administered under subsection (10) shall be placed in an envelope provided for the purpose and sealed 
with the red state seal. Following the election the oaths shall be delivered to the city, township, or village clerk. Except 
as otherwise provided in subsection (16), a person in attendance at the absent voter counting place shall not leave the 
counting place after the tallying has begun until the polls close. A person who causes the polls to be closed or who 
discloses an election result or in any manner characterizes how any ballot being counted has been voted in a voting 
precinct before the time the polls can be legally closed on election day is guilty of a felony.

(12) At the time the board of election commissioners provide for the use of absent voter counting boards, the board 
of election commissioners may provide that the absent voter counting boards shall record the votes contained on absent 
voter ballots on voting machines. In that case, the recording of ballots shall be done by the chairperson of the absent 
voter counting board or another member designated by the chairperson. The act of casting the votes shall be performed 
in the presence of and under the careful observation and full view of all members of the absent voter counting board, 
party challengers, and any other persons lawfully present at the absent voter counting place. The vote as indicated by 
the voting pointers shall not be recorded until each member of the absent voter counting board is satisfied that the 
arrangement of the voting pointers fully carries out the intent of the absent voter as shown by the cross marks or check 
marks on the absent voter ballot. A certificate that the requirements of this subsection were met shall be made on the 
election inspectors’ statement of returns.

(13) As soon as absent voter ballots have been cast on a voting machine pursuant to subsection (12), but not before 
8 p.m., the election inspectors shall seal the operating lever of the machine against voting and shall then proceed to 
determine and record the votes cast in the manner provided in this act.

(14) Voted absent voter ballots shall be placed in a ballot box and the ballot bag and ballot box shall be sealed in the 
manner provided by this act for paper ballot precincts. The seal numbers shall be recorded on the statement sheet and 
in the poll book.

(15) In a city, township, or village where challenged voters are required to vote on absent voter ballots, each 
challenged voter ballot and application for ballot, after having been voted and properly identified, shall be placed by the 
voter in an absent voter ballot return envelope. The applicable information required on the back of the envelope shall 
be completed by the board of election inspectors. The envelope shall be signed by the challenged voter and by the 
chairperson of the precinct board of election inspectors. The word “challenged” shall be written across the front of the 
envelope. The envelope and application for ballot shall be sealed and delivered to the absent voter counting place by the 
clerk of the city, township, or village. Immediately after the closing of the polls, the chairperson of the precinct board 
of election inspectors shall notify the clerk of the city, township, or village of remaining challenged voter ballots to be 
delivered to the absent voter counting place. In a city, township, or village that uses voting machines where absent 
voter counting boards are not used, challenged ballots shall be counted and tallied in the precincts, in the same manner 
that absent voter ballots are tallied and counted as provided in section 791.

(16) Subject to this subsection, a local election official who has established an absent voter counting board, the 
deputy or employee of that local election official, or an employee of the state bureau of elections may enter and leave 
an absent voter counting board after the tally has begun but before the polls close. A person described in this subsection 
may enter an absent voter counting board only for the purpose of responding to an inquiry from an election inspector

11



or a challenger or to provide instructions on the operation of the counting board. Before entering an absent voter 
counting board, a person described in this subsection shall take and sign the oath prescribed in subsection (10). The 
chairperson of the absent voter counting board shall record in the poll book the name of a person described in this 
subsection who enters the absent voter counting board. A person described in this subsection who enters an absent 
voter counting board and who discloses an election result or in any manner characterizes how any ballot being counted 
has been voted in a precinct before the time the polls can be legally closed on election day is guilty of a felony. As used 
in this subsection, “local election official” means a county, city, township, or village clerk, the secretary of a school board, 
or an employee of a school district designated to conduct a school election.

(17) The secretary of state shall develop instructions consistent with this act for the conduct of absent voter counting 
boards. The secretary of state shall distribute the instructions developed under this subsection to city and township 
clerks 40 days or more before a general election in which absent voter counting boards will be used. A city or township 
clerk shall make the instructions developed under this subsection available to the public and shall distribute the 
instructions to each challenger in attendance at an absent voter counting board. The instructions developed under this 
subsection are binding upon the operation of an absent voter counting board used in an election conducted by a county, 
city, township, village, school district, or any other jurisdiction empowered to conduct an election under this act.

Sec. 795a. (1) An electronic voting system shall not be used in an election unless it is approved by the board of state 
canvassers as meeting the requirements of sections 794 and 795 and instructions regarding recounts of ballots cast on 
that electronic voting system that have been issued by the secretary of state, unless section 797c has been complied 
with, and unless it meets 1 of the following conditions:

(a) Is certified by an independent testing authority accredited by the national association of state election directors 
and by the board of state canvassers.

(b) In the absence of an accredited independent testing authority, is certified by the manufacturer of the voting 
system as meeting or exceeding the performance and test standards referenced in subdivision (a) in a manner 
prescribed by the board of state canvassers.

(2) The vendor or representative seeking approval of an electronic voting system shall do all of the following:
(a) Deposit with the secretary of state a nonrefundable application fee of $1,500.00 for a new voting system and a ' 

fee of $500.00 for an upgrade to any existing system.
(b) File with the secretary of state a list of all states in which the voting system has been approved for use. This list 

shall state how long the system has been used in the state and shall disclose any reports compiled by any state or local 
government concerning the performance of the system. The vendor shall remain responsible for filing this information 
on an ongoing basis.

(c) File with the secretary of state copies of all standard contracts and maintenance agreements used in connection 
with the sale of the voting system. All changes to standard contracts and maintenance agreements shall be filed with 
the secretary of state.

(d) Pay the cost for any field test required by the board of state canvassers.
(3) The board of state canvassers shall conduct a field test of all new voting systems as part of the certification 

process. The field test shall involve Michigan electors and election officials in simulated election day conditions. The test 
shall be designed to gauge voter reaction to the system, problems that voters have with the system, and the number of 
voting stations required for the efficient operation of an election.

(4) The board of state canvassers shall approve an electronic voting system for use in this state only if it meets the 
conditions of subsection (1) except that in an emergency situation that threatens the ability of a county, city, or 
township to conduct a scheduled election, the board of state canvassers may approve a correction of software or 
firmware after testing the software or firmware performance.

(5) If an electronic voting system is approved for use before January 1,1997 by the board of state canvassers, it may 
be used in an election. However, if the electronic voting system has its software or firmware improved or changed, the 
system shall comply with the requirements of subsection (1).

(6) After an electronic voting system is approved, an improvement or change in the electronic voting system shall 
be submitted to the board of state canvassers for approval pursuant to this section. This subsection does not apply to 
the technical capability of a general purpose computer, reader, or printer to electronically record and count votes.

(7) A county, city, township, village, or school district shall file “an intent to purchase statement” with the secretary 
of state 30 days before any purchase agreement is made to purchase a new voting system. The secretary of state shall 
provide all information concerning the operation of the voting system in Michigan or any other state to the local unit of 
government within 25 days after receiving the “intent to purchase statement”.

(8) The secretary of state shall instruct local election officials regarding the operation and use of an approved 
electronic voting system in order to carry out the purposes of sections 794 to 799a and the rules promulgated pursuant 
to sections 794 to 799a.
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(9) If the board of state canvassers determines that an electronic voting system that was approved under subsection
(1) no longer meets the requirements described in that subsection, the board of state canvassers may disapprove that 
voting system. An electronic voting system that has been disapproved by the board of state canvassers under this 
subsection shall not be used in an election, unless it is reapproved by the board of state canvassers under subsection (1).

Sec. 796a. (1) Before an election at which an electronic voting system is used, the board of election commissioners of 
the county, city, village, township, or school district shall have the system prepared for the election. The board shall 
provide the election board of each voting precinct with the necessary equipment and supplies.

(2) Before an election a sufficient number of voting stations shall be provided as needed to ensure the orderly 
conduct of the election, but in no case shall less than 1 voting station be provided for each 200 registered voters in each 
precinct. If counting centers are used, the board of election commissioners of the county, city, village, township, or 
school district shall establish 1 or more counting centers as needed before the election.

Sec. 797a. (1) Before entering the voting station, each elector shall be offered instruction in the proper method of 
voting on the electronic voting system. If the elector needs additional instruction after entering the voting station, 2 
election inspectors from different political parties may, if necessary, enter the voting station and provide the additional 
instructions.

(2) If the electronic voting system provides for the use of a ballot that is processed through electronic tabulating 
equipment after the elector votes, the elector shall transport the ballot to the ballot box, or other approved ballot 
container, without exposing any votes. An election inspector shall ascertain, by comparing the number appearing on the 
ballot stub with the number recorded on the poll list, that the ballot delivered by the voter is the same ballot that was 
issued to the elector. If the numbers do not agree, the ballot shall be marked as “rejected”, and the elector shall not be 
allowed to vote. If the numbers agree, an election inspector shall remove and discard the stub. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, the election inspector shall deposit the ballot in the ballot box or other approved ballot 
container. If electronic tabulating equipment that deposits the voted ballot into the ballot box or other approved ballot 
container is used at the precinct, the election inspector shall return the ballot to the elector, and the elector shall then 
deposit the ballot into the electronic tabulating equipment. The electronic tabulating equipment shall be arranged so 
that the secrecy of the ballot is not violated. If required for the proper operation of the electronic tabulating equipment,
2 election inspectors from different political parties may periodically open the equipment to rearrange voted ballots and 
may transfer voted ballots to another approved ballot container.

(3) A ballot from which the stub is detached shall not be accepted by the election inspector in charge of the ballot 
box or other approved ballot container. An elector who spoils his or her ballot may return it and secure another ballot. 
The word “spoiled” shall be written across the face of the ballot, and the ballot shall be marked and secured for later 
return.

(4) A ballot of a challenged voter that has the names of candidates and questions printed directly on the voted ballot 
shall be processed in the manner prescribed for challenging a vote cast by paper ballot. A challenge to a voter voting 
on an electronic voting system that does not use an individual hard copy ballot shall be processed in the manner 
prescribed for challenging a vote cast on a voting machine.

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this act, an election inspector shall not allow any portion of a ballot, including a 
ballot stub, to be removed by any person other than an election inspector from the polling place.

See. 871. (1) In a precinct using paper ballots, the board of canvassers conducting a recount pursuant to this chapter 
shall conduct the recount, subject to all of the following:

(a) The ballots in packages or ballot bags that are secured and sealed so that a ballot cannot be removed or inserted 
unless the ballot corresponds in number with the poll list delivered to the appropriate clerk by the board of election 
inspectors, shall be recounted even though the ballot box is not securely sealed with the seal of record.

(b) If the ballot box is securely sealed with the seal of record, only the ballots that correspond in number with the 
poll list delivered to the appropriate clerk by the board of election inspectors shall be recounted even though the ballots 
are not secured and sealed in packages or ballot bags.

(c) If the ballot box is not securely sealed or if the seal on the ballot box is not the seal of record and the ballots in 
packages or ballot bags are not secured and sealed so that a ballot cannot be removed or inserted, the ballots shall not 
be recounted and the original count of the ballots as reported by the board of election inspectors shall stand as the 
correct count.

(d) If the number of ballots in a secured and sealed package or bag and the number of ballots issued on election day 
as shown on the poll list do not match and the difference is not explained to the satisfaction of the board of canvassers, 
the ballots shall not be recounted and the original count of the ballots as reported by the board of election inspectors 
shall stand as the correct count.
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the board of canvassers conducting a recount pursuant to this 
chapter shall recount all ballots of a precinct using an electronic voting system unless 1 or more of the following 
circumstances exist:

(a) The seal on the transfer case is broken or bears a different number than that recorded on the poll book, the 
breaking or discrepancy is not explained to the satisfaction of the board of canvassers, and security of the ballots has 
not been otherwise preserved.

(b) The number of ballots and the number of ballots issued on election day as shown on the poll list or the computer 
printout do not match and the difference is not explained to the satisfaction of the board of canvassers.

(c) The seal used to seal the ballot label assembly to a voting device in the precinct is broken or bears a different 
number than that recorded in poll records and the ballot labels or rotation of candidates’ names is different than that 
shown by other voting devices in the precinct and records of the board of election commissioners.

(3) In a precinct in which voting machines are used, the board of canvassers conducting a recount pursuant to this 
chapter shall recount all voting machines used in the precinct unless 1 or more of the following circumstances exist:

(a) All voting machines used in a precinct shall not be recounted if the sum of the numbers appearing on the public 
counters of all voting machines used in the precinct exceeds the total number of voters who voted in the precinct as 
shown by the poll book, plus the number of times the machine was operated by the inspectors of election and custodians, 
as shown by the record of the board of election inspectors, and the excess is not explained to the satisfaction of the 
board of canvassers by the inspectors of election of that precinct.

(b) A voting machine used in a precinct shall not be recounted if the voting machine is not sealed with the seal of 
record in such a manner as to render it impossible to vote on the machine or to otherwise change the totals appearing 
on the individual candidate or ballot question counters.

(c) A voting machine used in a precinct shall not be recounted if the number appearing on the protective counter of 
the voting machine at the time of the recount does not equal the sum of the number appearing on the protective counter 
at the opening of the polls as shown by the certificate of the board of election inspectors and the number appearing on 
the public counter at the time of the recount.

(4) In a precinct in which voting machines are used, which precinct cannot be recounted under subsection (3), absent 
voter ballots tallied in that precinct shall not be recounted unless recorded separately. This section does not prohibit 
the recounting of absent voter ballots tallied in a precinct using an absent voter counting board or in a precinct in which 
1 or more voting machines are recountable if the absent voter ballots are securely packaged and sealed.

(5) If a board of canvassers conducting a recount pursuant to this chapter determines that the ballots of a precinct 
are not eligible for recount under this section, the original return of the votes for that precinct shall be taken as correct.

(6) A board of canvassers conducting a recount pursuant to this chapter may conduct a recount by the following 
means:

(a) A manual tally of the ballots.
(b) A tabulation of the ballots on a computer using a software application designed to specifically count only the 

office or ballot question subject to the recount.
(c) A tabulation of the ballots on a computer using the same software application used in the precinct on election day.
(d) Any combination of methods in subdivision (a), (b), or (c), as determined appropriate by the board of canvassers.
(7) If a board of canvassers conducting a recount pursuant to this chapter intends to conduct a recount on a 

computer, the board of canvassers shall first test the software application by use of a test deck to determine if the 
program accurately counts the votes for the office or ballot question subject to the recount. If the test under this 
subsection fails to show that the software application accurately counts the votes for the office or ballot question subject 
to the recount, the board of canvassers shall use another means prescribed in subsection (6) to conduct the recount.

Sec. 931. (1) A person who violates 1 or more of the following subdivisions is guilty of a misdemeanor:
(a) A person shall not, either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or promise valuable consideration, to or for any 

person, as an inducement to influence the manner of voting by a person relative to a candidate or ballot question, or as 
a reward for refraining from voting.

(b) A person shall not, either before, on, or after an election, for the person’s own benefit or on behalf of any other 
person, receive, agree, or contract for valuable consideration for 1 or more of the following:

(i) Voting or agreeing to vote, or inducing or attempting to induce another to vote, at an election.
(ii) Refraining or agreeing to refrain, or inducing or attempting to induce another to refrain, from voting at an 

election.
(Hi) Doing anything prohibited by this act.
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(iv) Both distributing absent voter ballot applications to voters and receiving signed applications from voters for 
delivery to the appropriate clerk or assistant of the clerk. This subparagraph does not apply to an authorized election 
official.

(c) A person shall not solicit any valuable consideration from a candidate for nomination for, or election to, an office 
described in this act. This subdivision does not apply to requests for contributions of money by or to an authorized 
representative of the political party committee of the organization to which the candidate belongs. 'This subdivision does 
not apply to a regular business transaction between a candidate and any other person that is not intended for, or 
connected with, the securing of votes or the influencing of voters in connection with the nomination or election.

(d) A person shall not, either directly or indirectly, discharge or threaten to discharge an employee of the person for 
the purpose of influencing the employee’s vote at an election.

(e) A priest, pastor, curate, or other officer of a religious society shall not for the purpose of influencing a voter at 
an election, impose or threaten to impose upon the voter a penalty of excommunication, dismissal, or expulsion, or 
command or advise the voter, under pain of religious disapproval.

(f) A person shall not hire a motor vehicle or other conveyance or cause the same to be done, for conveying voters, 
other than voters physically unable to walk, to an election.

(g) In a city, township, village, or school district that has a board of election commissioners authorized to appoint 
inspectors of election, an inspector of election, a clerk, or other election official who accepts an appointment as an 
inspector of election shall not fail to report at the polling place designated on election morning at the time specified by 
the board of election commissioners, unless excused as provided in this subdivision. A person who violates this 
subdivision is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $10.00 or imprisonment for not more than 
10 days, or both. An inspector of election, clerk, or other election official who accepts an appointment as an inspector of 
election is excused for failing to report at the polling place on election day and is not subject to a fine or imprisonment 
under this subdivision if 1 or more of the following requirements are met:

CO The inspector of election, clerk, or other election official notifies the board of election commissioners or other 
officers in charge of elections of his or her inability to serve at the time and place specified, 3 days or more before the 
election.

(ii) The inspector of election, clerk, or other election official is excused from duty by the board of election 
commissioners or other officers in charge of elections for cause shown.

(h) A person shall not willfully fail to perform a duty imposed upon that person by this act, or disobey a lawful 
instruction or order of the secretary of state as chief state election officer or of a board of county election commissioners, 
board of city election commissioners, or board of inspectors of election.

(i) A delegate or member of a convention shall not solicit a candidate for nomination before the convention for 
money, reward, position, place, preferment, or other valuable consideration in return for support by the delegate or 
member in the convention. A candidate or other person shall not promise or give to a delegate money, reward, position, 
place, preferment, or other valuable consideration in return for support by or vote of the delegate in the convention.

(j) A person elected to the office of delegate to a convention shall not accept or receive any money or other valuable 
consideration for his or her vote as a delegate.

(k) A person shall not, while the polls are open on an election day, solicit votes in a polling place or within 100 feet 
from an entrance to the building in which a polling place is located.

(£) A person shall not keep a room or building for the purpose, in whole or in part, of recording or registering bets 
or wagers, or of selling pools upon the result of a political nomination, appointment, or election. A person shall not wager 
property, money, or thing of value, or be the custodian of money, property, or thing of value, staked, wagered, or 
pledged upon the result of a political nomination, appointment, or election.

(m) A person shall not participate in a meeting or a portion of a meeting of more than 2 persons, other than the 
person’s immediate family, at which an absent voter ballot is voted.

(n) A person, other than an authorized election official, shall not, either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or promise 
any valuable consideration to or for a person to induce that person to both distribute absent voter ballot applications to 
voters and receive signed absent voter ballot applications from voters for delivery to the appropriate clerk.

(2) A person who violates a provision of this act for which a penalty is not otherwise specifically provided in this act, 
is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(3) A person or a person’s agent who knowingly makes, publishes, disseminates, circulates, or places before the 
public, or knowingly causes directly or indirectly to be made, published, disseminated, circulated, or placed before the 
public, in this state, either orally or in writing, an assertion, representation, or statement of fact concerning a candidate 
for public office at an election in this state, that is false, deceptive, scurrilous, or malicious, without the true name of the 
author being subscribed to the assertion, representation, or statement if written, or announced if unwritten, is guilty of 
a misdemeanor.
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(4) As used in this section, “valuable consideration” includes, but is not limited to, money, property, a gift, a prize or 
chance for a prize, a fee, a loan, an office, a position, an appointment, or employment.

Sec. 932a. A person who does any of the following is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 
4 years or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both:

(a) A person shall not, at an election, falsely impersonate another person, or vote or attempt to vote under the name 
of another person, or induce or attempt to induce a person to impersonate another person or to vote or attempt to vote 
under the name of another person.

(b) A person shall not assume a false or fictitious name to vote or to offer to vote by that name, enter or cause to be 
entered upon the registration book in a voting precinct a false or fictitious name, or induce or attempt to induce another 
person to assume a false or fictitious name in order to vote, by that name, vote, or offer to or enter or cause to be 
entered upon the registration book of a voting precinct, a false or fictitious name.

(c) A person who is not a qualified and registered elector shall not willfully offer to vote or attempt to vote at an 
election held in this state. A person shall not aid or counsel a person who is not a qualified and registered elector to vote 
or offer to vote at the place where the vote is given during an election.

(d) A qualified and registered elector shall not offer to vote or attempt to vote in a voting precinct in which the 
elector does not reside, except as otherwise provided in this act. A person shall not procure, aid, or counsel another 
person to go or come into a township, ward, or voting precinct for the purpose of voting at an election, knowing that 
the person is not qualified or registered to vote in that township, ward, or voting precinct.

(e) A person shall not offer to vote or attempt to vote more than once at the same election either in the same or in 
another voting precinct. A person shall not give 2 or more votes folded together.

Sec. 944. Any person who advertises or uses in any campaign material, including radio, television, newspapers, 
circulars, cards, or stationery, the words incumbent, re-elect, re-election, or otherwise indicates, represents, or gives the 
impression that a candidate for public office is the incumbent, when in fact the candidate is not the incumbent, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable as provided in section 934.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved

Governor.
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