
HOUSE BILL No. 4664

April 16, 1991, Introduced by Reos. Randall and Niederstadt and 
referred to the Committee on Taxation.

A bill to amend section 44 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts 

of 1893, entitled as amended 

"The general property tax act,"

as amended by Act No. 124 of the Public Acts of 1989, being sec

tion 211.44 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. Section 44 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of

2 1893, as amended by Act No. 124 of the Public Acts of 1989, being

3 section 211.44 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read

4 as follows:

5 Sec. 44. (1) Upon receipt of the tax roll, the township

6 treasurer or other collector shall proceed to collect the taxes.

7 The township treasurer or other collector shall mail to each

8 taxpayer at the taxpayer's last known address on the tax roll or

9 to the taxpayer's designated agent a statement showing the
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1 d e s c r i p t i o n  of the p r o p e r t y  a g ainst w h i c h  the tax is levied, the

2 a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  of the property, and the a m o u n t  of the tax on

3 the p r o p e r t y .  The tax st a t e m e n t  shall set forth the s t a t e  e q u a l -

4 ized val u a t i o n .  If a tax sta t e m e n t  is m a i l e d  to the taxpayer, a

5 tax s t a t e m e n t  sent to a tax p a y e r ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  a gent m a y  be in a

6 s u m m a r y  f o r m  or m a y  be in an e l e c t r o n i c  data p r o c e s s i n g  format.

7 If the tax s t a t e m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  is p r o v i d e d  to b o t h  a t a x p a y e r

8 a n d  the t a x p a y e r ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  agent, the tax s t a t e m e n t  m a i l e d  to

9 the t a x p a y e r  m a y  be i d e n t i f i e d  as an i n f o r m a t i o n a l  copy. A  t own-

10 s h i p  t r e a s u r e r  or other co l l e c t o r  e l e c t i n g  to send a tax s t a t e -

11 m e n t  to a t a x p a y e r ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  agent or e l e c t i n g  not to i n c l u d e

12 an i t e m i z a t i o n  in the ma n n e r  d e s c r i b e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (9)(c) in a

13 tax s t a t e m e n t  m a i l e d  to the taxpayer shall, upon request, m a i l  a

14 d e t a i l e d  co p y  of the tax statement, i n c luding an i t e m i z a t i o n  of

15 the a m o u n t  of tax in the m a n n e r  d e s c r i b e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (9)(c),

16 to the t a x p a y e r  w i t h o u t  charge, as p r e v i o u s l y  r e q u i r e d  by this

17 section.

18 (2) The e x p e n s e  of p r e p a r i n g  and m a i l i n g  the s t a t e m e n t  s hall

19 be p a i d  f r o m  the county, township, city, or v i l l a g e  funds.

20 F a i l u r e  to send or receive the n otice a ha-1 1- ■ DOE S  not p r e j u d i c e

21 the right to c o l l e c t  or e n f o r c e  the p a y m e n t  of the tax. T H E

22 T O W N S H I P  T R E A S U R E R  SHALL R E C E I V E  TA X E S  U P O N  A  W E E K D A Y  W H E N  T H E Y

23 A R E  O F F E R E D .  The t o w n s h i p  treasurer shall remain in the o f f i c e  of

24 the t o w n s h i p  t r e a surer at some c o n v e n i e n t  p l a c e  in the t o w n s h i p

25 on e a c h  F r i d a y  in the m o n t h  of December, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to

26 r e c e i v e  taxes 
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1 a r e- o f f e re d -.---H o w e v e r, ■ if E X C E P T  IF E I T H E R  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G

2 A P P L I E S :

3 (t) IF a F r i d a y  in the m o n t h  of D e cember is C h r i s t m a s  eve,

4 C h r i s t m a s  day, N e w  Year's eve, or a day d e s i g n a t e d  by the t own-

5 s h i p  as a h o l i d a y  for t o w n s h i p  employees, the t o w n s h i p  t r e a s u r e r

6 ■ sh a l l  -not b e IS NOT req u i r e d  to remain in the o f f i c e  of the

7 t o w n s h i p  tre a s u r e r  on that Friday, but shall remain in the o f f i c e

8 of the t o w n s h i p  treasurer at some c o n v e n i e n t  p l a c e  in the town-

9 s h i p  f r o m  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the day -m o s b - i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d -

10 ing that F r i d a y  , -w h i c h  IF TH A T  day is not C h r i s t m a s  eve,

11 C h r i s t m a s  day, N e w  Ye a r ' s  eve, or a day d e s i g n a t e d  by the t own-

12 s h i p  as a h o l i d a y  for t o w n s h i p  employees, to receive taxes.

13 (it) IF T H E  T O W N S H I P  T R E A S U R E R  M A I N T A I N S  R E G U L A R L Y  S C H E D U L E D

14 B U S I N E S S  H O U R S  AT  THE O F F I C E  OF  THE T O W N S H I P  T R E A S U R E R  IN E X C E S S

15 O F  2 4 H O U R S  F O R  1 OR M O R E  W E E K S  IN DECEMBER, THE T O W N S H I P  T R E A -

16 S U R E R  IS N O T  R E Q U I R E D  TO R E M A I N  IN THE O F F I C E  ON F R I D A Y  O F  A  W E E K

17 IN W H I C H  H E  OR  SHE M A I N T A I N S  R E G U L A R L Y  S C H E D U L E D  B U S I N E S S  H O U R S

18 IN E X C E S S  OF 24 HOURS.

19 (3) Exc e p t  as p r o v i d e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (7), on a sum v o l u n -

20 t a r i l y  p a i d  be f o r e  F e b r u a r y  15 of the s u c c e e d i n g  year, the local

21 p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit shall add 1% for a p r o p e r t y  tax

22 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee. However, u nless o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  for by an

23 a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  the a s s e s s i n g  unit and the c o l l e c t i n g  unit, if

24 a local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit other than a v i l l a g e  does

25 not a l s o  serve as the local a s s e s s i n g  unit, the e x c e s s  of the

26 a m o u n t  of p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fees over the e x p e n s e  to

27 the local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit in c o l l e c t i n g  the taxes,
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1 but not less than 80% of the fee imposed, shall be r e t u r n e d  to

2 the local a s s e s s i n g  unit. A  p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee is

3 d e f i n e d  as a fee to offset costs inc u r r e d  by a c o l l e c t i n g  unit in

4 a s s e s s i n g  p r o p e r t y  values, c o l l e c t i n g  the p r o p e r t y  tax levies,

5 a n d  in the r e v i e w  and appeal p rocesses. The costs of a n y

6 app e a l s ,  in e x c e s s  of funds a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the p r o p e r t y  tax

7 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee, ma y  be sh a r e d  by any taxing unit o n l y  if

8 a p p r o v e d  by the g o v e r n i n g  body of the taxing unit. E x c e p t  as

9 p r o v i d e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (7), on all taxes p a i d  after F e b r u a r y  14

10 a n d  b e f o r e  M a r c h  1 the g o v e r n i n g  bo d y  of a city or t o w n s h i p  m a y

11 a u t h o r i z e  the t r e asurer to add to the tax a p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s -

12 t r a t i o n  fee to the extent imp o s e d  on taxes p a i d  bef o r e  F e b r u a r y

13 15 and a late p e n a l t y  charge equal to 3% of the tax. I n t e r e s t

14 f r o m  F e b r u a r y  15 to the last day of F e b r u a r y  on a summer p r o p e r t y

15 tax that has be e n  d e f e r r e d  p u r s u a n t  to s e c t i o n  51 or a n y  late

16 p e n a l t y  c h a r g e  m a y  be w a i v e d  by the g o v e r n i n g  bo d y  of a c i t y  or

17 t o w n s h i p  for the h o m e s t e a d  p r o p e r t y  of a senior citizen, p a r a p l e -

18 gic, q u a d r i p l e g i c ,  el i g i b l e  serv i c e p e r s o n ,  e l i g i b l e  v e teran, el i -

19 g i b l e  w i d o w  or widower, t o t a l l y  and p e r m a n e n t l y  d i s a b l e d  p e rson,

20 or b l i n d  person, as those p e r s o n s  are d e f i n e d  in c h a p t e r  9 of the

21 in c o m e  tax act of 1967, Act No. 281 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1967,

22 as am e n d e d ,  b e i n g  sections 206.501 to 206.532 of the M i c h i g a n

23 C o m p i l e d  Laws, if the p e r s o n  m a k e s  a c l a i m  b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  15 for

24 a c r e d i t  for that p r o p e r t y  p r o v i d e d  by chapter 9 of A c t  No. 281

25 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1967, as amended, if the p e r s o n  p r e s e n t s  a

26 c o p y  of the f o r m  f iled for that credit to the local tre a s u r e r ,

27 an d  if the p e r s o n  has not re c e i v e d  the credit b e f o r e
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1 F e b r u a r y  15. Interest from F e b r u a r y  15 to the last day of

2 F e b r u a r y  on a summer p r o p e r t y  tax that has be e n  d e f e r r e d  under

3 s e c t i o n  51 or any late p e n a l t y  charge m a y  be w a i v e d  by the gov-

4 e r n i n g  b o d y  of a city or t o w n s h i p  for the p r o p e r t y  of a p e r s o n  —

5 w h i c h  IF T H E  p r o p e r t y  is subject to a f a r m l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t

6 r ights a g r e e m e n t  recorded with the register of d eeds of the

7 c o u n t y  in w h i c h  the p r o p e r t y  is si t u a t e d  as p r o v i d e d  in s e c t i o n  5

8 of the f a r m l a n d  and open space p r e s e r v a t i o n  act, Act No. 116 of

9 the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1974, being s e ction 554.705 of the M i c h i g a n

10 C o m p i l e d  Laws, if the p e r s o n  p r e s e n t s  a copy of the d e v e l o p m e n t

11 rights a g r e e m e n t  or v e r i f i c a t i o n  that the p r o p e r t y  is s u bject to

12 a d e v e l o p m e n t  rights agr e e m e n t  b efore F e b r u a r y  15. A  4% c o u n t y

13 p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee, a p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

14 fee to the e xtent imposed on and if a u t h o r i z e d  p u r s u a n t  to sub-

15 s e c t i o n  (7) for taxes paid b efore M a r c h  1, and interest on the

16 tax at the rate of 1% per m o n t h  shall be ad d e d  to taxes c o l l e c t e d

17 by the t o w n s h i p  or city treasurer after the last day of F e b r u a r y

18 and b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t  wi t h  the c ounty treasurer, w h i c h  p a y m e n t

19 shall be t r e a t e d  as though c o l l e c t e d  by the c o unty treasurer. If

20 the s t a t e m e n t s  re q u i r e d  to be m a i l e d  by this s e c t i o n  are not

21 m a i l e d  b e f o r e  D e cember 31, the treasurer shall not i m pose a late

22 p e n a l t y  c h a r g e  with respect to taxes c o l l e c t e d  after

23 F e b r u a r y  14.

24 (4) The g o v e r n i n g  body of a local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g

25 unit m a y  w a i v e  all or part of the p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee

26 or the late p e n a l t y  charge, or both. A  p r o p e r t y  tax

27 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee c o l l e c t e d  by the t o w n s h i p  treasurer shall be

5

02030*91



1 u s e d  o n l y  for the p u r p o s e s  for wh i c h  it m a y  b e IS c o l l e c t e d  as

2 s p e c i f i e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (3) and this subsection. W h e n  the bond

3 of the treasurer, as p r o v i d e d  in s e ction 43, is f u r n i s h e d  by a

4 s u r e t y  company, the cost of the bond m a y  be pa i d  by the t o w n s h i p

5 f r o m  the p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee.

6 (5) If a p p r e h e n s i v e  of the loss of p e r s o n a l  P R O P E R T Y  tax

7 a s s e s s e d  up o n  the roll, the t o w n s h i p  treasurer m a y  e n f o r c e  co l -

8 l e c t i o n  of the tax at any time, and if c o m p e l l e d  to seize p r o p -

9 er t y  or br i n g  an a ction in D e cember ma y  add, if a u t h o r i z e d  p u r s u -

10 ant to s u b s e c t i o n  (7), 1% for a p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee

11 and 3% for a late p e n a l t y  charge.

12 (6) A l o n g  w i t h  taxes r e t urned d e l i n q u e n t  to a c o u n t y  trea-

13 surer p u r s u a n t  to section 55, the amount of the 1% p r o p e r t y  tax

14 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee p r e s c r i b e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (3) that is i m p o s e d

15 a n d  not p a i d  shall be i n c luded in the return of d e l i n q u e n t

16 taxes. a n d ,—wh-err WH E N  d e l i n q u e n t  taxes are d i s t r i b u t e d  by the

17 c o u n t y  t r e a s u r e r  p u r s u a n t  to this act, the d e l i n q u e n t  1% p r o p e r t y

18 tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee shall be d i s t r i b u t e d  to the t r e a s u r e r  of

19 the local unit who t r a n s m i t t e d  the sta t e m e n t  of taxes r e t u r n e d  as

20 d e l i n q u e n t .  Interest imposed upon d e l i n q u e n t  p r o p e r t y  taxes p u r -

21 suant to this act shall also be imposed upon the 1% p r o p e r t y  tax

22 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee and, for p u r p o s e s  of this act o ther than to

23 w h i c h  local unit the county treasurer shall d i s t r i b u t e  a d e l i n -

24 q u e n t  1% p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee, any r e f e r e n c e  to d e l i n -

25 q u e n t  taxes shall be c o n s i d e r e d  to include the 1 % p r o p e r t y  tax

26 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee returned as d e l i n q u e n t  for the same p r o p e r t y .

27 T h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  shall ap p l y -- A P P L I E S  to p r o p e r t y  tax

6
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1 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fees imposed upon p r o p e r t y  taxes that b e c o m e  a

2 lien in 1983 or any year t h e re a f t e r A F T E R  1983.

3 ( 7 ) 

 THE local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  t r e a s u r e r

5 shall not impose a p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee, c o l l e c t i o n

6 fee, or any type of late p e n a l t y  charge a u t h o r i z e d  by law or

7 c h a r t e r  un l e s s  the g o v e r n i n g  body of the local p r o p e r t y  tax col-

8 l e c t i n g  unit approves, by r e s o l u t i o n  or ordinance, a d o p t ed- a f t e r

9 Be e em b er—9-1-- —H)0 2-,—- an a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for the i m p o s i t i o n  of a

10 p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee, c o l l e c t i o n  fee, or any type of

11 late p e n a l t y  c harge p r o v i d e d  for by this s e c t i o n  or by charter.

12 w h i c h - TH E  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  -aha 1-1 be- IS va l i d  for all l evies

13 that b e c o m e  a lien after the res o l u t i o n  or o r d i n a n c e  is adopted.

14 H o w e v e r ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  for by an a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n

15 the a s s e s s i n g  unit and the c o l l e c t i n g  unit, a local p r o p e r t y  tax

16 c o l l e c t i n g  unit that does not al s o  serve as the a s s e s s i n g  unit

17 sh a l l  impose a p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee on each p a r c e l  at

18 a rate equal to the rate of the fee imposed for city or t o w n s h i p

19 taxes on that parcel.

20 (8) The a nnual s t a t ement re q u i r e d  by Act No. 125 of the

21 P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1966, b eing sections 565.161 to 565.163 of the

22 M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, or a m o n t h l y  bi l l i n g  f o r m  or m o r t g a g o r

23 p a s s b o o k  p r o v i d e d  in lieu of that a nnual s t a t e m e n t  shall inc l u d e

24 a s t a t e m e n t  to the e ffect that a taxpayer wh o  has not be e n  m a i l e d

25 the tax s t a t e m e n t  or a copy of the tax sta t e m e n t  by the t o w n s h i p

26 t r e a s u r e r  or other c o l l ector shall receive, upon request an d

27 w i t h o u t  charge, a copy of the tax sta t e m e n t  fr o m  the t o w n s h i p

7
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1 t r e a s u r e r  or other c o l lector or, if the tax s t a t e m e n t  has b e e n

2 m a i l e d  to the tax p a y e r ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  agent, fr o m  e ither the

3 t a x p a y e r ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  agent or the t o w n s h i p  t r e a s u r e r  or other

4 col l e c t o r .  A  d e s i g n a t e d  agent, who is- subject to Act No. 125

5 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1966, and who has been m a i l e d  the tax

6 s t a t e m e n t  for taxes that b e c a m e  a lien in the c a l e n d a r  year imme-

7 d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the year in wh i c h  the a nnual s t a t e m e n t  m a y  be

8 r e q u i r e d  to be f u r n i s h e d  shall mail

 A  COPY OF TH A T  TAX S T A T E M E N T  to a t a x p a y e r  w h o

10 has not be e n  m a i l e d  that tax s t a t ement or a copy of that tax

1 1 s t a t e m e n t   U P O N  T H E  R E Q U E S T  O F

12 A N D  W I T H O U T  C H A R G E  to that taxpayer.

13 (9) As us e d  in this section:

14 (a) " D e s i g n a t e d  agent" m e a n s  an individual, p a r t n e r s h i p ,

15 a s s o c i a t i o n ,  corporation, receiver, estate, trust, or ot h e r  legal

16 e n t i t y  that has e n tered into an e s c r o w  ac c o u n t  a g r e e m e n t  or ot h e r

17 a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the taxpayer w h i c h  a g r e e m e n t  o b l i g a t e s  that i ndi-

18 v i d u a l  or legal e ntity to pay the p r o p e r t y  taxes for the t a x p a y e r

19 or, if an a g r e e m e n t  has not been ent e r e d  into, that has b e e n  d e s -

20 i g n a t e d  by the taxpayer on a form m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the t a x p a y e r

21 by the t o w n s h i p  treasurer and filed with that treasurer. The

22 d e s i g n a t i o n  by the taxpayer shall remain in e f fect un t i l  r e v o k e d

23 by the t a x p a y e r  in a w r i t i n g  filed wi t h  the t o w n s h i p  t r e a surer.

24 Th e  f o r m  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  by the t o w n s h i p  t r e a surer shall i n c l u d e  a

25 s t a t e m e n t  that s u b m i s s i o n  of the form a llows the t r e a s u r e r  to

26 m a i l  the tax s t a t e m e n t  to the d e s i g n a t e d  agent i n s t e a d  of to the

27 t a x p a y e r  an d  a sta t e m e n t  n o t i f y i n g  the taxpayer of his or her

8
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

1 8

right to r e voke the d e s i g n a t i o n  by a w r i t i n g  filed w i t h  tjae 

t o w n s h i p  treasurer.

(b) "Taxpayer" m e a n s  the owner of the p r o p e r t y  u p o n  w h i c h  

the tax is imposed.

(c) W h e n  d e s c r i b i n g  in s u b s e c t i o n  (1) that the a m o u n t  of tax 

on the p r o p e r t y  must be shown in the tax statement, "amount of 

tax" m e a n s  an i t e m i z a t i o n  by dollar a mount of each of the s e v e r a l  

ad v a l o r e m  p r o p e r t y  taxes and special a s s e s s m e n t s  that a p e r s o n  

m a y  pay p u r s u a n t  to s e ction 53 and an i t e m i z a t i o n  by m i l l a g e  

rate, on either the tax s t a tement or a s e p a r a t e  f o r m  a c c o m p a n y i n g  

the tax statement, of each of the several ad v a l o r e m  p r o p e r t y  

t axes that a p e r s o n  m a y  pay p u r s u a n t  to se c t i o n  53. The t o w n s h i p  

t r e a s u r e r  or other collector ma y  replace the i t e m i z a t i o n  

d e s c r i b e d  in this s u b d i v i s i o n  wi t h  a s t a t ement i n f o r m i n g  the t a x 

p a y e r  that the i t e m i z a t i o n  of the dollar a mount and m i l l a g e  rate 

of the taxes is a v a i l a b l e  wi t h o u t  c h arge fr o m  the local p r o p e r t y  

tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit. This s u b d i v i s i o n  shall DOES not a p p l y  for 

tax s t a t e m e n t s  for taxes that b ecome a lien in 1983.
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