
HOUSE BILL No. 4873
May 28, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Mathieu, Alley, Bartnik, Middaugh 

and Hillegonds and referred to the Committee on Conservation, Recreation 
and Environment.

A bill to amend sections 4a and 5 of Act No. 279 of the 

Public Acts of 1909, entitled as amended

"An act to provide for the incorporation of cities and for revis
ing and amending their charters; to provide for certain powers 
and duties; to provide for the levy and collection of taxes by 
cities, borrowing of money, and issuance of bonds or other evi
dences of indebtedness; to validate actions taken, bonds issued, 
and obligations heretofore incurred; and to repeal certain acts 
and parts of acts on specific dates,"

as amended by Act No. 268 of the Public Acts of 1988, being sec

tions 117.4a and 117.5 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. Sections 4a and 5 of Act No. 279 of the Public

2 Acts of 1909, as amended by Act No. 268 of the Public Acts of

3 1988, being sections 117.4a and 117.5 of the Michigan Compiled

4 Laws, are amended to read as follows:

5 Sec. 4a. (1) Each city in its charter may provide for the

6 borrowing of money on the credit of the city and issuing bonds

00840*91 * T M V

HOUSE 
BILL 

No. 4873



1 for the b o r r o w i n g  of money, for any p u r p o s e  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of

2 the p o w e r s  of the city.

3 (2) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a c h arter p r o v i s i o n  to the c o n t r a r y ,  the

4 net i n d e b t e d n e s s  i n c u r r e d  for all p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s  m a y  b e as m u e h

5 aa bufe sh a l l  not ex c e e d  the gre a t e r  of the follow i n g :

6 (a) T e n  p e r c e n t  of the a s s e s s e d  v alue of all the real a n d

7 p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  in the city.

8 (b) F i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  of the a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of all the real

9 a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  in the city if that p o r t i o n  of the total

10 a m o u n t  of i n d e b t e d n e s s  i n c u r r e d  w h i c h  ex c e e d s  1 0% is or has b e e n

11 u s e d  s o l e l y  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  or r e n o v a t i o n  of h o s p i t a l

12 f a c i l i t i e s .

13 (3) In ca s e  of fire, flood, or other calamity, the l e g i s l a -

14 tive b o d y  m a y  b o r r o w  for the relief of the i n h a b i t a n t s  of the

15 c i t y  a n d  for the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of m u n i c i p a l  p r o p e r t y ,  a s u m  not to

16 e x c e e d  3/8 of I % of the a s s e s s e d  va l u e  of all the real a n d  p e r -

17 so n a l  p r o p e r t y  in the city, due in not m o r e  than 5 years, e v e n  if

18 the lo a n  w o u l d  c ause the i n d e b t e d n e s s  of the ci t y  to e x c e e d  the

19 li m i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by this section.

20 (4) In c o m p u t i n g  the net indebtedness, A L L  O F  the f o l l o w i n g

21 s h a l l  be excluded:

22 (a) B o n d s  issued in a n t i c i p a t i o n  of the p a y m e n t  of s p e c i a l

23 a s s e s s m e n t s ,  e v e n  though they are a l s o  a g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  of

24 the city.

25 (b) M o r t g a g e  bonds w h i c h T H A T  are s e c u r e d  o n l y  by a m o r t -

26 g a g e  o n  the p r o p e r t y  or f r a n c h i s e  of a p u b l i c  utility.

2
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1 (c) B o n d s  issued to refund m o n e y  a d v a n c e d  or p a i d  on s p e c i a l

2 a s s e s s m e n t s  for water m a i n  extensions.

3 (d) M o t o r  v e h i c l e  h i g h w a y  fund bonds, even t h o u g h  t h e y  are

4 a l s o  a g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  of the city.

5 (e) R e v e n u e  bonds.

6 (f) B o n d s  issued or c o n t r a c t  or a s s e s s m e n t  o b l i g a t i o n s

7 i n c u r r e d  to c o m p l y  wi t h  an order o f  the water r e s o u r c e s  c o m m i s -

8 s i o n  or a c ourt of c o m p e t e n t  jurisdiction.

9 (g) O b l i g a t i o n s  inc u r r e d  p rior—bo- B E F O R E  J a n u a r y  9, 1973

10 for w a t e r  supply, sewage, drainage, or refuse disposal, or

11 r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  projects, or inc u r r e d  after J a n u a r y  8 ,

12 1973 fch e n  o n i y  ■ for feh o a e- p r o j e c t s  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  the

13 p u b l i c  h e a l t h  by a b a t i n g  pollut i o n .  A  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by the

14 c o u n t y  * dis t r i c t ,  or st a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  shall be s u f f i c i e n t

15 p r o o f  that the p r o j e c t  is n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  h e a l t h

16 by a b a t i n g  p ollution.

17 (h) B o n d s  issued to a c q u i r e  hou s i n g  for w h i c h  rent s u b s i d i e s

18 w i l l  be r e c e i v e d  by the city or an a g e n c y  of the city under a

19 c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the U n i t e d  States g o v e r n m e n t  and u s e d  by the city

20 to o p e r a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  the h o u s i n g  and pa y  p r i n c i p a l  an d  i n ter-

21 est on the bonds.

22 (i) O b l i g a t i o n s  e n t e r e d  into under an i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l

23 s e l f - i n s u r a n c e  co n t r a c t  p u r s u a n t  to s e c t i o n  5 of Act No. 35 of

24 the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1951, being s e c t i o n  124.5 of the M i c h i g a n

25 C o m p i l e d  Laws, or issued to pay p r e m i u m s  or to e s t a b l i s h  funds to

26 s e l f - i n s u r e  for losses p u r s u a n t  to the m u n i c i p a l  f i n a n c e  act, Act
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1 No. 202 of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1943, being s e c t i o n s  131.1 to 139.3

2 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

3 (J) B O N D S  I S S U E D  P U R S U A N T  T O  TH E  M U N I C I P A L  P O L L U T I O N  C O N T R O L

4 F I N A N C I N G  ACT.

5 (5) T h e  r e s o u r c e s  of the s i n k i n g  fund p l e d g e d  for the

6 r e t i r e m e n t  of any o u t s t a n d i n g  bonds shall also be d e d u c t e d  f r o m

7 the a m o u n t  of the indebtedness.

8 (6 ) A n  o b l i g a t i o n  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  ren o v a t i o n ,  or m o d -

9 e r n i z a t i o n  of a h o s p i t a l  p u r s u a n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (2)(b) s h a l l  not

10 be i n c u r r e d  after July 1, 1978 un l e s s  the c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e n o v a -

1 1 tion, or m o d e r n i z a t i o n  has b e e n  a p p r o v e d  in 

 A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  A N Y  A P P L I C A B L E  A C T  or

14 u n l e s s  the o b l i g a t i o n  is to r e f i n a n c e  a p r e v i o u s  o b l i g a t i o n .

15 (7) E a c h  ci t y  ma y  p r o v i d e  in its ch a r t e r  for the b o r r o w i n g

16 of m o n e y  a n d  i s s u i n g  bonds for the b o r r o w i n g  of m o n e y  iji a n t i c i -

17 p a t i o n  of the p a y m e n t  of special asse s s m e n t s ,  w h i c h  b o n d s  m a y  be

18 an o b l i g a t i o n  of the s p ecial a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  or m a y  be b o t h

19 a n  o b l i g a t i o n  of the s p ecial a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  and a g e n e r a l

20 o b l i g a t i o n  of the city.

21 (8 ) -A l i b onda heretofo re BO N D S  i ssued and o b l i g a t i o n s

22 -heretofo re i n c u r r e d  B E F O R E  J U L Y  31, 1973 are hereby

23 v a l i d a t e d .

24 (9) In c o m p u t i n g  the net i n d e b t e d n e s s  determined under F O R

25 T H E  P U R P O S E S  O F  s u b s e c t i o n  (2), there m a y  be a d d e d  to the

26 a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of real and p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  in a n y  A  c i t y  for

27 a f i s c a l  year an am o u n t  equal to the a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  e q u i v a l e n t  of

4
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1 c e r t a i n  ci t y  r e v enues as d e t e r m i n e d  under this aubdi-viai-on

2 S U B S E C T I O N .  The a s s e s s e d  v alue e q u i v a l e n t  shall be c a l c u l a t e d  by

3 d i v i d i n g  the su m  of the fol l o w i n g  a m o u n t s  by the c i t y ' s  m i l l a g e

4 rate for the fiscal year:

5 (a) T h e  a mount p a i d  or the e s t i m a t e d  am o u n t  r e q u i r e d  to be

6 p a i d  by the st a t e  to the city du r i n g  the c i ty's fiscal year for

7 the c i t y ' s  use p u r s u a n t  to sec t i o n s  134 and 136(1), (2), an d  (3)

8 of the s i n g l e  b u s i n e s s  tax act, Act No. 228 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of

9 1975, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  208.134 and 208.136 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d

10 Laws. The d e p a r t m e n t  of tre a s u r y  shall c e r t i f y  the a m o u n t  u p o n

11 r e q u e s t .

12 (b) The a mount l evied by the city for its own use d u r i n g  the

13 c i t y ' s  f iscal year from the s p e c i f i c  tax l e vied under Act No. 198 

-4 of the P u b l i c  Acts* of 1974, as amended, b eing s e c t i o n s  207.551 to

15 207.571 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

16 (c) Th e  amo u n t  le v i e d  by the city for its own use d u r i n g  the

17 c i t y ' s  f iscal year f r o m  the s p e c i f i c  tax lev i e d  under the c o m m e r -

18 cial r e d e v e l o p m e n t  act, Act No. 255 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1978,

19 b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  207.651 to 207.668 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

20 Sec. 5. A  city does not ha v e  power:

21 (a) To in c r e a s e  the rate of tax a t i o n  now fixed by law,

22 u n l e s s  the a u t h o r i t y  to do so is gi v e n  by a m a j o r i t y  of the e l e c -

23 tors of the city voting at the e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  the p r o p o s i t i o n

24 is sub m i t t e d ,  but the i n crease in any case shall not b e a u e h as

25 to- c a u s e  the rate to e x c e e d  2%, except as p r o v i d e d  by law, of

26 the a s s e s s e d  v alue of the real an d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  in the

27 city.

5
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1 (b) To s ubmit to the e l e c t o r s  a ch a r t e r  m o r e  o f t e n  than o n c e

2 in e v e r y  2 years, nor OR un l e s s  the c h arter is fi l e d  w i t h  the

3 c i t y  cl e r k  60 d a y s  be f o r e  the election, but this p r o v i s i o n

4 s h a l l  DO E S  not ap p l y  to the s u b m i s s i o n  a n d  r e s u b m i s s i o n  of

5 c h a r t e r s  of c i t i e s  ■■ w h i c h - T H A T  m a y  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  un d e r  this

6 act u n t i l  they -aha i l- h a v e  first a d o p t e d  a charter. -W h e r e- IF

7 a c i t y  s u b m i t s  to the e l e c t o r s  a charter, attd - the c h a r t e r  is 

8' a d o p t e d  by the electors, and the ci t y  -haa- o p e r a t ed-- O P E R A T E S

9 u n d e r  the c h a r t e r ,  w h i c h B U T  T H E  cha r t e r  h a a - W A S  not, at the

10 time it -ia- W A S  adopted, be e n  on file w i t h  the c i t y  c l e r k  A T

11 L E A S T  60 days, then the l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  of the city, u p o n  its

1 2 g i v i n g  the n o t i c e  of e l e c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  in the ch a r t e r ,  m a y

13 r e s u b m i t  T H E  C H A R T E R  to the electors, at a s p e c i a l  or g e n e r a l

14 e l e c t i o n .  —7— IF the c h arter w h i ch,—tfi— IS a d o p t e d  by the

15 e l e c t o r s ,  IT s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  o p e r a t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  as of

16 the d a t e  of the first s u b m i s s i o n  and adoption. T h e  c h a r t e r  shall

17 not be r e s u b m i t t e d  u nless 60 days h a v e  e l a p s e d  b e t w e e n  the d a t e

18 of the fi l i n g  of the charter and the da t e  of the e l e c t i o n  at

19 w h i c h  the c h a r t e r  is resubmitted.

20 (c) T o  call m o r e  than 2 s p ecial e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  1 year.

21 T h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  does not a p p l y  to e l e c t i o n s  w h i e h T H A T  m a y  be

22 h e l d  in the s u b m i s s i o n  an d  r e s u b m i s s i o n  of c h a r t e r s  of c i t i e s

23 w h i c h T H A T  m a y  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  under this act u n t i l  th e y  h a v e

24 first a d o p t e d  a charter, and does not a p p l y  to e l e c t i o n s  -whi-ch

25 T H A T  m a y  be  h e l d  in the r e s u b m i s s i o n  of a c h a r t e r  o n c e  a d o p t e d  as

26 p r o v i d e d  in s u b d i v i s i o n  (b).
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1 (d) To d e c r e a s e  the s alary of a m u n i c i p a l  judge aft e r his or

2 her e l e c t i o n  or appoint m e n t ,  or du r i n g  the judge's te r m  of

3 off i c e ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any c h arter p r o v i s i o n  to the c o n t r a r y ;

4 nor s h a l l  the term of a p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  be s h o r t e n e d  or e x t e n d e d

5 b e y o n d  the p e r i o d  for w h i c h  the o f f i c i a l  is e l e c t e d  or a p p o i n t e d ,

6 u n l e s s  he or she. resigns or is removed for cause, w h e r e  the

7 o f f i c e  is h e l d  for a fixed term.

8 (e) T o  ad o p t  a cha r t e r  or an a m e n d m e n t  to the c h a r t e r  u n l e s s

9 a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of the e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  t h e reon O N  T H E

10 C H A R T E R  O R  AME N D M E N T ;  to sell a park, cemetery, or an y  p a r t  of a

11 p a r k  or cemetery, except w h e re- IF the p a r k  is not r e q u i r e d

12 u n d e r  an o f f i c i a l  ma s t e r  p l a n  of the city; to e n g a g e  in a b u s i -

13 ness e n t e r p r i s e  r e q u i r i n g  an i n v e s t m e n t  of m o n e y  in e x c e s s  of 10

14 c e n t s  per capita; or to a u t h o r i z e  an issue of bo n d s  e x c e p t  b o n d s

15 i s s u e d  in a n t i c i p a t i o n  of the c o l l e c t i o n  of taxes a c t u a l l y  l e v i e d

16 a n d  u n c o l l e c t e d  or for w h i c h  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  has be e n  made;

17 b o n d s  w h i c h T H A T  the city is a u t h o r i z e d  by its cha r t e r  to issue

18 as pa r t  of its b udget system, to an a mount w h i ch T H A T  in any

19 year, tog e t h e r  w i t h  the taxes levied for the same year, will not

20 e x c e e d  the limit of t a x a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by law; s p e c i a l  a s s e s s -

21 m e n t  bonds; bo n d s  for the city's p o r t i o n  of local i m p r o v e m e n t s ;

22 r e f u n d i n g  bonds; e m e r g e n c y  bonds as d e f i n e d  by this act; and

23 b o n d s  w h i c h  the l e g i s l a t i v e  body is a u t h o r i z e d  by s p e c i f i c  s t a t -

24 ut e  to issue w i t h o u t  vote of the electors, un l e s s  a p p r o v e d  by a

25 m a j o r i t y  of the ele c t o r s  v oting t h e reon O N  T H E  B O N D S  at a g e n -

26 eral or s p e c i a l  election. In a d d i t i o n  to the foregoing, a city

27 w h i c h now h a 3v  or- wh-ich—may- h er ea f t e r- h a v e-,— TH A T  BIAS a
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p o p u l a t i o n  of 750, 000  p e r s o n s  or mo r e  m a y  issue bonds, upon 

r e s o l u t i o n  of its g o v e r n i n g  body, w i t h o u t  prior a p p r o v a l  of the 

e l e c t o r s ,  w h i c h  the city is a u t h o r i z e d  by its c h a r t e r  to issue as 

p a r t  of its b u d g e t  system, to an am o u n t  w h i c h  in any year, 

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the ad v a l o r e m  taxes l evied for the same year, 

e x c l u s i v e  of debt ser v i c e  taxes or taxes le v i e d  p u r s u a n t  to ot h e r  

laws, wi l l  not ex c e e d  2- 1/ 2 % of the a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of the real 

a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  in the city, this l i m i t a t i o n  to s u p e r s e d e  

a n d  take the p l a c e  of any c o n t r a r y  l a n g u a g e  in an y  e x i s t i n g  ci t y  

c h a rter. For the p u r p o s e s  of this s u b d i v i s i o n  only, the a s s e s s e d  

v a l u e  of real a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  in an y  such A  ci t y  shall 

i n c l u d e  the a s s e s s e d  va l u e  e q u i v a l e n t  of m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  

the c i t y ' s  f iscal year from the d e p a r t m e n t  of t r e a s u r y  p u r s u a n t  

to s e c t i o n s  134 —j— and 136(1), (2), and (3) of A c t  No. 228 of 

the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1975, being s e c t i o n s  208.134 an d  208 .1 36  of 

the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws. The a s s e s s e d  v alue e q u i v a l e n t  shall 

be c a l c u l a t e d  by d i v i d i n g  the m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  by the c i t y ' s  m i l l -  

ag e  rate for the fiscal year. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the former p r o v i 

si o n s  of this s u b d i v i s i o n  req u i r i n g  a p p r o v a l  by 3/5 of the e l e c 

tors v o t i n g  t h e r e o n  as a p r e r e q u i s i t e  to the e x e r c i s e  of c e r t a i n  

p o w e r s ,  these p o w e r s  ma y  be e x e r c i s e d  if a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  

of the e l e c t o r s  v oting th e r e o n  at a g e n e r a l  or s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  

h e l d  on  or af t e r  Ap r i l  1, 1966.

(f) To m a k e  a con t r a c t  with, or give an o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  

to, o n e  w h o  is in de f a u l t  to the city.

(g) T o  issue bonds w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  a s i n k i n g  fund to p a y  

t h e m  at m a t u r i t y ,  except as p r o v i d e d  in s e c t i o n  4g(1), but
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1 s i n k i n g  funds shall not be r e q uired in the case of s e r i a l  bo n d s

2 w h i e h T H A T  fall due annually. Bonds, whe t h e r  a u t h o r i z e d  u nder

3 this act or any other act, e x cept ref u n d i n g  bonds, r e v e n u e  bonds,

4 m o t o r  v e h i c l e  h i g h w a y  fund bonds, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  bonds, j u d g m e n t

5 bonds, b o n d s  or other o b l i g a t i o n s  issued to fund an o p e r a t i n g

6. d e f i c i t  of a city, BO N D S  I S SUED P U R S U A N T  T O  T H E  M U N I C I P A L  P O L L U -

7 T I O N  C O N T R O L  F I N A N C I N G  ACT, bonds or other o b l i g a t i o n s  to pa y

8 p r e m i u m s  or to e s t a b l i s h  funds to s e l f - i n s u r e  for l o sses as

9 a u t h o r i z e d  by the m u n i c i p a l  f i nance act, Act No. 202 of the

10 P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1943, be i n g  sec t i o n s  131.1 to 139.3 of the

11 M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, bonds the i s s uance of w h i c h  has be e n

1 2 a p p r o v e d  by the voters, and bonds issued to c o m p l y  w i t h  an o r d e r

13 of a c o u r t  of c o m p e t e n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  shall not be is s u e d  by a

14 c i t y  u n l e s s  n o t i c e  of the issuance of the b onds is p u b l i s h e d  o n c e

15 in a n e w s p a p e r  of ge n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in the city at least 45

16 d a y s  b e f o r e  the i s s u a n c e  of the bonds, w i t h i n  w h i c h  p e r i o d  -a

17 p efei fc-io n-■■ TH E R E  m a y  be filed w i t h  the l e g i s l a t i v e  bo d y  A  P E T I T I O N

18 F O R  A  V O T E  O N  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  OF  T H E  ISS U A N C E  O F  T H E  BONDS, s i g n e d

19 by not less than 10% or 15,000 of the r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t o r s  in the

20 city, w h i c h e v e r  is less. — j—in w h i eh e v e n t IF SU C H  A  P E T I T I O N

21 IS FILED, the l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  shall submit the q u e s t i o n  of the

22 i s s u a n c e  of the bonds to the e l e c t o r s  of the city, at a regular

23 or s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  in the city. The bonds shall not be i s s u e d

24 u n l e s s  a m a j o r i t y  vote of the e l e c t o r s  vo t i n g  on the i s s u a n c e

25 v o t e  in favor of issuing the bonds. The n otice of intent to

26 issue b o n d s  shall state the m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  of the b o n d  issue, the

27 p u r p o s e  of the bond issuance, so u r c e  of payment, right of
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8
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10

1 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

r e f e r e n d u m  on the i s s uance of the bonds, and other i n f o r m a t i o n  as 

the l e g i s l a t i v e  body d e t e r m i n e s  to be n e c e s s a r y  to a d e q u a t e l y  

i n f o r m  the e l e c t o r s  and -al-l other interested p e r s o n s  of the 

n a t u r e  of the issue and of their rights w i t h  r e spect to the 

issue. 

(h) T o  r e p u d i a t e  a debt by a c h a n g e  in its c h a r t e r  or by 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  w i t h  any other ANOTHER m u n i c i p a l i t y .

(i) To su b m i t  a fra n c h i s e  to the e l e c t o r s  at a s p e c i a l  e l e c 

tion, u n l e s s  the exp e n s e  of h o l d i n g  the election, as d e t e r m i n e d  

b y  the l e g i s l a t i v e  body, is p a i d  in a d v a n c e  to the ci t y  t r e a s u r e r  

by the g r a n t e e  in the franchise.

S e c t i o n  2. This a m e n d a t o r y  act shall not take e f f e c t  u n l e s s

S e n a t e  Bill No. ______  or H o u s e  Bill No. 4876 (request

no. 00838'91 **) of the 86th L e g i s l a t u r e  is e n a c t e d  into law.
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