
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT
Act 451 of 1994

AN ACT to protect the environment and natural resources of the state; to codify, revise, consolidate, and
classify laws relating to the environment and natural resources of the state; to regulate the discharge of certain
substances into the environment; to regulate the use of certain lands, waters, and other natural resources of the
state; to protect the people's right to hunt and fish; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local
agencies and officials; to provide for certain charges, fees, assessments, and donations; to provide certain
appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 434, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1996;¾Am. 2005, Act 116, Imd. Eff. Sept. 22,
2005;¾Am. 2013, Act 22, Imd. Eff. May 8, 2013.

Compiler's note: Act 160 of 2004, which was approved by the governor and filed with the secretary of state on June 18, 2004,
provided for the amendment of Act 451 of 1994 by amending Sec. 40103 and adding Sec. 40110a. The amended and added sections were
effective June 18, 2004. On March 28, 2005, a petition seeking a referendum on Act 160 of 2004 was filed with the Secretary of State.
Const 1963, art 2, sec 9, provides that no law as to which the power of referendum properly has been invoked shall be effective thereafter
unless approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon at the next general election. A referendum on Act 160 of 2004 was presented
to the electors at the November 2006 general election as Proposal 06-3, which read as follows:

"PROPOSAL 06-3
"A REFERENDUM ON PUBLIC ACT 160 OF 2004 — AN ACT TO ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HUNTING

SEASON FOR MOURNING DOVES
"Public Act 160 of 2004 would:
"Authorize the Natural Resources Commission to establish a hunting season for mourning doves.
"Require a mourning dove hunter to have a small game license and a $2.00 mourning dove stamp.
"Stipulate that revenue from the stamp must be split evenly between the Game and Fish Protection Fund and the Fish and Wildlife

Trust Fund.
"Require the Department of Natural Resources to address responsible mourning dove hunting; management practices for the

propagation of mourning doves; and participation in mourning dove hunting by youth, the elderly and the disabled in the Department’s
annual hunting guide.

"Should this law be approved?
"Yes [ ]
"No [ ]"
Act 160 of 2004 was rejected by a majority of the electors voting thereon at the November 2006 general election.
For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources to department of natural resources and environment, and

abolishment of department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

ARTICLE I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

PART 1
SHORT TITLE AND SAVINGS CLAUSES

324.101 Short title.
Sec. 101. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “natural resources and environmental protection

act”.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources and environment to department of natural
resources, see E.R.O. No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.102 Repeal of statute; effect.
Sec. 102. The repeal of any statute by this act does not relinquish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability,

whether criminal or civil in nature, and such statute shall be treated as still remaining in force as necessary for
the purpose of instituting or sustaining any proper action or prosecution for the enforcement of the penalty,
forfeiture, or liability.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.
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(g) "Municipality" means a city, village, or township.
(h) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or other legal

entity.
(i) "Public domain" means all land owned by this state or land deeded to this state under state law.
(j) "Rule" means a rule promulgated pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306,

MCL 24.201 to 24.328.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;¾Am. 2018, Act 240, Eff. Sept. 25, 2018.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 5
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

324.501 Department of natural resources; creation; powers and duties; commission of
natural resources; creation; powers; appointment, qualifications, and terms of members;
vacancy; removal; meetings; secretary; chairperson; quorum; conducting business at
public meeting; notice; appointment and employment of director; appointment of deputy
director, assistants, and employees; powers and duties of persons delegated decision
making authority; vacancy in office of director; compensation and expenses; offices and
equipment; oath.
Sec. 501. (1) A department of natural resources for this state is created which shall possess the powers and

perform the duties granted and imposed by this act and as otherwise provided by law.
(2) The commission of natural resources is created as the head of the department of natural resources and

may establish general policies related to natural resources management and environmental protection for the
guidance of the director. In addition, the commission has appellate authority as provided in section 1101. The
commission shall be composed of 7 members, not more than 4 of whom shall be members of the same
political party, appointed by the governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. A member of the
commission shall be selected with special reference to that person's training and experience related to at least
1 of the principal lines of activities vested in the department of natural resources and the ability and fitness of
that person to deal with those activities. The term of office of each member of the commission shall be 4
years. The governor shall fill a vacancy occurring in the membership of the commission and may remove a
member of the commission for cause after a hearing. Each member of the commission shall hold office until
the appointment and qualification of that member's successor.

(3) The commission, within 30 days after having qualified and annually after that time, shall meet at its
office in Lansing and organize by appointing a secretary, who need not be a member of the commission. The
governor shall appoint a chairperson of the commission from among its members, who shall serve as
chairperson at the pleasure of the governor. Four members of the commission constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. The business which the commission may perform shall be conducted at a public
meeting of the commission held in compliance with the open meetings act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of
1976, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Public notice of the time, date, and
place of the meeting shall be given in the manner required by Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976. A
meeting may be called by the chairperson and shall be called on request of a majority of the members of the
commission. A meeting may be held as often as necessary and at other places than the commissioners' offices
at Lansing. The commission shall meet at least once each month.

(4) The commission shall appoint and employ a director who shall continue in office at the pleasure of the
commission. The director shall appoint 1 or more deputy directors and other assistants and employees as are
necessary to implement this part and any other law of this state affecting the powers and duties of the
department of natural resources. A person to whom the director has lawfully delegated decision making
authority in writing may perform a duty or exercise a power conferred by law upon the department at the time
and to the extent the duty and power is delegated to that person by the director. When a vacancy in the office
of director occurs, or the director is unable to perform the director's duties or is absent from the state, the
powers and duties of the director as prescribed by law shall be imposed on and transferred to a deputy director
until the vacancy is filled or the director's inability or absence from the state ceases.
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and includes department contact information for persons who wish to comment on the report:
(a) Progress toward the goals set forth in the strategic plan pursuant to subsection (7)(c).
(b) Any proposed changes to the goals, including the rationale for the changes.
(c) The department's engagement and collaboration with local units of government.
(11) Subject to subsection (12), if land owned by this state and managed by the department, land owned by

the federal government, and land that is commercial forestland as defined in section 51101 constitute 40% or
more of the land in a county, the department shall not acquire land in that county if, not more than 60 days
after the department sent the notice of the proposed acquisition to the board under section 2165, the
department receives a copy of a resolution rejecting the proposed acquisition adopted by the following, as
applicable:

(a) If the land is located in a single township, the township board.
(b) If the land is located in 2 or more townships, the county board of commissioners.
(12) Subsection (11) does not apply to land described in subsection (4)(d).
(13) The department may accept funds, money, or grants for development of salmon and steelhead trout

fishing in this state from the government of the United States, or any of its departments or agencies, pursuant
to the anadromous fish conservation act, 16 USC 757a to 757f, and may use this money in accordance with
the terms and provisions of that act. However, the acceptance and use of federal funds does not commit state
funds and does not place an obligation upon the legislature to continue the purposes for which the funds are
made available.

(14) The department may appoint persons to serve as volunteers to assist the department in meeting its
responsibilities as provided in this part. Subject to the direction of the department, a volunteer may use
equipment and machinery necessary for the volunteer service, including, but not limited to, equipment and
machinery to improve wildlife habitat on state game areas.

(15) The department may lease lands owned or controlled by the department or may grant concessions on
lands owned or controlled by the department to any person for any purpose that the department determines to
be necessary to implement this part. The department shall grant each concession for a term of not more than 7
years based on extension, renegotiation, or competitive bidding. However, if the department determines that a
concession requires a capital investment in which reasonable financing or amortization necessitates a longer
term, the department may grant a concession for up to a 15-year term. A concession granted under this
subsection shall require, unless the department authorizes otherwise, that all buildings and equipment be
removed at the end of the concession's term. Any lease entered into under this subsection shall limit the
purposes for which the leased land is to be used and shall authorize the department to terminate the lease upon
a finding that the land is being used for purposes other than those permitted in the lease. Unless otherwise
provided by law, money received from a lease or a concession of tax reverted land shall be credited to the
fund providing financial support for the management of the leased land. Money received from a lease of any
other land shall be credited to the fund from which the land was purchased. However, money received from
program-related leases on these lands shall be credited to the fund providing financial support for the
management of the leased lands. For land managed by the forest management division of the department, that
fund is either the forest development fund established pursuant to section 50507 or the forest recreation
account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2005. For land
managed by the wildlife or fisheries division of the department, that fund is the game and fish protection
account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.

(16) When the department sells land, the deed may reserve all mineral, coal, oil, and gas rights to this state
only if the land is in production or is leased or permitted for production, or if the department determines that
the land has unusual or sensitive environmental features or that it is in the best interest of this state to reserve
those rights as determined by commission policy. However, the department shall not reserve the rights to
sand, gravel, clay, or other nonmetallic minerals. When the department sells land that contains subsurface
rights, the department shall include a deed restriction that restricts the subsurface rights from being severed
from the surface rights in the future. If the landowner severs the subsurface rights from the surface rights, the
subsurface rights revert to this state. The deed may reserve to this state the right of ingress and egress over
and across land along watercourses and streams. Whenever an exchange of land is made with the United
States government, a corporation, or an individual for the purpose of consolidating the state forest reserves,
the department may issue deeds without reserving to this state the mineral, coal, oil, and gas rights and the
rights of ingress and egress. The department may sell the limestone, sand, gravel, or other nonmetallic
minerals. However, the department shall not sell a mineral or nonmetallic mineral right if the sale would
violate part 353, part 637, or any other provision of law. The department may sell all reserved mineral, coal,
oil, and gas rights to such lands upon terms and conditions as the department considers proper and may sell
oil and gas rights as provided in part 610. The owner of those lands as shown by the records shall be given
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324.503b Divestment from terror act; compliance by state treasurer.
Sec. 503b. The state treasurer shall comply with the divestment from terror act in making investments

under this act.
History: Add. 2008, Act 236, Imd. Eff. July 17, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.504 Department of natural resources; rules for protection and preservation of lands and
property; copies to legislative committees; duties of department; applicability of
subsection (2) to commercial forestland; public access to certain land; written resolution
requesting removal of human-made barrier; expanding access to certain state land for
outdoor recreation; certain rules prohibited; orders; violation as civil infraction; fine.
Sec. 504. (1) The department shall promulgate rules to protect and preserve lands and other property under

its control from depredation, damage, or destruction or wrongful or improper use or occupancy. Not more
than 10 days after promulgating a rule under this subsection, the department shall provide a copy of the rule to
the relevant legislative committees, as defined in section 503. Within 6 months after the effective date of a
rule promulgated under this subsection that limits the use of or access to more than 500 acres of state forest,
the department shall, if requested by the chair of a relevant legislative committee, provide testimony to the
committee on the implementation and effects of the rule.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the department shall do all of the following:
(a) Keep land under its control open to hunting unless the department determines that the land should be

closed to hunting because of public safety, fish or wildlife management, or homeland security concerns or as
otherwise required by law.

(b) Manage land under its control to support and promote hunting and fishing opportunities to the extent
authorized by law.

(c) Manage land under its control to prevent any net decrease in the acreage of such land that is open to
hunting.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to commercial forestland as defined in section 51101.
(4) The department is urged to promote public enjoyment of this state's wildlife and other natural resources

by providing public access to lands under the control of the department for outdoor recreation activities
dependent on natural resources, providing reasonable consideration for both motorized and nonmotorized
activities.

(5) If the department receives a written resolution from a recreational users organization or the legislative
body of a local unit of government requesting the removal of a berm, gate, or other human-made barrier on
land under the department's control, the department shall notify the requestor in writing within 60 days of 1 of
the following:

(a) That the barrier will be removed. In this case, the department shall remove the barrier within 180 days
after receiving the written request.

(b) The reasons the department believes the barrier should not be removed and the right of the recreational
users organization or local unit of government, within 21 days after the department sends the written notice, to
request in writing a public meeting on the matter. If the recreational users organization or local unit of
government requests a public meeting as provided in this subdivision, the department shall conduct a public
meeting within the city, village, or township where the barrier is located to explain the department's position
and receive comments on the proposed removal. After the meeting, and within 180 days after receiving the
request to remove the barrier, the department shall approve or deny the request and notify the requestor in
writing. If the request is denied, the notice shall include the reasons for denial. If the request is approved, the
department shall remove the barrier as follows:

(i) Unless subparagraph (ii) applies, within 180 days after the public meeting.
(ii) Within 30 days, if the recreational users organization or legislative body requesting the removal of the

barrier agrees with the department to remove the barrier under the department's oversight and at the
requestor's expense.

(c) That the department will not consider the request. The department is not required to consider the
request if, within the 3-year period preceding the receipt of the request, the department received another
request for removal of the barrier and acted or is acting on the request under subdivision (a) or (b). The notice
under this subdivision shall explain why the request is not being considered and specify the date after which
the department is required, if the barrier has not already been removed, to consider a new request.

(6) Upon request from a local unit of government, the department shall work with the local unit to allow
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(i) Article II or chapter 1 or 3 of article III.
(ii) The safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL 325.1001 to 325.1023.
(iii) Part 135 or 138 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.13501 to 333.13536 and 333.13801

to 333.13831.
(d) "Certified", in reference to a statement, means that the statement includes an attestation signed by an

authorized official of the facility that he or she has made reasonable inquiry into the basis for the statement
and that it is true and correct to the best of the official's knowledge and belief.

(e) "Clean corporate citizen" means a facility that has demonstrated environmental stewardship and a
strong environmental ethic by meeting the criteria in this part.

(f) "Department" means the department of environmental quality.
(g) "Director" means the director of the department or his or her designee.
(h) "Environmental management system" means the part of an overall management system that addresses

environmental concerns through allocating resources, assigning responsibilities, and evaluating practices,
procedures, and processes to achieve sound environmental performance.

(i) "Environmental policy" means a policy, signed by an authorized official of the facility, that does all of
the following:

(i) Articulates the facility's environmental mission and values.
(ii) Promotes pollution prevention.
(iii) Acknowledges the importance of communication with the public with respect to environmental issues.
(iv) Expresses the facility's commitment to comply with environmental laws.
(v) Emphasizes continuous environmental improvement.
(vi) Recognizes that every employee can contribute to environmental improvement.
(j) "Facility" means any of the following that is situated in this state and is subject to an applicable state

environmental requirement or applicable federal environmental requirement:
(i) A source as defined in section 5501.
(ii) A public institution.
(iii) A municipal facility.
(iv) A commercial, industrial, or other business establishment.
History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1403 Definitions; I to W.
Sec. 1403. As used in this part:
(a) "ISO 14001:2004" means the standard adopted by the international organization for standardization in

2004 to prescribe uniform requirements for the purpose of certification or registration of an environmental
management system.

(b) "Pollution prevention" means eliminating or minimizing the initial generation of waste at the source,
reuse of waste, or utilizing environmentally sound on-site or off-site recycling. Waste treatment, release, or
disposal is not pollution prevention.

(c) "RC 2008" means the responsible care program adopted by the American chemistry council in 2008 to
provide uniform requirements for the purpose of certification or registration of an environmental management
system.

(d) "Supplemental environmental project" means an environmentally beneficial project that an alleged
violator agrees to undertake in settlement of an enforcement action, but which the alleged violator is not
otherwise legally required to undertake.

(e) "Violation notice" means a written notice or formal enforcement action by the department, the United
States environmental protection agency, or the enforcing agency of a local unit of government in response to a
violation of an applicable environmental requirement. A voluntary disclosure made under part 148 does not
constitute a violation notice.

(f) "Waste" means any environmental pollutant, waste, discharge, or emission, regardless of how it is
regulated and regardless of whether it is released to the general environment or the workplace environment.

History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1405 Clean corporate citizen designation and benefits; qualifications; application.
Sec. 1405. To obtain a clean corporate citizen designation and the benefits described in section 1421, a

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 25 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



to 333.13831.
(f) The department shall conduct routine inspections of the facilty half as frequently as the inspections

would be conducted if the facility were not a clean corporate citizen.
(g) The department shall give the operator of the facility at least 72 hours' advance notice of any routine

inspection of the facility.
(h) Subject to subsection (2), the facility is not subject to a civil fine for a violation of applicable state

environmental requirements if all of the following conditions are met:
(i) The facility acted promptly to correct the violation after discovery.
(ii) The facility reported the violation to the department within 24 hours after the discovery or within any

shorter time period otherwise required by law.
(2) Subsection (1)(h) does not apply if 1 or more of the following are established by clear and convincing

evidence:
(a) The actions of the facility pose or posed a substantial endangerment to the public health, safety, or

welfare.
(b) The violation was intentional or occurred as the result of the operator's gross negligence.
History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1423 Termination of benefits.
Sec. 1423. Upon termination of a clean corporate citizen designation, all benefits provided to that facility

under section 1421 terminate.
History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1425 Availability of documents for inspection; purchase; website of facilities designated
as clean corporate citizens.
Sec. 1425. (1) The department shall maintain a copy of ISO 14001:2004 and RC 2008 available for

inspection at the department's headquarters in Lansing. Upon request, the department shall provide
information on how to purchase a copy of ISO 14001:2004 from the American national standards institute and
RC 2008 from the American chemistry council.

(2) The department shall maintain on its website a list of facilities currently designated as clean corporate
citizens.

History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451
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324.1427 Conflict with state law or federal law or regulation.
Sec. 1427. This part shall not be construed in a manner that conflicts with or authorizes any violation of

state law or federal regulation or law.
History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1429 Rescission of R 324.1501 to R 324.1511.
Sec. 1429. The clean corporate citizen program rules, R 324.1501 to 324.1511 of the Michigan

administrative code, are rescinded.
History: Add. 2012, Act 554, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451
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PART 15
ENFORCEMENT

324.1501 Conservation officers as peace officers; powers, privileges, prerogatives, and
immunities.
Sec. 1501. Conservation officers appointed by the department and trained and certified pursuant to the
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and administrative rules and regulations of the participating states as a condition precedent to the continuance
or issuance of any license to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.

(5) Violation of wildlife laws interferes with the management of wildlife resources and may endanger the
safety of persons and property.

(6) The mobility of many wildlife law violators necessitates the maintenance of channels of
communication among the various states.

(7) In most instances, a person who is cited for a wildlife violation in a state other than his home state:
(i) Is required to post collateral or a bond to secure appearance for a trial at a later date; or
(ii) Is taken into custody until the collateral or bond is posted; or
(iii) Is taken directly to court for an immediate appearance.
(8) The purpose of the enforcement practices set forth in paragraph (7) of this article is to ensure

compliance with the terms of a wildlife citation by the cited person who, if permitted to continue on his way
after receiving the citation, could return to his home state and disregard his duty under the terms of the
citation.

(9) In most instances, a person receiving a wildlife citation in his home state is permitted to accept the
citation from the officer at the scene of the violation and immediately continue on his way after agreeing or
being instructed to comply with the terms of the citation.

(10) The practices described in paragraph (7) of this article cause unnecessary inconvenience and, at times,
a hardship for the person who is unable at the time to post collateral, furnish a bond, stand trial, or pay a fine,
and thus is compelled to remain in custody until some alternative arrangement is made.

(11) The enforcement practices described in paragraph (7) of this article consume an undue amount of law
enforcement time.

(b) It is the policy of the participating states to:
(1) Promote compliance with the state statutes, state laws, state ordinances, state regulations, and state

administrative rules relating to management of wildlife resources in their respective states.
(2) Recognize the suspension of wildlife license privileges of any person whose license privileges have

been suspended by a participating state and treat such suspension as if it had occurred in their state.
(3) Allow a violator, except as provided in paragraph (b) of article III, to accept a wildlife citation and,

without delay, proceed on his way, whether or not a resident of the state in which the citation was issued,
provided that the violator's home state is party to this compact.

(4) Report to the appropriate participating state, as provided in the compact manual, any conviction
recorded against any person whose home state was not the issuing state.

(5) Allow the home state to recognize and treat convictions recorded against its residents, which
convictions occurred in a participating state, as though they had occurred in the home state.

(6) Extend cooperation to its fullest extent among the participating states for enforcing compliance with the
terms of a wildlife citation issued in one participating state to a resident of another participating state.

(7) Maximize effective use of law enforcement personnel and information.
(8) Assist court systems in the efficient disposition of wildlife violations.
(c) The purpose of this compact is to:
(1) Provide a means through which participating states may join in a reciprocal program to effectuate the

policies enumerated in paragraph (b) of this article in a uniform and orderly manner.
(2) Provide for the fair and impartial treatment of wildlife violators operating within participating states in

recognition of the violator's right to due process and the sovereign status of a participating state.
ARTICLE II

DEFINITIONS
As used in this compact, unless the context requires otherwise:
(a) “Citation” means any summons, complaint, summons and complaint, ticket, penalty assessment, or

other official document issued to a person by a wildlife officer or other peace officer for a wildlife violation
which contains an order requiring the person to respond.

(b) “Collateral” means any cash or other security deposited to secure an appearance for trial in connection
with the issuance by a wildlife officer or other peace officer of a citation for a wildlife violation.

(c) “Compliance” with respect to a citation means the act of answering a citation through an appearance in
a court or tribunal, or through the payment of fines, costs, and surcharges, if any.

(d) “Conviction” means a conviction, including any court conviction, for any offense related to the
preservation, protection, management, or restoration of wildlife which is prohibited by state statute, state law,
state regulation, state ordinance, or state administrative rule, and such conviction shall also include the
forfeiture of any bail, bond, or other security deposited to secure appearance by a person charged with having
committed any such offense, the payment of a penalty assessment, a plea of nolo contendere and the
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(c) The licensing authority of the home state shall maintain a record of actions taken and shall make reports
to issuing states as provided in the compact manual.

ARTICLE V
RECIPROCAL RECOGNITION OF SUSPENSION

(a) All participating states shall recognize the suspension of license privileges of any person by any
participating state as though the violation resulting in the suspension had occurred in their state and would
have been the basis for a mandatory suspension of license privileges in their state.

(b) Each participating state shall communicate suspension information to other participating states in the
form and with the content as contained in the compact manual.

ARTICLE VI
APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS

(a) Except as expressly required by provisions of this compact, nothing herein shall be construed to affect
the right of any participating state to apply any of its laws relating to license privileges to any person or
circumstance or to invalidate or prevent any agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a
participating state and a nonparticipating state concerning wildlife law enforcement.

ARTICLE VII
COMPACT ADMINISTRATOR PROCEDURES

(a) For the purpose of administering the provisions of this compact and to serve as a governing body for
the resolution of all matters relating to the operation of this compact, a board of compact administrators is
established. The board shall be composed of 1 representative from each of the participating states to be known
as the compact administrator. The compact administrator shall be appointed by the head of the licensing
authority of each participating state and shall serve and be subject to removal in accordance with the laws of
the state he represents. A compact administrator may provide for the discharge of his duties and the
performance of his functions as a board member by an alternate. An alternate shall not be entitled to serve
unless written notification of his identity has been given to the board.

(b) Each member of the board of compact administrators shall be entitled to 1 vote. No action of the board
shall be binding unless taken at a meeting at which a majority of the total number of the board's votes are cast
in favor thereof. Action by the board shall be only at a meeting at which a majority of the participating states
are represented.

(c) The board shall elect annually from its membership a chairman and vice-chairman.
(d) The board shall adopt bylaws not inconsistent with the provisions of this compact or the laws of a

participating state for the conduct of its business and shall have the power to amend and rescind its bylaws.
(e) The board may accept for any of its purposes and functions under this compact any and all donations

and grants of moneys, equipment, supplies, materials, and services, conditional or otherwise, from any state,
the United States, or any governmental agency, and may receive, utilize and dispose of the donations and
grants.

(f) The board may contract with, or accept services or personnel from, any governmental or
intergovernmental agency, individual, firm, or corporation, or any private nonprofit organization or
institution.

(g) The board shall formulate all necessary procedures and develop uniform forms and documents for
administering the provisions of this compact. All procedures and forms adopted pursuant to board action shall
be contained in a compact manual.

ARTICLE VIII
ENTRY INTO COMPACT AND WITHDRAWAL

(a) This compact shall become effective at such time as it is adopted in a substantially similar form by 2 or
more states.

(b) (1) Entry into the compact shall be made by resolution of ratification executed by the authorized
officials of the applying state and submitted to the chairman of the board.

(2) The resolution shall substantially be in the form and content as provided in the compact manual and
shall include the following:

(i) A citation of the authority from which the state is empowered to become a party to this compact;
(ii) An agreement of compliance with the terms and provisions of this compact; and
(iii) An agreement that compact entry is with all states participating in the compact and with all additional

states legally becoming a party to the compact.
(3) The effective date of entry shall be specified by the applying state but shall not be less than 60 days

after notice has been given, (a) by the chairman of the board of the compact administrators or (b) by the
secretariat of the board to each participating state, that the resolution from the applying state has been
received.
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History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1704 Granting of relief; administrative, licensing, or other proceedings; adjudication;
judicial review.
Sec. 1704. (1) The court may grant temporary and permanent equitable relief or may impose conditions on

the defendant that are required to protect the air, water, and other natural resources or the public trust in these
resources from pollution, impairment, or destruction.

(2) If administrative, licensing, or other proceedings are required or available to determine the legality of
the defendant's conduct, the court may direct the parties to seek relief in such proceedings. Proceedings
described in this subsection shall be conducted in accordance with and subject to the administrative
procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws. If the court directs parties to seek relief as provided in this section, the court may
grant temporary equitable relief if necessary for the protection of the air, water, and other natural resources or
the public trust in these resources from pollution, impairment, or destruction. In addition, the court retains
jurisdiction of the action pending completion of the action to determine whether adequate protection from
pollution, impairment, or destruction is afforded.

(3) Upon completion of proceedings described in this section, the court shall adjudicate the impact of the
defendant's conduct on the air, water, or other natural resources, and on the public trust in these resources, in
accordance with this part. In adjudicating an action, the court may order that additional evidence be taken to
the extent necessary to protect the rights recognized in this part.

(4) If judicial review of an administrative, licensing, or other proceeding is available, notwithstanding the
contrary provisions of Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969 pertaining to judicial review, the court
originally taking jurisdiction shall maintain jurisdiction for purposes of judicial review.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1705 Administrative, licensing, or other proceedings; intervenors; determinations;
doctrines applicable.
Sec. 1705. (1) If administrative, licensing, or other proceedings and judicial review of such proceedings are

available by law, the agency or the court may permit the attorney general or any other person to intervene as a
party on the filing of a pleading asserting that the proceeding or action for judicial review involves conduct
that has, or is likely to have, the effect of polluting, impairing, or destroying the air, water, or other natural
resources or the public trust in these resources.

(2) In administrative, licensing, or other proceedings, and in any judicial review of such a proceeding, the
alleged pollution, impairment, or destruction of the air, water, or other natural resources, or the public trust in
these resources, shall be determined, and conduct shall not be authorized or approved that has or is likely to
have such an effect if there is a feasible and prudent alternative consistent with the reasonable requirements of
the public health, safety, and welfare.

(3) The doctrines of collateral estoppel and res judicata may be applied by the court to prevent multiplicity
of suits.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1706 Part as supplement.
Sec. 1706. This part is supplementary to existing administrative and regulatory procedures provided by

law.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 18
UNIFORM TRANSBOUNDARY POLLUTION RECIPROCAL ACCESS

324.1801 “Reciprocating jurisdiction” defined.
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History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 134, Imd. Eff. Mar. 19, 1996;¾Am. 2002, Act 52, Eff. Sept.
21, 2002;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;¾Am. 2012, Act 619, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013;¾Am. 2018, Act 166, Imd. Eff. June 4,
2018;¾Am. 2018, Act 597, Eff. (pending).

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."
Enacting section 3 of Act 597 of 2018 provides:
"Enacting section 3. This amendatory act does not take effect unless Senate Joint Resolution O of the 99th Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.1903 THIS SECTION IS AMENDED EFFECTIVE IF THE CONDITION IN ENACTING 
SECTION 3 OF ACT 597 OF 2018 IS MET:  See 324.1903.amended ***** 

324.1903 Expenditures; applicability of MCL 324.2132a.
Sec. 1903. (1) Subject to the limitations of this part and of section 35 of article IX of the state constitution

of 1963, the interest and earnings of the trust fund in any 1 state fiscal year may be expended in subsequent
state fiscal years only for the following purposes:

(a) The acquisition of land or rights in land for recreational uses or protection of the land because of its
environmental importance or its scenic beauty.

(b) The development of public recreation facilities.
(c) The administration of the fund, including payments in lieu of taxes on state-owned land purchased

through the trust fund. The legislature shall make appropriations from the trust fund each state fiscal year to
make full payments in lieu of taxes on state-owned land purchased through the trust fund, as provided in
section 2154.

(2) An expenditure from the trust fund may be made in the form of a grant to a local unit of government or
public authority, subject to all of the following conditions:

(a) The grant is used for the purposes described in subsection (1).
(b) The grant is matched by the local unit or public authority with at least 25% of the total cost of the

project.
(3) Not less than 25% of the total amounts made available for expenditure from the trust fund from any

state fiscal year shall be expended for acquisition of land and rights in land, and not more than 25% of the
total amounts made available for expenditure from the trust fund from any state fiscal year shall be expended
for development of public recreation facilities.

(4) If property that was acquired with money from the trust fund is subsequently sold or transferred by this
state to a nongovernmental entity, this state shall forward to the state treasurer for deposit into the trust fund
an amount of money equal to the following:

(a) If the property was acquired solely with trust fund money, the greatest of the following:
(i) The net proceeds of the sale.
(ii) The fair market value of the property at the time of the sale or transfer.
(iii) The amount of money that was expended from the trust fund to acquire the property.
(b) If the property was acquired with a combination of trust fund money and other restricted funding

sources governed by federal or state law, an amount equal to the percentage of the funds contributed by the
trust fund for the acquisition of the property multiplied by the greatest of the amounts under subdivision (a)(i),
(ii), and (iii).

(5) This part is subject to section 2132a.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 52, Eff. Sept. 21, 2002;¾Am. 2011, Act 117, Imd. Eff. July

20, 2011;¾Am. 2018, Act 166, Imd. Eff. June 4, 2018;¾Am. 2018, Act 238, Eff. Sept. 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.1903.amended  THIS AMENDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE IF THE CONDITION IN ENACTING
 SECTION 3 OF ACT 597 OF 2018 IS MET ***** 

324.1903.amended Expenditures; applicability of MCL 324.2132a.
Sec. 1903. (1) Subject to the limitations of this part and of section 35 of article IX of the state constitution

of 1963, the interest and earnings of the trust fund in any 1 state fiscal year may be expended in subsequent
state fiscal years only for the following purposes:

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 45 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



Sec. 1904. Until the Michigan state parks endowment fund reaches an accumulated principal of
$800,000,000.00, the amount accumulated in the trust fund shall not exceed $500,000,000.00, exclusive of
interest and earnings and amounts authorized for expenditure under this part. Any amount of money that
would be a part of the trust fund but for the limitation stated in this section shall be deposited in the Michigan
state parks endowment fund created in section 74119, until the Michigan state parks endowment fund reaches
an accumulated principal of $800,000,000.00. After the Michigan state parks endowment fund reaches an
accumulated principal of $800,000,000.00, the accumulated principal limit for the trust fund provided in this
section no longer applies and the revenues from bonuses, rentals, delayed rentals, and royalties described in
section 1902 shall be deposited into the trust fund for expenditure as provided in this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 52, Eff. Sept. 21, 2002;¾Am. 2018, Act 597, Eff. (pending).

Compiler's note: Enacting section 3 of Act 597 of 2018 provides:
"Enacting section 3. This amendatory act does not take effect unless Senate Joint Resolution O of the 99th Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1905 Michigan natural resources trust fund board; establishment; powers and duties of
transferred agency; cooperation, aid, offices, and equipment; appointment and terms of
members; removal; vacancies; expenses; compensation.
Sec. 1905. (1) The Michigan natural resources trust fund board is established within the department. The

board shall have the powers and duties of an agency transferred under a type I transfer pursuant to section 3 of
the executive organization act of 1965, 1965 PA 380, MCL 16.103. The board shall be administered under the
supervision department and the department shall offer its cooperation and aid to the board and shall provide
suitable offices and equipment for the board.

(2) The board shall consist of 5 members. The members shall include the director or a member of the
commission as determined by the commission, and 4 residents of the state to be appointed by the governor
with the advice and consent of the senate.

(3) The terms of the appointive members shall be 4 years, except that of those first appointed, 1 shall be
appointed for 1 year, 1 shall be appointed for 2 years, 1 shall be appointed for 3 years, and 1 shall be
appointed for 4 years.

(4) The appointive members may be removed by the governor for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or
malfeasance in office.

(5) Vacancies on the board shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original
appointments.

(6) The board may incur expenses necessary to carry out its powers and duties under this part and shall
compensate its members for actual expenses incurred in carrying out their official duties.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 619, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of Michigan natural resources trust fund board from department of natural
resources to department of natural resources and environment, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.

For transfer of Michigan natural resources trust fund board from department of natural resources and environment to department of
natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.1906 Board; election of chairperson; administrative procedures; conducting business at
public meeting; notice; meetings of board; availability of writings to public; reports.
Sec. 1906. (1) The board shall elect a chairperson and establish its administrative procedures. The business

which the board may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the board held in compliance with the
open meetings act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws. Public notice of the time, date, and place of the meeting shall be given in the manner
required by Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976. The board shall meet not less than bimonthly and shall
record its proceedings. A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the board in the
performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the freedom of
information act, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

(2) Before January 16 of each year, the board shall report to the governor and to the legislature detailing
the operations of the board for the preceding 1-year period. The board shall also make special reports as
requested by the governor or the legislature.
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***** 324.1907.amended  THIS AMENDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE IF THE CONDITION IN ENACTING
 SECTION 3 OF ACT 597 OF 2018 IS MET ***** 

324.1907.amended List of lands, rights in land, and public recreation facilities to be acquired
or developed; estimates of total costs; guidelines; legislative approval; "qualified
conservation organization" defined.
Sec. 1907. (1) The board shall determine which lands and rights in land within this state should be acquired

for recreational uses or protection of land because of its environmental importance or its scenic beauty and
which public recreation facilities should be developed, renovated, and redeveloped with money from the trust
fund and shall submit to the legislature in January of each year a list of those lands and rights in land and
those public recreation facilities that the board has determined should be acquired or developed, renovated,
and redeveloped with trust fund money, compiled in order of priority. The list prepared under this subsection
shall be based upon the accounting of revenues available for expenditure as described in the report prepared
under section 1902(4) and upon consideration of any consensus recommendation submitted under subsection
(2) that is consistent with section 35 of article 9 of the state constitution of 1963.

(2) By December 1 of each year, the governor or his or her designee, the state treasurer or his or her
designee, the senate majority leader or his or her designee, and the speaker of the house of representatives or
his or her designee, and 1 member of the board selected by the board, shall meet and develop a consensus
recommendation to be submitted to the board on the amount of money that should be made available to fund
each of the following:

(a) Acquisitions under section 1903(1)(a).
(b) Development, renovation, and redevelopment projects under section 1903(1)(b).
(c) Administration of the trust fund under section 1903(1)(c).
(d) If there is additional money available after funding recommendations are made for subdivisions (a), (b),

and (c), an amount that should be retained by the trust fund to mitigate potential future investment return
fluctuations.

(3) In preparing the list under subsection (1), the board shall do all of the following:
(a) Give a preference to the following:
(i) A project or acquisition that is located within a city, village, township, or county that has adopted a

resolution in support of the project or acquisition.
(ii) The acquisition of land and rights in land for recreational trails that intersect the downtown areas of

cities and villages.
(b) Identify each parcel of land that is recommended for acquisition by legal description and include the

estimated cost of acquisition and assessed value.
(c) Provide a scoring of each parcel of land recommended for acquisition individually.
(d) Give consideration to an acquisition that meets either or both of the following:
(i) Is located within a county that contains 50% or more privately owned land.
(ii) Allows motorized recreational use.
(4) In preparing the list of lands to be acquired or developed under subsection (1), the following apply:
(a) The board shall not include an acquisition of land or rights in land on the list if the board determines

that the seller was harassed, intimidated, or coerced into selling his or her land or rights in land by the
department, a local unit of government, or a qualified conservation organization.

(b) A project or acquisition may be named in honor or memory of an individual or organization.
(5) The list prepared under subsection (1) shall be accompanied by estimates of total costs for the proposed

acquisitions and developments.
(6) The board shall supply with the lists prepared under subsection (1) a statement of the guidelines used in

listing and assigning the priority of these proposed acquisitions and developments, renovations, and
redevelopments.

(7) The legislature shall approve by law the lands and rights in land to be acquired and the public
recreation facilities to be developed, renovated, or redeveloped each year with money from the trust fund.

(8) As used in this section, "qualified conservation organization" means that term as it is defined in section
7o of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.7o.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2008, Act 229, Imd. Eff. July 17, 2008;¾Am. 2012, Act 619, Imd. Eff.
Jan. 9, 2013;¾Am. 2018, Act 166, Imd. Eff. June 4, 2018;¾Am. 2018, Act 597, Eff. (pending).

Compiler's note: Enacting section 3 of Act 597 of 2018 provides:
"Enacting section 3. This amendatory act does not take effect unless Senate Joint Resolution O of the 99th Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451
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(3) Money in the state park improvement account shall be expended, upon appropriation, only as provided
in section 2045 and part 741 and for the administration of the state park improvement account.

(4) Money in the state park improvement account may be expended pursuant to subsection (3) for grants to
state colleges and universities to implement programs funded by the state park improvement account.

History: Add. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;¾Am. 2010, Act 32, Eff. Oct. 1, 2010.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides: "Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect
unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of
article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2035 Waterways account.
Sec. 2035. (1) The waterways account is established as an account within the legacy fund.
(2) The waterways account shall consist of both of the following:
(a) All money in the Michigan state waterways fund, formerly created in section 78110, the Michigan

harbor development fund, formerly created in section 78110, and the marine safety fund, formerly created in
section 80115, immediately prior to the effective date of the amendatory act that added this section, which
money is hereby transferred to the waterways account.

(b) Revenue from the following sources:
(i) All revenue generated from watercraft registration fees assessed on the ownership or operation of

watercraft in the state, of which not less than 49% shall be provided for law enforcement and education.
(ii) All revenues derived from fees charged for the moorage of watercraft at state-operated mooring

facilities.
(iii) All revenues derived from fees charged for the use of state-operated public access sites.
(iv) Transfers from the recreation improvement account.
(v) All tax revenue derived from the sale of diesel fuel in this state that is used to generate power for the

operation or propulsion of vessels on the waterways of this state.
(vi) Other revenues as authorized by law.
(3) Money in the waterways account shall be expended, upon appropriation, only as provided in parts 445,

781, 791, and 801 and for the administration of the waterways account, which may include payments in lieu
of taxes on state owned lands purchased through the waterways account or through the former Michigan state
waterways fund.

History: Add. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;¾Am. 2012, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides: "Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect
unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of
article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2045 Recreation passport fee revenue.
Sec. 2045. (1) The department shall distribute recreation passport fee revenue as follows:
(a) First, for necessary expenses incurred by the secretary of state each state fiscal year in administration

and implementation of section 805 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.805. Funds
appropriated for necessary expenses shall be based upon an established cost allocation methodology that
reflects actual costs. Appropriations under this subdivision in a state fiscal year shall not exceed
$1,000,000.00.

(b) The next $10,700,000.00 received each fiscal year shall be deposited in the state park improvement
account.

(c) The next $1,030,000.00 received each fiscal year shall be deposited in the waterways account.
(d) The remaining revenue shall be deposited as follows:
(i) 50% in the state park improvement account to be used for capital improvements at state parks, including

state recreation areas.
(ii) 30% in the state park improvement account to be used for operations and maintenance at state parks,

including state recreation areas.
(iii) 2.75% in the state park improvement account to be used for operations, maintenance, and capital

improvements of state park cultural and historic resources.
(iv) 0.25% in the state park improvement account to be used to do all of the following:
(A) Promote, in concert with other state agencies, the use of state parks, state-operated public boating
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DELINQUENT TAXES ON PART-PAID LANDS

324.2103 Unpaid tax list; lands patented after assessment; preparation; supervisors to
reassess; collection; return.
Sec. 2103. (1) On October 1 of each year, the department shall prepare lists showing the descriptions of

lands upon which taxes have been assessed for the current year while the lands were part-paid, but which had
been patented by the state, and upon which taxes have not been paid, and shall forward the lists to the
supervisor of the township where the lands are located.

(2) The supervisor of the township receiving a list described in subsection (1) shall reassess the taxes
reported in the list for the same land.

(3) The township treasurer shall collect and return the taxes in the same manner as provided for the
collection and return of other taxes.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 3
EXCHANGE OF STATE LANDS

324.2104 Exchange of lands; authorization; refund of application fee; approval or denial of
application; application fee.
Sec. 2104. (1) Any of the lands under the control of the department, the title to which is in this state, and

which may be sold and conveyed may be exchanged for lands of equal area or approximately equal value
belonging to the United States or owned by private individuals if it is in the interest of this state to do so.

(2) If the department charged an application fee for a proposed sale of land under this section and the state
land proposed for sale is instead sold to another party within 3 years after the date a completed application
was received by the department from the prior applicant, the department shall refund the application fee in
full to the prior applicant if the prior applicant has informed the department of his or her current address.

(3) Effective 60 days after the department receives an application from a private individual to exchange
that individual's land for surplus state land, the application shall be considered to be complete unless the
department proceeds as provided under subsection (4).

(4) If, before the expiration of the 60-day period under subsection (3), the department notifies the
applicant, in writing, that the application is not complete, specifying the information necessary to make the
application complete, or that the fee required under subsection (6) has not been paid, specifying the amount
due, the running of the 60-day period under subsection (3) is tolled until the applicant submits to the
department the specified information or fee amount due, at which time the application shall be considered to
be complete.

(5) Within 180 days after the application is complete, or a later date agreed to by the applicant and the
department, the department shall approve or deny the application and notify the applicant in writing. If the
department denies the application, the notice shall set forth the specific reasons for the denial.

(6) The department shall charge a fee for an application for the exchange of state land. The fee shall be
$300.00 plus, if the state land is more than 300 acres in size, the actual reasonable cost of processing the
application.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Mar. 18, 1998;¾Am. 2018, Act 238, Eff. Sept.
25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2105 Exchange of lands with United States; description; maintenance; conveyance;
validity.
Sec. 2105. If the department determines that it is in the best interests of the state to relinquish or convey to

the United States under the laws of the United States any part or portion of the lands described in section 2104
in exchange for other lands of equal area or approximately equal value to be selected by the department from
the unappropriated public lands in this state that belong to the United States and that may be relinquished or
conveyed to the state by the United States under the laws of the United States, the department shall maintain a
description of the lands belonging to the state that are to be relinquished or conveyed to the United States,
and, upon making arrangements with the proper authorities of the United States, the department shall execute
the proper conveyance to the United States of the lands to be relinquished or conveyed. This conveyance shall
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of tax homestead lands, and these copies of deeds issued and deeds which may hereafter be issued are legal
records. These legal records, or a transcript of the records, duly certified by the department or other officer
having custody of the records, may be read in evidence in all courts of this state, with the same force and
effect as the original tax homestead deed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2110 Tax homestead lands; record of copy of deed.
Sec. 2110. The registers of deeds in the several counties of this state shall receive and record all copies of

tax homestead deeds, duly certified to by the department or other officer having the custody of the records,
and the record of the certified copy has the same force and effect as the record of the original deed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2111 Records; certified copy; fee; recording conditions; perjury.
Sec. 2111. The department or other officer having charge of the records described in this subpart shall,

upon application from any person, make a certified copy of any tax homestead deed, as provided in this
subpart, upon the payment by the applicant of $1.50 for each certified copy. As a condition precedent to the
recording of a copy of the deed, there shall be attached to the certified copy a sworn statement of the grantee
named in the deed, or his or her assign, heir, trustee, or grantee, that the original deed has been lost or is not
available for record, and any person swearing falsely under this subpart is subject to the penalties of perjury.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 6
SALE AND RECLAMATION OF SWAMP LANDS

324.2120 Swamp lands; adoption of notes of surveys on file; sale; restrictions; procurement
of records.
Sec. 2120. (1) The department shall adopt the notes of the surveys on file in the surveyor general's office as

the basis upon which they will receive the swamp lands granted to the state by an act of congress of
September 28, 1850.

(2) Swamp lands described in subsection (1) shall only be sold in the same legal subdivisions in which they
are received by the state, and none of the lands are subject to private entry until the lands have been offered
for sale at public auction as provided in former Act No. 187 of the Public Acts of 1851.

(3) The department may procure all necessary books, maps, or plats of swamp lands as required for the
speedy and systematic transaction of the business of the department, and all proper charges for the books,
maps, or plats shall be paid out of funds received from the sale of lands under former Act No. 187 of the
Public Acts of 1851.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2120a Conveyance of certain land in Calhoun County; legislative findings; identification
of current de facto owner; reimbursement for expenses; conveyance to adjacent de facto
owner; legal description as approximate; legal effect of interest, right, or obligation; cause
of action not created; quitclaim deed; "de facto owner" defined.
Sec. 2120a. (1) This section applies and sections 2120 and 2121 do not apply to the receipt of the

following lands by patent or otherwise from the United States or to the conveyance of those lands by the
department as provided in this section:

Property located in Clarence Township, Calhoun County, Township 1 South, Range 4 West, Michigan
Meridian:

(a) Government lots 1 to 10 in section 23.
(b) Government lots 1 to 3 in section 24.
(c) Government lot 1 in section 25.
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recorded with the register of deeds in the county in which the land is located to be effective against a bona
fide purchaser for value without actual notice.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2142 Historic preservation easement; enforcement; recordation.
Sec. 2142. A historic preservation easement granted to a governmental entity or to a charitable or

educational association, corporation, trust, or other legal entity whose purposes include the preservation or
restoration of structures or sites described in section 2140(b) is enforceable against the owner of the structure
or site subject to the easement despite a lack of privity of estate or contract, a lack of benefit running to the
particular structure or site, or the fact that the benefit may be assigned to another governmental entity or legal
entity whose purposes include the preservation or restoration of structures or sites described in section
2140(b), including a historic preservation easement executed before March 31, 1981. The easement shall be
recorded with the register of deeds in the county in which the land is located to be effective against a bona
fide purchaser for value without actual notice.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2143 Enforceability of restriction, easement, covenant, or condition.
Sec. 2143. This subpart does not render unenforceable a restriction, easement, covenant, or condition that

does not have the benefit of this subpart.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2144 Conservation easement or historic preservation easement as interest in real estate;
document creating easement as conveyance; recordation; enforcement; assignment.
Sec. 2144. (1) A conservation easement or historic preservation easement is an interest in real estate, and a

document creating 1 of those easements shall be considered a conveyance of real estate and shall be recorded
in accord with Act No. 103 of the Public Acts of 1937, being sections 565.201 to 565.203 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, in relation to the execution and recording of instruments. The easement shall be enforced
either by an action at law or by an injunction or other equitable proceedings.

(2) A conservation easement may be assigned to a governmental or other legal entity, which shall acquire
that interest in the same manner as the governmental entity or legal entity acquires an interest in land.

(3) A historic preservation easement may be assigned to a governmental or other legal entity whose
purposes include the preservation or restoration of structures or sites described in section 2140(b), and the
governmental or legal entity shall acquire that interest in the same manner as the governmental entity or legal
entity acquires an interest in land.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 12
ACQUISITION OF SURFACE LANDS FOR WATER QUALITY CONTROL

324.2145 Iron ore mining; public interest; acquisition of property; conditions.
Sec. 2145. The business of mining and beneficiating low-grade iron ore, as defined in Act No. 77 of the

Public Acts of 1951, being sections 211.621 to 211.626 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the business of
the beneficiating and agglomerating of underground iron ore as defined in Act No. 68 of the Public Acts of
1963, being sections 207.271 to 207.279 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are declared to be in the public
interest and necessary to the public welfare, and the acquisition of private property for development of an
adequate water supply, for development of the necessary storage, and for processing and treatment of liquid
and solid wastes or other nonmarketable products resulting from the business is declared to be for a public
purpose. The department may acquire by condemnation parcels of land that are needed for the establishment
of areas, settling ponds, and basins for the storage, processing, and treatment of the wastes or other products,
together with the necessary appurtenant canals, pipelines, power lines, sluiceways, roadways, dams, and
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county treasurer of the county. The department of treasury shall cause a warrant to be drawn payable to the
county for the amount indicated on the detailed statement of account.

(5) The county treasurer of each county shall immediately make a detailed statement of account between
the county and each township and school district in the county, distributing the amount received by the county
proportionally according to the number of acres of the lands located in each township and school district. For
disbursements made before December 1, 1994, the distribution shall be 40% to the county general fund, 40%
to the township general fund, and 20% to the school operating fund. For disbursements made after November
30, 1994, the distribution shall be 50% to the county general fund and 50% to the township general fund. The
county treasurer shall immediately issue his or her warrant to each of the units according to the detailed
statement of account.

(6) The tax on tax reverted, recreation, forest lands, or other lands under the control of the department on
which payments are made under this subpart shall be paid from the general fund. This state shall make
payment in full for the amount indicated in the statement of account prepared under subsection (4).

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997;¾Am. 2012, Act 603, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9,
2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2151 Tax on certain state lands; duty of department; record; warrant.
Sec. 2151. The department shall enter upon its records against each description of the land the amounts

provided by this subpart and shall certify the amounts to the department of treasury, which shall draw a
warrant on the state treasurer for those amounts, the tax on tax reverted, recreation, forest lands, or other lands
under the control of the department to be paid out of any money in the general fund not otherwise
appropriated. The amounts shall be forwarded by the department of treasury to the county treasurers.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 14
PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES ON CERTAIN STATE LANDS

324.2152 List of certain real property owned by state and controlled by department;
furnishing list to state tax commission.
Sec. 2152. For the purpose of this subpart, the department shall furnish the state tax commission with a list

of all real property owned by the state and controlled by the department that was or is acquired on or after
January 1, 1933 by purchase from the owner or owners of the real property and the Mason game farm,
showing all descriptions.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2153 Valuation of real property; report to assessing district; entering description upon
assessment rolls; exemption; "local taxing unit" defined; adjustment; valuation
established.
Sec. 2153. (1) For purposes of this subpart, the state tax commission shall determine the valuation of real

property described in section 2152 before February 1 of each year. The state tax commission shall determine
the valuation of real property as provided in subsection (7).

(2) Not later than February 15 of each year, the state tax commission shall make a report to the assessing
districts of this state in which the real property is located, giving a description of the real property in the
assessing district held by the state and the valuation as fixed by the state tax commission pursuant to
subsection (7).

(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (7), the state tax commission shall furnish a valuation to the
assessing officers that shall be at the same value as other real property is assessed in the assessment district. In
fixing the valuation, the state tax commission shall not include improvements made to or placed upon that real
property.

(4) Upon receipt of the valuation under subsection (3), the assessing officer shall enter upon the assessment
rolls of each municipality or assessing district the respective descriptions of the real property and the fixed
valuation and, except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), shall assess that real property for the purposes
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(A) Not more than 50% from restricted revenue sources of the department of natural resources.
(B) The remaining balance after the charge under sub-subparagraph (A), from the general fund.
(b) If the property for which payment is claimed was purchased with funds from the Michigan natural

resources trust fund, the payment shall be charged against the Michigan natural resources trust fund.
(3) Beginning 2013, this state shall make payment in full to all local assessing districts under this section.

Beginning 2014, if this state does not make payment in full to all local assessing districts, the delinquent
amount that this state failed to pay is subject to penalty and interest as for delinquent taxes under the general
property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to 211.155.

(4) As used in this section, "Michigan natural resources trust fund" means the Michigan natural resources
trust fund established in section 35 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963 and provided for in section
1902.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 513, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005;¾Am. 2010, Act 31, Imd. Eff.
Mar. 26, 2010;¾Am. 2011, Act 118, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2011;¾Am. 2012, Act 604, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013;¾Am. 2018, Act 239, Eff.
Sept. 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 15
PROTECTION OF STATE OWNED LANDS

324.2155 “Damages” defined.
Sec. 2155. As used in this subpart, “damages” means the fair market value on the stump or at the mill,

whichever is greater of a forest product cut or removed, or the fair and actual value of any other property
removed or damaged in trespass, plus any other damages caused before, during, or after the cutting or
removal.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2156 Removal of forest products or property from state owned land; accepting or
receiving property in violation of subsection (1).
Sec. 2156. (1) Unless a person has the written permission of the department or is acting as authorized in R

299.321 or R 299.331 of the Michigan administrative code, a person shall not enter upon, or induce or direct
any person to enter upon, any state owned land and cut, or induce or direct to be cut, or remove, or induce or
direct to be removed, any logs, posts, poles, ties, shrubs, or trees, or any other forest product. In addition, a
person shall not injure or remove, or induce or direct any other person to injure or remove, any buildings,
fences, improvements, sand, gravel, marl or other minerals, or other property belonging to or appertaining to
state owned land.

(2) A person shall not accept or receive by purchase or otherwise a forest product, improvement, or other
property unlawfully cut or removed, or both, knowing the property to have been unlawfully cut or removed,
or both, in violation of subsection (1).

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2157 Violation; penalties; determination of total value; prior convictions; prohibition.
Sec. 2157. (1) A person who violates section 2156 is guilty of a crime as follows:
(a) If the damages are less than $200.00, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by

imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $500.00, or 3 times the aggregate value of
the forest product, improvement, or property involved, whichever is greater, or both imprisonment and a fine.

(b) If any of the following apply, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for
not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $2,000.00 or 3 times the value of the forest product,
improvement, or property involved, whichever is greater, or both imprisonment and a fine:

(i) The value of the forest product, improvement, or property involved is $200.00 or more but less than
$1,000.00.

(ii) The person violates subdivision (a) and has 1 or more prior convictions for committing or attempting to
commit an offense under section 2156.

(c) If any of the following apply, the person is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more
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amount of the forfeiture or of each installment, or revoking the forfeiture or the unpaid portion of the
forfeiture, in whole or in part.

(6) A default in the payment of the forfeiture or an installment payment may be collected by any means
authorized for the enforcement of a judgment under chapter 60 of the revised judicature act of 1961, Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, being sections 600.6001 to 600.6098 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(7) A court receiving forfeiture damages shall remit the damages with an abstract or register of actions to
the department, which shall deposit the damages with the state treasurer, who shall deposit the damages in the
fund that was used to purchase the land on which the violation occurred.

(8) All money received by the disposal of seized property under this subpart shall be deposited with the
state treasurer, who shall deposit the money in the fund that was used to purchase the land on which the
violation occurred.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 16
CERTIFIED COPIES OF FIELD NOTES, MAPS, RECORDS, AND PAPERS

324.2160 Delivery of records as to land titles and surveys; certified copies admissible as
evidence.
Sec. 2160. Upon receipt of an application of any person, and payment by the applicant of the fees provided

for in this part, the department shall make and deliver to the applicant a true copy of any field notes, maps,
records, or papers possessed by the department appertaining to land titles or to the original surveys of any of
the lands in this state. Such a true copy, when certified to by the department under its seal, or the record
thereof when recorded in the office of the register of deeds of the proper county, may be admitted in evidence
in all courts and places in which the title or boundary of any land is in question, and shall have the same force
and effect, as evidence, as though chapter XXXVI, 5 Stat. 384, had named the department as the officer to
whom the surveyor general should deliver all the field notes, maps, records, and other papers appertaining to
land titles.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2161 Prices and charges; schedule.
Sec. 2161. The following schedule of prices and charges shall be observed by the department:
(a) For field and meander notes, per survey township, $8.00.
(b) For each official certificate with seal, $1.00.
(c) For township plats showing vacant state lands only, each, 25 cents.
(d) For township plats showing vacant state lands with streams, each, 50 cents.
(e) For copies of all records and papers that the department may be required to furnish by law, for each 100

words, 15 cents.
(f) For tax statements on each description of land, per year, 6 cents.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.2162 Disposition of fees.
Sec. 2162. The fees received for all services under this part shall be paid into the state treasury and credited

to the general fund.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 17
NOTICE

324.2165 Notice of disposition, acquisition, lease or development of land; requirements;
public meeting; exclusions; definitions.
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permittee; response activities.
Sec. 3109e. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision in this act or the rules promulgated under this act, the

department shall not establish or enforce a limitation for sodium or chloride in a groundwater discharge
permit that is more restrictive than the following:

(a) 400 milligrams of sodium per liter.
(b) 500 milligrams of chloride per liter.
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act or the rules promulgated under this act, the department

shall not establish or enforce a limitation for sodium or chloride in groundwater that is more restrictive than
the following:

(a) 230 milligrams of sodium per liter.
(b) 250 milligrams of chloride per liter.
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part or rules promulgated under this part, if a permittee

discharges sodium or chloride, or both, into groundwater that migrates off of the property on which the
discharge was made and that discharge directly causes the groundwater concentration of sodium or chloride,
or both, to exceed the levels provided under subsection (2), the permittee shall do all of the following:

(a) Initiate a sampling program approved by the department to monitor downgradient water supply wells
for the levels of sodium or chloride, or both, in the water supply.

(b) If the concentration of sodium in a downgradient water supply exceeds the level provided under
subsection (2), the permittee shall provide and maintain, for each affected downgradient water supply, free of
charge, a point-of-use treatment system approved by the department that will remove sodium from the water
supply so as to be in compliance with the level provided under subsection (2).

(c) If the concentration of chloride in a downgradient water supply exceeds the level provided under
subsection (2), provide to each affected water supply owner a notice of aesthetic impact with respect to
chloride levels.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, a permittee subject to the requirements of subsection
(3) that complies with the requirements of subsection (3) is not subject to response activities under part 201
with respect to a discharge of sodium or chloride, or both, that is in compliance with the discharge level under
subsection (1).

History: Add. 2013, Act 180, Imd. Eff. Nov. 26, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3110 Waste treatment facilities of industrial or commercial entity; exception;
examination and certification of supervisory personnel; training program; fees; failure to
pay fee; continuing education programs; reports; false statement; applicability of section.
Sec. 3110. (1) Each industrial or commercial entity, other than a concentrated animal feed operation, that

discharges liquid wastes into any surface water or groundwater or underground or on the ground other than
through a public sanitary sewer shall have waste treatment or control facilities under the specific supervision
and control of persons who have been certified by the department as properly qualified to operate the
facilities. The department shall examine all supervisory personnel having supervision and control of the
facilities, other than a concentrated animal feed operation, and certify that the persons are properly qualified
to operate or supervise the facilities.

(2) The department may conduct a program for training persons seeking to be certified as operators or
supervisors under subsection (1), section 4104, or section 9 of the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL
325.1009. Until October 1, 2021, the department may charge a fee based on the costs to the department of
operating this training program. The fees shall be deposited into the operator training and certification fund
created in section 3134.

(3) The department shall administer certification operator programs for persons seeking to be certified as
operators or supervisors under subsection (1), section 4104, or section 9 of the safe drinking water act, 1976
PA 399, MCL 325.1009. A person wishing to become certified as an operator or a supervisor shall submit an
application to the department containing information required by the department. Information submitted as
part of the application shall be considered part of the examination for certification. Until October 1, 2021, the
department may charge a certification examination fee and a certification renewal fee in accordance with the
following fee schedule:

(a) For certification examinations under subsection (1), the following fees apply:
(i) Industrial wastewater certification level 1 or 2 examination as described under subrule (2) of R

323.1253 of the Michigan Administrative Code, $35.00.
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event.
(4) A person responsible for a sewer system that may discharge untreated sewage or partially treated

sewage into the waters of the state shall annually contact each municipality whose jurisdiction contains waters
that may be affected by the discharge. If those contacted municipalities wish to be notified in the same
manner as provided in subsection (1), the person responsible for the sewer system shall provide that
notification.

(5) A person who is responsible for a discharge of untreated sewage or partially treated sewage from a
sewer system into the waters of the state shall comply with the requirements of its national pollutant discharge
elimination system permit or groundwater discharge permit and applicable state and federal statutes, rules,
and orders.

(6) This section does not authorize the discharge of untreated sewage or partially treated sewage into the
waters of the state or limit the state from bringing legal action as otherwise authorized by this part.

(7) The penalties and fines provided for in section 3115 apply to a violation of this section.
(8) For sewer systems that discharge to the groundwater via a subsurface disposal system, that do not have

a groundwater discharge permit issued by the department, and the discharge of untreated sewage or partially
treated sewage is not to surface waters, the person responsible for the sewer system shall notify the local
health department in accordance with subsection (1)(a) and (b), but the requirements of subsections (2), (3),
(4), and (5) do not apply.

(9) As used in this section:
(a) “Partially treated sewage” means any sewage, sewage and storm water, or sewage and wastewater,

from domestic or industrial sources that meets 1 or more of the following:
(i) Is not treated to national secondary treatment standards for wastewater or that is treated to a level less

than that required by the person's national pollutant discharge elimination system permit.
(ii) Is treated to a level less than that required by the person's groundwater discharge permit.
(iii) Is found on the ground surface.
(b) “Sewer system” means a public or privately owned sewer system designed and used to convey or treat

sanitary sewage or sanitary sewage and storm water. Sewer system does not include an on-site wastewater
treatment system serving 1 residential unit or duplex.

(c) “Surface water” means all of the following, but does not include drainage ways and ponds used solely
for wastewater conveyance, treatment, or control:

(i) The Great Lakes and their connecting waters.
(ii) Inland lakes.
(iii) Rivers.
(iv) Streams.
(v) Impoundments.
(vi) Open drains.
(vii) Other surface bodies of water.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Jan. 30, 1998;¾Am. 2000, Act 286, Imd. Eff. July 10,

2000;¾Am. 2004, Act 72, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3112b Discharge from combined sewer system; issuance or renewal of permit;
disconnection of eaves troughs and downspouts as condition; exception; “combined
sewer system” defined.
Sec. 3112b. (1) When a permit for a discharge from a combined sewer system is issued or renewed under

this part, the department shall require as a condition of the permit that eaves troughs and roof downspouts for
the collection of storm water throughout the tributary service area are not directly connected to the sewer
system. The department may allow the permittee up to 1 year to comply with this provision for residential
property and up to 5 years for commercial and industrial properties.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the permittee demonstrates to the satisfaction of the department that
the disconnection of downspouts and eaves troughs is not a cost-effective means of reducing the frequency or
duration of combined sewer overflows or of maintaining compliance with discharge requirements.

(3) As used in this section, “combined sewer system” means a sewer designed and used to convey both
storm water runoff and sanitary sewage, and which contains lawfully installed regulators and control devices
that allow for delivery of sanitary flow to treatment during dry weather periods and divert storm water and
sanitary sewage to surface waters during storm flow periods.
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History: Add. 1998, Act 4, Imd. Eff. Jan. 30, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3112c Discharges of untreated or partially treated sewage from sewer systems; list of
occurrences; “partially treated sewage” and “sewer system” defined.
Sec. 3112c. (1) The department shall compile and maintain a list of occurrences of discharges of untreated

or partially treated sewage from sewer systems onto land or into the waters of the state that have been
reported to the department or are otherwise known to the department. This list shall be made available on the
department's website on an ongoing basis. In addition, the department shall annually publish this list and
make it available to the general public. The list shall include all of the following:

(a) The entity responsible for the discharge.
(b) The waters or land area, or both, receiving the discharge.
(c) The volume and quality of the discharge.
(d) The time the discharge began and ended.
(e) A description of the actions the department has taken to address the discharge.
(f) Whether the entity responsible for the discharge is subject to a schedule of compliance approved by the

department.
(g) Any other information that the department considers relevant.
(2) As used in this section:
(a) “Partially treated sewage” means any sewage, sewage and storm water, or sewage and wastewater,

from domestic or industrial sources that is not treated to national secondary treatment standards for
wastewater or that is treated to a level less than that required by a national pollutant discharge elimination
system permit.

(b) “Sewer system” means a sewer system designed and used to convey sanitary sewage or storm water, or
both.

History: Add. 2000, Act 287, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3112e Permit not required; "beneficial use by-product" and "beneficial use 3" defined.
Sec. 3112e. (1) Notwithstanding sections 3112 and 3113, a permit is not required under this part for any of

the following:
(a) The use of a beneficial use by-product for beneficial use 3 in compliance with part 115.
(b) The storage of a beneficial use by-product in compliance with part 115.
(2) As used in subsection (1), "beneficial use by-product" and "beneficial use 3" mean those terms as

defined in section 11502.
History: Add. 2014, Act 178, Eff. Sept. 16, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3113 New or increased use of waters for sewage or other waste disposal purposes; filing
information; permit; conditions; complaint; petition; contested case hearing; rejection of
petition.
Sec. 3113. (1) A person who seeks a new or increased use of the waters of the state for sewage or other

waste disposal purposes shall file with the department an application setting forth the information required by
the department, including the nature of the enterprise or development contemplated, the amount of water
required to be used, its source, the proposed point of discharge of the wastes into the waters of the state, the
estimated amount to be discharged, and a statement setting forth the expected bacterial, physical, chemical,
and other known characteristics of the wastes.

(2) If a permit is granted, the department shall condition the permit upon such restrictions that the
department considers necessary to adequately guard against unlawful uses of the waters of the state as are set
forth in section 3109.

(3) If the permit or denial of a new or increased use is not acceptable to the permittee, the applicant, or any
other person, the permittee, the applicant, or other person may file a sworn petition with the department
setting forth the grounds and reasons for the complaint and asking for a contested case hearing on the matter
pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. A petition filed
more than 60 days after action on the permit application may be rejected by the department as being untimely.
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History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 91, Imd. Eff. Apr. 22, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3114 Enforcement of part; criminal complaint.
Sec. 3114. An employee of the department of natural resources or an employee of another governmental

agency appointed by the department may, with the concurrence of the department, enforce this part and may
make a criminal complaint against a person who violates this part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3115 Violations; civil or criminal liability; venue; jurisdiction; penalties; knowledge
attributable to defendant; lien; setoff.
Sec. 3115. (1) The department may request the attorney general to commence a civil action for appropriate

relief, including a permanent or temporary injunction, for a violation of this part or a provision of a permit or
order issued or rule promulgated under this part. An action under this subsection may be brought in the circuit
court for the county of Ingham or for the county in which the defendant is located, resides, or is doing
business. If requested by the defendant within 21 days after service of process, the court shall grant a change
of venue to the circuit court for the county of Ingham or for the county in which the alleged violation
occurred, is occurring, or, in the event of a threat of violation, will occur. The court has jurisdiction to restrain
the violation and to require compliance. In addition to any other relief granted under this subsection, the court,
except as otherwise provided in this subsection, shall impose a civil fine of not less than $2,500.00 and the
court may award reasonable attorney fees and costs to the prevailing party. However, all of the following
apply:

(a) The maximum fine imposed by the court shall be not more than $25,000.00 per day of violation.
(b) For a failure to report a release to the department or to the primary public safety answering point under

section 3111b(1), the court shall impose a civil fine of not more than $2,500.00.
(c) For a failure to report a release to the local health department under section 3111b(2), the court shall

impose a civil fine of not more than $500.00.
(2) A person who at the time of the violation knew or should have known that he or she discharged a

substance contrary to this part, or contrary to a permit or order issued or rule promulgated under this part, or
who intentionally makes a false statement, representation, or certification in an application for or form
pertaining to a permit or in a notice or report required by the terms and conditions of an issued permit, or who
intentionally renders inaccurate a monitoring device or record required to be maintained by the department, is
guilty of a felony and shall be fined not less than $2,500.00 or more than $25,000.00 for each violation. The
court may impose an additional fine of not more than $25,000.00 for each day during which the unlawful
discharge occurred. If the conviction is for a violation committed after a first conviction of the person under
this subsection, the court shall impose a fine of not less than $25,000.00 per day and not more than
$50,000.00 per day of violation. Upon conviction, in addition to a fine, the court in its discretion may
sentence the defendant to imprisonment for not more than 2 years or impose probation upon a person for a
violation of this part. With the exception of the issuance of criminal complaints, issuance of warrants, and the
holding of an arraignment, the circuit court for the county in which the violation occurred has exclusive
jurisdiction. However, the person shall not be subject to the penalties of this subsection if the discharge of the
effluent is in conformance with and obedient to a rule, order, or permit of the department. In addition to a
fine, the attorney general may file a civil suit in a court of competent jurisdiction to recover the full value of
the injuries done to the natural resources of the state and the costs of surveillance and enforcement by the state
resulting from the violation.

(3) Upon a finding by the court that the actions of a civil defendant pose or posed a substantial
endangerment to the public health, safety, or welfare, the court shall impose, in addition to the sanctions set
forth in subsection (1), a fine of not less than $500,000.00 and not more than $5,000,000.00.

(4) Upon a finding by the court that the actions of a criminal defendant pose or posed a substantial
endangerment to the public health, safety, or welfare, the court shall impose, in addition to the penalties set
forth in subsection (2), a fine of not less than $1,000,000.00 and, in addition to a fine, a sentence of 5 years'
imprisonment.

(5) To find a defendant civilly or criminally liable for substantial endangerment under subsection (3) or
(4), the court shall determine that the defendant knowingly or recklessly acted in such a manner as to cause a
danger of death or serious bodily injury and that either of the following occurred:
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324.3117 Supplemental construction.
Sec. 3117. This part is supplemental to and in addition to the drain code of 1956, Act No. 40 of the Public

Acts of 1956, being sections 280.1 to 280.630 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. This part does not amend or
repeal any law of the state relating to the public service commission, the department, and the department of
public health relating to waters and water structures, or any act or parts of acts not inconsistent with this part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3118 Stormwater discharge fees.
Sec. 3118. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, until October 1, 2019, the department shall

collect stormwater discharge fees from persons who apply for or have been issued stormwater discharge
permits as follows:

(a) A 1-time fee of $400.00 is required for a permit related solely to a site of construction activity for each
permitted site. The fee shall be submitted by the permit applicant with his or her application for an individual
permit or for a certificate of coverage under a general permit. For a permit by rule, the fee shall be submitted
by the construction site permittee along with his or her notice of coverage. A person needing more than 1
permit may submit a single payment for more than 1 permit and receive appropriate credit. Payment of the fee
under this subdivision or verification of prepayment is a necessary part of a valid permit application or notice
of coverage under a permit by rule.

(b) An annual fee of $260.00 is required for a permit related solely to a stormwater discharge associated
with industrial activity or from a commercial site for which the department determines a permit is needed.

(c) An annual fee of $500.00 is required for a permit for a municipal separate storm sewer system, unless
the permit is issued to a city, a village, a township, or a county or is a single permit authorization for
municipal separate storm sewer systems in multiple locations statewide.

(d) An annual fee for a permit for a municipal separate storm sewer system issued to a city, village, or
township shall be determined by its population in an urbanized area as defined by the United States Bureau of
the Census. The fee shall be based on the latest available decennial census as follows:

(i) For a population of 1,000 people or fewer, the annual fee is $500.00.
(ii) For a population of more than 1,000 people, but fewer than 3,001 people, the annual fee is $1,000.00.
(iii) For a population of more than 3,000 people, but fewer than 10,001 people, the annual fee is $2,000.00.
(iv) For a population of more than 10,000 people, but fewer than 30,001 people, the annual fee is

$3,000.00.
(v) For a population of more than 30,000 people, but fewer than 50,001 people, the annual fee is $4,000.00.
(vi) For a population of more than 50,000 people, but fewer than 75,001 people, the annual fee is

$5,000.00.
(vii) For a population of more than 75,000 people, but fewer than 100,001 people, the annual fee is

$6,000.00.
(viii) For a population of more than 100,000 people, the annual fee is $7,000.00.
(e) An annual fee of $3,000.00 is required for a permit for a municipal separate storm sewer system issued

to a county.
(f) An annual fee for a single municipal separate storm sewer systems permit authorizing a state or federal

agency to operate municipal separate storm sewer systems in multiple locations statewide shall be determined
in accordance with a memorandum of understanding between that state or federal agency and the department
and shall be based on the projected needs by the department to administer the permit.

(2) A stormwater discharge permit is not required for a municipality that does not own or operate a
separate storm sewer system. The department shall not collect stormwater discharge fees under this section
from a municipality that does not own or operate a separate storm sewer system.

(3) Permit fees required under this section are nonrefundable.
(4) A person possessing a permit not related solely to a site of construction activity as of January 1 shall be

assessed a fee. The department shall notify those persons of their fee assessments by February 1. Payment
shall be postmarked no later than March 15. Failure by the department to send a fee assessment notification
by the deadline, or failure of a person to receive a fee assessment notification, does not relieve that person of
his or her obligation to pay the fee. If the department does not meet the February deadline for sending the fee
assessment, the fee assessment is due not later than 45 days after the permittee receives a fee notification.

(5) If a stormwater permit is issued for a drainage district, the drainage district is responsible for the
applicable fee under this section.
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of coverage issued to the facility.
(i) "High-flow facility" means a facility that discharges 1 MGD or more.
(j) "Individual permit" means a permit developed for a particular facility, taking into account that facility's

specific characteristics.
(k) "Industrial or commercial facility" means a facility that is not a municipal facility.
(l) "Low-flow facility" means a facility that discharges less than 1 MGD.
(m) "MGD" means 1,000,000 gallons per day.
(n) "Municipal facility" means a facility that is designed to collect or treat sanitary wastewater, and is

either publicly or privately owned, and serves a residential area or a group of municipalities.
(o) "Wastewater stabilization lagoon" means a type of treatment system constructed of ponds or basins

designed to receive, hold, and treat sanitary wastewater for a predetermined amount of time through a
combination of physical, biological, and chemical processes.

History: Add. 2004, Act 91, Imd. Eff. Apr. 22, 2004;¾Am. 2009, Act 102, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2009;¾Am. 2011, Act 90, Imd. Eff.
July 15, 2011;¾Am. 2015, Act 82, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3121 National pollutant discharge elimination system fund.
Sec. 3121. (1) The national pollutant discharge elimination system fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The

state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and
earnings from fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The department shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, only to administer the national
pollutant discharge elimination system program under this part including, but not limited to, all of the
following:

(a) Water quality standards development and maintenance.
(b) Permit development and issuance.
(c) Maintenance of program data.
(d) Ambient water quality monitoring conducted to determine permit conditions and evaluate the

effectiveness of permit requirements.
(e) Activities conducted to determine a discharger's permit compliance status, including, but not limited to,

inspections, discharge monitoring, and review of submittals.
(f) Laboratory services.
(g) Enforcement.
(h) Program administration activities.
(5) By January 1, 2006 and by January 1 of each year thereafter, the department shall prepare and submit

to the governor, the legislature, the chairs of the standing committees of the senate and house of
representatives with primary responsibility for issues related to natural resources and the environment, and the
chairs of the subcommittees of the senate and house appropriations committees with primary responsibility
for appropriations to the department a report that details the departmental activities of the previous fiscal year
in administering the department's national pollutant discharge elimination system program that were funded
by the fund. This report shall include, at a minimum, all of the following as it relates to the department:

(a) The number of full-time equated positions performing each of the following functions:
(i) Permit issuance and development.
(ii) Compliance.
(iii) Enforcement.
(b) The number of permit applications received by the department in the preceding year, including

applications for new and increased uses and reissuances.
(c) The number of staff hours dedicated to each of the fee categories listed in section 3120.
(d) The number of permits issued for fee categories listed in section 3120.
(e) The number of permit applications denied.
(f) The number of permit applications withdrawn by the applicant.
(g) The percentage and number of permit applications that were reviewed for administrative completeness

within statutory time frames.
(h) The percentage and number of permit applications submitted to the department that were

administratively complete as received.
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3122 to all permit holders by January 15 of each year. Fees will be charged for all facilities authorized as of
December 15 of each calendar year. Payment shall be postmarked no later than March 1 of each year. Failure
by the department to send an invoice by the deadline, or failure of a person to receive an invoice, does not
relieve that person of his or her obligation to pay the annual groundwater discharge permit fee. If the
department does not meet the January 15 deadline for sending invoices, the annual groundwater discharge
permit fee is due not later than 45 days after receiving an invoice. The department shall forward money
collected pursuant to this section to the state treasurer for deposit into the groundwater discharge permit fund
established under section 3124.

(2) The department shall assess a penalty on all fee payments submitted under this section after the due
date. The penalty shall be an amount equal to 0.75% of the payment due for each month or portion of a month
the payment remains past due. Failure to timely pay a fee imposed by this section is a violation of this part
and is cause for revocation of a permit issued under this part and may subject the discharger to additional
penalties pursuant to section 3115.

(3) The attorney general may bring an action for the collection of the groundwater discharge permit fees
imposed under this section.

History: Add. 2004, Act 90, Imd. Eff. Apr. 22, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3124 Groundwater discharge permit fund.
Sec. 3124. (1) The groundwater discharge permit fund is created within the state treasury. The state

treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the groundwater discharge
permit fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the groundwater discharge permit fund.

(2) Money in the groundwater discharge permit fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the
groundwater discharge permit fund and shall not lapse to the general fund.

(3) The state treasurer shall credit to the groundwater discharge permit fund the interest and earnings from
groundwater discharge permit fund investments.

(4) The department shall expend money from the groundwater discharge permit fund, upon appropriation,
only to implement the department's groundwater discharge program under this part. However, in any state
fiscal year, the department shall not expend more than $2,000,000.00 of money from the fund.

(5) By March 1 annually, the department shall prepare and submit to the governor, the legislature, the chair
of the standing committees of the senate and house of representatives with primary responsibility for issues
related to natural resources and the environment, and the chairs of the subcommittees of the senate and house
appropriations committees with primary responsibility for appropriations to the department a report that
details the activities during the previous fiscal year in administering the department's groundwater discharge
program that were funded by the groundwater discharge permit fund. This report shall include, at a minimum,
all of the following as they relate to the department:

(a) The number of full-time equated positions performing groundwater permitting, compliance, and
enforcement activities.

(b) The number of applications received by the department, reported as the number of applications
determined to be administratively incomplete and the number determined to be administratively complete.

(c) The number of applications for groundwater permits determined to be administratively complete for
which a final action was taken by the department. The number of final actions shall be reported as the number
of applications approved, the number of applications denied, and the number of applications withdrawn by the
applicant.

(d) The percentage and number of applications determined to be administratively complete for which a
final decision was made within the statutory time frame.

(e) The number of inspections conducted at groundwater facilities.
(f) The number of violation letters sent.
(g) The number of contested case hearings and civil actions initiated and completed, the number of

voluntary consent orders and administrative orders entered or issued, and the amount of fines and penalties
collected through such actions or orders.

(h) For each enforcement action that includes a penalty, a description of what corrective actions were
required by the enforcement action.

(i) The number of groundwater complaints received, investigated, resolved, and not resolved by the
department.

(j) The amount of revenue in the groundwater discharge permit fund at the end of the fiscal year.
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(iii) "Exceptional quality".
(iv) "Generator".
(v) "Residuals management program".
(b) "Bulk derivative" means a derivative that is not sold or given away in a bag or other container for

application to a lawn or home garden.
History: Add. 1997, Act 29, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1997;¾Am. 2012, Act 563, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Compiler's note: In separate opinions, the Michigan Supreme Court held that Section 45(8), (9), (10), and (12) and the second
sentence of Section 46(1) (“An agency shall not file a rule ... until at least 10 days after the date of the certificate of approval by the
committee or after the legislature adopts a concurrent resolution approving the rule.”) of the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, in
providing for the Legislature's reservation of authority to approve or disapprove rules proposed by executive branch agencies, did not
comply with the enactment and presentment requirements of Const 1963, Art 4, and violated the separation of powers provision of Const
1963, Art 3, and, therefore, were unconstitutional. These specified portions were declared to be severable with the remaining portions
remaining effective. Blank v Department of Corrections, 462 Mich 103 (2000).

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3132 Sewage sludge generators and sewage sludge distributors; fees; report; sewage
sludge land application fund; local ordinance.
Sec. 3132. (1) Beginning in state fiscal year 1998, an annual sewage sludge land application fee is imposed

upon sewage sludge generators and sewage sludge distributors. The sewage sludge land application fee shall
be in an amount equal to the sum of an administrative fee and a generation fee. The administrative fee shall be
$400.00 and the department shall set the generation fee as provided by subsection (2). The department shall
set the generation fee so that the annual cumulative total of the sewage sludge land application fee to be paid
in a state fiscal year is, as nearly as possible, $650,000.00 minus the amount in the fund created under
subsection (5) carried forward from the prior state fiscal year. Starting with fees to be paid in state fiscal year
1999, the $650,000.00 amount shall be annually adjusted for inflation using the Detroit consumer price index.

(2) Each sewage sludge generator and sewage sludge distributor shall annually report to the department for
each state fiscal year, beginning with the 1997 state fiscal year, the number of dry tons of sewage sludge it
generated or the number of dry tons of sewage sludge in sewage sludge derivatives it distributed that were
applied to land in that state fiscal year. The report is due 30 days after the end of the state fiscal year. By
December 15 of each state fiscal year, the department shall determine the generation fee on a per dry ton basis
by dividing the cumulative generation fee by the number of dry tons of sewage sludge applied to land or in
sewage sludge derivatives applied to land in the immediately preceding state fiscal year. The department shall
notify each sewage sludge generator and sewage sludge distributor of the generation fee on a per dry ton
basis. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, for the 1998 state fiscal year, the generation fee
shall not exceed $4.00 per dry ton.

(3) By January 31 of each state fiscal year, each sewage sludge generator or sewage sludge distributor shall
pay its sewage sludge land application fee. The sewage sludge generator or sewage sludge distributor shall
determine the amount of its sewage sludge land application fee by multiplying the number of dry tons of
sewage sludge that it reported under subsection (2) by the generation fee and adding the administrative fee.

(4) The department of environmental quality shall assess interest on all fee payments submitted under this
section after the due date. The permittee shall pay an additional amount equal to 0.75% of the payment due
for each month or portion of a month the payment remains past due. The failure by a person to timely pay a
fee imposed by this section is a violation of this part.

(5) The sewage sludge land application fund is created in the state treasury. The department of
environmental quality shall forward all fees collected under this section to the state treasurer for deposit into
the fund. The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The
state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and
earnings from fund investments. An unexpended balance within the fund at the close of the state fiscal year
shall be carried forward to the following state fiscal year. The fund shall be allocated solely for the
administration of this section and sections 3131 and 3133, including, but not limited to, education of the
farmers, sewage sludge generators, sewage sludge distributors, and the general public about land application
of sewage sludge and sewage sludge derivatives and the requirements of this section and sections 3131 and
3133. The director of the department of environmental quality may contract with a nonprofit educational
organization to administer the educational components of this section. Ten percent of the fund shall be
allocated to the department of agriculture to provide persons involved in or affected by land application of
sewage sludge or sewage sludge derivatives with education and technical assistance relating to land
application of sewage sludge or sewage sludge derivatives.

(6) A local unit may enact, maintain, and enforce an ordinance that prohibits the land application of
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this state.
History: Add. 2004, Act 246, Eff. Oct. 1, 2004.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 333.3302, which pertained to nonresident license to use pound or trap net, fee, and violation, was
repealed by Act 27 of 1996, Imd. Eff. Feb. 26, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3303 Chemical treatment of waters for aquatic nuisance control; permit or certificate of
coverage required; exception; records; qualifications; authorization under part 31.
Sec. 3303. (1) Subject to subsections (2), (4), and (5), a person shall not chemically treat either of the

following for purposes of aquatic nuisance control unless the person has obtained from the department an
individual permit or a certificate of coverage under this part:

(a) Any waters of the state, if water is visibly present or contained in the area of impact at the time of
chemical treatment.

(b) The Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair if the area of impact is exposed bottomland located below the
ordinary high-water mark.

(2) Subject to subsections (3), (4), and (5), a person may chemically treat waters of the state for purposes
of aquatic nuisance control without obtaining from the department an individual permit or a certificate of
coverage if all of the following criteria are met:

(a) The waterbody does not have an outlet.
(b) There is no record of species on a list of endangered or threatened species referred to in part 365.
(c) The waterbody has a surface area of less than 10 acres.
(d) If the bottomlands of the waterbody are owned by more than 1 person, written permission for the

proposed chemical treatment is obtained from each owner.
(e) The person posts the area of impact in the manner provided in section 3310(d).
(3) A person conducting a chemical treatment authorized under subsection (2) shall maintain any written

permissions required under subsection (2) and records of treatment, including treatment date, chemicals
applied, amounts applied, and a map indicating the area of impact, for 1 year from the date of each chemical
treatment. The records shall be made available to the department upon request.

(4) A person shall not apply for a permit or certificate of coverage under subsection (1) or conduct a
chemical treatment described in this section unless the person is 1 or more of the following:

(a) An owner of bottomland within the proposed area of impact.
(b) A lake board established under part 309 for the affected waterbody.
(c) A state or local governmental entity.
(d) A person who has written authorization to act on behalf of a person described in subdivision (a), (b), or

(c).
(5) The chemical treatment of waters authorized pursuant to part 31 is not subject to this part.
History: Add. 2004, Act 246, Eff. Oct. 1, 2004.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.3303, which pertained to unlawful dumping into waters and molesting of nets, was repealed by
Act 27 of 1996, Imd. Eff. Feb. 26, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3304 Lake management plan as part of permit application; proposal for whole lake
evaluation treatment; placement of specific conditions in permit; scientific rationale for
permit denial.
Sec. 3304. (1) An applicant shall provide a lake management plan as part of an application for permit, if a

whole lake treatment is proposed.
(2) An applicant for a permit for a whole lake evaluation treatment may provide scientific evidence and

documentation that the use of a specific pesticide, application rate, or means of application will selectively
control an aquatic nuisance but not cause unacceptable impacts on native aquatic vegetation, other aquatic or
terrestrial life, or human health. Such evaluation treatments include the use of fluridone at rates in excess of 6
parts per billion. The department may place special conditions in a permit issued under this subsection to
require additional ambient monitoring to document possible adverse impacts on native aquatic vegetation or
other aquatic life. If the department denies the application, the department shall provide to the applicant the
scientific rationale for the denial, in writing.

History: Add. 2004, Act 246, Eff. Oct. 1, 2004.
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324.3310 Permit conditions.
Sec. 3310. As a condition of a permit under this part, the department may require the permittee to do any

of the following:
(a) Notify the department not less than 2 working days in advance of chemical treatment.
(b) Proceed with chemical treatment only if a department representative is present.
(c) Allow the department or its representative to collect a sample of the chemical or chemicals used before

or during any chemical treatment.
(d) Post the area of impact before chemical treatment with signs, as follows:
(i) Each sign shall be of a brilliant color and made of sturdy, weather-resistant material. Each sign shall be

at least 8-1/2 by 11 inches and shall be attached to a supporting device with the bottom of the sign at least 12
inches above the ground surface.

(ii) Signs shall be posted in the following locations:
(A) Subject to sub-subparagraph (C), along the shoreline of the area of impact not more than 100 feet

apart. Signs shall also be posted in riparian lands adjacent to that portion of the shoreline.
(B) Subject to sub-subparagraph (C), for an area of impact of 2 or more acres, at all access sites, boat

launching areas, and private and public parks located on the waterbody in conspicuous locations, such as at
the entrances, boat ramps, and bulletin boards, if permitted by managers or owners. If the access sites,
launching areas, and parks are not to be treated or are not adjacent to the area of impact, then the signs shall
clearly indicate the location of the area of impact.

(C) At alternative posting locations approved by the department upon a determination that the locations
where signs are otherwise required to be posted are impractical or unfeasible. The department's determination
shall be based on a written request from the applicant that includes an explanation of the need for alternative
posting locations and a description of the proposed alternative posting locations.

(iii) The department shall specify by rule the information required to be on the signs.
(e) Publish a notice in a local newspaper or make an announcement on a local radio station regarding the

chemical treatment. The notice or announcement shall include all of the following information:
(i) The permit number.
(ii) The name of the waterbody.
(iii) A list of the chemicals to be used with corresponding water use restrictions.
(iv) A description of the area of impact.
(v) The proposed treatment dates.
(f) Apply chemicals so that swimming restrictions and fish consumption restrictions are not imposed on

any Saturday, Sunday, or state-declared holiday.
(g) Take special precautions to avoid or minimize potential impacts to human health, the environment, and

nontarget organisms.
(h) Notify, in writing, an owner of any waterfront property within 100 feet of the area of impact, not less

than 7 days and not more than 45 days before the initial chemical treatment. However, if the owner is not the
occupant of the waterfront property or the dwelling located on the property, then the owner is responsible for
notifying the occupant. Written notification shall include all of the following information:

(i) Name, address, and telephone number of the permittee.
(ii) A list of chemicals proposed for use with corresponding water use restrictions.
(iii) Approximate treatment dates for each chemical to be used.
(i) Complete and return the treatment report form provided by the department for each treatment season.
(j) Perform lake water residue analysis to verify the chemical concentrations in the waterbody according to

a frequency, timing, and methodology approved by the department.
(k) Before submitting a permit application, perform aquatic vegetation surveys according to a frequency,

timing, and methodology approved by the department.
(l) Use chemical control methods for nuisance aquatic vegetation that are consistent with the approved

vegetation management plan submitted separately or as part of a lake management plan. The department may
approve modifications to the vegetation management plan upon receipt of a written request from the permittee
that includes supporting documentation.

(m) Perform pretreatment monitoring of the target aquatic nuisance population according to a frequency,
timing, and methodology that has been approved by the department before submittal of a permit application.

History: Add. 2004, Act 246, Eff. Oct. 1, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3311 Permit; revisions; transfer; expansion of area of impact.
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such a violation of this part but failed to prevent the violation, is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be
imprisoned for not more than 6 months and shall be fined not less than $1,000.00 or more than $2,500.00.

(3) A person who commits a violation described in subsection (2) after a first conviction for such a
violation is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be imprisoned for not more than 1 year and shall be fined not
less than $2,500.00 or more than $5,000.00.

(4) A person who commits a violation of this part that results in serious harm to or poses an imminent and
substantial threat to natural resources, the environment, or human health and who knew or should have known
that the violation could have such a result is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be imprisoned for not more
than 1 year and shall be fined not less than $5,000.00 or more than $10,000.00.

(5) A person who commits a violation described in subsection (4) after a first conviction for such a
violation is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be imprisoned for not more than 2 years and shall be fined not
less than $7,500.00 or more than $15,000.00.

(6) A person who knowingly makes a false statement, representation, or certification in an application for a
permit or a certificate of coverage or in a report required by a permit or certificate of coverage issued under or
rule promulgated under this part is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than $1,000.00 or more
than $2,500.00.

(7) A person who commits a violation described in subsection (6) after a first conviction for such a
violation is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be imprisoned for not more than 1 year and shall be fined not
less than $2,000.00 or more than $5,000.00.

(8) The attorney general may commence a civil action for appropriate relief for a violation of this part,
including a permanent or temporary injunction restraining a violation or ordering restoration of natural
resources affected by a violation and a civil fine of not more than $25,000.00. The action may be commenced
in the circuit court for the county of Ingham or the county in which the violation occurred.

(9) If a person knowingly commits a violation of this part, the department may revoke a permit or
certificate of coverage issued to the person under this part.

History: Add. 2004, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 2004.

Popular name: NREPA

324.3315 Registry of waterbodies infested by aquatic invasive species; maintenance of
website.
Sec. 3315. The department shall post, by January 1, 2016, and maintain on its website a registry of

waterbodies infested by aquatic invasive species and the particular aquatic invasive species infesting each
waterbody. The registry shall be based on information from all of the following:

(a) Permits and certificates of coverage issued under this part.
(b) Reports received by the department from any of the following:
(i) Certified applicators or registered applicators under part 83.
(ii) Representatives of public or private institutions of higher education.
(iii) Representatives of any other state, local, or federal agency with responsibility for the environment or

natural resources.
History: Add. 2014, Act 253, Imd. Eff. June 30, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 35
USE OF WATER IN MINING LOW-GRADE IRON ORE

324.3501 Definitions.
Sec. 3501. As used in this part:
(a) “Low-grade iron ore” means iron-bearing rock in the Upper Peninsula of this state that is not

merchantable as ore in its natural state and from which merchantable ore can be produced only by
beneficiation or treatment.

(b) “Low-grade iron ore mining property” includes the ore beneficiation or treatment plant and other
necessary buildings, facilities, and lands located in the Upper Peninsula of this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3502 Iron ore mining in Upper Peninsula; issuance of water permits.
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the water specified in the permit at the times, in the manner, in the quantity, and under the circumstances as
specified in the permit, subject to the conditions contained in the permit, and shall be irrevocable except for a
breach or violation of the terms and conditions of the permit. If the department finds, upon consideration of
the needs of the applicant, the public interest to be served by the use of the water by the applicant, and all
other facts relating to the use of the water, that the public interest requires the inclusion in the permit of a
provision that will authorize modification or revocation of the permit, then the department may provide for
modification or revocation of the permit by including in the permit the specific grounds upon which the
permit may be modified or revoked by the department in the public interest. A permit issued pursuant to this
part shall not be revoked for breach or violation of the terms and conditions of the permit or be revoked or
modified upon other grounds specified in the permit unless the permittee has been given an opportunity to be
heard on the grounds for the proposed revocation or modification after 30 days' written notice to the
permittee. A permit shall not be revoked for breach or violation of the terms and conditions of the permit
unless the permittee has been given an opportunity to correct or remedy the alleged breach or violation within
a reasonable time and has failed to do so. Every notice shall specify the grounds for the proposed revocation
or modification and, in the event of a proposed modification, the extent of the modification. If a violation of
the conditions of a permit exists that in the judgment of the department threatens the public interest in the
waters involved as to require abatement without first giving 30 days' written notice to the permittee, the
department may issue an emergency order for abatement, which order shall have the same validity as if a 30
days' written notice had been given and the permittee had been granted a hearing. The emergency order shall
remain in force no longer than 21 days from its effective date. Failure to comply with an emergency order
constitutes grounds for revocation of the permit.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3507 Enforcement; administration.
Sec. 3507. (1) The department is responsible for enforcing this part.
(2) At any hearing, the department, or its duly authorized agents, has the power to administer oaths, to take

testimony and compel the introduction of written evidence, to issue subpoenas, and to compel the attendance
of witnesses.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3508 Rules; judicial review.
Sec. 3508. The department shall promulgate rules to implement this part. Any interested person has the

right of judicial review from any decision, order, or permit made or granted by the department under the
administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to
24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 37
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL FACILITIES; TAX EXEMPTION

324.3701 Definitions.
Sec. 3701. As used in this part:
(a) “Facility” means any disposal system, including disposal wells, or any treatment works, appliance,

equipment, machinery, or installation constructed, used, or placed in operation primarily for the purpose of
reducing, controlling, or eliminating water pollution caused by industrial waste.

(b) “Industrial waste” means any liquid, gaseous, or solid waste substance resulting from any process of
industry, manufacture, trade, or business, or from the development, processing, or recovery of any paper or
wood, which is capable of polluting the waters of the state.

(c) “Treatment works” means any plant, pumping station, incinerator, or other works or reservoir used
primarily for the purpose of treating, stabilizing, isolating, or holding industrial waste.

(d) “Disposal system” means a system used primarily for disposing of or isolating industrial waste and
includes pipelines or conduits, pumping stations and force mains, and all other constructions, devices,
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Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3706 Tax exemption certificate; modification or revocation; grounds; notice and hearing;
statute of limitations.
Sec. 3706. (1) The state tax commission, on notice by certified mail to the applicant and opportunity for a

hearing, on its own initiative or on complaint of the department, the department of treasury, or the assessor of
the taxing unit in which any property to which the certificate relates is located, shall modify or revoke the
certificate if any of the following appear:

(a) The certificate was obtained by fraud or misrepresentation.
(b) The holder of the certificate has failed substantially to proceed with the construction, reconstruction,

installation, or acquisition of a facility or to operate the facility for the purpose and degree of control specified
in the certification or an amended certificate.

(c) The facility covered by the certificate is no longer used for the primary purpose of pollution control and
is being used for a different purpose.

(2) On the mailing by certified mail to the certificate holder, the department of treasury, and the local
assessor of notice of the action of the state tax commission modifying or revoking a certificate, the certificates
shall cease to be in force or shall remain in force only as modified. If a certificate is revoked because it was
obtained by fraud or misrepresentation, all taxes that would have been payable if a certificate had not been
issued are immediately due and payable with the maximum interest and penalties prescribed by applicable
law. A statute of limitations shall not operate in the event of fraud or misrepresentation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3707 Tax exemption certificate; appeal.
Sec. 3707. A party aggrieved by the issuance, refusal to issue, revocation, or modification of a pollution

control tax exemption certificate may appeal from the finding and order of the state tax commission in the
manner and form and within the time provided by the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of
the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3708 State tax commission; rules.
Sec. 3708. The state tax commission may promulgate rules as it considers necessary for the administration

of this part. These rules shall not abridge the authority of the department to determine whether or not
industrial waste pollution control exists within the meaning of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 39
CLEANING AGENTS

324.3901 Definitions; selling or distributing cleaner, rinsing aid, or sanitizing agent
containing more than 14% phosphorus prohibited; selling or distributing products
containing more than 28% phosphorus prohibited.
Sec. 3901. (1) As used in this part:
(a) “Cleaning agent” means a laundry detergent, dishwashing compound, household cleaner, metal cleaner,

degreasing compound, commercial cleaner, industrial cleaner, phosphate compound, or other substance
intended to be used for cleaning purposes. Cleaning agent does not include any of the following:

(i) A cleaner, rinsing aid, or sanitizing agent intended primarily for use in commercial machine
dishwashers with not more than 14% phosphorus.

(ii) A cleaner for food processing with not more than 14% phosphorus.
(iii) A cleaner for industrial uses with not more than 28% phosphorus.
(b) “Nutrient” means a substance or combination of substances that, when added to the waters of this state

in a sufficient quantity, provide nourishment that promotes the growth of aquatic vegetation in the waters to
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under part 31. The department may establish by rule the criteria by which it will determine the possible
pollutional effect of any substance. This part does not apply to a detergent or cleaning compound contained in
fuel or lubricating oil.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3905 Local regulation prohibited.
Sec. 3905. A local unit of government shall not enact or enforce an existing or future ordinance or rule

with respect to the sale of cleaning agents containing phosphorus or any other substance that is or may be
regulated under this part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.3906 Enforcement of part.
Sec. 3906. The department shall enforce this part and seek court enforcement of its orders pursuant to part

31.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND WATERWORKS SYSTEMS

PART 41
SEWERAGE SYSTEMS

324.4101 Definitions.
Sec. 4101. As used in this part:
(a) "Conventional gravity sewer extension" means the installation of a new gravity sewer and connection

to an existing collection system to provide sewer service to new areas previously not served by the public
sewer system.

(b) "Expedited review" means an expedited review of an application for a construction permit under
section 4112.

(c) "Fund" means the infrastructure construction fund created in section 4113.
(d) "Governmental agencies" means local units of government, metropolitan districts, or other units of

government or the officers of the units of government authorized to own, construct, or operate sewerage
systems to serve the public.

(e) "Licensed professional engineer" means a professional engineer licensed under article 20 of the
occupational code, 1980 PA 299, MCL 339.2001 to 339.2014.

(f) "Plans and specifications" means a true description or representation of the entire sewerage system and
parts of a system as the sewerage system exists or is to be constructed, and also a full and fair statement of
how the system is to be operated.

(g) "Project" means a proposal to install within 1 general area a new wastewater collection system.
Systems proposed for construction on separate land parcels shall be considered separate projects.

(h) "Sewerage system" means a system of pipes and structures including pipes, channels, conduits,
manholes, pumping stations, sewage or waste treatment works, diversion and regulatory devices, outfall
structures, and appurtenances, collectively or severally, actually used or intended for use by the public for the
purpose of collecting, conveying, transporting, treating, or otherwise handling sanitary sewage or other
industrial liquid wastes that are capable of adversely affecting the public health.

(i) "Simple pumping station and force main" means the installation of a duplex pumping station and a force
main with only 1 high point and of length of no more than 2,000 feet that is to be connected to an existing
gravity collection system to provide sewer service to new areas previously not served by the public sewer
system.

(j) "Small diameter pressure sewer and grinder pumping station" means a single project that includes the
installation of new pressure sewers totaling not more than 5,000 feet and not more than 25 grinder pumping
stations with each grinder pumping station serving not more than 5 separate owners and that is to be
connected to an existing gravity collection system to provide sewer service to new areas previously not served
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$5,000.00 for the second violation, and not less than $2,500.00 or greater than $10,000.00 for each subsequent
violation. For the purposes of this subdivision, all violations of a specific construction permit are treated as a
single violation.

(3) Subject to section 4105(5), a person who violates this part or a written order of the department is guilty
of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $500.00,
or both, and payment of the costs of prosecution.

(4) A law enforcement officer may issue and serve an appearance ticket upon a person for a minor offense
pursuant to sections 9c to 9g of chapter IV of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 764.9c to
764.9g.

(5) The attorney general shall enforce this part.
(6) As used in this section, "minor offense" means a violation of a permit issued under this part that does

not functionally impair the operation or capacity of a sewerage system.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 602, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2007.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4111 Actions brought by department.
Sec. 4111. The department may bring an appropriate action in the name of the people of this state as may

be necessary to carry out this part and to enforce any and all laws, rules, and regulations relating to this part.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4112 Expedited review process for certain projects.
Sec. 4112. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the following projects are eligible for expedited review:
(a) A conventional gravity sewer extension of 10,000 feet or less of sewer line.
(b) A simple pumping station and force main.
(c) A small diameter pressure sewer and grinder pumping station.
(2) An expedited review shall not be conducted for a project that is being funded by the state water

pollution control revolving fund created in section 16a of the shared credit rating act, 1985 PA 227, MCL
141.1066a.

(3) To obtain an expedited review, a person shall do all of the following by September 30, 2019:
(a) At least 10 business days prior to submitting an application under subdivision (b), notify the department

electronically, in accordance with the instructions provided on the department's website, of his or her intent to
request expedited review. The department may waive this 10-day notification requirement.

(b) Submit electronically a complete application for a construction permit including a request for expedited
review and including, via credit card, the appropriate fee under subsection (4).

(c) Provide a written copy of the construction plans and specifications for the project that has been
prepared, signed, and sealed by a licensed professional engineer to the department postmarked not later than
the date that the application is submitted electronically.

(d) For nongovernmental entities, provide certification to the department that all necessary contractual
service agreements and financial plans are in place.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (6), the fee for an expedited review is as follows:
(a) For a conventional gravity sewer extension less than 2,000 feet, $1,000.00.
(b) For a conventional gravity sewer extension equal to or greater than 2,000 feet but less than 4,000 feet

of sewer line, $1,500.00, and for each incremental increase of up to 2,000 feet of sewer line, an additional
$500.00.

(c) For a simple pumping station and force main, $2,000.00.
(d) For a small diameter pressure sewer and grinder pumping station consisting of not more than 2,000 feet

of sewer line and not more than 10 grinder pumping stations, $2,000.00.
(e) For small diameter pressure sewer and grinder pumping station projects not covered by subdivision (d)

and consisting of not more than 5,000 feet of sewer line and not more than 25 grinder pumping stations,
$4,000.00.

(5) Except as provided in subsection (7), if an applicant does not comply with subsection (3), the
department shall not conduct an expedited review and any submitted fee shall not be refunded. Within 10
business days after receipt of the application, the department shall notify the applicant of the reasons why the
department's review of the application will not be expedited. Upon receipt of this notification, a person may
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charges.
Sec. 4303. The legislative body of a local unit of government or the respective legislative bodies of the

local units of government who have agreed to jointly own and operate waterworks systems, intercepting
sewers, or sewage treatment plants, may create a separate board or may designate certain officials of the local
unit or units of government to have the supervision and control of the waterworks systems, intercepting
sewers, transfer stations, or sewage and refuse and garbage processing or disposal plants. The legislative
body, respective legislative bodies, or the board may make all necessary rules governing the use, operation,
and control of the facilities and systems. The legislative body or respective legislative bodies may establish
just and equitable rates or charges to be paid to them for the use of the waterworks system or disposal or
processing plant and system by each person whose premises are served, and the rates or charges may be
certified to the tax assessor and assessed against the premises served and collected or returned in the same
manner as other county or municipal taxes are certified, assessed, collected, and returned.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4304 Mortgage bonds; manner of payment; sinking fund.
Sec. 4304. Bonds that are issued and secured by a mortgage on the utility as provided in this part shall not

be a general obligation of the local unit of government, but shall be paid only out of revenues received from
the service charges as provided in section 4303 or from a sale of the property and franchises under a
foreclosure of the mortgage. If a service rate is charged, a sufficient portion shall be set aside as a sinking
fund for the payment of the interest on the bonds and the principal of the bonds at maturity.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4305 Sewers and disposal plants; granting franchise to private corporation.
Sec. 4305. Instead of owning and operating a sewer system and sewage disposal plant, transfer station,

garbage or refuse collection, processing, and disposal plant or system as provided in section 4301, a local unit
of government may grant a franchise for a period not to exceed 30 years to a private corporation organized
under, or authorized by, the laws of this state to engage in such business, to build, construct, own, and operate
a sewage or garbage and refuse processing or disposal system for the purpose of receiving and treating
sewage and night soil, refuse, and garbage from the local unit or units of government. The franchise may
authorize the corporation to charge each person owning property, from which the sewage, refuse, or garbage
is received, a fee determined to be reasonable by the public service commission of this state, upon proper
application made either by the corporation or local unit or units of government, and after holding a public
hearing. The franchise may also grant to the corporation the right and privilege to provide collection services
and to lay all intercepting and other sewers and connecting pipes in the streets and public alleys of the local
unit or units of government as are necessary to receive, transfer, and conduct the sewage, garbage, or refuse to
the processing or disposal plant and under reasonable rules, regulations, and supervision as are established by
the local unit or units of government. The franchise is void unless approved by 3/5 of the electors of the local
unit or units of government voting at a general or special election. This franchise shall not duplicate existing
private solid waste management services or facilities that have been developed under part 115.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4306 Contract to receive, treat, transfer, and process sewage, night soil, garbage, and
refuse; charges.
Sec. 4306. The local unit or units of government may enter into a contract with a person to receive, treat,

transfer, and process in the manner provided in this part, the sewage, night soil, garbage, and refuse of the
local unit or units of government. The contract may authorize the person to charge the owners of the premises
served a service rate determined by the local unit or units of government to be just and reasonable, or the local
unit or units of government may contract to pay a flat rate for the service, paid out of their general fund or
funds, or assess the owners of the property served a reasonable charge to be collected as provided in this part
and paid into a fund to be used to defray the contract charges.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.
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History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4508 Bonds; question; submission to electors; ballot; form.
Sec. 4508. The question of borrowing the sum of $335,000,000.00 and issuing bonds of the state for the

purpose set forth in this part shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of the state qualified to vote on the
question in accordance with section 15 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963 , at the general
November election to be held on November 5, 1968. The question submitted shall be substantially as follows:

“Shall the state of Michigan borrow the sum of $335,000,000.00 and issue general obligation bonds of the
state therefor pledging the full faith and credit of the state for the payment of principal and interest thereon for
the purpose of planning, acquiring and constructing facilities for the prevention and abatement of water
pollution and for the making of grants, loans and advances to municipalities, political subdivisions and
agencies of the state for such purposes, the method of repayment of said bonds to be from the general fund of
the state?

Yes [ ]
No [ ]”.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4509 Submission to electors.
Sec. 4509. The secretary of state shall take such steps and perform all acts as are necessary to properly

submit the question to the electors of the state qualified to vote on the question at the general November
election to be held on November 5, 1968.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4510 Bonds; appropriation to make prompt payment.
Sec. 4510. After the issuance of the bonds authorized by former Act No. 76 of the Public Acts of 1968 or

this part, or any series of the bonds, the legislature shall each year make appropriations fully sufficient to pay
promptly when due the principal of and interest on all outstanding bonds authorized by former Act No. 76 of
the Public Acts of 1968 or this part and all costs incidental to the payment of that principal and interest.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4511 Approval of electors.
Sec. 4511. Bonds shall not be issued under this part unless the question set forth in section 4508 is

approved by a majority vote of the qualified electors voting on the question at the general November election
to be held on November 5, 1968.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 47
SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND WATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS

324.4701 Definitions.
Sec. 4701. As used in this part:
(a) “Due notice” means notice published at least twice, with an interval of at least 7 days between the 2

publication dates, in a newspaper or other publication of general circulation within the appropriate area or, if a
publication of general circulation is not available, by posting at a reasonable number of conspicuous places
within the appropriate area. Posting shall include, if possible, posting at public places where it may be
customary to post notices concerning county or municipal affairs. At any hearing held pursuant to the notice
and at the time and place designated in the notice, adjournment may be made without renewing the notice for
an adjournment date.
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sewage disposal problems, or other interests of the municipality.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4708 Sewage disposal and water supply districts; powers.
Sec. 4708. A district organized under this part constitutes a governmental subdivision of this state and a

body corporate, exercising public powers, with power to sue and to be sued in any court of this state. A
district shall possess all the powers necessary to organize itself and also shall possess powers incident to the
powers enumerated in this part. The district is authorized and empowered to do all of the following:

(a) Pursuant to the terms of any contract entered into under section 4709 of this part, to construct and
operate sewage disposal systems and water supply systems within the area comprising its territorial limits and
to acquire, extend, and improve the systems.

(b) To make and cause to be made surveys, studies, and investigations of water resources of the area within
its territorial limits for the purpose of determining the feasibility and practicability of developing new sources
of water supply to municipalities, industrial and commercial establishments, and agricultural and residential
lands and areas so that water is available to agricultural and residential lands in a quantity and quality
necessary for the protection of the public health and the promotion of the general welfare within the areas.

(c) To make and cause to be made surveys, studies, and investigations for the purpose of ascertaining the
requirements of municipalities, industrial and commercial establishments, individual and collective groups, or
occupants of lands for sewage disposal systems so that sewers and sewage disposal facilities are available to
the entities described in this subdivision that are situated within the territorial limits of the district and that
may need or require the facilities for the protection of public health and the promotion of the general welfare.

(d) To cooperate with and enter into agreements with any person as may be necessary for the full
performance of its functions and duties and to acquire by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest,
devise, or otherwise, any property, real or personal, or rights or interests in property, either within or outside
of its territorial limits; to maintain, administer, and improve any acquired properties; to receive income from
same and to expend the income in implementing this part and its purposes; and to sell, lease, or otherwise
dispose of any of its property or interests in property to implement this part and its purposes. The district is
invested with the power of eminent domain in acquiring private property for public use. For the purposes of
exercising the power, the district may proceed under Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1911, being sections
213.21 to 213.25 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or any other statute that grants to any municipality or
public body the authority to acquire private property for public use.

(e) To accept and receive money as may be appropriated to the district by the legislature of this state.
(f) To accept and receive any funds or money which may be appropriated by any act of congress either

directly from any federal governmental agency responsible for the disbursement and allocation of the funds or
through the department and for that purpose the districts are authorized to execute contracts, documents, or
agreements as may be required by the congressional act as a prerequisite to the securing of the funds.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4709 Sewage disposal and water supply districts; contracts with municipalities;
construction, improvement, enlargement, extension, operation, and financing; pledge of
payment; resolution; approval by electors; issuance of bonds.
Sec. 4709. (1) The district may enter into contracts with any municipality located within its territorial

limits providing for the acquisition, construction, improvement, enlargement, extension, operation, and
financing of a sewage disposal system or water supply system. A contract shall provide for the allocation and
payment of the share of the total cost to be borne by the municipality in annual installments for a period not
exceeding 40 years. Each contracting municipality may pledge its full faith and credit for the payment of the
obligation in the manner and times specified in the contract. The district shall make a reasonable charge for its
services that it renders to the users in order to cover the retirement of outstanding indebtedness, costs of
operation, maintenance, and replacement of its plants and reserves for capital improvements. If there is excess
money in the treasury of the district after all of the contingencies have been met, the excess shall be rebated to
the contracting municipalities in proportion to the total amount that the municipality paid for services it has
received from the district. No limitation in any statute or charter shall prevent the levy and collection by each
of the contracting municipalities of the full amount of taxes necessary for the payment of the contractual

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 141 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



bonds; redemption.
Sec. 4711. If territory that is part of a district created under this part is detached from a municipality and

transferred to a municipality that is not part of the district, the territory shall remain a part of the municipality
from which detached only for the purpose of carrying out any contractual obligations or for the purpose of
levying a tax to retire any bonded indebtedness incurred by such district for which the territory is liable until
the contractual obligations are fulfilled or the bonds are redeemed or sufficient funds are available in the
district's debt retirement fund for this purpose. A territory described in this section is a part of the
municipality to which transferred for all other purposes and subsequent to the redemption of the bonds or the
time when sufficient funds are available to redeem the bonds, the territory is no longer a part of the district.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4712 Existing systems; self-liquidating revenue bonds.
Sec. 4712. If the governing body of a district formed under this part acquires, extends, improves, or

operates a sewage disposal system or water supply system or provides for the sale and purchase of sewage
disposal service or water supply service from an existing system or systems and executes contracts that may
be necessary, the authority may, pursuant to any contract entered into under section 4709, issue
self-liquidating revenue bonds in accordance with the revenue bond act of 1933, Act No. 94 of the Public
Acts of 1933, being sections 141.101 to 141.140 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or any other act providing
for the issuance of revenue bonds. However, these bonds are payable solely from the revenues of the sewage
disposal system or the water supply system. The charges specified in any contract are subject to increase by
the district at any time if necessary to provide funds to meet its obligations and any contract authorized by this
part is for a period of not more than 40 years. The legislative body of any municipality that enters into a
contract with the district may raise by taxes or pay from its general funds any money required to be paid
under the terms of the contract to obtain maps, plans, designs, specifications, and cost estimates of the
proposed sewage disposal system or water supply system.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 49
CONSTRUCTION OF COLLECTING SEWERS

324.4901 Definitions.
Sec. 4901. As used in this part:
(a) “Collecting sewers” means lateral, branch, submain, and trunk sewers consisting of pipes or conduits

including pumps, lift stations, force mains, and other appurtenances necessary for a system to prevent or
eliminate discharges of raw or inadequately treated sewage of human origin into any waters of the state.
Collecting sewers do not include pipes or conduits that carry storm water, surface water, and street wash, or
that convey sewage from a building to a common public sewer except that part lying within a public
right-of-way; and sewers eligible for grants under Act No. 329 of the Public Acts of 1966, being sections
323.111 to 323.128 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(b) “Construction” means the engineering, architectural, legal, fiscal, and economic investigations and
studies, surveys, designs, plans, working drawings, specifications, procedures, and other similar actions
necessary to the construction of collecting sewers; the installation, erection, and building of collecting sewers;
and the inspection and supervision of the construction of such sewers. Construction does not include
acquisition of lands and rights-of-way.

(c) “Local agencies” means local units of government or other public bodies created by or pursuant to state
law and having jurisdiction over collecting sewers.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Environmental Assistance Division
to the Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at MCL 324.99901 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.4902 State sewer construction fund; grants; funding.
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filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5202 Strategic water quality initiatives loan program; establishment; purpose; asset
management program; content; criteria; interest rate.
Sec. 5202. (1) The authority in consultation with the department shall establish a strategic water quality

initiatives loan program. This loan program shall provide low interest loans to municipalities to provide
assistance for 1 or more of the following:

(a) Improvements to reduce or eliminate the amount of groundwater or storm water entering a sanitary
sewer lead or a combined sewer lead.

(b) Upgrades or replacements of failing on-site septic systems that are adversely affecting public health or
the environment, or both.

(c) Project costs of the municipality related to testing, demonstration, and construction activities as defined
in section 5301(d) for innovative wastewater and storm water technologies approved by the department.

(d) Assistance for construction activities as defined in section 5301(d) designed to protect water quality,
including improvements that are water or energy efficient, where feasible, when identified through an asset
management program or a project identified in an approved storm water management plan.

(2) The department shall develop criteria specifying the content of an asset management program.
(3) In implementing the loan program, the department shall annually establish the interest rate that will be

charged for loans.
History: Add. 2002, Act 397, Eff. Nov. 5, 2002;¾Am. 2012, Act 511, Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 397 of 2002 provides:
“Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless the question provided for in the Great Lakes water quality bond

authorization act is approved by a majority of the registered electors voting on the question at the November 2002 general election.”
Act 396 of 2002, the Great Lakes water quality bond authorization act, which was approved by the Governor on May 29, 2002, and

filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5203 Loan application by municipality; process; agreement; disposition of money
received as repayment.
Sec. 5203. (1) A municipality that wishes to apply for a loan shall submit a loan application to the

department as follows:
(a) In compliance with the application requirements provided in part 53, for activities described in section

5202(1)(a) or (b).
(b) On a form approved by the department, for activities described in section 5202(1)(c) or (d).
(2) The department shall process the loan applications submitted under this part.
(3) Prior to releasing a loan, the authority in consultation with the department shall enter into a loan

agreement with the loan recipient.
(4) All money that is received for the repayment of a loan shall be forwarded to the state treasurer for

deposit into the fund.
History: Add. 2002, Act 397, Eff. Nov. 5, 2002;¾Am. 2012, Act 511, Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 397 of 2002 provides:
“Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless the question provided for in the Great Lakes water quality bond

authorization act is approved by a majority of the registered electors voting on the question at the November 2002 general election.”
Act 396 of 2002, the Great Lakes water quality bond authorization act, which was approved by the Governor on May 29, 2002, and

filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451
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agreement with the recipient prior to transferring funds. The grant agreement shall contain terms established
by the department and the authority and a requirement that the grant recipient repay the grant, within 90 days
of being informed to do so, with interest at a rate not to exceed 8% per year, to the authority for deposit into
the fund if any of the following occur:

(a) The applicant fails to submit an administratively complete loan application for assistance from the state
water pollution control revolving fund or the fund or other source of financing for the project within 3 years
of the grant award.

(b) The project has been identified as being in the fundable range or is approved for funding from another
source and the applicant declines the loan assistance for 2 consecutive fiscal years unless the applicant
proceeds with funding from another source.

(c) The applicant is unable to, or decides not to, proceed with constructing the project.
(4) For each year in which the department receives grant applications under this section, the department

shall report by July 1 of each year to the standing committees of the senate and the house of representatives
with primary jurisdiction over issues pertaining to natural resources and the environment and to the senate and
house of representatives appropriations committees on the utilization of funds under this part that were
received from the Great Lakes water quality bond fund created in section 19706. The report shall include, at a
minimum, all of the following:

(a) The number of grant applications received under this section.
(b) The name of each municipality applying for a grant.
(c) The individual and annual cumulative amount of grant funds awarded, including an identification of

whether each award was for the purpose of applying for assistance from the state water pollution control
revolving fund or the fund.

(d) A summary of loan assistance, by year, tendered from the state water pollution control revolving fund
and the fund.

(5) The senate and house appropriations committees shall annually review whether there is sufficient
money in the fund to implement this section and section 5202.

History: Add. 2005, Act 254, Imd. Eff. Dec. 1, 2005;¾Am. 2010, Act 231, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5204b Nonpoint source water pollution; expenditures; limitation; requirements; selection
of projects; expenditures subject to generally accepted accounting principles; annual
report; use of fund; "facility", "release", and "response activity" defined.
Sec. 5204b. (1) Subject to section 5204c, the department may expend, upon appropriation, not more than

$140,000,000.00 of the money from the fund for response activities to address nonpoint source water
pollution at facilities as follows:

(a) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2011, not more than $50,000,000.00 may be authorized
for expenditure under this section.

(b) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, not more than $50,000,000.00 may be authorized
for expenditure under this section.

(c) Beginning October 1, 2012, any money not previously authorized for expenditure under this section
may be expended under this section only if the department documents that it has achieved the following
performance objectives:

(i) Increasing the level of investment in sewage collection and treatment systems.
(ii) Providing incentives for actions that not only improve water quality but result in pollution prevention.
(iii) Optimizing the cost benefit ratio of alternative designs of sewage collection and treatment systems.
(iv) Demonstrating progress toward maximizing risk reduction and economic development objectives

identified for projects funded under this section.
(2) The department shall expend money under this section in compliance with all of the following:
(a) The expenditure is used to improve the quality of the waters of the state.
(b) The expenditure is used only for facilities in which the department does not know the identity of the

person or persons who are liable under part 201 for the release resulting in the water pollution or the person or
persons who are liable do not have sufficient resources to fund the required response activities.

(c) The facilities include property that is located within the identified planning area boundaries of a
publicly owned sanitary sewer system eligible for funding under the state water pollution control revolving
fund established in section 16a of the shared credit rating act, 1985 PA 227, MCL 141.1066a.

(d) The expenditure is used for response activities necessary to address existing or imminent unacceptable
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(f) The department shall establish a review process for considering grant applications under this
subsection. The department shall notify the applicant in writing whether the application is approved or
rejected. If the department approves a grant under this section, the department and the authority shall enter
into a grant agreement with the recipient prior to transferring funds.

(g) The grant agreement shall contain terms established by the department and the authority and a
requirement that the grant recipient repay the grant, within 90 days of being informed to do so, with interest at
a rate not to exceed 8% per year, to the authority for deposit into the fund if any of the following occur:

(i) The applicant fails to submit an administratively complete loan application for assistance from the
wetland mitigation bank funding program or other source of financing for the project within 1 year of the date
on which the grant expires.

(ii) The applicant declines the loan assistance for 2 consecutive years unless the applicant proceeds with
funding from another source.

(iii) The applicant is unable to enter into a signed wetland mitigation banking agreement with the
department within 2 years of the date on which the grant expires.

(iv) The applicant is unable to or decides not to proceed with constructing the project.
(3) Loans under the wetland mitigation bank funding program shall provide assistance to municipalities to

establish a wetland mitigation bank. Loans shall be subject to the following:
(a) Loans under the wetland mitigation bank funding program shall be for 1 or more of the following:
(i) Complete and execute the wetland mitigation banking agreement with the department.
(ii) Complete engineering and design for the wetland mitigation bank.
(iii) Purchase land for the wetland mitigation bank.
(iv) Construct the wetland mitigation bank.
(v) Conduct monitoring and maintenance necessary to ensure that the performance standards are or will be

met.
(vi) In addition, the department may approve the use of loan funds for other activities needed to establish a

wetland mitigation bank upon a demonstrated need by the municipality.
(b) Applications for loans from the wetland mitigation bank funding program shall be made on a form

provided by the department and shall contain the information required by the department and the authority.
Loan applications may be made at any time.

(4) The department shall establish a review process for considering loan applications under this subsection.
The department shall notify the applicant in writing whether the loan is approved or rejected. Prior to
releasing a loan, the authority in consultation with the department shall enter into a loan agreement with the
loan recipient.

(5) For each year in which the department receives grant or loan applications under this section, the
department shall report by October 1 to the standing committees of the senate and the house of representatives
with primary jurisdiction over issues pertaining to natural resources and the environment and to the senate and
house appropriations committees on the utilization of funds under this part that were received from the Great
Lakes water quality bond fund created in section 19706. The report shall include, at a minimum, all of the
following:

(a) The number of grant and loan applications received under this section.
(b) The name of each municipality applying for a grant or loan, or both.
(c) The amount of local match for each grant awarded.
(d) The individual and annual cumulative amount of grant and loan funds awarded, including an

identification of the purpose of each grant and loan awarded.
History: Add. 2012, Act 559, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2013.

324.5205 Rules.
Sec. 5205. The department may promulgate rules to implement this part.
History: Add. 2002, Act 397, Eff. Nov. 5, 2002.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 397 of 2002 provides:
“Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless the question provided for in the Great Lakes water quality bond

authorization act is approved by a majority of the registered electors voting on the question at the November 2002 general election.”
Act 396 of 2002, the Great Lakes water quality bond authorization act, which was approved by the Governor on May 29, 2002, and

filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451
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Popular name: NREPA

324.5206 Legislative findings.
Sec. 5206. The legislature finds and declares that the environmental, natural resources, and water quality

protection programs implemented under this part are a public purpose and of paramount public concern in the
interest of the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of this state.

History: Add. 2002, Act 397, Eff. Nov. 5, 2002.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 397 of 2002 provides:
“Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless the question provided for in the Great Lakes water quality bond

authorization act is approved by a majority of the registered electors voting on the question at the November 2002 general election.”
Act 396 of 2002, the Great Lakes water quality bond authorization act, which was approved by the Governor on May 29, 2002, and

filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 53
CLEAN WATER ASSISTANCE

324.5301 Definitions.
Sec. 5301. As used in this part:
(a) "Assistance" means 1 or more of the following activities to the extent authorized by the federal water

pollution control act:
(i) Provision of loans to municipalities for construction of sewage treatment works projects, stormwater

treatment projects, or nonpoint source projects.
(ii) Project refinancing assistance.
(iii) The guarantee or purchase of insurance for local obligations, if the guarantee or purchase action would

improve credit market access or reduce interest rates.
(iv) Use of the proceeds of the fund as a source of revenue or security for the payment of principal and

interest on revenue or general obligation bonds issued by this state, if the proceeds of the sale of the bonds
will be deposited into the fund.

(v) Provision of loan guarantees for similar revolving funds established by municipalities.
(vi) The use of deposited funds to earn interest on fund accounts.
(vii) Provision for reasonable costs of administering and conducting activities under title VI of the federal

water pollution control act, 33 USC 1381 to 1387.
(b) "Authority" means the Michigan municipal bond authority created in the shared credit rating act, 1985

PA 227, MCL 141.1051 to 141.1076.
(c) "Capitalization grant" means the federal grant made to this state by the United States environmental

protection agency for the purpose of establishing a state water pollution control revolving fund, as provided in
title VI of the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1381 to 1387.

(d) "Construction activities" means any actions undertaken in the planning, designing, or building of
sewage treatment works projects, stormwater treatment projects, or nonpoint source projects. Construction
activities include, but are not limited to, all of the following:

(i) Project planning services.
(ii) Engineering services.
(iii) Legal services.
(iv) Financial services.
(v) Design of plans and specifications.
(vi) Acquisition of land or structural components, or both.
(vii) Building, erection, alteration, remodeling, or extension of a sewage treatment works.
(viii) Building, erection, alteration, remodeling, or extension of projects designed to control nonpoint

source pollution, consistent with section 319 of title III of the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC
1329.

(ix) Building, erection, alteration, or remodeling of a stormwater treatment project.
(x) Municipal supervision of the project activities described in subparagraphs (i) to (ix).
(e) "Disadvantaged community" means a municipality in which all of the following conditions are met:
(i) Users within the area served by a proposed sewage treatment works project or stormwater treatment
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Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 397 of 2002 provides:
“Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless the question provided for in the Great Lakes water quality bond

authorization act is approved by a majority of the registered electors voting on the question at the November 2002 general election.”
Act 396 of 2002, the Great Lakes water quality bond authorization act, which was approved by the Governor on May 29, 2002, and

filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5302 Construction of part; broad interpretation of powers; prohibited grants or loans;
liability for costs; legislative intent.
Sec. 5302. (1) This part shall be construed liberally to effectuate the legislative intent. All powers granted

under this part shall be broadly interpreted to effectuate the intent and purposes of this part and shall not be
interpreted as a limitation of powers.

(2) Except as may be authorized by the federal water pollution control act, the fund shall not provide grant
assistance to a municipality or provide loans for the local share of projects constructed with grants provided
under title II of the federal water pollution control act, chapter 758, 86 Stat. 833, 33 U.S.C. 1281, 1282 to
1293, and 1294 to 1299.

(3) This state is not liable to a municipality, or any other person performing services for the municipality,
for costs incurred in developing or submitting an application for assistance under this part.

(4) It is the specific intent of the legislature to minimize paperwork for tier II projects.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Environmental Assistance Division
to the Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at MCL 324.99901 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5303 Cooperative regional or intermunicipal projects; project plan for tier I or tier II
project; documentation; notice; public comment; development of priority list; submission
of priority list to legislature; effective date of priority list; other actions not limited; “on-site
septic system” defined.
Sec. 5303. (1) Municipalities shall consider and utilize, where possible, cooperative regional or

intermunicipal projects in satisfying sewerage needs in the development of project plans.
(2) A municipality may submit a project plan for use by the department in developing a priority list.
(3) The project plan for a tier I project shall include documentation that demonstrates that the project is

needed to assure maintenance of, or to progress toward, compliance with the federal water pollution control
act or part 31, and to meet the minimum requirements of the national environmental policy act of 1969, Public
Law 91-190, 42 USC 4321, 4331 to 4335, and 4341 to 4347. The documentation shall demonstrate all of the
following:

(a) The need for the project.
(b) That feasible alternatives to the project were evaluated taking into consideration volume reduction

opportunities and the demographic, topographic, hydrologic, and institutional characteristics of the area.
(c) That the project is cost effective and implementable from a legal, institutional, financial, and

management standpoint.
(d) Other information as required by the department.
(4) The project plan for a tier II project shall include documentation that demonstrates that the project is or

was needed to assure maintenance of or progress towards compliance with the federal water pollution control
act or part 31, and is consistent with all applicable state environmental laws. The documentation shall include
all of the following information:

(a) Information to demonstrate the need for the project.
(b) A showing that the cost of the project is or was justified, taking into account available alternatives.

Those costs determined by the department to be in excess of those costs justified are not eligible for assistance
under this part.

(5) After notice and an opportunity for public comment, the department shall annually develop separate
priority lists for sewage treatment works projects and stormwater treatment projects, for nonpoint source
projects, and for projects funded under the strategic water quality initiatives fund created in section 5204.
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treatment works projects, stormwater projects, and nonpoint source projects shall be in accordance with all of
the following:

(a) Assistance for approved sewage treatment works projects and stormwater treatment projects shall be
provided for projects in the fundable range of the priority list developed pursuant to 5303, and to other
projects that may become fundable pursuant to section 5310.

(b) Assistance for approved qualified nonpoint source projects shall be provided for projects in the
fundable range of the priority list developed pursuant to section 5303. The director shall annually allocate at
least 2% of the available funds to the extent needed to provide assistance to projects on the nonpoint source
priority list. If these funds are not awarded, the allocation shall revert to provide assistance to projects on the
sewage treatment works priority list.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 397, Eff. Nov. 5, 2002.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 397 of 2002 provides:
“Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless the question provided for in the Great Lakes water quality bond

authorization act is approved by a majority of the registered electors voting on the question at the November 2002 general election.”
Act 396 of 2002, the Great Lakes water quality bond authorization act, which was approved by the Governor on May 29, 2002, and

filed with the Secretary of State on May 30, 2002, provided that bonds “shall not be issued under this act unless the question set forth in
section 5 [MCL 324.95205] is approved by a majority vote of the registered electors voting on the question.” In accordance with Const
1963, art 9, sec 15, the question of borrowing a sum of not to exceed $1,000,000,000.00 and the issuance of general obligation bonds of
the state for the purposes set forth in the act was submitted to, and approved by, the qualified electors of the state as Proposal 02-2 at the
November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5305 Descriptions and timetables for actions.
Sec. 5305. The department shall provide written descriptions and timetables for actions required under this

part, including the intended use plan developed under section 5306, and may provide to municipalities that
request assistance in writing other information that the department considers appropriate.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5306 Intended use plan; preparation and submission; purpose; public participation;
changes in plan; contents of plan; notice of approval; notification of municipality;
information to be provided; schedule.
Sec. 5306. (1) The department shall prepare and submit an intended use plan annually to identify proposed

annual intended uses of the fund, and to facilitate the negotiation process that the department may conduct
with the United States environmental protection agency for the capitalization grant agreement and schedule of
payments to be made to this state under the federal water pollution control act.

(2) The department shall provide for a public participation process that requires not less than 1 public
hearing for the intended use plan. The department may make changes in the intended use plan without holding
additional hearings in response to the comments received from the United States environmental protection
agency and through the public participation process.

(3) The intended use plan shall include all of the following:
(a) A copy of the state's priority lists.
(b) A description of the long- and short-term goals of the fund.
(c) The proposed fundable range and an allocation of the funds available for projects on the nonpoint

source priority list and for the sewage treatment works projects and stormwater treatment projects priority list.
(d) A description of the projects that are on the priority lists, including project categories and types,

applicable discharge or enforceable requirements, proposed terms of the assistance, including a schedule of
estimated disbursements of funds, and the names of the municipalities proposed to receive assistance.

(e) Any necessary assurances or proposals indicating how the state intends to meet applicable federal
requirements.

(f) A description of the criteria and method for distribution of the fund.
(g) A description of the public participation process followed in the development of the intended use plan

and the results of that process.
(h) Any other information needed to comply with the federal water pollution control act.
(i) Any other information considered appropriate by the department.
(4) Upon notice from the United States environmental protection agency that the intended use plan is

approved, the department shall notify each municipality of its inclusion on the intended use plan and shall
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assistance under this part.
(5) A federal, state, or other water supplier that is not regulated by the department shall not receive

assistance under this part.
History: Add. 1997, Act 26, Imd. Eff. June 17, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5405 Water suppliers; application for assistance; project plan.
Sec. 5405. (1) A water supplier who is interested in applying for assistance under this part shall prepare

and submit to the department a project plan as provided in this section. The department shall use project plans
submitted under this section to develop a priority list for assistance as provided under this part.

(2) During the development of a project plan, a water supplier that is a municipality shall consider and
utilize, where practicable, cooperative regional or intermunicipal projects, and a water supplier that is not a
municipality shall consider and utilize, where practicable, connection to, or ownership by, a water supplier
that is a municipality.

(3) The project plan for a project shall include documentation that demonstrates that the project is needed
to assure maintenance of, or progress toward, compliance with the federal safe drinking water act. A complete
project plan shall include all of the following as background:

(a) Identification of planning area boundaries and characteristics.
(b) A description of the existing waterworks systems.
(c) A description of the existing waterworks problems and needs, including the severity and extent of water

supply problems or public health problems.
(d) An examination of projected needs for the next 20 years.
(e) Population projections and the source and basis for the population projections.
(4) A project plan shall include an analysis of alternatives, which shall consist of a systematic

identification, screening, study, evaluation, and cost-effectiveness comparison of feasible technologies,
processes, and techniques. The alternatives shall be capable of meeting the applicable state drinking water
standards over the design life of the facility, while recognizing environmental and other nonmonetary
considerations. The analysis shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following:

(a) A planning period for the cost-effectiveness analysis of 20 years or other such planning period as is
justified by the unique characteristics of the project.

(b) Monetary costs that consider the present worth or equivalent annual value of all capital costs and
operation and maintenance costs.

(c) Provisions for the ultimate disposal of residuals and sludge resulting from drinking water treatment
processes.

(d) A synopsis of the environmental setting of the project and an analysis of the potential environmental
and public health impacts of the various alternatives, as well as the identification of any significant
environmental or public health benefits precluded by rejection of an alternative.

(e) Consideration of opportunities to make more efficient use of energy and resources.
(f) A description of the relationship between the service capacity of each waterworks systems alternative

and the estimated future needs using population projections under subsection (3)(e).
(5) A project plan shall include a description of the selected alternative, including all of the following:
(a) Relevant design parameters.
(b) Estimated capital construction costs, operation and maintenance costs, and a description of the manner

in which project costs will be financed.
(c) A demonstration of the water supplier's ability to repay the incurred debt, including an analysis of the

impacts of the annual user costs for water supply on its users.
(d) A demonstration that the selected alternative is implementable considering the legal, institutional,

technical, financial, and managerial resources of the water supplier.
(e) Assurance that there is sufficient waterworks system service capacity for the service area based on

projected needs identified in subdivision (d) while avoiding the use of funds available under this part to
finance the expansion of any public water system if a primary purpose of the expansion is to accommodate
future development.

(f) Documentation of the project's consistency with the approved general plan prepared pursuant to section
4 of Act 399, MCL 325.1004.

(g) An analysis of the environmental and public health impacts of the selected alternative.
(h) Consideration of structural and nonstructural measures that could be taken to mitigate or eliminate

adverse effects on the environment.
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(C) For other source or treatment facility upgrades not included in subparagraph (i)(A) or (B), 25 points
shall be awarded.

(D) To satisfy the conditions of a formal enforcement action, 25 points shall be awarded. Points awarded
for formal enforcement actions are in addition to the maximum points allowable in any category.

(E) For source water protection, 50 points shall be awarded.
(ii) If transmission or distribution watermains are upgraded, a maximum of 125 points shall be awarded, if

the improvement is:
(A) To meet minimum capacity where flow or residual pressure is less than acceptable, 100 points shall be

awarded.
(B) For reliability, including looping or redundant feeds, 75 points shall be awarded.
(C) Other transmission or distribution system upgrades not included in subparagraph (ii)(A) or (B), 25

points shall be awarded.
(D) To satisfy the conditions of a formal enforcement action, 25 points shall be awarded. Points awarded

for formal enforcement actions are in addition to the maximum points allowable in any category.
(iii) If water storage facilities or pumping stations are upgraded, a maximum of 125 points shall be

awarded, if the improvement is:
(A) To meet minimum capacity where storage or pumping capacity is less than minimum requirements,

100 points shall be awarded.
(B) For reliability, 75 points shall be awarded.
(C) Other storage facility or pumping station upgrades not included in subparagraph (iii)(A) or (B), 25

points shall be awarded.
(D) To satisfy the conditions of a formal enforcement action, 25 points shall be awarded. Points awarded

for formal enforcement actions are in addition to the maximum points allowable in any category.
(c) A maximum of 50 points shall be awarded based on the population served by the water system

according to the following table. However, a transient noncommunity water supply as defined in section 2 of
Act 399, MCL 325.1002, is eligible for 1/2 of the point value listed in the following table:

Population   Points
>50,000     50
10,001 – 50,000     40
3,301 – 10,000     30
501 – 3,300     20
0 – 500     10

(d) A maximum of 50 points shall be awarded to a community water supply that serves a disadvantaged
community.

(e) A maximum of 100 points shall be awarded for projects that include consolidation as follows:
(i) If 1 or more public water supplies are brought into compliance with state drinking water standards as a

result of consolidation, 100 points shall be awarded.
(ii) If deficiencies, which are documented in writing by the department, at 1 or more public water supplies

are corrected as a result of consolidation, 60 points shall be awarded.
(iii) Other consolidations, not included under subparagraph (i) or (ii), shall be awarded 40 points.
(f) For communities that have completed an approved source water protection program, 100 points shall be

awarded.
(g) After scoring, using the criteria in subdivisions (a) through (f), if 2 or more projects have the same

score, the following tie-breaker shall be applied:
(i) If the system has fewer than 2 violations of the monitoring, record-keeping, and reporting requirements

of Act 399 in the previous 2-year reporting period, or no violations if ownership of the system has changed in
the previous 2 years, it shall rank above systems having more violations.

(ii) After applying the tie-breaker in subparagraph (i), if 2 or more projects score exactly the same, a
calculation of the cost per population served by the water system shall be made. The affected projects shall be
ranked with the highest ratio of cost to population ranked higher.

(2) The priority list shall be submitted annually to the chairpersons of the senate and house of
representatives standing committees that primarily consider legislation pertaining to the protection of public
health and the environment.

(3) In preparing the priority list, to ensure that a disproportionate share of available funds for a given fiscal
year is not committed to a single water supply project, the department may segment a project if either of the
following criteria is present:

(a) The cost of the proposed project is more than 30% of the total amount available in the fund during the
fiscal year.
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Sec. 5506. (1) After the date established pursuant to subsections (3) and (4)(n), if an application for an
operating permit is required to be submitted, a person shall not operate a source that is required to obtain an
operating permit under section 502a of title V of the clean air act, chapter 360, 104 Stat. 2641, 42 U.S.C.
7661a, and which is thereby subject to the requirements of this section except in compliance with an operating
permit issued by the department. A permit issued under this section does not convey a property right or an
exclusive privilege.

(2) If a person who owns or operates a source has submitted a timely and administratively complete
application for an operating permit, including an application for renewal of an operating permit, but final
action has not been taken on the application, the source's failure to have an operating permit is not a violation
of subsection (1) unless the delay in final action is due to the failure of the person owning or operating the
source to submit information required or requested to process the application. A source required to have a
permit under this section is not in violation of subsection (1) before the date on which the source is required to
submit an application pursuant to subsections (3) and (4)(n). Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5),
expiration of an operating permit terminates a person's right to operate a source. This subsection does not
waive an applicable requirement to obtain a permit under section 5505.

(3) A person who owns or operates a source required to have an operating permit pursuant to this section
shall submit to the department within 12 months after the date on which the source becomes subject to the
requirement to obtain a permit under subsection (1), or on an earlier date specified by rule, a compliance plan
and an administratively complete application for an operating permit signed by a responsible official, who
shall certify the accuracy of the information submitted. The department shall approve or disapprove a timely
and administratively complete application, and shall issue or deny the operating permit within 18 months after
the date of receipt of the compliance plan and an administratively complete operating application, except that
the department shall establish a phased schedule for acting on the timely and administratively complete
operating permit applications submitted within the first full year after the operating permit program becomes
effective. The schedule shall assure that at least 1/3 of the applications will be acted on by the department
annually over a period not to exceed 3 years after the operating permit program becomes effective.

(4) The department shall promulgate rules to establish an operating permit program required under title V
to be administered by the department. This permit program shall include all of the following and, at a
minimum, shall be consistent with the requirements of title V:

(a) Provisions defining the categories of sources that are subject to the operating permit requirements of
this section. Operating permits under this section are not required for any source category that is not required
to obtain an operating permit under section 502(a) of the clean air act, title V of chapter 360, 104 Stat. 2641,
42 U.S.C. 7661a.

(b) Requirements for operating permit applications, including standard application forms, the minimum
information that must be submitted with an administratively complete application, and criteria for determining
in a timely fashion the administrative completeness of an application.

(c) A requirement that each operating permit application include a compliance plan describing how the
source will comply with all applicable requirements of this part, rules promulgated under this part, and the
clean air act.

(d) Provisions for inspection, entry, monitoring, record keeping, and reporting applicable to each operating
permit issued under this section.

(e) Requirements and provisions for expeditiously determining when applications are technically complete,
for processing applications.

(f) Provisions for transmitting copies of each operating permit application and proposed and final permits,
including each modification or renewal, to the administrator of the United States environmental protection
agency, and for notifying all other states whose air quality may be affected and are contiguous to this state
and for providing an opportunity for those states to provide written recommendations on each operating
permit application and proposed permit, pursuant to the requirements of section 505(a) and (d) of the clean air
act, title V of chapter 360, 104 Stat. 2643, 42 U.S.C. 7661d.

(g) Provisions for issuance of operating permits and, in accordance with this part and rules promulgated
under this part, for denial, termination, modification, revocation, renewal, and revision of operating permits
for cause.

(h) Provisions to allow for changes within a permitted source without a revision to the operating permit, if
the changes are not modifications under any provision of title I of the clean air act, chapter 360, 77 Stat. 392,
42 U.S.C. 7401 to 7431, 7470 to 7479, 7491 to 7492, 7501 to 7509a, and 7511 to 7515, and the changes do
not exceed the emissions allowed under the operating permit, if the owner or operator of the source provides
the department and the administrator of the United States environmental protection agency with written
notification at least 7 days in advance of the proposed changes. However, the department may provide a
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solely for the purpose of complying with an enforceable emissions cap that is established in the permit
pursuant to 40 C.F.R. part 70.4(b)(12)(iii), independent of any otherwise applicable requirements of this part,
the rules promulgated under this part, or the clean air act.

(n) A schedule of the dates when submittal of an application for an operating permit is required for the
source categories subject to this section and a phased schedule for taking final action on those applications.

(5) Each operating permit issued under this section shall be for a fixed term not to exceed 5 years. A permit
applicant shall submit a timely application for renewal of an operating permit at least 6 months, but not more
than 18 months, prior to the expiration of the term of the existing operating permit. If a timely and
administratively complete application is submitted, but the department has not approved or denied the renewal
permit before the expiration of the term of the existing permit, the existing permit shall not expire until the
renewal permit is approved or denied.

(6) Each operating permit issued pursuant to this section shall include those enforceable emissions
limitations and standards applicable to the source, if any, and other conditions necessary to assure compliance
with the applicable requirements of this part, rules promulgated under this part, and the clean air act, a
schedule of compliance, and a requirement that the owner or operator of a source submit to the department, at
least every 6 months, a report summarizing the results of any required monitoring. Each operating permit
issued pursuant to this section shall also include a severability clause to ensure the continued validity of the
unchallenged terms and conditions of the operating permit if any portion of a permit is challenged.

(7) The department shall require revision of an operating permit prior to the expiration of the permit
consistent with section 5506(4)(g), for any of the following reasons or to do any of the following:

(a) To incorporate new applicable emissions limitations, standards, or rules promulgated under this part or
regulations promulgated under the clean air act, issued or promulgated after the issuance of the permit, if 3 or
more years remain in the term of the permit. A revision shall occur as expeditiously as practicable, but not
later than 18 months after the promulgation of the emission limitation, standard, rule, or regulation. A revision
is not required if the effective date of the emission limitation, standard, rule, or regulation is after the
expiration date of the permit.

(b) To incorporate new applicable standards and requirements of the acid rain program under title IV into
the operating permits of sources affected by that program.

(c) If the department determines that the permit contains a material mistake; that information required by
this part, rules promulgated under this part, or the clean air act was omitted; or that an inaccurate statement
was made in establishing the emissions limitations, standards, or conditions of the permit.

(d) If the department determines that the permit must be revised to assure compliance with the applicable
requirements of this part, rules promulgated under this part, or the clean air act.

(8) At the request of the permit holder, a permit revision under subsection (7) may be treated as a permit
renewal if it complies with the applicable requirements for permit renewals of this part, rules promulgated
under this part, and the clean air act.

(9) A person who owns or operates a source subject to an operating permit issued pursuant to this section
shall promptly report to the department any deviations from the emissions limitations, standards, or conditions
of the permit and shall annually certify to the department that the source has been and is in compliance with
all emissions limitations, standards, and conditions of the permit, except for those deviations reported to the
department, during the reporting period. A responsible official shall sign all reports submitted pursuant to this
subsection.

(10) The department shall not approve or otherwise issue any operating permit for a source required to
obtain an operating permit pursuant to section 502(a) of title V of the clean air act, chapter 360, 104 Stat.
2641, 42 U.S.C. 7661a, if the administrator of the United States environmental protection agency objects to
issuance of the permit in a timely manner pursuant to section 505(b) of title V of the clean air act, chapter
360, 104 Stat. 2643, 42 U.S.C. 7661d.

(11) Each operating permit shall contain a statement that compliance with an operating permit issued in
accordance with this section is compliance with subsection (1). In addition, the statement shall provide that
compliance with the operating permit is compliance with other applicable requirements of this part, rules
promulgated under this part, and the clean air act, as of the date of permit issuance if either of the following
requirements is met:

(a) The permit specifically includes the applicable requirement.
(b) The permit includes a determination that any other requirements that are specifically referred to in the

determination are not applicable.
(12) An application for an operating permit may include a request that the permit include reference to

specific requirements of this part, rules promulgated under this part, or the clean air act that the person
owning or operating the source believes are not applicable to the source. The operating permit shall include a
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within 30 days of the effective date of the order. The department shall schedule the matter for hearing within
30 days of receipt of the petition for a contested case hearing. A final order or determination of the
department upon the matter following the hearing is conclusive, unless reviewed in accordance with Act No.
306 of the Public Acts of 1969, in the circuit court for the county of Ingham or for the county in which the
person resides.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5516 Public hearing; information available to the public; use of confidential information.
Sec. 5516. (1) A public hearing with reference to pollution control may be held before the department.

Persons designated to conduct the hearing shall be described as presiding officers and shall be disinterested
and technically qualified persons.

(2) A copy of each permit, permit application, order, compliance plan and schedule of compliance,
emissions or compliance monitoring report, sample analysis, compliance certification, or other report or
information required under this part, rules promulgated under this part, or permits or orders issued under this
part shall be available to the public to the extent provided by the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of
the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(3) A person whose activities are regulated under this part may designate a record or other information, or
a portion of a record, permit application, or other information furnished to or obtained by the department or its
agents, as being only for the confidential use of the department. The department shall notify the person
asserting confidentiality of a request for public records under section 5 of the freedom of information act, Act
No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being section 15.235 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the scope of which
includes information that has been designated by the regulated person as being confidential. The person
asserting confidentiality has 25 days after the receipt of the notice to demonstrate to the department that the
information designated as confidential should not be disclosed because the information is a trade secret or
secret process, or is production, commercial, or financial information the disclosure of which would
jeopardize the competitive position of the person from whom the information was obtained, and make
available information not otherwise publicly available. The department shall grant the request for the
information unless the person regulated under this part demonstrates to the satisfaction of the department that
the information should not be disclosed. If there is a dispute between the person asserting confidentiality and
the person requesting information under Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, the department shall make
the decision to grant or deny the request. After the department makes a decision to grant a request, the
information requested shall not be released until 8 business days after the regulated person's receipt of notice
of the department's decision. This does not prevent the use of the information by the department in compiling
or publishing analyses or summaries relating to ambient air quality if the analyses or summaries do not
identify the person or reveal information which is otherwise confidential under this section. This section does
not render data on the quantity, composition, or quality of emissions from any source confidential. Data on
the amount and nature of air contaminants emitted from a source shall be available to the public.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5517 Petition for relief from rule.
Sec. 5517. Application for relief from a rule promulgated by the department shall be made by petition to

the circuit court for the county of Ingham or for the county in which the petitioner resides. The petition shall
be verified as in a civil action. Each petition shall contain a plain and concise statement of the material facts
on which the petitioner relies, shall set forth the rule or part of the rule that the petitioner claims is
unreasonable or prejudicial to the petitioner, and shall specify the grounds for the claim. The petition may be
accompanied by affidavits or other written proof and shall demand the relief to which the petitioner alleges he
or she is entitled, in the alternative or otherwise. The petition may be made by 1 or more persons, jointly or
severally, who are aggrieved by a rule, whether or not the petitioner is or was a party to the proceeding in
which the rule was promulgated by the department.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5518 Notice to discontinue pollution; hearing; suit brought by attorney general in circuit
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costs associated with an enforcement action.
(e) Emissions and ambient monitoring.
(f) Modeling, analysis, or demonstration.
(g) Preparing inventories and tracking emissions.
(h) Providing direct and indirect support to facilities under the small business clean air assistance program

created in part 57.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 245, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.5522 THIS SECTION MAY NOT APPLY: See subsection (11) ***** 

324.5522 Fee-subject facility; air quality fees; calculation of facility emissions for previous
year; annual report detailing activities of previous fiscal year; action by attorney general
for collection of fees; applicability of section; condition; "electric provider" defined.
Sec. 5522. (1) Until October 1, 2019, the owner or operator of each fee-subject facility shall pay air quality

fees as required and calculated under this section. The department may levy and collect an annual air quality
fee from the owner or operator of each fee-subject facility in this state. The legislature intends that the fees
required under this section meet the minimum requirements of the clean air act and that this expressly stated
fee system serve as a limitation on the amount of fees imposed under this part on the owners or operators of
fee-subject facilities in this state.

(2) The annual air quality fee shall be calculated for each fee-subject facility, according to the following
procedure:

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (d), for category I facilities, the annual air quality fee shall be the
sum of a facility charge of $5,250.00 and an emissions charge as specified in subdivision (e) or (f).

(b) For category II facilities, the annual air quality fee shall be the sum of a facility charge of $1,795.00
and an emissions charge as specified in subdivision (e) or (f).

(c) For category III facilities, the annual air quality fee shall be $250.00.
(d) For municipal electric generating facilities that are category I facilities and that emit more than 730

tons of fee-subject air pollutants, the annual air quality fee shall be the following amount, based on the
number of tons of fee-subject air pollutants emitted:

(i) For more than 730 tons but less than 5,000 tons, an annual fee of $41,830.00.
(ii) For 5,000 tons or more, an annual fee equal to the sum of a facility charge of $5,250.00 and an

emissions charge as specified in subdivision (e).
(e) The emissions charge for category I facilities that are electric providers and that are not covered by

subdivision (d) and for category II facilities that are electric providers shall equal the emission charge rate
multiplied by the actual tons of fee-subject air pollutants emitted. The emission charge rate for fee-subject air
pollutants shall be $51.15. A pollutant that qualifies as a fee-subject air pollutant under more than 1 class shall
be charged only once. The actual tons of fee-subject air pollutants emitted shall be considered to be the sum
of all fee-subject air pollutants emitted at the fee-subject facility for the calendar year 2 years preceding the
year of billing, but not more than the lesser of the following:

(i) 6,100 tons.
(ii) 1,500 tons per pollutant, if the sum of all fee-subject air pollutants except carbon monoxide emitted at

the fee-subject facility is less than 6,100 tons.
(f) The emissions charge for category I or category II facilities that are not electric providers shall be

calculated in the same manner as provided in subdivision (e). However, the actual tons of fee-subject air
pollutants emitted shall be considered to be the sum of all fee-subject air pollutants emitted at a fee-subject
facility for the calendar year 2 years preceding the year of billing, but not more than the lesser of the
following:

(i) 4,500 tons.
(ii) 1,250 tons per pollutant, if the sum of all fee-subject air pollutants except carbon monoxide emitted at

the fee-subject facility is less than 4,500 tons.
(3) After January 1, but before January 15 of each year, the department shall notify the owner or operator

of each fee-subject facility of its assessed annual air quality fee. Payment is due within 90 calendar days of
the mailing date of the air quality fee notification. If an assessed fee is challenged under subsection (5),
payment is due within 90 calendar days of the mailing date of the air quality fee notification or within 30 days
of receipt of a revised fee or statement supporting the original fee, whichever is later. However, to combine
fee assessments, the department may adjust the billing date and due date under this subsection for category III
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at a facility is in excess of 50 tons per year and where such piles are located within a facility with potential
particulate emissions from all sources including fugitive dust sources and all other sources exceeding 100 tons
per year, shall be protected by a cover or enclosure or sprayed with water or a surfactant solution, or treated
by an equivalent method, in accordance with the operating program required by subsection (4).

(ii) All conveyor loading operations to storage piles specified in subparagraph (i) shall utilize spray
systems, telescopic chutes, stone ladders, or other equivalent methods in accordance with the operating
program required by subsection (4). Batch loading operations to storage piles specified in subparagraph (i)
shall utilize spray systems, limited drop heights, enclosures, or other equivalent methods in accordance with
the operating program required by subsection (4). Unloading operations from storage piles specified in
subparagraph (i) shall utilize rake reclaimers, bucket wheel reclaimers, under-pile conveying, pneumatic
conveying with baghouse, water sprays, gravity-feed plow reclaimer, front-end loaders with limited drop
heights, or other equivalent methods in accordance with the operating program required by subsection (4).

(iii) All traffic pattern access areas surrounding storage piles specified in subparagraph (i) and all traffic
pattern roads and parking facilities shall be paved or treated with water, oils, or chemical dust suppressants.
All paved areas, including traffic pattern access areas surrounding storage piles specified in subparagraph (i),
shall be cleaned in accordance with the operating program required by subsection (4). All areas treated with
water, oils, or chemical dust suppressants shall have the treatment applied in accordance with the operating
program required by subsection (4).

(iv) All unloading and transporting operations of materials collected by pollution control equipment shall
be enclosed or shall utilize spraying, pelletizing, screw conveying, or other equivalent methods.

(v) Crushers, grinding mills, screening operations, bucket elevators, conveyor transfer points, conveyor
bagging operations, storage bins, and fine product truck and railcar loading operations shall be sprayed with
water or a surfactant solution, utilize choke-feeding, or be treated by an equivalent method in accordance with
an operating program required under subsection (4). This subparagraph shall not apply to high-lines at steel
mills.

(b) If particulate collection equipment is operated pursuant to this section, emissions from such equipment
shall not exceed 0.03 grains per dry standard cubic foot (0.07 grams per cubic meter).

(c) A person shall not cause or allow the operation of a vehicle for the transporting of bulk materials with a
silt content of more than 1% without employing 1 or more of the following control methods:

(i) The use of completely enclosed trucks, tarps, or other covers for bulk materials with a silt content of
20% or more by weight.

(ii) The use of tarps, chemical dust suppressants, or water in sufficient quantity to maintain the surface in a
wet condition for bulk materials with a silt content of more than 5% but less than 20%.

(iii) Loading trucks so that no part of the load making contact with any sideboard, side panel, or rear part
of the load comes within 6 inches of the top part of the enclosure for bulk materials with a silt content of more
than 1% but not more than 5%.

(d) All vehicles for transporting bulk materials off-site shall be maintained in such a way as to prevent
leakage or spillage and shall comply with the requirements of section 720 of the Michigan vehicle code, Act
No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being section 257.720 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and with R
28.1457 of the Michigan administrative code.

(e) The provisions of subdivisions (c) and (d) do not apply to vehicles with less than a 2-ton capacity that
are used to transport sand, gravel, stones, peat, or topsoil.

(f) The provisions of subdivision (c)(i) and (ii) do not apply to fly ash which has been thoroughly wetted
and has the property of forming a stable crust upon drying.

(g) The provisions of subdivision (c) do not apply to the transportation of iron or steel slag if the vehicles
do not leave the facility and the slag has a temperature of 200 degrees fahrenheit or greater.

(4) All fugitive dust sources subject to the provisions of this section shall be operated in compliance with
both the provisions of an operating program that shall be prepared by the owner or operator of the source and
submitted to the department and with applicable provisions of this section. Such operating program shall be
designed to significantly reduce the fugitive dust emissions to the lowest level that a particular source is
capable of achieving by the application of control technology that is reasonably available, considering
technological and economic feasibility. The operating program shall be implemented with the approval of the
department.

(5) The operating program required by subsection (4) is subject to review and approval or disapproval by
the department and shall be considered approved if not acted on by the department within 90 days of
submittal. All programs approved by the department shall become a part of a legally enforceable order or as
part of an approved permit to install or operate. At a minimum, the operating program shall include all of the
following:
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control equipment, unless such control equipment is, aside from air pollution control requirements, vital to the
production of the normal product of the source or to its normal operation. Annual potential particulate
emissions shall be based on the maximum annual-rated capacity of the source, unless the source is subject to
enforceable permit conditions or enforceable orders which limit the operating rate or the hours of operation or
both. Enforceable agreements or permit conditions on the type or amount of materials combusted or processed
shall be used in determining the potential particulate emission rate of a source.

(h) “Process” or “process equipment” has the meaning ascribed to it in R 336.1116 of the Michigan
administrative code.

(i) “Silt content” means that portion, by weight, of a particulate material which will pass through a number
200 (75 micron) wire sieve as determined by the American society of testing material, test C-136-76.

(j) “Test method 9D” means the method by which visible emissions of fugitive dust shall be determined
according to test method 9 as set forth in appendix A-reference methods in 40 CFR, part 60, with the
following modifications:

(i) The data reduction provisions of section 2.5 of method 9 shall be based on an average of 12 consecutive
readings recorded at 15-second intervals.

(ii) For roadways and parking lots, opacity observations shall be made from a position such that the
observer's line of vision is approximately perpendicular to the plume direction and approximately 4 feet
directly above the surface of the road or parking area from which the emissions are being generated. The
observer shall not look continuously at the plume, but instead shall observe the plume momentarily at
15-second intervals at the point of maximum plume density. Consecutive readings must be suspended for any
15-second period if a vehicle is in the observer's line of sight. If this occurs, a “V” shall be used in lieu of a
numerical value, and a footnote shall be made to indicate that “V” signifies that the observer's view was
obstructed by a vehicle. Readings shall continue at the next 15-second period, and they shall be considered
consecutive to the reading immediately preceding the 15-second period denoted by a “V”. Consecutive
readings also shall be suspended for any 15-second period if a vehicle passes through the area traveling in the
opposite direction and creates a plume that is intermixed with the plume being read. If this occurs, an “I” shall
be used in lieu of a numerical value, and a footnote shall be made to indicate that “I” signifies that the
readings were terminated due to interference from intermixed plumes. Readings shall continue when, in the
judgment of the observer, the plume created by the vehicle traveling in the opposite direction no longer
interferes with the plume originally being read; and they shall be considered consecutive to the reading
immediately preceding the 15-second period denoted by an “I”. Intermixing of plumes from vehicles traveling
in the same direction represents the road conditions, and reading shall continue in the prescribed manner. A
reading encompassing an unusual condition (such as a broken bag of cement on the pavement) cannot be used
to represent the entire surface condition involved. In such cases, another set of readings, encompassing the
average surface condition, must be conducted. For all other fugitive dust sources except roadways and parking
lots, opacity observations shall be made from a position that provides the observer a clear view of the source
and the fugitive dust with the sun behind the observer. A position at least 15 feet from the source is
recommended. To the extent possible, the line of sight should be approximately perpendicular to the flow of
fugitive dust and to the longer axis of the emissions. Opacity observations shall be made for the point of
highest opacity within the fugitive dust. Since the highest opacity usually occurs immediately above or
downwind of the source, the observer should normally concentrate on the area or areas of the plume close to
the source.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5526 Investigation; inspection; furnishing duplicate of analytical report; powers of
department or authorized representative; entry or access to records refused; powers of
attorney general; “authorized representative” defined.
Sec. 5526. (1) The department may, upon the presentation of credentials and other documents as may be

required by law, and upon stating the authority and purpose of the investigation, enter and inspect any
property at reasonable times for the purpose of investigating either an actual or suspected source of air
pollution or ascertaining compliance or noncompliance with this part, rules promulgated under this part, the
clean air act, a permit issued under this part, or any determination or order issued under this part. If in
connection with an investigation or inspection, samples of air contaminants are taken for analysis, a duplicate
of the analytical report shall be furnished promptly to the person who is suspected of causing the air pollution.
In implementing this subsection, the department or its authorized representative may do any of the following:
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consent order; public notice and opportunity for public comment; providing copy of
proposed consent order.
Sec. 5528. (1) If the department believes that a violation of this part or a rule promulgated under this part

exists, or a violation of the terms of a permit issued under this part exists, the department shall provide the
person responsible for the alleged violation with the opportunity to enter into an agreement with the
department to correct the alleged violation. The agreement may provide for monetary or other relief as agreed
upon by the parties. The agreement shall be in the form of a consent order and shall provide for compliance
with this part and rules promulgated under this part and compliance with any applicable permit issued under
this part. In addition, each consent order shall contain a compliance schedule that provides for reasonable
progress toward full compliance by a designated date.

(2) If the department believes that a violation of an order issued under this part exists, the department may
provide the person responsible for the alleged violation with the opportunity to enter into an agreement with
the department to correct the alleged violation. The agreement may provide for monetary or other relief as
agreed upon by the parties. The agreement shall be in the form of a consent order and shall provide for
compliance with this part and rules promulgated under this part and compliance with any applicable permit or
order issued under this part. In addition, each consent order shall contain a compliance schedule that provides
for reasonable progress toward full compliance by a designated date.

(3) The department shall provide public notice and an opportunity for public comment on the terms and
conditions of a consent order. Upon the request of any person the department shall provide a copy of the
proposed consent order.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5529 Administrative fine; limitation; petition for review of fine.
Sec. 5529. (1) The department may assess an administrative fine of up to $10,000.00 for each instance of

violation and, if the violation continues, for each day of continued noncompliance, if the department, on the
basis of available information, finds that the person has violated or is in violation of this part or a rule
promulgated under this part, has failed to obtain a permit required under this part, violates an order under this
part, or has failed to comply with the terms of a permit issued under this part. If a single event constitutes an
instance of violation of any combination of this part, a rule promulgated under this part, or a permit issued or
order entered under this part, the amount of the administrative fine for that single event shall not exceed
$10,000.00 for that violation. The assessment of an administrative fine may be either a part of a compliance
order or a separate order issued by the department.

(2) The authority of the department under this section is limited to matters where the total administrative
fine sought does not exceed $100,000.00 and the first alleged date of violation occurred within 12 months
prior to initiation of the administrative action. Except as may otherwise be provided by applicable law, the
department shall not condition the issuance of a permit on the payment of an administrative fine assessed
pursuant to this section.

(3) Within 28 days of being assessed an administrative fine from the department, a person may file a
petition with the department for review of this fine. Review of the fine shall be conducted pursuant to the
contested case procedures of the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of
1969, being sections 24.271 to 24.287 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. If issued as part of a consent order
issued pursuant to section 5528, only the amount of the administrative fine and the alleged violation on which
the fine is based are subject to the contested case procedures of Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5530 Commencement of civil action by attorney general; relief; costs; jurisdiction;
defenses; fines.
Sec. 5530. (1) The attorney general may commence a civil action against a person for appropriate relief,

including injunctive relief, and a civil fine as provided in subsection (2) for any of the following:
(a) Violating this part or a rule promulgated under this part.
(b) Failure to obtain a permit under this part.
(c) Failure to comply with the terms of a permit or an order issued under this part.
(d) Failure to pay an air quality fee or comply with a filing requirement under this part.
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Sec. 5537. The department shall grant a variance from any rule to, and suspend the enforcement of the rule
as it applies to, any person who shows in the case of the person and of the source, process, or process
equipment that the person operates that his or her compliance with the rule or regulation, and that the
acquisition, installation, operation and maintenance of a source or process, or process equipment required or
necessary to accomplish the compliance, would constitute an undue hardship on the person and would be out
of proportion to the benefits to be obtained by compliance. A variance shall not be granted under this section
if the person applying for the variance is causing air pollution that is injurious to the public health or if the
granting of the variance would violate the clean air act. Any variance granted shall not be construed as
relieving the person who receives it from any liability imposed by other law for the maintenance of a
nuisance.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5538 Variance; period granted; report; conditions.
Sec. 5538. Any variance granted pursuant to sections 5535, 5536, and 5537 shall be granted for a period of

time, that does not exceed 1 year, as is specified by the department at the time of granting it, but any variance
may be continued from year to year. Any variance granted by the department may be granted on the condition
that the person receiving it shall report to the department periodically, as the department specifies, as to the
progress which the person has made toward compliance with the rule of the department.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5539 Variance; revocation or modification of order; public hearing and notice required.
Sec. 5539. The department may revoke or modify any order permitting a variance by written order, after a

public hearing held upon not less than 10 days' notice.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5540 Purpose of part; alteration of existing rights of actions or remedies.
Sec. 5540. It is the purpose of this part to provide additional and cumulative remedies to prevent and abate

air pollution. This part does not abridge or alter rights of action or remedies now or hereafter existing. This
part or anything done by virtue of this part shall not be construed as estopping persons from the exercise of
their respective rights to suppress nuisances or to prevent or abate air pollution.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5541 Construction of part; evidentiary effect of determination by commission.
Sec. 5541. This part does not repeal any of the laws relating to air pollution which are not by this part

expressly repealed. This part is ancillary to and supplements the laws now in force, except as they may be in
direct conflict with this part. The final order or determination of the department shall not be used as evidence
of presumptive air pollution in any suit filed by any person other than the department.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5542 Effect on existing ordinances or regulations; local enforcement; cooperation with
local governmental units.
Sec. 5542. (1) Nothing in this part or in any rule promulgated under this part invalidates any existing

ordinance or regulation having requirements equal to or greater than the minimum applicable requirements of
this part or prevents any political subdivision from adopting similar provisions if their requirements are equal
to or greater than the minimum applicable requirements of this part.

(2) When a political subdivision or enforcing official of a political subdivision fails to enforce properly the
provisions of the political subdivision's ordinances, laws, or regulations that afford equal protection to the
public as provided in this part, the department, after consultation with the local official or governing body of
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Sec. 5703. (1) The office of the small business clean air ombudsman is created within the department of
commerce. The office shall exercise its powers and duties independently of any state department or entity.

(2) The principal executive officer of the office is the small business clean air ombudsman, who shall be
appointed by the governor.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities, including budgeting procurement and
management-related functions, of the office of the small business clean air ombudsman to the Michigan jobs commission, see E.R.O. No.
1995-1, compiled at MCL 408.49 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Environmental Assistance Division to the Director of
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5704 Office of ombudsman; responsibilities and duties.
Sec. 5704. The office of the ombudsman is responsible for assessing and ensuring that the goals of the

program are being met and in addition shall coordinate or do all of the following:
(a) Conduct independent evaluations of all aspects of the program.
(b) Review and provide comments and recommendations to the United States environmental protection

agency and state and local air pollution control authorities regarding the development and implementation of
requirements that impact small businesses.

(c) Facilitate and promote the participation of small businesses in the development of rules that impact
small businesses.

(d) Assist in providing reports to the governor and legislature and the public regarding the applicability of
the requirements of this part, part 55, and the clean air act to small business.

(e) Aid in the dissemination of information, including, but not limited to, air pollution requirements and
control technologies, to small businesses and other interested parties.

(f) Participate in or sponsor meetings and conferences with state and local regulatory officials, industry
groups, and small business representatives.

(g) Aid in investigating and resolving complaints and disputes from small businesses against the state or
local air pollution control authorities, or both.

(h) Periodically review the work and services provided by the program with trade associations and
representatives of small business.

(i) Refer small businesses to the appropriate specialist in the program where they may obtain information
and assistance on affordable alternative technologies, process changes, and products and operational methods
to help reduce air pollution and accidental releases.

(j) Arrange for and assist in the preparation of guideline documents by the program and ensure that the
language is readily understandable by laypersons.

(k) Work with trade associations and small businesses to bring about voluntary compliance with the clean
air act and part 55.

(l) Work with regional and state offices of the small business administration, the United States department
of commerce and state department of commerce, and other federal and state agencies that may have programs
to financially assist small businesses in need of funds to comply with environmental requirements.

(m) Work with private sector financial institutions to assist small businesses in locating sources of funds to
comply with state and local air pollution control requirements.

(n) Conduct studies to evaluate the impacts of the clean air act and part 55 on the state's economy, local
economies, and small businesses.

(o) Work with other states to establish a network for sharing information on small businesses and their
efforts to comply with the clean air act and the pertinent air pollution act for their state.

(p) Make recommendations to the department and the legislature concerning the reduction of any fee
required under the clean air act or part 55 to take into account the financial resources of small businesses.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities, including budgeting procurement and
management-related functions, of the office of the small business clean air ombudsman to the Michigan jobs commission, see E.R.O. No.
1995-1, compiled MCL 408.49 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Environmental Assistance Division to the Director of
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws.

Popular name: Act 451
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the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.5908 State tax commission; rules; administration of part.
Sec. 5908. The state tax commission may adopt rules as it considers necessary for the administration of

this part. These rules shall not abridge the authority of the department to determine whether or not air
pollution control exists within the meaning of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 61
EMISSIONS FROM VESSELS

324.6101 Vessels; blowing flues prohibited; exceptions.
Sec. 6101. A marine vessel while navigating in the waters of this state within 1 mile of land shall not blow

flues unless necessary under an emergency condition for the safe navigation of the vessel or to alleviate or
extinguish a flash fire in the boiler up-takes or during departure-arrival operations.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6102 Violation; penalty; separate offenses.
Sec. 6102. A person who is convicted of violating this part is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine

of not more than $1,000.00. Each occurrence is a separate offense.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 63
MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING FOR WEST MICHIGAN

324.6301 Meanings of words and phrases.
Sec. 6301. For the purposes of this part, the words and phrases contained in sections 6302 to 6304 have the

meanings ascribed to them in those sections.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6302 Definitions; A to D.
Sec. 6302. (1) “Alternative fuel” means the following fuel sources used to propel a motor vehicle:
(a) Compressed natural gas.
(b) Diesel fuel.
(c) Electric power.
(d) Propane.
(e) Any other source as defined by rule promulgated by the department.
(2) “Certificate of compliance” means a serially numbered written instrument or document that is issued to

the owner of a motor vehicle upon passing an inspection or reinspection and is evidence that the motor
vehicle complies with the standards and criteria adopted by the department under this part. The department
shall consult with the department of natural resources when appropriate to determine that rules and standards
will comply with federal requirements and sound environmental considerations.

(3) “Certificate of waiver” means a serially numbered written document or sticker indicating that the
standards and criteria of the department have been met for a motor vehicle pursuant to this part.

(4) “Clean air act” means chapter 360, 69 Stat. 322, 42 U.S.C. 7401 to 7431, 7470 to 7479, 7491 to 7492,
7501 to 7509a, 7511 to 7515, 7521 to 7525, 7541 to 7545, 7547 to 7550, 7552 to 7554, 7571 to 7574, 7581 to
7590, 7601 to 7612, 7614 to 7617, 7619 to 7622, 7624 to 7627, 7641 to 7642, 7651 to 7651o, 7661 to 7661f,
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(6) The department, in consultation with the department of state and the department of environmental
quality, may promulgate rules for the administration of the motor vehicle emissions inspection and
maintenance program, including, but not limited to, all of the following:

(a) Standards for public inspection station equipment, including emission testing equipment.
(b) Emission test cut points and other emission control requirements based on the clean air act and the state

implementation plan.
(c) Exemptions from inspections as authorized under this part.
(d) Standards and procedures for the issuance of certificates of compliance and certificates of waiver from

inspection and maintenance program requirements.
(e) Rules to ensure that owners of motor vehicles registered in this state who temporarily reside out of state

are not unduly inconvenienced by the requirements of this part. The rules may include any of the following:
(i) Reciprocal agreements with other states that require motor vehicle inspections that are at least as

stringent as those required under this part and rules promulgated under this part.
(ii) Provision for time extensions of not more than 2 years for persons temporarily residing in a state, the

District of Columbia, or a territory of the United States with which this state has not entered into a reciprocal
agreement for vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance. Additional time extensions shall be granted to
persons temporarily residing out of state because of military service.

(7) The department may promulgate rules to require the inspection of motor vehicles through the use of
remote sensing devices. These rules may provide for use of remote sensing devices for research purposes, but
shall not provide for any checklanes or other measures by which motorists will be stopped on highways or
other areas open to the general public.

(8) Upon receipt of documentation from the department, the department of state may suspend the
registration of any vehicle that is not in compliance with this part and the rules promulgated under this part
and for which the required certificate of compliance has not been obtained.

(9) If any area in this state subject to this part is redesignated by the United States environmental protection
agency as being in attainment with the national ambient air quality standards for ozone, a motor vehicle
emissions inspection and maintenance program authorized by this part is suspended and shall only be
reimplemented if required as a contingency measure included in a maintenance plan approved by the United
States environmental protection agency as part of the redesignation as an ozone attainment area. The
department may only implement the contingency measure if there is observation of an actual violation of the
ozone national ambient air quality standard under 40 C.F.R. 50.9 during the maintenance period.

(10) Implementation of a motor vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance program authorized by this
part shall be suspended if the classification of the Grand Rapids and Muskegon ozone nonattainment areas is
adjusted from moderate ozone nonattainment areas to transitional or marginal nonattainment areas by the
United States environmental protection agency pursuant to its authority under section 181 of the clean air act,
42 U.S.C. 7511, or if the United States environmental protection agency determines that a motor vehicle
emissions inspection and maintenance program is not applicable or is not necessary for either of these areas to
meet the requirements of the clean air act.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 564, Imd. Eff. Jan. 16, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6307 Registration renewal; vehicle inspection and certificate of compliance or waiver
required; validity; prohibition.
Sec. 6307. (1) The department of state shall not renew the registration of a motor vehicle subject to this

part unless the vehicle has been inspected as provided in this part and a certificate of compliance or a
certificate of waiver has been issued.

(2) Certificates of compliance and certificates of waiver issued under this part are valid for 2 years.
(3) If not exempted by this part or rules promulgated under this part, a person shall not drive a motor

vehicle registered in an area required to have a motor vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance program
without a valid certificate of compliance or certificate of waiver.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6308 Repealed. 1996, Act 564, Imd. Eff. Jan. 16, 1997.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to exemption of certain areas to requirements of part.
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Sec. 6317. A contractor shall not issue a certificate of compliance for a motor vehicle that has not been
inspected and has not met or exceeded emission cut points established by the department in accordance with
this part and the rules promulgated under this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6318 Furnishing certain information about repair facility; guidelines; failure of vehicle to
pass inspection; availability of certificates of waiver.
Sec. 6318. (1) An employee, owner, or operator of a public inspection station shall not furnish information

about the name or other description of a repair facility or other place where maintenance may be obtained.
The department shall develop guidelines for provision of this information in cooperation with the department
of state, and shall provide the house and senate standing committees dealing with transportation matters with
those guidelines before January 1, 1995.

(2) Each public inspection station shall furnish the following information upon failure of the vehicle to
pass inspection:

(a) A written inspection report listing each reason that the vehicle failed the emissions inspection.
(b) A notice which states the following:
“A vehicle's failure to pass the emissions inspection may be related to a malfunction covered under

warranty.”.
(3) Certificates of waiver shall be available at each public inspection station pursuant to section 6315.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6319 Tampering with motor vehicle.
Sec. 6319. A person shall not tamper with a motor vehicle that has been certified to comply with this part

and the rules promulgated under this part so that the motor vehicle is no longer in compliance. For purposes
of this part, tampering does not include the alteration of a motor vehicle by employees of the department for
purposes of monitoring and enforcement of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6320 Providing false information to public inspection station or department.
Sec. 6320. A person shall not provide false information to a public inspection station or the department

about estimated or actual repair costs or repairs needed to bring a motor vehicle into compliance. A person
shall not claim an amount spent for repair if the repairs were not made or the amount not spent.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6321 Violations as misdemeanor; fine; separate offenses.
Sec. 6321. (1) A person who violates section 6317, forges, counterfeits, or alters an inspection certificate,

or knowingly possesses an unauthorized inspection certificate is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year or by a fine of not more than $1,000.00. Each violation constitutes a
separate offense.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (1), a person who violates section 6318, 6319, or 6320 is
guilty of a misdemeanor.

(3) A person who drives a motor vehicle in violation of this part or rules promulgated under this part is
subject to a civil fine of not more than $500.00. Each violation constitutes a separate offense.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 65
MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING FOR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
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324.6501 Meanings of words and phrases.
Sec. 6501. For the purposes of this part, the words and phrases contained in sections 6502 to 6504 have the

meanings ascribed to them in those sections.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6502 Definitions; C, D.
Sec. 6502. (1) “Certificate of compliance” means a serially numbered written instrument or document that

is issued to the owner of a motor vehicle upon passing an inspection or reinspection and is evidence that the
motor vehicle complies with the standards and criteria adopted by the department under this part.

(2) “Certificate of waiver” means a serially numbered written document or sticker indicating that the
standards and criteria of the department have been met for a motor vehicle pursuant to the requirements of
this part.

(3) “Clean air act” means chapter 360, 69 Stat. 322, 42 U.S.C. 7401 to 7431, 7470 to 7479, 7491 to 7492,
7501 to 7509a, 7511 to 7515, 7521 to 7525, 7541 to 7545, 7547 to 7550, 7552 to 7554, 7571 to 7574, 7581 to
7590, 7601 to 7612, 7614 to 7617, 7619 to 7622, 7624 to 7627, 7641 to 7642, 7651 to 7651o, 7661 to 7661f,
and 7671 to 7671q. Clean air act includes the regulations promulgated under the clean air act.

(4) “Consumer protection” means protecting the public from unfair or deceptive practices.
(5) “Cut point” means the level of pollutants emitted that is used in determining whether a particular make

and model of motor vehicle passes or fails all or a part of an inspection.
(6) “Department” means the state transportation department.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6503 Definitions; E to N.
Sec. 6503. (1) “Emission control device” means a catalytic converter, thermal reactor, or other component

part used by a vehicle manufacturer to reduce emissions or to comply with emission standards prescribed by
regulations promulgated by the United States environmental protection agency under the clean air act.

(2) “Fleet testing station” means a testing station that is authorized to conduct inspections on 10 or more
vehicles owned or leased by 1 person.

(3) “Initial inspection” means an annual inspection performed on a motor vehicle for the first time in a test
cycle.

(4) “Inspection” means testing of a motor vehicle for compliance with emission control requirements of
this part and the clean air act.

(5) “Maintenance” means the repair or adjustment of a motor vehicle to bring that motor vehicle into
compliance with emission control requirements of this part and rules promulgated under this part.

(6) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle as defined in section 79 of the Michigan vehicle code,
Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being section 257.79 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, that has a
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less and which is required to be registered for use upon the
public streets and highways of this state under Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.1 to
257.923 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. For purposes of this part, motor vehicle includes those vehicles
owned by the government of the United States, this state, and any political subdivision of this state.

(7) “National ambient air quality standards” means the air quality standards for outside air as established in
the clean air act.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6504 Definitions; P to T.
Sec. 6504. (1) “Pollutants” means nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, and other toxic

substances emitted from the operation of a motor vehicle.
(2) “Tamper with” means to remove or render inoperative, to cause to be removed or rendered inoperative,

or to make less operative an emission control device or an element of an emission control device that is
required by the clean air act to be installed in or on a motor vehicle.

(3) “Test cycle” means a 12-month period corresponding with the expiration date for registration of the
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(5) The department, in consultation with the department of state and the department of natural resources,
may promulgate rules for the administration of the inspection and maintenance program under this section
including, but not limited to:

(a) Standards for testing station equipment, including emission testing equipment.
(b) Emission test cut points and other emission control requirements based on the clean air act and the state

implementation plan.
(c) Exemptions from inspections as authorized under this part.
(d) Standards and procedures for the issuance of certificates of compliance and certificates of waiver from

inspection and maintenance program requirements.
(e) Rules to ensure that owners of motor vehicles registered in this state who temporarily reside out of state

are not unduly inconvenienced by the requirements of this part. The rules may include any of the following:
(i) Reciprocal agreements with other states that require motor vehicle inspections that are at least as

stringent as those required under this part and rules promulgated under this part.
(ii) Provision for time extensions of not more than 2 years for persons temporarily residing in a state, the

District of Columbia, or a territory of the United States with which this state has not entered into a reciprocal
agreement for vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance. Additional time extensions shall be granted to
persons temporarily residing out of state because of military service.

(6) Upon receipt of documentation from the department, the department of state may suspend the
registration of any vehicle that is not in compliance with this section and the rules promulgated under this
section and for which the required certificate of compliance has not been obtained.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 166, Imd. Eff. Apr. 17, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6508 Motor vehicle emissions testing program fund; account.
Sec. 6508. (1) There is established a motor vehicle emissions testing program fund to be maintained as a

separate fund in the state treasury and to be administered by the department. Money received and collected for
motor vehicle emissions inspections and for delinquency charges under this part and from any other source
shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the motor vehicle emissions testing program fund.

(2) The motor vehicle emissions inspection account is created in the motor vehicle emissions testing
program fund. Money in this account shall be appropriated by the legislature for the purposes of a public
education program to be conducted by the department, start-up costs required to implement requirements of
the motor vehicle emissions testing program under this part, administration and oversight by the department
and the independent third-party organization, enforcement of the motor vehicle emissions testing program
through the vehicle registration process by the department of state, gasoline inspection and testing, and other
activities related to the motor vehicle emissions testing program.

(3) Funds remaining in the motor vehicle emissions testing program fund at the end of a fiscal year shall
not lapse to the general fund but shall remain in the motor vehicle emissions testing program fund for
appropriation in the following year.

(4) If any of the funds collected from the fee in section 6511(1) for administration and oversight including
reimbursement of independent third-party organizations are appropriated or expended for any purposes other
than those specifically listed in subsection (2), section 6520(2), and section 6532, the authority to collect fees
granted under section 6511(1) shall be suspended until the funds appropriated or expended for purposes other
than those specifically listed in subsection (2), section 6520(2), and section 6532 are returned to the fund
established in subsection (1).

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6509 Renewal of registration; issuance of certificate of compliance or certificate of
waiver required; validity of certificate.
Sec. 6509. (1) The department of state shall not renew the registration of a motor vehicle subject to this

part unless the vehicle has been inspected as provided in this part and a certificate of compliance or a
certificate of waiver has been issued.

(2) Certificates of compliance and certificates of waiver issued under this part are valid for 1 test cycle.
(3) If not exempted by this part or rules promulgated under this part, a person shall not drive a motor

vehicle registered in an area required to have a vehicle emission and maintenance program without a valid
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(f) A motor vehicle used for covert monitoring of inspection facilities.
(g) A new motor vehicle, immediately after issuance of the vehicle's first title until the next annual

inspection for the vehicle model year.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6513 Motor vehicles subject to part and rules; exceptions.
Sec. 6513. (1) The motor vehicles subject to this part and the rules promulgated under this part include the

following:
(a) Each registered motor vehicle for the model years 1975 and later that is owned by a person whose

permanent place of residence is in a county subject to this part.
(b) All motor vehicles for the model years 1975 and later that belong to a fleet and that are predominately

garaged, operated, or maintained in a county subject to this part.
(2) A vehicle identified on a certificate of title issued by the department of state as an assembled vehicle is

not subject to this part and the rules promulgated under this part.
(3) A motor vehicle is not subject to this part and the rules promulgated under this part if its application for

registration renewal is accompanied by both a memorandum of federal clean air act exemption issued
pursuant to federal regulation and a certification by the applicant identifying the vehicle, and if the application
for registration is filed with the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 166, Imd. Eff. Apr. 17, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6514 Motor vehicles purchased as new vehicles; evidence.
Sec. 6514. Any 1 of the following shall be accepted by the department of state as evidence that a motor

vehicle was purchased as a new motor vehicle within the previous 12 months:
(a) A registration or certificate of title indicating the motor vehicle is of a model year which has been

offered for sale in this state for not more than 12 months.
(b) A record of the department of state indicating that the motor vehicle was purchased as new within the

previous 12 months.
(c) A seller's statement to the buyer that indicates that the motor vehicle being sold is a new motor vehicle

and that is dated within the previous 12 months.
(d) A manufacturer's statement of origin showing the first retail sale as being within the previous 12

months.
(e) A bill of sale from a manufacturer or a dealer franchised to sell new motor vehicles of that particular

make that indicates that the motor vehicle being sold is new and that is dated within the previous 12 months.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6515 Application for motor vehicle registration as evidence of owner's permanent place
of residence.
Sec. 6515. An application for a motor vehicle registration shall be accepted by the department of state as

evidence of a motor vehicle owner's permanent place of residence.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6516 Inspection of motor vehicles; license to operate testing station; separate license
and fee; mobile or temporary location; remote sensing devices; use of other instruments;
display of license.
Sec. 6516. (1) A person shall not engage in the business of inspecting motor vehicles under this part except

as authorized by a license to operate a testing station issued by the department pursuant to part 13.
(2) A person shall not be licensed to operate a testing station unless the person has an established place of

business where inspections are to be performed during regular business hours, where records required by this
part and the rules promulgated under this part are to be maintained, and that is equipped with an instrument or
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department, or until the motor vehicle repair facility registration of the business has been revoked or
suspended by the department of state, surrendered by the facility, or has expired without timely renewal.

(4) If a testing station license has expired by reason of surrender, revocation, or expiration of repair facility
registration, the business shall not resume operation as a testing station until the repair facility registration has
been reinstated and a new, original application for a testing station license has been received and approved by
the department and a new license fee paid.

(5) When the repair facility registration has been suspended, the testing station may resume operation
without a new application when the repair facility registration suspension has ended.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 166, Imd. Eff. Apr. 17, 1996;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6518 Testing station; change of ownership; notice.
Sec. 6518. (1) If the ownership of a testing station changes, a new original license and payment of a new

license fee is required, and the station shall not operate until its application is approved by the department. For
the purposes of this section, “change of ownership” means a change in the ownership of a station which is
either a sole proprietorship or a partnership; the replacement of a sole proprietorship with a partnership, a
corporation, or another sole proprietorship; the replacement of a partnership with a sole proprietorship, a
corporation, or another partnership; or the replacement of a corporation with a sole proprietorship, a
partnership, or another corporation.

(2) A corporation shall notify the department within 30 days of a change in ownership that involves the
accumulation of 25% or more of the ownership by a person who did not previously own 25% or more of the
corporation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6519 Display of certain information; prohibited conduct.
Sec. 6519. (1) A testing station shall display at the established place of business an information sign that

bears an identifying symbol developed by the department and is worded as follows: “OFFICIAL EMISSION
TESTING STATION”.

(2) The sign shall be displayed on the outside premises of the testing station so that it is clearly and readily
visible and readable to persons in motor vehicles as they enter the testing station property.

(3) A testing station shall also conspicuously display the price charged by the station for an inspection
preceded by a dollar sign and printed in Arabic numerals.

(4) A testing station shall maintain posted business hours during which time representatives of the
independent third party required to make certifications of the equipment used by the testing station and the
emission inspectors used by the testing station may conduct inspections of the station, instruments and records
required by this part and the rules promulgated under this part, and the motor vehicle emission inspection
procedures employed by the testing station.

(5) A testing station shall not hinder, obstruct, or otherwise prevent an inspection required by this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6520 Testing station; certification by third-party organization.
Sec. 6520. (1) A testing station shall submit annually to the department evidence of certification of its

testing equipment and emission inspectors by an independent third-party organization. The certification shall
provide that the testing equipment and emission inspectors meet the requirements of this part and the rules
promulgated under this part and the requirements of the clean air act. If deficiencies are noted by the
third-party certifying organization, the testing station shall submit a written explanation of corrective action
accepted by the third-party organization with the certification.

(2) The department shall contract with the third-party organization to establish a random inspection system
for testing stations. Funds from the fee imposed pursuant to section 6511 shall be used for this purpose.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
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Popular name: NREPA

324.6523 Fleet testing station; limitation.
Sec. 6523. A fleet testing station shall perform inspections under this part and the rules promulgated under

this part only upon its own fleet motor vehicles, unless separately licensed as a testing station.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6524 Fleet testing station; inspection by independent third party; prohibited conduct.
Sec. 6524. (1) A fleet testing station, its records, equipment required by this part and the rules promulgated

under this part, and the motor vehicle emission inspection procedures employed by the fleet testing station
shall be open to inspection by an independent third party as otherwise required by this part.

(2) A fleet testing station shall not hinder, obstruct, or otherwise prevent an inspection required by this
part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6525 False representations.
Sec. 6525. A fleet testing station shall not falsely represent that a motor vehicle has passed or failed an

inspection or reinspection.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6526 Fleet testing station; issuance of certificate of compliance.
Sec. 6526. A fleet testing station shall issue a certificate of compliance for a vehicle that has passed an

inspection or reinspection or received a low emission tune-up.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6527 Inspection appointment; issuance of certificate of compliance; report describing
reason for rejection.
Sec. 6527. (1) A person shall not be required to make an appointment for a vehicle inspection.
(2) A testing station shall inspect and reinspect motor vehicles in accordance with this part and the rules

promulgated under this part by the department. The station shall issue a certificate of compliance for a motor
vehicle that has been inspected and determined to comply with the standards and criteria of the department
pursuant to the rules promulgated under this part. If a certificate of compliance is not issued, the inspection
station shall provide a written inspection report describing the reason for rejection.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6528 Certificate of waiver; issuance; conditions; certain costs not considered in
determining eligibility; criteria; temporary certificate; fee.
Sec. 6528. (1) A certificate of waiver shall be issued for a motor vehicle that fails an initial inspection and

a subsequent reinspection if the actual cost of maintenance already performed and designed to bring the
vehicle into compliance with clean air standards in accordance with the inspection report is at least $200.00,
adjusted in January of each year by the increase or decrease in the Detroit consumer price index and rounded
off to the nearest whole dollar.

(2) The costs covered by vehicle warranty and the costs necessary to repair or replace any emission control
equipment that has been removed, dismantled, tampered with, misfueled, or otherwise rendered inoperative
shall not be considered in determining eligibility for a certificate of waiver pursuant to subsection (1).

(3) Except for the program described in section 6506, issuance of a certificate of waiver shall be
conditioned upon meeting the criteria established by regulations promulgated by the United States
environmental protection agency in 40 C.F.R. 51.360.
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effectiveness and benefits of inspection program; report.
Sec. 6532. (1) The department shall institute procedures and mechanisms to protect the public from fraud

and abuse by inspectors, mechanics, and others involved in the inspection and maintenance program. These
procedures and mechanisms shall include a challenge mechanism by which a vehicle owner can contest the
results of an inspection. It shall include mechanisms for protecting whistleblowers and following up on
complaints by the public or others involved in the process. It shall include a program to assist owners in
obtaining warranty covered repairs for eligible vehicles that fail a test.

(2) The department shall provide quality assurance for the inspection and maintenance program established
under this part through certification of competency by a third party to ensure proper and accurate emission
inspection results. The third party each year shall certify the testing equipment and the emission inspectors
employed by a testing station.

(3) The department shall compile data and undertake studies necessary to evaluate the cost, effectiveness,
and benefits of the motor vehicle inspection program. The department shall compile data on failure rate,
compliance rate, the number of certificates issued, and other similar matters in accordance with 40 C.F.R.
51.365 and 51.366. The department shall make an annual report on the operation of the motor vehicle
inspection program to the standing committees of the legislature that primarily address issues pertaining to
public health or protection of the environment by January 1, 1995, and each year thereafter.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6533 Testing station; fleet testing station; issuance of certificate of compliance;
conditions.
Sec. 6533. A testing station or a fleet testing station shall not issue a certificate of compliance for a motor

vehicle that has not been inspected and has not met or exceeded emission cut points established by the
department in accordance with this part and the rules promulgated under this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6534 Information to be provided by public inspection station; availability of certificate of
waiver.
Sec. 6534. (1) An employee, owner, or operator of a public inspection station shall not furnish information,

except information provided by the state or otherwise required by this part, about the name or other
description of a repair facility or other place where maintenance may be obtained.

(2) Each testing station shall furnish the following information upon failure of the vehicle to pass
inspection:

(a) A written inspection report listing each reason that the vehicle failed the emissions inspection.
(b) A notice that states the following:
“A vehicle's failure to pass the emissions inspection may be related to a malfunction covered under

warranty.”.
(3) Certificates of waiver shall be available at each public inspection station pursuant to section 6528.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6535 Tampering with motor vehicle.
Sec. 6535. A person shall not tamper with a motor vehicle that has been certified to comply with this part

and the rules promulgated under this part so that the motor vehicle is no longer in compliance. For purposes
of this part, tampering does not include the alteration of a motor vehicle by employees of the department for
purposes of monitoring and enforcement of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.6536 Providing false information about repair costs prohibited.
Sec. 6536. A person shall not provide false information to a public inspection station or the department
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(d) “Department” means the department of agriculture or its authorized representatives.
(e) “Fund” means the agriculture pollution prevention fund created in section 8206.
(f) “Verification” or “verify” means a determination by the department that 1 or more conservation

practices have been established and are being maintained in accordance with a conservation plan.
History: Add. 2001, Act 176, Imd. Eff. Dec. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8202 Conservation programs; establishment; purpose; coordination with departments of
natural resources and environmental quality.
Sec. 8202. (1) The department may establish conservation programs designed to encourage the voluntary

use of conservation practices in the state.
(2) In implementing the conservation programs established under this part, the department, in coordination

with the departments of natural resources and environmental quality, may do 1 or more of the following:
(a) Enter into contracts with 1 or more persons for the implementation of conservation practices on his or

her land.
(b) Enter into contracts or other agreements with 1 or more persons to administer or promote conservation

programs, or to implement conservation practices.
(c) Provide payments, financial incentives, or, upon verification of the implementation of conservation

practices, reimbursement for rental payments or for costs of conservation practice implementation, or both.
(d) Promote the use of conservation practices.
(e) Recognize and provide awards for persons who have implemented conservation practices.
(f) Monitor and verify compliance with conservation plans.
(g) Enforce contracts or other agreements entered into under this part.
(h) Terminate contracts or other agreements entered into under this part in accord with terms established in

the contract or other agreement.
(3) In carrying out its responsibilities under this part, the department shall coordinate with the departments

of natural resources and environmental quality and other applicable partners.
History: Add. 2001, Act 176, Imd. Eff. Dec. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8203 Conservation practice verification; conditions; revocation; penalties and
repayment.
Sec. 8203. (1) As part of a conservation program established under this part, the department may provide

for conservation practice verification. Conservation practice verification may be granted to a person if all of
the following conditions are met:

(a) The person has submitted a conservation plan in compliance with requirements of the department.
(b) The person has established and is maintaining all conservation practices provided for in the

conservation plan, according to the plan schedule.
(c) The person has agreed to allow the department, after giving prior notice to the landowner, to conduct

inspections of the applicable land and facilities.
(d) The department has conducted an on-site inspection of the conservation practices and has determined

that the person has established and is maintaining all conservation practices provided for in the conservation
plan, according to the plan schedule.

(2) If the department determines at any time that the conservation practices provided in a conservation plan
have not been established or are not being maintained, the department may revoke a person's conservation
practice verification.

(3) If a person's conservation practice verification is revoked, the person may be subject to penalties and
repayment of all or a portion of the payments, financial incentives, land rental payments, and reimbursement
of costs paid for implementation of the conservation practice according to the terms of the contract.

History: Add. 2001, Act 176, Imd. Eff. Dec. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8204 Conservation easements.
Sec. 8204. (1) The department may purchase or otherwise acquire conservation easements in accordance
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legislative body shall not contain information that identifies a specific person. The exemption provided in this
section does not extend to any documents, communication, data, reports, or other information required to be
collected, maintained, or made available or reported to a regulatory agency or any other person by statute,
rule, ordinance, permit, order, consent agreement, or as otherwise provided by law.

History: Add. 2001, Act 176, Imd. Eff. Dec. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8208 Rules.
Sec. 8208. The department may promulgate rules to implement this part.
History: Add. 2001, Act 176, Imd. Eff. Dec. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 83
PESTICIDE CONTROL

324.8301 Meanings of words and phrases.
Sec. 8301. For the purposes of this part, the words and phrases defined in sections 8302 to 8306 have the

meanings ascribed to them in those sections.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8302 Definitions; A to C.
Sec. 8302. (1) "Active ingredient" means an ingredient that will prevent, destroy, repel, or mitigate pests,

or that will act as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant or otherwise alter the behavior of plants or
products.

(2) "Activity plan" means a plan for the mitigation of groundwater contamination at a specific location,
including a time frame for implementation.

(3) "Adulterated" applies to a pesticide if its strength or purity is less than, or significantly greater than, the
professed standard or quality as expressed on its labeling or under which it is sold; if any substance was
substituted wholly or in part for a pesticide; or if a valuable constituent of the pesticide was wholly or in part
abstracted.

(4) "Agricultural commodity" means a plant or part of a plant, or an animal or animal product, produced
primarily for sale, consumption, propagation, or other use by human beings or animals.

(5) "Agricultural pesticide" means a pesticide that bears labeling that meets federal worker protection
agricultural use requirements established in 40 CFR parts 156 and 170.

(6) "Agricultural pesticide dealer" means a person engaged in distributing, selling, or offering for sale an
agricultural pesticide to the ultimate user.

(7) "Animal" means all vertebrate and invertebrate species, including, but not limited to, human beings and
other mammals, birds, fish, and shellfish.

(8) "Antimicrobial pesticide" means a pesticide that is intended to disinfect, sanitize, reduce, or mitigate
growth or development of microbial organisms, as defined under FIFRA.

(9) "Application season" means a time period of pesticide application, consistent with the category of
application, within a calendar year.

(10) "Aquifer" means a geologic formation, a group of formations, or a part of a formation capable of
yielding a significant amount of groundwater to wells or springs.

(11) "Aquifer sensitivity" means a hydrogeologic function representing the inherent abilities of materials
surrounding the aquifer to attenuate the movement of pesticides into that aquifer.

(12) "Avicide" means a pesticide intended for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating pest birds.
(13) "Building manager" means the person who is designated as being responsible for the building's pest

management program and to whom any reporting and notification shall be made pursuant to this part or rules
promulgated under this part.

(14) "Certified applicator" means an individual who is authorized under this part to use and supervise the
use of a restricted use pesticide.

(15) "Commercial applicator" means a person who is required to be a registered or certified applicator
under this part, or who holds himself or herself out to the public as being in the business of applying
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(7) The director may refuse to issue or renew a commercial applicator license if the applicant demonstrates
insufficient knowledge of an item in the application, or has unsatisfied judgments under this part or a rule
promulgated under this part against him or her, or if the equipment used by the applicant is unsafe or
inadequate for pesticide applications.

(8) The director may at any time deny, revoke, or suspend a commercial applicator license for a violation
of this part or a violation of an order issued under this part, or upon conviction under this part, FIFRA, or a
state pesticide law of a reciprocating state in accordance with section 8320.

(9) The director shall inform an applicant that is denied a commercial applicator license of the reasons why
the license was denied.

(10) A person subject to the licensing requirements in this section shall only apply pesticides that are
registered with the United States EPA, or subject to either the United States EPA's or this state's laws and
rules.

(11) A person subject to the licensing requirements in this section shall not represent that a pesticide
application has characteristics, ingredients, uses, benefits, or qualities that it does not have.

(12) A person subject to the licensing requirements in this section shall not represent that a pesticide
application is necessary to control a pest if the pest is not present or likely to occur.

(13) A commercial applicator that operates from a business location outside this state shall do either of the
following:

(a) Continuously maintain in this state a registered office and a resident agent, which agent may be an
individual resident in this state whose business office or residence is identical with the registered office, a
domestic corporation or limited liability company, or a foreign corporation or limited liability company
authorized to transact business in this state and having a business office identical with the registered office.
The commercial applicator shall file with the department the name, address, and telephone number of the
resident agent and shall maintain and make available records required by this part and part 87.

(b) Maintain and make available to the department records required by this part and part 87 and pay all
costs incurred by the department in auditing the records if they are held at an out-of-state location.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 418,Imd. Eff. June 5, 2002;¾Am. 2015, Act 118, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8314 Commercial application of pesticide; certified or registered applicator;
qualifications; temporary registration; fee; program completion form; authorized
applications; exemption; displaying registration certificate; training program; denial,
revocation, or suspension of certification or registration; documents and forms.
Sec. 8314. (1) A person shall not apply a pesticide for a commercial purpose or in the course of his or her

employment unless that person is either a certified applicator or a registered applicator. A person may apply a
general use pesticide for a private agricultural purpose without being a certified applicator or registered
applicator.

(2) A person who is not subject to the licensing requirement in section 8313 may apply a general use
ready-to-use pesticide without being a certified applicator or a registered applicator.

(3) A commercial certified or registered applicator must be at least 18 years of age.
(4) A person who is not subject to the licensing requirements in section 8313 may apply a general use

antimicrobial pesticide without being a certified or registered applicator if there is no potential for movement
of an antimicrobial pesticide to affect surface water or groundwater.

(5) A commercial applicator shall only make pesticide applications in the category for which he or she is
certified or registered.

(6) A registered applicator shall do all of the following:
(a) Complete a training program that is approved by the director and conducted by a trainer who has the

minimum qualifications established by rule. The training program for applicators who apply pesticides for
private agricultural purposes may utilize other methods of training and testing as provided in section 8311(1).

(b) Pass a test that is approved by the director.
(c) Possess a valid registration certificate issued by the director.
(7) A trainer shall issue a temporary registration to an applicant who completes an approved training

program and passes a test administered by the director. A temporary registration is valid from the time it is
issued until the applicant receives a registration certificate from the director. The department shall provide the
applicant with the registration certificate upon payment of the fee provided for in section 8317 and when the
approved trainer completes and submits a program completion form.
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notice by first-class United States mail postmarked at least 3 days before the application, if they so request,
and the manner in which such a request shall be made.

(d) For a school, inform parents and guardians that they may review the school's integrated pest
management program, if any, and records on any pesticide applications.

(e) For a school, provide the name, telephone number, and, if applicable, e-mail address of the person at
the school building responsible for pesticide application procedures.

(4) An advance notice of application of a pesticide, other than a bait or gel formulation, shall contain all of
the following information:

(a) A statement that a pesticide is expected to be applied.
(b) The target pest or pests.
(c) The approximate location of the application.
(d) The date of the application.
(e) The name, telephone number, and, if available, e-mail address of a contact person at the school or day

care center responsible for maintaining records with specific information on pest infestation and actual
pesticide application as required by rules.

(f) A toll-free telephone number for a national pesticide information center recognized by the department
and a telephone number for pesticide information from the department.

(5) Before applying a pesticide, other than a bait or gel formulation, a school or day care center shall
provide advance notice to parents and guardians consistent with subsections (3)(b) to (e) and (4). However, in
an emergency, a school or day care center may apply a pesticide without providing advance notice to parents
or guardians. Promptly after the emergency pesticide application, the school or day care center shall give
parents or guardians notice of the emergency pesticide application that otherwise meets the requirements of
subsection (3)(b) and (c). The notice shall contain a statement that a pesticide was applied and shall meet the
requirements of subsection (4)(b) to (f).

(6) Liquid spray or aerosol insecticide applications shall not be made in a room of a school building or day
care center building unless the room will be unoccupied by students or children for not less than 4 hours after
the application or unless the product label requires a longer reentry period. The building manager shall be
notified of the reentry restrictions by the applicator.

(7) The department shall do both of the following:
(a) Within 1 year after the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subsection, develop a model

integrated pest management policy for schools, in consultation with the department of education and the
pesticide advisory committee created in section 8326, and make the policy available to all school districts,
intermediate school districts, public school academies, and private schools.

(b) Encourage local and intermediate school boards and boards of directors of public school academies to
do both of the following:

(i) Adopt and follow the model integrated pest management policy developed under subdivision (a).
(ii) Require appropriate staff to obtain periodic updates and training on integrated pest management from

experts on the subject.
(8) Subsections (1) to (7) do not apply to sanitizers, germicides, disinfectants, or antimicrobial agents.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 24, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8316b Pesticide notification registry; notification requirements; exclusions; definitions.
Sec. 8316b. (1) The department shall maintain a voluntary registry of individuals who, due to a medically

documented condition, are required to be notified before the application of a lawn or ornamental pesticide,
other than a general-use ready-to-use pesticide, but only if the application is on property adjacent to or within
a physician-recommended distance from the property on which the individual's primary residence is located.
The registry shall contain a list of those properties adjacent to or within a physician-recommended distance
from the individual's primary residence. The notification to the individual listed in the registry shall be
provided by the means provided in the registry and shall state that a pesticide application is scheduled on 1 or
more of the properties listed in the registry.

(2) The notification requirements described in subsection (1) and any yard marker requirements provided
by rule do not apply if the pesticide is applied only on or within 10 feet of a structure located on the property
on which the pesticide application takes place and is applied to prevent, destroy, repel, or mitigate pests on the
structure.

(3) As used in subsection (1):
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(d) Persons not subject to licensing requirements in section 8313 that apply general use pesticides to
swimming pools.

(e) Indoor applications of general use antimicrobial pesticides by persons on their own premises or
employees of those persons when making applications on those premises as a scheduled and required work
assignment in the course of their employment, where there is no potential for movement of an antimicrobial
pesticide to affect surface water or groundwater.

(f) Allopathic or osteopathic physicians and doctors of veterinary medicine applying pesticides during the
course of their normal practice and their employees and people working under their control while acting under
the level of supervision required in subsections (2) and (3).

(g) Persons conducting laboratory type research involving restricted use pesticides.
(2) An allopathic or osteopathic physician or a doctor of veterinary medicine shall supervise the

application of a general use pesticide by a competent employee under his or her instruction and control during
the course of the normal practice of the allopathic or osteopathic physician or the doctor of veterinary
medicine even if the allopathic or osteopathic physician or the doctor of veterinary medicine is not physically
present. An allopathic or osteopathic physician or a doctor of veterinary medicine shall directly supervise the
application of a restricted use pesticide by an employee under his or her instruction or control during the
course of the normal practice of the allopathic or osteopathic physician or doctor of veterinary medicine by
being physically present at the time and place the restricted use pesticide is being applied.

(3) An allopathic or osteopathic physician or doctor of veterinary medicine is subject to the requirements,
prohibitions, and penalties of this part and rules promulgated under this part for an application of pesticides
by the allopathic or osteopathic physician or the doctor of veterinary medicine and for an application of
pesticides by an employee directly or indirectly supervised by the allopathic or osteopathic physician or the
doctor of veterinary medicine during the course of the normal practice of the allopathic or osteopathic
physician or the doctor of veterinary medicine.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 312, Imd. Eff. June 24, 1996;¾Am. 2002, Act 418, Imd. Eff. June 5,
2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8320 Reciprocal agreements.
Sec. 8320. The director may enter into reciprocal agreements with other states or federal agencies for the

purpose of accepting certification or registration required for pesticide applicators, if those states or federal
agencies have an approved program to certify or register applicators, and if the requirements for certification
or registration by those states or federal agencies equal or exceed the certification or registration requirements
of this state.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8321 Responsibility for damage resulting from misuse of pesticides; filing claim for
damages; inspection of damages; collection of samples; effect of failure to file report.
Sec. 8321. (1) A certificate or license issued by the director does not exonerate the holder from

responsibility for damage resulting from misuse of pesticides, such as, but not limited to, overdosing, drifting,
or misapplication.

(2) A person claiming damages from a pesticide application shall file a claim to, and on a reporting form
provided by, the director. This report shall be filed within 60 days after the date of the alleged damaging
application or first observation of damage by the claimant. If a growing crop is alleged to have been damaged,
the report shall be filed before 25% of the crop is harvested. The director shall, within 7 days after receipt of
the report, notify the applicator and the owner or lessee of the property or other persons who may be charged
with the responsibility of the damages claimed, and furnish them copies of any statements that are requested.
The director or his or her representative will inspect damages if the director determines that the complaint has
sufficient merit. The director shall make all information pertaining to the complaint available to the person
claiming damage and to the person who is alleged to have caused the damage.

(3) The claimant shall permit the director, the applicator, and their representatives, such as a bondsman or
insurer, to observe within reasonable hours the property or nontarget organism alleged to have been damaged
and to collect samples for further examination in order that damage may be determined.

(4) The filing of a report or the failure to file a report is not required to be alleged in any petition filed in a
court of law, and the failure to file the report is not a bar to the maintenance of a criminal or civil action.
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History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 418, Imd. Eff. June 5, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8331 False information; resisting, impeding, or hindering director.
Sec. 8331. A person shall not give false information in a matter pertaining to this part, or resist, impede, or

hinder the director or his or her authorized representatives in the discharge of their duties.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8332 Hearings.
Sec. 8332. A person aggrieved by an order issued pursuant to this part may request a hearing pursuant to

the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to
24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8333 Violation; administrative fine; warning; action to recover fine; misdemeanors;
injunction; action by attorney general; compliance as affirmative defense; gross
negligence; applicability of revised judicature act.
Sec. 8333. (1) A person who violates this part is subject to the penalties and remedies provided in this part

regardless of whether he or she acted alone or through an employee or agent.
(2) The director, upon finding after notice and an opportunity for a hearing that a person has violated or

attempted to violate any provision of this part, may impose an administrative fine of not more than $1,000.00
for each violation of this part.

(3) If the director finds that a violation or attempted violation occurred despite the exercise of due care or
did not result in significant harm to human health or the environment, the director may issue a warning
instead of imposing an administrative fine.

(4) The director shall advise the attorney general of the failure of a person to pay an administrative fine
imposed under this section. The attorney general may bring an action in a court of competent jurisdiction for
the failure to pay an administrative fine imposed under this section.

(5) A person who violates this part or attempts to violate this part is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both, for each offense.

(6) The director may bring an action to enjoin a violation of this part or an attempted violation of this part
in a court of competent jurisdiction of the county in which the violation occurs or is about to occur.

(7) The attorney general may file a civil action in which the court may impose on any person who violates
this part or attempts to violate this part a civil fine of not more than $5,000.00 for each violation or attempted
violation. In addition, the attorney general may bring an action in circuit court to recover the reasonable costs
of the investigation from any person who violated this part or attempted to violate this part. Money recovered
under this subsection shall be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit into the pesticide control fund
created in section 8318.

(8) In defense of an action filed under this section, in addition to any other lawful defense, a person may
present evidence as an affirmative defense that, at the time of the alleged violation of this part or attempted
violation of this part, he or she was in compliance with label directions and with this part and rules
promulgated under this part at the time of the alleged violation.

(9) A civil cause of action does not arise for injuries to any person or property if a private agricultural
applicator, or a registered applicator who stores, handles, or applies pesticides only for a private agricultural
purpose, was not grossly negligent and stored, handled, or applied pesticides in compliance with this part,
rules promulgated under this part, and the pesticide labeling.

(10) Applicable provisions of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.101 to 600.9948,
apply to civil actions filed pursuant to this part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 418, Eff. Sept. 3, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8334 Exemptions from penalties.
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(j) "Department" means the department of agriculture and rural development.
(k) "Director" means the director of the department or his or her designee.
(l) "Distribute" means to import, consign, sell, barter, offer for sale, solicit orders for sale, or otherwise

supply fertilizer for sale or use in this state.
(m) "Distributor" means any person who distributes fertilizer for sale or use in this state.
(n) "Fertilizer" means a substance containing 1 or more recognized plant nutrients, which substance is used

for its plant nutrient content and which is designed for use, or claimed to have value, in promoting plant
growth. Fertilizer does not include unmanipulated animal and vegetable manures, marl, lime, limestone, wood
ashes, and other materials exempted by rules promulgated under this part.

(o) "Fertilizer material" means a fertilizer to which 1 or more of the following apply:
(i) Contains not more than 1 of the following as primary nutrients:
(A) Total nitrogen (N).
(B) Available phosphate (P2O5).
(C) Soluble potash (K2O).
(ii) Has 85% or more of its plant nutrient content present in the form of a single chemical compound.
(iii) Is derived from a plant or animal residue or by-product or natural material deposit that has been

processed in such a way that its content of plant nutrients has not been materially changed except by
purification and concentration.

(p) "Fund" means the fertilizer control fund created under section 8514.
(q) "Grade" means the percentage guarantee of total nitrogen (N), available phosphate (P2O5), and soluble

potash (K2O), of a fertilizer. Grade shall be stated in the same order given in this subdivision. Indication of
grade does not apply to peat or peat moss or soil conditioners.

(r) "Groundwater" means underground water within the zone of saturation.
(s) "Groundwater stewardship practices" means any of a set of voluntary practices adopted by the

commission of agriculture and rural development pursuant to part 87, designed to protect groundwater from
contamination by fertilizers.

(t) "Guaranteed analysis" means the minimum percentage of each plant nutrient guaranteed or claimed to
be present.

(u) "Impervious surface" means a paved highway, street, sidewalk, parking lot, driveway, or other outdoor
structure that prevents infiltration of water into the soil.

(v) "Label" means any written, printed, or graphic matter on or attached to packaged fertilizer or used to
identify fertilizer distributed in bulk or held in bulk storage.

(w) "Labeling" means all labels and other written, printed, electronic, or graphic matter upon or
accompanying any fertilizer at any time, and includes advertising, sales literature, brochures, posters, and
internet, television, and radio announcements used in promoting the sale of that fertilizer.

(x) "Licensee" means the person who receives a license to manufacture or distribute fertilizers under this
part.

(y) "Lot" means an identifiable quantity of fertilizer that can be sampled officially according to methods
adopted under section 8510, that is contained in a single vehicle, or that is delivered under a single invoice.

(z) "Manipulated manure" means animal or vegetable manure that is ground, pelletized, mechanically
dried, packaged, supplemented with plant nutrients or other substances other than phosphorus, or otherwise
treated in a manner to assist with the sale or distribution of the manure as a fertilizer or soil or plant additive.

(aa) "Manufacture" means to process, granulate, compound, produce, mix, blend, or alter the composition
of fertilizer or fertilizer materials.

(bb) "Natural fertilizer" means a substance composed only of natural organic, natural inorganic, or both
types of fertilizer materials and natural fillers.

(cc) "Sewage sludge" means sewage sludge generated in the treatment of domestic sewage, other than only
septage or industrial waste.

(dd) "Turf" means land, including residential, commercial, or industrial property, golf courses, or publicly
owned land, that is planted in closely mowed, managed grass, except land used in the operation of a
commercial farm.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 276, Imd. Eff. July 27, 1998;¾Am. 2006, Act 503, Eff. Mar.
30, 2007;¾Am. 2008, Act 13, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008;¾Am. 2010, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Dec. 16, 2010;¾Am. 2013, Act 151, Imd. Eff.
Nov. 5, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8501a Definitions; M to U.
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(c) Date of sale.
(d) Either the net weight and guaranteed analysis of the custom blend or the guaranteed analysis and net

weight of each material used in the formulation of the custom blend or both.
(4) Fertilizer in bulk storage shall be identified with a label attached to the storage bin or container giving

the name and address of the licensed manufacturer or distributor and the name and grade of the product.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 503, Eff. Mar. 30, 2007.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8503 Order and form of guaranteed analysis; minimum percentage of plant nutrients;
additional plant nutrients; other beneficial compounds or substances.
Sec. 8503. (1) The guaranteed analysis shall show the minimum percentage of plant nutrients claimed in

the following order and form:
     (a) Total nitrogen (N). _____%
     Available phosphate (P2O5). _____%
     Soluble potash (K2O). _____%

(b) When applied to mixed fertilizers, grade shall be given in whole numbers only. However, specialty
fertilizers with a guarantee of less than 1% of total nitrogen, available phosphate, and soluble potash may use
fractional units. Fertilizer materials, bone meal, manures, and similar materials may be guaranteed in
fractional units.

(c) When applied to custom blends, grade can either be given in whole numbers or in numbers expressed to
the nearest 1/10 of a percent in the form of a decimal in the analysis.

(d) For unacidulated mineral phosphatic material and basic slag, bone, tankage, and other organic
phosphatic materials, the total phosphate or degree of fineness, or both, may also be guaranteed.

(2) Additional plant nutrients, other than nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, claimed to be present in any
form or manner shall be guaranteed on the elemental basis, at levels not less than those established by rules.
Other beneficial compounds or substances, determinable by laboratory methods, may be guaranteed if
approved by the director.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 503, Eff. Mar. 30, 2007.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8504 License to manufacture or distribute fertilizer; fee; application; beneficial use
by-product intended for beneficial use 3; notice of additional distribution points;
exceptions; expiration; operation of business located outside of state.
Sec. 8504. (1) A person shall not manufacture or distribute fertilizer in this state, except specialty fertilizer

and soil conditioners, until the appropriate water quality protection fee provided in section 8715 has been
submitted, and except as authorized by a license to manufacture or distribute issued by the department
pursuant to part 13. An application for a license shall be accompanied by a fee of $100.00 for each of the
following:

(a) Each fixed location at which fertilizer is manufactured in this state.
(b) Each mobile unit used to manufacture fertilizer in this state.
(c) Each location out of this state that applies labeling showing an out-of-state origin of fertilizer

distributed in this state to nonlicensees.
(2) An application for a license to manufacture or distribute fertilizer shall include all of the following:
(a) The name and address of the applicant.
(b) The name and address of each bulk distribution point in this state not licensed for fertilizer manufacture

or distribution. The name and address shown on the license shall be shown on all labels, pertinent invoices,
and bulk storage for fertilizers distributed by the licensee in this state.

(3) If the fertilizer is a beneficial use by-product intended for beneficial use 3 under part 115, the
application shall also include the information identified in section 11551(7).

(4) The licensee shall inform the director in writing of additional distribution points established during the
period of the license.

(5) A distributor is not required to obtain a license if the distributor is selling fertilizer of a distributor or a
manufacturer licensed under this part.

(6) All licenses to manufacture or distribute fertilizer expire on December 31 of each year.
(7) A person licensed under this section that operates from a business location outside this state shall do
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unlicensed person, or otherwise fails to comply with this part.
(2) An order shall be written and shall inform the manufacturer, storage operator, distributor, seller, or

registrant of the grounds for issuance of the order. The person receiving the order shall immediately comply
with the order. Failure to comply shall subject the person to the penalty imposed under this part.

(3) The director shall rescind the order immediately upon being satisfied by inspection of compliance with
the order. The inspection shall be conducted as soon as possible at the verbal or written request of the
responsible party. The rescinding order of the director may be verbal and the person may rely on the verbal
rescinding order. However, a verbal order shall be followed by a written rescinding order.

(4) The director may issue and enforce a written order prohibiting the sale, use, or removal of a product
regulated by this part to the owner or custodian of any product or product lot and requiring the product to be
held by the owner or custodian at a designated place when the director finds that the product is being
distributed in violation of this part. The order remains in effect until the director determines that the person is
complying with the law or until the violation has been otherwise legally disposed of by written authority. The
director shall release the product for sale, use, or removal upon compliance with this part and payment of all
costs and expenses incurred in connection with the issuance and enforcement of the order.

(5) Any product or product lot not in compliance with this part is subject to seizure upon an action filed by
the director in a court of competent jurisdiction in the county in which the product is located. If the court finds
the product to be in violation of this part and orders the condemnation of the product, the product shall be
disposed of in any manner consistent with the quality of the product and the laws of this state except that the
disposition of the product shall not be ordered by the court without first providing the claimant an opportunity
to petition the court for release of the product or for permission to process or relabel the product to bring it
into compliance with this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 276, Imd. Eff. July 27, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8512 Nitrates in groundwater exceeding certain limits associated with aquifer sensitivity
or fertilizer use; educational materials provided to fertilizer users; authority of department
director; eligibility of regional stewardship to receive certain grants; authorization to
land-apply materials containing fertilizers at agronomic rates.
Sec. 8512. (1) Upon confirming the presence of nitrate in groundwater in concentration exceeding 50% of

the maximum contaminant level for nitrates in 20% of drinking water wells associated with an aquifer
sensitivity region or fertilizer use activity, the director of the department shall provide educational materials to
fertilizer users within that region and may do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Establish a regional stewardship team to assist in the coordination of local activities designed to prevent
further contamination of groundwater and to identify all probable sources of nitrate.

(b) Conduct further monitoring to determine the concentration and spatial distribution of nitrates in the
aquifer.

(c) Perform an evaluation of activities in the monitoring region to determine the sources of nitrate that may
have contributed to the contamination.

(d) Implement a stewardship program in the aquifer sensitivity region pursuant to part 87.
(e) Assist the regional stewardship team in designing a regional plan to prevent further contamination of

groundwater by fertilizer use activities, which plan must include an assessment of all probable sources of
nitrates.

(f) Establish a program that provides incentives for users to increase nitrogen use efficiency.
(2) Upon approval of a regional plan by the director of the department, the regional stewardship team is

eligible to receive grants from the freshwater protection fund established by part 87.
(3) The director of the department may, upon written request, authorize persons to land-apply materials

containing fertilizers at agronomic rates. This authorization shall prescribe appropriate operational control
activities to protect the application location and shall identify both the location of remediation and the
location or locations where such a land application will take place.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8512b Fertilizer containing phosphate; application to turf; requirements.
Sec. 8512b. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), (3), (4), or (5), a person shall not apply to turf a
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phosphate (P205), and on best management practices for other residential uses of phosphorus. The information
shall be in a format and include content suitable for use by the general public or posting and distribution at
retail points of sale of turf fertilizer.

History: Add. 2010, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Dec. 16, 2010.

324.8512h Fertilizer advisory committee; membership; terms; removal; vacancy; meetings;
quorum; duties; meetings subject to open meetings act; "committee" defined.
Sec. 8512h. (1) The fertilizer advisory committee is created within the department. The committee shall be

composed of the following members:
(a) The director of the department of agriculture and rural development.
(b) Two members representing the fertilizer industry.
(c) One member representing the specialty fertilizer industry.
(d) Four members representing farmers and other agricultural organizations.
(e) One member from the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation

Service.
(f) One member who is a certified crop advisor.
(g) One member representing conservation districts.
(h) The director of Michigan State University AgBioResearch.
(i) One member representing the largest statewide land conservancy in this state.
(2) The members of the committee may designate an authorized representative or substitute to represent

them on the committee. Of the members first appointed by the director, 4 shall serve for 1 year, 4 for 2 years,
and 4 for 3 years. Thereafter, an appointment shall be for 3 years. The director shall remove any member who
is absent, either personally or through a designated representative or substitute, for 4 or more consecutive
meetings. Vacancies shall be filled for the balance of an unexpired term. The committee shall meet on the call
of the director, who shall serve as chairperson. The director shall call a meeting of the committee upon
request of 2 or more members. A majority of the members of the committee constitute a quorum.

(3) The committee shall advise the director on the research funded under section 8514(4)(c).
(4) All meetings of the committee shall be conducted pursuant to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267,

MCL 15.261 to 15.275.
(5) As used in this section, "committee" means the fertilizer advisory committee created in subsection (1).
History: Add. 2015, Act 118, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Compiler's note: Act 451

Compiler's note: NREPA

324.8513 Rules; bulk storage of fertilizers; exemption.
Sec. 8513. (1) The department may promulgate rules regarding the bulk storage of fertilizers.
(2) If storage of a material used as a beneficial use by-product for beneficial use 3 under part 115 meets the

storage requirements of that part, then the storage is exempt from regulation no. 641, commercial fertilizer
bulk storage, R 285.641.1 to R 285.641.18 of the Michigan administrative code.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 178, Eff. Sept. 16, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Administrative rules: R 285.641.1 et seq. and R 285.642.1 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

324.8514 Fertilizer control fund; creation; deposits; money remaining in fund; lapse;
expenditures; grants to local government agencies, institutions of higher education, or
nonprofit organizations; notice to legislature.
Sec. 8514. (1) The fertilizer control fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer shall receive for deposit in the fund all fees, administrative or civil fines, and

payments for the costs of investigations incurred by the department collected under this part. In addition, the
state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer
shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from
fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The department shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, only for 1 or more of the
following purposes:
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benefits.
(3) The director, in conjunction with the council, shall review and evaluate the effectiveness of

conservation practices approved under subsection (1).
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 100, Imd. Eff. May 19, 2000;¾Am. 2011, Act 2, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9,

2011;¾Am. 2013, Act 46, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2013;¾Am. 2015, Act 118, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8708 Environmental assurance advisory council.
Sec. 8708. (1) The director shall establish an environmental assurance advisory council composed of all of

the following:
(a) The director of the department of agriculture and rural development.
(b) The director of the department of environmental quality.
(c) The director of the Michigan State University Extension.
(d) The director of the Michigan State University AgBioResearch.
(e) Representatives of all of the following as appointed by the director to serve terms of 3 years:
(i) The United States Department of Agriculture - Farm Service Agency.
(ii) The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service.
(iii) Conservation districts.
(iv) Farmers and other agricultural organizations.
(v) Nongovernmental conservation and environmental organizations.
(vi) Regulated agricultural industries.
(vii) A private consulting forester.
(viii) A member of the forest products industry.
(ix) A member of the logging profession.
(x) Other persons as determined by the director.
(xi) A member representing each regional environmental assurance team established under section 8709.
(2) The council shall be co-chaired by the representative from Michigan State University Extension and a

representative from 1 of the farmers and other agricultural organizations.
(3) The council shall advise the director on topics including, but not limited to, the following:
(a) MAEAP standards.
(b) On-site evaluations for verification of specific aspects of a farming operation.
(c) Water quality and environmental monitoring.
(d) Protocols for verification and revocation of verification.
(e) MAEAP activities.
(f) Interagency coordination of conservation programs.
(g) The use of money in the clean water fund created in section 8807 and other funding sources to promote

MAEAP and activities to encourage more MAEAP-verified farms.
(h) Options to increase assistance to assist small- and medium-sized farms in achieving MAEAP standards.
(i) The creation of subcommittees as needed to address emerging and ongoing issues.
(j) On-site evaluations of potential environmental, ecological, and economic benefits that can be realized

by managing areas of the land that are not utilized for traditional or production agriculture practices.
(4) The council shall do all of the following:
(a) Annually provide recommendations to the director on MAEAP standards and protocols for verification

and revocation of verification for consideration by the commission of agriculture and rural development.
(b) Annually submit a report to the department that outlines activities, accomplishments, and emerging

issues. The department shall share this report with the agriculture community.
(c) Provide recommendations to the director on the creation of a tiered recognition program for farms

working toward MAEAP verification. To qualify for the recognition program, farmers must have completed
educational programs, conducted appropriate farm assessments, and implemented conservation practices as
approved by the director. The tiers may be used to recognize a farm's movement toward MAEAP verification.

(d) Provide recommendations to the director and the legislature on incentives to increase participation in
MAEAP.

(e) Annually provide recommendations to the director on funding for research projects that address
impediments to verification and improve MAEAP practice standards.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2011, Act 2, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 2011;¾Am. 2013, Act 46, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2013;
¾Am. 2015, Act 118, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.
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concentration of all pesticide detections or nitrate concentrations in excess of 10 parts per million.
Information received by the director shall be evaluated based upon accepted protocols and procedures
established under this part.

(7) The director shall establish by rule laboratory confirmation mechanisms used under this part.
(8) The director shall establish by rule risk assessment protocols for the development of groundwater

resource protection levels.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2011, Act 2, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 2011.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8713a Surface water quality monitoring program.
Sec. 8713a. (1) The director, in consultation with the council, may develop and establish priorities,

procedures, and protocols for the implementation of a surface water quality monitoring program to do both of
the following:

(a) Promote voluntary water quality monitoring by farms.
(b) Monitor and benchmark the effectiveness of conservation practices and MAEAP standards in

cooperation with participating farmers.
(2) Water quality information collected under this section by the department in cooperation with farmers

shall be aggregated and made available to the commission of agriculture and rural development. Specific
locations or persons involved in water quality information collection are exempt from disclosure under the
freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

History: Add. 2011, Act 2, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 2011;¾Am. 2015, Act 118, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.8714 Confirmation of adverse impact on groundwater; powers and authority of director.
Sec. 8714. (1) Upon confirmation of an adverse impact on groundwater, the director may, upon reasonable

notice, require a person to furnish any information that the person may have relating to the identification,
nature, and quantity of pesticides and fertilizers that are or have been used on a particular site and to current
or past production practices that may have impacted groundwater quality. This information shall be treated as
confidential business information and is not subject to the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL
15.231 to 15.246.

(2) The director may, upon written request, authorize persons to land-apply materials contaminated with
pesticides or fertilizers at agronomic rates. This authorization shall prescribe appropriate operational control
activities to protect the application location and shall identify both the location of remediation and the
location or locations where such a land application will take place.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2011, Act 2, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 2011.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.8715 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 118 OF 2015 EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 31, 2021 
***** 

324.8715 Fees; repeal of section.
Sec. 8715. (1) In addition to the fees provided for in part 83, a registrant shall pay an annual water quality

protection fee for each product to be registered. The water quality protection fee is $270.00 per product. The
water quality protection fee is due in the office of the director before July 1.

(2) An additional late fee of $100.00 shall be paid by the registrant for each pesticide if the pesticide
registration is a renewal registration and the water quality protection fee is received by the department after
June 30.

(3) A person required to pay a specialty fertilizer or soil conditioner registration fee under section 8505
shall pay an additional $100.00 water quality protection fee for each brand and product name of each grade
registered.

(4) All fertilizer manufacturers or distributors licensed under part 85, except specialty fertilizer and soil
conditioner registrants, shall pay the following:

(a) Until December 31, 2015, a water quality protection fee of 1-1/2 cents per percent of nitrogen in the
fertilizer for each ton of fertilizer sold.

(b) Beginning January 1, 2016, $.0005 per pound of fertilizer sold.
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with proof that the defendant named in the citation, complaint, or warrant was the registered owner of the
vehicle or vessel at the time of the violation, gives rise to a rebuttable presumption that the registered owner
of the vehicle or vessel was the driver of the vehicle or vessel at the time of the violation.

(2) There is a rebuttable presumption that the driver of a vehicle or vessel is responsible for litter that is
thrown, dumped, deposited, placed, or left from the vehicle or vessel on public or private property or water.

(3) In a proceeding for a violation of this part involving litter from a leased motor vehicle or leased vessel,
proof that the particular vehicle or vessel described in the citation, complaint, or warrant was used in the
violation, together with proof that the defendant named in the citation, complaint, or warrant was the lessee of
the vehicle or vessel at the time of the violation, gives rise to a rebuttable presumption that the lessee of the
vehicle or vessel was the driver of the vehicle or vessel at the time of the violation.

(4) In a proceeding for a violation of this part involving litter consisting of an abandoned vehicle, proof
that the particular vehicle described in the citation, complaint, or warrant was abandoned, and that the
defendant named in the citation, complaint, or warrant was the titled owner or lessee of the vehicle at the time
it was abandoned, gives rise to a rebuttable presumption that the defendant abandoned the vehicle.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 111, Imd. Eff. June 28, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9,
1998;¾Am. 2004, Act 494, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Littering

Popular name: NREPA

324.8905 Violation involving litter produced at health facility, agency, or laboratory as
misdemeanor; violation involving infectious waste, pathological waste, or sharps as
felony; penalty; second or subsequent violation under subsection (2); definitions.
Sec. 8905. (1) A person who violates this part where the violation involves litter that is produced at a

health facility or agency as defined in section 20106 of the public health code, Act No. 368 of the Public Acts
of 1978, being section 333.20106 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or at a laboratory described in section
20507 of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, being section 333.20507 of the Michigan Compiled Laws,
is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 6 months or a fine of not more than
$1,000.00, or both.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), a person who violates this part where the violation involves litter
that is infectious waste, pathological waste, or sharps is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 2 years or by a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(3) For a second or subsequent violation under subsection (2), the person shall be punished by
imprisonment for not less than 1 year or more than 5 years and a fine of not more than $10,000.00.

(4) As used in this section:
(a) “Infectious waste” means waste that contains varying amounts of microorganisms that have a potential

for causing serious illness.
(b) “Pathological waste” means body organs, tissues, parts, and fluids removed during surgery or autopsy,

whether or not they are infectious.
(c) “Sharps” means discarded hypodermic needles, syringes and scalpel blades, whether or not they are

infectious.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Littering

Popular name: NREPA

324.8905a Violation as state civil infraction; civil fine; default remedies; exception.
Sec. 8905a. (1) A person who violates this part, if the amount of the litter is less than 1 cubic foot in

volume, is responsible for a state civil infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not more than $800.00.
(2) A person who violates this part, if the amount of the litter is 1 cubic foot or more but less than 3 cubic

feet in volume, is responsible for a state civil infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not more than
$1,500.00.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), a person who violates this part, if the amount of the litter is 3
cubic feet or more in volume, is responsible for a state civil infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not more
than $2,500.00. A person found to have committed a violation described in this subsection in a subsequent
proceeding is subject to a civil fine of not more than $5,000.00.

(4) A person who violates this part, if the litter is described in section 8901(a)(ii) to (v), is responsible for a
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municipality shall retain jurisdiction until the projects are completed and stabilized or the county agrees to
assume jurisdiction over the permitted earth changes.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 504, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 2001;¾Am. 2005, Act 55, Imd. Eff.
June 30, 2005;¾Am. 2018, Act 419, Eff. Mar. 20, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.9107 Notice of violation.
Sec. 9107. If a local unit of government has notice that a violation of this part has occurred within the

boundaries of that local unit of government, including but not limited to a violation attributable to an earth
change by an authorized public agency, the local unit of government shall notify the appropriate county
enforcing agency and municipal enforcing agency and the department of the violation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 504, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.9108 Permit; deposit as condition for issuance.
Sec. 9108. As a condition for the issuance of a permit, the county enforcing agency or municipal enforcing

agency may require the applicant to deposit with the clerk of the county or municipality in the form of cash, a
certified check, or an irrevocable bank letter of credit, whichever the applicant selects, or a surety bond
acceptable to the legislative body of the county or municipality or to the county enforcing agency or
municipal enforcing agency, in an amount sufficient to assure the installation and completion of such
protective or corrective measures as may be required by the county enforcing agency or municipal enforcing
agency.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 504, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.9109 Agreement between public agency or county or municipal enforcing agency and
conservation district; purpose; reviews and evaluations of agency's programs or
procedures; agreement between person engaged in agricultural practices and
conservation district; notification; enforcement.
Sec. 9109. (1) An authorized public agency, county enforcing agency, or municipal enforcing agency may

enter into an agreement with a conservation district for assistance and advice in overseeing and reviewing
compliance with soil erosion and sedimentation control procedures and in reviewing existing or proposed
earth changes, earth change plans, or site plans with regard to technical matters pertaining to soil erosion and
sedimentation control. In addition to or in the absence of such agreements, conservation districts may perform
periodic reviews and evaluations of the authorized public agency's, county enforcing agency's, or municipal
enforcing agency's programs or procedures pursuant to standards and specifications developed in cooperation
with the respective districts and as approved by the department. These reviews and evaluations shall be
submitted to the department for appropriate action.

(2) A person engaged in agricultural practices may enter into an agreement with the appropriate
conservation district to pursue agricultural practices in accordance with and subject to this part, the rules
promulgated under this part, and any applicable local ordinance. If a person enters into an agreement with a
conservation district, the conservation district shall notify the county enforcing agency or municipal enforcing
agency or the department in writing of the agreement. Upon entering into the agreement under this subsection,
a person is not subject to permits required under this part, but is required to develop project specific soil
erosion and sedimentation control plans and is subject to the remedies provided for in this part for violations
of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 504, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.9110 Designation as authorized public agency; application; submission of procedures;
variance; approval.
Sec. 9110. (1) Subject to subsection (4), a state agency or an agency of a local unit of government may

apply to the department for designation as an authorized public agency by submitting to the department the
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cooperation with the government of this state or any of its agencies or with the United States.
(b) To conduct demonstrational projects within the district on lands owned or controlled by this state or

any of its agencies, with the cooperation of the agency administering and having jurisdiction of the lands, and
on any other lands within the district upon obtaining the consent of the owner of the lands or the necessary
rights or interest in the lands, to demonstrate by example the means, methods, and measures by which
farmland, forestland, and natural resources may be conserved and soil erosion in the form of soil blowing and
soil washing may be prevented and controlled.

(c) To carry out preventive and control measures within the district including, but not limited to,
engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changes in use of land, and other
measures to achieve purposes listed in declaration of policy, on lands owned or controlled by this state or any
of its agencies, with the cooperation of the agency administering and having jurisdiction of the lands, and on
any other lands within the district upon obtaining the consent of the landowners or the necessary rights or
interests in the lands.

(d) To cooperate or enter into agreements with and, within the limits of appropriations made available to it
by law, to furnish financial or other aid to any agency, governmental or otherwise, or any landowner within
the district or his or her designated representative, in the conducting of erosion-control and prevention
operations within the district, subject to conditions as the directors consider necessary to advance the purposes
of this part.

(e) To obtain options upon and to acquire, by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or
otherwise, any property, real or personal, or rights or interests in property; to maintain, administer, and
improve any properties acquired, to receive income from the properties, and to expend income in carrying out
the purposes and provisions of this part; and to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any of its property or
interests in property in furtherance of the purposes and provisions of this part.

(f) To make available, on the terms it prescribes, to landowners or their designated representatives within
the district and to other conservation districts, agricultural and engineering machinery and equipment,
fertilizer, seeds, and seedlings, and other material or equipment that will assist landowners or their designated
representatives to carry on operations upon their lands for the conservation of farmland, forestland, and
natural resources and for the prevention and control of soil erosion.

(g) To engage in plant rescue operations and to propagate, plant, harvest, and, subject to section 9304a, sell
only conservation species. A conservation district that violates this subdivision is subject to a civil fine of not
more than $100.00 per day of violation. An action to enforce this subdivision may be brought by the state or a
county in the circuit court for the county in which the conservation district is located or in which the violation
occurred.

(h) To provide technical assistance to other conservation districts.
(i) To construct, improve, and maintain structures as may be necessary or convenient for the performance

of any of the operations authorized in this part.
(j) To develop comprehensive plans for the conservation of farmland, forestland, and natural resources and

for the control and prevention of soil erosion within the district or other conservation districts. The plans shall
specify, in such detail as is possible, the acts, procedures, performances, and avoidances that are necessary or
desirable for the effectuation of the plans, including the specification of engineering operations, methods of
cultivation, the growing of vegetation, cropping programs, tillage practices, and changes in use of land; and to
publish the plans and information described in this subdivision and bring them to the attention of residents of
the district.

(k) To take over, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, and to administer any farmland, forestland, or natural
resource conservation project located within its boundaries undertaken by the United States or any of its
agencies or by this state or any of its agencies; to manage, as agent of the United States or any of its agencies
or of this state or any of its agencies, any farmland, forestland, or natural resource conservation project within
its boundaries; to act as agent for the United States or any of its agencies or for this state or any of its agencies
in connection with the acquisition, construction, operation, or administration of any farmland, forestland, or
natural resource conservation project within its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, and contributions in
money, services, materials, or otherwise, from the United States or any of its agencies or from this state or any
of its agencies, and to use or expend the money, services, materials, or other contributions in carrying on its
operations; and to accept money, gifts, and donations from any other source not specified in this subdivision.

(l) To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to have a seal that is judicially noticed; to have perpetual
succession unless terminated as provided in this part; to make and execute contracts and other instruments
necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers; and to make, and from time to time amend and repeal,
rules and regulations in a manner that is not inconsistent with this part to carry into effect its purposes and
powers.
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(c) A description of any steps necessary to ensure the annual dose to members of the public during landfill
operation and after site closure will be less than 25 millirem.

(d) A description of an environmental monitoring program under subsection (6).
(6) If TENORM is disposed at a landfill, the operator of the landfill shall conduct a monitoring program

that complies with all of the following:
(a) Radiological monitoring of site workers and at the landfill property boundary are conducted as

specified in the license.
(b) Radium-226, radium-228, and lead-210 are included among the parameters analyzed in leachate and

groundwater at the frequency specified in the license.
(c) Penetrating radiation, radioactivity in air, and radon in air are measured as specified in the operating

license if the landfill is used to dispose of TENORM with a concentration of radium-226 more than 50
picocuries per gram, radium-228 more than 50 picocuries per gram, or lead-210 more than 260 picocuries per
gram.

(d) Results of all monitoring required under this subsection are included in the environmental monitoring
reports required under rules promulgated under this part and the facility operating license.

(7) The owner or operator of a landfill shall submit to the department by March 15 each year a report that
summarizes the information obtained under subsection (2) for all TENORM disposed at the landfill during the
previous calendar year.

(8) The owner or operator of a landfill shall do both of the following:
(a) Ensure that all TENORM is deposited at least 10 feet below the bottom of the future landfill cap.
(b) Maintain records of the location and elevation of TENORM disposed of at the landfill.
History: Add. 2018, Act 688, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.11132, which pertained to requirements for hazardous waste transporter business license, was
repealed by Act 139 of 1998, Eff. Sept. 1, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.11132a Transporter; duties; inspection; establishment of standards and requirements by
rule.
Sec. 11132a. (1) A transporter shall do all of the following:
(a) Obtain and utilize an environmental protection agency identification number in accordance with the

rules promulgated under this part.
(b) If transporting by highway, register and be permitted in accordance with the hazardous materials

transportation act and carry a copy of the registration and permit on the vehicle for inspection by the
department, the department of state police, a peace officer, or a representative of the United States
environmental protection agency.

(c) Comply with the transfer facility operating and financial responsibility requirements as required by the
rules promulgated under this part.

(d) Comply with the consolidation and commingling requirements as required by the rules promulgated
under this part.

(e) Comply with the vehicle requirements as required by the rules promulgated under this part.
(f) Utilize, complete, and retain a manifest for each shipment of hazardous waste as required by this part

and the rules promulgated under this part.
(g) Keep all records readily available for review and inspection by the department, the department of state

police, a peace officer, or a representative of the United States environmental protection agency.
(h) Retain all records as required by the rules promulgated under this part for a period of 3 years. The

retention period required by this subdivision is automatically extended during the course of any unresolved
enforcement action regarding the regulated activity or as required by the department.

(i) Comply with the reporting requirements as required by the rules promulgated under this part.
(j) Comply with the import and export requirements as required by the rules promulgated under this part.
(k) Comply with the requirements regarding hazardous waste discharges as required by the rules

promulgated under this part.
(l) Comply with the land disposal restriction requirements as required by the rules promulgated under this

part.
(m) Comply with the universal waste requirements as required by the rules promulgated under this part.
(n) Keep the outside of all vehicles and accessory equipment free of hazardous waste or hazardous waste

constituents.
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(5) The department shall maintain information regarding the manifest processing user charges received
under this section as necessary to satisfy the reporting requirements of subsection (6).

(6) The department shall evaluate the effectiveness and adequacy of the manifest processing user charges
collected under this section relative to the overall revenue needs of the state's hazardous waste management
program administered under this part. Not later than April 1 of each even-numbered year, the department shall
submit to the legislature a report summarizing its findings under this subsection.

(7) A generator shall include on the manifest details as specified by the department and shall at least
include a sufficient qualitative and quantitative analysis and a physical description of the hazardous waste to
evaluate toxicity and methods of transportation, storage, and disposal. The manifest also shall include safety
precautions as necessary for each load of hazardous waste. The generator shall submit to the department a
copy of the manifest within 10 days after the end of the month for each load of hazardous waste transported
within that month.

(8) A generator shall certify that the information contained on a manifest prepared by the generator is
accurate.

(9) The specified destination of each load of hazardous waste identified on the manifest shall be a
designated facility.

(10) If a generator does not receive a copy of the manifest with the handwritten signature of the owner or
operator of the designated facility within 35 days after the date on which the hazardous waste was accepted by
the initial transporter, the generator shall contact the transporter to determine the status of the hazardous
waste. If the generator is unable to determine the status of the hazardous waste upon contacting the
transporter, the generator shall contact the owner or operator of the designated facility to which the hazardous
waste was to be transported to determine the status of the hazardous waste.

(11) A generator shall submit an exception report to the department if the generator has not received a copy
of the manifest with the handwritten signature of the owner or operator of the designated facility within 45
days after the date on which the hazardous waste was accepted by the initial transporter. The exception report
shall include all of the following:

(a) A legible copy of the manifest.
(b) A cover letter signed by the generator or the generator's authorized representative explaining the efforts

taken to locate the hazardous waste and the results of those efforts.
(12) A generator shall keep a copy of each manifest signed and dated by the initial transporter for 3 years

or until the generator receives a signed and dated copy from the owner or operator of the designated facility
that received the hazardous waste. The generator shall keep the copy of the manifest signed and dated by the
owner or operator of the designated facility for 3 years. The retention periods required by this subsection are
automatically extended during the course of any unresolved enforcement action regarding the regulated
activity or as required by the department.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 165, Imd. Eff. Nov. 7, 2001;¾Am. 2007, Act 75, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30,
2007;¾Am. 2008, Act 403, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6, 2009;¾Am. 2011, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 15, 2011;¾Am. 2013, Act 73, Eff. Oct. 1, 2013;
¾Am. 2014, Act 287, Imd. Eff. Sept. 23, 2014;¾Am. 2017, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 12, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.11136 Certifying acceptance of waste for transportation; delivery of hazardous waste
and manifest; period for keeping copy of manifest; review and inspection of manifest;
extension of retention period.
Sec. 11136. (1) The hazardous waste transporter shall certify acceptance of waste for transportation and

shall deliver the hazardous waste and accompanying manifest only to the destination specified by the
generator on the manifest.

(2) The hazardous waste transporter shall keep a copy of the manifest for a period of 3 years and shall
make it readily available for review and inspection by the department, the director of public health, an
authorized representative of the director of public health, a peace officer, or a representative of the United
States environmental protection agency. The retention period required by this subsection shall be
automatically extended during the course of any unresolved enforcement action regarding the regulated
activity or as required by the department.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act
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deed to the property or some other document that is normally examined during a title search a notice that will
notify in perpetuity any potential purchaser of the following:

(a) That the property has been used to manage hazardous wastes.
(b) That the use of the land should not disturb the final cover, liners, components of any containment

system, or the function of the monitoring systems on or in the property.
(c) That the survey plat and records of type, location, and quantity of hazardous waste on or in the property

have been filed with the local zoning or land use authority as required by the rules promulgated under this
part.

(2) As a condition of obtaining an operating license for a landfill pursuant to section 11123, the applicant
shall demonstrate to the department that an instrument imposing a restrictive covenant upon the land involved
has been executed by all of the owners of the tract of land upon which the landfill is to be located. The
instrument imposing the restrictive covenant shall be filed for record by the department in the office of the
register of deeds in the county in which the disposal facility is located. The covenant shall state that the land
has been or may be used as a landfill for disposal of hazardous waste and that neither the property owners,
agents, or employees, nor any of their heirs, successors, lessees, or assignees shall engage in filling, grading,
excavating, building, drilling, or mining on the property following completion of the landfill without
authorization of the department. In giving authorization, the department shall consider, at a minimum, the
original design, type of operation, hazardous waste deposited, and the state of decomposition of the fill.
Before authorizing any activity that would disturb the integrity of the final cover of a landfill, the department
must find either that the disturbance of the final cover is necessary to the proposed use of the property and
will not increase the potential hazard to human health or the environment or that disturbance of the final cover
is necessary to reduce a threat to human health or the environment.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.11140 Closure and postclosure monitoring and maintenance plan; submission;
contents; rules.
Sec. 11140. (1) The owner or operator of a treatment, storage, or disposal facility shall submit a closure

plan to the department as part of the application for an operating license under section 11123. In addition, the
owner or operator of a disposal facility shall submit a postclosure monitoring and maintenance plan to the
department as part of the application. At a minimum, the closure plan shall include a description of how the
facility shall be closed, possible uses of the land after closure, anticipated time until closure, estimated time
for closure, and each anticipated partial closure. Those facilities described in section 11123(6) and (8) shall
submit a closure and, if required by rule, a postclosure plan with their operating license application.

(2) The department shall promulgate rules regarding notification before closure of a treatment, storage, or
disposal facility, length of time permitted for closure, removal and decontamination of equipment, security,
groundwater and leachate monitoring system, sampling analysis and reporting requirements, and any other
pertinent requirements.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2010, Act 357, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 2010.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act

Popular name: NREPA

Administrative rules: R 299.9101 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

324.11141 Cost of closing and postclosure monitoring and maintenance of facility; methods
of assurance; amount; periodic adjustment; violation.
Sec. 11141. An owner or operator of a treatment, storage, or disposal facility shall file, as a part of the

application for a license to operate, a surety bond or other suitable instrument or mechanism or establish a
secured trust fund, as approved by the department, to cover the cost of closing the treatment, storage, or
disposal facility after its capacity is reached or operations have otherwise terminated. In addition, the owner
or operator of a disposal facility shall also file a surety bond or other suitable instrument or mechanism or
establish a secured trust fund, approved by the department, to cover the cost of postclosure monitoring and
maintenance of the facility. An owner or operator may use a combination of bonds, instruments, mechanisms,
or funds, as approved by the department, to satisfy the requirements of this section. The bond, instrument,
mechanism, or fund, or combination of these methods of assurance, shall be in an amount equal to a
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$25,000.00 for each instance of violation and, if the violation is continuous, for each day of violation, or
imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or both. If the conviction is for a violation committed after a first
conviction of the person under this subsection, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of
not more than $50,000.00 for each instance of violation and, if the violation is continuous, for each day of
violation, or by imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or both. Additionally, a person who is convicted of a
violation under this subsection shall be ordered to pay all costs of corrective action associated with the
violation.

(3) Any person who knowingly stores, treats, transports, or disposes of any hazardous waste in violation of
subsection (2) and who knows at that time that he or she thereby places another person in imminent danger of
death or serious bodily injury, and if his or her conduct in the circumstances manifests an unjustified and
inexcusable disregard for human life, or if his or her conduct in the circumstances manifests an extreme
indifference for human life, upon conviction, is subject to a fine of not more than $250,000.00 or
imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or both, except that any person whose actions constitute an extreme
indifference for human life, upon conviction, is subject to a fine of not more than $250,000.00 or
imprisonment for not more than 5 years, or both. A defendant that is not an individual and not a governmental
entity, upon conviction, is subject to a fine of not more than $1,000,000.00. Additionally, a person who is
convicted of a violation under this subsection shall be ordered to pay all costs of corrective action associated
with the violation.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3), a person's state of mind is knowing with respect to:
(a) His or her conduct, if he or she is aware of the nature of his or her conduct.
(b) An existing circumstance, if he or she is aware or believes that the circumstance exists.
(c) A result of his or her conduct, if he or she is aware or believes that his or her conduct is substantially

certain to cause danger of death or serious bodily injury.
(5) For purposes of subsection (3), in determining whether a defendant who is an individual knew that his

or her conduct placed another person in imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury, both of the
following apply:

(a) The person is responsible only for actual awareness or actual belief that he or she possessed.
(b) Knowledge possessed by a person other than the defendant but not by the defendant himself or herself

may not be attributed to the defendant. However, in proving the defendant's possession of actual knowledge,
circumstantial evidence may be used, including evidence that the defendant took affirmative steps to shield
himself or herself from relevant information.

(6) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under this part that the conduct charged was consented to
by the person endangered and that the danger and conduct charged were reasonably foreseeable hazards of
either of the following:

(a) An occupation, a business, or a profession.
(b) Medical treatment or professionally approved methods and the other person had been made aware of

the risks involved prior to giving consent.
(7) The defendant may establish an affirmative defense under subsection (6) by a preponderance of the

evidence.
(8) For purposes of subsection (3), “serious bodily injury” means each of the following:
(a) Bodily injury that involves a substantial risk of death.
(b) Unconsciousness.
(c) Extreme physical pain.
(d) Protracted and obvious disfigurement.
(e) Protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty.
(9) In addition to a fine, the attorney general may bring an action in a court of competent jurisdiction to

recover the full value of the damage done to the natural resources of this state and the costs of surveillance
and enforcement by the state resulting from the violation. The damages and cost collected under this
subsection shall be deposited in the general fund if the damages or costs result from impairment or destruction
of the fish, wildlife, or other natural resources of the state and shall be used to restore, rehabilitate, or mitigate
the damage to those resources in the affected area, and for the specific resource to which the damages
occurred.

(10) The court, in issuing a final order in an action brought under this part, may award costs of litigation,
including reasonable attorney and expert witness fees to a party, if the court determines that the award is
appropriate.

(11) A person who has an interest that is or may be affected by a civil or administrative action commenced
under this part has a right to intervene in that action.
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(7) The site identification number user charges and the handler user charges collected under this section
and any amounts collected under subsection (5) for a violation of this section shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer and deposited in the environmental pollution prevention fund created in section 11130.

(8) The department shall evaluate the effectiveness and adequacy of the site identification number user
charges and the handler user charges collected under this section relative to the overall revenue needs of the
hazardous waste management program administered under this part. Not later than April 1 of each
even-numbered year, the department shall submit to the legislature a report summarizing the department's
findings under this subsection.

(9) As used in this section:
(a) "Handler" means the person required to pay the handler user charge.
(b) "Handler user charge" means an annual hazardous waste management program user charge provided

for in subsection (2).
History: Add. 2001, Act 165, Imd. Eff. Nov. 7, 2001;¾Am. 2007, Act 75, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2007;¾Am. 2008, Act 403, Imd. Eff.

Jan. 6, 2009;¾Am. 2010, Act 357, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 2010;¾Am. 2011, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 15, 2011;¾Am. 2013, Act 73, Eff. Oct.
1, 2013;¾Am. 2014, Act 287, Imd. Eff. Sept. 23, 2014;¾Am. 2017, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 12, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act

Popular name: NREPA

PART 113
LANDFILL MAINTENANCE TRUST FUND

324.11301 Definitions.
Sec. 11301. As used in this part:
(a) “Fund” means the landfill maintenance trust fund created in section 11302 .
(b) “Response activity” means response activity as defined in part 201.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Waste Management Division to the
Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11302 Landfill maintenance trust fund; creation; separate fund; revenue.
Sec. 11302. (1) There is hereby created the landfill maintenance trust fund. The fund shall be established as

a separate fund in the department of treasury.
(2) The fund shall receive as revenue money from any source not to exceed $500,000.00, as appropriated

by the legislature.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Waste Management Division to the
Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11303 Expenditure of interest and earnings of fund; manner of maintaining corpus of
fund.
Sec. 11303. (1) The interest and earnings of the fund shall be expended by the department to monitor the

effectiveness of response activity and to provide necessary long-term maintenance only at those landfills that
are sites of polybrominated biphenyls contamination where the department has undertaken response activity
through the use of funds appropriated by the state from a judicially approved settlement.

(2) The corpus of the fund shall be maintained by the state treasurer in a manner that will provide for future
disbursements to the department to ensure that the sites described in subsection (1) are properly monitored
and maintained for as long as considered necessary by the department to assure the protection of the public
health, safety, welfare, and the environment.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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Michigan administrative code.
(iii) Cause a violation of a part 31 surface water quality standard.
(6) "Beneficial use 4" means any of the following uses:
(a) To stabilize, neutralize, solidify, or otherwise treat waste for ultimate disposal at a facility licensed

under this part or part 111.
(b) To treat wastewater, wastewater treatment sludge, or wastewater sludge in compliance with part 31 or

the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1251 to 1388, at a private or publicly owned wastewater
treatment plant.

(c) To stabilize, neutralize, solidify, cap, or otherwise remediate hazardous substances or contaminants as
part of a response activity in compliance with part 201, part 213, or the comprehensive environmental
response, compensation and liability act of 1980, 42 USC 9601 to 9657, or a corrective action in compliance
with part 111 or the solid waste disposal act, 42 USC 6901 to 6992k.

(d) As construction material at a landfill licensed under this part.
(7) "Beneficial use 5" means blended with inert materials or with compost and used to manufacture soil.
(8) "Beneficial use by-product" means the following materials if the materials are stored for beneficial use

or are used beneficially as specified and the requirements of section 11551(1) are met:
(a) Coal bottom ash or wood ash used for beneficial use 3 or wood ash or coal ash, except for segregated

flue gas desulfurization material, used for beneficial use 1, 2, or 4.
(b) Pulp and paper mill ash used for beneficial use 1, 2, 3, or 4.
(c) Mixed wood ash used for beneficial use 1, 2, 3, or 4.
(d) Cement kiln dust used as a flue gas scrubbing reagent or for beneficial use 1, 2, 3, or 4.
(e) Lime kiln dust used as a flue gas scrubbing reagent or for beneficial use 1, 2, 3, or 4.
(f) Stamp sands used for beneficial use 1 or 2.
(g) Foundry sand from ferrous or aluminum foundries used for beneficial use 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5.
(h) Pulp and paper mill material, other than the following, used for beneficial use 3:
(i) Rejects, from screens, cleaners, and mills dispersion equipment, containing more than de minimis

amounts of plastic.
(ii) Scrap paper.
(i) Spent media from sandblasting, with uncontaminated sand, newly manufactured, unpainted steel used

for beneficial use 1 or 2.
(j) Dewatered concrete grinding slurry from public transportation agency road projects used for beneficial

use 1, 2, 3, or 4.
(k) Lime softening residuals from the treatment and conditioning of water for domestic use or from a

community water supply used for beneficial use 3 or 4.
(l) Soil washed or otherwise removed from sugar beets that is used for beneficial use 3.
(m) Segregated flue gas desulfurization material used for beneficial use 1 or 3.
(n) Materials and uses approved by the department under section 11553(3) or (4). Approval of materials

and uses by the department under section 11553(3) or (4) does not require the use of those materials by any
governmental entity or any other person.

(9) "Beverage container" means an airtight metal, glass, paper, or plastic container, or a container
composed of a combination of these materials, which, at the time of sale, contains 1 gallon or less of any of
the following:

(a) A soft drink, soda water, carbonated natural or mineral water, or other nonalcoholic carbonated drink.
(b) A beer, ale, or other malt drink of whatever alcoholic content.
(c) A mixed wine drink or a mixed spirit drink.
(10) "Bond" means a financial instrument executed on a form approved by the department, including a

surety bond from a surety company authorized to transact business in this state, a certificate of deposit, a cash
bond, an irrevocable letter of credit, insurance, a trust fund, an escrow account, or a combination of any of
these instruments in favor of the department. The owner or operator of a disposal area who is required to
establish a bond under another state statute or a federal statute may petition the department to allow such a
bond to meet the requirements of this part. The department shall approve a bond established under another
state statute or a federal statute if the bond provides equivalent funds and access by the department as other
financial instruments allowed by this subsection.

(11) "Captive facility" means a landfill or coal ash impoundment that accepts for disposal, and accepted for
disposal during the previous calendar year, only nonhazardous industrial waste generated only by the owner
of the landfill or coal ash impoundment.

(12) "Cement kiln dust" means particulate matter collected in air emission control devices serving Portland
cement kilns.
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(d) Scrap wood.
(e) Sludge from the treatment and conditioning of water for domestic use.
(f) Residue from the thermal treatment of petroleum contaminated soil, media, or debris.
(g) Sludge from the treatment and conditioning of water from a community water supply.
(h) Foundry sand.
(i) Mixed wood ash, scrap wood ash, pulp and paper mill ash.
(j) Street cleanings.
(k) Asphalt shingles.
(l) New construction or production scrap drywall.
(m) Chipped or shredded tires.
(n) Copper slag.
(o) Copper stamp sands.
(p) Dredge material from nonremedial activities.
(q) Flue gas desulfurization material.
(r) Dewatered grinding slurry generated from public transportation agency road projects.
(s) Any material determined by the department under section 11553(7) to be a low-hazard industrial waste.
(11) "Low-hazard-potential coal ash impoundment" means a coal ash impoundment that is a diked surface

impoundment, the failure or misoperation of which is expected to result in no loss of human life and low
economic or environmental losses principally limited to the impoundment owner's property.

(12) "Medical waste" means that term as it is defined in section 13805 of the public health code, 1978 PA
368, MCL 333.13805.

(13) "Mixed wood ash" means the material recovered from air pollution control systems for, or the
noncombusted residue remaining after, the combustion of any combination of wood, scrap wood, railroad ties,
or tires, if railroad ties composed less than 35% by weight of the total combusted material and tires composed
less than 10% by weight of the total combusted material.

(14) "Municipal solid waste incinerator" means an incinerator that is owned or operated by any person, and
meets all of the following requirements:

(a) The incinerator receives solid waste from off site and burns only household waste from single and
multiple dwellings, hotels, motels, and other residential sources, or this household waste together with solid
waste from commercial, institutional, municipal, county, or industrial sources that, if disposed of, would not
be required to be placed in a disposal facility licensed under part 111.

(b) The incinerator has established contractual requirements or other notification or inspection procedures
sufficient to ensure that the incinerator receives and burns only waste referred to in subdivision (a).

(c) The incinerator meets the requirements of this part and the rules promulgated under this part.
(d) The incinerator is not an industrial furnace as defined in 40 CFR 260.10.
(e) The incinerator is not an incinerator that receives and burns only medical waste or only waste produced

at 1 or more hospitals.
(15) "Municipal solid waste incinerator ash" means the substances remaining after combustion in a

municipal solid waste incinerator.
(16) "New coal ash impoundment" means a coal ash impoundment that first receives coal ash after the

effective date of the amendatory act that added this subsection.
(17) "New disposal area" means a disposal area that requires a construction permit under this part and

includes all of the following:
(a) A disposal area, other than an existing disposal area, that is proposed for construction.
(b) For a landfill, a lateral expansion, vertical expansion, or other expansion that results in an increase in

the landfill's design capacity.
(c) A new coal ash impoundment, or a lateral expansion of a coal ash impoundment beyond the placement

of waste as of October 14, 2015.
(d) For a disposal area other than landfills or coal ash impoundments, an enlargement in capacity beyond

that indicated in the construction permit or in engineering plans approved before January 11, 1979.
(e) For any existing disposal area, an alteration of the disposal area to a different disposal area type than

had been specified in the previous construction permit application or in engineering plans that were approved
by the director or his or her designee before January 11, 1979.

(18) "Nonresidential property" means property not used or intended to be used for any of the following:
(a) A child day care center.
(b) An elementary school.
(c) An elder care and assisted living center.
(d) A nursing home.
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History: Add. 1996, Act 359, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 153, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 39, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29,
2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11508 Solid waste management program; certification.
Sec. 11508. A city, county, or district health department may be certified by the department to perform a

solid waste management program. Certification procedures shall be established by the department by rule.
The department may rescind certification upon request of the certified health department or after reasonable
notice and hearing if the department finds that a certified health department is not performing the program as
required.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11509 Construction permit for establishment of disposal area; application; engineering
plan; construction permit application fee for landfill; construction permit for solid waste
transfer facility, solid waste processing plant, or other disposal area; fees; fee refund;
permit denial; resubmission of application with additional information; modification or
renewal of permit; multiple permits; disposition of fees.
Sec. 11509. (1) Except as otherwise provided in section 11529, a person shall not establish a disposal area

except as authorized by a construction permit issued by the department pursuant to part 13. In addition, a
person shall not establish a disposal area contrary to an approved solid waste management plan, or contrary to
a permit, license, or final order issued pursuant to this part. A person proposing the establishment of a
disposal area shall apply for a construction permit to the department through the health officer. If the disposal
area is located in a county or city that does not have a certified health department, the application shall be
made directly to the department.

(2) The application for a construction permit shall contain the name and residence of the applicant, the
location of the proposed disposal area, the design capacity of the disposal area, and other information
specified by rule. A person may apply to construct more than 1 type of disposal area at the same facility under
a single permit. The application shall be accompanied by an engineering plan and a construction permit
application fee. A construction permit application for a landfill shall be accompanied by a fee in an amount
that is the sum of all of the following fees, as applicable:

(a) For a new sanitary landfill, a fee equal to the following amount:
(i) For a municipal solid waste landfill, $1,500.00.
(ii) For an industrial waste landfill, $1,000.00.
(iii) For a type III landfill limited to low hazard industrial waste, $750.00.
(b) For a lateral expansion of a sanitary landfill, a fee equal to the following amount:
(i) For a municipal solid waste landfill, $1,000.00.
(ii) For an industrial waste landfill, $750.00.
(iii) For a type III landfill limited to low hazard industrial waste, construction and demolition waste, or

other nonindustrial waste, $500.00.
(c) For a vertical expansion of an existing sanitary landfill, a fee equal to the following amount:
(i) For a municipal solid waste landfill, $750.00.
(ii) For an industrial waste landfill, $500.00.
(iii) For an industrial waste landfill limited to low hazard industrial waste, construction and demolition

waste, or other nonindustrial waste, $250.00.
(d) For a new coal ash impoundment, a fee of $1,000.00.
(e) For a lateral or vertical expansion of a coal ash impoundment, a fee of $750.00.
(3) The application for a construction permit for a solid waste transfer facility, a solid waste processing

plant, other disposal area, or a combination of these, shall be accompanied by a fee in the following amount:
(a) For a new facility for municipal solid waste, or a combination of municipal solid waste and waste listed

in subdivision (b), $1,000.00.
(b) For a new facility for industrial waste, or construction and demolition waste, $500.00.
(c) For the expansion of an existing facility for any type of waste, $250.00.
(4) If an application is returned to the applicant as administratively incomplete, the department shall refund
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over the application or that for any other reason a public meeting is appropriate.
(15) A public meeting referred to in subsection (14)(d) shall be held after the department makes a

preliminary review of the application and all pertinent data and before an operating license is issued or
denied. During its review, the department shall consider input provided at the public meeting.

(16) If an application is returned to the applicant as administratively incomplete, the department shall
refund the entire fee. An applicant for a license, within 12 months after a license denial or withdrawal of a
license application, may resubmit the application with the additional information as needed to address the
reasons for denial, without being required to pay an additional application fee.

(17) The operating license application for a solid waste processing plant, solid waste transfer facility, other
disposal area, or combination of these entities shall be accompanied by a fee equal to $500.00.

(18) Except as provided in subsection (12), the department shall deposit operating license application fees
collected under this section in the perpetual care account of the solid waste management fund established in
section 11550.

(19) A person who applies for an operating license for more than 1 type of disposal area at the same
facility shall pay a fee equal to the sum of the applicable application fees listed in this section.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 358, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 153, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am.
2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004;¾Am. 2018, Act 640, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11512a Issuance of license for coal ash landfill or a coal ash impoundment;
requirements.
Sec. 11512a. (1) The department shall not issue a license to a coal ash landfill or a coal ash impoundment

unless the applicant has provided to the department both of the following:
(a) An approved hydrogeological monitoring program that does both of the following:
(i) Complies with R 299.4440 to R 299.4445, if applicable, and R 299.4905 to R 299.4908 of the part 115

rules.
(ii) Includes a detection monitoring program that meets the requirements of section 11511a(3).
(b) All reports and other information required under 40 CFR 257.90 for the preceding 5 years, as

applicable. Based on this information, the department shall determine whether any additional licensing
requirements are necessary for the coal ash landfill or coal ash impoundment. Any report or other information
available on the applicant's website or already submitted to the department is not required to be provided with
the application.

(2) The department shall not issue a license to a coal ash landfill unless the applicant has provided to the
department a run-on and run-off control system plan that complies with 40 CFR 257.81(c)(1) and was
prepared and certified by a professional engineer pursuant to R 299.4910(9) of the part 115 rules. This plan
shall be revised every 5 years in compliance with 40 CFR 257.81(c)(4).

(3) The department shall not issue a license to a coal ash impoundment unless the applicant has provided to
the department an inflow design flood control system plan that complies with 40 CFR 257.82(c)(1) and was
prepared and certified by a professional engineer pursuant to R 299.4910(9) of the part 115 rules. This plan
shall be revised every 5 years in compliance with 40 CFR 257.82(c)(4).

(4) The department shall not issue a license to a coal ash landfill or a coal ash impoundment unless that
landfill or impoundment complies with section 11511a(3) and, if applicable, section 11519b(4) or a schedule,
approved by the department, of remedial measures, including a sequence of actions or operations, that leads to
compliance with this part within a reasonable time period but not more than 2 years after the effective date of
the amendatory act that added this subsection.

(5) The department shall not issue a license for a coal ash impoundment that is not a low-hazard-potential
coal ash impoundment unless the applicant has provided to the department an emergency action plan that
complies with 40 CFR 257.74(a)(3) and was prepared and certified by a professional engineer pursuant to R
299.4910(9) of the part 115 rules.

History: Add. 2018, Act 640, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11513 Acceptance of solid waste or municipal solid waste incinerator ash for disposal;
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(d) Beryllium.
(e) Cadmium.
(f) Chromium.
(g) Cobalt.
(h) Copper.
(i) Lead.
(j) Lithium.
(k) Nickel.
(l) Mercury.
(m) Molybdenum.
(n) Selenium.
(o) Silver.
(p) Thallium.
(q) Vanadium.
(r) Zinc.
(s) Radium 226 and 228 combined.
(3) The constituents listed in this section shall be analyzed by methods specified in "Standard Methods for

the Examination of Water and Wastewater, 19th edition", published by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, or by other methods approved by the director or his or her designee.

(4) If the owner or operator of a coal ash landfill or coal ash impoundment is obligated to prepare a
response action plan, the owner or operator shall comply with R 299.4442 to R 299.4445 of the part 115 rules,
as applicable.

(5) The owner or operator of a coal ash landfill shall place landfill cover materials that are described in R
299.4304 of the part 115 rules over the entire surface of each portion of the final lift not more than 6 months
after the final placement of coal ash within the landfill or landfill unit.

(6) The owner or operator of a coal ash impoundment shall begin to implement closure as described in R
299.4309(7) of the part 115 rules not more than 6 months after the final placement of coal ash within the
impoundment and shall diligently pursue the closure. The closure shall be completed in compliance with 40
CFR 257.102(f)(1) and (2).

(7) Coal ash impoundments or coal ash landfills may be closed as a type III landfill pursuant to the
applicable rules or by removal of coal ash from the impoundment as described in this part.

(8) If a coal ash impoundment is closed by the date that is 2 years after the effective date of the amendatory
act that added this section and the department accepts the certification of the closure, the owner is not required
to provide financial assurance under section 11523 or pay into a perpetual care fund under section 11525.

(9) Closure by removal of coal ash under subsection (7) is complete when either of the following
requirements are met:

(a) The owner or operator certifies compliance with the requirements of 40 CFR 257.102(c).
(b) The owner or operator certifies that testing confirms that constituent concentrations remaining in the

coal ash impoundment or landfill unit and any concentrations of soil or groundwater affected by releases
therefrom do not exceed the lesser of the applicable standards adopted by the department pursuant to section
20120a or the groundwater protection standards established pursuant to 40 CFR 257.95(h) and the department
accepts the certification or, if the constituent concentrations do exceed those standards, the department has
approved a remedy consistent with R 299.4444 and R 299.4445 of the part 115 rules.

(10) Upon completion of the closure by removal under subsection (9), the financial assurance under section
11523 and perpetual care fund under section 11525 shall be terminated, the owner or operator is not required
to provide financial assurance or contribute to a perpetual care fund, and any claim to the assurance or fund
by the department is terminated and released. The termination and release do not impair the department's
authority to require, whether upon completion of closure under subsection (9)(b) or subsequently, financial
assurance for corrective action as provided under this act.

History: Add. 2018, Act 640, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11519c Groundwater contamination in unlined coal ash impound; owner or operator
duties; "unlined coal ash impoundment" defined.
Sec. 11519c. (1) If assessment monitoring of an unlined coal ash impoundment confirms the presence of
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completed. In addition to this bond, a perpetual care fund shall be maintained under section 11525.
(b) Financial assurance for a type II landfill that is an existing unit or a new unit shall be in an amount

equal to the cost, in current dollars, of hiring a third party, to conduct closure, postclosure maintenance and
monitoring, and if necessary, corrective action. An application for a type II landfill that is an existing unit or
new unit shall demonstrate financial assurance in accordance with section 11523a.

(c) Financial assurance established for an existing coal ash impoundment shall be in the form of a bond in
an amount equal to $20,000.00 per acre within the impoundment boundary. However, the amount of the bond
shall not be less than $20,000.00 or more than $1,000,000.00. The bond shall provide assurance for the
maintenance of the finished coal ash impoundment for a period of 30 years after the coal ash impoundment or
any approved portion is completed. In addition to the bond, a perpetual care fund shall be maintained under
section 11525. For applications for a license to operate submitted to the department after the date that is 2
years after the effective date of the amendatory act that added section 11511a, an applicant that demonstrates
that it meets the requirements of R 299.9709 of the Michigan Administrative Code may utilize the financial
test under that rule for an amount not exceeding 95% of the closure, postclosure, and corrective action cost
estimate.

(d) Financial assurance established for a solid waste transfer facility, incinerator, processing plant, other
solid waste handling or disposal facility, or a combination of these utilized in the disposal of solid waste shall
be in the form of a bond in an amount equal to 1/4 of 1% of the construction cost of the facility, but shall not
be less than $4,000.00, and shall be continued in effect for a period of 2 years after the disposal area is closed.

(2) The owner or operator of a landfill may post a cash bond with the department instead of other bonding
mechanisms to fulfill the remaining financial assurance requirements of this section. An owner or operator of
a disposal area who elects to post cash as a bond shall accrue interest on that bond at the annual rate of 6%, to
be accrued quarterly, except that the interest rate payable to an owner or operator shall not exceed the rate of
interest accrued on the state common cash fund for the quarter in which an accrual is determined. Interest
shall be paid to the owner or operator upon release of the bond by the department. Any interest greater than
6% shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the general fund and shall be appropriated to the
department to be used by the department for administration of this part.

(3) An owner or operator of a disposal area that is not a landfill who has accomplished closure in a manner
approved by the department and in accordance with this part and the rules promulgated under this part, may
request a 50% reduction in the bond during the 2-year period after closure. At the end of the 2-year period, the
owner or operator may request that the department terminate the bond. The department shall approve
termination of the bond within 60 days after the request is made if all waste and waste residues have been
removed from the disposal area and closure is certified.

(4) The department may utilize a bond required under this section for the closure and postclosure
monitoring and maintenance of a disposal area if the owner or operator fails to comply with the closure and
postclosure monitoring and maintenance requirements of this part and the rules promulgated under this part to
the extent necessary to correct such violations. At least 7 days before utilizing the bond, the department shall
issue a notice of violation or other order that alleges violation of this part or rules promulgated under this part
and provide an opportunity for a hearing. This subsection does not apply to a perpetual care fund bond.

(5) Under the terms of a surety bond, letter of credit, insurance policy, or perpetual care fund bond, the
issuing institution shall notify both the department and the owner or operator at least 120 days before the
expiration date or any cancellation of the bond. If the owner or operator does not extend the effective date of
the bond, or establish alternate financial assurance within 90 days after receipt of an expiration or cancellation
notice from the issuing institution, all of the following apply:

(a) The department may draw on the bond.
(b) In the case of a perpetual care fund bond, the issuing institution shall deposit the proceeds into the

standby trust or escrow account unless the department agrees to the expiration or cancellation of the perpetual
care fund bond.

(6) The department shall not issue a construction permit or a new license to operate a disposal area to an
applicant that is the subject of a bankruptcy action commenced under title 11 of the United States Code, 11
USC 101 to 1532, or any other predecessor or successor statute.

(7) A person required under this section to provide financial assurance in the form of a bond for a landfill
may request a reduction in the bond based upon the amount of the perpetual care fund established under
section 11525. A person requesting a bond reduction shall do so on a form consistent with this part and
provided by the department. The department shall grant this request unless there are sufficient grounds for
denial and those reasons are provided in writing. The department shall grant or deny a request for a reduction
of the bond within 60 days after the request is made. If the department grants a request for a reduced bond, the
department shall require a bond in an amount such that for type III landfills, and type II landfills that are
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or welfare, or the environment or fails to request the disbursement of money from a perpetual care fund when
necessary to protect the public health, safety, or welfare, or the environment, or fails to pay the solid waste
management program administration fee or the surcharge required under section 11525a, then the department
may draw on the perpetual care fund and may expend the money for closure, postclosure monitoring and
maintenance, and corrective action, as necessary. The department may draw on a perpetual care fund for
administrative costs associated with actions taken under this subsection.

(10) Upon approval by the department of a request to terminate financial assurance for a landfill or coal
ash impoundment under section 11525b, any money in the perpetual care fund for that landfill or coal ash
impoundment shall be disbursed by the custodian to the owner of the landfill or coal ash impoundment unless
a contract between the owner and the operator provides otherwise.

(11) The owner of a landfill or coal ash impoundment shall provide notice to the custodian of the perpetual
care fund for that landfill or coal ash impoundment if there is a change of ownership of the landfill. The
custodian shall maintain records of ownership of a landfill or coal ash impoundment during the period of
existence of the perpetual care fund.

(12) This section does not relieve an owner or operator of a landfill or coal ash impoundment of any
liability that he or she may have under this part or as otherwise provided by law.

(13) This section does not create a cause of action at law or in equity against a custodian of a perpetual
care fund other than for errors or omissions related to investments, accountings, disbursements, filings of
required tax returns, and maintenance of records required by this section or the applicable perpetual care fund.

(14) As used in this section, "custodian" means the trustee or escrow agent of any of the following:
(a) A perpetual care fund that is established as a trust or escrow account.
(b) A standby trust or escrow account for a perpetual care fund bond.
(15) A perpetual care fund that is established as a trust or escrow account may be replaced with a perpetual

care fund that is established as a perpetual care fund bond that complies with this section. Upon such
replacement, the director shall authorize the custodian of the trust or escrow account to disburse the money in
the trust or escrow account to the owner of the landfill or coal ash impoundment unless a contract between the
owner and operator specifies otherwise.

(16) An owner or operator of a landfill or coal ash impoundment who uses a perpetual care fund bond to
satisfy the requirements of this section shall also establish a standby trust or escrow account. All payments
made under the terms of the perpetual care fund bond shall be deposited by the custodian directly into the
standby trust or escrow account in accordance with instructions from the director. The standby trust or escrow
account must meet the requirements for a trust or escrow account established as a perpetual care fund under
subsection (1), except that until the standby trust or escrow account is funded pursuant to the requirements of
this subsection, the following are not required:

(a) Payments into the standby trust or escrow account as specified in subsection (2).
(b) Annual accounting valuations as required in subsection (7).
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 359, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1996;¾Am. 1996, Act 506, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9,

1997;¾Am. 2003, Act 153, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2013, Act 250, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 2013;¾Am. 2018, Act 640, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28,
2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11525a Owner or operator of landfill or coal ash impoundment; surcharge; payment of
surcharge; deposit.
Sec. 11525a. (1) The owner or operator of a landfill or coal ash impoundment shall pay a surcharge as

follows:
(a) For a landfill or coal ash impoundment that is not a captive facility, 12 cents for each cubic yard or

portion of a cubic yard of solid waste or municipal solid waste incinerator ash that is disposed of in the
landfill or coal ash impoundment before October 1, 2019.

(b) For a type III landfill or coal ash impoundment that is a captive facility, the following annual amounts:
(i) For a captive facility that receives 100,000 or more cubic yards of waste, $3,000.00.
(ii) For a captive facility that receives 75,000 or more but less than 100,000 cubic yards of waste,

$2,500.00.
(iii) For a captive facility that receives 50,000 or more but less than 75,000 cubic yards of waste,

$2,000.00.
(iv) For a captive facility that receives 25,000 or more but less than 50,000 cubic yards of waste,

$1,000.00.
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(b) Provide for the inspection of each solid waste disposal area for compliance with this part and the rules
promulgated under this part at least 4 times per year.

(c) Ensure that all persons disposing of solid waste are doing so in compliance with this part and the rules
promulgated under this part.

(3) The department and the department of state police may conduct regular, random inspections of waste
being transported for disposal at disposal areas in this state. Inspections under this subsection may be
conducted at disposal areas at the end original destination.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 43, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11526a Solid waste generated out of state; acceptance by owner or operator of landfill
prohibited; exceptions; disposal capacity.
Sec. 11526a. (1) Beginning October 1, 2004, in order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare and

the environment of this state from the improper disposal of waste that is prohibited from disposal in a landfill,
and in recognition that the nature of solid waste collection and transport limits the ability of the state to
conduct cost effective inspections to ensure compliance with state law, the owner or operator of a landfill
shall not accept for disposal in this state solid waste, including, but not limited to, municipal solid waste
incinerator ash, that was generated outside of this state unless 1 or more of the following are met:

(a) The solid waste is composed of a uniform type of item, material, or substance, other than municipal
solid waste incinerator ash, that meets the requirements for disposal in a landfill under this part and the rules
promulgated under this part.

(b) The solid waste was received through a material recovery facility, a transfer station, or other facility
that has documented that it has removed from the solid waste being delivered to the landfill those items that
are prohibited from disposal in a landfill.

(c) The country, state, province, or local jurisdiction in which the solid waste was generated is approved by
the department for inclusion on the list compiled by the department under section 11526b.

(2) Notwithstanding section 11538 or any other provision of this part, if there is sufficient disposal
capacity for a county's disposal needs in or within 150 miles of the county, all of the following apply:

(a) The county is not required to identify a site for a new landfill in its solid waste management plan.
(b) An interim siting mechanism shall not become operative in the county unless the county board of

commissioners determines otherwise.
(c) The department is not required to issue a construction permit for a new landfill in the county.
History: Add. 2004, Act 40, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11526b Compliance with MCL 324.11526b required; notice requirements; compilation of
list; documentation.
Sec. 11526b. (1) Not later than October 1, 2004, the department shall do all of the following:
(a) Notify each state, the country of Canada, and each province in Canada that landfills in this state will not

accept for disposal solid waste that does not comply with section 11526a.
(b) Compile a list of countries, states, provinces, and local jurisdictions that prohibit from disposal in a

landfill the items prohibited from disposal in a landfill located in this state or that prevent from disposal in a
landfill the items prohibited from disposal in a landfill located in this state through enforceable solid waste
disposal requirements that are comparable to this part.

(c) Prepare and provide to each landfill in the state a copy of a list of the countries, states, provinces, and
local jurisdictions compiled under subdivision (b).

(2) The department shall include a country, state, province, or local jurisdiction on the list described in
subsection (1) if the country, state, province, or local jurisdiction, or another person, provides the department
with documentation that the country, state, province, or local jurisdiction prohibits from disposal in a landfill
the items prohibited from disposal in a landfill located in this state or that it prevents from disposal in a
landfill the items prohibited from disposal in a landfill located in this state through enforceable solid waste
disposal requirements that are comparable to this part. Such documentation shall include all pertinent statutes,
administrative regulations, and ordinances.
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the municipalities within each respective county before the plan may take effect.
(5) A county plan prepared by a regional solid waste management planning agency shall be approved by

the governing bodies of not less than 67% of the municipalities within each respective county before the plan
may take effect.

(6) If, after the plan has been adopted, the governing bodies of not less than 67% of the municipalities have
not approved the plan, the department shall prepare a plan for the county, including those municipalities that
did not approve the county plan. A plan prepared by the department shall be final.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11537 Approval or disapproval of plan by department; time; minimum requirements;
periodic review; revisions or corrections; withdrawal of approval; timetable or schedule
for compliance.
Sec. 11537. (1) The department shall, within 6 months after a plan has been submitted for approval,

approve or disapprove the plan. An approved plan shall at a minimum meet the requirements set forth in
section 11538(1).

(2) The department shall review an approved plan periodically and determine if revisions or corrections are
necessary to bring the plan into compliance with this part. The department, after notice and opportunity for a
public hearing held pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of
1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, may withdraw approval of the plan. If
the department withdraws approval of a county plan, the department shall establish a timetable or schedule for
compliance with this part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11537a Use of siting mechanisms to site capacity.
Sec. 11537a. Beginning on June 9, 1994 a county that has a solid waste management plan that provides for

siting of disposal areas to fulfill a 20-year capacity need through use of a siting mechanism, is only required
to use its siting mechanisms to site capacity to meet a 10-year capacity need. If any county is able to
demonstrate to the department that it has at least 66 months of available capacity, that county may refuse to
utilize its siting mechanism until the county is no longer able to demonstrate 66 months of capacity or until
the county amends its plan in accordance with this part to provide for the annual certification process
described in section 11538.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Solid Waste Act

324.11538 Rules for development, form, and submission of initial solid waste management
plans; requirements; identification of specific sites; calculation of disposal need
requirements; interim siting mechanism; annual certification process; new certification;
disposal area serving disposal needs of another county, state, or country; compliance as
condition to disposing of, storing, or transporting solid waste; provisions or practices in
conflict with part.
Sec. 11538. (1) Not later than September 11, 1979, the director shall promulgate rules for the development,

form, and submission of initial solid waste management plans. The rules shall require all of the following:
(a) The establishment of goals and objectives for prevention of adverse effects on the public health and on

the environment resulting from improper solid waste collection, processing, or disposal including protection
of surface and groundwater quality, air quality, and the land.

(b) An evaluation of waste problems by type and volume, including residential and commercial solid
waste, hazardous waste, industrial sludges, pretreatment residues, municipal sewage sludge, air pollution
control residue, and other wastes from industrial or municipal sources.

(c) An evaluation and selection of technically and economically feasible solid waste management options,
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chairs of the standing committees of the senate and house of representatives with primary responsibility for
issues related to natural resources and the environment, and the chairs of the subcommittees of the senate and
house appropriations committees with primary responsibility for appropriations to the department a report that
details the activities of the previous fiscal year funded by the staff account of the solid waste management
fund. This report shall include, at a minimum, all of the following as it relates to the department:

(a) The number of full-time equated positions performing solid waste management permitting, compliance,
and enforcement activities.

(b) All of the following information related to the construction permit applications received under section
11509:

(i) The number of applications received by the department, reported as the number of applications
determined to be administratively incomplete and the number determined to be administratively complete.

(ii) The number of applications determined to be administratively complete for which a final action was
taken by the department. The number of final actions shall be reported as the number of applications
approved, the number of applications denied, and the number of applications withdrawn by the applicant.

(iii) The percentage and number of applications determined to be administratively complete for which a
final decision was made within the period required by part 13.

(c) All of the following information related to the operating license applications received under section
11512:

(i) The number of applications received by the department, reported as the number of applications
determined to be administratively incomplete and the number determined to be administratively complete.

(ii) The number of applications determined to be administratively complete for which a final action was
taken by the department. The number of final actions shall be reported as the number of applications
approved, the number of applications denied, and the number of applications withdrawn by the applicant.

(iii) The percentage and number of applications determined to be administratively complete for which a
final decision was made within the period required by part 13.

(d) The number of inspections conducted at licensed disposal areas as required by section 11519.
(e) The number of letters of warning sent to licensed disposal areas.
(f) The number of contested case hearings and civil actions initiated and completed, the number of

voluntary consent orders and administrative orders entered or issued, and the amount of fines and penalties
collected through such actions or orders.

(g) For each enforcement action that includes a penalty, a description of what corrective actions were
required by the enforcement action.

(h) The number of solid waste complaints received, investigated, resolved, and not resolved by the
department.

(i) The amount of revenue in the staff account of the solid waste management fund and the coal ash care
fund at the end of the fiscal year.

(7) The coal ash care fund is created within the state treasury. The state treasurer may receive money from
any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state
treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments.

(8) Money shall be expended from the coal ash care fund, upon appropriation, only for the following
purposes relating to coal ash impoundments and coal ash landfills:

(a) Preparing generally applicable guidance regarding the solid waste permit and license program or its
implementation or enforcement.

(b) Reviewing and acting on any application for a permit or license, permit or license revision, or permit or
license renewal, including the cost of public notice and public hearings.

(c) Performing an advisory analysis under section 11510(1).
(d) General administrative costs of running the permit and license program, including permit and license

tracking and data entry.
(e) Inspection of licensed disposal areas and open dumps.
(f) Implementing and enforcing the conditions of any permit or license.
(g) Groundwater monitoring audits at disposal areas that are or have been licensed under this part.
(h) Reviewing and acting upon corrective action plans for disposal areas that are or have been licensed

under this part.
(i) Review of certifications of closure.
(j) Postclosure maintenance and monitoring inspections and review.
(k) Review of bonds and financial assurance documentation at disposal areas that are or have been licensed

under this part.
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due. The failure by a person to timely pay a fee imposed by this section is a violation of this part.
(5) If a person fails to pay a fee required under this section in full, plus any interest accrued, by October 1

of the year following the date of notification of the fee assessment, the department may issue an order that
revokes the license or permit held by that person for which the fee was to be paid.

(6) Fees and interest collected under this section shall be deposited in the fund.
History: Add. 2004, Act 381, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 492, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11718 Rules.
Sec. 11718. (1) The department shall promulgate rules that establish both of the following:
(a) Continuing education requirements under section 11703.
(b) Design and operating requirements for receiving facilities, as provided in section 11715b.
(2) The department may, in addition, promulgate rules that do 1 or more of the following:
(a) Add other materials and substances to the definition of septage waste.
(b) Add enclosures to the list of enclosures in the definition of domestic septage under section 11701 the

servicing of which requires a septage waste servicing license under this part.
(c) Specify information required on an application for a septage waste servicing license, septage waste

vehicle license, or site permit.
(d) Establish standards or procedures for a department order under section 11708 prohibiting the operation

of a wastewater treatment plant or structure as a receiving facility.
(3) The department of environmental quality and the department of agriculture and rural development shall

jointly promulgate rules establishing field sanitation and food safety standards for the purposes of section
11721.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 381, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 2004;¾Am. 2018, Act 271, Eff. Sept. 27, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11719 Violation or false statement as misdemeanor; penalties.
Sec. 11719. (1) A person who violates section 11704, 11705, 11708, 11709, 11710, or 11711 is guilty of a

misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or
both. A peace officer may issue an appearance ticket to a person for a violation of any of these sections.

(2) A person who knowingly makes or causes to be made a false statement or entry in a license application
or a record required in section 11703 is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 2
years, or a fine of not less than $2,500.00 or more than $25,000.00, or both.

(3) A person who violates this part or a license or permit issued under this part, except as provided in
subsections (1) and (2), is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 30 days or
a fine of not less than $1,000.00 and not more than $2,500.00, or both.

(4) Each day that a violation described in subsection (1), (2), or (3) continues constitutes a separate
violation.

(5) Upon receipt of information that the servicing of septage waste regulated by this part presents an
imminent or substantial threat to the public health, safety, welfare, or the environment, after consultation with
the director or a designated representative of the department of community health, the department, or a peace
officer if authorized by law, shall do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, summarily
suspend a license issued under this part and afford the holder of the license an opportunity for a hearing
within 7 days.

(b) Request that the attorney general commence an action to enjoin the act or practice and obtain injunctive
relief upon a showing that a person is or has removed, transported, or disposed of septage waste in a manner
that is or may become injurious to the public health, safety, welfare, or the environment.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 381, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11720 Temporary variance from act.
Sec. 11720. (1) The director may grant a temporary variance from a requirement of this part added by the

2004 amendatory act that amended this part if all of the following requirements are met:
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sections 123.301 to 123.310 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(c) “Municipality” means a county, city, township, village, or local authority, or a combination thereof.
(d) “Note” means a note issued by a municipality pursuant to this part.
(e) “Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, unincorporated joint venture,

or trust, organized, permitted, or existing under the laws of this state or any other state, including a federal
corporation, or a combination thereof, but excluding a municipality, special district having taxing powers, or
other political subdivision of this state.

(f) “Revenue” means money or income received by a municipality as a result of activities authorized by
this part, including loan repayments and interest on loan repayments; proceeds from the sale of real or
personal property; interest payments on investments; rentals and other payments due and owing on account of
an instrument, lease, contract, or agreement to which the municipality is a party; and gifts, grants, bestowals,
or other moneys or payments to which a municipality is entitled under this part or other law.

(g) “Waste” means a discarded solid or semisolid material, including garbage, refuse, rubbish, ashes, liquid
material, and other discarded materials generated by residential, commercial, agricultural, municipal, or
industrial activities, including waste from sewage collected and treated in a municipal sewage system.

(h) “Waste management project” means 1 or more parts of a waste collection, transportation, disposal, or
resource recovery system, including plants, works, systems, facility or transfer stations planned, designed, or
financed under this part. Waste management project includes the extension or provision of utilities, steam
generating and conveyance facilities, appurtenant machinery, equipment, and other capital facilities, other
than off-site mobile vehicular equipment, if necessary for the operation of a project or portion of a project.
Waste management project also includes necessary property rights, easements, interests, permits, and licenses.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11902 Powers of municipality generally.
Sec. 11902. A municipality may do any of the following:
(a) Acquire by gift, purchase, or lease, construct, improve, remodel, repair, maintain, and operate,

individually or jointly with a municipality or person, a waste management project; acquire private or public
property by purchase, lease, gift, or exchange; and acquire private property when necessary by condemnation
for public purposes pursuant to Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1911, being sections 213.21 to 213.25 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, or other applicable law or charter.

(b) Impose rates, charges, and fees, and enter into contracts relative to the rates, charges, and fees with
persons using a waste management project; and assign, convey, encumber, mortgage, pledge, or grant a
security interest in the rates, charges, and fees or the right to impose rates, charges, and fees to a person or
municipality for the purpose of securing a contract with a person or municipality or for the purpose of
providing security or a source of payment for an indebtedness of a person or municipality, including bonds or
notes, issued pursuant to the following acts, to finance the cost of a waste management project or in
anticipation of revenues from a waste management project:

(i) The industrial development revenue bond act of 1963, Act No. 62 of the Public Acts of 1963, being
sections 125.1251 to 125.1267 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(ii) The economic development corporation act, Act No. 338 of the Public Acts of 1974, being sections
125.1601 to 125.1636 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(iii) The Derezinski-Geerlings job development authority act, Act No. 301 of the Public Acts of 1975,
being sections 125.1701 to 125.1770 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.11903 Contracts for acquisition, construction, financing, and operation of waste
management project or for use of services of project; bids or proposals; negotiations;
validity of contracts; pledge of full faith and credit; methods of paying pledged share of
costs.
Sec. 11903. (1) A municipality may enter into a contract with a person or municipality, providing for the

acquisition, construction, financing, and operation of a waste management project or for the use of the
services of a project. Notwithstanding the requirements of its municipal charter or ordinances, the
municipality, following the receipt from persons of bids or proposals for a contract referred to in this section,
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or distributing; exception.
Sec. 14723. (1) Beginning June 1, 2006, a person shall not manufacture, process, or distribute a product or

material that contains more than 1/10 of 1% of octa-BDE.
(2) This section does not apply to original equipment manufacturer replacement service parts or the

processing of recyclables containing octa-BDE in compliance with applicable federal, state, and local laws.
History: Add. 2004, Act 526, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.14724 PBDE advisory committee; recommendations.
Sec. 14724. The department may establish a PBDE advisory committee to assist the department in

determining the risk posed by the release of PBDEs, other than penta-BDE or octa-BDE, to human health and
the environment. The department may use existing programs to monitor the presence of PBDEs in the state's
environment to determine exposure and risk. If new scientific information gathered by the advisory committee
indicates a significant risk to human health and the environment in the state, the advisory committee shall
inform the department of risk or risks and, if the department concurs, the department shall advise the
legislature of the risk. Nothing in this section shall preclude the department from issuing recommendations to
the legislature independent of any actions of the advisory committee.

History: Add. 2004, Act 526, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

Compiler's note: For transfer of PBDE advisory committee to department of environmental quality by type III transfer, see E.R.O.
No. 2009-11, compiled at MCL 324.99915.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.14725 Violation as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 14725. A person who violates this subpart is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less

than $2,500.00 or more than $25,000.00. Each day that a violation of this subpart continues shall be
considered a separate violation.

History: Add. 2004, Act 562, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 148
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT PRIVILEGE AND IMMUNITY

324.14801 Definitions.
Sec. 14801. As used in this part:
(a) “Environmental audit” means a voluntary and internal evaluation conducted on or after the effective

date of this part of 1 or more facilities or an activity at 1 or more facilities regulated under state, federal,
regional, or local laws or ordinances, or of environmental management systems or processes related to the
facilities or activity, or of a previously corrected specific instance of noncompliance, that is designed to
identify historical or current noncompliance and prevent noncompliance or improve compliance with 1 or
more of those laws, or to identify an environmental hazard, contamination, or other adverse environmental
condition, or to improve an environmental management system or process. Once initiated, an audit shall be
completed within a reasonable time, not to exceed 6 months, unless a written request for an extension is
approved by the director on reasonable grounds.

(b) “Environmental audit report” means a document or a set of documents, each labeled at the time it is
created “environmental audit report: privileged document” and created as a result of an environmental audit.
An environmental audit report shall include supporting information. Supporting information may include field
notes, records of observations, findings, opinions, suggestions, conclusions, drafts, memoranda, follow-up
reports, drawings, photographs, computer generated or electronically recorded information, maps, charts,
graphs, and surveys, if the supporting information or documents are created or prepared for the primary
purpose and in the course of or as a result of an environmental audit. An environmental audit report may also
include an implementation plan that addresses correcting past noncompliance, improving current compliance,
improving an environmental management system, and preventing future noncompliance, as appropriate.

(c) “Privilege” means the privilege provided to an environmental audit report as provided in this part.
History: Add. 1996, Act 132, Imd. Eff. Mar. 18, 1996;¾Am. 1997, Act 133, Imd. Eff. Nov. 14, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451
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accumulated outdoors shall comply with all of the following:
(a) Scrap tires shall be stored in the tire storage area identified on the scrap tire collection site registration

application map and approved by the department.
(b) Only scrap tires shall be accumulated in the tire storage area.
(c) Subject to subdivision (f), the scrap tires shall be accumulated in piles no greater than 15 feet in height

with horizontal dimensions no greater than 200 by 40 feet.
(d) Subject to subdivision (f), the scrap tires shall not be within 20 feet of the property line or within 60

feet of a building or structure.
(e) Subject to subdivision (f), there shall be a minimum separation of 30 feet between scrap tire piles. The

open space between the piles shall at all times be free of rubbish, equipment, and other materials.
(f) Scrap tire piles shall be accessible to fire fighting equipment. If the requirement of this subdivision is

met, the local fire department that serves the jurisdiction in which the collection site is located may grant a
variance from the requirements of subdivision (c), (d), or (e). A variance under this subsection shall be in
writing.

(g) Scrap tires shall be isolated from other stored materials that may create hazardous products if there is a
fire, including, but not limited to, lead acid batteries, fuel tanks, solvent barrels, and pesticide containers.

(h) Except for scrap tires that are a commodity used to create a storage pad for, or a roadway for access to,
other scrap tires that are also a commodity, scrap tires shall not be placed in the open spaces between tire piles
or used to construct on-site roads.

(i) The owner or operator of the collection site shall allow the local fire department that serves the
jurisdiction in which the collection site is located to inspect the collection site at any reasonable time.

(j) All persons employed to work at the collection site shall be trained in emergency response operations.
The owner or operator of the collection site shall maintain training records and shall make these records
available to the local fire department that serves the jurisdiction in which the collection site is located.

(2) A person who owns or operates a collection site where at least 2,500 but fewer than 100,000 scrap tires
are accumulated outdoors shall comply with all of the following:

(a) All of the requirements of subsection (1).
(b) The tire storage area shall be completely enclosed with a fence that is at least 6 feet tall with lockable

gates and that is designed to prevent easy access.
(c) An earthen berm not less than 5 feet in height shall completely enclose the tire storage area except to

allow for necessary ingress and egress from roadways and buildings.
(d) The collection site shall contain sufficient drainage so that water does not pool or collect on the

property.
(e) The approach road to the tire storage area and on-site access roads to the tire storage area shall be of

all-weather construction and maintained in good condition and free of debris and equipment so that it is
passable at all times for fire fighting and other emergency vehicles. If the local fire department for the
jurisdiction where the collection site is located submits to the department a written determination that the
on-site access roads do not ensure that the site is accessible to emergency vehicles at all times during the year,
the department of environmental quality shall consider the on-site access roads to be in violation of this
requirement.

(f) Tire storage areas shall be mowed regularly or otherwise kept free of weeds, vegetation, and other
growth at all times.

(g) An emergency procedures plan shall be prepared and displayed at the collection site. The plan shall
include telephone numbers of the local fire and police departments. The plan shall be reviewed by the local
fire department prior to being posted.

(h) Scrap tires shall not be accumulated in excess of 10,000 cubic yards of scrap tires per acre.
(3) A person who owns or operates a collection site where 100,000 or more scrap tires are accumulated

outdoors shall comply with all of the requirements of subsections (1) and (2) and shall operate as a scrap tire
processor.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, subsection (6), and section 16903b, a person who
owns a collection site shall maintain a bond in favor of the department. If the collection site registration
application under section 16904 includes a written agreement between the owner and the operator of the
collection site that requires the operator to maintain the bond and the department approves that requirement,
then the operator shall maintain the bond. The bond shall be on a form approved by the department. If the
operator is required to maintain the bond under this subsection but fails to do so, both the owner and operator
are responsible for a violation of this subsection. The amount of the bond shall be not less than the sum of
$25,000.00 per quarter acre, or fraction thereof, of outdoor tire storage area, and $2.00 per square foot of tire
storage area in a building. However, for collection sites with fewer than 2,500 tires, the bond shall not exceed
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approved by the department.
(2) If the department determines that the owner or operator of a collection site is not in compliance with

subsection (1), the department shall deliver to the collection site owner or operator, or both, a notice of
noncompliance. If, within 60 days after receipt of that notice, the owner or operator who received the notice
does not bring the collection site into compliance with subsection (1), the owner or operator shall comply with
section 16903(4). Once an owner or operator is required to obtain a bond under section 16903(4), the bond
shall be maintained unless the owner or operator brings the collection site into compliance with subsection
(1).

(3) If a scrap tire processor has maintained its collection site in compliance with subsection (1) for 5 years,
the scrap tire processor may move its operation to a new collection site location and remains exempt from the
requirement to maintain a bond under section 16903(4) as long as the scrap tire processor continues to comply
with subsection (1).

History: Add. 2002, Act 496, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2002;¾Am. 2006, Act 523, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006;¾Am. 2014, Act 543, Imd. Eff.
Jan. 15, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.16903c Maintenance limiting mosquito breeding; requirements; violation; penalty;
payment default.
Sec. 16903c. (1) The owner or operator of a collection site shall ensure that tires at a collection site are

maintained in a manner that limits the potential of mosquito breeding by complying with 1 or more of the
following:

(a) The tires shall be covered by plastic sheets or other impermeable barriers to prevent the accumulation
of precipitation.

(b) The tires shall be chemically treated to eliminate mosquito breeding.
(c) The tires shall be baled, shredded, or chipped into pieces no larger than 4 inches by 6 inches and stored

in piles that allow complete water drainage.
(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a

civil fine of not more than $400.00, plus costs.
(3) A default in the payment of a civil fine or costs ordered under this section or an installment of the fine

or costs may be remedied by any means authorized under the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236,
MCL 600.101 to 600.9947.

History: Add. 2002, Act 496, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2002;¾Am. 2014, Act 543, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.16904 Owner or operator of collection site or portable shredding operation; application
for registration; form; documentation of bonding; compliance with storage requirements;
fee.
Sec. 16904. (1) By January 31 of each year, the owner or operator of a collection site or portable shredding

operation shall submit an application for registration to the department. If a person who owns or operates a
collection site is also a portable shredding operation, the person may submit a single application covering
both. The application shall be on a form provided by the department and shall contain the information
required by the department. The application for registration of a collection site shall include all of the
following:

(a) Documentation that the collection site is bonded for the registration period as required by section
16903(4), if applicable.

(b) The signature of the applicant and, if the applicant is not the owner of the real property, the signature of
the owner.

(2) The department shall not register a collection site unless the collection site is in compliance with the
storage requirements.

(3) A $200.00 registration fee shall accompany each annual application for registration under this section.
The department shall deposit money collected under this subsection into the state treasury to be credited to the
fund.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 527, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006;¾Am. 2014, Act 543, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15,
2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 447 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov





Popular name: NREPA

324.16908c Intentional open burning of scrap tire prohibited.
Sec. 16908c. A person shall not intentionally engage in the open burning of a scrap tire.
History: Add. 2014, Act 543, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2015.

324.16909 Violation as misdemeanor; penalties; separate violations; issuance of appearance
ticket; section inapplicable to violation of MCL 324.16903c; false statement.
Sec. 16909. (1) A person who violates this part, if fewer than 50 scrap tires are involved, is guilty of a

misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not less than $200.00 or
more than $500.00, or both, for each violation.

(2) A person who violates this part, if 50 or more scrap tires are involved, is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 180 days or a fine of not less than $500.00 or more than
$10,000.00, or both, for each violation.

(3) A person convicted of a second or subsequent violation of this part is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 or more than
$25,000.00, or both, for each violation.

(4) In addition to any other penalty provided for in this section, the court may order a person who violates
this part to perform not more than 100 hours of community service.

(5) For any violation of this part, each day that a violation continues constitutes a separate violation.
(6) A law enforcement officer may issue an appearance ticket as described and authorized by sections 9c to

9g of chapter IV of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 764.9c to 764.9g, to a person who
violates this part.

(7) This section does not apply to a violation of section 16903c.
(8) A person who knowingly makes or causes to be made a false statement or entry in a registration

application, scrap tire transportation record, or grant application under this part is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not less than $2,500.00 or more than
$10,000.00, or both.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 496, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2002;¾Am. 2006, Act 520, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,
2006;¾Am. 2014, Act 543, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.16909a Investigation or inspection; warrantless search; seizure of vehicle or equipment;
costs.
Sec. 16909a. (1) The department may enter at reasonable hours a tire retail establishment, vehicle owned

or operated by a scrap tire hauler for the transport of scrap tires, or collection site or other place where scrap
tires are or have been present, and may inspect the location or other place for the purposes of enforcing or
administering this part. An investigation or inspection under this part shall comply with the United States
constitution and the state constitution of 1963.

(2) If the department or a law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that a person is violating
this part, the department or a law enforcement officer may search without a warrant a vehicle or other
transportation-related equipment that is possessed, used, or operated by that person.

(3) A vehicle, or other transportation-related equipment used in a criminal violation of this part is subject
to seizure by a law enforcement officer and forfeiture in the same manner as provided in chapter 47 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.4701 to 600.4709.

(4) The court may award court costs and other expenses of litigation including attorney fees to a party who
successfully brings an action for a violation of this section.

History: Add. 2006, Act 530, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006;¾Am. 2014, Act 543, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.16910 Response to fire or violation of part; action for recovery of incurred costs.
Sec. 16910. A person who incurs costs as a result of a response to a fire or a violation of this part at a

collection site may bring an action against the owner or operator of the collection site, in the circuit court in
which the collection site is located, to recover the incurred costs.

History: Add. 1997, Act 17, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451
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(c) A manufacturer.
(3) A distributor shall dispose of lead acid batteries by delivery to a manufacturer or to a collection,

recycling, or smelting facility approved by the department.
(4) A manufacturer shall dispose of lead acid batteries by delivery to a recycling or smelting facility

approved by the department.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17103 Retailer of lead acid batteries; duties.
Sec. 17103. A retailer of lead acid batteries shall do all of the following:
(a) Accept, at or near the point at which lead acid batteries are offered for sale, in a quantity at least equal

to the number of new lead acid batteries sold by the retailer, used lead acid batteries from customers, if
offered by the customers.

(b) Post a written notice in a location that is readily visible to customers within the retail establishment that
is at least 8-1/2 inches by 11 inches in size and contains the universal recycling symbol and contains
essentially all of the following:

(i) Recycle your used lead acid batteries.
(ii) It is illegal to discard a lead acid battery except by delivery to a retailer, a distributor, a manufacturer,

or a collection, recycling, or smelting facility approved by the department.
(iii) State law requires retailers to accept used lead acid batteries upon the purchase or within 30 calendar

days of the purchase of a lead acid battery.
(c) The format, design, and wording of the notice described in this section shall be provided to retailers of

lead acid batteries by the department.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 124, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17104 Notices; failure to post; default in payment of civil fine.
Sec. 17104. (1) The department shall produce, print, and make available to retailers notices required by

section 17103.
(2) A retailer who fails to post a notice required by this part following warning by the department is subject

to a civil fine of $25.00 per day of violation.
(3) A default in the payment of a civil fine ordered under this part may be remedied by any means

authorized under the revised judicature act of 1961, Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, being sections
600.101 to 600.9947 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17105 Acceptance of lead acid batteries by distributor; quantity; removal from point of
collection.
Sec. 17105. (1) A distributor shall accept used lead acid batteries from retailers in a quantity at least equal

to the number of new lead acid batteries sold by the distributor.
(2) A distributor accepting lead acid batteries from a retailer as required under this section shall remove the

lead acid batteries from the point of collection within 90 days of receiving the batteries.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17105a Batteries containing intentionally introduced mercury; sales or offers prohibited.
Sec. 17105a. (1) Except for alkaline manganese button cell batteries that have a mercury content of 25

milligrams or less, a person shall not sell, offer for sale, or offer for promotional purposes an alkaline
manganese battery manufactured on or after January 1, 1996 that contains intentionally introduced mercury.

(2) A person shall not sell, offer for sale, or offer for promotional purposes a zinc carbon battery
manufactured on or after January 1, 1996 that contains intentionally introduced mercury.

History: Add. 1995, Act 124, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1995.
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(iii) If the brand owner does not do business in the United States, the person on whose account a covered
electronic device was imported into the United States.

(iv) A person who contractually assumes the responsibilities and obligations of a person described under
subparagraph (i), (ii), or (iii).

(k) Manufacturer does not include a person unless the person manufactured, sold, or imported more than
50 covered computers in 2000 or any subsequent calendar year or more than 50 covered video display devices
in the previous calendar year.

(l) "Printer" means a printer or a multifunction or "all-in-one" device that in addition to printing performs 1
or more other operations such as copying, scanning, or faxing, that is designed to be placed on a desk or other
work surface, and that may use any of various print technologies, such as laser and LED (electrographic), ink
jet, dot matrix, thermal, or digital sublimation. Printer does not include a floor-standing printer, a printer with
an optional floor stand, a point of sale (POS) receipt printer, a household printer such as a calculator with
printing capabilities or a label maker, or a non-stand-alone printer that is embedded into a product other than a
covered computer.

(m) "Recycler" means a person who as a principal component of business operations acquires covered
electronic devices and sorts and processes the covered electronic devices to facilitate recycling or resource
recovery techniques. Recycler does not include a collector, hauler, or electronics shop.

(n) "Retailer" means a person that sells a covered electronic device to a consumer by any means, including
transactions conducted through sales outlets, catalogs, mail order, or the internet, whether or not the person
has a physical presence in this state.

(o) "Small business" means a business with 10 or fewer employees.
(p) "Video display device" means an electronic device with a viewable screen of 4 inches or larger that

contains a tuner that locks on to a selected carrier frequency and is capable of receiving and displaying
television or video programming via broadcast, cable, or satellite. Video display device includes, but is not
limited to, a direct view or projection television whose display technology is based on cathode ray tube
(CRT), plasma, liquid crystal (LCD), digital light processing (DLP), liquid crystal on silicon (LCOS), silicon
crystal reflective display (SXRD), light emitting diode (LED), or similar technology.

(q) "Video display device takeback program" means a program required under section 17305(d).
History: Add. 2008, Act 394, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17303 Sale or offer of sale of new covered electronic device; registration by
manufacturer; expiration; contents; effectiveness; failure to comply with requirements or
rules; notice of deficiency; denial or revocation of registration; hearing; validity; fee;
deposit of revenues; list of registered manufacturers; maintenance of website; report.
Sec. 17303. (1) By 30 days after the end of each state fiscal year, a manufacturer that sells or offers for sale

to any person in this state a new covered electronic device shall register with the department on a form
provided by the department. The registration expires 30 days after the end of the following state fiscal year. A
manufacturer who has not already filed a registration under this part shall submit a registration within 10
business days after the manufacturer begins to sell or offer for sale new covered electronic devices in this
state.

(2) A registration under subsection (1) shall include all of the following:
(a) The manufacturer's name, address, and telephone number.
(b) Each brand name under which the manufacturer sells or offers for sale covered electronic devices in

this state.
(c) Information about the manufacturer's electronic device takeback program, including all of the

following:
(i) Information provided to consumers on how and where to return covered electronic devices labeled with

the manufacturer's name or brand label.
(ii) The means by which information described in subparagraph (i) is disseminated to consumers, including

the relevant website address if the internet is used.
(iii) Beginning with the first registration submitted after the implementation of the takeback program, a

report on the implementation of the takeback program during the prior state fiscal year, including all of the
following:

(A) The total weight of the covered electronic devices received by the takeback program from consumers
during the prior state fiscal year.
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(B) The processes and methods used to recycle or reuse the covered electronic devices received from
consumers.

(C) The identity of any collector or recycler with whom the manufacturer contracts for the collection or
recycling of covered electronic devices received from consumers. The identity of a recycler shall include the
addresses of that recycler's recycling facilities in this state, if any. The identity of a collector or recycler
reported under this subparagraph is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA
442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and shall not be disclosed by the department unless required by court order.

(3) A registration is effective upon receipt by the department if the registration is administratively
complete.

(4) If a manufacturer's registration does not meet the requirements of this section and any rules
promulgated under this part, the department shall notify the manufacturer of the deficiency. If the
manufacturer fails to correct the deficiency within 60 days after notice is sent by the department, the
department may deny or revoke the manufacturer's registration, after providing an opportunity for a contested
case hearing under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

(5) A registration is valid until October 30 of each year. A manufacturer of covered electronic devices shall
update its registration within 10 business days after a change in the brands of covered electronic devices from
that manufacturer sold or offered for sale in this state.

(6) Until October 1, 2019, a manufacturer's registration shall be accompanied by an annual fee of
$3,000.00. However, if the amount of money in the fund on December 31 of any year is greater than
$600,000.00, the department shall not collect manufacturers' registration fees for the following state fiscal
year.

(7) Revenue from manufacturers' registration fees collected under this section shall be deposited in the
electronic waste recycling fund created in section 17327.

(8) The department shall maintain on its website a list of registered manufacturers of computers and a list
of registered manufacturers of video display devices and the website addresses at which they provide
information on recycling covered electronic devices.

(9) Not later than October 1, 2011 and every 2 years after that date, the department shall submit a report to
the secretary of the senate and to the clerk of the house of representatives that assesses the adequacy of the
fees under this section and any departmental recommendation to modify those fees.

History: Add. 2008, Act 394, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2008;¾Am. 2015, Act 82, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17305 Sale or offer of sale of new covered electronic device; manufacturer;
requirements.
Sec. 17305. Beginning April 1, 2010, a manufacturer shall not sell or offer for sale to any person in this

state a new covered electronic device, whether through sales outlets, catalogs, mail order, the internet, or any
other means, unless all of the following requirements are met:

(a) The covered electronic device is labeled with the manufacturer's name or brand label, owned by or, in
the case of a video display device, licensed for use by the manufacturer.

(b) The manufacturer's name appears on the applicable registration list maintained by the department under
section 17303.

(c) If the covered electronic device is a covered computer, the manufacturer has a computer takeback
program as described in section 17309.

(d) If the covered electronic device is a covered video display device, the manufacturer has a video display
device takeback program as described in section 17311.

History: Add. 2008, Act 394, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17307 Sale or offer of sale of new covered electronic device; retailer; appearance of
manufacturer on registration list.
Sec. 17307. A retailer shall not sell or offer for sale to any person in this state a new covered electronic

device from a manufacturer, purchased by the retailer on or after April 1, 2010 unless the manufacturer
appears on the applicable registration list under section 17303.

History: Add. 2008, Act 394, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451
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Popular name: NREPA

324.17309 Computer takeback program.
Sec. 17309. (1) Beginning April 1, 2010, each manufacturer of covered computers shall implement a

computer takeback program that meets all of the following criteria:
(a) The manufacturer of a covered computer that has reached the end of its useful life for the consumer or

the manufacturer's designee accepts from the consumer the covered computer. This part shall not be construed
to impair the obligation of a contract under which a person agrees to conduct a computer takeback program on
behalf of a manufacturer.

(b) A consumer is not required to pay a separate fee when the consumer returns the covered computer to
the manufacturer of that covered computer or the manufacturer's designee.

(c) The collection of covered computers is reasonably convenient and available to and otherwise designed
to meet the needs of consumers in this state. Examples of collection methods that alone or combined meet the
convenience requirements of this subdivision include systems for a consumer to return a covered computer by
1 or more of the following means:

(i) Mail or common carrier shipper.
(ii) Deposit at a local physical collection site that is kept open and staffed on a continuing basis.
(iii) Deposit during periodic local collection events.
(iv) Deposit with a retailer.
(d) The manufacturer of a covered computer provides a consumer information on how and where to return

the covered computer, including, but not limited to, collection, recycling, and reuse information on the
manufacturer's publicly available website. The manufacturer may also include collection, recycling, and reuse
information in the packaging for or in other materials that accompany the manufacturer's covered computers
when the covered computers are sold or provide that information via a toll-free telephone number.

(e) The manufacturer recycles or arranges for the recycling of any covered computers collected under
subdivision (a).

(2) A manufacturer's computer takeback program is not required to accept more than 7 covered computers
from a single consumer on a single day.

(3) A manufacturer may conduct a computer takeback program alone or in conjunction with other
manufacturers. A manufacturer may arrange for the collection and recycling of covered computers by another
person to fulfill the manufacturer's obligations under this section.

History: Add. 2008, Act 394, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.17311 Video display device takeback program.
Sec. 17311. (1) Beginning April 1, 2010, each manufacturer of covered video display devices shall

implement a video display device takeback program that meets all of the following criteria:
(a) A manufacturer or the manufacturer's designee accepts from a consumer any covered video display

device that has reached the end of its useful life for the consumer, regardless of the type or brand of covered
video display device.

(b) A consumer is not required to pay a separate fee when the consumer returns a covered video display
device through the takeback program of any manufacturer of any covered video display device.

(c) The requirements of section 17309(1)(c), as applied to covered video display devices.
(d) The manufacturer provides a consumer information on how and where to return a covered video

display device, including, but not limited to, collection, recycling, and reuse information on the
manufacturer's publicly available website. The manufacturer may also include collection, recycling, and reuse
information in the packaging for or in other materials that accompany the manufacturer's covered video
display devices when the covered video display devices are sold or provide that information via a toll-free
telephone number.

(e) The manufacturer recycles or arranges for the recycling of any covered video display device collected
under subdivision (a). As a nonbinding target, each manufacturer required to conduct a video display device
takeback program should annually recycle 60% of the total weight of covered video display devices sold by
the manufacturer in this state during the prior state fiscal year. Sales data under this subdivision are exempt
from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and shall not be
disclosed by the department unless required by court order.

(2) A manufacturer's video display device takeback program is not required to accept more than 7 covered
video display devices from a single consumer on a single day.
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in recapturing the difference between the cost of collection, processing, and transportation and the revenues
generated from the sale of the recovered materials. The department shall make the grants described in this
section.

(2) The department shall not make a recycling operational grant unless all of the following conditions are
met:

(a) The proposed recycling project is located in a county with an approved solid waste management plan.
(b) The proposed recycling project is consistent with the approved solid waste management plan.
(c) A positive feasibility study of the proposed recycling project, or sufficient data justifying project

expansion, is available.
(d) The applicant agrees to match the grant on a dollar for dollar basis.
(e) The applicant agrees to continue support for the recycling project if the project is within 10% of

previous disposal costs.
(f) The applicant agrees to provide the department with an annual operation report.
(g) The need for an operating subsidy is demonstrated.
(h) The grant is used for a project handling source separated material or site separated material, or both.
(3) The department shall consider the following factors in determining whether to make a recycling

operational grant:
(a) The portion of the waste stream projected to be diverted from a landfill, compared to projected costs.
(b) A demonstration by the applicant that land, buildings, personnel, support services, or funds have been

committed to the recycling project.
(c) The applicant's willingness to show others the program.
(d) The potential of the recycling project to be replicated in similar areas of the state.
(e) The extent to which selection of the project contributes to the achievement of a balanced distribution of

grants throughout the state.
(f) The demonstrated municipality, community group, or volunteer interest in undertaking a recycling

project.
(g) The demonstrated capability of the applicant in working with adjacent municipalities on alternative

resource recovery projects, such as development of a regional resource recovery organization, jointly
sponsored resource recovery initiatives, or regional materials marketing strategies.

(h) The availability of capacity at existing licensed landfills that serve the area to be served by the
proposed recycling project.

(i) The existence of a plan for transferring financial responsibility for the program to another funding
source.

(j) The existence of sources of capital funding for the project.
(4) The department shall not dispense a recycling operational grant unless all the permits that are required

by this part and otherwise required by state law and that are specifically applicable to the nature of the
proposed project have been obtained.

(5) The department shall not expend more than 5% of the total amount in the fund in any state fiscal year
for the recycling operational grant program. The department shall not expend more than $150,000.00 for any
single recycling operational grant made under this section.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19114 Composting operational grant program.
Sec. 19114. (1) The department shall establish a composting operational grant program. The program shall

provide temporary operating subsidies to assist municipalities, nonprofit private entities, and private entities
in undertaking composting projects. The department shall make the grants described in this section.

(2) The department shall not make a composting operational grant unless all of the following conditions
are met:

(a) The proposed composting project is located in a county with an approved solid waste management
plan.

(b) The proposed composting project is consistent with the approved solid waste management plan.
(c) A positive feasibility study of the proposed composting project, or sufficient data justifying project

expansion, is available.
(d) The applicant agrees to match the grant on a dollar for dollar basis.
(e) The applicant agrees to provide the department with an annual operation report.
(3) The department shall consider the following factors in determining whether to make a composting
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materials in this state. The department shall not expend more than 2.5% of the total amount in the fund in any
state fiscal year for the market development research study. In addition, the department shall establish a
market development plan based on the market development research study. The plan shall identify the barriers
in attracting or expanding industries that use recycled materials and determine the appropriate methods for
eliminating those barriers. The department of commerce shall serve as project coordinator for the market
development study funded and administered by the department pursuant to this section.

(2) The department shall establish a market development grant program. The program shall encourage
expansion of the use of recycled materials and the development of innovative technologies to use recycled
materials. The department shall make a grant under the program described in this section.

(3) The department shall select development projects subject to the following prerequisites:
(a) The project is beyond the research stage and a demonstration has indicated that it is technically feasible.
(b) The recipient of the grant is a municipality, nonprofit private entity, or private entity in this state.
(c) The project shall be performed in this state.
(4) The department shall consider the following factors in selecting recipients of market development

grants:
(a) The contribution that would be made by the project toward the goal of increasing the use of recycled

materials.
(b) The market's need for the development of the technology or equipment.
(c) The potential impact of the technology or equipment on the cost effectiveness of using recycled

materials.
(d) The potential for development of new resource recovery markets and for the generation of positive

economic impacts.
(e) The potential of the project for commercial application.
(f) The stage of the development of the technology or equipment proposed to be used in the project.
(g) The environmental, economic, and social benefits to the state of the development of the technology or

equipment.
(h) The future sources of capital funding for the project.
(i) The extent to which the applicant has committed land, buildings, personnel, support services, or funds

to the project.
(j) The potential of the project for developing multiple markets.
(5) The department shall not dispense a market development grant unless all the permits that are required

by this part and otherwise required by state law and that are specifically applicable to the nature of the
proposed project have been obtained.

(6) The department shall not expend more than 25% of the total amount in the fund in any state fiscal year
for the market development grant program. The department shall not expend more than $500,000.00 for any
single grant made under this program.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19117 Program to perform hydrogeological monitoring studies on open and closed
sanitary landfills and open dumps owned by municipalities.
Sec. 19117. (1) The department shall establish a program to perform hydrogeological monitoring studies

on open and closed sanitary landfills and open dumps owned by municipalities. The program shall determine
the extent of groundwater contamination associated with the sanitary landfills and open dumps and the need
for remedial actions on those sites. The department shall determine which landfills and dumps owned by
municipalities are to be monitored. In determining the order in which the landfills and dumps owned by
municipalities are to be monitored, the department shall consider the potential threat of human exposure to
environmental contamination originating from the sanitary landfill or open dump and the likelihood that
hazardous waste was accepted at the landfill or dump.

(2) The department shall not expend more than 10% of the total amount in the fund in any state fiscal year
for the program to perform hydrogeological monitoring studies. The department shall not expend more than
$50,000.00 for any single hydrogeological monitoring study performed under this section.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19118 Sanitary landfill and open dump closure or reclosure matching grant program.
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determinations required by this part.
(3) Each recipient of a grant and each participant in a study or assessment under this part shall complete

and return a project summary on a form developed by the department by a date specified by the advisory
panel. A recipient or participant who fails to submit a project summary as required by this section is not
eligible to be a recipient or participant under this part for 5 years after the year for which the failure occurs.

(4) The project summary form developed by the department shall not exceed 1 page and shall include the
following information:

(a) The name, address, and telephone number of the recipient or participant.
(b) The name of the project.
(c) The amount of money received.
(d) The county in which the project is located.
(e) A brief summary of the activities and accomplishments of the project.
(5) A completed project summary is available to the public under the freedom of information act, Act No.

442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19121 Reports.
Sec. 19121. (1) Not later than March 31 of each year, the department shall report the following information

regarding the projects financed under this part for that fiscal year to the governor, the standing committees of
the senate and the house of representatives that primarily consider issues pertaining to the protection of
natural resources and the environment, and the subcommittees of the house of representatives and the senate
on appropriations for the department:

(a) The name, address, and telephone number of the recipient or participant.
(b) The nature of the project.
(c) The amount of money received.
(d) The county in which the project is located.
(2) Not later than September 30 of each year, the department shall submit to the governor and the

legislature a report on the projects financed under this act during the previous fiscal year. The report shall
consist of the project summaries described in section 19120, along with an introduction and conclusion.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 193
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BOND AUTHORIZATION

324.19301 Bonds; authorization; limitation; purpose.
Sec. 19301. The state shall borrow a sum not to exceed $660,000,000.00 and issue the general obligation

bonds of this state, pledging the full faith and credit of the state for the payment of principal and interest on
the bonds, to finance environmental protection programs that would clean up sites of toxic and other
environmental contamination and contribute to a regional Great Lakes protection fund, address solid waste
problems, treat sewage and other water quality problems, and reuse industrial sites and preserve open space.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19302 Conditions, methods, and procedures.
Sec. 19302. Bonds shall be issued in accordance with conditions, methods, and procedures to be

established by law.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19303 Disposition of proceeds and interest.
Sec. 19303. The proceeds of the sale of the bonds or any series of the bonds, any premium and accrued

interest received on the delivery of the bonds, and any interest earned on the proceeds of the bonds shall be
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or nonprofit, that is not a local unit of government.
History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19502 Legislative finding and declaration.
Sec. 19502. The legislature finds and declares that the environmental protection programs implemented

under former Act No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1988 or this part are a public purpose and of paramount public
concern in the interest of the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19503 Bonds; requirements generally.
Sec. 19503. (1) The bonds issued under former Act No. 326 of the Public Acts of 1988 or part 193 shall be

issued in 1 or more series, each series to be in a principal amount, to be dated, to have the maturities which
may be either serial, term, or term and serial, to bear interest at a rate or rates, to be subject or not subject to
prior redemption, and if subject to prior redemption with or without call premiums, to be payable at a place or
places, to have or not have provisions for registration as to principal only or as to both principal and interest,
to be in a form and to be executed in a manner as shall be determined by resolution to be adopted by the state
administrative board and subject to or granting those covenants, directions, restrictions, or rights specified by
resolution to be adopted by the state administrative board as necessary to insure the marketability,
insurability, or tax exempt status. The state administrative board shall rotate the services of legal counsel
when issuing bonds.

(2) The state administrative board may refund bonds issued under this part by the issuance of new bonds,
whether or not the bonds to be refunded have matured or are subject to prior redemption. The state
administrative board may issue bonds partly to refund bonds issued under this part and partly for any other
purpose provided by this part. The principal amount of any refunding bonds issued pursuant to this section
shall not be counted against the limitation on principal amount imposed by the vote of the people on
November 8, 1988. Further, refunding bonds issued pursuant to this section shall not be subject to the
restrictions of section 19507.

(3) The state administrative board may authorize and approve insurance contracts, agreements for lines of
credit, letters of credit, commitments to purchase bonds, and any other transaction to provide security to
assure timely payment or purchase of any bond issued under this part.

(4) The state administrative board may authorize the state treasurer, but only within limitations that are
contained in the authorizing resolution of the board, to do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Sell and deliver and receive payment for the bonds.
(b) Deliver bonds partly to refund bonds and partly for other authorized purposes.
(c) Select which outstanding bonds will be refunded, if any, by the new issue of bonds.
(d) Buy bonds so issued at not more than their face value.
(e) Approve interest rates or methods for fixing interest rates, prices, discounts, maturities, principal

amounts, purchase prices, purchase dates, remarketing dates, denominations, dates of issuance, interest
payment dates, redemption rights at the option of the state or the owner, the place and time of delivery and
payment, and other matters and procedures necessary to complete the authorized transactions.

(f) Execute, deliver, and pay the cost of remarketing agreements, insurance contracts, agreements for lines
of credit, letters of credit, commitments to purchase bonds or notes, and any other transaction to provide
security to assure timely payments or purchase of any bond issued under this part.

(5) The bonds shall be approved by the department of treasury before their issuance but are not otherwise
subject to the municipal finance act, Act No. 202 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 131.1 to 139.3 of
the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(6) The bonds or any series of the bonds shall be sold at such price and at a publicly advertised sale or a
competitively negotiated sale as determined by the state administrative board. If bonds are issued at a
competitively negotiated sale, the state administrative board shall use its best efforts to include firms based in
this state in the sale of the bonds.

(7) Except as provided in subsection (8), the bonds shall be sold in accordance with the following
schedule, beginning during the first year after December 1, 1988:

(a) Not more than 34% shall be sold during the first year.
(b) Not more than 33% shall be sold during the second year.
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(c) Not more than $60,000,000.00 shall be used to capitalize the state water pollution control revolving
fund established pursuant to section 16a of the shared credit rating act, Act No. 227 of the Public Acts of
1985, being section 141.1066a of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(d) Not more than $25,000,000.00 shall be used to fund this state's participation in a regional Great Lakes
protection fund.

(2) The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. Except as otherwise may be required by the
resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds in order to maintain the exclusion from gross income of the
interest paid on the bonds or to comply with state or federal law, interest and earnings from investment of the
proceeds of any bond issue shall be transferred to the cleanup and redevelopment fund created in section
20108, except for the fiscal years 1992-93 and 1993-94, when any such interest and earnings accrued in those,
or prior fiscal years, shall be deposited in the state water pollution control revolving fund established pursuant
to section 16a of Act No. 227 of the Public Acts of 1985.

(3) Except as otherwise may be required by the resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds in order to
maintain the exclusion from gross income of the interest paid on the bonds or to comply with state or federal
law, all repayments of principal and interest earned under a loan program created with money under
subsection (1)(b) shall be transferred to the cleanup and redevelopment fund created in section 20108.

(4) The unencumbered balance in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall
not revert to the general fund.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 380, Imd. Eff. July 24, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.19508 Use of money in fund allocated under MCL 324.19507; expenditures; recovery and
retention of funds by eligible community; contents and submission of list of projects;
appropriations; prioritizing and approving projects; "eligible community" defined.
Sec. 19508. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3), money in the fund that is allocated under section

19507 shall be used for the following purposes:
(a) Money in the fund that is allocated under section 19507(1)(a) shall be used for sites identified through

parts 201 and 213, to be expended and recovered by the state in the same manner as provided in that part. Of
the funds allocated under section 19507(1)(a), the following apply:

(i) Not more than $35,000,000.00 shall be used to clean up sites of environmental contamination that have
been identified under former 1982 PA 307, part 201, or part 213; that meet either of the following:

(A) Until the effective date of the 2016 amendatory act that amended this section, will not be funded in the
next fiscal year and have been approved by the department as having measurable economic benefit.

(B) Beginning on the effective date of the 2016 amendatory act that amended this section, for projects
meeting the criteria of sections 19608 to 19615.

(ii) Not more than $10,000,000.00 may be used to provide grants to eligible communities to investigate
and determine whether property within an eligible community is a site of environmental contamination and, if
so, to characterize the nature and extent of the contamination. A grant shall be issued under this subparagraph
only if all of the following conditions are met:

(A) The characterization of the nature and extent of contamination includes an estimate of response
activity costs in relation to the value of the property in an uncontaminated state and identifies future potential
limitations on the use of the property based upon current environmental conditions.

(B) The property has demonstrable economic development potential. This provision does not require a
specific development proposal to be identified.

(C) The property is located within an eligible community that has received less than $1,000,000.00 in total
grants under this subparagraph. However, a grant that has resulted in measurable economic benefits shall not
be included in the calculation of the $1,000,000.00.

(b) Money in the fund that is allocated for solid waste projects including, but not limited to, reducing,
recycling, and properly disposing of solid waste shall be used to fund state projects, to provide grants and
loans to local units of government, and to provide grants and loans to private entities for any of the programs
identified in part 191, in the amounts appropriated pursuant to subsection (5). Not less than $17,500,000.00 of
the money for solid waste projects shall be used to fund the following:

(i) To promote and expand markets for recycled materials.
(ii) To assist in the recycling of solid wastes, including, but not limited to, plastics, metals, tires, wood, and

paper.
(iii) To promote research on resource recovery.
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Popular name: NREPA

324.19608 Use of money allocated under MCL 324.19607; purposes; notice to public advisory
council; payment of costs; grant prohibited; submission of annual project list; carrying
over appropriations until project completion; submission of list of financed projects.
Sec. 19608. (1) Money in the fund that is allocated under section 19607 shall be used for the following

purposes:
(a) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(a) shall be used by the department to fund all of the following:
(i) Corrective actions undertaken by the department to address releases from leaking underground storage

tanks pursuant to part 213.
(ii) Response activities undertaken by the department at facilities pursuant to part 201 to address public

health and environmental problems or to promote redevelopment.
(iii) Assessment activities undertaken by the department to determine whether a property is a facility.
(iv) $75,000,000.00 shall be used to provide grants and loans to local units of government for eligible

activities at eligible properties with redevelopment potential. Of the money provided for in this subparagraph,
not more than $50,000,000.00 shall be used to provide grants and not more than $25,000,000.00 shall be used
to provide loans pursuant to the clean Michigan initiative grant and revolving loan program created in section
19608a. However, grants or loans provided for in this subparagraph shall not be made to a local unit of
government that is responsible for causing a release or threat of release under part 201 or part 213 at the site
proposed for grant or loan funding, except as provided in section 19608b(f).

(b) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(b) shall be used for waterfront redevelopment grants pursuant
to part 795.

(c) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(c) shall be used for response activities for the remediation of
contaminated lake and river sediments pursuant to part 201.

(d) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(d) shall be used for nonpoint source pollution prevention and
control grants or wellhead protection grants under part 88.

(e) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(e) shall be deposited into the clean water fund created in
section 8807.

(f) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(f) shall be expended as follows:
(i) $10,000,000.00 shall be deposited into the retired engineers technical assistance program fund created

in section 14512.
(ii) $5,000,000.00 shall be deposited into the small business pollution prevention assistance revolving loan

fund created in section 14513.
(iii) $5,000,000.00 shall be used by the department to implement pollution prevention activities other than

those funded under subparagraphs (i) and (ii).
(g) Money that is allocated under section 19607(1)(g) shall be used by the department of health and human

services for remediation and physical improvements to structures to abate or minimize exposure of persons to
lead hazards.

(h) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(h) shall be used for infrastructure improvements at Michigan
state parks as determined by the department of natural resources. The installation or upgrade of drinking water
systems or rest room facilities shall be the first priority.

(i) Money allocated under section 19607(1)(i) shall be used to provide grants to local units of government
for local recreation projects under part 716.

(2) Of the money allocated under section 19607(1)(a), $93,000,000.00 shall be used for facilities or part
213 properties that pose an imminent or substantial endangerment to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to
the environment. For purposes of this subsection, facilities or part 213 properties that pose an imminent or
substantial endangerment include, but are not limited to, those where public access poses hazards because of
potential exposure to chemicals or safety risks and where drinking water supplies are threatened by
contamination.

(3) Before expending any funds allocated under subsection (1)(c) at an area of concern as designated by
the parties to the Great Lakes water quality agreement of 1978 as amended by protocol signed September 7,
2012, the department shall notify the public advisory council established to oversee that area of concern
regarding the development, implementation, and evaluation of response activities to be conducted with money
in the fund at that area of concern.

(4) Money in the fund may be used by the department of treasury to pay for the cost of issuing bonds and
by the department and the department of natural resources to pay department costs as provided in this
subsection. Not more than 3% of the total amount specified in section 19607(1)(a) to (f) shall be available for
appropriation to the department to pay its costs directly associated with the completion of a project authorized
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(ii) A state or federally chartered savings and loan association or savings bank.
(iii) A state or federally chartered credit union.
(iv) Any other state or federally chartered lending institution.
(v) Any state or federally regulated affiliate or regulated subsidiary of any entity listed in subparagraphs (i)

to (iv).
(vi) An insurance company authorized to do business in this state pursuant to the insurance code of 1956,

1956 PA 218, MCL 500.100 to 500.8302.
(vii) A motor vehicle sales finance company subject to the motor vehicle sales finance act, 1950 (Ex Sess)

PA 27, MCL 492.101 to 492.141, with net assets in excess of $50,000,000.00.
(viii) A foreign bank.
(ix) A retirement fund regulated pursuant to state law or a pension fund regulated pursuant to federal law

with net assets in excess of $50,000,000.00.
(x) A state or federal agency authorized by law to hold a security interest in real property or a local unit of

government holding a reversionary interest in real property.
(xi) A nonprofit tax exempt organization created to promote economic development in which a majority of

the organization's assets are held by a local unit of government.
(xii) Any other person that loans money for the purchase of or improvement of real property.
(xiii) Any person that retains or receives a security interest to service a debt or to secure a performance

obligation.
(aa) "Local health department" means that term as defined in section 1105 of the public health code, 1978

PA 368, MCL 333.1105.
(bb) "Local unit of government" means a county, city, township, or village, an agency of a local unit of

government, an authority or any other public body or entity created by or pursuant to state law. Local unit of
government does not include this state or the federal government or a state or federal agency.

(cc) "Method detection limit" means the minimum concentration of a hazardous substance that can be
measured and reported with 99% confidence that the analyte concentration is greater than zero and is
determined from analysis of a sample in a given matrix that contains the analyte.

(dd) "Migrating NAPL" means that terms as it is defined in section 21302.
(ee) "Mobile NAPL" means that term as it is defined in section 21302.
(ff) "NAPL" means that term as it is defined in section 21303.
(gg) "No further action letter" means a written response provided by the department under section 20114d

confirming that a no further action report has been approved after review by the department.
(hh) "No further action report" means a report under section 20114d detailing the completion of remedial

actions and including a postclosure plan and a postclosure agreement, if appropriate.
(ii) "Nonresidential" means that category of land use for parcels of property or portions of parcels of

property that is not residential. This category of land use may include, but is not limited to, any of the
following:

(i) Industrial, commercial, retail, office, and service uses.
(ii) Recreational properties that are not contiguous to residential property.
(iii) Hotels, hospitals, and campgrounds.
(iv) Natural areas such as woodlands, brushlands, grasslands, and wetlands.
(jj) "Operator" means a person who is in control of or responsible for the operation of a facility. Operator

does not include either of the following:
(i) A person who holds indicia of ownership primarily to protect the person's security interest in the

facility, unless that person participates in the management of the facility as described in section 20101a.
(ii) A person who is acting as a fiduciary in compliance with section 20101b.
(kk) "Owner" means a person who owns a facility. Owner does not include either of the following:
(i) A person who holds indicia of ownership primarily to protect the person's security interest in the

facility, including, but not limited to, a vendor's interest under a recorded land contract, unless that person
participates in the management of the facility as described in section 20101a.

(ii) A person who is acting as a fiduciary in compliance with section 20101b.
(ll) "Panel" means the response activity review panel established under section 20114e.
(mm) "Permitted release" means 1 or more of the following:
(i) A release in compliance with an applicable, legally enforceable permit issued under state law.
(ii) A lawful and authorized discharge into a permitted waste treatment facility.
(iii) A federally permitted release as defined in the comprehensive environmental response, compensation,

and liability act, 42 USC 9601 to 9675.
(nn) "Postclosure agreement" means an agreement between the department and a person who has

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 501 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



Popular name: NREPA

324.20114 Owner or operator of facility; duties; response activity without prior approval;
easement; applicability of subsections (1) and (3); effect of section on authority of
department to conduct response activities or on liability of certain persons; determination
of nature and extent of hazardous substance; "available analytical method" defined.
Sec. 20114. (1) Except as provided in subsection (4), an owner or operator of property who has knowledge

that the property is a facility shall do all of the following with respect to a release for which the owner or
operator is liable under section 20126:

(a) Subject to subsection (6), determine the nature and extent of the release at the facility.
(b) Make the following notifications:
(i) If the release is of a reportable quantity of a hazardous substance under 40 CFR 302.4 and 302.6 (July 1,

2012 edition), report the release to the department within 24 hours after obtaining knowledge of the release.
(ii) If the owner or operator has reason to believe that 1 or more hazardous substances are emanating from

or have emanated from and are present beyond the boundary of his or her property at a concentration in
excess of cleanup criteria for unrestricted residential use, notify the department and the owners of property
where the hazardous substances are present within 30 days after obtaining knowledge that the release has
migrated.

(iii) If the release is a result of an activity that is subject to permitting under part 615 and the owner or
operator is not the owner of the surface property and the release results in hazardous substance concentrations
in excess of cleanup criteria for unrestricted residential use, notify the department and the surface owner
within 30 days after obtaining knowledge of the release.

(c) Immediately stop or prevent an ongoing release at the source.
(d) Immediately implement measures to address, remove, or contain hazardous substances that are released

after June 5, 1995 if those measures are technically practical, are cost effective, and abate an unacceptable
risk to the public health, safety, or welfare or the environment. At a facility where hazardous substances are
released after June 5, 1995, and those hazardous substances have not affected groundwater but are likely to,
groundwater contamination shall be prevented if it can be prevented by measures that are technically
practical, cost effective, and abate an unacceptable risk to the public health, safety, or welfare or the
environment.

(e) Immediately identify and eliminate any threat of fire or explosion or any direct contact hazards.
(f) Initiate a remedial action that is necessary and feasible to address unacceptable risks associated with

residual NAPL saturation, migrating NAPL, and mobile NAPL using best practices for managing NAPL,
including, but not limited to, best practices developed by the American society for testing and materials or the
interstate technology and regulatory council.

(g) Diligently pursue response activities necessary to achieve the cleanup criteria established under this
part. Except as otherwise provided in this part, in pursuing response activities under this subdivision, the
owner or operator may do either of the following:

(i) Proceed under section 20114a to conduct self-implemented response activities.
(ii) Proceed under section 20114b if the owner or operator wishes to, or is required to, obtain departmental

approval of 1 or more aspects of planning response activities.
(h) Upon written request by the department, take 1 or more of the following actions:
(i) Provide a response activity plan containing a plan for undertaking interim response activities and

undertake interim response activities consistent with that plan.
(ii) Provide a response activity plan containing a plan for undertaking evaluation activities and undertake

evaluation activities consistent with that plan.
(iii) Pursue remedial actions under section 20114a and, upon completion, submit a no further action report

under section 20114d.
(iv) Take any other response activity determined by the department to be technically sound and necessary

to protect the public health, safety, welfare, or the environment.
(v) Submit to the department for approval a response activity plan containing a remedial action plan that,

when implemented, will achieve the cleanup criteria established under this part.
(vi) Implement an approved response activity plan in accordance with a schedule approved by the

department pursuant to this part.
(vii) Submit a no further action report under section 20114d after completion of remedial action.
(2) Subsection (1) does not preclude a person from simultaneously undertaking 1 or more aspects of

planning or implementing response activities at a facility under section 20114a without the prior approval of
the department, unless 1 or more response activities are being conducted pursuant to an administrative order
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(2) A person who submits a response activity plan under this section and who is not subject to an
administrative order or agreement or judicial decree that requires prior department approval of response
activity shall submit a response activity plan review request form with the response activity plan. The
department shall specify the required content of the response activity request form and make the form
available on the department's website.

(3) Upon receipt of a response activity plan submitted for approval under this subsection, the department
shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny the response activity plan, or shall notify the submitter that
the plan does not contain sufficient information for the department to make a decision. The department shall
provide its determination within 150 days after the plan was received by the department unless the plan
requires public participation under section 20120d(2). If the plan requires public participation under section
20120d(2), the department shall respond within 180 days. If the department's response is that the plan does
not include sufficient information, the department shall identify the information that is required for the
department to make a decision. If a plan is approved with conditions, the department's approval shall state
with specificity the conditions of the approval. If the plan is denied, the department's denial shall, to the extent
practical, state with specificity all of the reasons for denial.

(4) If the department fails to provide a written response within the time frames required by subsection (3),
the response activity plan is considered approved. If the department denies a response activity plan under
subsection (3), a person may subsequently revise and resubmit the response activity plan for approval.

(5) Any time frame required by this section may be extended by mutual agreement of the department and a
person submitting a response activity plan. An agreement extending a time frame shall be in writing.

(6) A person requesting approval of a response activity plan may appeal the department's decision in
accordance with section 20114e, if applicable.

History: Add. 2010, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20114c Remedial actions satisfying or not satisfying cleanup criteria for unrestricted
residential use; preparation and implementation of postclosure plan; contents; notice of
land use or resource use restrictions to department and zoning authority; liability;
obligation to undertake response activities.
Sec. 20114c. (1) If remedial actions at a facility satisfy cleanup criteria for unrestricted residential use, land

use or resource use restrictions or monitoring is not required.
(2) Upon completion of remedial actions at a facility for a category of cleanup that does not satisfy cleanup

criteria for unrestricted residential use, the person conducting the remedial actions shall prepare and
implement a postclosure plan for that facility. A postclosure plan shall include both of the following:

(a) Land use or resource use restrictions as provided in section 20121.
(b) Permanent markers to describe restricted areas of the facility and the nature of any restrictions. A

permanent marker is not required under this subdivision if the only applicable land use or resource use
restrictions relate to 1 or more of the following:

(i) A facility at which remedial action satisfies the cleanup criteria for the nonresidential category under
section 20120a(1)(b).

(ii) Use of groundwater.
(iii) Protection of the integrity of exposure controls that prevent contact with soil, and those controls are

composed solely of asphalt, concrete, or landscaping materials. This subparagraph does not apply if the
hazardous substances that are addressed by the barrier exceed a cleanup criterion based on acute toxic effects,
reactivity, corrosivity, ignitability, explosivity, or flammability.

(iv) Construction requirements or limitations for structures that may be built in the future.
(3) A person who implements a postclosure plan shall provide notice of the land use or resource use

restrictions to the department and to the zoning authority for the local unit of government in which the facility
is located within 30 days after recording the land use or resource use restrictions with the register of deeds.

(4) Implementation of remedial actions does not relieve a person who is liable under section 20126 of that
person's responsibility to report and provide for response activity to address a subsequent release or threat of
release.

(5) Implementation by any person of remedial actions without department approval does not relieve that
person of an obligation to undertake response activities or limit the ability of the department to take action to
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(a) 150 days after the request was received by the department if the response activity was undertaken
without prior approval of the department and the department determines that the response activity complies
with the applicable requirements of this part.

(b) 90 days after the request was received by the department if the response activity was undertaken
pursuant to a response activity plan that was approved under section 20114b and the department determines
that the response activity was completed in accordance with the approved plan.

(4) If the department fails to provide a written response within the time frame required by subsection (3),
the response activity is considered approved.

(5) Any time frame required by this section may be extended by mutual agreement of the department and a
person submitting a request for a certificate of completion or a person who has received a certificate of
completion. An agreement extending a time frame shall be in writing.

(6) A person requesting a certificate of completion may appeal the department's decision in accordance
with section 20114e, if applicable.

History: Add. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20114g Documentation of due care compliance.
Sec. 20114g. (1) A person may submit to the department documentation of due care compliance regarding

a facility. The documentation of due care compliance shall be submitted on a form provided by the
department and shall contain documentation of compliance with section 20107a, and other information
required by the department.

(2) Within 45 business days after receipt of the documentation of due care compliance under subsection (1)
containing sufficient information for the department to make a decision, the department shall approve,
approve with conditions, or deny the documentation of due care compliance. If the department does not
approve the documentation of due care compliance, the department shall provide the person that submitted the
documentation the reasons why the documentation of due care compliance was not approved.

(3) A person that disagrees with a decision of the department under this section may submit a petition for
review of scientific or technical disputes to the response activity review panel pursuant to section 20114e.

History: Add. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20115 Notice to department of agriculture and rural development; information;
“substance regulated by the department of agriculture and rural development” defined;
response activities to be consistent with MCL 324.8714(2).
Sec. 20115. (1) The department, upon confirmation of a release or threat of release of a substance that is

regulated by the department of agriculture and rural development, shall notify the department of agriculture
and rural development. The department of agriculture and rural development shall undertake or ensure the
initiation of the necessary response activity to immediately stop or prevent further releases at the site. The
department of agriculture and rural development shall consult with the department in the development of
response activities if a release or threat of a release of a substance regulated by the department of agriculture
and rural development occurs. The department of agriculture and rural development shall provide to the
department information necessary to identify substances regulated by the department of agriculture and rural
development. This information shall include but is not limited to the list of state registered pesticides.

(2) As used in this section, "substance regulated by the department of agriculture and rural development"
means any of the following:

(a) A pesticide as defined in section 8305.
(b) A fertilizer as defined in section 8501.
(c) A soil conditioner as defined in section 8501a.
(d) A liming material as defined in section 1 of 1955 PA 162, MCL 290.531.
(3) Response activities conducted under this section shall be consistent with the requirements of section

8714(2).
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History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 117, Imd. Eff. June 29,
1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 178, Eff. Sept. 16, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20115a Release or threat of release from underground storage tank system; corrective
actions.
Sec. 20115a. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, if a release or threat of release at a

facility is solely the result of a release or threat of release from an underground storage tank system regulated
under part 213, the response activities implemented at the facility shall be the corrective actions required
under part 213, and the requirements of section 20114 shall not apply to that release.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, if a release or threat of release at a facility is not
solely the result of a release or threat of release from an underground storage tank system, the owner or
operator of the underground storage tank system as defined in part 213 may choose to conduct corrective
actions of the release from the underground storage tank system pursuant to part 213, and the requirements of
section 20114 shall not apply to that release.

History: Add. 1996, Act 115, Imd. Eff. Mar. 6, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20115b Release from disposal area; corrective actions; exception.
Sec. 20115b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, if a release at a disposal area licensed under

part 115 is solely a release from that disposal area and the release is discovered through the disposal area's
hydrogeological monitoring plan, the response activities implemented at the disposal area shall be the
corrective actions required under part 115. This section does not apply to releases from a disposal area after
completion of the postclosure monitoring period of the disposal area.

History: Add. 1996, Act 358, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20116 Transfer of interest in real property; notice; certification of completed response
activity.
Sec. 20116. (1) A person who has knowledge or information or is on notice through a recorded instrument

that a portion or the entirety of a parcel of that person's property is a facility shall not transfer an interest in
that real property unless he or she provides written notice to the purchaser or other person to which the
property is transferred disclosing the known general nature and extent of the hazardous substance release and
any land or resource use restrictions that are known by the person to apply. A restrictive covenant or notice
that contains the required information that is recorded in the deed records for the property satisfies this
requirement.

(2) The owner of real property for which a notice required in subsection (1) has been recorded may, upon
completion of a response activity under this part for the facility, record with the register of deeds for the
appropriate county a certification that the response activity has been completed.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 542, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15,
2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20117 Information required to be furnished; requirements; right to enter public or private
property; purposes; duties of person entering public or private property; copies of sample
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order issued under this section is liable for either or both of the following:
(a) A civil fine of not more than $25,000.00 for each day in which the violation occurs or the failure to

comply continues. A fine imposed under this subsection shall be based upon the seriousness of the violation
and any good faith efforts by the violator to comply with the administrative order.

(b) Exemplary damages in an amount at least equal to the amount of any costs of response activity incurred
by the state as a result of a failure to comply with an administrative order but not more than 3 times the
amount of these costs.

(5) A person, to which an administrative order was issued under this section and that complied with the
terms of the order, who believes that the order was arbitrary and capricious or unlawful may petition the
department, within 60 days after completion of the required action, for reimbursement from the fund for the
reasonable costs of the action plus interest at the rate described in section 20126a(3) and other necessary costs
incurred in seeking reimbursement under this subsection. If the department refuses to grant all or part of the
petition, the petitioner may, within 30 days of receipt of the refusal, file an action against the department in
the court of claims seeking this relief. A failure by the department either to grant or deny all or any part of a
petition within 120 days of receipt constitutes a denial of that part of the petition, which denial is reviewable
as final agency action in the court of claims. To obtain reimbursement, the petitioner shall establish by a
preponderance of the evidence that the petitioner is not liable under section 20126 or that the action ordered
was arbitrary and capricious or unlawful, and in either instance that costs for which the petitioner seeks
reimbursement are reasonable in light of the action required by and undertaken pursuant to the relevant order.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20120 Selection of remedial action; factors.
Sec. 20120. (1) All of the following shall be considered when a person is selecting a remedial action or the

department is selecting or approving a remedial action:
(a) The effectiveness of alternatives in protecting the public health, safety, and welfare and the

environment.
(b) The long-term uncertainties associated with the proposed remedial action.
(c) The persistence, toxicity, mobility, and propensity to bioaccumulate of the hazardous substances.
(d) The short- and long-term potential for adverse health effects from human exposure.
(e) Costs of remedial action, including long-term maintenance costs. However, the cost of a remedial

action shall be a factor only in choosing among alternatives that adequately protect the public health, safety,
and welfare and the environment, consistent with the requirements of section 20120a.

(f) Reliability of the alternatives.
(g) The potential for future response activity costs if an alternative fails.
(h) The potential threat to human health, safety, and welfare and the environment associated with

excavation, transportation, and redisposal or containment.
(i) The ability to monitor remedial performance.
(j) For remedial actions that require the opportunity for public participation under section 20120d, the

public's perspective about the extent to which the proposed remedial action effectively addresses requirements
of this part.

(2) Evaluation of the factors in subsection (1) shall consider all factors in balance with one another as
necessary to achieve the objectives of this part. No single factor in subsection (1) shall be considered the most
important.

History: Add. 2010, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.20120, which pertained to schedule of remedial action plans, was repealed by Act 71 of 1995,
Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20120a Cleanup criteria; response activity plan; departmental duties; rules.
Sec. 20120a. (1) The department may establish cleanup criteria and approve of remedial actions in the
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purpose of calculating cleanup criteria or standards.
(iii) After assessing the body of evidence for the hazardous substance using a rigorous systematic review

methodology, such as that used by the National Toxicology Program's Office of Health Assessment and
Translation and the European Food Safety Authority, the weight of scientific evidence clearly supports the
use of the proposed value as best available science for the purpose of calculating generic cleanup criteria.

(d) Use a daily exposure time for inhalation in the exposure intake for a nonresidential worker in an
algorithm or equation used to calculate generic cleanup criteria under this part that is equal to the average
number of hours, not to exceed 10 hours, that a nonresidential worker spends working in a 5-day work week
according to the most appropriate governmental data or information.

(e) When the department considers the pregnant woman as a potential sensitive receptor to address prenatal
developmental effects, the department may apply a single-event exposure scenario for a hazardous substance,
pursuant to the process set forth in subdivision (f), only when either of the following occurs:

(i) The United States Environmental Protection Agency applies a single-event exposure scenario to
establish regional screening levels for that hazardous substance.

(ii) The department demonstrates, after conducting a comprehensive assessment of the specific hazardous
substance, that, for that specific hazardous substance, a single exposure may result in an adverse effect and
the weight of scientific evidence supports the application of a single-event exposure scenario. The
department's comprehensive assessment must evaluate the body of scientific evidence using a systematic
review methodology, such as that used by the National Toxicology Program's Office of Health Assessment
and Translation and the European Food Safety Authority. The comprehensive assessment must, if appropriate,
take into account all of the following:

(A) Whether there is data available involving single-day exposures to the hazardous substance during
pregnancy.

(B) The differences in sensitivity, periods of development, and progression of different types of
developmental effects in humans and animals.

(C) Differences in toxicokinetics between species.
(f) Before conducting the comprehensive assessment in subdivision (e)(ii), the department shall provide

public notice and a written explanation of its intent to do so. Upon completion of the assessment, the
department shall conduct a stakeholder process to obtain input. If, upon obtaining stakeholder input, the
department elects to apply a single-event exposure scenario for a particular hazardous substance, the
department shall do so in a rule.

(4) If a hazardous substance poses a carcinogenic risk to humans, the cleanup criteria derived for cancer
risk under this section shall be the 95% upper bound on the calculated risk of 1 additional cancer above the
background cancer rate per 100,000 individuals using the generic set of exposure assumptions established
under subsection (3) for the appropriate category or subcategory. If the hazardous substance poses a risk of an
adverse health effect other than cancer, cleanup criteria shall be derived using appropriate human health risk
assessment methods for that adverse health effect and the generic set of exposure assumptions established
under subsection (3) for the appropriate category or subcategory. A hazard quotient of 1.0 shall be used to
derive noncancer cleanup criteria. For the noncarcinogenic effects of a hazardous substance present in soils,
the intake shall be assumed to be 100% of the protective level, unless compound and site-specific data are
available to demonstrate that a different source contribution is appropriate. If a hazardous substance poses a
risk of both cancer and 1 or more adverse health effects other than cancer, cleanup criteria shall be derived
under this section for the most sensitive effect.

(5) If a cleanup criterion derived under subsection (4) for groundwater in an aquifer differs from either: (a)
the state drinking water standards established pursuant to section 5 of the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA
399, MCL 325.1005, or (b) the national secondary drinking water regulations established pursuant to 42 USC
300g-1, or (c), if there is not national secondary drinking water regulation for a contaminant, the
concentration determined by the department according to methods approved by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency below which taste, odor, appearance, or other aesthetic characteristics are
not adversely affected, the cleanup criterion is the more stringent of (a), (b), or (c) unless the department
determines that compliance with this subsection is not necessary because the use of the aquifer is reliably
restricted or controlled under provisions of a postclosure plan or a postclosure agreement or by site-specific
criteria approved by the department under section 20120b.

(6) The department shall not approve a remedial action plan or no further action report in categories set
forth in subsection (1)(b) to (d), unless the person documents that the current zoning of the property is
consistent with the categorical criteria being proposed, or that the governing zoning authority intends to
change the zoning designation so that the proposed criteria are consistent with the new zoning designation, or
the current property use is a legal nonconforming use. The department shall not grant final approval for a
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(a) The toxic equivalency factors used must only be those adopted by the World Health Organization.
(b) When compounds contributed by 2 or more persons acting independently are combined in a toxic

equivalency quotient to assess human health risks, harm is divisible and subject to apportionment of liability
under subsections 20129(1) and (2).

(c) To assess human health risks, the toxic equivalency quotient must be compared to generic or
site-specific criteria for the reference hazardous substance.

(21) Polychlorinated dibenzodioxin and dibenzofuran congeners are not likely to leach from soil to
groundwater. The groundwater surface water interface protection and the residential drinking water protection
exposure pathways are not applicable or relevant when assessing polychlorinated dibenzodioxin and
dibenzofuran congeners unless the department demonstrates that those congeners are leaching at material
concentrations through co-solvation.

(22) Polychlorinated dibenzodioxin and dibenzofuran congeners are not likely to volatilize from soil or
groundwater into the air. Vapor inhalation exposure pathways are not applicable or relevant when assessing
polychlorinated dibenzodioxin and dibenzofuran congeners.

(23) For a substance that does not have generic cleanup criteria, if, based on the best available information,
the department determines that the substance is a hazardous substance, the department may calculate generic
cleanup criteria for that hazardous substance using toxicity values and chemical and physical data selected
pursuant to subsection (3)(a) and (b) and in accordance with all other requirements of this part and publish the
generic cleanup criteria on the department's website. Within 30 days after publishing the new generic cleanup
criteria, the department shall initiate rule-making to promulgate rules for the new criteria by filing a
rule-making request under section 39 of the administrative procedures act, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.239. The
rule-making request shall only include the revisions necessary to promulgate the new generic cleanup criteria.
The new generic cleanup criteria published pursuant to this subsection take effect and are legally enforceable
when published by the department if the department also initiates rule-making to promulgate rules for the new
criteria within 30 days. The new generic cleanup criteria published pursuant to this subsection remain
effective and legally enforceable until replaced by a final rule or, until the director directs the department to
withdraw the rule request under section 66(11) of the administrative procedures act, 1969 PA 306, MCL
24.266, or the time limitation in either section 45(1) or section 66(12) of the administrative procedures act,
1969 PA 306, MCL 24.245 and 24.266, is not met.

History: Add. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995;¾Am. 2010, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010;¾Am. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 27, 2012;¾Am. 2014, Act 542, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2015;¾Am. 2018, Act 581, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20120b Numeric or nonnumeric site-specific criteria.
Sec. 20120b. (1) Subject to subsection (4), the department shall approve numeric or nonnumeric

site-specific criteria in a response activity under section 20120a if such criteria, in comparison to generic
criteria, better reflect best available information concerning the toxicity or exposure risk posed by the
hazardous substance or other factors.

(2) Site-specific criteria approved under subsection (1) may, as appropriate:
(a) Use the algorithms for calculating generic criteria established by rule or propose and use different

algorithms.
(b) Alter any value, parameter, or assumption used to calculate generic criteria, with the exception of the

risk targets specified in section 20120a(4).
(c) Take into consideration the depth below the ground surface of contamination, which may reduce the

potential for exposure and serve as an exposure barrier.
(d) Be based on information related to the specific facility or information of general applicability,

including peer-reviewed scientific literature.
(e) Use probabilistic methods of calculation.
(f) Use nonlinear-threshold-based calculations where scientifically justified.
(g) Take into account a land use or resource use restriction.
(3) If there is not a generic cleanup criterion for a hazardous substance in regard to a relevant exposure

pathway, releases of the hazardous substance may be addressed through any of the following means, singly or
in combination:

(a) Eliminate exposure to the hazardous substance through removal, containment, exposure barriers, or
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on-site if all of the following requirements are met:
(a) If either a remedial action plan that includes soil as an affected medium or a no further action report

that includes soil as an affected medium has been approved for a facility, the person assures that the same
degree of control required for application of the criteria of section 20120a(1) or (2) under the remedial action
plan or no further action report is provided for the contaminated soil. This subdivision does not apply to soils
that are temporarily relocated for the purpose of implementing response activity or utility construction if the
response activity or utility construction is completed in a timely fashion and the short-term hazards are
appropriately controlled.

(b) If 500 cubic yards or more of contaminated soil are being relocated on-site at a facility where either a
remedial action plan that includes soil as an affected medium or a no further action report that includes soil as
an affected medium has been approved by the department, the owner or operator of the facility at which soil is
being relocated provides notice to the department within 14 days after the soil is relocated. The notice shall
include all of the following:

(i) The facility from which soil was relocated.
(ii) The facility to which the soil was taken.
(iii) The volume of soil relocated.
(iv) A summary of information or data assuring that the same degree of control required for application of

the criteria of section 20120a(1) or (2) is provided for the contaminated soil under subdivision (a).
(v) If land use or resource use restrictions in a postclosure plan or a postclosure agreement would apply to

the soil when it is relocated, documentation that those restrictions are in place.
(c) If subdivision (b) does not apply and an owner or operator relocates contaminated soil on-site without

department approval or notice to the department, the owner of the facility within which contaminated soil is
relocated includes the following information regarding the relocation as part of disclosing the general nature
and extent of the release under section 20116 to a purchaser or other person to which the facility is
transferred:

(i) The facility from which soil was relocated.
(ii) The facility to which the soil was taken.
(iii) The volume of soil relocated.
(iv) A summary of the basis for the owner's or operator's determination that the relocation did not cause

any exacerbation under section 20107a(1).
(d) Section 20107a(1) and (3) applies to the relocation of soil under this subsection even if an owner or

operator is not otherwise subject to section 20107a.
(3) The determination required by subsections (1)(a) and (2)(a) shall be based on knowledge of the person

undertaking or approving of the removal or relocation of soil, or on characterization of the soil for the purpose
of compliance with this section.

(4) This section does not apply to the following:
(a) Soil that is designated as an inert material pursuant to section 11507(3).
(b) Uncontaminated soil that is mixed with a beneficial use by-product under part 115.
(c) Soil that is relocated for treatment or disposal in conformance with applicable laws and regulations.
(d) The relocation of uncontaminated soil.
(5) As used in this section:
(a) "Contaminated soil" means soil that meets all of the following criteria:
(i) The soil is contaminated with 1 or more hazardous substances at levels that exceed the background

concentration for that hazardous substance or those hazardous substances.
(ii) The soil is contaminated with 1 or more hazardous substances at levels that exceed any applicable

cleanup criteria under section 20120a(1) or any applicable site-specific criteria under section 20120b.
(b) "Off-site" means property that is not on-site.
(c) "On-site" means within any contiguous or adjacent parcels owned by or under the control of an owner

or operator.
(d) "Uncontaminated soil" means soil that is either of the following:
(i) Not contaminated with any hazardous substances due to human activity.
(ii) Contaminated with 1 or more hazardous substances as a result of human activity but the levels of those

hazardous substances at the facility do not exceed any categorical cleanup criteria under section 20120a(1) or
site-specific criteria under section 20120b.

History: Add. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995;¾Am. 2010, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010;¾Am. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 27, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451
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July 24, 1996;¾Am. 2010, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010;¾Am. 2014, Act 542, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20120e Response activity providing for venting groundwater; definitions.
Sec. 20120e. (1) Subject to other requirements of this section, a person may demonstrate compliance with

requirements under this part for a response activity providing for venting groundwater by meeting any of the
following, singly or in combination:

(a) Generic GSI criteria, which are the water quality standards for surface waters developed by the
department pursuant to part 31. The use of surface water quality standards or variances shall be allowable in
any of the cleanup categories provided for in section 20120a(1).

(b) A variance from the surface water quality standards as approved by the department under part 31. A
variance shall be used only if the variance is requested by a person performing response activities with respect
to venting groundwater.

(c) Mixing zone-based GSI criteria established under this part, which are consistent with part 31. The use
of mixing zone-based GSI criteria shall be allowable in any of the categories provided for in section
20120a(1) and (2) and shall be allowable for criteria based on chronic-based or acute-based surface water
quality criteria.

(d) Site-specific criteria established under section 20120b or this subdivision or a combination of both. The
use of mixing zones established under this part may be applied to, or included as, site-specific criteria.
Biological criteria may be used as site-specific criteria. If biological criteria are used, then sentinel wells shall
be used for a period as needed to determine if the biological criteria may be exceeded due to future increased
mass loading to the surface water from the venting plume. Numerical evaluations of analyses of the samples
from the sentinel wells shall be performed in connection with this determination.

(e) An ecological demonstration under subsection (9).
(f) A modeling demonstration under subsection (10).
(2) Whole effluent toxicity testing shall not be required or be a criterion or be the basis for any criteria

under subsection (1) for venting groundwater except for samples taken at the GSI.
(3) The pathway addressed by GSI criteria under subsection (1) shall be considered a relevant pathway

when a remedial investigation or application of best professional judgment leads to the conclusion that a
hazardous substance in groundwater is reasonably expected to vent to surface water in concentrations that
exceed the generic GSI criteria. The factors to be considered in determining whether the pathway is relevant
include all of the following:

(a) Whether there is a hydraulic connection between groundwater and the surface water in question.
(b) The proximity of surface water to source areas and areas of the groundwater contaminant plume that

currently, or may in the future be expected to, exceed the generic GSI criteria.
(c) Subject to subsection (23)(g), whether the receiving surface water is a surface water of the state as that

term is defined in part 31 and rules promulgated under that part.
(d) The direction of groundwater movement.
(e) The presence of artificial structures or natural features that would alter hydraulic pathways. This

includes, but is not limited to, highly permeable zones, utility corridors, and seawalls.
(f) The mass of hazardous substances present at the facility that may affect groundwater.
(g) Documented facility-specific evidence of natural attenuation, if any.
(h) Whether or not a sewer that has an outfall to surface water has openings in the portion of the sewer

where the sewer and the groundwater contaminant plume intersect that allows the groundwater contaminant
plume to migrate into the sewer. If it can be demonstrated that the sewer is sufficiently tight to prevent inflow
to the sewer where the groundwater contaminant plume intersects the sewer or if the sewer is otherwise
impervious, based on accepted industry standards, to prevent inflow from groundwater into the sewer at that
location, then the GSI pathway with respect to the sewer is not relevant and shall not apply.

(4) For purposes of determining the relevance of a pathway under subsection (3), both of the following
apply:

(a) GSI monitoring wells are not required in order to make a determination if other information is
sufficient to make a judgment that the pathway is not relevant.

(b) Fate and transport modeling may be used, if appropriate, to support a professional judgment.
(5) A person may proceed under section 20114a to undertake the following response activities involving

venting groundwater:
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good faith and site conditions inhibit progress or completion of the activity. The department's decision to
grant an extension or impose a schedule modification shall consider the practical problems associated with
carrying out the response activity and the nature and extent of the exceedances of applicable GSI criteria.

(14) Response activity beyond evaluations shall not be required if venting groundwater has no effect or
only a de minimis effect on a surface water body. A determination under this subsection may be based on
mass flow and rate of groundwater movement calculations. A person evaluating a venting plume that
determines that the plume has no effect or only a de minimis effect on a surface water body shall notify the
department of the determination. The department may, within 90 days after receipt of the determination,
disapprove the determination. If the department does not notify the person that it disapproves the
determination within the 90-day period, then the person's determination shall be final.

(15) If a person has controlled the source of groundwater contamination and has demonstrated that
compliance with GSI criteria developed under this part is unachievable, that person may file a technical
impracticability waiver request with the department. The technical impracticability waiver shall document the
reasons why compliance is unachievable. The department shall respond to the waiver within 180 days with an
approval, request for additional information, or denial that provides a detailed description of the reasons for
denial.

(16) Natural attenuation of hazardous substances in venting groundwater upgradient of the GSI is an
acceptable form of remediation and may be relied upon in lieu of any active remediation of the groundwater.
Natural attenuation may be occurring by way of dispersion, diffusion, sorption, degradation, transformative
reactions, and other methods.

(17) A permit shall not be required under part 31 for any venting groundwater contamination plume that is
addressed under this section.

(18) Wetlands shall be protected for the groundwater surface water pathway to the extent that particular
designated uses, as defined by part 31, which are specific to that wetland would otherwise be impaired by a
groundwater contamination plume venting to surface water in the wetland.

(19) If a groundwater contamination plume is entering a sewer that discharges to surface water, and the
GSI pathway is relevant, all of the following apply:

(a) If the groundwater enters a storm sewer that is owned or operated by an entity that is subject to federal
municipal separate storm sewer system regulations and a part 31 permit for the discharges from the system,
the contaminated groundwater entering the sewer is subject to regulation by the entity's ordinance regarding
illicit discharges, but the regulation of the contaminated groundwater shall not prevent the use of subdivision
(b) or other provisions of this section to determine the need for response activity under this part.

(b) All of the following apply:
(i) The compliance monitoring point may be a groundwater monitoring well, if proposed by the person

performing the response action, or that person may choose another point for measuring compliance under this
subparagraph.

(ii) A mixing zone may be applied that accounts for the mixing which occurs in the receiving surface water
into which the sewer system discharges.

(iii) Attenuation that occurs in the sewer system prior to the sewer system outfall to surface water shall be
considered.

(iv) The compliance point is at the sewer system outfall to surface water, which shall account for any
applicable mixing zone for the sewer system outfall.

(v) Monitoring to determine compliance may be performed at a location where the contaminated
groundwater enters the sewer or downstream from that location but upstream of the sewer outfall at the
surface water, if practicable and representative. Appropriate back calculation from the compliance point to the
monitoring point may be applied to account for mixing and other attenuation that occurs in the sewer system
before the compliance point. As appropriate, such a monitoring point may require another monitoring point in
the sewer system upstream from the area where the contaminated groundwater enters the sewer. Upstream
sampling in the sewer may be performed to determine source contribution.

(vi) The contaminant mass flow, and the rate and amount of groundwater flow, into the sewer may be
considered and may result in a determination that the migration into the sewer is de minimis and does not
require any response activity in addition to the evaluation that leads to such determination.

(c) Factors in subdivision (b) may be considered and applied to determine if an illicit discharge is
occurring and how to regulate the discharge.

(20) If the department denies a response activity plan containing a proposal for alternative monitoring
points, an ecological demonstration, or a modeling demonstration, or a combination of these, the department
shall state the reasons for denial, including the scientific and technical basis for the denial. A person may
appeal a decision of the department in a response activity plan or no further action report regarding venting
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substance. This subdivision does not include any of the following:
(i) A person who, on or after June 5, 1995, arranges for the sale or transport of a secondary material for use

in producing a new product. As used in this subparagraph, secondary material means scrap metal, paper,
plastic, glass, textiles, or rubber, that has demonstrated reuse or recycling potential and has been separated or
removed from the solid waste stream for reuse or recycling, whether or not subsequent separation and
processing is required, if substantial amounts of the material are consistently used in the manufacture of
products that may otherwise be produced from a raw or virgin material.

(ii) A person who, prior to June 5, 1995, arranges for the sale or transport of a secondary material for use in
producing a new product unless the state has incurred response activity costs associated with these secondary
materials prior to December 17, 1999. As used in this subparagraph, secondary material means scrap metal,
paper, plastic, glass, textiles, or rubber, that has demonstrated reuse or recycling potential and has been
separated or removed from the solid waste stream for reuse or recycling, whether or not subsequent separation
and processing is required, if substantial amounts of the material are consistently used in the manufacture of
products that may otherwise be produced from a raw or virgin material.

(iii) A person who arranges the lawful transport or disposal of any product or container that is commonly
used in a residential household, is in a quantity commonly used in a residential household, and was used in the
person's residential household.

(iv) A person who stores or uses or arranges for the storage or use of a beneficial use by-product or inert
material in compliance with part 115.

(e) A person who accepts or accepted any hazardous substance for transport to a facility selected by that
person.

(f) The estate or trust of a person described in subdivisions (a) to (e).
(2) Subject to section 20107a, an owner or operator who complies with subsection (1)(c)(i) and (ii) is not

liable for contamination existing at the facility at the earlier of the date of purchase, occupancy, or
foreclosure, unless the person is responsible for an activity causing the contamination existing at the facility.
Subsection (1)(c) does not alter a person's liability with regard to a subsequent release or threat of release at a
facility if the person is responsible for an activity causing the subsequent release or threat of release.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the following persons are not liable under this part with respect to
contamination at a facility resulting from a release or threat of release unless the person is responsible for an
activity causing that release or threat of release:

(a) The state or a local unit of government that acquired ownership or control of a facility involuntarily
through bankruptcy, tax delinquency, abandonment, or other circumstances in which the government
involuntarily acquires title or control by virtue of its governmental function or as provided in this part; a local
unit of government to which ownership or control of a facility is transferred by the state or by another local
unit of government that is not liable under subsection (1); or the state or a local unit of government that
acquired ownership or control of a facility by seizure, receivership, or forfeiture pursuant to the operation of
law or by court order.

(b) A state or local unit of government that holds or acquires an easement interest in a facility, holds or
acquires an interest in a facility by dedication in a plat, or by dedication pursuant to 1909 PA 283, MCL 220.1
to 239.6, or otherwise holds or acquires an interest in a facility for a transportation or utility corridor,
including sewers, pipes, and pipelines, or public right of way.

(c) A person who holds an easement interest in a facility or holds a utility franchise to provide service, for
the purpose of conveying or providing goods or services, including, but not limited to, utilities, sewers, roads,
railways, and pipelines; or a person that acquires access through an easement.

(d) A person who owns severed subsurface mineral rights or severed subsurface formations or who leases
subsurface mineral rights or formations.

(e) The state or a local unit of government that leases property to a person if the state or the local unit of
government is not liable under this part for environmental contamination at the property.

(f) A person who owns or occupies residential real property if hazardous substance use at the property is
consistent with residential use.

(g) A person who acquires a facility as a result of the death of the prior owner or operator of the facility,
whether by inheritance, devise, or transfer from an inter vivos or testamentary trust.

(h) A person who did not know and had no reason to know that the property was a facility. To establish
that the person did not know and did not have a reason to know that the property was a facility, the person
shall have undertaken at the time of acquisition all appropriate inquiry into the previous ownership and uses
of the property consistent with good commercial or customary practice. A determination of liability under this
subdivision shall take into account any specialized knowledge or experience on the part of the person, the
relationship of the purchase price to the value of the property if uncontaminated by a hazardous substance,
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provided pursuant to subsection (5).
(7) If the state obtains less than complete relief from a person who has resolved his or her liability to the

state in an administrative or judicially approved consent order under this part, the state may bring an action
against any other person liable under section 20126 who has not resolved his or her liability.

(8) A person who has resolved his or her liability to the state for some or all of a response activity in an
administrative or judicially approved consent order may seek contribution from any person who is not a party
to the consent order described in subsection (5).

(9) In an action for contribution under this section, the rights of any person who has resolved his or her
liability to the state is subordinate to the rights of the state, if the state files an action under this part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995;¾Am. 2010, Act 230, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14,
2010.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20129a Repealed. 2010, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to petition for exemption from liability of owner or operator of facility after June 5,

1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20130 Indemnification, hold harmless, or similar agreement or conveyance; subrogation.
Sec. 20130. (1) An indemnification, hold harmless, or similar agreement or conveyance is not effective to

transfer from a person who is liable under section 20126 to the state for evaluation or response activity costs
or damages for a release or threat of release to any other person the liability imposed under this part. This
section does not bar an agreement to insure, hold harmless, or indemnify a party to the agreement for liability
under this part.

(2) This part does not bar a cause of action that a person subject to liability under this part, or a guarantor,
has or would have by reason of subrogation or otherwise against any person.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20131 Limitations on liability; circumstances requiring total costs and damages.
Sec. 20131. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the liability under this part for each release or threat

of release shall not exceed the total of all the costs of response activities, fines, and exemplary damages, plus
$50,000,000.00 damages for injury to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources resulting from the release or
threat of release, including the reasonable costs of assessing the injury, destruction, or loss resulting from the
release or threat of release.

(2) Notwithstanding the limitations in subsection (1), the liability of a person under this part shall be the
full and total costs and damages listed in subsection (1), in either of the following circumstances:

(a) The release or threatened release of a hazardous substance was the result of willful misconduct or gross
negligence of the party.

(b) The primary cause of the release or threat of release was a knowing violation of applicable safety,
construction, or operating standards or regulations.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20132 Covenant not to sue generally; future enforcement action.
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(8) The state may include any provisions providing for future enforcement action under section 20119 or
20137 that in the discretion of the department are necessary and appropriate to assure protection of the public
health, safety, welfare, and the environment.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20133 Redevelopment or reuse of facility; covenant not to sue; conditions;
demonstration; limitation; reservation of right to assert claims; irrevocable right of entry;
monitoring compliance.
Sec. 20133. (1) The state may provide a person who proposes to redevelop or reuse a facility, including a

vacant manufacturing or abandoned industrial site, with a covenant not to sue concerning liability under
section 20126 and 20107a, if all of the following conditions are met:

(a) The covenant not to sue is in the public interest.
(b) The covenant not to sue will yield new resources to facilitate implementation of response activity.
(c) The covenant not to sue would, when appropriate, expedite response activity consistent with the rules

promulgated under this part.
(d) Based upon available information, the department determines that the redevelopment or reuse of the

facility is not likely to do any of the following:
(i) Exacerbate or contribute to the existing release or threat of release.
(ii) Interfere with the implementation of response activities.
(iii) Pose health risks related to the release or threat of release to persons who may be present at or in the

vicinity of the facility.
(e) The proposal to redevelop or reuse the facility has economic development potential.
(2) A person who requests a covenant not to sue under subsection (1) shall demonstrate to the satisfaction

of the state all of the following:
(a) That the person is financially capable of redeveloping and reusing the facility in accordance with the

covenant not to sue.
(b) That the person is not affiliated in any way with any person who is liable under section 20126 for a

release or threat of release at the facility.
(3) A covenant not to sue issued under this section shall address only past releases or threats of release at a

facility and shall expressly reserve the right of the state to assert all other claims against the person that
proposes to redevelop or reuse the facility, including, but not limited to, those claims arising from any of the
following:

(a) The release or threat of release of any hazardous substance resulting from the redevelopment or reuse
of the facility to the extent such claims otherwise arise under this part.

(b) Interference with or failure to cooperate with the department, its contractors, or other persons
conducting response activities approved by the department.

(c) Failure to comply with section 20107a.
(4) A covenant not to sue issued under this section shall provide for an irrevocable right of entry to the

department, its contractors, or other persons performing response activity related to the release or threat of
release addressed by the covenant not to sue for the purposes listed in section 20117(3)(a) through (e) and for
monitoring compliance with the covenant not to sue.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20134 Consent order; settlement.
Sec. 20134. (1) The department and the attorney general may enter into a consent order with a person who

is liable under section 20126 or any group of persons who are liable under section 20126 to perform a
response activity if the department and the attorney general determine that the persons who are liable under
section 20126 will properly implement the response activity and that the consent order is in the public
interest, will expedite effective response activity, and will minimize litigation. The consent order may, as
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subsection (1)(c) to order 1 or more of the directors to perform the nondiscretionary act or duty concerned.
(3) An action shall not be filed under subsection (1)(a) or (b) unless all of the following conditions exist:
(a) The plaintiff has given at least 60 days' notice in writing of the plaintiff's intent to sue, the basis for the

suit, and the relief to be requested to each of the following:
(i) The department.
(ii) The attorney general.
(iii) The proposed defendants.
(b) The state has not commenced and is not diligently prosecuting an action under this part or under other

appropriate legal authority to obtain injunctive relief concerning the facility or to require compliance with this
part or a rule or an order under this part.

(4) An action shall not be filed under subsection (1)(c) until the plaintiff has given in writing at least 60
days' notice to the directors of the plaintiff's intent to sue, the basis for the suit, and the relief to be requested.

(5) In issuing a final order in an action brought pursuant to this section, the court may award costs of
litigation, including reasonable attorney and expert witness fees to the prevailing or substantially prevailing
party if the court determines that an award is appropriate.

(6) This section does not affect or otherwise impair the rights of any person under federal, state, or
common law.

(7) An action under subsection (1)(a) or (b) shall be brought in the circuit court for the circuit in which the
alleged release, threatened release, or other violation occurred. An action under subsection (1)(c) shall be
brought in the circuit court for Ingham county.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20135a Access to property; action by court.
Sec. 20135a. (1) A person who is liable under section 20126 or a lender that has a security interest in all or

a portion of a facility may file a petition in the circuit court of the county in which the facility is located
seeking access to the facility in order to conduct response activities approved by the department. If the court
grants access to property under this section, the court may do any of the following:

(a) Provide compensation to the property owner or operator for damages related to the granting of access to
the property, including compensation for loss of use of the property.

(b) Enjoin interference with the response activities.
(c) Grant any other appropriate relief as determined by the court.
(2) If a court grants access to property under this section, the owner or operator of the property to which

access is granted is not liable for either of the following:
(a) A release caused by the response activities for which access is granted unless the owner or operator is

otherwise liable under section 20126.
(b) For conditions associated with the response activity that may present a threat to public health or safety.
History: Add. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20136 Repealed. 1995, Act 71, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1995.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to grant programs.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Environmental Remediation

Popular name: Environmental Response Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.20137 Additional relief; failure of facility owner or operator to report hazardous
substance release; civil fine; providing copy of complaint to attorney general; jurisdiction;
judicial review; intervenor.
Sec. 20137. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), in addition to other relief authorized by law, the attorney
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Sec. 21110. (1) A person shall not knowingly deliver a regulated substance into an underground storage
tank system that is not registered under this part.

(2) A person shall not repair or test an underground storage tank system that is not registered under this
part.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of the department of environmental quality under the aboveground storage tank
program from department of environmental quality to bureau of fire services, department of licensing and regulatory affairs, see E.R.O.
No. 2012-7, compiled at MCL 29.462.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.21111 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 451 OF 1994 EFFECTIVE UPON THE 
EXPIRATION OF 12 MONTHS AFTER PART 215 BECOMES INVALID PURSUANT TO SECTION 21546 
(3) ***** 

324.21111 Deferments.
Sec. 21111. The following are deferred from regulation under this part until such time as the department

determines that they should be regulated:
(a) Wastewater treatment tank systems.
(b) An underground storage tank system containing radioactive material that is regulated under the atomic

energy act of 1954, chapter 1073, 68 Stat. 919.
(c) An underground storage tank system that is part of an emergency generator system at nuclear power

generation facilities regulated by the nuclear regulatory commission under 10 C.F.R. part 50, appendix A to
part 50 of title 10 of the code of federal regulations.

(d) Airport hydrant fuel distribution systems.
(e) Underground storage tank systems with field-constructed tanks.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of the department of environmental quality under the aboveground storage tank
program from department of environmental quality to bureau of fire services, department of licensing and regulatory affairs, see E.R.O.
No. 2012-7, compiled at MCL 29.462.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.21112 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 451 OF 1994 EFFECTIVE UPON THE 
EXPIRATION OF 12 MONTHS AFTER PART 215 BECOMES INVALID PURSUANT TO SECTION 21546 
(3) ***** 

324.21112 Violation; misdemeanor; penalty; civil fine.
Sec. 21112. (1) A person who violates this part or a rule promulgated under this part or who knowingly

submits false information when registering an underground storage tank system under this part is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 6 months or a fine of not more than $500.00, or
both.

(2) A person who violates this part or a rule promulgated under this part or who knowingly submits false
information when registering an underground storage tank system under this part is subject to a civil fine of
not more than $5,000.00 for each underground storage tank system for each day of violation. A civil fine
imposed under this subsection shall be based upon the seriousness of the violation and any good faith efforts
by the violator to comply with this part and the rules promulgated under this part.

(3) A civil fine collected under subsection (2) shall be deposited into the fund.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of the department of environmental quality under the aboveground storage tank
program from department of environmental quality to bureau of fire services, department of licensing and regulatory affairs, see E.R.O.
No. 2012-7, compiled at MCL 29.462.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

***** 324.21113 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 451 OF 1994 EFFECTIVE UPON THE 
EXPIRATION OF 12 MONTHS AFTER PART 215 BECOMES INVALID PURSUANT TO SECTION 21546 
(3) ***** 
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purchase, occupancy, or foreclosure that reasonably defines the existing conditions and circumstances at the
property in conformance with 40 CFR 312.

(c) "Baseline environmental assessment" means a written document that describes the results of an all
appropriate inquiry and the sampling and analysis that confirm that the property is a site. However, for
purposes of a baseline environmental assessment, the all appropriate inquiry under 40 CFR 312.20(a) may be
conducted within 45 days after the date of acquisition of a property and the components of an all appropriate
inquiry under 40 CFR 312.20(b) and 40 CFR 312.20(c)(3) may be conducted or updated within 45 days after
the date of acquisition of a property.

(d) "Biota" means the plant and animal life in an area affected by a corrective action plan.
(e) "Capillary fringe" means the portion of the aquifer above an unconfined saturated zone in which

groundwater is drawn upward by capillary force and can include the presence of LNAPL.
(f) "Consultant" means a person that meets the requirements set forth in section 21325.
(g) "Contamination" or "contaminated" means the presence of a regulated substance in soil, surface water,

or groundwater or air that has been released from an underground storage tank system at a concentration
exceeding the level set forth in the RCBA tier I screening levels established under section 20120a(1)(a) and
(b).

(h) "Corrective action" means the investigation, assessment, cleanup, removal, containment, isolation,
treatment, or monitoring of regulated substances released into the environment from an underground storage
tank system that is necessary under this part to prevent, minimize, or mitigate injury to the public health,
safety, or welfare, the environment, or natural resources.

(i) "DNAPL" means a dense nonaqueous-phase liquid with a specific gravity greater than 1 and composed
of 1 or more organic compounds that are immiscible or sparingly soluble in water. DNAPL encompasses all
potential occurrences of DNAPL.

(j) "Grab sample" means a single sample or measurement taken at a specific time or over as short a period
as feasible.

(k) "Groundwater" means water below the land surface in the zone of saturation and capillary fringe.
(l) "Groundwater not in an aquifer" means the saturated formation below the land surface that yields

groundwater at an insignificant rate considering the local and regional hydrogeology and is not likely in
hydraulic communication with groundwater in an aquifer. This includes water trapped or isolated in fill
material in an underground storage tank or equivalent basin.

(m) "Heating oil" means petroleum that is no. 1, no. 2, no. 4-light, no. 4-heavy, no. 5-light, no. 5-heavy,
and no. 6 technical grades of fuel oil; other residual fuel oils including navy special fuel oil and bunker c; and
other fuels when used as substitutes for 1 of these fuel oils. Heating oil is typically used in the operation of
heating equipment, boilers, or furnaces.

(n) "LNAPL" means a light nonaqueous-phase liquid having a specific gravity less than 1 and composed of
1 or more organic compounds that are immiscible or sparingly soluble in water, and the term encompasses all
potential occurrences of LNAPL.

(o) "Local unit of government" means a city, village, township, county, fire department, or local health
department as defined in section 1105 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.1105.

(p) "Low flow sampling" means minimal drawdown groundwater sampling procedures as described in the
United States environmental protection agency, office of research and development, office of solid waste and
emergency response, EPA/540/S-95/504, December, 1995, EPA groundwater issue.

(q) "Migrating NAPL" means NAPL that is observed to spread or expand laterally or vertically or
otherwise result in an increased volume of the NAPL extent, usually indicated by time series data or
observation. Migrating NAPL does not include NAPL that appears in a well within the historical extent of the
NAPL due to a fluctuating water table.

(r) "Mobile NAPL" means NAPL that exceeds residual saturation, and includes migrating NAPL, but not
all mobile NAPL is migrating NAPL.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 111, Imd. Eff. May 1,
2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21303 Definitions; N to V.
Sec. 21303. As used in this part:
(a) "NAPL" means a nonaqueous-phase liquid or a nonaqueous-phase liquid solution composed of 1 or

more organic compounds that are immiscible or sparingly soluble in water. NAPL includes both DNAPL and
LNAPL.
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(e) A schedule for implementation of the corrective action.
(f) If the corrective action plan includes the operation of a mechanical soil or groundwater remediation

system, or both, a financial assurance mechanism to pay for monitoring, operation, and maintenance
necessary to assure the effectiveness and integrity of the corrective action remediation system.

(g) If provisions for operation and maintenance, monitoring, or financial assurance are included in the
corrective action plan, and those provisions are not complied with, the corrective action plan is void from the
time of lapse or violation until the lapse or violation is corrected.

(3) If a corrective action plan prepared under this section does not result in an unrestricted use of the
property, the owner or operator that is liable under section 21323a shall provide notice to the public by means
designed to reach those members of the public directly impacted by the release above a residential RBSL and
the proposed corrective action. The notice shall include the name, address, and telephone number of a contact
person. A copy of the notice and proof of providing the notice shall be submitted to the department. The
department shall ensure that site release information and corrective action plans that do not result in an
unrestricted use of property are made available to the public for inspection upon request.

History: Add. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 116, Imd. Eff. Mar. 6, 1996;¾Am. 2012, Act 108, Imd. Eff.
May 1, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21310 Repealed. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to conditions requiring soil feasibility analysis and soil remedial corrective action

plan.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21310a Notice of corrective action; institutional controls; restrictive covenants;
alternative mechanisms; notice of land use restrictions.
Sec. 21310a. (1) If the corrective action activities at a site result in a final remedy that relies on a

nonresidential RBSL or an SSTL, institutional controls shall be implemented as provided in this subsection. A
notice of corrective action shall be recorded with the register of deeds for the county in which the site is
located prior to submittal of a closure report under section 21312a. A notice shall be filed under this
subsection only by the person that owns the property or with the express written permission of the person that
owns the property. A notice of corrective action recorded under this subsection shall state the land use that
was the basis of the corrective action. The notice shall state that if there is a proposed change in the land use
at any time in the future, that change may necessitate further evaluation of potential risks to the public health,
safety, and welfare and to the environment and that the department shall be contacted regarding any proposed
change in the land use. Additional requirements for monitoring or operation and maintenance shall not apply
if contamination levels do not exceed the levels established in the tier I evaluation.

(2) If corrective action activities at a site rely on institutional controls other than as provided in subsection
(1), the institutional controls shall be implemented as provided in this subsection. The restrictive covenant
shall be recorded with the register of deeds for the county in which the property is located within 30 days
from submittal of the final assessment report pursuant to section 21311a, unless otherwise agreed to by the
department. The restrictive covenant shall be filed only by the person that owns the property or with the
express written permission of the person that owns the property. The restrictions shall run with the land and
be binding on the owner's successors, assigns, and lessees. The restrictions shall apply until regulated
substances no longer present an unacceptable risk to the public health, safety, or welfare or to the
environment. The restrictive covenant shall include a survey and property description which define the areas
addressed by the corrective action plan and the scope of any land use or resource use limitations. The form
and content of the restrictive covenant shall include provisions to accomplish all of the following:

(a) Restrict activities at the site that may interfere with corrective action, operation and maintenance,
monitoring, or other measures necessary to assure the effectiveness and integrity of the corrective action.

(b) Restrict activities that may result in exposure to regulated substances above levels established in the
corrective action plan.

(c) Prevent a conveyance of title, an easement, or other interest in the property from being consummated
by the person that owns the property without adequate and complete provision for compliance with the
corrective action plan and prevention of exposure to regulated substances described in subdivision (b).

(d) Grant to the department and its designated representatives the right to enter the property at reasonable
times for the purpose of determining and monitoring compliance with the corrective action plan, including,
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contamination that enters or has the potential to enter the storm sewer system.
(4) A person that applies for a permit issued by a county road commission or a local unit of government to

excavate, bore, drill, or perform any other intrusive activity within a public highway or right-of-way of a
public highway shall identify whether the proposed work will take place within an area being relied upon as
an alternative institutional control.

(5) Reliance on a public highway as an alternative mechanism under subsection (3)(b) does not affect an
owner's or operator's liability under section 21323a or impose liability for corrective action or any other
obligation on the state transportation department, a county road commission, or a local unit of government.
Information provided pursuant to section 21310a(3) or (4) to the person that owns or operates a public
highway does not create an estoppel, obligation, or liability on the person that owns or operates the public
highway. The use of a public highway as an alternative mechanism does not limit or restrict any right or duty
of the state transportation department, a county road commission, or a local unit of government to operate,
maintain, repair, reconstruct, enlarge, relocate, abandon, vacate, or otherwise exercise its jurisdiction over any
public highway or public highway right-of-way or any part thereof, or to permit any utilities or others to use
any public highway or public highway right-of-way, or any part thereof.

(6) A person that implements corrective action activities that relies on land use restrictions shall provide
notice of the land use restrictions that are part of the corrective action plan to the local unit of government in
which the site is located within 30 days of filing of the land use restrictions with the county register of deeds.

History: Add. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 116, Imd. Eff. Mar. 6, 1996;¾Am. 2012, Act 108, Imd. Eff.
May 1, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2012;¾Am. 2016, Act 381, Eff. Mar. 29, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21311 Repealed. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to groundwater contamination and related reports.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21311a Final assessment report; information; providing supporting documentation upon
request.
Sec. 21311a. (1) Within 365 days after a release has been discovered, an owner or operator that is liable

under section 21323a shall complete a final assessment report that includes a corrective action plan developed
under section 21309a and submit the report to the department on a form created pursuant to section 21316.
The report shall include the following information:

(a) A site assessment under the RBCA process, as necessary for determining site classification, and the
extent of contamination relative to the applicable RBSLs or applicable SSTLs set forth in the corrective action
plan.

(b) Tier II and tier III evaluation, as appropriate, under the RBCA process.
(c) A feasibility analysis. The following shall be included, as appropriate, given the site conditions and the

applicable RBSL or applicable SSTL:
(i) On-site and off-site corrective action alternatives to remediate contaminated soil and groundwater for

each cleanup type above the applicable RBSL or applicable SSTL, including alternatives that permanently
and significantly reduce the volume, toxicity, and mobility of the regulated substances if above the applicable
RBSL or applicable SSTL.

(ii) An analysis of the recoverability and whether the NAPL is mobile or migrating.
(iii) The costs associated with each corrective action alternative including alternatives that permanently

and significantly reduce the volume, toxicity, and mobility of the regulated substances that are above the
applicable RBSL or applicable SSTL.

(iv) The effectiveness and feasibility of each corrective action alternative in meeting cleanup criteria that
are above the applicable RBSL or applicable SSTL.

(v) The time necessary to implement and complete each corrective action alternative.
(vi) The preferred corrective action alternative based upon subparagraphs (i) through (v) and an

implementation schedule for completion of the corrective action.
(d) A corrective action plan.
(e) A schedule for corrective action plan implementation.
(2) The owner or operator that is liable under section 21323a shall provide supporting documentation to the

data and conclusions of the final assessment report upon request by the department. The department shall not
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(c) Not more than $1,000.00 per day for each day beyond day 14 that the report is late.
(2) Subject to subsection (6), for purposes of this section, in computing a period of time, the day of the act,

event, or default, after which the designated period of time begins to run is not included. The last day of the
period is included, unless it is a Saturday, Sunday, legal holiday, or holiday, in which event the period runs
until the end of the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, legal holiday, or holiday.

(3) The department may, upon request, grant an extension to a reporting deadline provided in this part for
good cause upon written request 15 days prior to the deadline.

(4) The owner or operator that is liable under section 21323a may by contract transfer the responsibility for
paying fines under this section to a consultant retained by the owner or operator that is liable under section
21323a.

(5) The department shall forward all money collected pursuant to this section to the state treasurer for
deposit in the emergency response fund created in section 21507.

(6) A penalty shall not begin to accrue under this section unless the department has first notified the person
on whom the penalty is imposed that he or she is subject to the penalties provided in this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 116, Imd. Eff. Mar. 6, 1996;¾Am. 2012, Act 112, Imd. Eff.
May 1, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21314 Repealed. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to retaining consultants.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21314a Classification of sites; corrective action; schedule.
Sec. 21314a. Sites shall be classified consistent with the process outlined in RBCA. If the department

determines that no imminent risk to the public health, safety, or welfare or the environment exists at a site, the
department may allow corrective action at these sites to be conducted on a schedule approved by the
department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 108, Imd. Eff. May 1, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21315 Audit; final assessment report or closure report.
Sec. 21315. (1) The department shall design and implement a program to selectively audit final assessment

reports and closure reports submitted under this part. Upon receipt of a final assessment report or closure
report, the department shall have 90 days to determine whether it will audit the report and inform the owner or
operator that is liable under section 21323a of its intention to audit the submitted report within 7 days of the
determination. If the department does not inform the owner or operator that is liable under section 21323a of
its intention to audit the report within the required time limits, the department shall not audit the report. If the
department determines that it will conduct an audit, the audit shall be completed within 180 days of the
submission. The department shall inform the owner or operator that is liable under section 21323a in writing
of the results of the audit within 14 days of the completion of the audit. All audits shall be conducted based on
the standards, criteria, and procedures in effect at the time the final assessment report or closure report was
submitted.

(2) The department shall have until January 27, 2013 to selectively audit final assessment reports or
closure reports that were submitted on or after November 1, 2011 but not later than July 1, 2012.

(3) If the department conducts an audit, the results of the audit shall approve, approve with conditions, or
deny the final assessment report or closure report or shall notify the owner or operator that is liable under
section 21323a that the report does not contain sufficient information for the department to make a decision.
If the department's response is that the report does not include sufficient information, the department shall
identify the information that is required for the department to make a decision. If a report is approved with
conditions, the department's approval shall state with specificity the conditions of the approval.

(4) If the department does not perform an audit and provide a written response in accordance with
subsection (1) to a final assessment report or closure report submitted after June 15, 2012, the report is
considered approved. An owner or operator that is liable under section 21323a may request written
confirmation from the department that the report is considered approved under this section, and the
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under the national contingency plan or the official designated by the lead agency to coordinate and direct
corrective action under the national contingency plan.

(c) "National contingency plan" means the national contingency plan prepared and published under section
311 of title III of the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1321.

(9) This section does not affect a plaintiff's burden of establishing liability under this part.
History: Add. 2012, Act 108, Imd. Eff. May 1, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21323d Basis for division of harm; action for contribution; reallocation of uncollectible
amount; effect of consent order.
Sec. 21323d. (1) If 2 or more persons acting independently are liable under section 21323a and there is a

reasonable basis for division of harm according to the contribution of each person, each person is subject to
liability under this part only for the portion of the total harm attributable to that person. However, a person
seeking to limit that person's liability on the grounds that the entire harm is capable of division has the burden
of proof as to the divisibility of the harm and as to the apportionment of liability.

(2) If 2 or more persons are liable under section 21323a for an indivisible harm, each person is subject to
liability for the entire harm.

(3) A person may seek contribution from any other person that is liable under section 21323a during or
following a civil action brought under this part. This subsection does not diminish the right of a person to
bring an action for contribution in the absence of a civil action by the state under this part. In a contribution
action brought under this part, the court shall consider all of the following factors in allocating corrective
action costs and damages among liable persons:

(a) Each person's relative degree of responsibility in causing the release or threat of release.
(b) The principles of equity pertaining to contribution.
(c) The degree of involvement of and care exercised by the person with regard to the regulated substance.
(d) The degree of cooperation by the person with federal, state, or local officials to prevent, minimize,

respond to, or remedy the release or threat of release.
(e) Whether equity requires that the liability of some of the persons should constitute a single share.
(4) If, in an action for contribution under subsection (3), the court determines that all or part of a person's

share of liability is uncollectible from that person, then the court may reallocate any uncollectible amount
among the other liable persons according to the factors listed in subsection (3). A person whose share is
determined to be uncollectible continues to be subject to contribution and to any continuing liability to the
state.

(5) A person that has resolved that person's liability to the state in an administrative or judicially approved
consent order is not liable for claims for contribution regarding matters addressed in the consent order. The
consent order does not discharge any of the other persons liable under section 21323a unless the terms of the
consent order provide for this discharge, but the potential liability of the other persons is reduced by the
amount of the consent order.

(6) A person that is not liable under this part, including a person that was issued a written determination
under former section 20129a affirming that the person meets the criteria for an exemption from liability, and
that is otherwise in compliance with section 21304c, shall be considered to have resolved that person's
liability to the state in an administratively approved settlement under the applicable federal law and shall by
operation of law be granted contribution protection under federal law and under this part in the same manner
that contribution protection is provided pursuant to subsection (5).

(7) If the state obtains less than complete relief from a person that has resolved that person's liability to the
state in an administrative or judicially approved consent order under this part, the state may bring an action
against any other person liable under section 21323a that has not resolved that person's liability.

(8) A person that has resolved that person's liability to the state for some or all of a corrective action in an
administrative or judicially approved consent order may seek contribution from any person that is not a party
to the consent order described in subsection (5).

(9) In an action for contribution under this section, the rights of any person that has resolved that person's
liability to the state is subordinate to the rights of the state, if the state files an action under this part.

History: Add. 2012, Act 108, Imd. Eff. May 1, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21323e Effect of indemnification, hold harmless, or similar agreement or conveyance.
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Popular name: NREPA

324.21506 Repealed. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to Michigan underground storage tank financial assurance fund.

324.21506a Refined petroleum fund; creation; deposit of money or other assets; investment;
money remaining at close of fiscal year; expenditures; purposes.
Sec. 21506a. (1) The refined petroleum fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the refined

petroleum fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the refined petroleum fund. The state
treasurer shall credit to the refined petroleum fund interest and earnings from refined petroleum fund
investments.

(3) Money in the refined petroleum fund at the close of the fiscal year remains in the refined petroleum
fund and does not lapse to the general fund.

(4) Money from the refined petroleum fund shall be expended, upon appropriation, only for 1 or more of
the following purposes:

(a) Corrective actions performed by the department pursuant to section 21320.
(b) The legacy release program created in section 21519a.
(c) The reasonable costs of the department in administering the refined petroleum fund and implementing

part 213.
(d) Not more than $5,000,000.00 annually for petroleum product inspection programs under both of the

following:
(i) The weights and measures act, 1964 PA 283, MCL 290.601 to 290.635.
(ii) The motor fuels quality act, 1984 PA 44, MCL 290.641 to 290.650d.
(e) Not more than $3,000,000.00 annually for the bureau of fire services and office of the state fire

marshal, storage tank division, in the department of licensing and regulatory affairs.
(f) Reimbursement by the authority to local units of government and county road commissions for the costs

of corrective action to manage, relocate, or dispose of any media contaminated by regulated substances left in
place within a public highway pursuant to section 21310a if all of the following occur:

(i) The local unit of government or county road commission has submitted to the authority a claim for
reimbursement on a form created by the authority.

(ii) The claim for reimbursement is for reasonable and necessary eligible corrective action costs
determined by the administrator pursuant to section 21515(2) to (10).

(iii) The amount of reimbursement is not more than $200,000.00 per claim.
(g) Not more than $5,000,000.00 annually for the department to provide grants and loans in accordance

with part 196 to facilitate brownfield redevelopment at part 213 properties. Money shall not be provided
under this subsection to fund the performance of response activities at a part 213 property to address
contamination that is solely attributable to a release regulated under part 201.

(h) The permanent closure of an underground storage tank system by the department if the underground
storage tank system meets the conditions that require permanent closure under R 29.2153 of the Michigan
Administrative Code or the department determines it is necessary to protect public health, safety, welfare, or
the environment.

History: Add. 2004, Act 390, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 2004;¾Am. 2006, Act 318, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006;¾Am. 2007, Act 67, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 28, 2007;¾Am. 2012, Act 113, Imd. Eff. May 1, 2012;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014;¾Am. 2016, Act 467, Eff.
Mar. 29, 2017;¾Am. 2017, Act 134, Eff. Jan. 24, 2018.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of Act 390 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 1. The provisions of this amendatory act relating to the extension and collection of the regulatory fee provided for

under this part and the obligation to pay the fee shall be applied retroactively. The requirement to impose and collect the regulatory fee
and the obligation to pay the fee shall not be considered to have ceased at any time since the date the requirement and obligation were
originally enacted into law. The requirement that this enacting section be applied retroactively extends to any regulatory fee imposed or
collected even if it is alleged or determined that sufficient regulatory fees were collected to pay in full bonds or notes issued by the
Michigan underground storage tank financial assurance authority.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21506b Underground storage tank cleanup fund; creation; bond proceeds account;
receipt of money or other assets; investment; money remaining at close of fiscal year;
authority as administrator; expenditures.
Sec. 21506b. (1) The underground storage tank cleanup fund is created within the state treasury. The state
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petroleum fund.
(5) The department of treasury may audit, enforce, collect, and assess the fee imposed by this part in the

same manner and subject to the same requirements as revenues collected pursuant to 1941 PA 122, MCL
205.1 to 205.31.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1996;¾Am. 2004, Act 390, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12,
2004;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014;¾Am. 2016, Act 380, Eff. Mar. 22, 2017;¾Am. 2016, Act 467, Eff. Mar. 29, 2017.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of Act 390 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 1. The provisions of this amendatory act relating to the extension and collection of the regulatory fee provided for

under this part and the obligation to pay the fee shall be applied retroactively. The requirement to impose and collect the regulatory fee
and the obligation to pay the fee shall not be considered to have ceased at any time since the date the requirement and obligation were
originally enacted into law. The requirement that this enacting section be applied retroactively extends to any regulatory fee imposed or
collected even if it is alleged or determined that sufficient regulatory fees were collected to pay in full bonds or notes issued by the
Michigan underground storage tank financial assurance authority.

Subsection 2 of MCL 324.21550, as amended by 2012 PA 113, and which repeals this section, provides:
"(2) The authority's obligation to pay off any bonds or notes issued pursuant to this part shall survive the repeal of section 21508."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21509 Calculation and payment of regulatory fees; collection of regulatory fees under
product exchange agreement; definition.
Sec. 21509. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision in this part, regulatory fees shall be calculated and

paid upon gross or metered gallons with respect to all "light" petroleum products. With respect only to
"heavy" petroleum products (No. 4, No. 5, No. 6 residual oils), regulatory fees shall be calculated and paid
upon net or temperature-corrected gallons.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision in this part, until January 1, 2015, if a person receives refined
petroleum products in this state for resale in this state or consumption in this state pursuant to a product
exchange agreement, the department of treasury shall collect the regulatory fees from that person. As used in
this subsection, "product exchange agreement" means an agreement between buyers and sellers of refined
petroleum products in which refined petroleum products in bulk quantity are made available to a person solely
in consideration of that person making available a like volume of refined petroleum products to the other
party at some other location.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21510 Eligibility of owner or operator to receive money from authority for corrective
action or indemnification.
Sec. 21510. (1) An owner or operator is eligible to receive money from the authority for corrective action

or indemnification due to a release from a refined petroleum underground storage tank system only if all of
the following requirements are satisfied and the owner or operator otherwise complies with this part:

(a) The release from which the corrective action or indemnification arose was discovered and reported on
or after December 30, 2014.

(b) The refined petroleum underground storage tank from which the release occurred was, at the time of
discovery of the release, and is presently, in compliance with the registration and fee requirements of part
211.

(c) The owner or operator reported the release within 24 hours after its discovery as required by part 211
and the rules promulgated under that part.

(d) The owner or operator is not the United States government.
(e) The claim is not for a release from a refined petroleum underground storage tank closed prior to

January 1, 1974, in compliance with the fire prevention code, 1941 PA 207, MCL 29.1 to 29.33, and the rules
promulgated under that act.

(f) The owner or operator was in compliance with the financial responsibility requirements of part 211 and
the rules promulgated under that part at the time of the discovery of the release or releases for which the claim
is filed.

(g) The owner or operator is otherwise eligible to receive money from the authority under this part.
(h) The total amount of expenditures, including the deductible amount, does not exceed the claims limit or

the claim period aggregate limit applicable to the claim.
(2) The owner or operator may receive money from the authority for corrective action or indemnification

due to a release that originates from an aboveground piping and dispensing portion of a refined petroleum
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and shall comply with the following:
(a) Expenses for items listed in the schedule of costs shall be at or below the allowable reimbursement

amount listed in the schedule of costs.
(b) Expenses for items that are not listed in the schedule of costs shall be reasonable and necessary

considering conditions at the site based upon a competitive bidding process established by the authority.
History: Add. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014;¾Am. 2016, Act 380, Eff. Mar. 22, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21510b Itemized corrective actions; schedule of costs.
Sec. 21510b. (1) The authority shall establish a schedule of costs that itemizes corrective actions that are

generally conducted at a site and lists an allowable reimbursement amount that may be paid for each
corrective action as part of a claim under this part. If the authority determines that costs for particular
corrective actions vary in different regions of the state, the authority may establish allowable reimbursement
amounts that reflect regional differences.

(2) The authority shall annually review and update the schedule of costs as necessary or appropriate.
(3) The department shall post the schedule of costs and any updates to the schedule of costs on the

department's website.
History: Add. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21510c Approval of claim; prohibitions.
Sec. 21510c. A claim shall not be approved by the authority for any of the following:
(a) A release that was expected or intended by an owner or operator, or an employee of an owner or

operator.
(b) Punitive, exemplary, or multiplied damages, fines, taxes, penalties, assessments, punitive or statutory

assessments, or any civil, administrative, or criminal fines, sanctions, or penalties.
(c) A claim made by an owner or operator against any other person that is also an owner or operator of the

refined petroleum underground storage tank system.
(d) A release caused by, based upon, resulting from, or attributable to the owner's or operator's intentional,

knowing, willful, or deliberate noncompliance with any statute, regulation, ordinance, administrative
complaint, notice of violation, notice letter, executive order, or instruction of any governmental agency or
body.

(e) A release arising from the ownership, maintenance, use, or entrustment to others of any aircraft, auto,
rolling stock, or watercraft, including loading and unloading.

(f) Costs, charges, or expenses incurred by the owner or operator for goods supplied by the owner or
operator or services performed by the staff or employees of the owner or operator, or its parent, subsidiary, or
affiliate, unless the costs, charges, or expenses are incurred with the prior written approval of the authority.

(g) A release arising from any consequence, whether direct or indirect, of war, invasion, act of a foreign
enemy, act of terrorists, hostilities, whether war has been declared or not, civil war, rebellion, revolution,
insurrection or military or usurped power, strike, riot, or civil commotion.

(h) Costs arising out of the reconstruction, repair, replacement, upgrading of a refined petroleum
underground storage tank system, or any other improvements and any site enhancements or routine
maintenance on, within, or under a location.

(i) Costs arising out of the removing, replacing, or recycling of a refined petroleum underground storage
tank system or its contents.

(j) Costs, charges, or expenses incurred to investigate or verify that a confirmed release has taken place.
(k) Costs related to the injury of an employee of the owner or operator or its parent, subsidiary, or affiliate

arising out of and in the course of employment by the owner or operator or its parent, subsidiary, or affiliate
or performing duties related to the conduct of the business of the owner or operator or its parent, subsidiary,
or affiliate by a spouse, child, parent, brother, or sister of that employee. This subdivision applies whether the
owner or operator may be liable as an employer or in any other capacity and to any obligation to share
damages with or repay someone else who must pay damages because of the injury.

(l) Any obligation of the owner or operator under worker's compensation, unemployment compensation, or
disability benefits law or similar law.

(m) Any liability or claim for liability of others assumed by the owner or operator under any contract or
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person to whom the assignment or transfer is made.
(2) An owner or operator assigning or transferring an approved claim pursuant to this section shall notify

the administrator of the proposed assignment or transfer at least 10 days before the effective date of the
assignment or transfer.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014;¾Am. 2016, Act 380, Eff. Mar. 22, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21517 Repealed. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to responsibilities of owner or operator and compliance with certain requirements.

324.21518 Receiving money from authority for indemnification; request for indemnification;
approval by attorney general; records; payment.
Sec. 21518. (1) To receive money from the authority for indemnification, the owner or operator shall

submit to the administrator a request for indemnification containing the information required by the
administrator, including a copy of the judgment obtained by a third party from a court of law against the
owner or operator or the settlement entered into between the owner or operator and the third party, all
documentation supporting the reasonableness of and justification for the judgment or settlement, and work
invoices which conform to the requirements of this part. If the administrator determines that the owner or
operator is eligible for funding under this part, is eligible for the amount requested, has paid the deductible
amount, and has not exceeded the allowable amount of expenditure provided in section 21510(1)(i), and that
the work invoices are payable under this part, the administrator shall forward a copy of the request for
indemnification along with all supporting documentation to the attorney general. The attorney general shall
approve the request for indemnification if there is a legally enforceable judgment against, or settlement with,
the owner or operator that was caused by an accidental release and that is reasonable and consistent with the
purposes of this part. The attorney general may raise as a defense to the request any rights or defenses that
were or are available to the owner or operator and, in the case of a judgment, that were not heard and ruled
upon by the court. If a request for indemnification is approved by the attorney general, the authority shall pay
the indemnification amount.

(2) The administrator shall keep records of all approved requests for indemnification.
(3) The authority shall make a payment to an owner or operator for an approved indemnification request

within 30 days if sufficient money is available to make the payment.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21519 Order of payment; insufficient money available; liability of authority and state.
Sec. 21519. (1) The authority shall make payments on claims in the order in which they are received.

However, if there is insufficient money available to make payments on all approved claims, the authority shall
give notice to each owner that is eligible to submit a claim under this part advising the owners of the financial
situation and the authority shall prioritize payments based upon the risks at the site to the public health, safety,
or welfare or the environment. Payments on claims that are not funded shall be paid if revenues subsequently
become available.

(2) The authority and the state are not liable for work invoices or requests for indemnification if revenues
of the authority are insufficient to meet these claims.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21519a Legacy release program; establishment; administration; reimbursement;
conditions; request for reimbursement; form; approval by authority; "eligible person"
defined.
Sec. 21519a. (1) The department shall establish and the authority shall administer a legacy release program

as provided in this section to reimburse eligible persons for costs of corrective actions for certain historic
releases from refined petroleum underground storage tank systems. An eligible person may be reimbursed for
corrective action costs incurred if the eligible person demonstrates all of the following:

(a) The release from which the corrective action or indemnification arose was discovered and reported
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not constitute a pledge of the faith and credit of the state. All finance authority bonds and notes are payable
solely from revenues or funds pledged or available for their payment as authorized in this part. Each bond and
note shall contain on its face a statement to the effect that the authority is obligated to pay the principal of and
the interest on the bond or note only from revenues or from funds of the finance authority pledged for such
payment and that the state is not obligated to pay that principal or interest and that neither the faith and credit
nor the taxing power of the state is pledged to the payment of the principal of or the interest on the bond or
note.

(3) All expenses incurred in implementing this part are payable solely from revenues or funds provided or
to be provided under this part. This part does not authorize the finance authority to incur any indebtedness or
liability on behalf of or payable by the state.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 416, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.21528 Bonds or notes; issuance; amount; purpose; payment; provisions; validity of
signatures; sale; bonds or notes subject to other acts.
Sec. 21528. (1) The finance authority may issue from time to time bonds or notes in principal amounts the

finance authority considers necessary to provide funds for any purpose, including, but not limited to, all of the
following:

(a) The payment of approved claims under this part.
(b) The payment, funding, or refunding of the principal of, interest on, or redemption premiums on bonds

or notes issued by the finance authority whether the bonds or notes or interest to be funded or refunded have
or have not become due.

(c) The establishment or increase of reserves to secure or to pay finance authority bonds or notes or interest
on those bonds or notes.

(d) The payment of interest on the bonds or notes for a period determined by the finance authority.
(e) The payment of all other costs or expenses of the finance authority incident to and necessary or

convenient to implement its purposes and powers.
(2) The bonds or notes of the finance authority are not a general obligation of the finance authority but are

payable solely from the revenues or funds, or both, pledged to the payment of the principal of and interest on
the bonds or notes as provided in the resolution authorizing the bond or note.

(3) The bonds or notes of the finance authority:
(a) Shall be authorized by resolution of the finance authority.
(b) Shall bear the date or dates of issuance.
(c) May be issued as either tax-exempt bonds or notes or taxable bonds or notes for federal income tax

purposes.
(d) Shall be serial bonds, term bonds, or term and serial bonds.
(e) Shall mature at such time or times not exceeding 20 years from the date of issuance.
(f) May provide for sinking fund payments.
(g) May provide for redemption at the option of the finance authority for any reason or reasons.
(h) May provide for redemption at the option of the bondholder for any reason or reasons.
(i) Shall bear interest at a fixed or variable rate or rates of interest per annum or at no interest.
(j) Shall be registered bonds, coupon bonds, or both.
(k) May contain a conversion feature.
(l) May be transferable.
(m) Shall be in the form, denomination or denominations, and with such other provisions and terms as is

determined necessary or beneficial by the finance authority.
(4) If a member of the board of directors or any officer of the finance authority whose signature or

facsimile of his or her signature appears on the note, bond, or coupon ceases to be a member or officer before
the delivery of that bond or note, the signature continues to be valid and sufficient for all purposes, as if the
member or officer had remained in office until the delivery.

(5) Bonds or notes of the finance authority may be sold at a public or private sale at the time or times, at
the price or prices, and at a discount as the finance authority determines. A finance authority bond or note is
not subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821. The bond or note
of the finance authority is not required to be filed under the uniform securities act (2002), 2008 PA 551, MCL
451.2101 to 451.2703.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 181, Imd. Eff. May 3, 1996;¾Am. 2009, Act 98, Imd. Eff. Sept. 24,
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324.30101 Definitions.
Sec. 30101. As used in this part:
(a) "Bottomland" means the land area of an inland lake or stream that lies below the ordinary high-water

mark and that may or may not be covered by water.
(b) "Bulkhead line" means a line that is established pursuant to this part beyond which dredging, filling, or

construction of any kind is not allowed without a permit.
(c) "Dam" means an artificial barrier, including dikes, embankments, and appurtenant works, that

impounds, diverts, or is designed to impound or divert water.
(d) "Department" means the department of environmental quality.
(e) "Expand" means to occupy a larger area of an inland lake or stream than authorized by a permit issued

under this part for marina mooring structures and watercraft moored at the marina.
(f) "Fund" means the land and water management permit fee fund created in section 30113.
(g) "Height of the dam" means the difference in elevation measured vertically between the natural bed of

an inland lake or stream at the downstream toe of the dam, or, if it is not across a stream channel or
watercourse, from the lowest elevation of the downstream toe of the dam, to the design flood elevation or to
the lowest point of the top of the dam, whichever is less.

(h) "Impoundment" means water held back by a dam, dike, floodgate, or other barrier.
(i) "Inland lake or stream" means either of the following:
(i) An artificial or natural lake, pond, or impoundment that is a water of the United States as that term is

used in section 502(7) of the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1362.
(ii) A natural or artificial lake, pond, or impoundment; a river, stream, or creek which may or may not be

serving as a drain as defined by the drain code of 1956, 1956 PA 40, MCL 280.1 to 280.630; or any other
body of water that has definite banks, a bed, and visible evidence of a continued flow or continued occurrence
of water, including the St. Marys, St. Clair, and Detroit Rivers.

Inland lake or stream does not include the Great Lakes, Lake St. Clair, or a lake or pond that has a surface
area of less than 5 acres.

(j) "Marina" means a facility that is owned or operated by a person, extends into or over an inland lake or
stream, and offers service to the public or members of the marina for docking, loading, or other servicing of
recreational watercraft.

(k) "Minor offense" means either of the following violations of this part if the project involved in the
offense is a minor project or the department determines that restoration of the affected property is not
required:

(i) The failure to obtain a permit under this part.
(ii) A violation of a permit issued under this part.
(l) "Mooring structures" means structures used to moor watercraft, including, but not limited to, docks,

piers, pilings, mooring anchors, lines and buoys, and boat hoists.
(m) "Ordinary high-water mark" means the line between upland and bottomland that persists through

successive changes in water levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so common or
recurrent that the character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself,
the configuration of the surface of the soil, and the vegetation. On an inland lake that has a level established
by law, it means the high established level. Where water returns to its natural level as the result of the
permanent removal or abandonment of a dam, it means the natural ordinary high-water mark.

(n) "Project" means an activity that requires a permit pursuant to section 30102.
(o) "Property owners' association" means any group of organized property owners publishing a directory of

their membership, the majority of which are riparian owners and are located on the inland lake or stream that
is affected by the proposed project.

(p) "Reconfigure" means to, without expanding the marina, do either of the following:
(i) Change the location of the dock or docks and other mooring structures at the marina to occupy an area

of the inland lake or stream that was not previously authorized by a permit issued under this part.
(ii) Decrease the distance available for ingress and egress to an outside slip as described in section 30106a.
(q) "Riparian interest area" means that portion of an inland lake or stream over which a riparian owner has

an ownership interest.
(r) "Riparian owner" means a person who has riparian rights.
(s) "Riparian rights" means those rights which are associated with the ownership of the bank or shore of an

inland lake or stream.
(t) "Seasonal structure" includes any type of dock, boat hoist, ramp, raft, or other recreational structure that

is placed into an inland lake or stream and removed at the end of the boating season.
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aquatic nuisance as defined in section 3301, if the removal is accomplished by hand-pulling without using a
powered or mechanized tool and all plant fragments are removed from the water and properly disposed of on
land above the ordinary high-water mark as defined in section 30101.

(p) Raking of lake bottomlands by the riparian owner or a person authorized by the riparian owner. To
minimize effects on the lake bottomlands, the areas raked shall be unvegetated before raking and
predominantly composed of sand or pebbles, and the raking shall be performed without using a powered or
mechanized tool. For the purposes of this subdivision, the pulling of a nonpowered, nonmechanized tool with
a boat is not the use of a powered or mechanized tool.

(2) As used in this section, "water withdrawal" means the removal of water from its source for any
purpose.

(3) As used in this part, "agricultural drain" means a human-made conveyance of water that meets all of
the following requirements:

(a) Does not have continuous flow.
(b) Flows primarily as a result of precipitation-induced surface runoff or groundwater drained through

subsurface drainage systems.
(c) Serves agricultural production.
(d) Was constructed before January 1, 1973, or was constructed in compliance with this part or former

1979 PA 203.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2006;¾Am. 2009, Act 139, Imd. Eff.

Nov. 4, 2009;¾Am. 2013, Act 98, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2013;¾Am. 2014, Act 253, Imd. Eff. June 30, 2014;¾Am. 2018, Act 163, Eff. Aug.
21, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Administrative rules: R 281.811 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

Popular name: NREPA

324.30104 Application for permit; fees; refund.
Sec. 30104. (1) A person shall not undertake a project subject to this part except as authorized by a permit

issued by the department pursuant to part 13. An application for a permit shall include any information that
may be required by the department. If a project includes activities at multiple locations, 1 application may be
filed for the combined activities.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), until October 1, 2019, an application for a permit shall be
accompanied by an application fee based on an administrative cost in accordance with the following schedule:

(a) For a permit for a seasonal drawdown or associated reflooding, or both, of a dam or impoundment for
the purpose of weed control that is issued for the first time after October 9, 1995, an initial fee of $500.00
with subsequent permits for the same purpose being assessed a $50.00 fee.

(b) For activities included in a minor project category established under section 30105(7), a fee of $100.00.
(c) For activities included in a general permit category established under section 30105(8), a fee of $50.00.
(d) For construction or expansion of a marina, a fee as follows:
(i) $50.00 for an expansion of 1-10 slips to an existing permitted marina.
(ii) $100.00 for a new marina with 1-10 proposed marina slips.
(iii) $250.00 for an expansion of 11-50 slips to an existing permitted marina, plus $10.00 for each slip over

50.
(iv) $500.00 for a new marina with 11-50 proposed marina slips, plus $10.00 for each slip over 50.
(v) $1,500.00 if an existing permitted marina proposes maintenance dredging of 10,000 cubic yards or

more, unless the dredge material has been determined through testing to be 90% or more sand, or the addition
of seawalls, bulkheads, or revetments of 500 feet or more.

(e) For major projects other than a project described in subdivision (d)(v), involving any of the following, a
fee of $2,000.00:

(i) Dredging of 10,000 cubic yards or more, unless the dredge material has been determined through testing
to be 90% or more sand.

(ii) Filling of 10,000 cubic yards or more.
(iii) Seawalls, bulkheads, or revetments of 500 feet or more.
(iv) Filling or draining of 1 acre or more of wetland contiguous to a lake or stream.
(v) New dredging or upland boat basin excavation in areas of suspected contamination.
(vi) Shore projections, such as groins and underwater stabilizers, that extend 150 feet or more into a lake or

stream.
(vii) New commercial docks or wharves of 300 feet or more in length.
(viii) Stream enclosures 100 feet or more in length.
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jurisdiction of those units of government as to the placement of structures and fills in the waters unless
jurisdiction is returned to the state. In establishing a bulkhead line, the department shall provide for local
requirements and ensure the public trust in the adjacent waters against unreasonable interferences.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30109 Ordinary high-water mark agreement with riparian owner; agreement as proof of
location; fee.
Sec. 30109. Upon the written request of a riparian owner and upon payment of a service fee, the

department may enter into a written agreement with the riparian owner establishing the location of the
ordinary high-water mark for his or her property. In the absence of substantially changed conditions, the
agreement shall be conclusive proof of the location in all matters between the state and the riparian owner and
his or her successors in interest. Until October 1, 2019, the service fee provided for in this section shall be
$500.00. The department shall forward all service fees collected under this section to the state treasurer for
deposit into the fund.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 171, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9, 1995;¾Am. 1999, Act 106, Imd. Eff.
July 7, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 163, Imd. Eff. Aug. 12, 2003;¾Am. 2008, Act 276, Imd. Eff. Sept. 29, 2008;¾Am. 2011, Act 90, Imd.
Eff. July 15, 2011;¾Am. 2015, Act 76, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30110 Rules; promulgation and enforcement; hearing; review; proceeding by riparian
owner.
Sec. 30110. (1) The department may promulgate and enforce rules to implement this part.
(2) If a person is aggrieved by any action or inaction of the department, he or she may request a formal

hearing on the matter involved. The hearing shall be conducted by the commission in accordance with the
provisions for contested cases in the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of
1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(3) A determination, action, or inaction by the commission following the hearing is subject to judicial
review as provided in Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969.

(4) This section does not limit the right of a riparian owner to institute proceedings in any circuit court of
the state against any person when necessary to protect his or her rights.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Administrative rules: R 281.811 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

324.30111 Rights of riparian owner as to water frontage and exposed bottomland.
Sec. 30111. This part does not deprive a riparian owner of rights associated with his or her ownership of

water frontage. A riparian owner among other rights controls any temporarily or periodically exposed
bottomland to the water's edge, wherever it may be at any time, and holds the land secure against trespass in
the same manner as his or her upland subject to the public trust to the ordinary high-water mark.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30111b Public road end; prohibited use; violation as misdemeanor; fine; civil action;
definitions.
Sec. 30111b. (1) A public road end shall not be used for any of the following unless a recorded deed,

recorded easement, or other recorded dedication expressly provides otherwise:
(a) Construction, installation, maintenance, or use of boat hoists or boat anchorage devices.
(b) Mooring or docking of a vessel between 12 midnight and sunrise.
(c) Any activity that obstructs ingress to or egress from the inland lake or stream.
(2) A public road end shall not be used for the construction, installation, maintenance, or use of a dock or

wharf other than a single seasonal public dock or wharf that is authorized by the local unit of government,
subject to any permit required under this part. This subsection does not prohibit any use that is expressly
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(vi) Lakeplain wet prairie.
(vii) Lakeplain wet-mesic prairie.
(viii) Coastal fen.
(ix) Wet-mesic prairie.
(x) Wet prairie.
(xi) Prairie fen.
(xii) Northern fen.
(xiii) Patterned fen.
(xiv) Poor fen.
(xv) Muskeg.
(xvi) Relict conifer swamp.
(xvii) Southern floodplain forest.
(m) "Water dependent" means requiring access or proximity to or siting within an aquatic site to fulfill its

basic purpose.
(n) "Wetland" means a land or water feature, commonly referred to as a bog, swamp, or marsh, inundated

or saturated by water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances
does support, hydric soils and a predominance of wetland vegetation or aquatic life. A land or water feature is
not a wetland unless it meets any of the following:

(i) Is a water of the United States as that term is used in section 502(7) of the federal water pollution
control act, 33 USC 1362.

(ii) Is contiguous to the Great Lakes, Lake St. Clair, an inland lake or pond, or a stream. As used in this
subparagraph, "pond" does not include a farm or stock pond constructed consistent with the exemption under
section 30305(2)(g).

(iii) Is more than 5 acres in size.
(iv) Has the documented presence of an endangered or threatened species under part 365 or the endangered

species act of 1973, Public Law 93-205.
(v) Is a rare and imperiled wetland.
(2) In 2019 and every 5 years thereafter, the department of natural resources may make recommendations

to the legislature for changes in the list of rare and imperiled wetlands to reflect the status of each type of
wetland to be included on the list as rare and imperiled throughout this state.

(3) As used in section 30312f:
(a) "Altered or degraded wetland" means wetland that meets any of the following criteria:
(i) Has been partially or fully drained, such as by ditching, tiling, or pumping.
(ii) Has been partially or fully filled by direct placement of material in the wetland or significant

sedimentation.
(iii) Invasive plant species dominate in a majority of the vegetated surface area of the wetland.
(iv) Has undergone land use conversion or alteration to vegetation, soil, or hydrology that currently affects

the wetland functions and services.
(b) "Former wetland" means land that was wetland but that has been modified to the point that it no longer

has the hydrologic characteristics of wetland.
(c) "Net increase in wetland functions and services" means an increase in 1 or more wetland functions and

services with not more than a minimal decrease in other wetland functions and services.
(d) "Voluntary wetland restoration project", subject to subdivision (e), means any of the following:
(i) Activities that are voluntarily undertaken to restore, reestablish, rehabilitate, or enhance altered or

degraded wetland or former wetland and that result in a net increase in wetland functions and services.
(ii) Activities to maintain or manage sites where activities described in subparagraph (i) have taken place,

including sites restored before October 1, 1980, the effective date of former 1979 PA 203.
(e) Voluntary wetland restoration project does not include an activity undertaken to fulfill, currently or in

the future, a federal, state, or local wetland permit mitigation requirement.
(f) "Wetland functions and services" means any of the following:
(i) Wetland hydrology that approximates the predisturbance condition or that emulates the natural

condition of the wetland.
(ii) Fish and wildlife habitat quality or quantity.
(iii) Plant community quality, characterized by native vegetation types and diversity.
(iv) Water- and soil-related functions of the wetland, such as nutrient removal, sediment retention, flood

control, or groundwater recharge.
(v) Recreational use of the wetland, including, but not limited to, fishing, hunting, trapping, and

birdwatching.
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CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30303 Studies regarding wetland resources; contracts; study as public record for
distribution at cost; identification of land suitable for cranberry production activities.
Sec. 30303. (1) The department may enter into an agreement to make contracts with the federal

government, other state agencies, local units of government, private agencies, or persons for the purposes of
making studies for the efficient preservation, management, protection, and use of wetland resources. A study
shall be available as a public record for distribution at cost as provided in section 4 of the freedom of
information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.234.

(2) Within 180 days after the effective date of the 2009 amendatory act that added this subsection, the
commission of agriculture in consultation with the department of environmental quality shall identify at least
2,500 acres of land suitable for cranberry production activities. Priority shall be given to upland sites, sites
that have been drained for agricultural use and are no longer wetland, and sites that have been drained for
agricultural use and continue to be wetland. The department and the department of agriculture shall make
available to the public a map of the areas identified as provided in this section. The map is for informational
purposes and does not constitute a regulatory determination for purposes of this part.

(3) After 2,000 acres of sites identified under subsection (2) have been developed for cranberry production
activities, at least an additional 2,500 acres shall be identified as provided in subsection (2).

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Nov. 6, 2009.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of Act 120 of 2009 provides:
"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless both of the following requirements are met:
"(a) $4,000,000.00 from the cleanup and redevelopment trust fund created in section 3e of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573e, and

$4,000,000.00 from the community pollution prevention fund created in section 3f of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573f, is appropriated by the
legislature to the environmental protection fund created in section 503a of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.503a.

"(b) $2,000,000.00 is appropriated by the legislature from the environmental protection fund to support the program under part 303 of
the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30301 to 324.30329."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

324.30303b Repealed. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Oct. 1, 2012.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to implementation of pilot program to facilitate role of local units of government,

conservation districts, nonprofit organizations, and wetland professionals seeking assistance with certain proposed projects.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

324.30303d Repealed. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Oct. 1, 2012.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to pilot program for development of wetland mitigation banks, participants, and

report.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30304 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30304 Prohibited activities.
Sec. 30304. Except as otherwise provided in this part or by a permit issued by the department under this

part and pursuant to part 13, a person shall not do any of the following:
(a) Deposit or permit the placing of fill material in a wetland.
(b) Dredge, remove, or permit the removal of soil or minerals from a wetland.
(c) Construct, operate, or maintain any use or development in a wetland.
(d) Drain surface water from a wetland.
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ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30305 Activities not requiring permit under part; uses allowed without permit; farming
operation in wetland not requiring permit; incidental creation of wetland; area created as
result of commercial excavation; activities not subject to regulation; subsection (6)
inapplicable to certain lands; "agricultural drain" defined.
Sec. 30305. (1) Activities that require a permit under part 325 or part 301 or a discharge that is authorized

by a discharge permit under section 3112 or 3113 do not require a permit under this part.
(2) The following uses are allowed in a wetland without a permit subject to other laws of this state and the

owner's regulation:
(a) Fishing, trapping, or hunting.
(b) Swimming or boating.
(c) Hiking.
(d) Grazing of animals, including fencing and post placement if the fence is designed to control livestock,

does not exceed 11 feet in height, and utilizes an amount of material that does not exceed that of a woven wire
fence utilizing 6-inch vertical spacing and posts.

(e) Farming, horticulture, silviculture, lumbering, and ranching activities, including plowing, irrigation,
irrigation ditching, seeding, cultivating, minor drainage, harvesting for the production of food, fiber, and
forest products, or upland soil and water conservation practices. All of the following apply for the purposes of
this subdivision:

(i) Beginning October 1, 2013, to be allowed in a wetland without a permit, these activities shall be part of
an established ongoing farming, ranching, horticultural, or silvicultural operation. Farming and silvicultural
activities on areas lying fallow as part of a conventional rotational cycle are part of an established ongoing
operation, unless modifications to the hydrological regime or mechanized land clearing are necessary to
resume operation. Activities that bring into farming, ranching, horticultural, or silvicultural use an area not in
any of these uses, or that convert an area from a forested or silvicultural use to a farming, ranching, or
horticultural use, are not part of an established ongoing operation.

(ii) Minor drainage does not include drainage associated with the immediate or gradual conversion of a
wetland to a nonwetland, or conversion from 1 wetland use to another. Minor drainage does not include the
construction of a canal, ditch, dike, or other waterway or structure that drains or otherwise significantly
modifies a stream, lake, or wetland.

(iii) Wetland altered under this subdivision shall not be used for a purpose other than a purpose described
in this section without a permit from the department.

(f) Maintenance or operation of serviceable structures in existence on October 1, 1980 or constructed
pursuant to this part or former 1979 PA 203.

(g) Construction or maintenance of farm or stock ponds.
(h) Maintenance of an agricultural drain, regardless of outlet, if all of the following requirements are met:
(i) The maintenance includes only activities that maintain the location, depth, and bottom width of the

drain as constructed or modified at any time before July 1, 2014.
(ii) The maintenance is performed by the landowner or pursuant to the drain code of 1956, 1956 PA 40,

MCL 280.1 to 280.630.
(iii) The maintenance does not include any modification that results in additional wetland drainage or

conversion of a wetland to a use to which it was not previously subject.
(i) Maintenance of a drain that was legally established and constructed pursuant to the drain code of 1956,

1956 PA 40, MCL 280.1 to 280.630, if the drain was constructed before January 1, 1973 or under a permit
issued pursuant to this part. As used in this subdivision, "maintenance of a drain" means the physical
preservation of the location, depth, and bottom width of a drain and appurtenant structures to restore the
function and approximate capacity of the drain as constructed or modified at any time before July 1, 2014,
including the placement of spoils removed from the drain in locations along that drain where spoils have been
previously placed. Maintenance of a drain under this subdivision does not include any modification that
results in additional wetland drainage or conversion of a wetland to a use to which it was not previously
subject.

(j) Construction or maintenance of farm roads, forest roads, or temporary roads for moving mining or
forestry equipment, if the roads are constructed and maintained in a manner to ensure that any adverse effect
on the wetland will be minimized. Borrow material for road construction or maintenance shall be taken from
upland sources if feasible. In determining whether an alternative will minimize any adverse effect on the
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Sec. 30309. A local unit of government that has adopted an ordinance under section 30307(4) that
regulates wetland within its jurisdiction that is less than 2 acres in size shall comply with this section. Upon
application for a wetland use permit in a wetland that is less than 2 acres in size, the local unit of government
shall approve the permit unless the local unit of government determines that the wetland is essential to the
preservation of the natural resources of the local unit of government and provides these findings, in writing, to
the permit applicant stating the reasons for this determination. In making this determination, the local unit of
government must find that 1 or more of the following exist at the particular site:

(a) The site supports state or federal endangered or threatened plants, fish, or wildlife appearing on a list
specified in section 36505.

(b) The site represents what is identified as a locally rare or unique ecosystem.
(c) The site supports plants or animals of an identified local importance.
(d) The site provides groundwater recharge documented by a public agency.
(e) The site provides flood and storm control by the hydrologic absorption and storage capacity of the

wetland.
(f) The site provides wildlife habitat by providing breeding, nesting, or feeding grounds or cover for forms

of wildlife, waterfowl, including migratory waterfowl, and rare, threatened, or endangered wildlife species.
(g) The site provides protection of subsurface water resources and provision of valuable watersheds and

recharging groundwater supplies.
(h) The site provides pollution treatment by serving as a biological and chemical oxidation basin.
(i) The site provides erosion control by serving as a sedimentation area and filtering basin, absorbing silt

and organic matter.
(j) The site provides sources of nutrients in water food cycles and nursery grounds and sanctuaries for fish.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30310 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30310 Regulation by local unit of government of wetland less than 2 acres; revaluation
for assessment purposes; protest and appeal; judicial review; right to initiate proceedings
not limited by section.
Sec. 30310. (1) A local unit of government that adopts an ordinance authorized under section 30307(4)

shall include in the ordinance a provision that allows a landowner to request a revaluation of the affected
property for assessment purposes to determine its fair market value under the use restriction if a permit is
denied by a local unit of government for a proposed wetland use. A landowner who is aggrieved by a
determination, action, or inaction under this subsection may protest and appeal that determination, action, or
inaction pursuant to the general property tax act, Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being sections 211.1
to 211.157 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) If a permit applicant is aggrieved by a determination, action, or inaction by the local unit of government
regarding the issuance of a permit, that person may seek judicial review in the same manner as provided in the
administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to
24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(3) This section does not limit the right of a wetland owner to institute proceedings in any circuit of the
circuit court of the state against any person when necessary to protect the wetland owner's rights.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30311 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
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inspection. The department shall issue an authorization under a general permit if the conditions of the general
permit and the requirements of section 30311 are met. However, in determining whether to issue an
authorization under a general permit, the department shall not consider off-site alternatives to be feasible and
prudent alternatives.

(4) If the department determines that activity in a proposed project, although within a minor project
category or a general permit, is likely to cause more than minimal adverse effects on aquatic resources,
including high-value aquatic habitats, the department may require that the application be processed under
section 30307.

(5) The department shall coordinate general permit and minor project categories under this part and parts
301 and 325 and may develop and maintain new general permit and minor project categories consistent with
nationwide permits, as appropriate. The department may alter the scope of the activities covered under general
permit and minor project categories corresponding to nationwide permits if any adverse environmental effects
will be minimal.

(6) The department shall develop by October 1, 2013 and maintain a general permit for alteration of
wetland for blueberry farming that includes minimal drainage and earth moving if all of the following
requirements are met:

(a) The wetland will be restored when farming activities in the wetland cease.
(b) The farmed wetland is placed under conservation easement protection until the wetland is restored

when farming activities cease.
(c) Activities that convert the wetland to a nonwetland are prohibited.
(d) Roads, ditches, reservoirs, pump houses, and secondary support facilities for shipping, storage,

packaging, parking, and similar purposes are prohibited unless authorized under section 30305.
(7) By December 31, 2013, the department shall propose new general permits or minor project categories

for conversion of wetland to blueberry farming or other agriculture that includes more than minimal drainage
or earth moving.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2003, Act 14, Imd. Eff. June 5, 2003;¾Am. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Nov. 6,
2009;¾Am. 2012, Act 247, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012;¾Am. 2013, Act 98, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2013.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of Act 120 of 2009 provides:
"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless both of the following requirements are met:
"(a) $4,000,000.00 from the cleanup and redevelopment trust fund created in section 3e of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573e, and

$4,000,000.00 from the community pollution prevention fund created in section 3f of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573f, is appropriated by the
legislature to the environmental protection fund created in section 503a of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.503a.

"(b) $2,000,000.00 is appropriated by the legislature from the environmental protection fund to support the program under part 303 of
the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30301 to 324.30329."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

324.30312b Repealed. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Oct. 1, 2012.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to new or existing general permits or minor project categories equivalent to certain

nationwide permits.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30312d THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30312d Blueberry production assistance program.
Sec. 30312d. The department shall develop a blueberry production assistance program to provide wetland

delineation and preapplication services and assistance with avoidance and minimization. The department shall
coordinate this program with the department of agriculture and rural development. The department shall also
provide education and outreach on wetland regulations and agricultural activities and assist interested parties
with the development of wetland mitigation banks for the purpose of providing required compensatory
mitigation for agricultural impacts.
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voluntary wetland restoration construction activities.
(l) Construction of ancillary facilities that increase recreational access, such as a parking lot or boat ramp.

However, such ancillary facilities and their use, alone, do not constitute an increase in wetland functions and
services.

(13) All of the following apply to a voluntary wetland restoration project:
(a) A change in wetland plant communities that occurs when wetland hydrology is more fully restored

during voluntary wetland restoration activities is not considered a conversion to another aquatic habitat type.
(b) The placement of fill in an area of altered or degraded wetland is not considered a loss of wetland if

that area continues to sustain the characteristics of wetland as described in section 30301(1)(m).
(c) Voluntary wetland restoration projects or activities are not considered a major discharge as defined in

the memorandum of agreement between the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the
department under section 404 of title IV of the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1344, upon
approval by the United States Environmental Protection Agency of an amendment to the memorandum so
providing.

(14) Former wetland is not regulated under this part unless the wetland was modified in violation of this
part or former 1979 PA 203.

History: Add. 2018, Act 561, Eff. Apr. 27, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30313 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30313 Grounds for revocation or modification of general permit; grounds for termination
or modification for cause of general permit.
Sec. 30313. (1) A general permit may be revoked or modified if, after opportunity for a public hearing or a

contested case hearing under the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of
1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the department determines that the
activities authorized by the general permit have an adverse impact on the environment or the activities would
be more appropriately authorized by an individual permit.

(2) A permit may be terminated or modified for cause, including:
(a) A violation of a condition of the permit.
(b) Obtaining a permit by misrepresentation or failure to fully disclose relevant facts.
(c) A change in a condition that requires a temporary or permanent change in the activity.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30313b THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30313b Minor permit revisions.
Sec. 30313b. (1) The department may make minor revisions in a permit issued under this part if all of the

following apply:
(a) The project is in compliance with the permit and this part.
(b) The minor revisions are requested by the permittee in writing.
(c) The request is accompanied by a fee of $250.00.
(d) If the request is for a transfer of the permit, the request is accompanied by a written agreement between

the current and new owners or operators containing a specific date for transfer of responsibility, coverage, and
liability under the permit.
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Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30316 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30316 Civil action; commencement; request; venue; jurisdiction; violations; civil fines
and penalties; restoration of wetland; award of attorney fees.
Sec. 30316. (1) The attorney general may commence a civil action for appropriate relief, including

injunctive relief upon request of the department under section 30315(1). An action under this subsection may
be brought in the circuit court for the county of Ingham or for a county in which the defendant is located,
resides, or is doing business. The court has jurisdiction to restrain the violation and to require compliance with
this part. In addition to any other relief granted under this section, the court may impose a civil fine of not
more than $10,000.00 per day of violation. A person who violates an order of the court is subject to a civil
fine not to exceed $10,000.00 for each day of violation.

(2) A person who violates this part is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than
$2,500.00.

(3) A person who willfully or recklessly violates a condition or limitation in a permit issued by the
department under this part, or a corporate officer who has knowledge of or is responsible for a violation, is
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than $2,500.00 or more than $25,000.00 per day of
violation or by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or both. A person who commits a violation described
in this section a second or subsequent time is guilty of a felony punishable by a fine of not more than
$50,000.00 for each day of violation or by imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or both.

(4) In addition to the civil fines and penalties provided under subsections (1), (2), and (3), the court may
order a person who violates this part to restore as nearly as possible the wetland that was affected by the
violation to its original condition immediately before the violation. The restoration may include the removal
of fill material deposited in the wetland or the replacement of soil, sand, or minerals.

(5) The award of attorney fees in a civil action under this part is subject to applicable provisions of chapter
24 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 235, MCL 600.2401 to 600.2461. However, regardless of
whether this state's position was substantially justifiable, reasonable expert professional witness fees, as
determined by the court, shall be awarded to a landowner that prevails against this state on the issue of
whether the landowner's property is wetland.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2018, Act 631, Eff. Mar. 29, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30317 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30317 Disposition of fees and civil fines; expenditures; report.
Sec. 30317. (1) The civil fines collected under this part shall be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit

in the general fund of the state. The fees collected under this part shall be deposited in the land and water
management permit fee fund created in section 30113.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to fines or fees collected under an ordinance adopted under section
30307(4).

(3) Subject to section 30113, the department shall expend money from the land and water management
permit fee fund, upon appropriation, to support guidance for property owners and applicants, permit
processing, compliance inspections, and enforcement activities under this part. Not more than 90 days after
the end of each state fiscal year, the department shall prepare a report describing how money from the land
and water management permit fee fund was expended during that fiscal year and shall submit the report to the
standing committees of the house of representatives and the senate that primarily address issues pertaining to
the protection of natural resources and the environment, and the appropriations committees in the house of
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"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless both of the following requirements are met:
"(a) $4,000,000.00 from the cleanup and redevelopment trust fund created in section 3e of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573e, and

$4,000,000.00 from the community pollution prevention fund created in section 3f of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573f, is appropriated by the
legislature to the environmental protection fund created in section 503a of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.503a.

"(b) $2,000,000.00 is appropriated by the legislature from the environmental protection fund to support the program under part 303 of
the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30301 to 324.30329."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

***** 324.30328 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40 
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g) 
AND (h).  (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) ***** 

324.30328 Applicability to "navigable waters" and "waters of the United States" as defined
under federal law.
Sec. 30328. For the purposes of this part, the powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities exercised by

the department because of federal approval of Michigan's permit program under section 404(g) and (h) of the
federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1344, apply only to "navigable waters" and "waters of the United
States" as defined under section 502(7) of the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1362, and further
refined by federally promulgated rules and court decisions that have the full effect and force of federal law.
Determining whether additional regulation is necessary to protect Michigan waters beyond the scope of
federal law is the responsibility of the Michigan legislature based on its determination of what is in the best
interest of the citizens of this state.

History: Add. 2013, Act 98, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30329 Repealed. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Apr. 1, 2013.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to the wetland advisory council.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Wetland Protection Act

PART 305
NATURAL RIVERS

324.30501 Definitions.
Sec. 30501. As used in this part:
(a) “Free flowing” means existing or flowing in natural condition without impoundment, diversion,

straightening, riprapping, or other modification.
(b) “Natural river” means a river that has been designated by the department for inclusion in the wild,

scenic, and recreational rivers system.
(c) “River” means a flowing body of water or a portion or tributary of a flowing body of water, including

streams, creeks, or impoundments and small lakes thereon.
(d) “System” means all of those rivers or portions of rivers designated under this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30502 Natural river; designation; purpose; long-range plans; publicity; cooperation.
Sec. 30502. The department, in the interest of the people of the state and future generations, may designate

a river or portion of a river as a natural river area for the purpose of preserving and enhancing its values for
water conservation, its free flowing condition, and its fish, wildlife, boating, scenic, aesthetic, floodplain,
ecologic, historic, and recreational values and uses. The area shall include adjoining or related lands as
appropriate to the purposes of the designation. The department shall prepare and adopt a long-range
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preparation of the long-range comprehensive plan, the department may determine that the uses of land along
the river, except within the limits of an incorporated municipality, shall be controlled by zoning contributing
to accomplishment of the purposes of this part and the natural river plan. County and township governments
are encouraged to establish these zoning controls and additional controls as may be appropriate, including, but
not limited to, building and subdivision controls. The department may provide advisory, planning, and
cooperative assistance in the drafting of ordinances to establish these controls. If the local unit does not,
within 1 year after notice from the department, have in full force and effect a zoning ordinance or interim
zoning ordinance established under authority of the acts cited in section 30510, the department, on its own
motion, may promulgate a zoning rule in accordance with section 30512. A zoning rule may also be
promulgated if the department finds that an adopted or existing zoning ordinance fails to meet adequately
guidelines consistent with this part as provided by the department and transmitted to the local units concerned,
does not take full cognizance of the purposes and objectives of this part, or is not in accord with the purposes
of designation of the river as established by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30508 Zoning ordinance or rule; purpose.
Sec. 30508. A zoning ordinance adopted by a local unit of government or a zoning rule promulgated by the

department shall provide for the protection of the river and its related land resources consistent with the
preservation and enhancement of their values and the objectives set forth in section 30502. The ordinance or
rule shall protect the interest of the people of the state as a whole. It shall take cognizance of the
characteristics of the land and water concerned, surrounding development, and existing uses and provide for
conservation of soil, water, stream bed and banks, floodplains, and adjoining uplands.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30509 Zoning ordinance or rule; establishment of districts; powers; distance.
Sec. 30509. The ordinance or rule shall establish zoning districts within which such uses of land as for

agriculture, forestry, recreation, residence, industry, commerce, and additional uses may be encouraged,
regulated, or prohibited. It may limit or prohibit the placement of structures of any class or designate their
location with relation to the water's edge, to property or subdivision lines, and to flood flows and may limit
the subdivision of lands for platting purposes. It may control the location and design of highways and roads
and of public utility transmission and distribution lines, except on lands or other interests in real property
owned by the utility on January 1, 1971. It may prohibit or limit the cutting of trees or other vegetation, but
such limits shall not apply for a distance of more than 100 feet from the river's edge. It may specifically
prohibit or limit mining and drilling for oil and gas, but such limits shall not apply for a distance of more than
300 feet from the river's edge. It may contain other provisions necessary to accomplish the objectives of this
part. A zoning rule promulgated by the department shall not control lands more than 400 feet from the river's
edge.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30510 Local zoning ordinance; conformance with applicable law; construction.
Sec. 30510. A local unit of government, in establishing a zoning ordinance, in addition to the authority and

requirements of this part, shall conform to the township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, MCL 125.271 to 125.310,
or the county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, MCL 125.201 to 125.240, including, but not limited to, the variance
provisions of those acts. Any conflict shall be resolved in favor of the provisions of this part. The powers
granted under this part shall be liberally construed in favor of the local unit or the department exercising them,
in such manner as to promote the orderly preservation or enhancement of the values of the rivers and related
land resources and their use in accordance with a long-range comprehensive general plan to ensure the
greatest benefit to the state as a whole.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 17, Imd. Eff. Mar. 8, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.30511 Districts; valuation for tax purposes.
Sec. 30511. Upon adoption of a zoning ordinance or rule, certified copies of the maps showing districts

shall be filed with the local tax assessing officer and the state tax commission. In establishing true cash value
of property within the districts zoned, the assessing officer shall take cognizance of the effect of limits on use
established by the ordinance or rule.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30512 Rules; enforcement; promulgation; variance; existing use.
Sec. 30512. (1) The department shall prescribe administrative procedures and rules and provide personnel

as it considers necessary for the enforcement of a zoning ordinance or rule enacted in accordance with this
part. A circuit court, upon petition and a showing by the department that there exists a violation of a rule
properly promulgated under this part, shall issue any necessary order to the defendant to correct the violation
or to restrain the defendant from further violation of the rule.

(2) The department shall promulgate a zoning rule to implement this part. The rule shall include
procedures for receiving and acting upon applications from local units of government or landowners for
change of boundaries or change in permitted uses in accordance with chapter 4 of the administrative
procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.271 to 24.287. An aggrieved party may seek judicial review
under chapter 6 of the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.301 to 24.306.

(3) A variance from a zoning rule promulgated by the department to implement this part may be applied
for and granted pursuant to section 4 of the uniform condemnation procedures act, 1980 PA 87, MCL 213.54,
and the variance provisions of the zoning rule.

(4) The lawful use of any building or structure and of any land or premise as existing and lawful at the time
of enactment of a zoning ordinance or rule or of an amendment of a zoning ordinance or rule may be
continued although the use does not conform with the ordinance, rule, or amendment. The ordinance or rule
shall provide for the completion, restoration, reconstruction, extension, or substitution of nonconforming uses
upon reasonable terms as set forth in the zoning ordinance or rule.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 17, Imd. Eff. Mar. 8, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30513 National wild and scenic river system; administration.
Sec. 30513. This part does not preclude a component of the system from becoming a part of the national

wild and scenic river system under the wild and scenic rivers act, Public Law 90-542, 16 U.S.C. 1271 to 1287.
The department may enter into written cooperative agreements for joint federal-state administration of rivers
that may be designated under the wild and scenic rivers act.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30514 Area plans; approval; rules.
Sec. 30514. The department shall approve preliminary and final plans for site or route location,

construction, or enlargement of utility transmission lines, publicly provided recreation facilities, access sites,
highways, roads, bridges, or other structures and for publicly developed water management projects, within a
designated natural river area, except within the limits of a city or incorporated village. The department may
require any measure necessary to control damaging erosion or flow alteration during or in consequence of
construction. The department shall promulgate rules concerning the approvals and requirements provided for
in this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30515 Construction of part.
Sec. 30515. This part does not prohibit a reasonable and lawful use of any other natural resource that

benefits the general welfare of the people of this state and that is not inconsistent with the purpose of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 307
INLAND LAKE LEVELS

324.30701 Definitions.
Sec. 30701. As used in this part:
(a) “Commissioner” means the county drain commissioner or the county road commission in counties not

having a drain commissioner, and, if more than 1 county is involved, each of the drain commissioners or drain
commissioner and road commission in counties having no drain commissioner.

(b) “County board” means the county board of commissioners, and if more than 1 county is involved, the
boards of commissioners of each of those counties.

(c) “Court” means a circuit court, and if more than 1 judicial circuit is involved, the circuit court
designated by the county board or otherwise authorized by law to preside over an action.

(d) “Dam” means an artificial barrier, structure, or facility, and appurtenant works, used to regulate or
maintain the level of an inland lake.

(e) “Delegated authority” means the county drain commissioner or any other person designated by the
county board to perform duties required under this part.

(f) “Inland lake” means a natural or artificial lake, pond, impoundment, or a part of 1 of those bodies of
water. Inland lake does not include the Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair.

(g) “Interested person” means the department and a person who has a record interest in the title to, right of
ingress to, or reversionary right to land that would be affected by a permanent change in the natural or normal
level of an inland lake.

(h) “Normal level” means the level or levels of the water of an inland lake that provide the most benefit to
the public; that best protect the public health, safety, and welfare; that best preserve the natural resources of
the state; and that best preserve and protect the value of property around the lake. A normal level shall be
measured and described as an elevation based on national geodetic vertical datum.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Land and Water Management
Division, with the exception of the farmland and open space preservation program, natural rivers program, and Michigan information
resource inventory system, to the Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at
MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30702 Determination of normal inland lake level; motion or petition to initiate action;
delegation of powers and duties by county board; maintenance.
Sec. 30702. (1) The county board of a county in which an inland lake is located may upon the board's own

motion, or shall within 45 days following receipt of a petition to the board of 2/3 of the owners of lands
abutting the inland lake, initiate action to take the necessary steps to cause to be determined the normal level
of the inland lake.

(2) Unless required to act by resolution as provided in this part, the county board may delegate powers and
duties under this part to that county's commissioner, road commission, or other delegated authority.

(3) If a court-determined normal level is established pursuant to this part, the delegated authority of the
county or counties in which the lake is located shall maintain that normal level.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Land and Water Management
Division, with the exception of the farmland and open space preservation program, natural rivers program, and Michigan information
resource inventory system, to the Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at
MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30703 Preliminary study; costs; contents of study.
Sec. 30703. (1) Before proceeding on a motion made or a petition filed under section 30702, the county

board may require that a preliminary study be conducted by a licensed professional engineer. The county
board, by resolution, may require a cash payment from the petitioners sufficient to cover the actual
preliminary study costs or of $10,000.00, whichever is less.
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prosecuting attorney or other legal counsel of the county or counties or the department shall give notice of the
hearing by publication in 1 or more newspapers of general circulation in the county and, if the waters of the
inland lake are situated in 2 or more counties, in 1 or more newspapers of general circulation in each of the
counties in which the inland lake is located. The notice shall be published at least once each week for 3
successive weeks before the date set for the hearing.

(2) The commissioner shall serve a copy of the published notice of hearing by first-class mail at least 3
weeks prior to the date set for the hearing to each person whose name appears upon the latest city or township
tax assessment roll as owning land within a tentative special assessment district at the address shown on the
roll; to the governing body of each political subdivision of the state in which the lake is located; and to the
governing body of each affected political subdivision of the state. If an address does not appear on the roll,
then a notice need not be mailed to the person. The commissioner shall make an affidavit of mailing. The
failure to receive a notice properly mailed shall not constitute a jurisdictional defect invalidating proceedings
under this part.

(3) The prosecuting attorney or the legal counsel of the county shall serve notice on the department at least
21 days prior to the date of the hearing.

(4) In a determination of the normal level of an inland lake, the court shall consider all of the following:
(a) Past lake level records, including the ordinary high-water mark and seasonal fluctuations.
(b) The location of septic tanks, drain fields, sea walls, docks, and other pertinent physical features.
(c) Government surveys and reports.
(d) The hydrology of the watershed.
(e) Downstream flow requirements and impacts on downstream riparians.
(f) Fisheries and wildlife habitat protection and enhancement.
(g) Upstream drainage.
(h) Rights of riparians.
(i) Testimony and evidence offered by all interested persons.
(j) Other pertinent facts and circumstances.
(5) The court shall determine the normal level to be established and maintained, shall have continuing

jurisdiction, and may provide for departure from the normal level as necessary to accomplish the purposes of
this part. The court shall confirm the special assessment district boundaries within 60 days following the lake
level determination. The court may determine that the normal level shall vary seasonally.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30708 Maintenance of normal level; acquisition by gift, grant, purchase, or
condemnation; contract for operation and maintenance of existing dam; dam in adjoining
county; operation of pumps and wells.
Sec. 30708. (1) After the court determines the normal level of an inland lake in a proceeding initiated by

the county, the delegated authority of any county or counties in which the inland lake is located shall provide
for and maintain that normal level.

(2) A county may acquire, in the name of the county, by gift, grant, purchase, or condemnation
proceedings, an existing dam that may affect the normal level of the inland lake, sites for dams, or rights in
land needed or convenient in order to implement this part. A county may enter into a contract for operation
and maintenance of an existing dam. The county may construct and maintain a dam that is determined by the
delegated authority to be necessary for the purpose of maintaining the normal level. A dam may be acquired,
constructed, or maintained in a county adjoining the county in which the lake is located.

(3) For the purpose of maintaining the normal level, a delegated authority may drill wells or pump water
from another source to supply an inland lake with additional water, may lower the level of the lake by
pumping water from the lake, and may purchase power to operate pumps, wells, or other devices installed as
part of a normal level project.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30709 Powers of department.
Sec. 30709. (1) After the court determines the normal level of an inland lake in a proceeding initiated by

the department, the department may provide for and maintain that normal level.
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History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30714 Special assessment roll; public hearing; notice; approval; appeal.
Sec. 30714. (1) A special assessment roll shall describe the parcels of land to be assessed, the name of the

owner of each parcel, if known, and the dollar amount of the assessment against each parcel.
(2) The delegated authority shall set a time and place for a public hearing or hearings on the project cost

and the special assessment roll. Notice of a hearing shall be by both of the following:
(a) By publication of notice at least twice prior to the hearing in a newspaper that circulates in the special

assessment district, the first publication to be at least 10 days before the hearing.
(b) As provided in Act No. 162 of the Public Acts of 1962, being sections 211.741 to 211.746 of the

Michigan Compiled Laws.
(3) At or after a public hearing, the delegated authority may approve or revise the cost of the project or the

special assessment roll. Before construction of a project is begun, the county board shall approve the cost and
the special assessment roll by resolution.

(4) The special assessment roll with the assessments listed shall be final and conclusive unless appealed in
a court within 15 days after county board approval.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30715 Assessment payments; installments; amount; interest, penalty, and collection;
lien; preliminary study payment credited.
Sec. 30715. (1) The county board may provide that assessments under this part are payable in installments.
(2) Assessment payments shall be sufficient to meet bond and note obligations of the special assessment

district.
(3) Special assessments under this part shall be spread upon the county tax rolls, and shall be subject to the

same interest and penalty charges and shall be collected in the same manner as county taxes.
(4) From the date of approval of the special assessment roll by the county board, a special assessment

under this part shall constitute a lien on the parcel assessed. The lien shall be of the same character and effect
as a lien created for county taxes.

(5) A payment for the cost of the preliminary study under section 30703 shall be credited against an
assessment for the amount of the payment made by the person assessed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30716 Bonds and notes; issuance.
Sec. 30716. With approval of the county board and subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA

34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821, the district may issue bonds or notes that shall be payable by special
assessments under this part. Bonds or notes shall not be issued exceeding the cost of the lake level project that
is being financed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 216, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30717 Acceptance and repayment of advance.
Sec. 30717. The delegated authority may accept the advance of work, material, or money in connection

with a normal level project. The obligation to repay an advance out of special assessments under this part may
be evidenced by a note or contract. Notes and contracts issued under this section are subject to the revised
municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 217, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30718 Dam construction or maintenance; plans and specifications; approval by
department; bids; work relief project.

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 663 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



begins. The department shall review and approve or reject the plans and specifications within 30 days after
they are received by the department. If the plans and specifications are rejected, the department shall propose
changes in the plans and specifications that would result in their approval by the department. If the dam is in
imminent danger of failure, the department may order an immediate lowering of the lake level until necessary
repair or replacement is complete.

(3) A person failing to comply with this section, or falsely representing dam conditions, is guilty of
misconduct in office.

(4) If an inspection discloses the necessity for maintenance or repair, the delegated authority, without
approval of the county board, may spend not more than $10,000.00 annually for maintenance and repair of
each lake level project. An expenditure of more than $10,000.00 annually shall be approved by resolution of
the county board.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30723 Other requirements not abrogated.
Sec. 30723. This part does not abrogate the requirements of other state statutes.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 309
INLAND LAKE IMPROVEMENTS

324.30901 Definitions.
Sec. 30901. As used in this part:
(a) “Benefit” or “benefits” means advantages resulting from a project to public corporations, the

inhabitants of public corporations, the inhabitants of this state, and property within public corporations.
Benefit includes benefits that result from elimination of pollution and elimination of flood damage,
elimination of water conditions that jeopardize the public health or safety; increase of the value or use of
lands and property arising from improving a lake or lakes as a result of the lake project and the improvement
or development of a lake for conservation of fish and wildlife and the use, improvement, or development of a
lake for fishing, wildlife, boating, swimming, or any other recreational, agricultural, or conservation uses.

(b) “Inland lake” means a public inland lake or a private inland lake.
(c) “Interested person” means a person who has a record interest in the title to, right of ingress to, or

reversionary right to a piece or parcel of land that would be affected by a permanent change in the bottomland
of a natural or artificial, public or private inland lake, or adjacent wetland. In all cases, whether having such
an interest or not, the department is an interested person.

(d) “Local governing body” means the legislative body of a local unit of government.
(e) “Preliminary costs” includes costs of the engineering feasibility report, economic study, estimate of

total cost, and cost of setting up the assessment district.
(f) “Private inland lake” means an inland lake other than a public inland lake.
(g) “Public inland lake” means a lake that is accessible to the public by publicly owned lands or highways

contiguous to publicly owned lands or by the bed of a stream, except the Great Lakes and connecting waters.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30902 Petition for improvement of lake or wetland; local governing bodies' powers; lake
boards.
Sec. 30902. (1) The local governing body of any local unit of government in which the whole or any part

of the waters of any public inland lake is situated, upon its own motion or by petition of 2/3 of the freeholders
owning lands abutting the lake, for the protection of the public health, welfare, and safety and the
conservation of the natural resources of this state, or to preserve property values around a lake, may provide
for the improvement of a lake, or adjacent wetland, and may take steps necessary to remove and properly
dispose of undesirable accumulated materials from the bottom of the lake or wetland by dredging, ditching,
digging, or other related work.

(2) Upon receipt of the petition or upon its own motion, the local governing body within 60 days shall set
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Where local ordinances and charters conflict, this part shall govern.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30907 Lake improvement; initiation by department.
Sec. 30907. If the department considers it expedient, in accordance with section 30902, to have a lake

dredged or improved, the department may petition the local governing body or governing bodies in which the
lake is located for an improvement of the lake. The department may also join with the local governing body of
any local unit of government in instituting proceedings for improvements as set forth in this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30908 Lake board; determination of scope of project; establishment of special
assessment districts; ministerial duties.
Sec. 30908. The lake board, when instructed by resolution of the local governing body, shall determine the

scope of the project and shall establish a special assessment district, including within the special assessment
district all parcels of land and local units which will be benefited by the improvement of the lake. The local
governing body may delegate to the lake board other ministerial duties including preparation, assembling, and
computation of statistical data for use by the board and the superintending, construction, and maintenance of
any project under this part, as the local governing body considers necessary.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30909 Engineering and economic reports; cost estimates.
Sec. 30909. (1) The lake board shall retain a licensed professional engineer to prepare an engineering

feasibility report, an economic study report, and an estimate of cost. The report shall include, when
applicable, recommendations for normal lake levels and the methods for maintaining those levels.

(2) The engineering feasibility report shall include the methods proposed to implement the recommended
improvements, such as dredging, removal, disposal, and disposal areas for undesirable materials from the
lake. The report shall include an investigation of the groundwater conditions and possible effects on lake
levels from removal of bottom materials. A study of existing nutrients and an estimate of possible future
conditions shall be included. Estimate of costs of right-of-way shall be included.

(3) The estimate of cost prepared under subsection (1) shall show probable assessments for the project. The
economic report shall analyze the existing local tax structure and the effects of the proposed assessments on
the local units of government involved. A copy of the report shall be furnished to each member of the lake
board.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30910 Review of reports by board; determinations of practicability; public hearings;
notice; determination.
Sec. 30910. Within 60 days after his or her receipt of the reports, the chairperson shall hold a meeting of

the lake board to review the reports required under section 30909 and to determine the practicability of the
project. The hearing shall be public, and notice of the hearing shall be published twice in a newspaper of
general circulation in each local unit of government to be affected. The first publication shall be not less than
20 days prior to the time of the hearing. The board shall determine the practicability of the project within 10
days after the hearing unless it is determined at the hearing that more information is needed before the
determination can be made. Immediately upon receipt of the additional information, the board shall make its
determination.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.30911 County contributions toward costs of improvement.
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Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31302 Request for surveys; utilization of reports.
Sec. 31302. Any board or group of boards or local unit or units acting singly or in concert may request the

department to undertake a survey of the water in a river basin or watershed located or partially located in the
county or counties or in the local unit or units of government to determine whether there is surplus water that
may be available and, if so, how it may be best impounded, utilized, and conserved. All studies, surveys, and
reports made by public and other competent authorities may be utilized by the department in making this
determination.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31303 Request for surveys; involvement of other boards.
Sec. 31303. If it appears to the department, after a review of the request, that a feasible plan for the

impoundment, utilization, and conservation of surplus water will involve the water in counties or local units
other than those making the request, the department shall so inform the requestors. If the request was
originally made by a local unit only, the board of the county in which the local unit is situated shall be
informed of the decision of the department; and unless the board joins in the request and becomes an
originator of the request, the department shall discontinue any further work on the survey. The requesting
board may then request the other boards to join in the request so that a complete survey of the surplus water
located in all affected counties may be made. Refusal on the part of any of the other boards to join in the
request shall be reported to the department, and if the department believes that the plan can be effectuated
without the cooperation of the refusing boards, the department shall enter a decision to that effect and the
boards requesting the survey may proceed in accordance with this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31304 Request for surveys; determination of optimum flow; plan for improvement,
utilization, and conservation of surplus water; factors; limitations.
Sec. 31304. (1) Upon receipt of a request, the department shall determine the optimum flow for the rivers

and streams that may be substantially affected by the impounding and releasing of surplus water and upon its
completion shall require the boards to prepare and submit to the department a plan for the impoundment, best
utilization, and conservation of the surplus water in accordance with this part. The department shall cooperate
and collaborate with the boards in the preparation of the plan. The plan shall specify the persons who may
make use of the water and the terms, conditions, and restrictions under which the water may be used.

(2) In making the determination of optimum flow and in preparing the plan, the department and boards
shall consider the following factors:

(a) The range of stream flow variation.
(b) The uses that are being made of the water from the stream or that may be made in the foreseeable

future by any riparian owner.
(c) The stream's waste assimilation capacity and its practical utility for domestic use, fish and wildlife

habitat, recreation, municipal and industrial water supply, commercial and recreational navigation, including
portages, public and private utilities, and water storage purposes.

(d) Other factors that appear to the department to be necessary to adequately protect and preserve the rights
of riparians on the streams involved.

(3) A plan shall not permit the impounding of water if the flow is below the optimum flow. This part does
not authorize the diversion of water from 1 watershed to another.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31305 Public hearing; determination of optimum flow; notice; order; review.
Sec. 31305. (1) Before making a determination of optimum flow, the department shall hold a public

hearing on the issue. The department shall set the time and place for the public hearing and shall publish
notice of the hearing. The hearing shall be held not less than 180 days after the date of the first publication.
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and is derived from the combination of hydrologic runoff parameters and the half probable maximum storm
that produces the maximum runoff.

(8) “Half probable maximum storm” means the spatial and temporal distribution of the probable maximum
precipitation, divided by 2, that produces the maximum volume of precipitation over a watershed.

(9) “Hazard potential classification” means a reference to the potential for loss of life, property damage,
and environmental damage in the area downstream of a dam in the event of failure of the dam or appurtenant
works.

(10) “Height” means the difference in elevation measured vertically between the natural bed of a stream or
watercourse at the downstream toe of the dam, or, if it is not across a stream channel or watercourse, from the
lowest elevation of the downstream toe of the dam, to the design flood elevation or to the lowest point of the
top of the dam, whichever is less.

(11) “High hazard potential dam” means a dam located in an area where a failure may cause serious
damage to inhabited homes, agricultural buildings, campgrounds, recreational facilities, industrial or
commercial buildings, public utilities, main highways, or class I carrier railroads, or where environmental
degradation would be significant, or where danger to individuals exists with the potential for loss of life.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31504 Definitions; I to P.
Sec. 31504. (1) “Impoundment” means the water held back by a dam.
(2) “Low hazard potential dam” means a dam located in an area where failure may cause damage limited to

agriculture, uninhabited buildings, structures, or township or county roads, where environmental degradation
would be minimal, and where danger to individuals is slight or nonexistent.

(3) “Maintenance” means the upkeep of a dam and its appurtenant works but does not include alterations
or repairs.

(4) “One-hundred year flood” means a flood that has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any
given year.

(5) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, controls, operates, maintains, manages, or proposes to
construct a dam.

(6) “Probable maximum precipitation” means the theoretically greatest depth of precipitation for a given
duration that is physically possible over a given size storm area at a particular geographic location at a certain
time of year.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31505 Definitions; R to T.
Sec. 31505. (1) “Removal” means the physical elimination of a dam or impoundment.
(2) “Repair” means to substantially restore a dam to its original condition and includes only such

restoration as may directly affect the structural integrity of the dam.
(3) “Riparian owner” means a person who has riparian rights.
(4) “Riparian rights” means rights which accrue by operation of law to a landowner on the banks of an

inland lake or stream.
(5) “Significant hazard potential dam” means a dam located in an area where its failure may cause damage

limited to isolated inhabited homes, agricultural buildings, structures, secondary highways, short line
railroads, or public utilities, where environmental degradation may be significant, or where danger to
individuals exists.

(6) “Spillway” means a waterway in or about a dam designed for the discharge of water.
(7) “Spillway capacity” means the maximum rate of discharge that will pass through a spillway at design

flood elevation.
(8) “Two-hundred year flood” means a flood that has a 0.5% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any

given year.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31506 Jurisdiction of dams and impoundments; exemptions.
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laws of this state.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 317
AQUIFER PROTECTION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION

324.31701 Definitions.
Sec. 31701. As used in this part:
(a) "Agricultural well" means a high-capacity well that is located on a farm and is used for an agricultural

purpose as that term is defined in section 32701.
(b) "Complaint" means a complaint submitted under section 31702 alleging a potential groundwater

dispute.
(c) "Construction" means the process of building a building, road, utility, or another structure, including all

of the following:
(i) Assembling materials.
(ii) Disassembling and removing a structure.
(iii) Preparing the construction site.
(iv) Work related to any of the items described in subparagraphs (i) to (iii).
(d) "Department" means the department of environmental quality.
(e) "Dewatering well" means a well or pump that is used to remove water from a mining operation or that

is used for a limited time period as part of a construction project to remove or pump water from a surface or
subsurface area and ceases to be used upon completion of the construction project or shortly after completion
of the construction project.

(f) "Director" means the director of the department or his or her designee.
(g) "Farm" means that term as it is defined in section 2 of the Michigan right to farm act, 1981 PA 93,

MCL 286.472.
(h) "Fund" means the aquifer protection revolving fund created in section 31710.
(i) "Groundwater" means the water in the zone of saturation that fills all of the pore spaces of the

subsurface geologic material.
(j) "Groundwater dispute" means a groundwater dispute declared by order of the director or the director of

the department of agriculture and rural development under section 31703.
(k) "High-capacity well" means 1 or more water wells associated with an industrial or processing facility,

an irrigation facility, or a farm that, in the aggregate from all sources and by all methods, have the capability
of withdrawing 100,000 or more gallons of groundwater in 1 day.

(l) "Local health department" means that term as it is defined in section 1105 of the public health code,
1978 PA 368, MCL 333.1105.

(m) "Owner of a high-capacity well" means the person that owns or controls the parcel of property where a
high-capacity well is located.

(n) "Owner of a small-quantity well" means the person that owns or controls the parcel of property where a
small-capacity well is located.

(o) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or other legal
entity.

(p) "Potable water" means water that at the point of use is acceptable for human consumption.
(q) "Small-quantity well" means 1 or more water wells of a person at the same location that, in the

aggregate from all sources and by all methods, do not have the capability of withdrawing 100,000 or more
gallons of groundwater in 1 day.

(r) "Water well" means an opening in the surface of the earth, however constructed, that is used for the
purpose of withdrawing groundwater. Water well does not include a drain as defined in section 3 of the drain
code of 1956, 1956 PA 40, MCL 280.3.

(s) "Well drilling contractor" means a well drilling contractor registered under part 127 of the public health
code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.12701 to 333.12771.

History: Add. 2012, Act 602, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013;¾Am. 2013, Act 86, Imd. Eff. June 28, 2013.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.31701, which pertained to definitions used in part, was repealed by Act 176 of 2009, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 15, 2009.

Popular name: Act 451
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small-quantity well and an immediate temporary provision of an adequate supply of potable water has not
been provided to the complainant by the owner of the high-capacity well.

(b) If there is clear and convincing scientifically based evidence that continued groundwater withdrawals
from the high-capacity well will exceed the recharge capability of the groundwater resource of the area.

(3) In issuing an order under subsection (2), the director or the director of the department of agriculture and
rural development, as appropriate, shall consider the impact the order will have on the viability of a business
associated with the high-capacity well or other use of the high-capacity well.

(4) If an operator of a high-capacity well withdraws water by a means other than pumping, the director or
the director of the department of agriculture and rural development, as appropriate, may, by order, temporarily
restrict the quantity of groundwater that may be extracted only if the conditions of subsection (2)(a) or (b)
have not been met.

(5) The director or the director of the department of agriculture and rural development, as appropriate, shall
not issue an order that diminishes the normal supply of drinking water or the capability for fire suppression of
a public water supply system owned or operated by a local unit of government.

History: Add. 2012, Act 602, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013;¾Am. 2013, Act 86, Imd. Eff. June 28, 2013.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.31705, which pertained to duties of director upon issuance of order declaring groundwater
dispute, was repealed by Act 176 of 2009, Imd. Eff. Dec. 15, 2009.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31706 Compensation; conditions.
Sec. 31706. If a groundwater dispute has been declared, the owner of a high-capacity well shall, subject to

an order of the director or the director of the department of agriculture and rural development, as appropriate,
provide timely and reasonable compensation as provided in section 31707 if there is a failure or substantial
impairment of a small-quantity well and the following conditions exist:

(a) The failure or substantial impairment was caused by the groundwater withdrawals of the high-capacity
well.

(b) The small-quantity well was constructed prior to February 14, 1967 or, if the small-quantity well was
constructed on or after February 14, 1967, the well was constructed in compliance with part 127 of the public
health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.12701 to 333.12771.

History: Add. 2012, Act 602, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013;¾Am. 2013, Act 86, Imd. Eff. June 28, 2013.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.31706, which pertained to duty of owner of high-capacity well to provide compensation if there
is substantial impairment of small-quantity well and certain other conditions exist, was repealed by Act 176 of 2009, Imd. Eff. Dec. 15,
2009.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.31707 Compensation; requirements.
Sec. 31707. (1) Timely and reasonable compensation under section 31706 consists of and is limited to

either or both of the following:
(a) The reimbursement of expenses reasonably incurred by the complainant beginning 30 days prior to the

date on which a complaint was made under section 31702 in doing the following:
(i) Paying for the cost of conducting a well assessment to determine that the small-quantity well and the

well's equipment were functioning properly at the time of the failure.
(ii) Paying for the cost of obtaining an immediate temporary provision at the prior point of use of an

adequate supply of potable water.
(iii) Obtaining 1 of the following:
(A) The restoration of the affected small-quantity well to the well's normal supply of water.
(B) The permanent provision at the point of use of an alternative potable supply of equal quantity.
(b) If an adequate remedy is not achievable under subdivision (a), the restriction or scheduling of the

groundwater withdrawals of the high-capacity well so that the affected small-quantity well continues to
produce either of the following:

(i) The well's normal supply of water.
(ii) The normal supply of potable water if the well normally furnishes potable water.
(2) The refusal of an owner of an affected small-quantity well to accept timely and reasonable

compensation described in subsection (1) is sufficient grounds for the director to terminate an order imposed
on the owner of a high-capacity well.

History: Add. 2012, Act 602, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013.
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legally joined therein in the form substantially as follows:
GREAT LAKES BASIN COMPACT

The party states solemnly agree:
Article I. Purpose

The purposes of this compact are, through means of joint or cooperative action:
1. To promote the orderly, integrated, and comprehensive development, use, and conservation of the water

resources of the Great Lakes Basin (hereinafter called the Basin).
2. To plan for the welfare and development of the water resources of the Basin as a whole as well as for

those portions of the Basin which may have problems of special concern.
3. To make it possible for the states of the Basin and their people to derive the maximum benefit from

utilization of public works, in the form of navigational aids or otherwise, which may exist or which may be
constructed from time to time.

4. To advise in securing and maintaining a proper balance among industrial, commercial, agricultural,
water supply, residential, recreational, and other legitimate uses of the water resources of the Basin.

5. To establish and maintain an intergovernmental agency to the end that the purposes of this compact may
be accomplished more effectively.

Article II. Enactment and Effective Date
A. This compact shall enter into force and become effective and binding when it has been enacted by the

legislatures of any 4 of the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
and Wisconsin and thereafter shall enter into force and become effective and binding as to any other of said
states when enacted by the legislature thereof.

B. The Province of Ontario and the Province of Quebec, or either of them, may become states party to this
compact by taking such action as their laws and the laws of the government of Canada may prescribe for
adherence thereto. For the purpose of this compact the word “state” shall be construed to include a Province
of Canada.

Article III. The Basin
The Great Lakes Commission created by Article IV of this compact shall exercise its powers and perform

its functions in respect to the Basin which, for the purposes of this compact, shall consist of so much of the
following as may be within the party states:

1. Lakes Erie, Huron, Michigan, Ontario, St. Clair, Superior, and the St. Lawrence River, together with any
and all natural or man-made water interconnections between or among them.

2. All rivers, ponds, lakes, streams, and other watercourses which, in their natural state or in their
prevailing condition, are tributary to Lakes Erie, Huron, Michigan, Ontario, St. Clair, and Superior or any of
them or which comprise part of any watershed draining into any of said lakes.

Article IV. The Commission
A. There is hereby created an agency of the party states to be known as The Great Lakes Commission

(hereinafter called the Commission). In that name the Commission may sue and be sued, acquire, hold and
convey real and personal property and any interest therein. The Commission shall have a seal with the words
“The Great Lakes Commission” and such other design as it may prescribe engraved thereon by which it shall
authenticate its proceedings. Transactions involving real or personal property shall conform to the laws of the
state in which the property is located, and the Commission may by bylaws provide for the execution and
acknowledgment of all instruments in its behalf.

B. The Commission shall be composed of not less than 3 commissioners nor more than 5 commissioners
from each party state designated or appointed in accordance with the law of the state which they represent and
serving and subject to removal in accordance with such law.

C. Each state delegation shall be entitled to 3 votes in the Commission. The presence of commissioners
from a majority of the party states shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of
the Commission. Actions of the Commission shall be by a majority of the votes cast except that any
recommendations made pursuant to Article VI of this compact shall require an affirmative vote of not less
than a majority of the votes cast from each of a majority of the states present and voting.

D. The commissioners of any 2 or more party states may meet separately to consider problems of particular
interest to their states but no action taken at any such meeting shall be deemed an action of the Commission
unless and until the Commission shall specifically approve the same.

E. In the absence of any commissioner, his or her vote may be cast by another representative or
commissioner of his or her state provided that said commissioner or other representative casting said vote
shall have a written proxy in proper form as may be required by the Commission.

F. The Commission shall elect annually from among its members a chairman and vice-chairman. The
Commission shall appoint an Executive Director who shall also act as secretary-treasurer, and who shall be
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the purposes thereof. The provisions of this compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or
provision of this compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of any party state or of the United
States, or in the case of a Province, to the British North America Act of 1867 as amended, or the applicability
thereof to any state, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, the constitutionality of the remainder of
this compact and the applicability thereof to any state, agency, person or circumstance shall not be affected
thereby, provided further that if this compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of the United States, or
in the case of a Province, to the British North America Act of 1867 as amended, or of any party state, the
compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining states and in full force and effect as to the
state affected as to all severable matters.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32202 Great Lakes commission; membership; oath; expenses; voting rights.
Sec. 32202. (1) For purposes of this section through section 32206, “commission” means the Great Lakes

commission established in the compact entered into by this part.
(2) In pursuance of article IV of the compact, there shall be 5 commissioners on the Great Lakes

commission from this state. Each commissioner shall have all of the powers conferred on a commissioner by
the compact or which shall be necessary or incidental to the performance of his or her functions as a
commissioner. For this state, the governor, or the governor's designee, the attorney general, or the attorney
general's designee, an appointee of the majority leader of the senate, and an appointee of the speaker of the
house of representatives shall be members of the Michigan representation. In addition, the governor shall
appoint, with the advice and consent of the senate, the remaining 1 member who shall come from groups or
organizations interested in or affected by the Great Lakes, which member shall serve at the governor's
pleasure. The appointees of the governor, the majority leader of the senate, and of the speaker of the house of
representatives, before entering upon the performance of their office, shall take and subscribe to the
constitutional oath of office. Each commissioner shall receive necessary expenses incurred in the performance
of his or her duties. Each commissioner shall have the right to cast 3/5 of a vote whenever a vote is required
by the terms of the compact.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For the designation of the director of the department of environment, Great Lakes, and energy as a commissioner
on the Great Lakes commission, see E.R.O. 2019-1, compiled at MCL 324.99923.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32203 Commission; cooperation by state officers.
Sec. 32203. All officers of this state are hereby authorized and directed to do all things falling within their

respective jurisdictions necessary to or incidental to the carrying out of said compact in every particular, it
being hereby declared to be the policy of this state to perform and carry out the said compact and to
accomplish the purposes thereof. All officers, bureaus, departments, and persons of and in the state
government or administration of this state are hereby authorized and directed at reasonable times and upon
request of said commission to furnish the said commission with information and data possessed by them or
any of them and to aid said commission by loan of personnel or other means lying within their legal powers
respectively.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32204 Commission; budget; appropriations.
Sec. 32204. The budget of the estimated expenditures of the commission shall be submitted to the director

and to the director of the department of commerce for such period and in form as shall be required by them.
Neither the compact nor this part shall be construed to commit, or authorize the expenditure of, any funds of
the state except in pursuance of appropriations made by the legislature.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32205 Basin compact; transmission of copy of part and compact to other parties.
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Popular name: NREPA

324.32303 Engineering study.
Sec. 32303. Before January 1, 1975, the department shall make or cause to be made an engineering study

of the shoreland to determine:
(a) Flood risk areas.
(b) The frequency with which a flood risk area can be expected to be flooded.
(c) Appropriate rules necessary to prevent damage or destruction to property.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32304 Environmental study.
Sec. 32304. By April 1, 1972, the department shall make or cause to be made an environmental study of

the shoreland to determine all of the following:
(a) The environmental areas.
(b) The areas of marshes along and adjacent to the shorelands.
(c) The marshes and fish and wildlife habitat areas that should be protected by shoreland zoning or

regulation.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32305 Use of high risk area; prevention of property loss; notice of determinations and
recommendations.
Sec. 32305. The department pursuant to section 32302 shall determine if the use of a high-risk area shall be

regulated to prevent property loss or if suitable methods of protection shall be installed to prevent property
loss. The department shall notify a local unit of government, the department of labor, the department of
treasury, and the department of commerce or other affected state agencies of its determinations and
recommendations relative to a high-risk area that is in a local unit of government.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32306 Use of flood risk area; prevention of property loss; notice of determinations and
recommendations.
Sec. 32306. The department pursuant to section 32303 shall determine if the use of a flood risk area shall

be regulated to prevent property loss or if suitable methods of protection shall be installed to prevent property
loss. The department shall notify a local unit of government, the department of labor, the department of
treasury, and the department of commerce or other affected state agencies of its determinations and
recommendations relative to a flood risk area that is in a local unit of government.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32307 Environmental area; use; regulation.
Sec. 32307. The department in accordance with section 32304 shall notify a local unit of government of

the existence of any environmental area that is in a local unit of government and shall formulate appropriate
use regulations necessary to protect an environmental area.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32308 County zoning.
Sec. 32308. Until July 1, 1975, a county, pursuant to rules promulgated under section 32313 and the

county rural zoning enabling act, Act No. 183 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 125.201 to 125.232
of the Michigan Compiled Laws, may zone any shoreland and land to be zoned that is in the county.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32309 City or village zoning.
Sec. 32309. Until July 1, 1975, a city or village, pursuant to rules promulgated under section 32313 and

Act No. 207 of the Public Acts of 1921, being sections 125.581 to 125.592 of the Michigan Compiled Laws,
may zone any shoreland and land to be zoned that is in the city or village.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32310 Township zoning.
Sec. 32310. Until July 1, 1975, a township, pursuant to rules promulgated under section 32313 and the

township rural zoning act, Act No. 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 125.271 to 125.301 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, may zone any shoreland and land to be zoned that is in the township.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32311 Approval or disapproval of zoning ordinance regulating high risk area, flood risk
area, or environmental area.
Sec. 32311. An existing zoning ordinance or a zoning ordinance or a modification or amendment to a

zoning ordinance that regulates a high-risk area, a flood risk area, or an environmental area shall be submitted
to the department for approval or disapproval. The department shall determine if the ordinance, modification,
or amendment adequately prevents property damage or prevents damage to an environmental area, a high-risk
area, or a flood risk area. If an ordinance, modification, or amendment is disapproved by the department, it
shall not have force or effect until modified by the local unit of government and approved by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32312 Rules; fee required with permit application or project; disposition of fees;
violation; restraining order.
Sec. 32312. (1) To regulate the uses and development of high-risk areas, flood risk areas, and

environmental areas and to implement the purposes of this part, the department shall promulgate rules. If
permits are required under rules promulgated under this part, the permits shall be issued pursuant to the rules
and part 13. Except as provided under subsection (2), until October 1, 2019, if permits are required pursuant
to rules promulgated under this part, an application for a permit shall be accompanied by a fee as follows:

(a) For a commercial or multifamily residential project, $500.00.
(b) For a single-family home construction, $100.00.
(c) For an addition to an existing single-family home or for a project that has a minor impact on fish and

wildlife resources in environmental areas as determined by the department, $50.00.
(2) A project that requires review and approval under this part and under 1 or more of the following is

subject to only the single highest permit fee required under this part or the following:
(a) Part 301.
(b) Part 303.
(c) Part 325.
(d) Section 3104.
(e) Section 117 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.117.
(3) The department shall forward fees collected under this section to the state treasurer for deposit in the

land and water management permit fee fund created in section 30113.
(4) A circuit court, upon petition and a showing by the department that a rule promulgated under

subsection (1) has been violated, shall issue any necessary order to the defendant to correct the violation or to
restrain the defendant from further violation of the rule.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 168, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9, 1995;¾Am. 1999, Act 106, Imd. Eff.
July 7, 1999;¾Am. 2003, Act 163, Imd. Eff. Aug. 12, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004;¾Am. 2008, Act 276, Imd.
Eff. Sept. 29, 2008;¾Am. 2011, Act 90, Imd. Eff. July 15, 2011;¾Am. 2015, Act 76, Eff. Oct. 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451
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purpose of restoring or maintaining a lighthouse.
History: Add. 2002, Act 650, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32505 Unpatented lake bottomlands and unpatented made lands; consideration for
conveyances or lease.
Sec. 32505. (1) If the department determines that it is in the public interest to grant an applicant a deed or

lease to lands or enter into an agreement to allow use and improvements in the waters or to enter into any
other agreement in regard thereto, the department shall determine the amount of consideration to be paid to
this state by the applicant for the conveyance or lease of unpatented lands.

(2) The department may allow, by lease or agreement, the filling in of patented and unpatented submerged
lands and allow permanent improvements and structures after finding that the public trust will not be impaired
or substantially injured.

(3) The department may issue deeds or may enter into leases of unpatented lands if the lands have been
artificially filled in or are proposed to be changed from the condition that exists on October 14, 1955 by
filling, sheet piling, shoring, or by any other means, and the lands are used or to be used or occupied in whole
or in part for uses other than existing, lawful riparian or littoral purposes. The consideration to be paid to this
state for the conveyance or lease of unpatented lands by the applicant shall be not less than the fair, cash
market value of the lands determined as of the date of the filing of the application, minus any improvements
placed on the lands, but the sale price shall not be less than 30% of the value of the land. In determining the
fair, cash market value of the lands applied for, the department may consider the fact that the lands are
connected with the riparian or littoral property belonging to the applicant, and the uses, including residential
and commercial, being made or which can be made of the lands.

(4) Agreements for the lands or water area described in section 32502 may be granted to or entered into
with local units of government for public purposes. The agreements may contain terms and conditions
considered just and equitable given the public trust involved and may grant permission to fill those lands as
necessary.

(5) If unpatented lands have not been filled in or in any way substantially changed from their natural
character and the application to acquire or lease those lands is filed for the purpose of flood control, shore
erosion control, drainage and sanitation control, or to straighten irregular shore lines, then the consideration to
be paid to this state by the applicant shall be the fair, cash value of the land, giving due consideration to its
being adjacent to and connected with the riparian or littoral property owned by the applicant.

(6) Leases or agreements covering unpatented lands may be granted or entered into with riparian or littoral
proprietors for commercial marina purposes or for marinas operated by persons for consideration and
containing terms and conditions considered by the department to be just and equitable. The leases may
include either filled or unfilled lake bottomlands, or both. Rental shall commence as of the date of use of the
unpatented lands for the marina operations. Dockage and other uses by marinas in waters over patented lands
on October 14, 1955 shall be considered to be lawful riparian or littoral use.

(7) The department may enter into a lease with the owner of riparian or littoral property, occupied only for
single-family residential purposes, to use the abutting unpatented lake bottomlands and waters over those
bottomlands for a private harbor if all of the following conditions are met:

(a) The private harbor was formed by a breakwater erected on unpatented lake bottomlands.
(b) The private harbor is used exclusively for private, noncommercial recreational watercraft.
(c) The full-term of the lease is 50 years consisting of two 25-year terms.
(d) The consideration for the lease is as follows:
(i) For a lease entered into on or after the effective date of the amendatory act that amended this section, a

lump-sum payment at the beginning of the first 25-year term of the agreement of 0.5% of twice the current
state equalized value of the lessee's upland riparian or littoral property or payment of the lump sum pursuant
to a schedule as agreed by the department, and a lump-sum payment at the beginning of the second 25-year
term of the agreement of 0.5% of twice the current state equalized value of the lessee's upland riparian or
littoral property or payment of the lump sum pursuant to a schedule as agreed by the department.

(ii) Unless otherwise requested by the lessee and agreed to by the department, for a lease entered into prior
to the effective date of the amendatory act that amended this section, the department shall credit any lease
payment made in 2016 against the future payments owed under the terms of subparagraph (i).

(8) If the department after investigation determines that an applicant to acquire or lease lands has willfully
and knowingly filled in or in any way substantially changed the lands with an intent to defraud, or if the
applicant has acquired the lands with knowledge of such a fraudulent intent and is not an innocent purchaser,
Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 711 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



permit shall be based on the requirements of this part and the rules promulgated under this part, and shall set
forth the requirements and standards that shall apply to an activity authorized by the general permit. Before
authorizing a specific project to proceed under a general permit, the department may provide notice pursuant
to section 32514 but shall not hold a public hearing and shall not typically require a site inspection. A general
permit shall not be valid for more than 5 years, but may be reissued.

History: Add. 2003, Act 14, Imd. Eff. June 5, 2003;¾Am. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Nov. 6, 2009;¾Am. 2012, Act 247, Imd. Eff. July 2,
2012.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of Act 120 of 2009 provides:
"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless both of the following requirements are met:
"(a) $4,000,000.00 from the cleanup and redevelopment trust fund created in section 3e of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573e, and

$4,000,000.00 from the community pollution prevention fund created in section 3f of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573f, is appropriated by the
legislature to the environmental protection fund created in section 503a of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.503a.

"(b) $2,000,000.00 is appropriated by the legislature from the environmental protection fund to support the program under part 303 of
the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30301 to 324.30329."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32513 Application for permit; contents; fees; disposition of fees.
Sec. 32513. (1) To obtain a permit for any work or connection specified in section 32512, a person shall

file an application with the department on a form provided by the department. The application shall include
all of the following:

(a) The name and address of the applicant.
(b) The legal description of the lands included in the project.
(c) A summary statement of the purpose of the project.
(d) A map or diagram showing the proposal on an adequate scale with contours and cross-section profiles

of any waterway to be constructed.
(e) Other information required by the department.
(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), until October 1, 2019, an application for a permit under

this section shall be accompanied by the following fee, as applicable:
(a) For a project in a category of activities for which a general permit is issued under section 32512a, a fee

of $50.00.
(b) For activities included in a minor project category established under section 32512a(1), a fee of

$100.00.
(c) For construction or expansion of a marina, a fee of:
(i) $50.00 for an expansion of 1-10 slips to an existing permitted marina.
(ii) $100.00 for a new marina with 1-10 proposed marina slips.
(iii) $250.00 for an expansion of 11-50 slips to an existing permitted marina, plus $10.00 for each slip over

50.
(iv) $500.00 for a new marina with 11-50 proposed marina slips, plus $10.00 for each slip over 50.
(v) $1,500.00 if an existing permitted marina proposes maintenance dredging of 10,000 cubic yards or

more, unless the dredge material has been determined through testing to be 90% or more sand, or the addition
of seawalls, bulkheads, or revetments of 500 feet or more.

(d) For major projects other than a project described in subdivision (c)(v), involving any of the following, a
fee of $2,000.00:

(i) Dredging of 10,000 cubic yards or more, unless the dredge material has been determined through testing
to be 90% or more sand.

(ii) Filling of 10,000 cubic yards or more.
(iii) Seawalls, bulkheads, or revetment of 500 feet or more.
(iv) Filling or draining of 1 acre or more of coastal wetland.
(v) New dredging or upland boat basin excavation in areas of suspected contamination.
(vi) New breakwater or channel jetty.
(vii) Shore protection, such as groins and underwater stabilizers, that extend 150 feet or more on Great

Lakes bottomlands.
(viii) New commercial dock or wharf of 300 feet or more in length.
(e) For all other projects not listed in subdivisions (a) to (d), $500.00.
(3) A project that requires review and approval under this part and 1 or more of the following is subject to

only the single highest permit fee required under this part or the following:
(a) Section 3104.
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Sec. 32515a. A permit under this part to dredge or place dredged spoil on bottomland is subject to all of the
following:

(a) The permit shall be valid for a period of 5 years.
(b) During the term of the permit, the department shall not require additional environmental studies or

surveys unless an act of God results in significant geological or ecological changes to the permitted area.
(c) The permit shall allow, at the discretion of the applicant, open lake disposal of dredge material that is

not contaminated with toxic substances as defined in R 323.1205 of the Michigan administrative code in
waters at the 30-meter depth contour or deeper. However, dredge materials shall not be disposed of within a
Great Lakes bottomland preserve established under part 761, a permitted submerged log removal area under
part 326, or a lake trout or diporeia refuge.

History: Add. 2013, Act 87, Imd. Eff. June 28, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32516 Repealed. 2012, Act 247, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to identification of Great Lakes and Lake St. Clair shoreline where removal of

vegetation is allowed.

PART 326
GREAT LAKES SUBMERGED LOGS RECOVERY

324.32601 Definitions.
Sec. 32601. As used in this part:
(a) “Bottomlands” means land in the Great Lakes, and bays and harbors of the Great Lakes, lying below

and lakeward of the ordinary high-water mark as described in section 32502.
(b) “Department” means the department of environmental quality.
(c) “Fair market value” means the price based upon the unique historical and physical properties,

including, but not limited to, species, growth rates, volume, and condition of the submerged logs as calculated
at dockside following delivery to shore.

(d) “Fund” means the submerged log recovery fund created in section 32610.
(e) “Great Lakes” means Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, and Lake Erie, and includes Lake St.

Clair.
(f) “Ordinary high-water mark” means the elevations described in section 32502. When the soil,

configuration of the surface, or vegetation has been altered by human activity, the ordinary high-water mark is
located where it would have been if this alteration had not occurred.

(g) “Patented lands” means any bottomlands lying within a specific government grant area, including a
private claim patent or federal patent.

(h) “Riparian owner” means a person who owns frontage bordering bottomlands.
(i) “Riparian rights” means those rights that are associated with the ownership of frontage bordering

bottomlands, subject to the public trust.
(j) “Submerged log” means a portion of the trunk of a felled tree that has not been further processed for

any end use and is located on, in, over, or under bottomlands. Submerged log does not include a portion of a
tree that is located in the Great Lakes or on, in, over, or under bottomlands that poses a navigational or safety
hazard or is of no or little commercial value.

(k) “Unpatented lands” means all bottomlands except patented lands.
History: Add. 2000, Act 278, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32602 Submerged logs; reservation of ownership rights.
Sec. 32602. This state reserves to itself title and ownership of all submerged logs lying on or over,

embedded in, or buried under unpatented lands.
History: Add. 2000, Act 278, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32603 Removal of submerged logs from bottomlands, patented lands, or underwater
preserves; permit.
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324.32606 Department review of application; issuance; limitation; time period for making
decision; conditions; notification of approval or denial; disposition of fees.
Sec. 32606. (1) The department shall review each complete application received for a submerged log

removal permit and shall not issue a permit unless the department determines both of the following:
(a) That any adverse impacts, including, but not limited to, impacts to the environment, natural resources,

riparian rights, and the public trust are minimal and will be mitigated to the extent practicable.
(b) That the proposed activity will not unreasonably affect the public health, safety, and welfare.
(2) The department may determine that certain areas within a proposed bottomland log removal area

described in an application for a submerged log removal permit shall not be authorized for submerged log
removal based upon adverse impacts, including, but not limited to, adverse impacts to the environment,
natural resources, riparian rights, and the public trust.

(3) The department shall make a decision on whether or not to issue a submerged log removal permit under
this part within 90 days after the close of the review and comment period under section 32605 or, if a public
hearing is held under section 32608, within 90 days after the date of that public hearing.

(4) If the department issues a submerged log removal permit, the department shall condition the permit on
compliance with both of the following:

(a) The permittee has provided the department with a $3,000.00 log recovery fee.
(b) The permittee has provided the department a bond as required in section 32607(7).
(5) The department shall notify the applicant in writing within 10 days after the date the department

approves or denies a submerged log removal permit under this section.
(6) The department shall forward log recovery fees received under this subsection to the state treasurer for

deposit into the Great Lakes fund created in section 32611.
History: Add. 2000, Act 278, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000;¾Am. 2011, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Nov. 10, 2011.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32607 Submerged log removal permit; overlaps; expiration; transfer; bond; termination;
"bond" defined.
Sec. 32607. (1) The department shall not authorize the same bottomland log removal area in more than 1

submerged log removal permit at any 1 time.
(2) The department may modify the boundaries of a proposed bottomland log removal area in a submerged

log removal permit to avoid overlaps with other active submerged log removal permits or adverse impacts,
including, but not limited to, impacts to the environment, natural resources, riparian rights, and the public
trust.

(3) A submerged log removal plan approved by the department shall be included in each submerged log
removal permit.

(4) A submerged log removal permit shall contain terms and conditions that are determined by the
department to protect the environment, natural resources, riparian rights, and the public trust.

(5) Each submerged log removal permit shall expire 5 years after the date the permit is issued. However, a
submerged log removal permit issued prior to the effective date of the 2011 amendatory act that amended this
section expires 5 years after the effective date of the 2011 amendatory act that amended this section. If federal
approval is required, an applicant shall notify the department of the date on which the federal government
issued its approval for the submerged log removal permit.

(6) A submerged log removal permit issued under this section is not transferrable unless the transfer is
approved in writing by the department.

(7) An applicant for a submerged log removal permit shall provide a bond acceptable to the department in
the amount of not less than $10,000.00 or more than $100,000.00 as required by the department, based upon
permit conditions including costs of restoration and payments under section 32609. Except as provided in
subsection (8), the term of the bond shall extend for 1 year following the expiration of the submerged log
removal permit. The bond shall be provided to the department at least 10 days prior to beginning submerged
log removal in a bottomland log removal area. The bond shall ensure compliance with the submerged log
removal permit and all required payments under section 32609. If a submerged log removal permit is
terminated under subsection (8), the department shall issue a written statement releasing the permittee or
bonding company, or both, upon satisfaction of the department as to the compliance of the permittee with the
terms and conditions of the permit and satisfaction of all payments as required in section 32609.

(8) A permittee may request, in writing, and the department may grant, termination of a submerged log
removal permit prior to the expiration date, including release from quarterly reports and bond requirements.
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Sec. 32611. (1) The Great Lakes fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the Great Lakes

fund. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the Great Lakes fund. The state treasurer shall credit to
the Great Lakes fund interest and earnings from Great Lakes fund investments.

(3) Money in the Great Lakes fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the Great Lakes fund and
shall not lapse to the general fund.

(4) The department shall expend money from the Great Lakes fund, upon appropriation, only for
environmental projects related to the Great Lakes and areas contiguous to the Great Lakes including, but not
limited to, the prevention and management of nonnative species, coastal wetland restoration, contaminated
sediment cleanup, and underwater preserve management, and for the administration of this part.

History: Add. 2000, Act 277, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000;¾Am. 2011, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Nov. 10, 2011.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32612 Violation; civil action; remedies; civil fine.
Sec. 32612. (1) The department may bring a civil action against a person in the circuit court of the county

in which a violation occurs or in Ingham county circuit court to do 1 or more of the following:
(a) Enforce compliance with this part and the rules promulgated under this part.
(b) Restrain a violation of this part or the rules promulgated under this part.
(c) Enjoin the further performance of, or order the removal of, any project that is undertaken contrary to

this part or the rules promulgated under this part.
(d) Enforce a permit issued under this part.
(e) Order the restoration of an area affected by a violation of this part or the rules promulgated under this

part to its prior condition.
(2) In an action brought under this section, the circuit court, in addition to any other relief granted, may

assess a civil fine of not more than $5,000.00 per day for each day of violation of this part or the rules
promulgated under this part.

(3) Any civil fine or remedy assessed, sought, or agreed to by the department shall be appropriate to the
violation.

(4) Civil fines recovered under this section shall be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit into the
fund.

History: Add. 2000, Act 278, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32613 Violation as misdemeanor; penalties.
Sec. 32613. (1) A person who does any of the following is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of

not more than $10,000.00 per day for each day of violation:
(a) Violates this part or a rule promulgated under this part.
(b) Violates a permit issued under this part.
(c) Makes a false statement, representation, or certification in an application for or with regard to a permit

or in a notice or report required by a permit.
(d) Renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method required to be maintained by a permit.
(2) In addition to any other penalty provided in this section, a court shall order a person convicted under

this section to return to the state any logs removed from bottomlands in violation of this part or the rules
promulgated under this part, or to compensate the state for the full market value of the logs. If the person
convicted under this section had been issued a permit under this part, the permit is void as of the date of
conviction.

History: Add. 2000, Act 278, Imd. Eff. July 10, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32614 Repealed. 2018, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 25, 2018.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to an annual report on great lakes submerged logs recovery program.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32615 Rules.
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stream or river by more than 25% of its index flow:
(i) For a cold river system, as follows:
(A) For a cold stream, a 1% or more but less than a 3% reduction in the density of thriving fish populations

as determined by the thriving fish curve.
(B) For a cold small river, 50% or more of the withdrawal that would result in an adverse resource impact

but less than a 1% reduction in the density of thriving fish populations as determined by the thriving fish
curve.

(ii) There is not a zone C withdrawal for a cold-transitional river system.
(iii) For a cool river system, as follows:
(A) For a cool stream, a 20% or more reduction in the density of thriving fish populations as determined by

the thriving fish curve but less than a 10% reduction in the abundance of characteristic fish populations as
determined by the characteristic fish curve.

(B) For cool small rivers, a 10% or more but less than a 15% reduction in the density of thriving fish
populations as determined by the thriving fish curve.

(C) For cool large rivers, a 10% or more but less than a 12% reduction in the density of thriving fish
populations as determined by the thriving fish curve.

(iv) For warm river systems, as follows:
(A) For warm streams, a 15% or more reduction in the density of thriving fish populations as determined

by the thriving fish curve but less than a 5% reduction in the abundance of characteristic fish populations as
determined by the characteristic fish curve.

(B) For warm small rivers and warm large rivers, a 20% or more reduction in the density of thriving fish
populations as determined by the thriving fish curve but less than a 10% reduction in the abundance of
characteristic fish populations as determined by the characteristic fish curve.

(ww) "Zone D withdrawal" means, beginning February 1, 2009, a withdrawal that is likely to cause an
adverse resource impact.

(2) For purposes of determining baseline capacity, a person who replaces his or her surface water
withdrawal capacity with the same amount of groundwater withdrawal capacity from the drainage area of the
same stream reach may retain the baseline capacity established under this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 434, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 148, Imd. Eff.
Aug. 8, 2003;¾Am. 2006, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act 179, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32702 Legislative findings and declarations; authority.
Sec. 32702. (1) The legislature finds and declares that:
(a) A diversion of water out of the basin of the Great Lakes may impair or destroy the Great Lakes. The

legislature further finds that a limitation on such diversions is authorized by and is consistent with the
mandate of section 52 of article IV of the state constitution of 1963 that the legislature provide for the
protection of the air, water, and other natural resources of the state from pollution, impairment, and
destruction.

(b) Water use registration and reporting are essential to implementing the principles of the Great Lakes
charter and necessary to support the state's opposition to diversion of waters of the Great Lakes basin and to
provide a source of information on water use to protect Michigan's rights when proposed water losses affect
the level, flow, use, or quality of waters of the Great Lakes basin.

(c) The waters of the state are valuable public natural resources held in trust by the state, and the state has a
duty as trustee to manage its waters effectively for the use and enjoyment of present and future residents and
for the protection of the environment.

(d) The waters of the Great Lakes basin are a valuable public natural resource, and the states and provinces
of the Great Lakes region and Michigan share a common interest in the preservation of that resource.

(e) Any new diversion of waters of the Great Lakes basin for use outside of the Great Lakes basin will
have significant economic and environmental impact adversely affecting the use of this resource by the Great
Lakes states and Canadian provinces.

(f) The continued availability of water for domestic, municipal, industrial, and agricultural water supplies,
navigation, hydroelectric power and energy production, recreation, and the maintenance of fish and wildlife
habitat and a balanced ecosystem are vital to the future economic health of the states and provinces of the
Great Lakes region.

(g) Future interbasin diversions and consumptive uses of waters of the Great Lakes basin may have
significant adverse impacts upon the environment, economy, and welfare of the Great Lakes region and of
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324.32705 Registration of withdrawal; use of assessment tool; exception; agricultural
purpose; form; calculating total amount of existing or proposed withdrawal; aggregate
information; duration of valid registration.
Sec. 32705. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the owner of real property who intends to

develop capacity on that property to make a new or increased large quantity withdrawal from the waters of
this state shall register the withdrawal with the department after using the assessment tool, if required under
this part, and prior to beginning that withdrawal. A registration under this section may be made using the
online registration process.

(2) The following persons are not required to register under this section:
(a) Subject to subdivision (c), a person who has previously registered for that property under this part or

the owner of real property containing the capacity to make a withdrawal that was previously requested under
this part, unless the property owner develops new or increased withdrawal capacity on the property of an
additional 100,000 gallons of water per day from the waters of the state.

(b) A community supply required to obtain a permit under the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL
325.1001 to 325.1023.

(c) A person required to obtain a permit under section 32723.
(d) The owner of a noncommercial well located on the following residential property:
(i) Single-family residential property unless that well is a lake augmentation well.
(ii) Multifamily residential property not exceeding 4 residential units and not more than 3 acres in size

unless that well is a lake augmentation well.
(3) Subsection (1) does not limit a property owner's ability to withdraw water from a test well prior to

registration if the test well is constructed in association with the development of new or increased withdrawal
capacity and used only to evaluate the development of new or increased withdrawal capacity.

(4) A registration under this section by the owner of a farm in which the withdrawal is intended for an
agricultural purpose, including irrigation for an agricultural purpose, may be submitted to the department of
agriculture instead of the department.

(5) A registration submitted under this section that is not submitted via the online registration process shall
be on a form provided by the department or the department of agriculture, as appropriate.

(6) In calculating the total amount of an existing or proposed withdrawal for the purpose of this section, a
person shall combine all separate withdrawals that the person makes or proposes to make, whether or not
these withdrawals are for a single purpose or are for related but separate purposes.

(7) The department shall aggregate information received by the state related to large quantity withdrawal
capacities within the state and reported large quantity withdrawals in the state.

(8) Unless a property owner develops the capacity to make the new or increased large quantity withdrawal
within 18 months after the property owner registers under subsection (1), the registration is no longer valid.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2003, Act 148, Imd. Eff. Aug. 8, 2003;¾Am. 2006, Act 35, Imd. Eff.
Feb. 28, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act 180, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32706 Development of internet-based online registration process; registration; required
statement and supporting documentation.
Sec. 32706. (1) Not later than 1 year after the effective date of the amendatory act that amended this

section, the department shall develop and implement an internet-based online registration process that may be
used for registrations under section 32705. The online registration process shall be designed to work in
conjunction with the assessment tool.

(2) Each registration under this part shall include both of the following:
(a) A statement and supporting documentation that includes all of the following:
(i) The place and source of the proposed withdrawal.
(ii) The location of any discharge or return flow associated with the proposed withdrawal.
(iii) The location and nature of the proposed water use.
(iv) The capacity of the equipment used for making the proposed withdrawal.
(v) The estimated average annual and monthly volumes and rate of the proposed withdrawal.
(vi) The estimated average annual and monthly volumes and rates of consumptive use from the proposed

withdrawal.
(b) Beginning 1 year after the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subdivision, for a new or

increased large quantity withdrawal from a stream or river or groundwater, the determination from the use of
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(11) Nothing in this section alters any requirement to disclose information or any exemption from
disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, as otherwise provided
under sections 32707(6) and 32708(4).

(12) As used in this part:
(a) "Aquifer performance test" means a controlled field test in which all of the following are done:
(i) At least 1 monitoring well is installed. The monitoring well must be installed in the same aquifer and

screened at or near the same depth as the production well, and be located at a distance of 1 to 5 times the
thickness of the aquifer from the proposed production well. A nearby existing well may be used as a
monitoring well for the test instead if it meets all the monitoring well requirements.

(ii) Static water level elevation measurements are taken at 1-minute intervals for 24 hours before the
pumping portion of the test to an accuracy of 0.05 feet.

(iii) Pumping is conducted at a rate at or above the desired production rate for the duration of the test and
metered or periodically measured to ensure consistency of rate.

(iv) The pumping portion of the test is conducted for a period of 24 hours in confined aquifers or 72 hours
in unconfined aquifers, during which drawdown measurements are taken at 1-minute intervals to an accuracy
of 0.05 feet.

(v) After completion of the pumping period, measurements of water level recovery are taken at 1-minute
intervals for 24 hours to an accuracy of 0.05 feet.

(vi) An analysis is conducted to determine, at a minimum, the aquifer hydraulic characteristics of
transmissivity and storage coefficient employing the methods of Cooper and Jacob, 1946; Theis, 1935;
Hantush and Jacob, 1955; Hantush and Jacob, 1960; Hantush and Jacob, 1961; Neuman, 1972; Neuman,
1974; or Hunt and Scott, 2007.

(b) "Cooper and Jacob, 1946" means Cooper and Jacob, 1946: "A Generalized Graphical Method for
Evaluating Formation Constants and Summarizing Well-Field History".

(c) "Hantush and Jacob, 1955" means Hantush and Jacob, 1955: "Non-Steady Radial Flow in an Infinite
Leaky Aquifer".

(d) "Hantush and Jacob, 1960" means Hantush and Jacob, 1960: "Modification of the Theory of Leaky
Aquifers".

(e) "Hantush and Jacob, 1961" means Hantush and Jacob, 1961: "Aquifer Tests on Partially Penetrating
Wells".

(f) "Hunt, 1999" means Hunt, 1999: "Unsteady Stream Depletion from Ground Water Pumping".
(g) "Hunt, 2003" means Hunt, 2003: "Unsteady Stream Depletion When Pumping from Semiconfined

Aquifer".
(h) "Hunt and Scott, 2007" means Hunt and Scott, 2007: "Flow to a Well in a Two-Aquifer System".
(i) "Neuman, 1972" means Neuman, 1972: "Theory of Flow in Unconfined Aquifers Considering Delayed

Gravity Response of the Water Table".
(j) "Neuman, 1974" means Neuman, 1974: "Effect of Partial Penetration on Flow in Unconfined Aquifers

Considering Delayed Gravity Response".
(k) "Professional hydrologist or hydrogeologist" means an individual holding a license or registration from

any state as a professional hydrologist, hydrogeologist, or geologist, or a current certification as a professional
geologist by the American Institute of Professional Geology.

(l) "Streamflow depletion calculation" means an evaluation of the potential streamflow depletion in which
all of the following are done:

(i) The streambed conductance of the potentially impacted streams shall be measured in-situ using slug
testing, seepage meter testing, or both.

(ii) An aquifer performance test representing the proposed withdrawal location has been completed.
(iii) An analysis shall be conducted to calculate streamflow depletion using the applicable method of Hunt,

1999; Hunt, 2003; Ward and Lough, 2011; or a similar peer-reviewed model that assesses potential stream
depletion. The analysis may also be conducted on existing withdrawals in the same water management unit or
units as the proposed withdrawal if applicable data are available. This may be used to provide additional
evidence as needed to demonstrate a proposed withdrawal is unlikely to cause an adverse resource impact.

(m) "Theis, 1935" means Theis, 1935: "The Relation Between the Lowering of the Piezometric Surface
and the Rate and Duration of Discharge of a Well Using Groundwater Storage".

(n) "Ward and Lough, 2011" means Ward and Lough, 2011: "Stream Depletion from Pumping a
Semiconfined Aquifer in a Two-Layer Leaky Aquifer System".

History: Add. 2008, Act 181, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2008;¾Am. 2018, Act 209, Eff. June 22, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 732 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



(f) If the source of water withdrawn is groundwater, the static water level of the aquifer or aquifers, if
practicable.

(g) Other information specified by rule of the department.
(h) At the discretion of the registrant or permit holder, the baseline capacity of the withdrawal and, if

applicable, a description of the system capacity.
(i) At the discretion of the registrant or permit holder, the amount of water returned to the source

watershed.
(j) Beginning in 2010, an acknowledgment that the registrant has reviewed applicable environmentally

sound and economically feasible water conservation measures prepared under section 32708a.
(2) If a person reports the information required by this section to the department in conjunction with a

permit or for any other purpose, that reporting, upon approval of the department, satisfies the reporting
requirements of this section.

(3) The owner of a farm who reports water use under section 32708 is not required to report under
subsection (1).

(4) The department may, upon request from a person required to report under this section, accept a formula
or model that provides to the department's satisfaction the information required in subsection (1).

(5) The department shall develop forms for reporting under this section that minimize paperwork and allow
for a notification to the department instead of a report if the annual amount of water withdrawn by a person
required to report under this section is within 4% of the amount last reported and the other information
required in subsection (1) has not changed since the last year in which a report was filed.

(6) Information described in section 32701(d)(i)(B) that is provided to the department under subsection
(1)(h) is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246,
and shall not be disclosed unless the department determines that the withdrawal is causing an adverse
resource impact.

(7) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person who files an annual report or notification
under this section shall annually remit a water use reporting fee of $200.00 to the department. Water use
reporting fees shall be remitted to the department in conjunction with the annual report or notification
submitted under this section. The department shall transmit water use reporting fees collected under this
section to the state treasurer to be credited to the water use protection fund created in section 32714. A water
use reporting fee is not required for a report or notification related to a farm that reports withdrawals under
section 32708 or for a report under subsection (8).

(8) A person who withdraws less than 1,500,000 gallons of water in any year shall indicate this fact on the
reporting form and is not required to provide information under subsection (1)(a) or (d). A person who
withdraws less than 1,500,000 gallons of water in any year is not required to pay the water use reporting fee
under subsection (7).

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 434, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 148, Imd. Eff.
Aug. 8, 2003;¾Am. 2006, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act 182, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32708 Water use conservation plan; formula or model to estimate consumptive use of
withdrawals for agricultural purposes; inclusion of information in statewide groundwater
inventory and map; disclosure.
Sec. 32708. (1) The owner of a farm that is registered under this part who makes a withdrawal for an

agricultural purpose, including irrigation for an agricultural purpose, may report the water use on the farm by
annually submitting to the department of agriculture a water use conservation plan. Conservation plans shall
be submitted by April 1 of each year. The water use conservation plan shall include, but need not be limited
to, all of the following information:

(a) The amount and rate of water withdrawn on an annual and monthly basis in either gallons or acre
inches.

(b) The type of crop irrigated, if applicable.
(c) The acreage of each irrigated crop, if applicable.
(d) The source or sources of the water supply.
(e) If the source of the water withdrawn is groundwater, the location of the well or wells in latitude and

longitude, with the accuracy of the reported location data to within 25 feet.
(f) If the water withdrawn is not used entirely for irrigation, the use or uses of the water withdrawn.
(g) If the source of water withdrawn is groundwater, the static water level of the aquifer or aquifers, if
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(a) Long-term water resources planning.
(b) Use of conservation measures.
(c) Drought management activities.
(d) Other topics related to water use as identified by the committee.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2008, Act 184, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32711, 324.32712 Repealed. 2006, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2006.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to an exemption from water withdrawal reporting requirements for a public water

supply and the prohibition on the department to mandate a permit or regulate water withdrawal.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32713 Civil action; commencement; civil fine; recovery of surveillance and enforcement
costs.
Sec. 32713. (1) The department may request the attorney general to commence a civil action for

appropriate relief, including a permanent or temporary injunction, for a violation of this part or a rule
promulgated under this part, including falsifying a record submitted under this part. An action under this
section shall be brought in the circuit court for the county of Ingham or for the county in which the defendant
is located, resides, or is doing business. The court has jurisdiction to restrain the violation and to require
compliance.

(2) In addition to any other relief granted under subsection (1), the court may impose a civil fine as
follows:

(a) For a person who knowingly violates section 32721 or 32723 or the terms of a permit issued under
section 32723, a civil fine of not more than $10,000.00 per day of violation.

(b) For all other violations of this part, a civil fine of not more than $1,000.00.
(3) In addition to a fine imposed under subsection (2), the attorney general may file a suit in a court of

competent jurisdiction to recover the full value of the costs of surveillance and enforcement by the state
resulting from the violation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act 186, Eff. Oct. 7,
2008.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32714 Water use protection fund; creation; disposition of assets; investments; money
remaining in fund; expenditures.
Sec. 32714. (1) The water use protection fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The

state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund, and shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from
fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse into the
general fund.

(4) The department may expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, only for 1 or more of the
following:

(a) The implementation and administration of this part.
(b) The preparation of the statewide groundwater inventory and map under section 32802.
(c) The expenses of the groundwater conservation advisory council under part 328.
(d) The implementation and administration of part 317.
History: Add. 1996, Act 434, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 148, Imd. Eff. Aug. 8, 2003;¾Am. 2006, Act 33, Imd. Eff.

Feb. 28, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32721 Large quantity withdrawal; prohibition; exception; certain large quantity
withdrawals subject to definition of adverse resource impact existing on February 28,
2006.
Sec. 32721. (1) A person shall not make a new or increased large quantity withdrawal from the waters of
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(3) An application submitted under subsection (2) is considered to be administratively complete effective
30 days after it is received by the department unless the department notifies the applicant, in writing, during
this 30-day period that the application is not administratively complete or that the fee required to be
accompanied with the application has not been paid. If the department determines that the application is not
administratively complete, the notification shall specify the information necessary to make the application
administratively complete. If the department notifies the applicant as provided in this subsection, the 30-day
period is tolled until the applicant submits to the department the specified information or fee.

(4) The department shall provide public notification of its receipt of applications under this section and
shall provide a public comment period of not less than 45 days before applications are acted upon under
subsection (5).

(5) The department shall make a decision whether to grant or deny a water withdrawal permit under this
section within 120 days of receipt of an administratively complete application.

(6) The department shall issue a water withdrawal permit under subsection (1)(a), (b), or (c) if all of the
following conditions are met:

(a) All water withdrawn, less any consumptive use, is returned, either naturally or after use, to the source
watershed.

(b) The withdrawal will be implemented so as to ensure that the proposal will result in no individual or
cumulative adverse resource impacts. Cumulative adverse resource impacts under this subdivision shall be
evaluated by the department based upon available information gathered by the department.

(c) Subject to section 32726, the withdrawal will be implemented so as to ensure that it is in compliance
with all applicable local, state, and federal laws as well as all legally binding regional interstate and
international agreements, including the boundary waters treaty of 1909.

(d) The proposed use is reasonable under common law principles of water law in Michigan.
(e) For permit applications received on or after January 1, 2009, the applicant has self-certified that he or

she is in compliance with environmentally sound and economically feasible water conservation measures
developed by the applicable water user's sector under section 32708a or has self-certified that he or she is in
compliance with environmentally sound and economically feasible water conservation measures developed
for the water use associated with that specific withdrawal.

(f) The department determines that the proposed withdrawal will not violate public or private rights and
limitations imposed by Michigan water law or other Michigan common law duties.

(7) The department shall issue a water withdrawal permit under subsection (1)(d) if the transfer complies
with section 4.9 of the compact.

(8) In reviewing a proposed preventative measure, the department shall consider the effect of the
preventative measure on preventing an adverse resource impact by diminishing the effect of the withdrawal
on stream or river flow or the temperature regime of the stream or river. If the department approves a
preventative measure in conjunction with a water withdrawal permit under this section, the department shall
enter into a legally enforceable implementation schedule for completion of the preventative measure.

(9) A proposed use for which a water withdrawal permit is issued under this section shall be considered to
satisfy the requirements of section 4.11 of the compact.

(10) A permit issued under part 31 pursuant to 33 USC 1326(b) shall be considered sufficient to
demonstrate that there will not be an adverse resource impact under section 32721 and satisfies the conditions
for a water withdrawal permit under this section. Upon receipt of an application under this section and
evidence that the applicant holds a part 31 permit described in this subsection, the department shall grant the
applicant a water withdrawal permit under this subsection.

(11) The department may revoke a water withdrawal permit issued under this section if the department
determines following a hearing, based upon clear and convincing scientific evidence, that the withdrawal is
causing an adverse resource impact.

(12) A person who is aggrieved by a determination of the department under this section related to a water
withdrawal permit may file a sworn petition with the department setting forth the grounds and reasons for the
complaint and asking for a contested case hearing on the matter pursuant to the administrative procedures act
of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. A petition filed more than 60 days after action on the water
withdrawal permit may be rejected by the department as being untimely. The department shall issue a final
decision on a petition for a contested case hearing within 6 months after receiving the petition. A
determination, action, or inaction by the department following a contested case hearing is subject to judicial
review as provided in the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

(13) The following withdrawals are not required to obtain a water withdrawal permit under this section:
(a) A withdrawal by a community supply that holds a permit under the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA

399, MCL 325.1001 to 325.1023.
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(iv) One individual representing professional hydrologists and hydrogeologists, as defined in section
32706c, with hydrogeology field experience.

(v) One individual representing Indian tribes.
(d) Four individuals appointed by the director as follows:
(i) One individual representing nonagriculture irrigators.
(ii) One individual representing the aggregate industry.
(iii) One individual representing environmental organizations.
(iv) One individual representing local watershed councils.
(e) Six individuals serving as ex officio, nonvoting members, representing the department, the department

of agriculture and rural development, the department of natural resources, the office of the Great Lakes, the
Michigan geological survey, and the attorney general.

(2) The appointments to the council under subsection (1) shall be made not later than 60 days after the
effective date of the 2018 amendatory act that amended this section. The individual making the appointment
under subsection (1) shall give consideration and deference to individuals currently serving on the
department's water use advisory council.

(3) An individual appointed to the council shall serve for a term of 4 years, and may be reappointed.
Individuals appointed to the council serve without compensation. A vacancy on the council shall be filled in
the same manner as the original appointment.

(4) The council may elect co-chairs, form committees, set meeting schedules and work plans to address the
council's responsibilities as provided by law, address charges from the department, and establish priorities.
Members of the council may participate in any committees created by the council. Members of the council
shall strive to make recommendations by consensus vote, and may submit opposition statements that must be
included in the council's report under subsection (7).

(5) The council may appoint technical advisors with specific scientific, technical, legal, and similar
expertise relevant to the council's responsibilities. Technical advisors may participate in any council meetings,
committees, or subgroups created by the council but shall not vote on recommendations made by the council
to the department or legislature under subsection (7).

(6) A meeting of the council must be held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL
15.261 to 15.275.

(7) The council shall do all of the following:
(a) Make recommendations to the department, the department of agriculture and rural development, the

department of natural resources, and the legislature on the implementation of part 327, including all of the
following:

(i) Strategies for collection, verification, and use of data, including geology, aquifer characteristics, and
groundwater and surface water hydrology.

(ii) Improvement, verification, regionalization, and integration of models used in the water withdrawal
assessment tool and site-specific review, including models developed by private and public entities,
organizations, or individuals.

(iii) Identification of research, public-private partnerships, training, and changes to the water withdrawal
assessment tool needed to improve the department's ability to implement part 327 and to improve the water
withdrawal assessment process under part 327.

(b) Study and make recommendations, as needed or as requested by the relevant standing committees of
the legislature or the department, regarding the development and refinement of the water withdrawal
assessment process under part 327.

(c) Make recommendations on reconciling conflicts in state laws related to the use of the waters of the
state.

(d) At least every 2 years after the effective date of the 2018 amendatory act that amended this section,
provide a report to the senate majority leader, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the standing
committees of the legislature with jurisdiction primarily related to natural resources and the environment that
makes recommendations regarding how the water withdrawal assessment process under part 327 could be
improved. The report shall contain specific recommendations on the use of the assessment tool, the
site-specific review process, the permitting process, the staffing, budgetary, software, and other resources
required by the departments to successfully implement part 327, and any other measure that the council
determines would improve the water withdrawal assessment process under part 327.

History: Add. 2003, Act 148, Imd. Eff. Aug. 8, 2003;¾Am. 2006, Act 34, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2006;¾Am. 2008, Act 189, Imd. Eff.
July 9, 2008;¾Am. 2018, Act 509, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.

Compiler's note: For abolishment of the groundwater conservation advisory council and transfer of its powers and duties to the
department of environmental quality, see E.R.O. No. 2007-5, compiled at MCL 324.99907.
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environment, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.
For transfer of office of Great Lakes from department of natural resources and environment to department of environmental quality,

see E.R.O. No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.
For transfer of office of the Great Lakes from department of environmental quality to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No.

2017-5, compiled at MCL 324.99922.
For the type III transfer of the office of the Great Lakes within the department of natural resources to the new office of the Great

Lakes within the department of environment, Great Lakes, and energy, see E.R.O. 2019-1, compiled at MCL 324.99923.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32904 Reports, analysis, and inventory to be submitted by governor to legislature.
Sec. 32904. The governor, with the assistance of the office of the Great Lakes, shall prepare and submit to

the legislature the following:
(a) An annual report, submitted by December 31 of each year, on the state of the Great Lakes.
(b) A comprehensive analysis, in the governor's annual budget message, of all the funds from state and

federal sources that the governor recommends be expended for the protection, enhancement, and management
of the Great Lakes.

(c) A comprehensive inventory, submitted by August 2, 1986, of all state, federal, interstate, and
international agencies, programs, and projects associated with the protection, enhancement, and management
of the Great Lakes.

(d) A report, submitted by February 2, 1987, on the status of the agreement between the United States and
Canada known as the Great Lakes water quality agreement of 1978, and recommending steps to be taken to
execute the state's obligations in that agreement and to promote the state's role and objectives in the
renegotiation of that agreement.

(e) A report, submitted by August 2, 1987, listing the priority research needs with respect to the Great
Lakes.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of the Office of the Great Lakes, including but not limited to the authority, powers, duties, functions,
and responsibilities, to the Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at MCL
324.99901 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

For the type III transfer of the office of the Great Lakes within the department of natural resources to the new office of the Great
Lakes within the department of environment, Great Lakes, and energy, see E.R.O. 2019-1, compiled at MCL 324.99923.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32905 Michigan Great Lakes protection fund; creation; sources of money; investment of
fund; crediting interest and earnings to fund; money not to revert to general fund; annual
report.
Sec. 32905. (1) The Michigan Great Lakes protection fund is created in the state treasury.
(2) The fund shall receive money from the following sources:
(a) Money received by the state from the Great Lakes protection fund authorized in part 331.
(b) Gifts and contributions to the fund.
(c) Other sources provided by law.
(3) The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. Interest and earnings of the fund shall be

credited to the fund. Money in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not
revert to the general fund.

(4) The state treasurer shall annually report to the board and the department on the amount of money in the
fund.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32906 State treasurer to credit money to fund.
Sec. 32906. The state treasurer shall credit all money the state receives from the Great Lakes protection

fund as authorized in part 331 to the fund.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.32907 Use of money in fund.
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the taxes have become a lien on the premises, pay to the department his or her proportionate share of the taxes
with interest at the rate of 1% per month or fraction thereof, from the first day of March last preceding. If the
proportionate share of taxes of any such owner is not paid within this time period, the interest of the owner in
the leasehold is forfeited because of the nonpayment of the taxes, and thereafter within 30 days, such of the
owners as have paid their proportionate share of the taxes, upon payment to the department of the amount of
the taxes remaining due with interest accrued to the date of forfeiture, shall be entitled to conveyances by the
department of the interests in the leasehold that have been forfeited. The interest thus conveyed shall be
allotted equally among those owners who shall pay the delinquent taxes with interest as provided in this
section.

(3) If default is made by any lessee in the payment of taxes, he or she shall be notified in writing by the
department at least 3 months before the date of final forfeiture of the amount due and the penalty for
nonpayment and the date upon which forfeiture is to occur.

(4) Upon payment to the department of taxes and interest as provided in this section, the payment amount
shall be credited to the county in which such leasehold interests were assessed, in the same manner as taxes
and interest are now credited to counties on part-paid state lands.

(5) Immediately upon formal determination by the department that a lease has been forfeited under this
part, a certificate of cancellation of the lease shall be executed under the seal of the department and shall be
forwarded to the register of deeds of the county where the land is situated. Upon receipt of this certificate, the
register of deeds shall at once cause it to be recorded in a suitable book to be provided by the register of
deeds. If the lease is of record in the register of deeds, the register of deeds shall note on the lease the fact that
a certificate of cancellation has been issued and shall also note the citation to the record of such certificate.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 356, Imd. Eff. May 23, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.33935 State leased lands; nonpayment of taxes; report.
Sec. 33935. Each county treasurer shall report to the department all descriptions of parcels of property

subject to this part that have been returned for nonpayment of taxes, if those taxes have not been paid within 6
months after being returned for nonpayment of taxes. The report shall be made by the treasurer within 30 days
after the 6-month period has expired. Land leased or deeded under this part that is returned to state ownership
through purchase, gift, devise, lease expiration, or tax reversion shall not be re-leased or sold by the state if
that land is not well maintained.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 496, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.33936-324.33939 Repealed. 2006, Act 496, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections pertained to unpatented overflowed lands, supervisor of wells, removal of natural materials

from or beneath Great Lakes bottomlands, and violation of MCL 324.33938.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 341
IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

324.34101 Irrigation districts; conditions and limitations for withdrawal of waters from Great
Lakes; enforcement of section.
Sec. 34101. (1) This part is applicable in counties with a population of 400,000 or less to the use of water

from the Great Lakes only, which for the purposes of this part include those portions of those lakes and
streams tributary to the Great Lakes where the natural water levels are controlled by and at essentially the
same water level as the Great Lake involved.

(2) Water shall not be withdrawn from the Great Lakes if it is being used within the confines of an
irrigation district under this part which cannot reasonably be expected to benefit agricultural crops or other
agricultural operations for improvement of the food supply and water shall not be withdrawn from the Great
Lakes under this part at any place or at any time or in any amount or amounts for a single irrigation district or
for the sum of all irrigation districts and water from the Great Lakes shall not be stored or transmitted by or
for any irrigation district, authorized to be created by this part, in any manner or by any means or with the aid
of any dam or other device that does 1 or more of the following:
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of the work connected with the project, which contract may include any specific terms required by act of
congress or federal regulation as a condition for the participation of the federal government. The irrigation
district may also contract with the state or any agency of the state or with any person in respect to any matter
connected with the construction, operation, or maintenance of any irrigation works or for providing new
means of water supply or the improvement of the existing water supply for the lands within the irrigation
district. All contracts and agreements executed under this section shall be subject to the approval of the
department. Such a contract or agreement or anything in consequence of such a contract or agreement shall
not in any manner infringe upon or invade the state's public trust in its waters.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34106 Grant to United States or irrigation district of right to use rights-of-way in county
or intercounty drainage districts; approval; rights of private persons.
Sec. 34106. Subject to the written assignment, consent, and approval of the drain commissioner

administering a county drainage district or the written assignment, consent, and approval of the drainage
board of an intercounty drainage district, the county drain commissioner and the drainage board of
intercounty drainage districts may grant unto the United States or to any irrigation district the right to use all
the easements and rights-of-way conveyed to their respective drainage district or to any county lying wholly
or in part in such districts for the construction, use, and maintenance of any county or intercounty drain by the
United States or any irrigation district in connection with any irrigation project undertaken by the irrigation
district, solely or in cooperation with the United States or any other federal department or agency. Private
rights of persons acquired by reason of the establishment and construction of the drain or part of the drain
shall not be interfered with or in any way impaired by the use of the drain for irrigation purposes within the
scope of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34107 Dams for irrigation; approval.
Sec. 34107. A dam for irrigation purposes shall not be constructed unless the dam is approved in a manner

provided by law.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34108 Grants of federal, state, and private aid for irrigation projects.
Sec. 34108. An irrigation district may apply for and accept grants or any aid which the United States

government or any agency of the United States government, the state or any of its political subdivisions, or
any person may authorize to be made or given in aid of an irrigation project.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34109 Irrigation districts; petitions for formulation or improvement; contents;
circulation; signatures.
Sec. 34109. (1) Whenever a majority of freeholders owning lands in a proposed irrigation district who

represent 1/3 or more of the area of lands within the district, or whenever freeholders owning lands who
represent more than 1/2 the area of lands within the district, desire to provide for the irrigation of the lands; to
improve the existing water supply for the lands or provide a new water supply system for the lands; to
purchase, extend, operate, or maintain constructed irrigation works; or to cooperate with the United States for
the assumption as principal or guarantor of indebtedness to the United States on account of district lands, they
may file in the office of the county drain commissioner of the county that embraces the largest acreage of the
district a petition, hereinafter referred to as the “petition”, which shall include all of the following:

(a) The name of the proposed irrigation district.
(b) The necessity of the proposed work, describing the necessity.
(c) The object and purpose of the system proposed to be constructed, together with a general description of

the system.
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of department.
Sec. 34119. The commissioners shall not be confined to the points of location, commencement, routes, or

termini of the drains, reservoirs, dams, canals, ditches, pumps, or other work, or the number, extent, or size of
the same, as proposed by the petitioners, but shall locate, design, lay out, and plan the same in the manner that
they determine is best to promote the public welfare and to benefit the lands of the parties interested with the
least damage and greatest benefit to all lands affected thereby. All alterations or deviations in the design plans
of the irrigation works shall have the final approval of the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34120 Acquisition of lands or rights-of-way.
Sec. 34120. The irrigation board shall proceed to secure the lands or rights-of-way necessary for the

irrigation project. If the lands or rights-of-way cannot be secured by negotiation, then the irrigation board may
proceed under section 34104.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34121 Advertisement for bids for construction; acceptance and rejection of bids;
readvertisement.
Sec. 34121. The irrigation board shall advertise for bids for construction of the improvements requested in

the petition. The contract shall be let to the lowest bidder in accordance with the statutory provisions
applicable to award of public contracts, and the irrigation board has the right to reject any and all bids and
readvertise the bids.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34122 Costs of irrigation district; computation; approval.
Sec. 34122. Within 10 days after the letting of contracts, or, in case of an appeal, then immediately after

the appeal has been decided, the chairperson of the irrigation board shall make a computation of cost of a
project under this part, which shall include all preliminary costs, the cost of construction of the improvement,
establishment of the special assessment district, the preparation of the tax roll, notices, advertising, printing,
financing, legal, professional, engineering, inspection, condemnation expenses, interest on the bonds for the
first year if bonds are to be issued and an amount not to exceed 10% of the gross sum to cover contingent
expenses, and all other administrative costs incidental to making of the improvement or establishment of the
irrigation special assessment district. The chairperson shall submit the computation of cost to the irrigation
board for its approval, and, when the computation of cost is approved by the board or amended and approved
by the board, it shall become the final computation of cost for the irrigation district.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34123 Assessment roll; description of lands benefited; apportionment of costs;
objections.
Sec. 34123. The chairperson of the irrigation board, under the direction of the board, shall make out an

assessment roll, entering and describing on the assessment roll all the lots, premises, and parcels of land to be
assessed, including on the assessment roll all lands benefited by the construction of the irrigation
improvement. The assessments shall be based upon benefits to be derived from the proposed irrigation
improvement. The irrigation board shall tentatively establish the percentage of the cost of the irrigation
improvement which is to be borne by each of the parcels of land assessed on the special assessment roll. After
the tentative apportionments and assessment roll is made, the irrigation board shall set a time and place when
and where they will meet and hear any objections to the roll.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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amount of the actual balance.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34129 Spread of special assessments on local tax rolls; orders by county board of
commissioners.
Sec. 34129. The county board of commissioners of the counties involved shall order the spread of all

irrigation special assessments on the local tax rolls by the local tax assessing officials pursuant to sections 36
to 38 of the general property tax act, Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being sections 211.36 to 211.38
of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34130 Spread of special assessments on local tax rolls; duties of local assessing
officers.
Sec. 34130. The supervisor or the village or city assessor shall spread on his or her roll the total amount of

all irrigation special assessment taxes determined by the irrigation board and approved by the county board of
commissioners to be assessed upon the county, township, city, or village tax roll for the year in which the
same was assessed and extending the tax in the same column with the general county, township, city, or
village tax. In villages or cities where the municipal taxes are assessed and collected prior to the October
meeting of the county board of commissioners, all taxes ordered to be spread against the municipalities shall
be spread during the calendar year following the action by the county board of commissioners. The
supervisor, assessor, or tax levying official shall spread upon the roll, separately and immediately following
the other descriptions, all tracts or parcels of land specified by the irrigation board to be assessed for benefits,
and shall place opposite each description, in a column marked “(giving the name or number)...............
irrigation special assessment taxes”, the amount of taxes apportioned on that tract or parcel of land, as
certified to him or her by the county clerk.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34131 Special assessment taxes; interest, charges, collections, disbursement; defense
of collector; limitation on actions; payments under protest; liens.
Sec. 34131. All irrigation special assessment taxes assessed under this part shall be subject to the same

interest and charges, and shall be collected in the same manner, as state and other general taxes are collected,
and collecting officers are vested with the same power and authority in the collection of the taxes as are or
may be conferred by law for collecting general taxes. Irrigation special assessment taxes, when collected,
shall be returned to the county treasurer to be disbursed by him or her. If a suit is brought against the collector
arising out of the collection of an irrigation special assessment tax, the county shall defend the collector in the
same manner that he or she has the right to be defended in the collection of general taxes. A suit shall not be
instituted to recover any special assessment tax or money paid or property sold therefor, or for damages on
account thereof, unless brought within 30 days from the time of payment of the money to, or sale of the
property by, the collecting officer. If the tax is paid under protest, the reasons for the protest shall be
specified, and the same procedure observed as is required by the general tax law. All taxes levied under this
part, with all lawful costs, interest, and charges, shall be and remain a perpetual lien upon the lands upon
which they are assessed, and a personal claim against the owner of the lands until they are paid. If the taxes
levied by the special assessment irrigation district are not collected by the treasurer of a participating
municipality, they shall be returned by him or her, together with the lands upon which they were levied, to the
county treasurer in the same return, at the same time, and in the same manner, in every respect, naming in
each case the particular irrigation district, as lands are returned for state, county, and township taxes, and the
taxes shall follow the lands, the same as all other taxes, and all the general provisions of law for enforcing the
payment of township, county, and state taxes shall apply to irrigation special assessment taxes and to the lands
returned delinquent for those taxes, in the same manner and with the same effect.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
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to the irrigation district shall be printed in convenient form for distribution to the freeholders in the irrigation
district.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34140 Right of entry upon land to survey; location of drains; acquisition of property;
reservoirs for storage or transfers of Great Lakes water.
Sec. 34140. The irrigation board and its agents and employees may enter upon any land within the district

to make surveys, and may locate the line of any drain or canal and the necessary branches of that location.
The irrigation board may acquire, either by purchase or condemnation, all lands and other property necessary
for the construction, use, maintenance, repair, and improvement of any canal, drain or drains, and lands for
reservoirs or dams, for the storage of water, and for all necessary appurtenances thereto. The board may
acquire by purchase or condemnation any irrigation works, dams, drains, canals, pumping equipment, pumps,
or reservoirs for the use of the district. The irrigation board may construct the necessary dams, reservoirs, and
works for the storage or transfer of Great Lakes water for the district, and may perform any lawful act
necessary to furnish water to each landowner in the district for irrigation purposes.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34141 Advancement of money to pay costs; reimbursement by irrigation special
assessment district; obligations.
Sec. 34141. Any person may advance money for the payment of any part of the cost of a project and shall

be reimbursed by the irrigation special assessment district, with or without interest as may be agreed, when
funds are available for that purpose. The obligation of the irrigation special assessment district to make the
reimbursement may be evidenced by a contract or note, which contract or note may pledge the full faith and
credit of the irrigation special assessment district and may be made payable out of the assessments made
against properties in the irrigation special assessment district, out of the proceeds of bonds issued by the
irrigation special assessment district pursuant to this part, or out of any other available funds, but the contract
or note is subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 220, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34142 District accounts; duties of county treasurer; expenditure from district funds;
bond interest; funds transfer.
Sec. 34142. The county treasurers of the counties in which the irrigation district is located shall carry all

accounts and items pertaining thereto as a separate account upon the books of their office. A record shall be
kept of the amount of money paid from the irrigation district funds for the use and benefit of any irrigation
district and, upon payment to the county treasurer of taxes assessed by the irrigation district, the county
treasurer shall pay for the outstanding interest on bonds issued out of the taxes received or shall transfer the
excess of funds to the irrigation district fund for the use and benefit of the irrigation district.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34143 Irrigation district funds; deposit; interest; use.
Sec. 34143. The irrigation district funds shall be deposited by the county treasurer in a bank of the county

in accordance with the general laws of this state, and interest so received shall belong to the irrigation district
fund. Money collected or appropriated for an individual irrigation special assessment district fund shall be
used solely for the use and benefit of the irrigation district for which it was raised or received.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.34144 Irrigation district funds; county treasurers as custodians; deputies; bond; orders
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are of vital importance; and,
f. The Parties have a shared duty to protect, conserve, restore, improve and manage the renewable but

finite Waters of the Basin for the use, benefit and enjoyment of all their citizens, including generations yet to
come. The most effective means of protecting, conserving, restoring, improving and managing the Basin
Waters is through the joint pursuit of unified and cooperative principles, policies and programs mutually
agreed upon, enacted and adhered to by all Parties.

2. Purposes:
a. To act together to protect, conserve, restore, improve and effectively manage the Waters and Water

Dependent Natural Resources of the Basin under appropriate arrangements for intergovernmental cooperation
and consultation because current lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing
measures to protect the Basin Ecosystem;

b. To remove causes of present and future controversies;
c. To provide for cooperative planning and action by the Parties with respect to such Water resources;
d. To facilitate consistent approaches to Water management across the Basin while retaining State

management authority over Water management decisions within the Basin;
e. To facilitate the exchange of data, strengthen the scientific information base upon which decisions are

made and engage in consultation on the potential effects of proposed Withdrawals and losses on the Waters
and Water Dependent Natural Resources of the Basin;

f. To prevent significant adverse impacts of Withdrawals and losses on the Basin's ecosystems and
watersheds;

g. To promote interstate and State-Provincial comity; and,
h. To promote an Adaptive Management approach to the conservation and management of Basin Water

resources, which recognizes, considers and provides adjustments for the uncertainties in, and evolution of,
scientific knowledge concerning the Basin's Waters and Water Dependent Natural Resources.

Section 1.4. Science.
1. The Parties commit to provide leadership for the development of a collaborative strategy with other

regional partners to strengthen the scientific basis for sound Water management decision making under this
Compact.

2. The strategy shall guide the collection and application of scientific information to support:
a. An improved understanding of the individual and Cumulative Impacts of Withdrawals from various

locations and Water sources on the Basin Ecosystem and to develop a mechanism by which impacts of
Withdrawals may be assessed;

b. The periodic assessment of Cumulative Impacts of Withdrawals, Diversions and Consumptive Uses on a
Great Lake and St. Lawrence River watershed basis;

c. Improved scientific understanding of the Waters of the Basin;
d. Improved understanding of the role of groundwater in Basin Water resources management; and,
e. The development, transfer and application of science and research related to Water conservation and

Water use efficiency.
ARTICLE 2

ORGANIZATION
Section 2.1. Council Created.
The Great Lakes—St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Council is hereby created as a body politic

and corporate, with succession for the duration of this Compact, as an agency and instrumentality of the
governments of the respective Parties.

Section 2.2. Council Membership.
The Council shall consist of the Governors of the Parties, ex officio.
Section 2.3. Alternates.
Each member of the Council shall appoint at least one alternate who may act in his or her place and stead,

with authority to attend all meetings of the Council and with power to vote in the absence of the member.
Unless otherwise provided by law of the Party for which he or she is appointed, each alternate shall serve
during the term of the member appointing him or her, subject to removal at the pleasure of the member. In the
event of a vacancy in the office of alternate, it shall be filled in the same manner as an original appointment
for the unexpired term only.

Section 2.4. Voting.
1. Each member is entitled to one vote on all matters that may come before the Council.
2. Unless otherwise stated, the rule of decision shall be by a simple majority.
3. The Council shall annually adopt a budget for each fiscal year and the amount required to balance the

budget shall be apportioned equitably among the Parties by unanimous vote of the Council. The appropriation
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The Council may: plan; conduct research and collect, compile, analyze, interpret, report and disseminate
data on Water resources and uses; forecast Water levels; conduct investigations; institute court actions;
design, acquire, construct, reconstruct, own, operate, maintain, control, sell and convey real and personal
property and any interest therein as it may deem necessary, useful or convenient to carry out the purposes of
this Compact; make contracts; receive and accept such payments, appropriations, grants, gifts, loans,
advances and other funds, properties and services as may be transferred or made available to it by any Party
or by any other public or private agency, corporation or individual; and, exercise such other and different
powers as may be delegated to it by this Compact or otherwise pursuant to law, and have and exercise all
powers necessary or convenient to carry out its express powers or which may be reasonably implied
therefrom.

Section 3.3. Rules and Regulations.
1. The Council may promulgate and enforce such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the

implementation and enforcement of this Compact. The Council may adopt by regulation, after public notice
and public hearing, reasonable Application fees with respect to those Proposals for Exceptions that are subject
to Council review under Section 4.9. Any rule or regulation of the Council, other than one which deals solely
with the internal management of the Council or its property, shall be adopted only after public notice and
hearing.

2. Each Party, in accordance with its respective statutory authorities and applicable procedures, may adopt
and enforce rules and regulations to implement and enforce this Compact and the programs adopted by such
Party to carry out the management programs contemplated by this Compact.

Section 3.4. Program Review and Findings.
1. Each Party shall submit a report to the Council and the Regional Body detailing its Water management

and conservation and efficiency programs that implement this Compact. The report shall set out the manner in
which Water Withdrawals are managed by sector, Water source, quantity or any other means, and how the
provisions of the Standard of Review and Decision and conservation and efficiency programs are
implemented. The first report shall be provided by each Party one year from the effective date of this
Compact and thereafter every 5 years.

2. The Council, in cooperation with the Provinces, shall review its Water management and conservation
and efficiency programs and those of the Parties that are established in this Compact and make findings on
whether the Water management program provisions in this Compact are being met, and if not, recommend
options to assist the Parties in meeting the provisions of this Compact. Such review shall take place:

a. 30 days after the first report is submitted by all Parties; and,
b. Every five years after the effective date of this Compact; and,
c. At any other time at the request of one of the Parties.
3. As one of its duties and responsibilities, the Council may recommend a range of approaches to the

Parties with respect to the development, enhancement and application of Water management and conservation
and efficiency programs to implement the Standard of Review and Decision reflecting improved scientific
understanding of the Waters of the Basin, including groundwater, and the impacts of Withdrawals on the
Basin Ecosystem.

ARTICLE 4
WATER MANAGEMENT AND REGULATION

Section 4.1. Water Resources Inventory, Registration and Reporting.
1. Within five years of the effective date of this Compact, each Party shall develop and maintain a Water

resources inventory for the collection, interpretation, storage, retrieval exchange, and dissemination of
information concerning the Water resources of the Party, including, but not limited to, information on the
location, type, quantity, and use of those resources and the location, type, and quantity of Withdrawals,
Diversions and Consumptive Uses. To the extent feasible, the Water resources inventory shall be developed in
cooperation with local, State, federal, tribal and other private agencies and entities, as well as the Council.
Each Party's agencies shall cooperate with that Party in the development and maintenance of the inventory.

2. The Council shall assist each Party to develop a common base of data regarding the management of the
Water Resources of the Basin and to establish systematic arrangements for the exchange of those data with
other States and Provinces.

3. To develop and maintain a compatible base of Water use information, within five years of the effective
date of this Compact any Person who Withdraws Water in an amount of 100,000 gallons per day or greater
average in any 30-day period (including Consumptive Uses) from all sources, or Diverts Water of any
amount, shall register the Withdrawal or Diversion by a date set by the Council unless the Person has
previously registered in accordance with an existing State program. The Person shall register the Withdrawal
or Diversion with the Originating Party using a form prescribed by the Originating Party that shall include, at
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a minimum and without limitation: the name and address of the registrant and date of registration; the
locations and sources of the Withdrawal or Diversion; the capacity of the Withdrawal or Diversion per day
and the amount Withdrawn or Diverted from each source; the uses made of the Water; places of use and
places of discharge; and, such other information as the Originating Party may require. All registrations shall
include an estimate of the volume of the Withdrawal or Diversion in terms of gallons per day average in any
30-day period.

4. All registrants shall annually report the monthly volumes of the Withdrawal, Consumptive Use and
Diversion in gallons to the Originating Party and any other information requested by the Originating Party.

5. Each Party shall annually report the information gathered pursuant to this Section to a Great Lakes—St.
Lawrence River Water use data base repository and aggregated information shall be made publicly available,
consistent with the confidentiality requirements in Section 8.3.

6. Information gathered by the Parties pursuant to this Section shall be used to improve the sources and
applications of scientific information regarding the Waters of the Basin and the impacts of the Withdrawals
and Diversions from various locations and Water sources on the Basin Ecosystem, and to better understand
the role of groundwater in the Basin. The Council and the Parties shall coordinate the collection and
application of scientific information to further develop a mechanism by which individual and Cumulative
Impacts of Withdrawals, Consumptive Uses and Diversions shall be assessed.

Section 4.2. Water Conservation and Efficiency Programs.
1. The Council commits to identify, in cooperation with the Provinces, Basin-wide Water conservation and

efficiency objectives to assist the Parties in developing their Water conservation and efficiency program.
These objectives are based on the goals of:

a. Ensuring improvement of the Waters and Water Dependent Natural Resources;
b. Protecting and restoring the hydrologic and ecosystem integrity of the Basin;
c. Retaining the quantity of surface water and groundwater in the Basin;
d. Ensuring sustainable use of Waters of the Basin; and,
e. Promoting the efficiency of use and reducing losses and waste of Water.
2. Within two years of the effective date of this Compact, each Party shall develop its own Water

conservation and efficiency goals and objectives consistent with the Basin-wide goals and objectives, and
shall develop and implement a Water conservation and efficiency program, either voluntary or mandatory,
within its jurisdiction based on the Party's goals and objectives. Each Party shall annually assess its programs
in meeting the Party's goals and objectives, report to the Council and the Regional Body and make this annual
assessment available to the public.

3. Beginning five years after the effective date of this Compact, and every five years thereafter, the
Council, in cooperation with the Provinces, shall review and modify as appropriate the Basin-wide objectives,
and the Parties shall have regard for any such modifications in implementing their programs. This assessment
will be based on examining new technologies, new patterns of Water use, new resource demands and threats,
and Cumulative Impact assessment under Section 4.15.

4. Within two years of the effective date of this Compact, the Parties commit to promote Environmentally
Sound and Economically Feasible Water Conservation Measures such as:

a. Measures that promote efficient use of Water;
b. Identification and sharing of best management practices and state of the art conservation and efficiency

technologies;
c. Application of sound planning principles;
d. Demand-side and supply-side Measures or incentives; and,
e. Development, transfer and application of science and research.
5. Each Party shall implement in accordance with paragraph 2 above a voluntary or mandatory Water

conservation program for all, including existing, Basin Water users. Conservation programs need to adjust to
new demands and the potential impacts of cumulative effects and climate.

Section 4.3. Party Powers and Duties.
1. Each Party, within its jurisdiction, shall manage and regulate New or Increased Withdrawals,

Consumptive Uses and Diversions, including Exceptions, in accordance with this Compact.
2. Each Party shall require an Applicant to submit an Application in such manner and with such

accompanying information as the Party shall prescribe.
3. No Party may approve a Proposal if the Party determines that the Proposal is inconsistent with this

Compact or the Standard of Review and Decision or any implementing rules or regulations promulgated
thereunder. The Party may approve, approve with modifications or disapprove any Proposal depending on the
Proposal's consistency with this Compact and the Standard of Review and Decision.

4. Each Party shall monitor the implementation of any approved Proposal to ensure consistency with the
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response purposes.
Section 4.14. U.S. Supreme Court Decree: Wisconsin et al. v. Illinois et al.
1. Notwithstanding any terms of this Compact to the contrary, with the exception of Paragraph 5 of this

Section, current, New or Increased Withdrawals, Consumptive Uses and Diversions of Basin Water by the
State of Illinois shall be governed by the terms of the United States Supreme Court decree in Wisconsin et al.
v. Illinois et al. and shall not be subject to the terms of this Compact nor any rules or regulations promulgated
pursuant to this Compact. This means that, with the exception of Paragraph 5 of this Section, for purposes of
this Compact, current, New or Increased Withdrawals, Consumptive Uses and Diversions of Basin Water
within the State of Illinois shall be allowed unless prohibited by the terms of the United States Supreme Court
decree in Wisconsin et al. v. Illinois et al.

2. The Parties acknowledge that the United States Supreme Court decree in Wisconsin et al. v. Illinois et
al. shall continue in full force and effect, that this Compact shall not modify any terms thereof, and that this
Compact shall grant the parties no additional rights, obligations, remedies or defenses thereto. The Parties
specifically acknowledge that this Compact shall not prohibit or limit the State of Illinois in any manner from
seeking additional Basin Water as allowed under the terms of the United States Supreme Court decree in
Wisconsin et al. v. Illinois et al., any other party from objecting to any request by the State of Illinois for
additional Basin Water under the terms of said decree, or any party from seeking any other type of
modification to said decree. If an application is made by any party to the Supreme Court of the United States
to modify said decree, the Parties to this Compact who are also parties to the decree shall seek formal input
from the Canadian Provinces of Ontario and Québec, with respect to the proposed modification, use best
efforts to facilitate the appropriate participation of said Provinces in the proceedings to modify the decree, and
shall not unreasonably impede or restrict such participation.

3. With the exception of Paragraph 5 of this Section, because current, New or Increased Withdrawals,
Consumptive Uses and Diversions of Basin Water by the State of Illinois are not subject to the terms of this
Compact, the State of Illinois is prohibited from using any term of this Compact, including Section 4.9, to
seek New or Increased Withdrawals, Consumptive Uses or Diversions of Basin Water.

4. With the exception of Paragraph 5 of this Section, because Sections 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10,
4.11, 4.12 (Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 10 only), and 4.13 of this Compact all relate to current, New or
Increased Withdrawals, Consumptive Uses and Diversions of Basin Waters, said provisions do not apply to
the State of Illinois. All other provisions of this Compact not listed in the preceding sentence shall apply to
the State of Illinois, including the Water Conservation Programs provision of Section 4.2.

5. In the event of a Proposal for a Diversion of Basin Water for use outside the territorial boundaries of the
Parties to this Compact, decisions by the State of Illinois regarding such a Proposal would be subject to all
terms of this Compact, except Paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of this Section.

6. For purposes of the State of Illinois' participation in this Compact, the entirety of this Section 4.14 is
necessary for the continued implementation of this Compact and, if severed, this Compact shall no longer be
binding on or enforceable by or against the State of Illinois.

Section 4.15. Assessment of Cumulative Impacts.
1. The Parties in cooperation with the Provinces shall collectively conduct within the Basin, on a Lake

watershed and St. Lawrence River Basin basis, a periodic assessment of the Cumulative Impacts of
Withdrawals, Diversions and Consumptive Uses from the Waters of the Basin, every 5 years or each time the
incremental Basin Water losses reach 50 million gallons per day average in any 90-day period in excess of the
quantity at the time of the most recent assessment, whichever comes first, or at the request of one or more of
the Parties. The assessment shall form the basis for a review of the Standard of Review and Decision, Council
and Party regulations and their application. This assessment shall:

a. Utilize the most current and appropriate guidelines for such a review, which may include but not be
limited to Council on Environmental Quality and Environment Canada guidelines;

b. Give substantive consideration to climate change or other significant threats to Basin Waters and take
into account the current state of scientific knowledge, or uncertainty, and appropriate Measures to exercise
caution in cases of uncertainty if serious damage may result;

c. Consider adaptive management principles and approaches, recognizing, considering and providing
adjustments for the uncertainties in, and evolution of science concerning the Basin's water resources,
watersheds and ecosystems, including potential changes to Basin-wide processes, such as lake level cycles
and climate.

2. The Parties have the responsibility of conducting this Cumulative Impact assessment. Applicants are not
required to participate in this assessment.

3. Unless required by other statutes, Applicants are not required to conduct a separate cumulative impact
assessment in connection with an Application but shall submit information about the potential impacts of a
Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 782 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov





proposed for dedication. The proposals of the department shall be filed with both houses of the legislature.
(3) Within 90 days after land is proposed in accordance with subsections (1) or (2), the department shall

make the dedication or issue a written statement of its principal reasons for denying the proposal. The
department shall dedicate a wilderness area, wild area, or natural area, or alter or withdraw the dedication, by
promulgating a rule. The department shall hold a public hearing relative to the dedication in the county where
the land to be dedicated is located before a rule making the dedication may be promulgated. Not more than
10% of state land under the control of the department shall be dedicated pursuant to this subsection. All
persons who have notified the department in writing during a calendar year of their interest in dedication of
areas under this part shall be furnished by the department with a notice of all areas pending dedication or
alteration or withdrawal from dedication during that calendar year.

(4) The department may exchange dedicated land for the purpose of acquiring other land that, in its
judgment, is more suitable for the purposes of this part.

(5) Except as provided in subsection (4), prior to recommending the transfer of any land that is dedicated
as a wilderness area, a wild area, or a natural area under this part, the department shall notify the citizens
committee for Michigan state parks created in section 74102a and shall place a public notice in a newspaper
of general circulation in the area in which the dedicated land is located describing the proposed transfer.
Except as provided in subsection (4), dedicated land shall not be transferred except as specifically authorized
by law.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 290, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996;¾Am. 2006, Act 307, Imd. Eff.
July 20, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.35104 Proximity of wild and natural areas to certain urban centers; designation of
private land or land controlled by other governmental units.
Sec. 35104. (1) The department shall attempt to provide, to the extent possible, wild areas and natural areas

in relative proximity to urban centers of more than 100,000 population.
(2) Private land or land under the control of other governmental units may be designated by the department

in the same way as a wilderness area, wild area, or natural area and administered by the department under a
cooperative agreement between the owner and the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.35105 Prohibited activities; easement.
Sec. 35105. (1) The following are prohibited on state land in a wilderness area, wild area, or natural area,

or on state land proposed by the department for dedication in 1 of these categories during the 90 days a
dedication is pending pursuant to section 35103:

(a) Removing, cutting, picking, or otherwise altering vegetation, except as necessary for appropriate public
access, the preservation or restoration of a plant or wildlife species, or the documentation of scientific values
and with written consent of the department.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (2), granting an easement for any purpose.
(c) Exploration for or extraction of minerals.
(d) A commercial enterprise, utility or permanent road.
(e) A temporary road, landing of aircraft, use of motor vehicles, motorboats, or other form of mechanical

transport, or any structure or installation, except as necessary to meet minimum emergency requirements for
administration as a wilderness area, wild area, or natural area by the department.

(f) Motorized equipment, except if the department approves its use for management purposes or
conservation practices.

(2) If a right-of-way or an easement for ingress and egress was granted on land prior to the land's
designation as a wilderness area, wild area, or natural area, upon request, the department may grant an
easement along the route of the existing right-of-way or easement for the installation and maintenance of
utilities for gas, electric, telephone, and cable services. In granting an easement under this section, the
department shall require conditions necessary to protect the wilderness area, wild area, or natural area.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 290, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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SAND DUNES PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT

324.35301 Definitions.
Sec. 35301. As used in this part:
(a) "Contour change" includes any grading, filling, digging, or excavating that significantly alters the

physical characteristic of a critical dune area, except that which is involved in sand dune mining as defined in
part 637.

(b) "Crest" means the line at which the first lakeward facing slope of a critical dune ridge breaks to a slope
of less than 1-foot vertical rise in a 5-1/2-foot horizontal plane for a distance of at least 20 feet, if the areal
extent where this break occurs is greater than 1/10 acre in size.

(c) "Critical dune area" means a geographic area designated in the "atlas of critical dune areas" dated
February 1989 that was prepared by the department of natural resources.

(d) "Department" means the department of environmental quality.
(e) "Foredune" means 1 or more low linear dune ridges that are parallel and adjacent to the shoreline of a

Great Lake and are rarely greater than 20 feet in height. The lakeward face of a foredune is often gently
sloping and may be vegetated with dune grasses and low shrub vegetation or may have an exposed sand face.

(f) "Model zoning plan" means the model zoning plan provided for in sections 35304 to 35309 and 35311a
to 35324.

(g) "Permit" means a permit for a use within a critical dune area under this part.
(h) "Planning commission" means the body or entity within a local government that is responsible for

zoning and land use planning for the local unit of government.
(i) "Restabilization" means restoration of the natural contours of a critical dune to the extent practicable,

the restoration of the protective vegetative cover of a critical dune through the establishment of indigenous
vegetation, and the placement of snow fencing or other temporary sand trapping measures for the purpose of
preventing erosion, drifting, and slumping of sand.

(j) "Special use project" means any of the following:
(i) A proposed use in a critical dune area for an industrial or commercial purpose regardless of the size of

the site.
(ii) A multifamily use of more than 3 acres.
(iii) A multifamily use of 3 acres or less if the density of use is greater than 4 individual residences per

acre.
(iv) A proposed use in a critical dune area, regardless of size of the use, that the planning commission, or

the department if a local unit of government does not have an approved zoning ordinance, determines would
damage or destroy features of archaeological or historical significance.

(k) "Use" means a developmental, silvicultural, or recreational activity done or caused to be done by a
person that significantly alters the physical characteristic of a critical dune area or a contour change done or
caused to be done by a person. Use does not include sand dune mining as defined in part 637.

(l) "Zoning ordinance" means an ordinance of a local unit of government that regulates the development of
critical dune areas within the local unit of government pursuant to the requirements of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 262, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1996;¾Am. 2012, Act 297, Imd. Eff.
Aug. 7, 2012.

Compiler's note: For transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Land and Water Management
Division, with the exception of the farmland and open space preservation program, natural rivers program, and Michigan information
resource inventory system, to the Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, see E.R.O. No. 1995-16, compiled at
MCL 324.99901 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.35302 Legislative findings.
Sec. 35302. The legislature finds that:
(a) The critical dune areas of this state are a unique, irreplaceable, and fragile resource that provide

significant recreational, economic, scientific, geological, scenic, botanical, educational, agricultural, and
ecological benefits to the people of this state and to people from other states and countries who visit this
resource.

(b) The purpose of this part is to balance for present and future generations the benefits of protecting,
preserving, restoring, and enhancing the diversity, quality, functions, and values of the state's critical dunes
with the benefits of economic development and multiple human uses of the critical dunes and the benefits of
public access to and enjoyment of the critical dunes. To accomplish this purpose, this part is intended to do all
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national standards institute standard 402.2 shall be at the option of the applicant.
History: Add. 2012, Act 297, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.35312 Zoning ordinance; provisions; regulation of additional lands.
Sec. 35312. (1) A local unit of government that has 1 or more critical dune areas within its jurisdiction may

formulate a zoning ordinance pursuant to the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to
125.3702.

(2) A zoning ordinance shall consist of all of the provisions of the model zoning plan or comparable
provisions that provide substantially equivalent protection of critical dune areas as the model zoning plan but
shall not be more restrictive than the model zoning plan or the standard of review for permits or variances
prescribed in the model zoning plan.

(3) A local unit of government may by an affirmative vote of its governing body following a public hearing
regulate additional lands as critical dune areas under this part as considered appropriate by the planning
commission if the lands are determined by the local unit of government to be essential to the hydrology,
ecology, topography, or integrity of a critical dune area. A local unit of government shall provide within its
zoning ordinance for the protection of lands that are within 250 feet of a critical dune area, if those lands are
determined by the local unit of government to be essential to the hydrology, ecology, topography, or integrity
of a critical dune area.

(4) If a local unit of government does not have an approved zoning ordinance, the department may regulate
additional lands described in subsection (3). However, the lands added by the department shall not extend
more than 250 feet from the landward boundary of a critical dune area, unless, following a public hearing, an
affirmative vote of the governing body of the local unit of government authorizes a further extension. If the
director determines that the mapping of a critical dune area designated in the "atlas of critical dune areas"
dated February 1989 was inaccurate, the department may regulate additional lands. However, the lands added
by the department shall not extend more than 250 feet from the landward boundary of a critical dune area.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 297, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.35313 Zoning ordinance; requirements for applications for permits for use of critical
dune area.
Sec. 35313. (1) A zoning ordinance shall require that all applications for permits for the use of a critical

dune area include in writing all of the following:
(a) That the county enforcing agency designated pursuant to part 91 finds that the project is in compliance

with part 91 and any applicable soil erosion and sedimentation control ordinance that is in effect in the local
unit of government.

(b) That a proposed sewage treatment or disposal system on the site has been approved by the county
health department or the department.

(c) Assurances that the cutting and removing of trees and other vegetation will be performed according to
the "forestry management guidelines for Michigan" prepared by the society of American foresters in 1987 as
revised in 2010 and may include a program to provide mitigation for the removal of trees or vegetation by
providing assurances that the applicant will plant on the site more trees and other vegetation than were
removed by the proposed use.

(d) A site plan that contains data required by the planning commission concerning the physical
development of the site and extent of disruption of the site by the proposed development.

(2) A local unit of government or the department shall not require an environmental site assessment or
environmental impact statement as part of a permit application except for a special use project.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 297, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.35314 Zoning ordinance; provisions; review of subdivision development.
Sec. 35314. (1) A zoning ordinance shall provide for all of the following:
(a) Lot size, width, density, and front and side setbacks.
(b) Storm water drainage that provides for disposal of drainage water without serious erosion.
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Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Natural Beauty Roads

Popular name: NREPA

324.35705 Citizen's advisory committee; establishment; purpose.
Sec. 35705. The department may establish a citizen's advisory committee to assist in the formulation of

proposals for guidelines and procedures.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of citizens advisory committee for natural beauty roads to department of natural resources by type III
transfer, see. E.R.O. No. 2009-12, compiled at MCL 324.99916.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Natural Beauty Roads

Popular name: NREPA

324.35706 Violation of guideline or procedure; complaint; civil action; default in payment of
civil fine or costs.
Sec. 35706. (1) If there is a violation of a guideline or procedure adopted by a board, the legislative body

of a city, or the legislative body of a village pursuant to section 35704, a complaint, signed by 5 or more
freeholders of the township, city, or village, respectively, or by freeholders representing 10% or more of the
lineal frontage along a natural beauty road or natural beauty street, may be filed with the county prosecutor,
city attorney, or village attorney, respectively, or with the attorney general. The county prosecutor, the city
attorney, the village attorney, or the attorney general, on behalf of the board, the legislative body of the city,
the legislative body of the village, or the department, may commence a civil action seeking either of the
following:

(a) A temporary or permanent injunction to enjoin the violation of the guideline or procedure.
(b) A civil fine of not more than $400.00 for the violation of the guideline or procedure.
(2) A default in the payment of a civil fine or costs ordered under this part or an installment of the fine or

costs may be remedied by any means authorized under the revised judicature act of 1961, Act No. 236 of the
Public Acts of 1961, being sections 600.101 to 600.9947 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Natural Beauty Roads

Popular name: NREPA

PART 358
ADOPT-A-SHORELINE PROGRAM

324.35801 Adopt-a-shoreline program; "department" defined; administration; purpose; rules;
agreements with volunteer groups to implement program.
Sec. 35801. (1) As used in this part, "department" means the department of natural resources.
(2) The department shall administer an adopt-a-shoreline program to remove litter from shorelines within

state parks and state recreation areas. The program shall include public informational activities, but shall be
directed primarily toward encouraging and facilitating the involvement of volunteer groups in litter cleanup
work and assisting volunteer groups in selecting specific shoreline or shoreline segments for cleanup
activities.

(3) The department may promulgate rules as necessary to implement the adopt-a-shoreline program.
(4) The department may enter into agreements with volunteer groups to implement the adopt-a-shoreline

program. Agreements with volunteer groups shall include, but are not limited to, all of the following:
(a) Identification of the designated shoreline or shoreline segment. The volunteer group may request a

specific segment of the shoreline it wishes to adopt, subject to the approval of the state park or recreation area
manager or supervisor. The department shall assist volunteer groups to select sections of a shoreline and to
identify any necessary permits and other authorizations, in cooperation with affected federal, state, and local
management agencies, nonprofit organizations, and private landowners.

(b) Specification of the duties of the volunteer group, which shall include both of the following:
(i) Removal of litter along the designated shoreline or shoreline segment at least once each year.
(ii) Compliance with any rules related to the program that are adopted by the department.
History: Add. 1996, Act 89, Imd. Eff. Feb. 27, 1996;¾Am. 2018, Act 79, Eff. June 17, 2018.

Compiler's note: In separate opinions, the Michigan Supreme Court held that Section 45(8), (9), (10), and (12) and the second
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(r) "Regional planning commission" means a regional planning commission created pursuant to 1945 PA
281, MCL 125.11 to 125.25.

(s) "Regional planning district" means the planning and development regions as established by executive
directive 1968-1, as amended, whose organizational structure is approved by the regional council.

(t) "State income tax act" means the income tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, MCL 206.1 to 206.713, and in
effect during the particular year of the reference to the act.

(u) "State land use agency" means the department of agriculture and rural development.
(v) "Substantially undeveloped" means any parcel or area of land essentially unimproved except for a

dwelling, building, structure, road, or other improvement that is incidental to agricultural and open space uses.
(w) "Unique or critical land area" means agricultural or open space lands identified by the land use agency

as an area that should be preserved.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 233, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1996;¾Am. 2000, Act 262, Imd. Eff.

June 29, 2000;¾Am. 2008, Act 336, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2008;¾Am. 2016, Act 265, Eff. Sept. 26, 2016.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36102 Development rights agreement or easement; execution authorized; provisions.
Sec. 36102. (1) The state land use agency may execute a development rights agreement or easement on

behalf of the state.
(2) The provisions of a development rights agreement or easement shall be consistent with the purposes of

this part and shall not permit an action which will materially impair the character of the land involved.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36103 Development rights agreement or easement; effect of execution and acceptance;
term; limitation; disposition; prior lien, lease, or interest not superseded; lien of state or
local governing body; subordination.
Sec. 36103. (1) The execution and acceptance of a development rights agreement or easement by the state

or local governing body and the owner dedicates to the public the development rights in the land for the term
specified in the instrument. A development rights agreement or easement shall be for an initial term of not
less than 10 years. A development rights agreement or easement entered into after June 5, 1996 shall not be
for a term of more than 90 years.

(2) The state or local governing body shall not sell, transfer, convey, relinquish, vacate, or otherwise
dispose of a development rights agreement or easement except with the agreement of the owner as provided in
sections 36111, 36111a, 36112, and 36113.

(3) An agreement or easement does not supersede any prior lien, lease, or interest that is properly recorded
with the county register of deeds.

(4) A lien created under this part in favor of the state or a local governing body is subordinate to a lien of a
mortgage that is recorded in the office of the register of deeds before the recording of the lien of the state or
local governing body.

(5) The state shall subordinate its interest in a recorded agreement under section 36104 or an easement
under section 36105 or 36106 to a subsequently recorded mortgage lien, lease, or interest if both of the
following conditions are met:

(a) The parcel meets the requirements set forth under section 36111(2)(a) for parcels containing existing
structures.

(b) The landowner requesting the subordination is an individual essential to the operation of the farm as
defined in section 36110(5).

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 233, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1996;¾Am. 2003, Act 36, Imd. Eff.
July 3, 2003.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36104 Application for farmland development rights agreement; form; contents; notice;
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code.
(7) The department of treasury shall account separately for payments under this part and not combine them

with other credit programs. A payment made to a claimant for a credit claimed under this part shall be issued
by 1 or more warrants made out to the county treasurer in each county in which the claimant's property is
located and the claimant, unless the claimant specifies on the return that a copy of the receipt showing
payment of the property taxes that became a lien in the year for which the credit is claimed, or that became a
lien in the year before the year for which the credit is claimed, is attached to the income tax or business tax
return filed by the claimant. If the claimant specifies that a copy of the receipt is attached to the return, the
payment shall be made directly to the claimant. A warrant made out to a claimant and a county treasurer shall
be used first to pay delinquent property taxes, interest, penalties, and fees on property restricted by the
development rights agreement. If the warrant exceeds the amount of delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and
fees, the county treasurer shall remit the excess to the claimant. If a claimant falsely specifies that the receipt
showing payment of the property taxes is attached to the return and if the property taxes on the land subject to
that development rights agreement were not paid before the return was filed, all future payments to that
claimant of credits claimed under this act attributable to that development rights agreement may be made
payable to the county treasurer of the county in which the property subject to the development rights
agreement is located and to that claimant.

(8) For property taxes levied after 1987, a person that was an S corporation and had entered into a
development rights agreement before January 1, 1989, and paid property taxes on that property, may claim the
credit allowed by this section as an owner eligible under subsection (2). A subchapter S corporation claiming
a credit as permitted by this subsection for taxes levied in 1988 through 1990 shall claim the credit by filing
an amended return under the former single business tax act, 1975 PA 228. If a subchapter S corporation files
an amended return as permitted by this subsection and if a shareholder of the subchapter S corporation
claimed a credit under subsection (1)(b) for the same property taxes, the shareholder shall file an amended
return under the state income tax act. A subchapter S corporation is not entitled to a credit under this
subsection until all of its shareholders file the amended returns required by this subsection. The department of
treasury shall first apply a credit due to a subchapter S corporation under this subsection to repay credits
claimed under this section by the subchapter S corporation's shareholders for property taxes levied in 1988
through 1990 and shall refund any remaining credit to the S corporation. Interest or penalty is not due or
payable on an income tax liability resulting from an amended return required by this subsection. A subchapter
S corporation electing to claim a credit as an owner eligible under subsection (2) shall not claim a credit under
subsection (1) for property taxes levied after 1987.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 233, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1996;¾Am. 2000, Act 421, Eff. Mar.
28, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 75, Imd. Eff. Mar. 15, 2002;¾Am. 2007, Act 174, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 2007;¾Am. 2016, Act 265, Eff. Sept.
26, 2016.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36110 Sale of land; notice; death or disability of owner; division into smaller parcels of
land; "individual essential to the operation of a farm" defined; fee prohibited.
Sec. 36110. (1) Land subject to a development rights agreement or easement may be sold without penalty

under sections 36111, 36112, and 36113, if the use of the land by the successor in title complies with the
provisions contained in the development rights agreement or easement. The seller shall notify the
governmental authority having jurisdiction over the development rights of the change in ownership.

(2) If the owner of land subject to a development rights agreement or easement dies or becomes totally and
permanently disabled or when an individual essential to the operation of the farm dies or becomes totally and
permanently disabled, the land may be relinquished from the program under this part and is subject to a lien
pursuant to sections 36111(11), 36112(7), and 36113(7). A request for relinquishment under this section shall
be made within 3 years from the date of death or disability. A request for relinquishment under this subsection
shall be made only by the owner in case of a disability or, in case of death, the person who becomes the owner
through survivorship or inheritance.

(3) If an owner of land subject to a development rights agreement becomes totally and permanently
disabled or dies, land containing structures that were present before the recording of the development rights
agreement may be relinquished from the agreement, upon request of the disabled agreement holder or upon
request of the person who becomes an owner through survivorship or inheritance, and upon approval of the
local governing body and the state land use agency. Not more than 2 acres may be relinquished under this
subsection unless additional land area is needed to encompass all of the buildings located on the parcel, in
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unit of government in which the land is located of the relinquishment.
(4) If the request for relinquishment of the development rights agreement is approved, the state land use

agency shall prepare an instrument, subject to subsections (5) to (8), and shall forward the original
relinquishment instrument to the applicant. The applicant shall have the relinquishment instrument recorded
by the register of deeds in the county in which the property is located. The applicant shall provide a copy of
the recorded relinquishment instrument to the department.

(5) If a development rights agreement or a portion of a development rights agreement is to be relinquished
pursuant to subsection (2) or section 36111a, the state land use agency shall record a lien against the property
formerly subject to the development rights agreement for the total amount of the allocated tax credit of the
last 7 years, including the year of termination, received by an owner under section 36109 and attributable to
the property formerly subject to the development rights agreement, plus interest at the rate of 6% per annum
simple interest from the time the credit was received until the lien is placed on the property.

(6) If the property being relinquished from the development rights agreement is less than all of the property
subject to that development rights agreement, the allocated tax credit for the development rights agreement
shall be multiplied by the property's share of the taxable value of the agreement. As used in this subsection:

(a) "The allocated tax credit" means the amount obtained by multiplying the owner's total farmland
preservation credit claimed in that year on all agreements by the quotient of the ad valorem property tax
levied in that year on property subject to the development rights agreement that included the property being
relinquished from the agreement divided by the total property taxes levied on property subject to any
development rights agreement and used in determining the farmland preservation credit in that year.

(b) "The property's share of the taxable value of the agreement" means the quotient of the taxable value of
the property being relinquished from the agreement divided by the total taxable value of property subject to
the development rights agreement that included the property being relinquished from the agreement. For years
before 1995, taxable value means assessed value.

(7) Thirty days before the recording of a lien under this section, the state land use agency shall notify the
owner of the farmland subject to the development rights agreement of the amount of the lien, including
interest, if any. If the lien amount is paid before 30 days after the owner is notified, the lien shall not be
recorded. The lien may be paid and discharged at any time and is payable to the state by the owner of record
when the land or any portion of it is sold by the owner of record, or if the land is converted to a use prohibited
by the former development rights agreement. The lien shall be discharged upon renewal or reentry in a
development rights agreement, except that a subsequent lien shall not be less than the lien discharged.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, from July 1, 2011 through September 30, 2011, a lien
under this section recorded before January 1, 2011 may be paid at 85% of the face value of the lien. From
October 1, 2011 through March 31, 2012, a lien under this section recorded before January 1, 2011 may be
paid at 90% of the face value of the lien.

(8) Upon the termination of all or a portion of the development rights agreement under subsection (3) or,
subject to subsection (14), the termination of a development rights agreement under subsection (1), the state
land use agency shall prepare and record a lien, if any, against the property formerly subject to the
development rights agreement for the total amount of the allocated tax credit of the last 7 years, including the
year of termination, received by the owner under section 36109, attributable to the property formerly subject
to the development rights agreement. The lien shall be without interest or penalty and is payable as provided
in subsection (7). However, if the development rights agreement was approved or rejected by the local
governing body under section 36104 on or after July 1, 2012 and is terminated under subsection (1), the
amount of the lien shall include interest at the current monthly interest rate of 1 percentage point above the
adjusted prime rate per annum from the time the lien is recorded until it is paid. The adjusted prime rate shall
be determined as provided in section 23 of 1941 PA 122, MCL 205.23.

(9) The state land use agency shall notify the department of treasury of the termination of a development
rights agreement.

(10) The unappropriated proceeds from lien payments made under this part shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer for deposit in the agricultural preservation fund created in section 36202.

(11) Upon the relinquishment of all of the farmland under section 36110(2) or a portion of the farmland
under section 36110(3), the state land use agency shall prepare and record a lien against the property formerly
subject to a development rights agreement in an amount calculated as follows:

(a) Establishing a term of years by multiplying 7 by a fraction, the numerator of which is the number of
years the farmland was under the development rights agreement, including any extensions, and the
denominator of which is the number representing the term of years of that agreement, including any
extensions.

(b) The lien amount equals the total amount of the allocated tax credit claimed attributable to that
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development rights agreement in the immediately preceding term of years as determined in subdivision (a).
(12) When a lien is paid under this section, the state land use agency shall prepare and record a discharge

of lien with the register of deeds in the county in which the land is located. The discharge of lien shall
specifically state that the lien has been paid in full, that the lien is discharged, that the development rights
agreement and accompanying contract are terminated, and that the state has no further interest in the land
under that agreement.

(13) A farmland development rights agreement is automatically relinquished when the farmland becomes
subject to an agricultural conservation easement or purchase of development rights under section 36111b or
36206.

(14) If, upon expiration of the term of a farmland development rights agreement, the farmland becomes
subject to an agricultural conservation easement or purchase of development rights under section 36111b or
36206 or if a farmland development rights agreement is automatically relinquished under subsection (13), the
farmland is not subject to a lien under this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1995, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 233, Imd. Eff.
June 5, 1996;¾Am. 1996, Act 567, Imd. Eff. Jan. 16, 1997;¾Am. 2000, Act 262, Imd. Eff. June 29, 2000;¾Am. 2002, Act 75, Imd.
Eff. Mar. 15, 2002;¾Am. 2011, Act 79, Imd. Eff. July 12, 2011;¾Am. 2016, Act 265, Eff. Sept. 26, 2016.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36111a Relinquishment of development rights agreement; conditions; “economic
viability” defined.
Sec. 36111a. (1) Upon request from a landowner and a local governing body, the state land use agency

shall relinquish farmland from the development rights agreement if 1 or both of the following occur:
(a) The local governing body determines 1 or more of the following:
(i) That, because of the quality of the farmland, agricultural production cannot be made economically

viable with generally accepted agricultural and management practices.
(ii) That surrounding conditions impose physical obstacles to the agricultural operation or prohibit

essential agricultural practices.
(iii) That significant natural physical changes in the farmland have occurred that are generally irreversible

and permanently limit the productivity of the farmland.
(iv) That a court order restricts the use of the farmland so that agricultural production cannot be made

economically viable.
(b) The local governing body determines that the relinquishment is in the public interest and that the

farmland to be relinquished meets 1 or more of the following conditions:
(i) The farmland is to be owned, operated, and maintained by a public body for a public use.
(ii) The farmland had been zoned for the immediately preceding 3 years for a commercial or industrial use.
(iii) The farmland is zoned for commercial or industrial use and the relinquishment of the farmland will be

mitigated by 1 of the following means:
(A) For every 1 acre of farmland to be relinquished, an agricultural conservation easement will be acquired

over 2 acres of farmland of comparable or better quality located within the same local unit of government
where the farmland to be relinquished is located. The agricultural conservation easement shall be held by the
local unit of government where the farmland to be relinquished is located or, if the local governing body
declines to hold the agricultural conservation easement, by the state land use agency.

(B) If an agricultural conservation easement cannot be acquired as provided under sub-subparagraph (A),
there will be deposited into the state agricultural preservation fund created in section 36202 an amount equal
to twice the value of the development rights to the farmland being relinquished, as determined by a certified
appraisal.

(iv) The farmland is to be owned, operated, and maintained by an organization exempt from taxation under
section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code of 1986, 26 U.S.C. 501, and the relinquishment will be
beneficial to the local community.

(2) In determining public interest under subsection (1)(b), the governing body shall consider all of the
following:

(a) The long-term effect of the relinquishment upon the preservation and enhancement of agriculture in the
surrounding area, including any nonfarm encroachment upon other agricultural operations in the surrounding
area.

(b) Any other reasonable and prudent site alternatives to the farmland to be relinquished.
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department of agriculture and shall include written information and details regarding the program.
Applications for the purchase of development rights or the acquisition of agricultural conservation easements
shall be submitted to the department of agriculture by the owner of that land and must include written support
by the local governing body.

(3) In developing a scoring system, points shall be given to farmland that meets 1 or more of the following
criteria, with subdivision (a) given priority over subdivisions (b) to (e):

(a) Productive capacity of farmland suited for the production of feed, food, and fiber, including, but not
limited to, prime or unique farmland or farmland of local importance, as defined by the United States
department of agriculture-natural resources conservation service.

(b) Lands that are enrolled under this act.
(c) Prime agricultural lands that are faced with development pressure that will permanently alter the ability

for that land to be used for productive agricultural activity.
(d) Parcels that would complement and are part of a documented, long-range effort or plan for land

preservation by the local governing body.
(e) Parcels with available matching funds from the local governing body, private organizations, or other

sources.
(4) For purposes of subsections (7) and (8), the value of development rights in the purchase of

development rights or the acquisition of agricultural conservation easements shall be determined by
subtracting the current fair market value of the property without the development rights from the current fair
market value of the property with all development rights.

(5) The director of the department of agriculture shall approve individual parcels for the purchase of
development rights or the acquisition of agricultural conservation easements based upon the adopted selection
criteria and scoring process. The commission of agriculture shall approve a method to establish the price to be
paid for the purchase of development rights or the acquisition of agricultural conservation easements, such as
via appraisal, bidding, or a formula-based process and shall establish the maximum price to be paid on a per
purchase basis from the lien fund. The director of the department of agriculture, after negotiations with the
landowner, shall approve the price to be paid for purchase of development rights or the acquisition of the
agricultural conservation easements. Proper releases from mortgage holders and lienholders must be obtained
and executed to ensure that all development rights are purchased free and clear of all encumbrances.

(6) The department may purchase the agricultural conservation easement through an installment purchase
agreement under terms negotiated by the department.

(7) An agricultural conservation easement shall include appropriate provisions for the protection of the
farmland and other unique and critical benefits. An agricultural conservation easement may be terminated if
the land, as determined by the commission of agriculture, meets 1 or more of the criteria described in section
36111a(1)(a) to (d). An agricultural conservation easement or portion of an agricultural conservation
easement shall not be terminated unless approved by the local governing body and the commission of natural
resources and the commission of agriculture. If an agricultural conservation easement is terminated, the
current fair market value of the development rights, at the time of termination, shall be paid to the state land
use agency. Any payment received by the state land use agency under this part shall be used to acquire
agricultural conservation easements on additional farmland under section 36111(10).

(8) Whenever a public entity, authority, or political subdivision exercises the power of eminent domain and
condemns land enrolled under this act, the value of the land shall include the value of development rights
covered by development rights agreements or agricultural conservation easements. If the development rights
have been purchased or agricultural conservation easements have been acquired under section 36111(10), the
value of the development rights at the time of condemnation shall be paid to the state land use agency and any
payment received by the state land use agency shall be used to acquire agricultural conservation easements on
additional land under section 36111(10).

History: Add. 1996, Act 233, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1996;¾Am. 2000, Act 262, Imd. Eff. June 29, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36112 Relinquishment of open space development rights easement pursuant to MCL
324.36105.
Sec. 36112. (1) An open space development rights easement pursuant to section 36105 shall be

relinquished by the state at the expiration of the term of the easement unless renewed with the consent of the
owner of the land. If the owner of the land has complied with the requirements of this part regarding open
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(4) At the time an open space development rights easement is to be relinquished pursuant to subsection
(2)(b), the local governing body shall cause to have prepared and recorded a lien against the property formerly
subject to the open space development rights easement. The amount of the lien shall be the total amount of the
ad valorem taxes not paid on the development rights during the period it was held by the local governing
body, if any. The lien shall provide that interest at the rate of 6% per annum compounded shall be added to
the ad valorem taxes exemption from the time granted until the lien is paid.

(5) The lien shall become payable to the local governing body by the owner of record at the time the land
or any portion of it is sold by the owner of record, or if the land is converted to a use prohibited by the former
open space development rights easement.

(6) Upon the termination of the open space development rights easement pursuant to subsection (2)(a), the
development rights revert back to the owner without penalty or interest and the development rights easement
upon the land expire.

(7) Upon the natural termination of the open space development rights easement pursuant to subsection (1),
the local governing body shall cause to be prepared and recorded a lien against the property formerly subject
to the open space development rights easement. The amount of the lien shall be the total amount of the last 7
years ad valorem taxes not paid on the development rights during the period it was held by the local
governing body, if any. The lien shall be without penalty or interest and will be payable subject to subsection
(5).

(8) A copy of the renewal or relinquishment of an open space development rights easement shall be sent to
the local assessing office.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36114 Injunction; penalty.
Sec. 36114. If the owner or a successor in title of the land upon which a development rights agreement or

easement has been recorded pursuant to this part changes the use of the land to a prohibited use or knowingly
sells the land for a use other than those permitted in the development rights agreement or easement without
first pursuing the provisions in sections 36110(2), 36111, 36112, and 36113, or receiving permission of the
state land use agency, he or she may be enjoined by the state acting through the attorney general, or by the
local governing body acting through its attorney, and is subject to a civil penalty for actual damages, which in
no case shall exceed double the value of the land as established at the time the application for the
development rights agreement or easement was approved.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36115 Exchange of information.
Sec. 36115. All departments and agencies of state government shall cooperate with the state land use

agency in the exchange of information concerning projects and activities that might jeopardize the
preservation of land contemplated by this part. The state land use agency shall periodically advise the
departments and agencies of state government of the location and description of land upon which there exists
development rights agreements or easements and the departments and agencies shall harmonize their planning
and projects consistent with the purposes of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA

324.36116 Rules.
Sec. 36116. The state land use agency may promulgate rules for the administration of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Farmland and Open Space

Popular name: NREPA
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324.36202 Agricultural preservation fund; creation; disposition; money remaining in fund;
administration; expenditures.
Sec. 36202. (1) The agricultural preservation fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund,

including federal funds, other state revenues, gifts, bequests, and other donations. The state treasurer shall
direct the investment of the fund and shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The department shall be the administrator of the fund for auditing purposes.
(5) Money in the fund may be expended, upon appropriation, as follows:
(a) Not more than $1,400,000.00 annually for the administrative costs of the department and the board in

implementing this part and part 361.
(b) After expenditures for the administrative costs under subdivision (a), money in the fund may be used,

upon approval of the board, to provide grants to local units of government pursuant to section 36203.
(c) After expenditures under subdivisions (a) and (b) have been made, if the amount of money remaining in

the fund exceeds $5,000,000.00, money in the fund may be used, upon approval of the board, pursuant to part
361 for the purchase of development rights to farmland or the acquisition of agricultural conservation
easements.

(6) Expenditures of money in the fund as provided in this part are consistent with the state's interest in
preserving farmland and are for an important public purpose.

History: Add. 2000, Act 262, Imd. Eff. June. 29, 2000;¾Am. 2004, Act 75, Imd. Eff. Apr. 21, 2004;¾Am. 2013, Act 86, Imd. Eff.
June 28, 2013;¾Am. 2016, Act 265, Eff. Sept. 26, 2016.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.36203 Purchase of agricultural conservation easements; establishment of grant
program; application; eligibility; form; contents; forwarding to board.
Sec. 36203. (1) The department shall establish a grant program to provide grants to eligible local units of

government for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements.
(2) A grant application shall be submitted by the local unit of government applying for the grant. A local

unit of government is eligible to submit a grant application under this section if both of the following
requirements have been met:

(a) The local unit of government has adopted a development rights ordinance providing for a purchase of
development rights program pursuant to the county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, MCL 125.201 to 125.240, the
township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, MCL 125.271 to 125.310, or the city and village zoning act, 1921 PA 207,
MCL 125.581 to 125.600, that contains all of the following:

(i) An application procedure.
(ii) The criteria for a scoring system for parcel selections within the local unit of government.
(iii) A method to establish the price to be paid for development rights, which may include an appraisal,

bidding, or formula-based process.
(b) The local unit of government has adopted, within the last 10 years, a comprehensive land use plan that

includes a plan for agricultural preservation or the local unit of government is included within a regional plan
that was prepared within the last 10 years that includes a plan for agricultural preservation.

(3) An application for a grant shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the department. The grant
application shall include at a minimum a list of the parcels proposed for acquisition of agricultural
conservation easements, the size and location of each parcel, the amount of local matching funds, and the
estimated acquisition value of the agricultural conservation easements.

(4) Upon receipt of grant applications pursuant to subsection (3), the department shall forward those grant
applications to the board for consideration under section 36205.

History: Add. 2000, Act 262, Imd. Eff. June. 29, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.36204 Agricultural preservation fund board; creation; membership; appointment; terms;
quorum; compensation; expenses; election of chairperson and vice-chairperson; removal
of member; vacancy.
Sec. 36204. (1) The agricultural preservation fund board is created within the department.
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(b) Standing farm crops under normal agricultural practices.
(c) Agricultural commodities scattered solely as the result of normal agricultural practices.
(12) "Firearm" means any weapon which will, is designed to, or may readily be converted to expel a

projectile by action of an explosive. A pneumatic gun, as defined in section 1 of 1990 PA 319, MCL
123.1101, other than a paintball gun that expels by pneumatic pressure plastic balls filled with paint for the
purpose of marking the point of impact, is also considered a firearm for the purpose of this act.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 86, Imd. Eff. May 13, 1998;¾Am. 1999, Act 66, Imd. Eff.
June 25, 1999;¾Am. 2000, Act 347, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2000;¾Am. 2007, Act 48, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 2007;¾Am. 2015, Act 24, Eff. July
1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40103 Definitions; G to R; "conservation" defined.
Sec. 40103. (1) "Game" means any species of wildlife designated by the legislature or the commission as

game under section 40110 and any of the following animals but does not include privately owned cervidae
species located on a cervidae livestock facility registered under the privately owned cervidae producers
marketing act, 2000 PA 190, MCL 287.951 to 287.969:

(a) Badger.
(b) Bear.
(c) Beaver.
(d) Bobcat.
(e) Brant.
(f) Coot.
(g) Coyote.
(h) Crow.
(i) Deer.
(j) Duck.
(k) Elk.
(l) Fisher.
(m) Florida gallinule.
(n) Fox.
(o) Geese.
(p) Hare.
(q) Hungarian partridge.
(r) Marten.
(s) Mink.
(t) Moose.
(u) Muskrat.
(v) Opossum.
(w) Otter.
(x) Pheasant.
(y) Quail.
(z) Rabbit.
(aa) Raccoon.
(bb) Ruffed grouse.
(cc) Sharptailed grouse.
(dd) Skunk.
(ee) Snipe.
(ff) Sora rail.
(gg) Squirrel.
(hh) Virginia rail.
(ii) Weasel.
(jj) Wild turkey.
(kk) Wolf.
(ll) Woodchuck.
(mm) Woodcock.
(2) "Interim order of the department" means an order of the department issued under section 40108.
(3) "Kind" means an animal's sex, age, or physical characteristics.
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(4) The department shall be the administrator of the fund for auditing purposes.
(5) The department shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, only to implement section

40107c.
History: Add. 2007, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 2007.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40108 Interim orders.
Sec. 40108. The department may modify an order issued under section 40107 by issuing an interim order

consistent with federal regulations or when the department determines that animals are at risk of being
depleted or extirpated, or the animal is threatening public safety or inflicting damage to horticulture,
agriculture, or other property. The department shall publicize an interim order in a manner that ensures that
interested persons are provided notice of the proposed interim order, the reasons for the requested
modifications, and the proposed effective date of the order. In addition, the department shall provide a copy of
an interim order to each member of the senate and the house of representatives standing committees that
consider legislation pertaining to conservation, environment, recreation, tourism, and natural resources. An
interim order under this section shall be in effect for not longer than 6 months.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40109 Transportation of game; identification of sex and species; tagging; section
inapplicable to skins, pelts, and hides.
Sec. 40109. If game is transported, the sex and species of the game shall be readily identifiable unless the

game is game that has been cleaned at a hunting preserve and tagged as required by law. If game is
transported, it shall be tagged as required by law or a department order authorized under section 40107. This
section does not apply to skins, pelts, or hides of game that is lawfully taken and legally possessed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40109a Conduct in another state; prosecution, punishment, or penalty prohibited.
Sec. 40109a. An individual shall not be prosecuted, punished, or penalized by this state for any of the

following:
(a) Lawfully taking game in another state.
(b) Lawfully engaging in a hunt in another state.
(c) Possessing game that was lawfully taken in another state or this state if that game is possessed in

compliance with this act and with orders issued under this act.
History: Add. 2013, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Sept. 24, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40110 Designation of species as game; establishment of first open season; removal
from list; orders; definitions.
Sec. 40110. (1) Only the legislature or the commission may designate a wildlife species as game. Only the

legislature or commission may establish the first open season for a game species designated under this
section. The legislature retains the sole authority to remove a wildlife species from the list of game species.
The commission shall exercise its authority under this subsection by issuing orders consistent with its duty to
use principles of sound scientific wildlife management, as expressed in section 40113a. The commission may
decline to issue orders authorizing an open season for a game species if doing so would conflict with
principles of sound scientific wildlife management. The commission shall not designate any of the following
as game under this subsection:

(a) A domestic animal.
(b) Livestock.
(c) Any species added to the game list by a public act that is rejected by a referendum before May 14,

2013.
(2) After the legislature or commission authorizes the establishment of the first open season for game

under this section, the department may issue orders pertaining to that animal for each of the purposes listed in
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(iii) For a crossbow, that a bolt is not in the flight groove.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 246, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 340, Imd. Eff.

Oct. 16, 2012;¾Am. 2015, Act 24, Eff. July 1, 2015;¾Am. 2015, Act 185, Eff. Jan. 1, 2016;¾Am. 2018, Act 272, Eff. Sept. 27, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40111a Deer and elk feeding; order; definition.
Sec. 40111a. (1) The commission, after consultation with the commission of agriculture and rural

development, shall issue in the manner provided in section 40113a an order concerning deer and elk feeding
in this state.

(2) As used in this section, "deer and elk feeding" means the depositing, distributing, or tending of feed in
an area frequented by wild, free-ranging white-tailed deer and elk to prevent them from starving or for
recreational viewing. Deer and elk feeding does not include any of the following:

(a) Baiting to take game as provided by an order of the commission under section 40113a.
(b) The scattering of feed solely as the result of normal logging practices or normal agricultural practices.
(c) The storage or use of feed for agricultural purposes if 1 or more of the following apply:
(i) The area is occupied by livestock actively consuming the feed on a daily basis.
(ii) The feed is covered to deter wild, free-ranging white-tailed deer and elk from gaining access to the feed

or is being used on a daily basis.
(iii) The feed is in a storage facility or is stored in a manner that is consistent with normal agricultural

practices.
(d) Feeding wild birds or other wildlife if done in such a manner as to exclude wild, free-ranging

white-tailed deer and elk from gaining access to the feed.
History: Add. 1999, Act 66, Imd. Eff. June 25, 1999;¾Am. 2004, Act 537, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005;¾Am. 2009, Act 199, Imd. Eff.

Dec. 29, 2009;¾Am. 2015, Act 265, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40111c Use of tranquilizer propelled from bow or firearm; use of unmanned vehicle or
device; prohibitions.
Sec. 40111c. (1) A person other than the department shall not take game using a tranquilizer propelled

from a bow or firearm.
(2) An individual shall not take game or fish using an unmanned vehicle or unmanned device that uses

aerodynamic forces to achieve flight or using an unmanned vehicle or unmanned device that operates on the
surface of water or underwater.

History: Add. 2008, Act 301, Imd. Eff. Nov. 13, 2008;¾Am. 2015, Act 13, Eff. July 13, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40112 Obstructing or interfering in lawful taking of animals or fish; prohibited conduct;
petition; injunction; violation as misdemeanor; penalties; section inapplicable to peace
officer.
Sec. 40112. (1) An individual shall not obstruct or interfere in the lawful taking of animals or fish by

another individual.
(2) An individual violates this section when the individual intentionally or knowingly does any of the

following:
(a) Drives or disturbs animals or fish for the purpose of disrupting a lawful taking.
(b) Blocks, impedes, or harasses another individual who is engaged in the process of lawfully taking an

animal or fish.
(c) Uses a natural or artificial visual, aural, olfactory, gustatory, or physical stimulus or an unmanned

vehicle or unmanned device that uses aerodynamic forces to achieve flight or that operates on the surface of
the water or underwater, to affect animal or fish behavior in order to hinder or prevent the lawful taking of an
animal or a fish.

(d) Erects barriers to deny ingress or egress to areas where the lawful taking of animals or fish may occur.
This subdivision does not apply to an individual who erects barriers to prevent trespassing on his or her
property.

(e) Interjects himself or herself into the line of fire of an individual lawfully taking wildlife.
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(c) The sound scientific management of the fish and wildlife populations of the state, including hunting of
bear, is declared to be in the public interest.

(d) The sound scientific management of bear populations in this state is necessary to minimize human/bear
encounters and to prevent bears from threatening or harming humans, livestock, and pets.

(2) The commission has the exclusive authority to regulate the taking of game as defined in section 40103
in this state. The commission shall, to the greatest extent practicable, utilize principles of sound scientific
management in making decisions regarding the taking of game. The commission may take testimony from
department personnel, independent experts, and others, and review scientific literature and data, among other
sources, in support of its duty to use principles of sound scientific management. The commission shall issue
orders regarding the taking of game following a public meeting and an opportunity for public input. Not less
than 30 days before issuing an order, the commission shall provide a copy of the order to each of the
following:

(a) Each member of each standing committee of the senate or house of representatives that considers
legislation pertaining to conservation, the environment, natural resources, recreation, tourism, or agriculture.

(b) The chairperson of the senate appropriations committee and the chairperson of the house of
representatives appropriations committee.

(c) The members of the subcommittee of the senate appropriations committee and the subcommittee of the
house of representatives appropriations committee that consider the budget of the department of natural
resources.

(3) The legislature declares that hunting, fishing, and the taking of game are a valued part of the cultural
heritage of this state and should be forever preserved. The legislature further declares that these activities play
an important part in the state's economy and in the conservation, preservation, and management of the state's
natural resources. Therefore, the legislature declares that the citizens of this state have a right to hunt, fish,
and take game, subject to the regulations and restrictions prescribed by subsection (2) and law.

History: Add. 1996, Act 377, Eff. Dec. 5, 1996;¾Am. 1997, Act 19, Imd. Eff. June 12, 1997;¾Am. 2013, Act 21, Imd. Eff. May 8,
2013;¾Am. 2013, Act 22, Imd. Eff. May 8, 2013;¾Am. 2014, Act 281, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015;¾Am. 2016, Act 382, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22,
2016.

Compiler's note: This section, as added by Act 377 of 1996, was submitted to, and approved by, the electors of the state at the
general election held on November 5, 1996.

Enacting section 1 of Act 281 of 2014 provides:
"Enacting section 1. This act reenacts all or portions of 2012 PA 520, 2013 PA 21, 2013 PA 22 and 2013 PA 108. If any portions of

2012 PA 520 or 2013 PA 21 or 2013 PA 22 or 2013 PA 108 not amended by this act are invalidated pursuant to referendum or any other
reason, then any such invalidated portions of 2012 PA 520, 2013 PA 21, 2013 PA 22 and 2013 PA 108 which are otherwise included in
this act, shall be deemed to be reenacted pursuant to this act."

Enacting section 2 of Act 281 of 2014 provides:
"Enacting section 2. If any part or parts of this act are found to be in conflict with the state constitution of 1963, the United States

constitution, or federal law, this act shall be implemented to the maximum extent that the state constitution of 1963, the United States
constitution, and federal law permit. Any provision held invalid or inoperative shall be severable from the remaining portions of this act."

Public Act 281 of 2014 was proposed by initiative petition pursuant to Const 1963, art II, § 9. The initiative petition was approved by
an affirmative vote of the majority of the Senate on August 13, 2014 and by the House of Representatives on August 27, 2014. The
initiative petition was filed with the Secretary of State on August 27, 2014.

In Keep Michigan Wolves Protected v State of Michigan, an unpublished opinion issued November 22, 2016, (Docket No. 328604),
the Michigan Court of Appeals held that 2014 PA 281, which amended sections of the natural resources and environmental protection
act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.101 to 324.90106, is unconstitutional as it violates the title-object clause of section 24 of article IV of the
state constitution of 1963.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.40114 Permits or licenses; issuance to individual who is paraplegic, amputee, or
permanently disabled; taking of game with modified bow; permits for additional activities;
activities not considered hunting; suspension, revocation, annulment, withdrawal, recall,
cancellation, or amendment of permit; disposition of fees; report; sterilization of game;
deer management zones; ordinance; "cub bear" defined.
Sec. 40114. (1) The department may issue a permit to an individual who is unable to walk because the

individual is a paraplegic or an amputee or because of a disease or injury that has rendered the individual
permanently disabled. A permit issued under this subsection authorizes the individual to take game during the
open season for that game, including deer of either sex, from or upon a standing vehicle if that individual
holds a license to take that game issued under part 435 and complies with all other laws and rules for the
taking of game.

(2) The department may issue a permit to an individual who is permanently disabled, who has full use of
only 1 arm, and who upon investigation is unable to hold, aim, and shoot a bow. A permit issued under this
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of the year in which convicted and the next succeeding calendar year, or longer in the discretion of the court.
(8) In addition to the penalties provided for violating this part or an order issued under this part, an

individual convicted of the illegal killing, possessing, purchasing, or selling of a bear or an antlered
white-tailed deer is subject to the following penalties:

(a) For a first offense, the individual shall not secure or possess a license of any kind to hunt for an
additional 2 calendar years after the penalties imposed under subsection (7).

(b) For a second or subsequent offense, the individual shall not secure or possess a license of any kind to
hunt for an additional 7 calendar years after the penalties imposed under subsection (7).

(9) In addition to the penalties provided for violating this part or an order issued under this part, an
individual convicted of the illegal killing, possessing, purchasing, or selling of a wild turkey shall not secure
or possess a license of any kind to hunt for an additional 2 calendar years after the penalties imposed under
subsection (7).

(10) An individual sentenced under subsection (4) or (5) is subject to the following penalties:
(a) For a first offense, the individual shall not secure or possess a license of any kind to hunt for the

remainder of the year in which convicted and the next 15 succeeding calendar years.
(b) For a second offense, the individual shall not secure or possess a license of any kind to hunt for the

remainder of that individual's life.
(11) An individual who violates section 40113(1) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment

for not less than 5 days or more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $100.00 or more than $500.00, or both,
and the costs of prosecution.

(12) An individual who violates section 40113(2) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment
for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $50.00 or more than $500.00, or both, and the costs of
prosecution.

(13) An individual who violates section 40113(3) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment
for not less than 5 days or more than 90 days and a fine of not less than $100.00 or more than $500.00, and
the costs of prosecution.

(14) An individual who violates a provision of this part or an order or interim order issued under this part
regarding the taking or possession of an animal that has been designated by the department to be a protected
animal, other than an animal that appears on a list prepared under section 36505, is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not less than $100.00 or more than
$1,000.00, or both, and the costs of prosecution.

(15) An individual who buys or sells game or a protected animal in violation of this part or an order or
interim order issued under this part is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than
90 days or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or both, for the first offense, and is guilty of a felony for each
subsequent offense.

(16) An individual who willfully violates a provision of this part or an order or interim order issued under
this part by using an illegally constructed snare or cable restraint is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of $1,000.00 for the first illegally constructed snare or
cable restraint and $250.00 for each subsequent illegally constructed snare or cable restraint, or both, and the
costs of prosecution.

(17) An individual who violates a provision of this part or an order or interim order issued under this part
regarding the importation of a cervid carcass or parts of a cervid carcass, other than hides, deboned meat,
quarters or other parts of a cervid that do not have any part of the spinal column or head attached, finished
taxidermy products, cleaned teeth, antlers, or antlers attached to a skullcap cleaned of brain and muscle tissue,
from another state or province is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90
days or a fine of not less than $500.00 or more than $2,000.00, or both, and the costs of prosecution.

(18) If an individual is convicted of a violation of this part or an order or interim order issued under this
part and it is alleged in the complaint and proved or admitted at trial or ascertained by the court after
conviction that the individual had been previously convicted 2 times within the preceding 5 years for a
violation of this part or an order or interim order issued under this part, the individual is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not less than 10 days or more than 180 days, and a fine of not
less than $500.00 or more than $2,000.00, and costs of prosecution.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 347, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2000;¾Am. 2012, Act 520, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 28, 2012;¾Am. 2015, Act 188, Eff. Feb. 14, 2016;¾Am. 2017, Act 124, Eff. Jan. 10, 2018.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 124 of 2017 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act may be referred to as the "John Kivela amendatory act."

Popular name: Act 451

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 847 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



(ii) The organism is naturalized and widely distributed in this state.
(iii) Based on a risk assessment, any of the following apply:
(A) The organism has the potential to harm human health or to harm natural, agricultural, or silvicultural

resources.
(B) Effective management or control techniques for the organism are available.
(3) The relevant commission shall list an aquatic species as a prohibited species or restricted species if the

relevant commission determines the following based on a review by the relevant department:
(a) For an aquatic prohibited species, all of the following requirements are met:
(i) The organism is not native or is genetically engineered.
(ii) The organism is not naturalized in this state or, if naturalized, is not widely distributed.
(iii) Based on a risk assessment, any of the following apply:
(A) The organism has the potential to harm human health or to severely harm natural, agricultural, or

silvicultural resources.
(B) Effective management or control techniques for the organism are not available.
(b) For an aquatic restricted species, all of the following requirements are met:
(i) The organism is not native.
(ii) The organism is naturalized in this state.
(iii) Based on a risk assessment, any of the following apply:
(A) The organism has the potential to harm human health or to harm natural, agricultural, or silvicultural

resources.
(B) Effective management or control techniques for the organism are available.
(4) The following apply to a review by the relevant department of an aquatic species for listing as a

prohibited species or restricted species under subsection (3):
(a) The relevant department shall review each aquatic animal listed or delisted as injurious wildlife under

the Lacey act, 16 USC 3371 to 3378, and each aquatic plant designated or removed from designation as a
noxious weed under the plant protection act, title IV of Public Law 106-224, for listing or delisting as a
prohibited species or restricted species within 180 days after the change in federal listing or designation.

(b) The relevant department shall review each aquatic species that has the potential to harm human health
or natural, agricultural, or silvicultural resources for listing as a prohibited species or restricted species even if
the species is not currently on either federal list described in subdivision (a).

(c) The relevant department may review other aquatic species for listing as prohibited or restricted species.
(5) The relevant director may issue an emergency order designating an organism as a prohibited species or

restricted species if the organism has the potential to harm human health or to severely harm natural,
agriculture, or silvicultural resources. An emergency order is effective for 90 days or a shorter period if
specified in the order. The relevant department shall do all of the following:

(a) Post a proposed emergency order on its website and otherwise publicize the proposed emergency order
in a manner that ensures that interested persons are provided notice of the proposed emergency order, the
reasons for the emergency order, and the proposed effective date of the order.

(b) Provide a copy of the proposed emergency order to each member of the standing committees of the
senate and the house of representatives that consider legislation pertaining to conservation, the environment,
recreation, tourism, or natural resources.

(c) Post the final emergency order on its website.
(6) The relevant department may issue an order setting forth the conditions under which naturalized

organisms of an aquatic restricted species may be harvested, possessed, and transported.
History: Add. 2009, Act 52, Eff. Sept. 21, 2009;¾Am. 2014, Act 537, Eff. Apr. 15, 2015;¾Am. 2018, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 21, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41302a Repealed. 2018, Act 451, Eff. March 21, 2019.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to a permitted aquatic species list.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41303 Possession of live prohibited or restricted organism; prohibition; exceptions;
notification of location where found.
Sec. 41303. (1) A person shall not knowingly possess a live organism if the organism is a prohibited

species or restricted species, except under 1 or more of the following circumstances:
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324.41503 Saginaw bay; hunting.
Sec. 41503. A person may go upon any parts of the lands described in this subpart at any and all times

permitted by the game laws of this state for the purpose of hunting or shooting wildfowl or game. However, a
person shall not hunt or shoot wildfowl or game on the lands, or any part of the lands, described in this
subpart at any season or time or manner that is not permitted by the game laws of this state, and any person
violating any game laws of this state by hunting wildfowl or game on any of the lands described in this
subpart shall be punished as provided by law.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41504 Saginaw bay; control; rules; enforcement; violation of subpart; penalty.
Sec. 41504. Public shooting grounds described in this subpart are under the control of the department. The

department may make, publish, and enforce reasonable rules and regulations for the care and preservation of
the shooting grounds, for the maintenance of good order, and for the protection of property as from time to
time are necessary or expedient. If the department makes any rules or regulations pertaining to the
management or welfare of the shooting grounds, the department may enforce the rules or regulations and
cause a person violating any rule or regulation to be punished for that violation in the manner set forth in this
subpart. All rules and regulations made by the department under the authority of this subpart or any other part
or act shall be effective within the whole territory referred to in this subpart. A person who violates this
subpart or any of the rules and regulations prescribed by the department is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by imprisonment for not less than 10 days or more than 60 days, or a fine of not more than $50.00,
or both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 2

324.41505 Lake Erie submerged lands in Monroe and Wayne counties; public shooting and
hunting ground; fishing privileges.
Sec. 41505. All of that part of Lake Erie lying adjacent to the surveyed lands of Monroe and Wayne

counties and any submerged lands within the surveyed lines of these counties and connected with Lake Erie
and the Detroit river, providing the surveyed lands are owned by the state, are set apart and dedicated for a
public shooting or hunting ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people of the state, for a distance
extending 1 mile into Lake Erie, the eastern line of the submerged lands and waters reserved by this subpart
being 1 mile distant from the surveyed lines of the east side of Monroe and Wayne counties and parallel to
those surveyed lines. This reservation and dedication shall not interfere with or detract from any rights or
privileges as to fishing now enjoyed by any person or the public.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41506 Lake Erie submerged lands; trespassers; navigation.
Sec. 41506. A person who has located upon or occupied or in the future locates upon or occupies any part

of the submerged lands or lake described in this subpart, except as provided in this subpart, is a trespasser and
may be prosecuted as a trespasser upon the public lands in the manner provided by law. However, the waters
shall be free for all purposes of navigation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41507 Lake Erie submerged lands; destruction of submarine vegetation; violation as
misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 41507. A person shall not cut or otherwise destroy the rushes and other submarine vegetation growing

on the reserve described in this subpart without the consent of the boards of commissioners of Monroe and
Wayne counties. A person who willfully cuts or destroys the same, or causes that cutting or destruction to be
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except in accordance with the laws of this state governing the hunting of that species.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 23, Imd. Eff. June 18, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41708 Operator's records; contents; inspection; reports.
Sec. 41708. Each operator of a game bird hunting preserve licensed under this part shall maintain a record

of the names, addresses, and hunting license numbers of all persons hunting upon the preserve, together with
the date upon which they hunted and the number of each species taken. The operator shall also maintain an
accurate record of the total number, by species, of birds propagated, reared, or purchased and, for each release
of birds, the date of the release and the number of individuals of each species released. The records shall be
open for inspection by the department at any reasonable time. The licensee shall also provide complete and
accurate reports when and as required by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 23, Imd. Eff. June 18, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41709 License; application; contents.
Sec. 41709. An application for a license under this part shall state the name and address of the applicant,

the legal description of the premises to be licensed, the kind of birds to be covered by the license, and other
information required by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41710 Open season; duration; orders.
Sec. 41710. (1) By order, the department may establish an open season for game bird hunting preserves

that shall be not less than 120 days. The department may issue other orders governing the administration of
this part as the department considers expedient.

(2) Orders issued under subsection (1) shall be issued subject to the procedure under section 40107.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 23, Imd. Eff. June 18, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41711 License fees; credit to game and fish protection account.
Sec. 41711. All money received from the sale of licenses and tags or seals as provided in this part shall be

deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the game and fish protection account of the Michigan
conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41712 Violation as misdemeanor; penalty; grounds for suspension or revocation of
license.
Sec. 41712. (1) A person who violates this part or an order issued under this part is guilty of a

misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00 and
the costs of prosecution, or both.

(2) In addition to the penalty provided in this section, a license issued under this part may be suspended or
revoked, after a hearing as provided by law, if the license holder fails to comply with the requirements of this
part, if a licensee fails to maintain or submit accurate reports and records as required by the department, or if a
licensee is convicted of a violation of this part. Birds held under a license that is suspended or revoked shall
then be disposed of only in a manner approved by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 23, Imd. Eff. June 18, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 868 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



least once in each week, in a newspaper published in the county in which the area to be closed is located. If no
newspaper is published in the county, then the notice shall be published in a newspaper published in an
adjoining county. If, in the judgment of the department, closure signs are not maintained so as to adequately
give notice of the closure to a careful and prudent person, the closure may be rescinded by service of notice of
rescission on the clerk or recording officer of the political subdivision, and in such case the closure shall
terminate 30 days after service of notice of rescission.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41904 Prohibitions against discharge of firearms; exceptions.
Sec. 41904. Any prohibition against discharge of firearms made under authority of this part does not apply

to peace officers or members of any branch of the armed forces in the discharge of their proper duties. The
department may authorize the use of firearms to prevent or control the depredations of birds or animals in
situations where significant damages are being caused by wildlife.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.41905 Violation of part or rules as misdemeanor.
Sec. 41905. Any person who violates this part or a rule promulgated under this part is guilty of a

misdemeanor.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 421
DOG TRAINING AREAS

324.42101 Special dog training area; permit; application; fee; size; limitation; additional
permits.
Sec. 42101. Upon application of any club or organization having 10 or more members who are citizens of

this state, or upon the application of 10 or more citizens of this state, and the payment of a registration fee of
$5.00, the department, pursuant to part 13, may issue a permit authorizing the establishment and maintenance
by the club, organization, or citizens on land owned by them, or over which they have legal control, of a
special dog training area where dogs may be trained at any time during the year. A dog training area shall not
be less than 40 acres or more than 240 acres, and permits shall not be issued for more than 6 special dog
training areas in any 1 county. In counties having a population of 100,000 or more, the department may issue
additional permits as the department considers to be in the public interest.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.42102 Training dogs; conditions; rules; prohibitions.
Sec. 42102. Permit holders may at any time during the year train their own dogs or the dogs of other

persons on land described in section 42101 or permit others to do so under conditions that are mutually agreed
upon and under rules as may be considered expedient by the department. Hunting or the carrying or
possession of firearms other than a pistol or revolver with blank cartridges at any time of year on lands
described in section 42101 is unlawful.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.42103 Dog training areas; posting boundary lines; notice; contents.
Sec. 42103. The boundary lines of each such special dog training area described in section 42101 shall be

kept plainly and conspicuously posted by the permit holder with legible notices at least 10 inches by 12 inches
in size placed not more than 100 yards apart which shall bear the following warning:
                     Special Dog Training Area
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same species. However, pinioned or wing-clipped birds may be kept in unroofed enclosures.
(2) After July 1, 1986, the department shall not issue a license to a person, or approve an enclosure or pen

capable of enclosing deer, unless the following conditions are met:
(a) The township or city in which the enclosure or pen is to be located has granted authorization for the

enclosure or pen to be located within the township or city.
(b) If there are deer within the area to be enclosed, the applicant or license holder flushes that area to

eliminate those deer. The applicant or license holder shall submit the proposed method to be used to flush
deer from the area to the department for approval.

(3) Any deer that cannot be flushed from the land that is to be enclosed and is covered by a license issued
under this part shall be purchased from the state as provided in section 42707.

(4) Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply to a person who has a valid license on July 1, 1986, unless the
license holder expands the lands covered by the license.

(5) As used in this section, “flush” or “flushed” means to move or chase from the area that is to be
enclosed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.42707 Purchase of and title to state-owned game; price.
Sec. 42707. If wild, state owned game animals are present on land that is covered by a license, the

applicant may purchase the state owned game from the state and secure title to the game. Except as otherwise
provided in this section, the price to be paid for the game shall be fixed by the department, but the price shall
not exceed the market value that the game have for breeding purposes. However, the price of deer purchased
from the state shall be $250.00 per deer.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.42708 Game covered by license; manner of taking or killing; requirement for wild turkey
or wild turkey hybrids.
Sec. 42708. (1) Game covered by a license may be taken or killed in any manner and at any time, except

that game birds covered by a license may not be shot, except by the holder of a license in special situations
when the department promulgates rules or the department issues orders permitting the shooting of game birds.

(2) Wild turkey or wild turkey hybrids covered by a license shall have 1 wing pinioned within 14 days of
hatching.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.42709 Removal of game from premises; identification; seals, bands, and tags; removal
of certain fertile eggs prohibited.
Sec. 42709. (1) Game, including the parts or products of game, may be removed from licensed premises

only when identified as required by the department. This identification may be by bill of sale, invoice, or
seals, tags, bands, or appropriate stamp mark affixed to carcasses and their parts or to wrappers, crates, or
other containers. Required tags and seals shall be provided to the license holder by the department at
reasonable cost. The use of seals, bands, and tags shall not be required on consignments of game sent to the
department or to other state institutions to be used for scientific purposes.

(2) Live game may be removed from licensed premises only by licensed game breeders, shooting preserve
operators, or persons holding permits authorizing the possession of the game. Wild turkeys or wild turkey
hybrids shall not be removed from licensed premises unless they are pinioned.

(3) Fertile eggs from wild turkeys or wild turkey hybrids shall not be removed from licensed premises.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.42710 Orders; rules.
Sec. 42710. (1) The department may issue orders considered necessary by the department to protect the

public interest and to provide for the proper administration of this part. Orders under this part shall be issued
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Popular name: NREPA

324.43527b Deer management assistance permits.
Sec. 43527b. The department may issue deer management assistance permits pursuant to current

regulations.
History: Add. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept. 17, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43528 Bear hunting license; exception; eligibility beginning March 1, 2014; fees; kill tag;
application fee; bear participation license.
Sec. 43528. (1) An individual shall not hunt bear unless the individual possesses a bear hunting license.

However, an individual who goes on a bear hunt with a licensed hunter is not required to possess a bear
hunting license if the individual does not carry a firearm, bow, or crossbow and does not own dogs used to
chase or locate bear during the hunt. Beginning March 1, 2014, only an individual holding a valid base license
is eligible to purchase a bear hunting license, pursuant to current regulations.

(2) The fee for a resident bear hunting license is $15.00. The fee for a nonresident bear hunting license is
$150.00. Beginning March 1, 2014, the fee for a bear hunting license is $25.00.

(3) The department may issue a kill tag with, or as a part of, a bear hunting license. The kill tag shall bear
the license number. The kill tag may also include space for other pertinent information required by the
department. The kill tag, if issued, is part of the license.

(4) In addition to the license fees in subsection (2), the department shall charge a nonrefundable
application fee not to exceed $4.00 for each individual who applies for a bear hunting license. Beginning
March 1, 2014, in addition to the license fees in subsection (2), the department shall charge a nonrefundable
application fee not to exceed $5.00 for each individual who applies for a bear hunting license.

(5) Beginning March 1, 2014, the following individuals chasing or locating bear with dogs during the open
season for that game and who hold a valid base license are eligible for the purchase of a bear participation
license for a fee of $15.00:

(a) Any individual possessing a firearm, crossbow, or bow and arrow.
(b) The owner, when present, of any dog chasing or locating bear.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 103, Imd. Eff. Mar. 5, 1996;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar.

1, 1997;¾Am. 2008, Act 347, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2008;¾Am. 2009, Act 70, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2009;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept.
17, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43528a Moose hunting license; fees; kill tag.
Sec. 43528a. (1) A resident shall not hunt moose without a moose hunting license. Beginning March 1,

2014, only a resident holding a valid base license is eligible to purchase a moose hunting license, pursuant to
current regulations. The fee for a moose hunting license is $100.00. The department may establish a
nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $4.00 for each individual who applies for a moose hunting
license. Beginning March 1, 2014, the department may establish a nonrefundable application fee not to
exceed $5.00 for each individual who applies for a moose hunting license.

(2) The department may issue a kill tag with, or as part of, a moose hunting license. The kill tag shall bear
the license number. The kill tag may also include space for other pertinent information required by the
department. The kill tag, if issued, is part of the license.

History: Add. 2010, Act 366, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 2010;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept. 17, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43528b Wolf hunting license; eligibility beginning March 1, 2014; fee; kill tag.
Sec. 43528b. (1) An individual shall not hunt wolf without a wolf hunting license. Beginning March 1,

2014, only an individual holding a valid base license is eligible to purchase a wolf hunting license. The fee for
a resident wolf hunting license is $100.00. The fee for a nonresident wolf hunting license is $500.00. The
department may establish a nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $4.00 for each individual who applies
for a wolf hunting license. Beginning March 1, 2014, the department may establish a nonrefundable
application fee not to exceed $5.00 for each individual who applies for a wolf hunting license.

(2) The department may issue a kill tag with, or as part of, a wolf hunting license. The kill tag shall bear
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individual to display an electronic copy of his or her 24-hour or 72-hour fishing license using an electronic
device.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 356, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1996;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1,
1997;¾Am. 2010, Act 29, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 2010;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept. 17, 2013;¾Am. 2016, Act 463, Eff. Mar. 29,
2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43534 Free fishing days.
Sec. 43534. (1) The department shall designate a Saturday and the following Sunday during January or

February of each year as free winter fishing days. In addition, the department may designate 1 other day or 2
other consecutive days each year as free fishing days.

(2) During free fishing days, a resident or nonresident may fish for all species of fish in waters of this state
designated by the department without purchasing a license or permit.

(3) A person who fishes during a free fishing day pursuant to subsection (1) has the same privileges and is
subject to the same rules and regulations as the holder of a limited fishing license issued pursuant to section
43533.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1999, Act 233, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1999.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43535 Senior license; discounted fees.
Sec. 43535. (1) Until March 1, 2014, a resident of this state who is 65 years of age or older may obtain a

senior small game license, a senior firearm deer license, a senior bow and arrow deer license, a senior bear
hunting license, a senior wild turkey hunting license, or a senior fur harvester's license. The fee for each
senior license shall be discounted 60% from the fee for the resident license.

(2) Beginning March 1, 2014, a resident of this state who is 65 years of age or older may obtain a senior
base license, a senior deer license, a senior wild turkey hunting license, or a senior fur harvester's license. The
fee for each senior license shall be discounted 60% from the fee for the resident license.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept.
17, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43536 Senior all-species fishing license; discounted fees; electronic license.
Sec. 43536. (1) A resident of this state who is 65 years of age or older may obtain a senior all-species

fishing license. The fee for a senior all-species fishing license is discounted 60% from the fee for a resident
all-species fishing license.

(2) Not later than March 1, 2018, the department shall develop an electronic license that allows an
individual to display an electronic copy of his or her senior all-species fishing license using an electronic
device.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept.
17, 2013;¾Am. 2016, Act 463, Eff. Mar. 29, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43536a Obtaining license by active member of military; “active member of the military”
defined.
Sec. 43536a. (1) Beginning March 1, 2014, an active member of the military may obtain any license under

this part for which a lottery is not required at no cost upon presentation to a licensing agent of leave papers,
duty papers, military orders, or other evidence acceptable to the department verifying that he or she is
stationed outside of this state. The license is valid during the season in which that license would otherwise be
valid.

(2) As used in this section, "active member of the military" means either of the following:
(a) An individual described by section 43506(3)(d).
(b) An individual who meets all of the following requirements:
(i) The individual is a reserve component soldier, sailor, airman, or marine or member of the Michigan

national guard and is called to federal active duty.
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(ii) At the time the individual was called to federal active duty, he or she was a resident of this state.
(iii) The individual has maintained his or her residence in this state for the purpose of obtaining a driver

license or voter registration, or both.
History: Add. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997;¾Am. 2003, Act 4, Imd. Eff. Apr. 22, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 545, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3,

2005;¾Am. 2013, Act 21, Imd. Eff. May 8, 2013;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept. 17, 2013;¾Am. 2014, Act 281, Eff. Mar. 31,
2015.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 1 of Act 281 of 2014 provides:
"Enacting section 1. This act reenacts all or portions of 2012 PA 520, 2013 PA 21, 2013 PA 22 and 2013 PA 108. If any portions of

2012 PA 520 or 2013 PA 21 or 2013 PA 22 or 2013 PA 108 not amended by this act are invalidated pursuant to referendum or any other
reason, then any such invalidated portions of 2012 PA 520, 2013 PA 21, 2013 PA 22 and 2013 PA 108 which are otherwise included in
this act, shall be deemed to be reenacted pursuant to this act."

Enacting section 2 of Act 281 of 2014 provides:
"Enacting section 2. If any part or parts of this act are found to be in conflict with the state constitution of 1963, the United States

constitution, or federal law, this act shall be implemented to the maximum extent that the state constitution of 1963, the United States
constitution, and federal law permit. Any provision held invalid or inoperative shall be severable from the remaining portions of this act."

Public Act 281 of 2014 was proposed by initiative petition pursuant to Const 1963, art II, § 9. The initiative petition was approved by
an affirmative vote of the majority of the Senate on August 13, 2014 and by the House of Representatives on August 27, 2014. The
initiative petition was filed with the Secretary of State on August 27, 2014.

In Keep Michigan Wolves Protected v State of Michigan, an unpublished opinion issued November 22, 2016, (Docket No. 328604),
the Michigan Court of Appeals held that 2014 PA 281, which amended sections of the natural resources and environmental protection
act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.101 to 324.90106, is unconstitutional as it violates the title-object clause of section 24 of article IV of the
state constitution of 1963.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43537 Restricted or senior all-species fishing license; eligibility of legally blind; disabled
veteran; resident license for which lottery not required; proof of eligibility; processing
licenses; appropriations; "disabled veteran" defined.
Sec. 43537. (1) Until March 1, 2014, a resident who is declared legally blind is eligible to purchase a

senior restricted or senior all-species fishing license. Beginning March 1, 2014, a resident who is declared
legally blind is eligible to purchase a senior all-species fishing license.

(2) A disabled veteran is eligible to obtain any resident license under this part for which a lottery is not
required free of charge.

(3) The department may demand proof of eligibility under subsection (1), (2), or (4). The licensee, when
taking aquatic species or hunting, shall possess proof of his or her eligibility under subsection (1), (2), or (4),
as applicable, and shall furnish the proof upon the request of a peace officer.

(4) The department shall process licenses issued under this section in the same manner as licenses issued to
senior citizens for purposes of receiving appropriations from the legislature under section 43546.

(5) As used in this section, "disabled veteran" means either of the following:
(a) A resident who has been determined by the United States department of veterans affairs to be

permanently and totally disabled as a result of military service and entitled to veterans' benefits at the 100%
rate, for a disability other than blindness.

(b) A resident rated by the United States department of veterans affairs as individually unemployable.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997;¾Am. 2007, Act 60, Imd. Eff. Sept.

18, 2007;¾Am. 2012, Act 339, Eff. Mar. 1, 2013;¾Am. 2013, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Sept. 17, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43538 Fishing; reciprocity.
Sec. 43538. The department may permit a person licensed under the fishing laws of an adjacent state to

fish in the inland lakes and rivers or portions of rivers of this state that constitute a part of the border of this
state, if the adjacent state grants similar privileges to a person licensed in this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43539 Report by licensee.
Sec. 43539. The department may require each licensed hunter, trapper, and angler to make a report to the

department of the number, kinds, and location of game animals, game birds, fur-bearing animals, and fish
taken during the respective open season by the licensee. The department shall establish the prescribed manner
in which the requested information is reported.
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History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43540 License; application and issuance by mail, on-line computer service, or
telephone; fees; delinquent payment.
Sec. 43540. (1) An application for 1 or more licenses issued under this part may be made by mail, on-line

computer service, or telephone to the department, or to a person designated by the department, who shall
forward the license issued to the applicant to an address as directed by the applicant. An applicant shall satisfy
all the requirements of this part for obtaining a license before a license is issued by mail or telephone. The
department may charge a fee for an application made by mail, on-line computer service, or telephone in
addition to the fee for the license or licenses. Total fees collected by the department under this subsection in
any license year shall not exceed the additional cost of providing mail or telephone service in that year.

(2) If a check or draft of a required fee is not paid on its first presentation, the fee is delinquent as of the
date the check or draft was tendered. The person tendering the check or draft remains liable for the payment
of each fee and any penalty.

(3) The department may revoke a license, duplicate license, application, or permit if the department has
determined that a fee prescribed in this part has not been paid and remains unpaid after reasonable notice or
demand.

(4) If a fee is still delinquent 15 days after the department has given notice to a person who tendered the
check or draft, the department shall assess and collect a $15.00 penalty in addition to the license and
transaction fee.

(5) The director may refuse to issue additional licenses under this part to a person who is delinquent in
payment of fees or penalties provided in subsection (4) at the time the application is submitted.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43540a Sportsmen against hunger program; implementation; duties of department;
financial donations; contract with nonprofit organization to administer program; contract
requirements; "program" defined.
Sec. 43540a. (1) Subject to subsection (4), by January 1, 2007, the department shall implement a program

to distribute wild game to people in need. The program shall be known as the sportsmen against hunger
program.

(2) Under the program, the department shall do all of the following:
(a) Collect donations of legally taken game that complies with all state and federal game laws, including

any requirement that the parts of the game be intact.
(b) Contract for processing the donated game.
(c) Distribute the processed game to food banks, soup kitchens, and other charitable organizations that

provide meals or food to people free of charge.
(d) Promote the program through the license distribution system and other means that will further the

mission of the program.
(3) Under the program, the department may request financial donations to offset the cost of processing

donated game. The financial donations are tax deductible.
(4) The department may contract for the administration of the program by a nonprofit organization that is

exempt from taxation under section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code, 26 USC 501, if the department
determines that it is more efficient to do so. Subject to section 43540c(9), payments under the contract shall
be adequate to cover the nonprofit organization's costs in administering the program. Before entering such a
contract, the department shall issue a request for proposals. If the request for proposals does not yield a bid
that meets the requirements of this section, the department is not required to implement the sportsmen against
hunger program.

(5) To qualify to enter a contract under subsection (4), a nonprofit organization must have demonstrated a
commitment to the goals of the program and have at least 5 years of experience in providing wild game or
other food to people free of charge. The contract shall require that the contracting nonprofit organization do
all of the following:

(a) Maintain a license under the charitable organizations and solicitations act, 1975 PA 169, MCL 400.271
to 400.294.

(b) Maintain adequate staff to perform the tasks outlined in the contract.
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court may order the revocation of 1 or more of the person's licenses and may by order provide that the person
shall not secure 1 or more licenses for not less than the remainder of the year in which convicted and during
the next succeeding year, or longer in the discretion of the court.

(2) The department shall comply with a suspension order issued as provided in the support and parenting
time enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552.650, within 7 days after receipt of the suspension
order.

(3) An order rescinding a suspension order issued under the support and parenting time enforcement act,
1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552.650, is effective upon its entry by the court and purchase by the licensee
of a replacement license.

(4) If a person is charged with, or convicted of, a violation of this part, or another law relative to hunting,
fishing, or trapping, and the person fails to answer a citation or a notice to appear in court, or for any matter
pending, or fails to comply with an order or judgment of the court, the court shall immediately give notice by
first-class mail sent to the person's last known address that if the person fails to appear within 7 days after the
notice is issued, or fails to comply with the order or judgment of the court within 14 days after the notice is
issued, the department shall suspend the person's hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses. If the person fails to
appear within the 7-day period, or fails to comply with the order or judgment of the court within the 14-day
period, the court shall immediately inform the department. The department shall immediately suspend the
person's hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses and notify the person of the suspension by first-class mail sent
to the person's last known address.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997;¾Am. 1998, Act 95, Eff. Aug. 10,
1998;¾Am. 2013, Act 37, Imd. Eff. May 28, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43560 Violation as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 43560. A person who violates this part or a rule promulgated under this part, for which violation a

penalty is not otherwise provided for in this part, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for
not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $25.00 or more than $250.00 and the costs of prosecution, or
both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43561 Rules.
Sec. 43561. The department may promulgate rules for the administration of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 585, Eff. Mar. 1, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 437
MICHIGAN GAME AND FISH PROTECTION TRUST FUND

324.43701 Definitions.
Sec. 43701. As used in this part:
(a) "Game and fish protection account" means the game and fish protection account of the Michigan

conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.
(b) "Gas" means a mixture of hydrocarbons and nonhydrocarbons in a gaseous state which may or may not

be associated with oil and includes liquids resulting from the condensation of those hydrocarbons and
nonhydrocarbons.

(c) "Mineral" means an inorganic substance that can be extracted from the earth, except for oil or gas, and
includes rock, metal ores, and mineral water.

(d) "Oil" means natural crude oil or petroleum and other hydrocarbons, regardless of gravity, which are
produced at the well in liquid form by ordinary production methods and which are not the result of
condensation of gas after it leaves the underground reservoir.

(e) "Trust fund" means the Michigan game and fish protection trust fund established in section 41 of article
IX of the state constitution of 1963 and provided for in section 43702.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec.
23, 2006.
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representatives with jurisdiction over issues pertaining to natural resources and the environment.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;¾Am. 2002, Act 56, Eff. Sept. 21,

2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43705 Joint legislative work group; establishment; purpose; composition; membership;
appointment; service; vacancy; first meeting; quorum; compensation; assistance and staff
support; report.
Sec. 43705. (1) A joint legislative work group on game and fish program revenue is established.
(2) The work group shall consist of representatives of the house and senate standing committees with

primary responsibility for natural resources issues and the house and senate appropriations subcommittees on
natural resources. Members shall be appointed on a bipartisan basis by the speaker of the house of
representatives and the senate majority leader. The work group shall also include representatives of the
natural resources commission and other interested parties.

(3) The members first appointed to the work group shall be appointed within 30 days after the effective
date of the 2004 amendatory act that amended this section.

(4) Each member of the work group shall serve at the pleasure of the speaker of the house of
representatives or the senate majority leader, whichever appointed the member.

(5) If a vacancy occurs on the work group, the vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointment was made.

(6) The first meeting of the work group shall be called by the senate majority leader. At the first meeting,
the work group shall elect from among its members a chairperson and other officers as it considers necessary
or appropriate. After the first meeting, the work group shall meet at least quarterly, or more frequently at the
call of the chairperson or if requested by 2 or more members.

(7) A majority of the members of the work group constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a
meeting of the work group. A majority of the members present and serving are required for official action of
the work group.

(8) Members of the work group shall serve without compensation. However, members of the work group
may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties
as members of the work group.

(9) Assistance and staff support to the work group may be provided by the house and senate fiscal
agencies.

(10) By December 31, 2004, and annually thereafter, the work group shall issue to the members of the
legislature a report on game and fish program revenue. The report shall include, but need not be limited to, tax
credit issues and alternative funding options to establish stable sources of long-term financial support for
game and fish protection programs.

History: Add. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;¾Am. 2004, Act 311, Imd. Eff. Aug. 27, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 439
MICHIGAN NONGAME FISH AND WILDLIFE TRUST FUND

324.43901 Definitions.
Sec. 43901. As used in this part:
(a) "Nongame fish and wildlife" means fish or wild animals that are unconfined and not ordinarily taken

for sport, fur, or food, and the habitat that supports them. However, nongame fish and wildlife includes fish
and wild animals designated as game species when located in an area of this state where the taking of that
species of fish or wild animal is prohibited.

(b) "Trust fund" means the Michigan nongame fish and wildlife trust fund established in section 42 of
article IX of the state constitution of 1963 and provided for in section 43902.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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(b) Eight dollars from each lifetime firearm and bow and arrow deer license.
(c) Fifteen dollars from each lifetime sportsperson license and each comprehensive lifetime hunting and

fishing license.
(6) A person authorized to sell lifetime licenses shall, before the twenty-fifth day of each month, tender to

the department the money received from the fifteenth day of the preceding month to the fifteenth day of the
month in which payment is tendered for the lifetime licenses sold during that period, along with any other
relevant information required by the department.

(7) A person authorized to sell lifetime licenses, before March 31, 1990, shall file with the department a
complete report of all lifetime licenses sold between March 1, 1989 and February 28, 1990. All information
required in subsection (1), unsold lifetime licenses, and remaining money, not previously sent to the
department, shall be returned to the department.

(8) If a license issued under this part is lost, damaged, or destroyed, the licensee may apply to the
department for a replacement lifetime license by filing an affidavit and meeting the requirements of this part
for procuring a lifetime license. However, the fee for a lifetime license shall be waived if the licensee presents
the department with the damaged license or the facts presented regarding the destruction or loss of the lifetime
license are verified by a police report or other verification approved by the department. The department or a
conservation officer may require the holder of a lifetime license to obtain a replacement license from the
department if the license is mutilated or illegible.

(9) The department shall forward the proceeds of the sale of lifetime licenses to the state treasurer.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44104 Game and fish lifetime license trust fund; creation; purpose; crediting money
received; investment of trust fund.
Sec. 44104. (1) The game and fish lifetime license trust fund is created within the state treasury for the

benefit of the people of this state to assist in providing adequate long-term funding for the game and fish
protection account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit money received from the sale of lifetime hunting and fishing licenses
under this part to the trust fund.

(3) The state treasurer shall invest the trust fund in the same manner as surplus funds are invested.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44105 Maintenance and investment of corpus, interest, and earnings of trust fund;
crediting certain amount to game and fish protection account.
Sec. 44105. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) , the corpus of the trust fund and the interest

and earnings of the trust fund shall be maintained and invested by the state treasurer as provided in section
44104.

(2) For each lifetime license issued under this part, the state treasurer shall credit annually to the game and
fish protection account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010
from the accumulated interest and earnings of the trust fund, and from the corpus of the trust fund if the
accumulated interest and earnings of the trust fund are insufficient, that amount of money that the department
would have received had the holder of the lifetime license purchased the equivalent annual license during the
license year. For a comprehensive lifetime hunting and fishing license, the equivalent annual license for
purposes of calculations required by this section shall be the annual sportsperson license available pursuant to
section 43521.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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(o) "Owner", when used in reference to a vessel, means a person who claims lawful possession of the
vessel by virtue of legal title or an equitable interest in a vessel that entitles that person to possession of the
vessel.

(p) "Passenger" means an individual carried on board a charter boat except any of the following:
(i) The owner of the vessel or the owner's agent.
(ii) The pilot and members of the crew of the vessel who have not contributed consideration for their

transportation either before, during, or after the voyage.
(q) "Peace officer" means a sheriff or sheriff's deputy; village or township marshal; officer of the police

department of any city, village, or township; officer of the Michigan state police; or other police officer or law
enforcement officer who is trained and licensed or certified under the Michigan commission on law
enforcement standards act, 1965 PA 203, MCL 28.601 to 28.615, and includes the director and conservation
officers employed by the department.

(r) "Personal watercraft" means a vessel that meets all of the following requirements:
(i) Uses a motor-driven propeller or an internal combustion engine powering a water jet pump as its

primary source of propulsion.
(ii) Is designed without an open load carrying area that would retain water.
(iii) Is designed to be operated by 1 or more individuals positioned on, rather than within, the confines of

the hull.
(s) "Pilot's license" means a vessel operator's license issued by the United States Coast Guard or other

federal agency, or a license issued by the department to an operator of a charter boat that is operated on inland
waters.

(t) "Training or instructional purposes" means the teaching of any individual in the handling and
navigation of a vessel or the techniques of waterskiing.

(u) "Vessel" means every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane, used or capable of being used as
a means of transportation on water irrespective of the method of operation or propulsion.

(v) "Waters of the state" means any waters within the territorial limits of this state and includes those
waters of the Great Lakes which are under the jurisdiction of this state.

(w) "Waterways account" means the waterways account of the Michigan conservation and recreation
legacy fund provided for in section 2035.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;¾Am. 2012, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July
2, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 294, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1, 2012;¾Am. 2016, Act 294, Eff. Jan. 2, 2017.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44502 Conditions to renting or leasing charter boat or carrying passengers for hire;
possession and display of valid pilot's license; obtaining vessel inspection certificate and
pilot's license.
Sec. 44502. (1) A person shall not rent or lease, or offer to rent or lease, a charter boat, and a person shall

not carry passengers for hire on a vessel on the waters of this state unless all of the following conditions are
satisfied:

(a) The department has inspected the vessel, if required by this part, and has issued a certificate of
inspection that is valid and current for the vessel.

(b) The operator of the vessel is a licensed pilot or is under the direct supervision of a licensed pilot who is
on board the vessel.

(c) The person complies with the reporting requirements of section 44508.
(2) The licensed pilot of a charter boat shall possess a valid and current pilot's license issued in his or her

name and shall immediately display that license upon demand of any peace officer.
(3) A person shall not operate a charter boat that carries 7 or more passengers on navigable waters without

first obtaining a current vessel inspection certificate and a pilot's license from the United States coast guard or
other federal agency.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44503 Conditions to advertising or arranging for carrying passenger on charter boat.
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inspection.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply when the charter boat is being utilized by the owner of the charter boat

exclusively for noncommercial purposes.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44510 State pilot's license or renewal; examination; reexamination; revocation;
issuance; duration.
Sec. 44510. (1) The department shall examine, or provide for the examination of, all applicants for a state

pilot's license or renewal of an existing state pilot's license pursuant to the rules promulgated under section
44506 to ensure that an applicant has the skill, knowledge, and experience necessary to pilot a charter boat. If
the department has reasonable cause to believe it necessary, the department may reexamine the holder of a
state pilot's license at any time to determine continued compliance with the rules. If it is determined by the
department that the holder of the state pilot's license no longer complies with the rules, the department may
revoke the license pursuant to chapter 5 of the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the
Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.291 to 24.292 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) If, after the applicant has successfully completed the examination and paid the fees prescribed in
section 44511, the department determines that the applicant is qualified pursuant to the rules promulgated
under section 44506, the department shall issue to the applicant a state pilot's license to be furnished by the
department.

(3) A state pilot's license shall be issued for a 3-year period.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44511 Application for charter boat inspection or state pilot's examination; filing; fee;
form; furnishing required information; false information; signature as certification of true
and correct information; inspection fee schedules for dry dock and dockside inspection;
inspection without fee or for reduced fee; examination fee for state pilot's license;
forfeiture of application fee; disposition and use of inspection fees.
Sec. 44511. (1) The owner of a charter boat required to be inspected under this part and a person required

to be licensed as a state pilot under this part shall file an application with the required fee for the charter boat
inspection or the state pilot's examination with the department on a form prescribed and furnished by the
department. Persons applying for a certificate of inspection or a state pilot's license shall furnish information
reasonably required by the department. A person shall not file an application for charter boat inspection or
state pilot's examination that contains false information. A person filing an application shall certify by the
person's signature that the information furnished on the application is true and correct.

(2) If a charter boat has never been inspected, the owner shall pay the department an inspection fee for dry
dock and dockside inspection according to the following schedule:
     (a) Class A and D vessels.......................  $250.00
     (b) Class B vessels.............................  $120.00
     (c) Class C vessels.............................  $350.00

(3) For each required dry dock or dockside inspection of a charter boat other than an inspection under
subsection (2), the owner shall pay the department a fee according to the following schedule:

(a) Class A and D vessels
(i) Dockside inspection......................  $100.00
(ii) Dry dock inspection......................  $150.00
(b) Class B vessels
(i) Dockside inspection......................  $ 60.00
(ii) Dry dock inspection......................  $ 60.00
(c) Class C vessels
(i) Dockside inspection......................  $150.00
(ii) Dry dock inspection......................  $200.00

(4) If the department inspects any charter boat at an interval other than as required by this part, the
inspection shall be conducted without an inspection fee for a dockside inspection and for a reduced fee to be
determined by the department for a dry dock inspection. If a 24-month dockside inspection and a 72-month
dry dock inspection are required in the same year, the owner shall only pay the fee for the dry dock
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(3) The individual renting a livery boat, or an individual in the renter's party, is not responsible for a
violation of a rule described in subsection (2)(a) if the livery boat or equipment was in violation when the
owner relinquished possession of the livery boat to the renter or the individual in the renter's party.

(4) A livery boat shall display the maximum number of persons and maximum weight of persons, gear, and
other items the livery boat is capable of safely carrying under normal conditions. The information may be
displayed on the inspection decal, plate, or tab required for a motorized livery boat; on a manufacturer's plate,
decal, plate, or tab; or by other means.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2012, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44520a Nonmotorized livery boat; liability for injury or death to user; notice; definitions.
Sec. 44520a. (1) An owner of a nonmotorized livery boat is not liable for an injury to or the death of a user

of the nonmotorized livery boat resulting from a risk inherent in the use or operation of a nonmotorized livery
boat.

(2) An owner of a nonmotorized livery boat shall display in conspicuous locations a notice specifying that
a user of the nonmotorized livery boat accepts the risk inherent in the use or operation of a nonmotorized
livery boat.

(3) As used in this section:
(a) "Owner of a nonmotorized livery boat" means the person who owns the nonmotorized livery boat, the

boat livery that rents or furnishes the nonmotorized livery boat for use, or an employee or agent of the owner
or boat livery.

(b) "Risk inherent in the use or operation of a nonmotorized livery boat" means a danger or condition that
is an integral part of the use or operation of a nonmotorized livery boat and is limited to 1 or more of the
following:

(i) Wave or other water motion.
(ii) Weather conditions.
(iii) Contact or maneuvers necessary to avoid contact with another vessel or a manmade object in or near

the water.
(iv) Contact or maneuvers necessary to avoid contact with rock, sand, vegetation, or other natural objects

in or near the water.
(v) Malfunction of equipment, except for equipment owned by the owner of a nonmotorized livery boat.
(vi) Failure to use or wear a personal flotation device or to have lifesaving equipment available, except if

the owner of a nonmotorized livery boat failed to provide the personal flotation device or lifesaving
equipment when required by law to do so.

(vii) The actions of a vessel operator, except if the owner of a nonmotorized livery boat rented the livery
boat to an operator who the owner knew or in the exercise of reasonable care should have known was
disqualified by law from operating the livery boat.

(viii) Having on board a number of persons or weight of persons, gear, and other items that exceeds the
maximum approved for the livery boat, except in any of the following circumstances:

(A) If the owner of a nonmotorized livery boat knowingly relinquished physical control of the livery boat
to a user of the nonmotorized livery boat with a number of persons or weight of persons, gear, and other items
on board that exceeds the maximum approved for the livery boat or did not properly inform the user of the
nonmotorized livery boat of the maximum weight or number of persons approved for the livery boat.

(B) If a nonmotorized livery boat did not display the maximum number of persons or maximum weight of
persons, gear, or other items permitted to be carried on board as required under section 44520 when the boat
livery owner relinquished physical control of the livery boat to a user of the nonmotorized livery boat.

(c) "User of the nonmotorized livery boat" means an individual who participates in the use or operation of
the nonmotorized livery boat regardless of whether the individual rented the nonmotorized livery boat.

History: Add. 2006, Act 183, Imd. Eff. June 12, 2006;¾Am. 2012, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 294, Imd. Eff.
Aug. 1, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.44521 Presenting rental contract or lease agreement for examination by peace officer;
prohibited conduct by person renting, leasing, or operating livery boat.
Sec. 44521. (1) Any person renting, leasing, or operating a livery boat on navigable waters that is more

than 20 feet in length shall present for examination, upon demand of any peace officer, a copy of the rental
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Popular name: NREPA

324.45710 Taking mussels for culture or scientific investigation; permit required.
Sec. 45710. A person shall not take from any of the inland waters of this state any kind of mussels in any

manner for the purpose of culture or scientific investigation without first obtaining a permit from the
department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45711 Violation of part; penalty; default.
Sec. 45711. A person who violates this part is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less

than $10.00 or more than $100.00 and costs of prosecution, and in default of the payment of the fine, by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 459
PROPAGATION OF GAME FISH IN PRIVATE WATERS

324.45901 Definitions.
Sec. 45901. As used in this part:
(a) “Game fish” includes all species of fish in the families of salmonidae (trout and salmon), thymallidae

(grayling), esocidae (northern pike and muskellunge), serranidae (white bass and striped bass), centrarchidae
(bass, bluegill, and crappie), percidae (perch and walleye), acipenseridae (sturgeon), ictaluridae (catfish), and
coregonidae (whitefish).

(b) “Genetically engineered” refers to a fish whose genome, chromosomal or extrachromosomal, is
modified permanently and heritably, using recombinant nucleic acid techniques.

(c) “Recombinant nucleic acid techniques” means laboratory techniques through which genetic material is
isolated and manipulated in vitro and then inserted into an organism.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2003, Act 270, Eff. Mar. 30, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45902 Game fish; license for propagation for sale.
Sec. 45902. (1) A person shall not propagate, rear, or have in possession for the purpose of offering for

sale or selling any kind of game fish except as authorized by a license issued by the department pursuant to
part 13. A license is nontransferable and expires on December 31 of the year for which issued. A separate
license is required for each place of business where game fish are propagated, reared, or possessed for the
purpose of sale or offering for sale.

(2) This part does not apply to the following:
(a) The sale, offering for sale, or possession of dead, fresh, or frozen brook trout, brown trout, or rainbow

trout lawfully taken in and exported from another state or country or that have been procured from a licensed
dealer within this state.

(b) The propagation, rearing, possession, or sale of game fish pursuant to a registration or permit issued
pursuant to the Michigan aquaculture development act, 1996 PA 199, MCL 286.871 to 286.884.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 200, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1996;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45903 Game fish; license; application; contents; fee.
Sec. 45903. Any person owning or having control of private waters in this state who desires a license under

this part shall make application for the license to the department, accompanied by a fee of $5.00. The
application shall state the name and address of the applicant and include the description of the premises where
game fish are to be propagated, reared, possessed, or offered for sale, together with additional information as
may be required. Upon receipt of the application and fee, the department, if satisfied that this part and the
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this section, a court of competent jurisdiction, upon a showing that a person was engaged in and threatens to
continue to engage in illegal conduct under this section, may enjoin that conduct.

(4) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 93 days, or a fine of not less than $500.00 or more than $5,000.00, or both, and the costs of
prosecution. A person who violates this section a second or subsequent time is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 or more than
$10,000.00, or both, and the costs of prosecution. In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, any
permit or license issued by the department authorizing the person to take aquatic species shall be revoked. A
prosecution under this section does not preclude prosecution or other action under any other criminal or civil
statute.

(5) This section does not apply to a peace officer while the peace officer performs his or her lawful duties.
(6) As used in this section:
(a) “Aquatic species” means fish, reptiles, mollusks, crustacea, minnows, wigglers, and amphibians of the

class amphibia.
(b) “Take” and “taking” mean to fish for by any lawful method, catch, kill, capture, trap, or shoot any

species of fish, reptiles, amphibians, mollusks, wigglers, or crustacea regulated by this part, or to attempt to
engage in any such activity.

(c) “Vessel” means every description of watercraft used or capable of being used as a means of
transportation on water.

History: Add. 1996, Act 317, Eff. July 1, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47302 Fishing license; limited number to be issued; qualifications; provisions;
expiration date; suspension or revocation; renewal; transfer.
Sec. 47302. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this or any other part or act, the department, when in the

department's opinion it is necessary for the better protection, preservation, management, harvesting, and
utilization of the fisheries in the waters described in section 47301 may limit the number of fishing licenses to
be issued under this part and fix and determine the qualifications of persons to whom licenses are issued. In
determining the number of licenses that the department issues during any license year, the department shall
consider the number of persons holding licenses, the number of licensees needed to harvest the fish known or
believed to be harvestable, the capacity of the boats and equipment owned and used by licensees to harvest
those fish, and any other facts that may bear upon the allowing of a limited number of licensed persons to
engage in commercial fishing in an economical and profitable manner. In determining the qualifications of the
licensees, the department shall consider the kind, nature, and condition of the boats and fishing equipment and
gear to be used by the applicant, the years of experience the applicant has had in commercial fishing, and the
quantity and kinds of fish that the applicant has caught during the previous 5 years, and other facts that may
assist the department in determining that the applicant is capable of engaging in commercial fishing in a
proper and profitable manner and will comply with the laws applicable to commercial fishing.

(2) In addition to the requirements of this part and rules promulgated under this part, the license issued by
the department may contain provisions that do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Establish the amount of fish to be taken by species and kind.
(b) Designate the areas in which the licensee is permitted to fish.
(c) Specify the season when and the depths where the licensee may conduct commercial fishing operations.
(d) Specify the methods and gear that the licensee shall use.
(e) Specify other conditions, terms, and restrictions that are considered necessary in implementing this

part, including, but not limited to, the right to inspect the licensee's fishing operations in the waters, on board,
or ashore.

(3) All licenses issued by the department pursuant to this part expire on December 31 of the year in which
issued.

(4) The department may suspend or revoke any license issued under this part if the licensee fails to fulfill
or violates any of the conditions, terms, or restrictions of the license. The department shall afford the licensee
a hearing in accordance with the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of
1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Any person whose license has been
suspended or revoked is not eligible to apply for or receive a license for the ensuing 2 calendar years
following the suspension or revocation.

(5) Any licensee licensed on November 15, 1968 has the right to have his or her license renewed from year
to year by the department if the licensee continues to meet the qualifications set forth in this section and the
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Popular name: NREPA

324.47315 Taking fish for fish culture; powers of department; sale; disposition of proceeds.
Sec. 47315. The department may take fish in any manner, in any of the waters mentioned in this part, at

any and all seasons of the year, for the purpose of fish culture and scientific investigation; may have and hold
ripe and unripe fish in order to take spawn from the fish; may sell all of those ripe and unripe fish; and may
devote the proceeds of the sales exclusively toward defraying the expenses incurred in taking the fish and
fertilizing and planting the spawn from the fish.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47316 Shipments; marketing; seizure as illegal.
Sec. 47316. A person shall not ship or transport within this state any fish in packages or containers without

plainly and correctly marking each package or container with the name of the consignor and the kinds of fish
contained in the package. A railroad company, boat line, express company, motor truck company, aerial
freight or express company, or other transportation company or common carrier, or any agent of any such
company, or the owner of any boat, airplane, car, truck or other vehicle operated privately or as a common
carrier, or the agent or representative of such owners, shall not accept for shipment or transport any package
or container of fish unless it is properly marked as prescribed in this section. The presence in any package or
container of 10% by weight of any fish that is illegal to ship shall make the entire contents of the package or
container subject to seizure as an illegal shipment.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47317 Possession of shipment of illegal fish; construction.
Sec. 47317. The possession of any package or shipment of illegal fish offered to any common carrier as

described in section 47316 shall be construed to be and shall remain in the consignor until delivered to the
consignee. However, if any common carrier as described in section 47316 is not able or refuses or neglects to
show from whom the consignment of any shipment of fish was received, the shipment shall be considered to
be in possession of the common carrier having the shipment in transit, and they may be proceeded against the
same as the original owner.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47318 Repacking after opening; detention of legal shipment prohibited.
Sec. 47318. Any package or car of fish in transit opened by the department, if found to be a lawful

shipment under this part, shall be repacked in as good a condition as possible. A package or car of fish legally
shipped shall not be detained in transit by or for inspection.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47319 Minimum length and weight requirements; unlawful possession and marketing.
Sec. 47319. (1) A person shall not market, possess, transport, or offer for sale at any time in this state,

whether caught within or outside of this state, any of the following:
(a) Whitefish, of a length less than 17 inches.
(b) Lake trout, of a weight less than 1-1/2 pounds in the round, and 1-1/4 pounds when dressed.
(c) Ciscowet trout, of a weight less than 1-1/2 pounds in the round.
(d) Perch, of a length less than 8-1/2 inches in the round and filleted perch of a weight less than 1-3/4

ounces; perch with heads and tails off of a length less than 5-1/2 inches.
(e) Suckers, of a length less than 14 inches.
(f) Northern pike, of a length less than 20 inches.
(g) Catfish, of a length less than 17 inches. Catfish of not less than 15 inches in length may be taken from

the waters of Lake Erie.
(h) Pike-perch (yellow pickerel), of a length less than 15-1/2 inches in the round and filleted pike-perch
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choice designated in the license.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47332 Licenses; expiration date; record of applications and licenses; disposition of fees.
Sec. 47332. All licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year for which they were issued. The

department shall keep a record of all applications and licenses. On the first day of each month, the department
shall pay over to the state treasurer all money received by the department under this part, and the money shall
be credited to the game and fish protection account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund
provided for in section 2010 and shall be disbursed by the state treasurer for services of the department and
the department's expenses in enforcing the commercial fishing laws, for the protection and propagation of
fish, and for the purchase of patrol boats and other apparatus to be used for that purpose, and as otherwise
provided by law.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47333 Wholesale fish market or house; license; fee; label on containers; record.
Sec. 47333. (1) Every person who deals in fish by operating a wholesale fish market or fish house, or who

solicits the purchase of or buys fish for wholesale distribution, shall secure a license from the department.
Each license shall expire on December 31, and the fee for the license is $5.00.

(2) A person holding a license under the provisions of this section shall not transport or cause to be
transported, or deliver or receive for transportation, any package or parcel containing any fish or carcass or
part of any fish or carcass unless the package or parcel is labeled in plain English on the address side of the
package or parcel so as to disclose the name and address of the consignor, the name and address of the
consignee, and the number of pounds of each kind of fish contained in the package or parcel.

(3) Any person licensed under this section may, at any time, sell, purchase, or barter, or have in his or her
possession or under his or her control for the purpose of sale or barter, any commercial fish. However, the
provisions of section 47319 shall at all times be observed. Each person shall keep a separate record of the
purchase of fish in a form as required by the department. The record shall at all times be open to inspection by
the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47334 Violation of sections; penalties.
Sec. 47334. Any person who violates sections 47328 to 47333 is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon

conviction for the first offense shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, or a fine of not
less than $25.00 or more than $100.00 and the costs of prosecution, or both. Each violation is a separate and
distinct offense. In addition to the penalties provided in this section, the license of any person convicted of
violating section 47333 may be revoked by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47335 Nets and seines; prohibited use in certain waters of Lake Superior.
Sec. 47335. A person shall not take or catch fish of any kind with gill nets, pound nets, trap nets, seines, or

other device of any kind except with hook and line and spear in the waters of Lake Superior within a radius of
1/2 mile from the mouth of the Two Hearted river located in T 50 N, R 9 W, Luce county.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47336 Grand Traverse bay.
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other device of any kind, except a hook and line, in those waters of upper Lake Huron within the following
boundaries: Beginning at a point where the north line of town 41 north intersects the shore of the mainland
south of the village of Detour, in Chippewa county; thence due east to Drummond Island; thence northerly
and easterly along the shore of Drummond Island to a point where the section line between sections 23 and
24, town 43 north, range 6 east, on Poe Point, meets the waters edge; thence northwesterly to a point on the
international boundary line where it intersects a line drawn due north from the most westerly end of Chippewa
Point; thence due north to the international boundary line; thence westerly along said international boundary
line to a point where it intersects a line drawn due east through the most southerly point of Little Lime Island;
thence due west from said point to the mainland; thence following the shore of the mainland southeasterly to
the point of beginning. However, nets with meshes not less than 4-1/2 inches and set hook lines may be used
from December 15 to April 1 of each year in these waters except in that portion of Potagannissing Bay lying
southerly of a line drawn from the most northerly part of Dix Point on section 19, town 42 north, range 5 east,
to Chippewa Point on section 30, town 43 north, range 6 east, on Drummond Island, Chippewa county, where
no device for taking fish other than a hook and line shall be used at any time. A person shall not take or catch
fish of any kind with gill nets, pound nets, trap nets, seines, or other device of any kind, except a hook and
line, in the waters on the south side of Drummond Island lying north of a line beginning at the most southerly
part of Cream City Point on section 22, town 41 north, range 5 east, thence easterly to Traverse Point, thence
easterly to Scammon Point, thence southeasterly to the most southerly part of Long Point on section 29, town
41 north, range 7 east. A person may use spears through the ice of such waters during the months of January
and February for taking carp, suckers, mullet, redhorse, sheepshead, lake trout, smelt, northern pike,
muskellunge, sturgeon, whitefish, ciscoes, pilot fish or menominee whitefish, catfish, bullheads, herring,
perch, pike-perch, shad, dogfish, and garpike.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47350 Little Traverse bay.
Sec. 47350. A person shall not take or catch fish of any kind with gill nets, trap nets, seines, or other device

of any kind, except hook and line and spear as permitted by law, and except the dipping of minnows, as
defined in section 48728, by hand net and the taking of minnows by glass trap, in that part of Little Traverse
bay on Lake Michigan, lying east of the line common to sections 9 and 10, township 34 north, of range 6
west, extended northerly across the bay to meet the line common to sections 9 and 10, township 35 north, of
range 6 west, all in Emmet county. Minnows may be taken or caught from the waters above-described by use
of a seine, hand net, or glass trap except seines may not be used within 100 feet of any public dock from
which the public is not excluded from fishing with hook and line.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47351 Little Bay de Noquette.
Sec. 47351. A person shall not fish with, use, or set any seines, gill nets, or any form of pound, trap, sweep,

or set nets, or any like device, or use any spear, night line, or set line for taking fish in any of the waters of
this state known as Little Bay de Noquette, which means those waters of Little Bay de Noquette and
tributaries north from a line drawn from the extreme end of Saunders' Point on the west shore to the extreme
end of Squaw Point on the east shore. However, a person may from December 15 to April 1 of each year take
suckers in any of the waters described in this section by means of pound nets, if the pound nets are lifted only
under the supervision of representatives of the department. A person may use spears through the ice of such
waters during the months of January and February for taking carp, suckers, mullet, redhorse, sheepshead, lake
trout, smelt, northern pike, muskellunge, sturgeon, whitefish, ciscoes, pilot fish or menominee whitefish,
catfish, bullheads, herring, perch, pike-perch, shad, dogfish, and garpike.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.47352 Garden bay.
Sec. 47352. A person shall not take or catch fish of any kind with gill nets, pound nets, trap nets, seines, or

other device of any kind, except hook and line and spear as permitted by law, in the waters of Garden Bay on
Lake Michigan within a radius of 1-1/4 miles from the mouth of Garden Creek, Delta county. However, nets
Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 948 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov





commercial fishing license. Any lawfully taken fish may be possessed for 60 days after the close of the
respective open seasons. A person possessing a nonresident fishing license may take from this state a day's
legal catch of fish in accordance with his or her license. This section does not apply to or conflict with the
possession, sale, or transportation of fish taken legally under the commercial fishing laws and regulations of
this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.48724 “Fish cleaning station” defined; license to purchase, sell, or exchange anything of
value for raw or unprocessed salmon eggs; prohibited conduct; compliance with
requirements; selling or buying chemically treated salmon eggs; violation; order;
injunctive relief.
Sec. 48724. (1) As used in this section, “fish cleaning station” means an operation or location used to clean

salmon for sport fishers.
(2) Except as provided in subsection (3)(c), a person shall not purchase, sell, or otherwise exchange

anything of value for raw or unprocessed salmon eggs unless the person is licensed pursuant to section 47333
and the sale, purchase, or exchange of the raw or unprocessed salmon eggs is made with another person who
is also licensed pursuant to section 47333.

(3) A person who operates or is the agent of an operator of a fish cleaning station shall not do any of the
following:

(a) Accept raw or unprocessed salmon eggs except from whole salmon, known as salmon in the round, or
eggs salvaged from salmon cleaned at the station.

(b) Operate a fish cleaning station that sells raw or unprocessed salmon eggs without a current and valid
permit issued by the department.

(c) Buy, barter, or otherwise exchange anything of value for raw or unprocessed salmon eggs. This
subdivision does not prohibit the operator of a fish cleaning station or his or her agents from exchanging the
service of cleaning salmon in exchange for the eggs in the salmons' carcasses or from charging a fee for
cleaning salmon.

(d) Buy or sell salmon carcasses taken by a person licensed under part 435.
(4) A person issued a permit to operate a fish cleaning station shall comply with all of the following

requirements:
(a) Raw or unprocessed salmon eggs may only be collected and stored at the location of the fish cleaning

station specified in the permit.
(b) The fish cleaning station shall be licensed in accordance with the food processing act of 1977, Act No.

328 of the Public Acts of 1978, being sections 289.801 to 289.810 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and
operated in compliance with the Michigan food law of 1968, Act No. 39 of the Public Acts of 1968, being
sections 289.701 to 289.727 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, only when the salmon eggs or salmon, or both,
are sold or given to another person for human consumption.

(c) Disposal of offal and unwanted salmon carcasses shall be in a manner approved by the local health
department.

(d) A permit holder shall accept from sport fishers all salmon carcasses that are brought to the station and
shall hold and dispose of them and their offal only in a manner approved by the local health department.

(e) As a condition of his or her permit, a permit holder whose fish cleaning station is located on state
owned land shall provide free access to the fish cleaning station facilities to anglers who wish to use the
facilities to clean their own salmon catch.

(5) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the selling or buying of chemically treated salmon eggs
in the form of spawn sacks or spawn bags.

(6) If the department finds that a person is in violation of this section or a permit issued under this section,
the department may issue an order requiring the person to comply with the permit. In addition to the penalties
provided for in this part, the department or its agent, the attorney general, or a person may seek injunctive
relief for a violation of this section or a permit issued under this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.48725 Repealed. 2018, Act 529, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.
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Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.48739 Violation of part as misdemeanor; possession or sale of multipointed hook with
weight permanently attached as misdemeanor; penalties.
Sec. 48739. (1) A person who snags fish in violation of this part is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by

imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $250.00 or more than $500.00, or both, and
costs of prosecution.

(2) A person who is convicted of a second violation of snagging fish in violation of this part is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $500.00 or
more than $1,000.00, or both, and costs of prosecution. In addition, the court shall suspend a sports fishing
license issued to a person sentenced under this subsection for not less than 2 years and order that the person
shall not secure a fishing license during that 2-year period.

(3) A person who is convicted of a third or subsequent violation of snagging fish in violation of this part is
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than
$1,000.00 or more than $2,000.00, or both, and costs of prosecution. In addition, the court shall suspend a
sports fishing license issued to a person sentenced under this subsection for not less than 3 years and order
that the person shall not secure a fishing license during that 3-year period.

(4) A person who possesses or sells in this state any multipointed hook with a weight permanently attached
is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than
$100.00 or more than $300.00, or both, and costs of prosecution.

(5) A person who is convicted of a second violation of subsection (4) is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $300.00 or more than
$500.00, or both, and costs of prosecution.

(6) A person who is convicted of a third or subsequent violation of subsection (4) is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $500.00 or
more than $1,000.00, or both, and costs of prosecution.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.48740 Additional penalties; forfeitures; probation; default; disposition of forfeitures.
Sec. 48740. (1) In addition to the penalties provided in this part, a person convicted of taking game fish

during a closed season; taking or possessing game fish in excess of lawful limits; taking game fish or
nongame fish by use of an unlawful device; or buying or selling game fish, nongame fish, or any parts of
game or nongame fish taken by use of an unlawful device shall forfeit to the state for the fish unlawfully
taken or possessed as follows:

(a) For each game fish other than sturgeon, of an individual weight of 1 pound or more, $10.00 for each
pound or fraction of a pound of fish illegally taken or possessed.

(b) For each game fish other than sturgeon, of an individual weight of less than 1 pound, $10.00 for each
fish illegally taken or possessed.

(c) For sturgeon, $1,500.00 for each fish illegally taken or possessed.
(d) For each nongame fish, $5.00 for each pound or fraction of a pound of fish illegally taken or possessed.
(2) In every conviction for a violation described in subsection (1), the court before which the conviction is

obtained shall order the defendant to forfeit to the state the sums provided in subsection (1). If 2 or more
defendants are convicted of the illegal taking or possession of the fish, the forfeiture shall be declared against
them jointly and severally.

(3) If a defendant fails to pay the sums forfeited for a violation of subsection (1), upon conviction, the
court shall either impose a sentence of probation, and as a condition of sentence require the defendant to
satisfy the forfeiture in the amount prescribed and fix the manner and time of payment, or make a written
order permitting the defendant to pay the forfeited sums in installments at the times and in the amounts as the
court determines the defendant is able to pay.

(4) A default in the payment of forfeiture or an installment of the forfeiture may be collected by any means
authorized for the enforcement of a judgment under chapter 60 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.6001 to 600.6098.

(5) All courts collecting forfeitures as provided in this section shall promptly remit the forfeiture to the
county treasurer, who shall transmit it to the state treasurer to be credited to the game and fish protection
account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.
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SUBPART 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

324.50101 Meanings of words and phrases.
Sec. 50101. As used in this part, the words and phrases defined in sections 50102 to 50105 have the

meanings ascribed to them in those sections.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50102 Definitions; A to D.
Sec. 50102. (1) “Agency of this state” means a board, bureau, commission, department, or other division of

the executive branch of government of this state.
(2) “Board” means the board of directors of the forest improvement district.
(3) “Bond” means a bond, note, or any other instrument issued to evidence indebtedness.
(4) “Cost-share payment” means a payment made by a forest improvement district pursuant to section

50145 to a member who owns or occupies forest land.
(5) “County with high unemployment” means a county with an annual unemployment rate, as reported by

the Michigan employment security commission, higher than the mean annual unemployment rate of this state.
(6) “District” or “forest improvement district” means a governmental subdivision of the state established

under section 50123.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50103 Definitions; F to P.
Sec. 50103. (1) “Fish and wildlife habitat improvements” means measures designed to protect, maintain, or

enhance fish and wildlife habitats.
(2) “Follow-up work” means forest practices to promote the survival of seeds or seedlings planted or the

protection or enhancement of other work previously undertaken under this part.
(3) “Forest improvement project” or “project” means each of the following:
(a) Production, processing, handling, storage, marketing, or transportation of forest resources, conducted in

carrying out the purposes of this part, including sawmills, hardboard mills, power stations, warehouses, air
and water pollution control equipment, and solid waste disposal facilities.

(b) Forest practice or follow-up work.
(c) Study, planning, or other work intended to improve forest lands or forest resources or to demonstrate

means of improving forest lands or forest resources.
(4) “Forest land” means a tract of land or the timber rights in that land owned or occupied by a member,

which land is at least 10% occupied by forest tree species with a growth potential of 50 cubic feet per acre per
year and consists of 40 acres or more. Forest land includes land from which forest tree species have been
removed and have not been restocked, but does not include land converted to uses other than the growing of
forest tree species or land currently zoned for uses incompatible with forest practices.

(5) “Forest management plan” means a forest and land management plan submitted to a district pursuant to
subpart 5.

(6) “Forest practice” includes, but is not limited to, the following:
(a) The preparation of management plans for forest land.
(b) The improvement of forest tree species.
(c) Reforestation.
(d) The harvesting of forest tree species.
(e) Road construction associated with the improvement or harvesting of forest tree species or reforestation.
(f) Use of chemicals or fertilizers for the purpose of growing or managing forest tree species.
(g) The management of slashings resulting from other forest practices.
(h) Any other actions intended to improve forest land or forest resources.
(7) “Forest resources” means those products, uses, and values associated with forest land, including

recreation and aesthetics, fish, forage, soil, timber, watershed, wilderness, and wildlife.
(8) “Gross territorial boundary” means the jurisdictional limit of the area of the district within which

landowners are eligible for membership in the district.
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employment opportunities, a diversified economy, and other economic benefits and the protection,
maintenance, and enhancement of a productive and stable forest resource system for the public benefit of
present and future generations.

(2) The primary purpose of this part is to demonstrate and improve the timber productivity of forest land
within this state. Consistent with this purpose, the objective is to effect a utilization of waste material and
determine the commercial feasibility of that waste material, as well as to improve all forest resources, such as
fish and wildlife habitat and soil resources, so that the overall effect is to improve the total forest resource
system.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50107 Liberal construction.
Sec. 50107. This part, being necessary to secure the public health, safety, welfare, and convenience of the

citizens of the state, shall be liberally construed to effect the public policy and purposes declared in this
subpart.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 2
FOREST RESTORATION PILOT PROJECT

324.50108 Forest restoration pilot project; purpose; sources of funding; allocation of funds.
Sec. 50108. (1) The department may fund a forest restoration pilot project or any other district created

under this part to implement this part. The forest restoration pilot project may consist of the establishment and
funding of the forest improvement district formed under this part.

(2) The department may fund the pilot project or any other district created pursuant to this part from funds
appropriated annually by the legislature and from the following sources:

(a) General fund of the state.
(b) Grants from the federal government.
(c) Grants or gifts from private persons.
(d) Any other permissible source.
(3) When allocating available funds among proposed pilot projects, the department shall consider those

projects that in its judgment will produce the greatest public benefit, giving consideration to all of the
following factors:

(a) The need to demonstrate the potential commercial benefits of forest practices that can be recognized by
the establishment of a forest improvement district.

(b) The need to demonstrate the potential benefits to long-term production, maintenance, and enhancement
of the total forest resource system.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50109 Expenses.
Sec. 50109. A district board of directors shall determine the annual expenses of the district and shall

submit an itemized list of the expenses to the department. The department shall include those expenses in its
annual budget request to the legislature.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50110 Repealed. 2013, Act 45, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2013.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to definitions.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50111 Western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district; establishment; petition;
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324.50114 Notices; contents; certification.
Sec. 50114. Within 30 days after receipt of the certificate from the secretary of state pursuant to section

50127, the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district board shall record a notice pursuant to this
part setting forth the names and addresses of the member landowners and the legal description of each
member's forest lands in the office of the register of deeds for each county in which the land is situated. When
forest lands are added or withdrawn, a like notice shall be recorded within 30 days thereafter, and copies of all
notices shall be served upon the appropriate local taxing authorities. The notices shall be certified under oath.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50115 Mandate for public benefit; standards for conduct of forest practices.
Sec. 50115. For the public benefit, the board shall mandate the continuous growing, improvement, and

harvesting of forest trees to protect and maintain the forest soil, air, water resources, wildlife, and aquatic
habitat within the district. The board of the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district shall
establish minimum standards for the conduct of forest practices on forest land within the district. These
standards shall do all of the following:

(a) Provide for the improvement and harvesting of forest trees in a manner that will increase the
productivity of the forest land, reduce soil and debris entering streams, and protect wildlife and fish habitat.

(b) Provide for road construction that will ensure the maintenance of forest productivity and water quality
during construction and maintenance.

(c) Provide for reforestation that will maintain the growing and harvesting of desirable forest tree species
by describing the conditions under which reforestation will be required, specifying the minimum and
maximum number of trees per acre and the maximum period of time allowed after harvesting for
reforestation, and requiring stabilization of soils that have become exposed as a result of harvesting. An
acreage exemption from reforestation may be established, except that, on the land exempted, within 1 year
after harvesting, some form of vegetative cover shall be required sufficient to provide continuing soil
productivity and stabilization.

(d) Provide for management of slashings resulting from the harvesting, management, or improvement of
forest tree species so as to protect reproduction and residual stands, to reduce the risk from fire, insects, and
disease, to optimize the conditions for future regeneration of forest trees, and to maintain water quality and
fish and wildlife habitat.

(e) Coordinate the notification requirement of this subpart and all other submission requirements imposed
upon members so as to minimize the requirements for submission of information.

(f) Require having specific forest fire fighting equipment readily available.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50116 Changes in forest management plan; approval; appeal; determination; service of
changes on members; effective date of changes.
Sec. 50116. (1) A member who has submitted and obtained approval of the member's forest management

plan and desires to effect a change in the plan shall set forth the proposed change in writing and obtain the
written approval of the supervisory forester of the working forest in which the member's lands are located.

(2) If the supervisory forester does not grant the approval, the member may appeal the denial to the
forestry director, if any, or to the board, and the forestry director's and the board's determination shall be final.

(3) Changes in forestry management plans determined by the board shall be set forth in writing and served
upon the members and shall take effect 30 days after the service is made.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50117 Security for repayment of bonds.
Sec. 50117. The security for the repayment of bonds issued by the district may be a pledge or mortgage on

all lands owned by the district and all of the district's installations, buildings, and equipment, tools, furniture,
fixtures, or other personal property owned by the district.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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department, then the department shall officially approve the bond issuance and designate the reserve fund
established in connection with the bond issuance as an approved reserve fund.

(f) Receive the certification submitted by a district pursuant to section 50158 concerning the amounts
necessary to restore approved reserve funds to amounts equal to their reserve fund requirements, review that
certification and the financial affairs of the district to determine the accuracy of the amounts required, and
certify, before April 2 of each year, to the governor and the budget director the amount, if any, necessary to
restore an approved reserve fund to an amount equal to the approved reserve fund requirement of the fund.
The governor and the budget director shall include in the annual budget the amount certified by the
department.

(g) Disseminate information throughout the state concerning the activities and programs of the forest
improvement districts and encourage the formation of these districts in areas where their organization is
desirable.

(h) Monitor financings by districts under this part and determine, for recommendation to the legislature,
what additional steps, which may include a recommendation to the legislature for the issuance of faith and
credit bonds for a vote of the people, may be necessary in order to accomplish the policies and purposes
declared in this part.

(2) Subsection (1)(c), (d), (e), (g), and (h) do not apply to the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement
district until 5 years after the district is established and activated.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50121 Rules, guidelines, and publications.
Sec. 50121. The department shall promulgate rules, adopt guidelines, and issue publications under the

administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to
24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, as may be necessary to implement and administer this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50122 Primary consideration in promulgating rules and disposing of timber and other
products; timber volume agreement; forest improvement program.
Sec. 50122. (1) The department, in promulgating its rules and in disposing of the timber and other products

from state forest land, shall give primary consideration to the purposes for the creation of a forest
improvement district.

(2) In order to accomplish the purposes of this part, the department may enter into a timber volume
agreement with a district, or with a person specified by a district, which commits a portion of the timber from
state land within a district to the use of that district or person.

(3) A forest improvement program is created. The program may be financed by annual appropriations
made by the legislature. The program shall be used solely for the purpose of grants to districts for the
purposes of this part and shall be administered by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 4
FOREST IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

324.50123 Establishment authorized; powers generally.
Sec. 50123. A forest improvement district may be established pursuant to this part, and when established

has the powers conferred by this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50124 Petitions.
Sec. 50124. (1) A district may be established by filing a petition, signed by 10 or more owners of forest

land who control a total combined acreage of not less than 50,000 acres lying within the limits of the gross
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contents of application; certification statement; examination and recordation of
application and statement; issuance and contents of certification.
Sec. 50127. (1) If the operation of a district is determined to be feasible, the department shall appoint 2

directors who, with the 3 directors elected as provided in sections 50131 and 50132, constitute the first board
of directors of the district. The directors appointed shall be persons who are by training and experience
qualified to perform the functions which are required of them by this part.

(2) The board shall present the secretary of state with an application that states all of the following:
(a) That a petition for the creation of a district was filed with the department pursuant to this part; that the

proceedings specified in this part were taken pursuant to the petition; and that the application is being filed in
order to complete the organization of the district and that they are the directors.

(b) The name and official residence of each of the directors, together with a certification evidencing their
right to office.

(c) The term of office of each of the directors.
(d) The proposed name of the district.
(e) The location of the principal office of the district.
(f) The date the district is to come into existence under this part. The application shall be subscribed and

sworn to by each of the directors before an officer authorized by the laws of the state to take and certify oaths.
(3) The application shall be accompanied by a statement by the department that certifies all of the

following:
(a) That a petition was filed, notice given, and a hearing held as required.
(b) That the department determined there is a need for a district to function in the proposed territory and

defined its boundaries.
(c) That the department subsequently determined that the operation of the proposed district is

administratively and economically feasible.
(4) The secretary of state shall examine the application and statement and shall receive and record them in

an appropriate book of record and shall issue a certificate to the board specifying the date of creation and the
gross territorial boundary of the district.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50128 District as governmental subdivision and public body corporate and politic.
Sec. 50128. The district shall constitute a governmental subdivision of the state and a public body

corporate and politic on the date specified in the directors' application or on the date the application and
statement are filed and recorded, whichever is later.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50129 Petition for discontinuance; filing; form; notice.
Sec. 50129. A petition for discontinuance of membership in, for deletion of member forest land within, and

for including additional territory within an existing district shall be filed with the board. The board shall
prescribe the form for the petition. The board annually shall notify the department of any changes in
membership or land ownership status changes.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50130 Petitions for change of boundary line; filing; contents; hearing; determination;
application for certificate evidencing change of boundary; statement; effect of filing;
issuance and contents of certificate.
Sec. 50130. (1) Petitions signed by a majority of the members of each of the boards of adjoining districts

may be filed with the department asking that the boundary line between the districts be changed. These
petitions shall identify the existing boundary line between the districts and the proposed new gross territorial
boundary.

(2) Within 30 days after a petition has been filed, the department shall hold a public hearing upon the
question of the proposed boundary change. All members of the affected districts, and all other interested

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 977 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



members of the board at least 2 of whom shall be elected members. A director shall not receive compensation
for services rendered, but is entitled to expenses, including traveling expenses, necessarily incurred in the
discharge of duties performed as a director. The directors may delegate to their chairperson, to 1 or more
directors, or to 1 or more agents or employees, power and duties as they consider proper.

(6) A petition may be filed with the department for an election to recall 1 or more directors if the petition is
signed by members within a district whose forest land comprises 20% or more of the forest land within the
district. Within 30 days after a petition has been filed, the board shall give notice in the manner provided by
the Michigan election law, Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, of the holding of a recall election. The recall election shall be held within 45 days
after the filing of a petition. All members who own forest land within the boundaries of a district, except for
state land, are eligible to vote in the recall election pursuant to the schedule in subsection (3). A 2/3 majority
of the votes cast is required to recall a director. The term of a director who is recalled shall cease on the date
the results of the election are published by the department.

(7) A board shall furnish the department with copies of ordinances, rules, regulations, orders, contracts,
forms, and other documents it adopts or employs, and with other information concerning its activities as the
department requires in the performance of its duties under this part.

(8) A board shall require the execution of surety bonds for each employee or officer who is entrusted with
funds or property; shall provide for the keeping of a full and accurate record of each proceeding and each
resolution, regulation, or order issued or adopted; and shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of
receipts and disbursements.

(9) The board shall invite the legislative body of each local unit of government or county located within,
partially within, or near the territory comprising a district to designate a representative to advise and consult
with the board on all questions which may affect the property or other interests of that local unit of
government or county.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50132 Nominating petition; filing; signatures; notice; eligibility to vote.
Sec. 50132. (1) A candidate for the first board of directors shall file nominating petitions with the

department at or before the hearing on the need for a district. A candidate shall be a member of the proposed
district. A nominating petition shall not be accepted by the department unless it is subscribed by 6 or more
members of a proposed district. A member may sign more than 1 nominating petition. The department shall
give notice of the initial election of 3 directors. Notice shall be posted at the business office of each
governmental unit in the proposed district, published in each newspaper of record distributed in the proposed
district, mailed to each individual elected governmental official within the proposed district and mailed to any
individual requesting written notification of the initial election. The 3 candidates who receive the largest
number of the votes cast shall be the elected directors for a district.

(2) All members within a district are eligible to vote for 1 or more candidates for the first board of
directors, according to the amount of forest land owned within a proposed district, pursuant to the schedule in
section 50131(3).

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50133 Consolidation into single district; petition; notice; hearing; determination; order;
board of consolidated district; certificate of organization; powers and duties; property,
agreements, and obligations of consolidated district.
Sec. 50133. (1) Two or more districts may petition the department for consolidation into a single district.

The department shall not act on the petition unless it is signed by a majority of the board of each of the
districts involved. Within 30 days after receipt of a petition, the department shall give notice of a hearing on
the proposed consolidation. Notice shall be given to all members in the area proposed to be included in the
consolidated district.

(2) Based on the facts presented at the hearing and other relevant facts, the department shall determine if
consolidation is desirable. If the department determines that consolidation is desirable, it shall issue an order
which states that the districts are to be consolidated on a date specified, the name of the consolidated district,
and its gross territorial boundaries.
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only, but not to cover ad valorem property taxes or the member's share of commercial forest act taxes levied
pursuant to part 511. This payment is made in anticipation of future timber receipts, and the total principal
and interest obligation shall not exceed 90% of the future expected market value of the timber as estimated in
the management plan. Income received from the sale of timber covered by this agreement between the district
and a member shall be applied to the outstanding obligation.

(2) An annual incentive payment made under this section may be made for a term of not more than 40
years and shall bear interest at the average annual rate being earned by the state on money deposited in the
investment account of the general fund of this state. An annual payment shall not exceed $50,000.00 to any 1
member. A payment shall be secured by a mortgage or deed of trust upon the parcel of land or timber, or both,
upon which the payment was based. The board shall record the mortgage or deed of trust in the office of the
register of deeds in each county in which the real property subject to the loan is located.

(3) A voluntary withdrawal of a member within a district will require full repayment of the obligation plus
interest at the current commercial rate.

(4) The board may release a member's obligation to repay all or part of the principal and interest due under
payments made under this section if the board finds that the parcel of land or the timber rights on the parcel of
land securing the payment and upon which the forest practices were conducted have been substantially
damaged by fire, flood, insects, disease, or other natural causes and the damage was not caused by the
negligence or willful act of the member.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50148 Cost-share payments, loans, or annual incentive payments; eligibility; conditions;
guidelines.
Sec. 50148. (1) The following conditions shall be met for a member to be eligible for cost-share payments,

a loan, or an annual incentive payment:
(a) The member shall make application for financial assistance for forest practices to each federal program

specified by the board. The board shall not make any determination as to whether and how much assistance a
member will receive until the application is approved or disapproved by the governmental agency
administering the federal program.

(b) The member shall submit an application for financial assistance in a form prescribed by the board.
(c) Before receiving assistance under this subpart, the member shall agree not to develop the land for a use

incompatible with timber production within 10 years after the receipt of a cost-sharing payment agreement
pursuant to section 50145, the making of a loan under section 50146, or the receipt of an annual incentive
payment under section 50147. A district shall record the agreement in the office of the register of deeds in
each county in which the forest land is located. Once recorded, the contract shall be binding upon each person
to whom the parcel of land is sold, assigned, devised, or otherwise transferred by agreement or operation of
law.

(d) The member shall submit a forest management plan for approval by the board. This plan shall also
fulfill the notification requirements of subpart 5. If the proposed forest practices include preparation of a
management plan, the plan need not be completed at the time of application. Assistance under this subpart for
other forest practices on forest land within the same ownership shall not be made until the management plan
has been approved.

(2) The board shall prepare guidelines specifying the factors to be considered and information which
should be included in management plans submitted pursuant to this subpart and subpart 5.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50149 Applications for financial assistance; selection of programs; factors; preferences;
criteria for evaluation and approval.
Sec. 50149. (1) When allocating available funds among applicants for assistance pursuant to this subpart,

the board shall select those programs of forest practices which in its judgment produce the greatest public
benefit, giving consideration to the following factors:

(a) The need for and potential commercial benefits if the practices are undertaken.
(b) The financial resources of the applicant.
(c) The need for and potential benefits to long-term production, maintenance, and enhancement of the total
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(a) Shall be authorized by resolution of the authority.
(b) Shall bear the date or dates of issuance.
(c) May be issued as either tax-exempt bonds or notes or taxable bonds or notes for federal income tax

purposes.
(d) Shall be serial bonds, term bonds, or term and serial bonds.
(e) Shall mature at such time or times not exceeding 30 years from the date of issuance.
(f) May provide for sinking fund payments.
(g) May provide for redemption at the option of the authority for any reason or reasons.
(h) May provide for redemption at the option of the bondholder for any reason or reasons.
(i) Shall bear interest at a fixed or variable rate or rates of interest per annum or at no interest.
(j) Shall be registered bonds, coupon bonds, or both.
(k) May contain a conversion feature.
(l) May be transferable.
(m) Shall be in the form, denomination or denominations, and with the other provisions and terms as is

determined necessary or beneficial by the authority.
(4) If a member of the board or any officer of the authority whose signature or facsimile of his or her

signature appears on the note, bond, or coupon ceases to be a member or officer before the delivery of that
note or bond, the signature shall continue to be valid and sufficient for all purposes, as if the member or
officer had remained in office until the delivery.

(5) Bonds or notes of the authority may be sold at a public or private sale at the time or times, at the price
or prices, and at a discount as the authority determines. Bonds and notes of the authority are not subject to the
revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821. The bond or note of the authority is
not required to be filed under the uniform securities act, 1964 PA 265, MCL 451.501 to 451.818, or the
uniform securities act (2002), 2008 PA 551, MCL 451.2101 to 451.2703.

(6) The issuance of bonds and notes under this section is subject to the agency financing reporting act,
2002 PA 470, MCL 129.171 to 129.177.

(7) For the purpose of more effectively managing its debt service, the authority may enter into an interest
rate exchange or swap, hedge, or similar agreement with respect to its bonds or notes on the terms and
payable from the sources and with the security, if any, as determined by a resolution of the authority.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 387, Imd. Eff. May 30, 2002;¾Am. 2009, Act 98, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 24, 2009.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50511 Refunding bonds or notes.
Sec. 50511. (1) The authority may provide for the issuance of bonds or notes in the amounts the authority

considers necessary for the purpose of refunding bonds or notes of the authority then outstanding, including
the payment of any redemption premium and interest accrued or to accrue to the earliest or subsequent date of
redemption, purchase, or maturity of these bonds or notes. The proceeds of bonds or notes issued for the
purpose of refunding outstanding bonds or notes may be applied by the authority to the purchase or retirement
at maturity or redemption of outstanding bonds or notes either on the earliest or subsequent redemption date,
and pending such applications, may be placed in escrow to be applied to the purchase or retirement at
maturity or redemption on the date or dates determined by the authority. Pending such application and subject
to agreements with noteholders or bondholders, the escrowed proceeds may be invested and reinvested in the
manner the authority determines, maturing at the date or times as appropriate to assure the prompt payment of
the principal, interest, and redemption premium, if any, on the outstanding bonds or notes to be refunded.
After the terms of the escrow have been fully satisfied and carried out, the balance of the proceeds and
interest, income, and profits, if any, earned or realized on the investment of the proceeds shall be returned to
the authority for use by the authority in any lawful manner.

(2) In the resolution authorizing bonds or notes to refund bonds or notes, the authority may provide that the
bonds or notes to be refunded shall be considered paid when there has been deposited in escrow, money or
investment obligations that would provide payments of principal and interest adequate to pay the principal
and interest on the bonds to be refunded, as that principal and interest becomes due whether by maturity or
prior redemption and that, upon the deposit of the money or investment obligations, the obligations of the
authority to the holders of the bonds or notes to be refunded shall be terminated except as to the rights to the
money or investment obligations deposited in trust.

(3) The authority shall not have outstanding at any time bonds or notes in an aggregate principal amount
exceeding $20,000,000.00 excluding bonds or notes issued to refund outstanding bonds or notes.
Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 997 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



the control of the department. The county forestry committee created pursuant to section 50703, in
cooperation with the department, shall designate the specific sections of property to be leased. The property
designated pursuant to this subsection shall not include forest lands located in state parks or lands useful for
forest preserves, game areas, and recreational purposes, including wilderness areas, quiet areas, or other
special use areas. The property designated pursuant to this subsection shall consist of forest lands previously
designated by the department for timber production and suitable for use in the forest management
demonstration program established pursuant to this part.

(2) The term of a leasehold interest authorized by this part shall not exceed 15 years, but the leasehold
interest shall be renewable for an additional 15 years if the primary objectives of the forest management
demonstration program established pursuant to this part are met, as determined by the department.

(3) During the term of the leasehold interest authorized by this part, the leased property shall be open to the
public for hunting, fishing, and other recreational uses as considered appropriate by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50702 Use of leased property; purposes; use and disposition of proceeds;
implementation of forest management demonstration program.
Sec. 50702. (1) The property leased pursuant to this part shall be used by the county only for the following

purposes:
(a) To establish a forest management demonstration program to produce forest products for the purpose of

economic development in the county.
(b) To make forest land available to the local school districts for educational purposes.
(2) The proceeds from the forest management demonstration program shall be used exclusively for

economic development in the county and, if the county has established an economic development corporation
under the economic development corporations act, Act No. 338 of the Public Acts of 1974, being sections
125.1601 to 125.1636 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall be deposited in the fund of the county
established pursuant to section 27 of Act No. 338 of the Public Acts of 1974, being section 125.1627 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws. If the county economic development corporation is dissolved, the proceeds from
the forest management demonstration program shall be transferred to and deposited in the general fund of the
county. If the county has not established an economic development corporation, the proceeds from the forest
management demonstration project shall be deposited in the general fund of the county. The forest
management demonstration program shall be implemented by the county forestry committee created pursuant
to section 50703. In implementing the forest management demonstration program, the county forestry
committee shall cooperate with the department in all matters pertaining to forest management.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50703 County forestry committee; creation; appointment, qualifications, and terms of
members; approval of committee actions; vacancy.
Sec. 50703. A county forestry committee is created for purposes of this part and shall consist of 5 members

who shall be appointed by the county board of commissioners. Two members of the county forestry
committee shall be foresters registered under part 535, 1 member shall be a member of the county economic
development corporation, 1 member shall be a member of the county board of commissioners, and 1 member
shall be a resident of the county who is not a county official or employee. If the county has not established an
economic development corporation under the economic development corporations act, 1974 PA 338, MCL
125.1601 to 125.1636, 2 members shall be residents of the county who are not county officials or employees.
The members of the county forestry committee shall be appointed for a term of 4 years, except that of the first
appointments, 2 shall be for a term of 4 years, 1 shall be for a term of 3 years, 1 shall be for a term of 2 years,
and 1 shall be for a term of 1 year. All actions of the county forestry committee shall be approved by the
county board of commissioners. A vacancy on the county forestry committee shall be filled by the county
board of commissioners for the remainder of the unexpired term.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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education, knowledge, experience, and skills to identify, schedule, and implement appropriate forest
management practices needed to achieve the purposes of this part on land subject to or to be subject to this
part.

(h) "Owner" means a person who holds title to the surface estate of forestland subject to this part.
However, if land is purchased on a land contract, the owner includes the person who holds the land contract
vendee's interest and does not include the person who holds the land contract vendor's interest.

(i) "Personal use" means use for any noncommercial purpose.
(j) "Registered forester" means a person registered under part 535.
(k) "Silvicultural practices" means the management and manipulation of forest vegetation for the

protection, growth, and enhancement of forest products.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 383, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 2006;¾Am. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July

25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51102 Commercial forest; scope and authority of department; rules.
Sec. 51102. The department shall establish and maintain commercial forests and may promulgate and

enforce rules as necessary to accomplish the purpose of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2013, Act 48, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51103 Commercial forest; application for classification; "contiguous" defined;
requirements for eligibility; application form; postmark or delivery date; providing certain
information and fee to department; brochure; notification; certification that forest
management plan prepared and in effect; violation; exemption from disclosure.
Sec. 51103. (1) The owner of at least 40 contiguous acres or a survey unit consisting of 1/4 of 1/4 of a

section of forestland located within this state may apply to the department to have that forestland classified as
a commercial forest under this part. For purposes of this subsection, "contiguous" means land that touches at
any point. Even if portions of commercial forestland are contiguous only at a point, the privilege of hunting
and fishing as provided in section 51113 shall not be denied for any portion of the land. The existence of a
public or private road, a railroad, or a utility right-of-way that separates any part of the land does not make the
land noncontiguous.

(2) To be eligible for classification as a commercial forest, forestland shall be capable of all of the
following:

(a) Producing not less than 20 cubic feet per acre per year of forest growth upon maturity.
(b) Producing tree species that have economic or commercial value.
(c) Producing a commercial stand of timber within a reasonable period of time.
(3) An application for classification as commercial forest shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the

department. The application shall be postmarked or delivered not later than April 1 to be eligible for
classification as commercial forest for the following tax year. In addition to any information that the
department may reasonably require by rule, the applicant shall provide all of the following to the department:

(a) A nonrefundable application fee in the amount of $1.00 per acre or fraction of an acre, but not less than
$200.00 and not more than $1,000.00. The department shall remit the application fee to the state treasurer for
deposit into the fund.

(b) A legal description and the amount of acreage considered for classification as a commercial forest.
(c) A statement certifying that a forest management plan covering the forestland has been prepared and is

in effect.
(d) A statement certifying that the owner of the forestland owns the timber rights to the timber standing on

the forestland.
(4) The department shall prepare and distribute to any person desiring to apply for classification of

forestland as commercial forest under this part a brochure that lists and explains, in simple, nontechnical
terms, all of the following:

(a) The application, hearing, determination, declassification, and prosecution process.
(b) The requirements of the forest management plan.
(5) Not later than 3 months after the effective date of the 2013 amendatory act that amended this section,

the department shall notify each county and township and all owners of forestland that is classified as
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST CONSERVATION EASEMENT TAX INCENTIVES

324.51201 Owner of commercial forestland subject to sustainable forest conservation
easement; specific tax; application for sustainable forest conservation easement tax
incentives; form; information; cutting or removing forest products; violation; penalty;
definitions.
Sec. 51201. (1) Notwithstanding section 51105, an owner of commercial forestland that is subject to a

sustainable forest conservation easement is subject to an annual specific tax equal to the annual specific tax
levied under section 51105 less 15 cents per acre. The specific tax described in this section shall be
administered, collected, and distributed in the same manner as the specific tax levied in section 51105.

(2) An application for sustainable forest conservation easement tax incentives described in this part shall
be submitted on a form prescribed by the department. The application shall be postmarked or delivered to the
department not later than April 1 to be eligible for approval for the following tax year. In addition to any
information that the department may reasonably require by rule, the applicant shall provide all of the
following to the department:

(a) A nonrefundable application fee in the amount of $2.00 per acre or fraction of an acre, but not less than
$200.00 and not more than $1,000.00. The department shall remit the application fee to the state treasurer for
deposit into the commercial forest fund under section 51112.

(b) A copy of the conservation easement covering the forestland.
(3) The owner of commercial forestlands subject to a sustainable forest conservation easement is entitled to

cut or remove forest products on his or her commercial forestlands if the owner complies with part 511 and
the requirements of the sustainable forest conservation easement.

(4) If commercial forestland subject to a sustainable forest conservation easement is used in violation of
this part or the sustainable forest conservation easement, the owner in addition to any other penalties provided
by law shall pay a penalty, per acre, for each year in which the violation occurs equal to the difference
between the specific tax paid under this part and the specific tax that would otherwise be paid under part 511.
The specific tax collected under this part shall be paid to the township treasurer in which the commercial
forestland is located. The penalty shall be distributed by the township treasurer in the same manner as the
specific tax is distributed.

(5) As used in this part:
(a) "Commercial forestland" means commercial forestland that is enrolled under part 511.
(b) "Department" means the department of natural resources.
(c) "Forestland" means that term as defined in part 511.
(d) "Sustainable forest conservation easement" means a conservation easement described in section 2140

on commercial forestland that is approved by the department and meets all of the following:
(i) Is an easement granted in perpetuity to this state, a political subdivision of this state, or a charitable

organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code, 26 USC 501, that also meets the
requirements of section 170(h)(3) of the internal revenue code, 26 USC 170.

(ii) Covers commercial forestland of 40 or more acres in size.
(iii) Provides that the forestland subject to the conservation easement or the manager of the forestland

subject to the conservation easement is and continues to be certified under a sustainable forestry certification
program that uses independent third party auditors and that is recognized by the department.

(iv) Provides that the forestland subject to the conservation easement provides for the nonmotorized
recreational use of the forestland by members of the public.

History: Add. 2006, Act 381, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 513
PRIVATE FORESTRY

324.51301 Definitions.
Sec. 51301. As used in this part:
(a) "Conservation district" means that term as it is defined in section 9301.
(b) "Demonstration project" means a forest improvement project designed to illustrate the implementation

and impact of alternate forest practices.
(c) "Commission" means the commission of agriculture and rural development.
(d) "Department" means the department of agriculture and rural development.

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 1012 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



PART 515
PREVENTION AND SUPPRESSION OF FOREST FIRES

324.51501 Definitions.
Sec. 51501. As used in this part:
(a) "All hazard incident" means an incident, whether natural or human-caused, that requires an organized

response by a public, private, or governmental entity to protect life, public health or safety, or other values or
to minimize any disruption of governmental, social, or economic services. One or more kinds of incident,
such as fire, flood, mass casualty, search, rescue, or evacuation, may occur simultaneously as part of an all
hazard incident.

(b) "Certified prescribed burn manager" means an individual who has successfully completed the
certification program of the department under section 51513 and possesses a valid certification number.

(c) "Department" means the department of natural resources.
(d) "Domestic purposes" refers to burning that is any of the following:
(i) A fire within the curtilage of a dwelling where the material being burned has been properly placed in a

debris burner constructed of metal or masonry, with a metal covering device with openings no larger than 3/4
of an inch.

(ii) A campfire.
(iii) Any fire within a building.
(e) "Extinguished", in reference to prescribed burning, means that there is no longer any spreading flame.
(f) "Forest land", subject to subdivision (f), means any of the following:
(i) Timber land, potential timber-producing land, or cutover or burned timber land.
(ii) Wetland.
(iii) Prairie or other land dominated by grasses or forbes.
(g) "Forest land" does not include land devoted to agriculture.
(h) "Flammable material" means any substance that will burn, including, but not limited to, refuse, debris,

waste forest material, brush, stumps, logs, rubbish, fallen timber, grass, stubble, leaves, fallow land, slash,
crops, or crop residue.

(i) "Prescribed burn" or "prescribed burning" means the burning, in compliance with a prescription and to
meet planned fire or land management objectives, of a continuous cover of fuels.

(j) "Prescription" means a written plan establishing the criteria necessary for starting, controlling, and
extinguishing a burn.

(k) "Primary public safety answering point" means that term as defined in section 102 of the emergency
9-1-1 service enabling act, 1986 PA 32, MCL 484.1102.

(l) "Wetland" means land characterized by the presence of water at a frequency and duration sufficient to
support, and that under normal circumstances does support, wetland vegetation or aquatic life, and is
commonly referred to as a bog, swamp, or marsh.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 529, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005;¾Am. 2017, Act 60, Eff. Sept. 26,
2017;¾Am. 2018, Act 80, Eff. June 17, 2018.

Compiler's note: In subdivision (f), the reference to “subject to subdivision (f)” evidently should read “subject to subdivision (g).”

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51502 Department of natural resources; authority; appointment of assistants.
Sec. 51502. The department shall have charge of the prevention and suppression of forest fires and shall

appoint assistants as needed to implement this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51503 Burning permits; conditions.
Sec. 51503. (1) At any time the ground is not snow-covered, a person shall not burn any flammable

material on or adjacent to forest land, except for domestic purposes, without a permit from the department.
(2) The department shall set the times of day and, consistent with this part, the conditions under which

burning for other than domestic purposes on or adjacent to forest land is permitted.
(3) Any person doing any burning on or adjacent to forest land for other than domestic purposes, prior to

such burning operations, and at all times while the burning continues, shall take such action in and around the
area in which the burning is done so as to prevent the spread of fire as may be required by the department.
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consisting of 3 members of the board. Members of the violations committee shall serve on the committee for
terms of 2 years.

History: Add. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.53507 Duties of board; power to call witnesses and receive evidence.
Sec. 53507. (1) The board shall do all of the following:
(a) Adopt bylaws.
(b) Comply with section 53515.
(c) Make available a list of registered foresters. The department shall post the list on its website.
(d) Make an annual report to the state forester on proceedings, applications, renewals, complaints, and

hearings under this part.
(e) On a biennial basis, provide the department an evaluation of the registered forester program, including

both of the following:
(i) The number of registered foresters, economic data, and other relevant program data.
(ii) The sufficiency of the fee under section 53509 to operate a fiscally sound program. The department

may recommend to the legislature changes in the fee.
(2) The board may call witnesses and receive evidence in hearings under this part.
History: Add. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.53509 Registration as forester; application; submission; contents; denial or approval;
validity; duties of individual.
Sec. 53509. (1) To be registered as a forester, an individual shall submit an application to the board on a

form provided by the department. The application shall include all of the following:
(a) The name, address, telephone number, and electronic mail address of the applicant.
(b) Information demonstrating that the individual meets 1 or more of the following educational

requirements:
(i) An associate's degree in forestry from an SAF-accredited university program or board-approved

program, plus 4 years of experience under the guidance of a registered forester, an SAF-certified forester, or a
member of the Association of Consulting Foresters.

(ii) A bachelor's degree in forestry from an SAF-accredited university program or a board-approved
program, plus 2 years of forestry experience as described in subparagraph (i).

(iii) A bachelor's degree in a natural resource field from an SAF-accredited university program or a
board-approved program, plus 2 years of forestry experience described in subparagraph (i).

(iv) A graduate degree in forestry from an SAF-accredited university program or a board-approved
program, plus 2 years of forestry experience described in subparagraph (i).

(c) References or endorsements from 3 registered foresters.
(d) Verification of successful completion of any continuing education required by the board.
(e) Other relevant information required by the board.
(2) The board shall grant or deny registration within 30 days after a complete application is filed and notify

the applicant of its determination in writing. If an application is denied, the notification shall include the
reasons for the denial. If the application is approved, the department shall issue a registration certificate and
certification number to the applicant. The registration is valid for 2 years.

(3) To maintain registration as a forester, an individual shall do all of the following:
(a) Pay the department a fee of $200.00 for the registration period. The first payment shall be made not

more than 30 days after the application for registration is granted under subsection (2).
(b) Successfully complete not fewer than 24 hours of continuing education every 2 years as approved by

the board.
(c) Demonstrate completion of continuing education requirements under subdivision (b) as a condition for

registration renewal by submitting evidence of fulfillment to the board within 60 days of a request to do so.
(d) Maintain good standing with the board by complying with section 53515.
History: Add. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.53511 Automatic registration of members of affiliated professional organizations;
forester registered or licensed in another state or country.
Sec. 53511. (1) The board shall determine whether members of affiliated professional organizations within

and outside of this state are eligible for automatic registration under this part.
(2) The board shall register an applicant who is a registered or licensed forester in another state or country

if the board considers the requirements of the state or country to be equivalent to the requirements for
registration in this state.

History: Add. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.53513 Use of "registered forester" as title.
Sec. 53513. An individual shall not use the title "registered forester" unless he or she is registered under

this part.
History: Add. 2018, Act 116, Eff. July 25, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.53515 Registered forester; requirements.
Sec. 53515. A registered forester shall comply with all of the following:
(a) In his or her professional capacity, perform the following general forestry activities as necessary for the

practice of sustainable forest management and silviculture:
(i) Forest management planning.
(ii) Forest stand improvement.
(iii) Forest mensuration, inventory, forest products appraisal, and timber sale administration.
(iv) Reconnaissance and mapping of forest and watershed lands; investigation of wildland soils;

delineation and mapping of forestlands and forest management boundaries, not including the establishment of
property corners or boundaries.

(v) Preparation and utilization of GIS/GPS maps, equipment, and software to assist in forest management
planning, planting, harvesting, and protection. GIS/GPS maps created for forest management purposes are not
official survey maps.

(vi) Forest economics.
(vii) Forest utilization, renewable energy production, and forest product development.
(viii) Forest protection and restoration.
(ix) Forest regeneration, reforestation, and afforestation.
(x) Forest nursery production.
(xi) Application of best management practices.
(xii) Addressing legal and social aspects of forestry and forestlands.
(xiii) Preparation of forest management related contracts, litigation reports, timber trespass investigation,

and testimony.
(xiv) Development, maintenance, conservation, and protection of wildlife habitat and forest range

resources.
(xv) Forest recreation and environmental studies.
(xvi) The development of access for protection and management of the resource.
(xvii) Adaptation of forests and forest practices related to climate change.
(xviii) Urban forestry and arboriculture.
(xix) Utility forestry and utility vegetation management.
(xx) Teaching collegiate-level forestry courses or forestry outreach based on sound scientific principles or

conducting scientific research in forestry at an SAF-accredited university or a board-approved program.
(xxi) Forest research and monitoring.
(b) Fully disclose personal or financial interests in any forestry project undertaken by the registered

forester if there is a potential conflict of interest.
(c) Not accept compensation or expenses from more than 1 client or employer for the same service, unless

the parties involved are informed and consent.
(d) Not make exaggerated, false, misleading, or deceptive written or verbal statements, including, but not

limited to, statements on the value of individual trees, timber, or timberlands, in the conduct of professional
practice.
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state in making aerial photographs and necessary ground control surveys of those portions of the state as may
be mutually agreed upon by the cooperating governments, for the preparation of (utility) base maps of those
portions of the state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60502 Preparation of base maps; authority of department to contract with federal
government; contents; right of entry on private lands.
Sec. 60502. The department may, on behalf of the state, contract with the United States government for the

aerial photographing and mapping, scale of photographs and maps, determining the method, form, and
execution of maps, and all other details of the work necessary to prepare base maps of those portions of the
state as may be agreed upon. The state shall receive negatives of all aerial photographs and copies of all base
maps prepared. The maps shall be prepared so as to show the location of roads, railroads, streams, canals,
lakes, rivers, timbered areas, and all other natural and artificial features capable of being mapped by the
methods to be mutually agreed upon by the geological surveys of the state and the federal government. The
state shall not contract to pay more than the amounts paid by the federal government for these purposes. For
the purpose of making these surveys, persons employed in making the surveys may enter at reasonable times
upon all parts of all lands within the boundaries of this state, but this part does not authorize any unnecessary
interference with private rights or the performance of any act not necessary for the preparation of the base
maps.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60503 Preparation of base maps; payment of expenses.
Sec. 60503. The amounts authorized to be paid under this part shall first be certified to be correct by the

department and shall be paid out of the state treasury upon warrant of the state treasurer.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 607
STATE SOIL SURVEY

324.60701 Definitions.
Sec. 60701. As used in this part:
(a) “Soil survey” means the identification and description of kinds of soil, the plotting of boundaries on

aerial photographs between kinds of soils, and the description and evaluation of their importance and response
under various uses and management practices.

(b) “Soil scientist” means a person who meets the qualification standards of the GS-470 soil scientist series
established by the United States civil service commission.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60702 Inventory of soil resources of state; 10-year program; minimum acres for soil
surveys; conducting soil surveys on proportional basis.
Sec. 60702. (1) The department of agriculture shall provide an inventory of the soil resources of the state

by a 10-year program for the acceleration of the soil survey on nonfederal lands. Soil surveys will be made on
a minimum of 3,000,000 acres over the 10 years following December 14, 1977 under former Act No. 268 of
the Public Acts of 1977.

(2) Soil surveys shall be conducted on a proportional basis of not more than 2 counties in the Lower
Peninsula being surveyed for each county in the Upper Peninsula until all counties in the Upper Peninsula
have been surveyed. If the soil surveys cannot be conducted on a proportional basis due to the lack of funding
from any of the counties, then the department of agriculture shall establish an alternative proportional basis to
promote the conducting of the surveys in the time period established in subsection (1).

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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(4) The department shall prepare recommendations regarding means to address problems or issues
indicated by the inventory.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60903 Technical assistance program; creation and purpose; utilizing programs of
regional planning commissions; scope of technical assistance.
Sec. 60903. (1) The department shall create a technical assistance program designed to help municipalities

and counties effectively use the inventory. The technical assistance program shall, when feasible, utilize the
technical assistance programs of regional planning commissions. The technical assistance shall include all of
the following:

(a) The publication and distribution of the inventory as applicable to each municipality and county in the
state.

(b) The preparation and distribution of land resource management manuals to assist municipalities and
counties, planning and resource management entities, and other federal, state, and local agencies in updating
their planning and resource management programs to incorporate the inventory. Land resource management
manuals may also be prepared to assist municipalities and counties in solving problems that confront their
planning resource management programs.

(c) The conducting of workshops, in conjunction with local government associations, regarding the
inventory.

(d) The provision of a team of experts on the inventory to assist in problem solving by municipalities and
counties.

(e) The provision of an inventory information center and library function that municipalities and counties
may utilize in their own programs.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60904 Land resource portion of inventory; format; scope of inventory; option to
purchase or exchange wetland; exemption from property taxes.
Sec. 60904. (1) The land resource portion of the inventory shall be completed in a format that may be

readily integrated into the data management system, and shall provide a base of information to analyze the
existing and future productivity of the state's natural resources and provide information to assist in the
analysis of the timing, location, and intensity of future development in the state. The format should also
include information that will be readily usable and available to assist local governmental units in their land
use planning. The inventory may include any of the following:

(a) Geological features, including groundwater features such as depth to groundwater, groundwater
recharge zones, and potable aquifers.

(b) Land area with characteristics that pose problems to development, such as an area subject to reasonably
predictable hazardous natural phenomenon, which may include flooding, high-risk erosion, or subsidence.

(c) Land area with characteristics that make it suited for agricultural use.
(d) Land area with characteristics that make it suited for silvicultural use.
(e) Metallic and nonmetallic mineral deposits.
(f) Hydrological features, including lakes, rivers and creeks, impoundments, drainage basins, and wetlands.
(g) Land area of wildlife habitat, including each significant breeding area or area used by migratory

wildlife.
(h) Topographic contours.
(2) If the department designates an area as wetland, the state may negotiate and contract for an option to

purchase or exchange the wetland in order to protect the wetland. The option to purchase or exchange the
wetland shall be valid for 5 years. After an option to purchase is negotiated, a person may apply for and
receive consideration for an exemption from property taxes levied pursuant to the general property tax act,
Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being sections 211.1 to 211.157 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for
the duration of the option to purchase.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.60905 Current use portion of inventory; classification system; scope.
Sec. 60905. The current use portion of the inventory shall be completed using a consistent classification

system that can be readily integrated into the data management system, and shall provide the base to analyze
the existing use and cover in the state. The current use inventory may include any of the following:

(a) Substantially undeveloped land devoted to the production of plants and animals useful to humanity,
including forages and sod crops; grain and feed crops; dairy and dairy products; livestock, including the
breeding and grazing of those animals; fruits of all kinds; vegetables; and other similar uses and activities.

(b) Land used in the production of fiber and other woodland products or that supports trees that are
protective of water resources, soils, recreation, or wildlife habitat.

(c) Land that is being mined, drilled, or excavated for metallic and nonmetallic mineral, rock, stone, gravel,
clay, soil, or other earth, petroleum, or natural gas resources.

(d) A site, structure, district, or archaeological landmark that is officially included in the national register
of historic places or designated as a historic site pursuant to state or federal law.

(e) Urban and developed land, including residential, commercial, industrial, transportation,
communication, utilities, and open space uses and including recreational land.

(f) Land owned on behalf of the public, including land managed by federal, state, or local government or
school districts.

(g) Land enrolled in part 361.
(h) Land enrolled in part 511.
(i) Land designated for tax abatements, restricted use, or specific use under a public act of this state.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60906 Conducting current use portion of inventory; preparation and contents of criteria;
circulation of criteria; notice of intent to perform work; assistance, data, and information.
Sec. 60906. (1) The current use portion of the inventory may be conducted by municipalities, counties, or

regional planning commissions as provided in subsection (4). A municipality, county, or regional planning
commission conducting a portion of the current use inventory shall conduct that portion on a scale, level of
detail, format, and classification system prepared by the department.

(2) By December 27, 1980, the department shall prepare criteria for municipality, county, and regional
planning commission participation in the current use inventory process. The criteria shall specify the scale,
level of detail, format, and classification system to be used in the current use portion of the inventory and
shall contain forms and information on the financial reimbursement provisions provided in section 60907.

(3) The criteria prepared under subsection (2) shall be circulated by the department to local government
associations and to a municipality, county, or regional planning commission, upon request. By March 27,
1982, a municipality with an established planning commission may submit to the department and to the
county board of commissioners of the county in which the municipality is primarily located a notice of intent
to perform or cause to be performed the work necessary to complete the current use portion of the inventory.
By June 27, 1982, a county with an established planning commission may submit to the department a notice
of intent to perform or cause to be performed the work necessary to complete the current use portion of the
inventory for each area for which a municipality is not performing the work necessary to complete the current
use portion of the inventory. By September 27, 1982, a regional planning commission may submit a notice of
intent to the department to perform the work necessary to complete the current use inventory for each area not
covered by a municipality or county notice of intent. For each area not covered by a notice of intent under this
subsection, the department shall make or cause to be made the current use portion of the inventory.

(4) A municipality, county, or regional planning commission engaged in the preparation of the current use
portion of the inventory may make use of assistance, data, and information made available to it by public or
private organizations.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.60907 Reimbursement for preparation of current use portion of inventory; certification;
prorating amount.
Sec. 60907. The state shall reimburse each municipality, county, or regional planning commission engaged

in the preparation of the current use portion of the inventory for 75% of the expenditures certified by the
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Sec. 61503a. (1) Beginning 12 months after the effective date of this section, a person who has entered into
a gas lease as a lessee prior to or after the effective date of this section shall do all of the following:

(a) Starting after production begins, for a well that begins continuous gas production after the effective
date of this section, or starting on the effective date of this section for a well that began continuous gas
production on or before the effective date of this section, provide the lessor who has an interest in the leased
property with monthly revenue statements written in plain English that provide all of the following:

(i) Under the heading “unit price”, the price received by the lessee per 1,000 cubic feet or 1,000,000 BTUs
of gas sold. The lessee shall pay to the lessor his or her proper share of the gross proceeds or value, as
provided in the lease.

(ii) A statement of the deductions taken from the lessor's royalty, and the purpose of those deductions. The
statement of the deductions shall be itemized, except that a lessee may group deductions under general
categories if the lessee states that a separate itemized statement of the deductions will be furnished upon
written request and states the address to which a written request for an itemized statement should be directed.
This section does not prohibit a lessee from making deductions on an estimated basis for a calendar year or
other 12-month accounting period if this is disclosed in the monthly revenue statement or the separate
itemized statement. If an estimate is used, the lessee shall determine the actual amount and make any
necessary adjustments within 180 days after the end of the calendar year or other 12-month accounting period.
However, if any costs have not been finally determined, the lessee may reserve an amount which the lessee
considers in good faith to be adequate to cover the costs that have not been finally determined and shall make
any necessary adjustments when the actual costs have been finally determined.

(b) Starting at the end of the calendar year or other 12-month accounting period after production begins for
a well that begins continuous production after the effective date of this section, or starting at the end of the
calendar year or other 12-month accounting period when this section becomes effective for a well that began
continuous production on or before the effective date of this section, prepare an annual accounting of gas
sales from the leased property and any deductions taken from the lessor's royalty during the calendar year or
other 12-month accounting period. The lessee shall complete the accounting within 180 days after the end of
the calendar year or other 12-month accounting period. However, if any costs have not been finally
determined, the lessee may account for these on the basis of a reserve which the lessee considers in good faith
to be adequate to cover the costs that have not been finally determined, and shall prepare a supplemental
accounting when the actual costs have been finally determined. The lessee shall notify the lessor of the
availability of the accounting within 180 days after the end of the calendar year or other 12-month accounting
period, and shall furnish a copy of the accounting upon request of the lessor within 30 days of receipt of the
request. The notification as to the availability of the accounting may be made on a monthly revenue statement
and need not be a separate document.

(2) Subject to section 61503b(4), the monthly revenue statements and payments under subsection (1)(a)
shall be initiated promptly after the determination of the divisions of interest of the parties entitled to share in
the production, unless a valid agreement between the lessee and the lessor provides otherwise. However, if the
entitlement of the lessor to receive payment is in question because of lack of good and marketable record title
or because of any circumstance that may expose the lessee to the risk of multiple liability or liability to a third
party if the payment is made, the lessee may defer payment to that lessor until the title or other circumstance
has been resolved, unless a valid agreement between the lessee and the lessor provides otherwise. If the
mailing address of the lessor, or place where payment should be made, is unknown, payment may be deferred
until the lessee receives that information. If the total amount of the royalties is less than $50.00 at the end of
any month, payment may be deferred until the total amount reaches at least $50.00, unless a valid agreement
between the lessor and the lessee provides otherwise.

History: Add. 1998, Act 127, Eff. Mar. 28, 2000.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of 1998 PA 127, which provided that 1998 PA 127 would not take effect unless House Bill No.
4259 of the 89th Legislature was enacted into law, was repealed by Enacting section 1 of 1999 PA 246.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61503b Postproduction costs.
Sec. 61503b. (1) A person who enters into a gas lease as a lessee after March 28, 2000 shall not deduct

from the lessor's royalty any portion of postproduction costs unless the lease explicitly allows for the
deduction of postproduction costs. If a lease explicitly provides for the deduction of postproduction costs, the
lessee may only deduct postproduction costs for the following items, unless the lease explicitly and
specifically provides for the deduction of other items:
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(a) To promulgate and enforce rules, issue orders and instructions necessary to enforce the rules, and do
whatever may be necessary with respect to the subject matter stated in this part to implement this part,
whether or not indicated, specified, or enumerated in this or any other section of this part.

(b) To collect data to make inspections, studies, and investigations; to examine properties, leases, papers,
books, and records as necessary to the purposes of this part; to examine, check, and test and gauge oil and gas
wells and tanks, plants, refineries, and all means and modes of transportation and equipment; to hold hearings;
and to provide for the keeping of records and making of reports, and for the checking of the accuracy of the
records and reports.

(c) To require the locating, drilling, deepening, redrilling or reopening, casing, sealing, operating, and
plugging of wells drilled for oil and gas or for secondary recovery projects, or wells for the disposal of salt
water, brine, or other oil field wastes, to be done in such manner and by such means as to prevent the escape
of oil or gas out of 1 stratum into another, or of water or brines into oil or gas strata; to prevent pollution of,
damage to, or destruction of fresh water supplies, including inland lakes and streams and the Great Lakes and
connecting waters, and valuable brines by oil, gas, or other waters, to prevent the escape of oil, gas, or water
into workable coal or other mineral deposits; to require the disposal of salt water and brines and oily wastes
produced incidental to oil and gas operations in a manner and by methods and means so that unnecessary
damage or danger to or destruction of surface or underground resources, to neighboring properties or rights,
or to life does not result.

(d) To require reports and maps showing locations of all wells subject to this part, and the keeping and
filing of logs, well samples, and drilling, testing, and operating records or reports. All well data and samples
furnished to the supervisor as required in this part, upon written request of the owner of the well, shall be held
confidential for 90 days after the completion of drilling and shall not be open to public inspection except by
written consent of the owner.

(e) To prevent the drowning by water of any stratum or part of the stratum capable of producing oil or gas,
or both oil and gas, and to prevent the premature and irregular encroachment of water, or any other kind of
water encroachment, that reduces or tends to reduce the total ultimate recovery of oil or gas, or both oil or gas,
from any pool.

(f) To prevent fires or explosions.
(g) To prevent blow-outs, seepage, and caving in the sense that the conditions indicated by such terms are

generally understood in the oil business.
(h) To regulate the mechanical, physical, and chemical treatment of wells.
(i) To regulate the secondary recovery methods of oil and gas, including pulling or creating a vacuum and

the introduction of gas, air, water, and other substances into the producing formations.
(j) To fix the spacing of wells and to regulate the production from the wells.
(k) To require the operation of wells with efficient gas-oil ratios and to establish the ratios.
(l) To require by written notice or citation immediate suspension of any operation or practice and the

prompt correction of any condition found to exist that causes or results or threatens to cause or result in waste.
(m) To require, either generally or in or from particular areas, certificates of clearance or tenders in

connection with the transportation of oil, gas, or any product of oil or gas.
(n) To require identification of the ownership of oil and gas producing leases, properties, and wells.
(o) To promulgate rules or issue orders for the classifications of wells as oil wells or gas wells; or wells

drilled, or to be drilled, for secondary recovery projects, or for the disposal of salt water, brine, or other oil or
gas field wastes; or for the development of reservoirs for the storage of liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons, or for
other means of development, extraction, or production of hydrocarbons.

(p) To require the filing of an adequate surety, security, or cash bonds of owners, producers, operators, or
their authorized representatives in such reasonable form, condition, term, and amount as will ensure
compliance with this part and with the rules promulgated or orders issued under this part and to provide for
the release of the surety, security, or cash bonds.

(q) To require the immediate suspension of drilling or other well operations if there exists a threat to public
health or safety.

(r) To require a person applying for a permit to drill and operate any well regulated by this part to file a
complete and accurate written application on a form prescribed by the supervisor.

(s) To require the posting of safety signs and the installation of fences, gates, or other safety measures if
there exists a threat to public health, safety, or property.

(t) To prevent regular or recurring nuisance noise or regular or recurring nuisance odor in the exploration
for or development, production or handling of oil and gas.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 303, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1998.
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county in which the proceeding is commenced. The supervisor or an assistant of the supervisor may appear
for the people in a court of competent jurisdiction in a case for a violation of this part or a rule promulgated
under this part, and prosecute the violation in the same manner and with the same authority as the prosecuting
attorney of a county in which the proceeding is commenced, and may sign vouchers for the payment of fees
and do all other things required in the same manner and with the same authority as the prosecuting attorney.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a violation of this part that is subject to the penalty prescribed pursuant
to section 61522(3) or (4).

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61519 Failure of owner or operator to obtain permit or to construct, operate, maintain,
case, plug, or repair well; notice of determination; liability; claims.
Sec. 61519. If the supervisor determines that the owner or operator of a well subject to this part has failed

or neglected to properly obtain a permit, construct, operate, maintain, case, plug, or repair the well in
accordance with this part or the rules promulgated under this part, the supervisor shall give notice of this
determination, in writing, to the owner and operator and to the surety executing the bond filed with the
supervisor by the owner or operator in connection with the issuance of the permit authorizing the drilling of a
well. This notice of determination may be served upon the owner or operator and surety in person or by
registered mail. If the owner or operator cannot be found in the state, the mailing of the notice of
determination to the owner or operator at his or her last known post office address by registered mail
constitutes service of the notice of determination. If the owner or operator, or surety, fails or neglects to
properly case, plug, or repair the well described in the notice of determination within 30 days of the date of
service or mailing of the notice, the supervisor may enter into and upon any private or public property on
which the well is located and upon and across any private or public property necessary to reach the well, and
case, plug, or repair the well, and the owner or operator and surety are jointly and severally liable for all
expenses incurred by the supervisor. The supervisor, acting for and in behalf of the state, shall certify in
writing to the owner or operator and surety the claim of the state in the same manner provided in this section
for the service of the notice of determination, and shall list thereon the items of expense incurred in casing,
plugging, or repairing the well. The claim shall be paid by the owner or operator, or surety, within 30 days,
and if not paid within that time the supervisor, acting for and in behalf of the state, may bring suit against the
owner or operator, or surety, jointly or severally, for the collection of the claim in any court of competent
jurisdiction in the county of Ingham.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61520 Abandoning well without properly plugging; violation of part or rule; penalty;
liability of owner; “owner” and “operator” defined.
Sec. 61520. (1) A person who abandons a well without properly plugging the well as provided in this part

or the rules promulgated under this part, or, except as provided in section 61522(3) or (4), who violates this
part or a rule promulgated under this part, whether as principal, agent, servant, or employee, is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $1,000.00
and costs of prosecution, or both. This section does not impose liability upon the owner of land upon which a
well is located, unless the property owner is the owner or part owner of the well.

(2) The words “owner” and “operator”, as used in this section and section 61519 mean a person who, by
the terms of this part and the rules promulgated under this part, is responsible for the plugging of a well.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61521 Unlawful acts; penalties.
Sec. 61521. (1) A person who, for the purpose of evading this part or of evading a rule promulgated or an

order issued under this part, intentionally makes or causes to be made false entry or statement of fact in a
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(f) Surface owner.
(g) Whether hydrogen sulfide gas is expected.
(4) The supervisor shall provide the information under subsection (3) to the county in which an oil or gas

well is proposed to be located and to the city, village, or township in which the oil or gas well is proposed to
be located if that city, village, or township has a population of 70,000 or more. A city, village, township, or
county in which an oil or gas well is proposed to be located may provide written comments and
recommendations to the supervisor pertaining to applications for permits to drill and operate. The supervisor
shall consider all such comments and recommendations in reviewing the application.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 252, Imd. Eff. July 10, 1998;¾Am. 1998, Act 303, Imd. Eff.
July 28, 1998;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61525a Annual well regulatory fee; report.
Sec. 61525a. The owner or operator of a well used for injection, withdrawal, or observation related to the

storage of natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas that has been used for its permitted purpose at any time
during the calendar year immediately prior to the time the fee is due is subject to a $20.00 annual well
regulatory fee. The owner or operator of a well described in this section shall file an annual report by January
31 of each year stating the number of wells used for injection, withdrawal, or observation related to the
storage of natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas that has been utilized for its permitted purpose during the
previous calendar year. The report shall include a list of wells identified by permit number, permit name, and
gas storage field name on a form provided by the supervisor, or such other form which may be acceptable to
the supervisor. The annual well regulatory fee described in this section is due not more than 30 days after the
supervisor sends notice to the owner or operator of the amount due. The supervisor shall forward all fees
collected under this section to the state treasurer for deposit into the fund.

History: Add. 1998, Act 252, Imd. Eff. July 10, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61525b Oil and gas regulatory fund; creation; disposition of money or other assets;
lapse; expenditures; annual report.
Sec. 61525b. (1) The oil and gas regulatory fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The

state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and
earnings from fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The department shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, only for monitoring,
surveillance, enforcement, and administration of this part.

(5) The department shall annually submit a report to the legislature that itemizes the expenditure of money
in the fund. The report shall include, at a minimum, all of the following:

(a) The amount of money received and the amount of money expended.
(b) The number of full-time equivalent positions funded with money in the fund.
(c) The number of on-site inspections conducted by the department in implementing this part.
(d) The number of violations identified in enforcing this part, their locations, and a description of the

nature of the violations.
History: Add. 1998, Act 252, Imd. Eff. July 10, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Supervisor of Wells

324.61526 Part cumulative; conflicting provisions repealed; exception.
Sec. 61526. This part is cumulative of all existing laws on the subject matter, but, in case of conflict, this

part shall control and shall repeal the conflicting provisions, except for the authority given the public service
commission in sections 7 and 8 of Act No. 9 of the Public Acts of 1929, being sections 483.107 and 483.108
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(d) The manner in which the unit and the further development and operation of the unit area shall or may
be financed and the basis, terms, and conditions on which the cost and expense shall be apportioned among
and assessed against the tracts and interests made chargeable therewith, including a detailed accounting
procedure governing all charges and credits incident to the operations.

(e) Provisions for carrying or otherwise financing a person who elects to be carried or otherwise financed,
allowing a reasonable interest and service charge payable out of the person's share of production.

(f) The procedure and basis upon which wells, equipment, and other properties of the several lessees within
the unit area are to be taken over and used for unit operations, including the method of arriving at the
compensation therefor.

(g) Provisions for supervision and conduct of the unit operations, in respect to which each person shall
have a vote with a value corresponding to the percentage of the costs of unit operations chargeable against the
interest of the person.

(h) The time when the plan of unitization becomes effective and when unit operations commence.
(i) The time when, conditions under which, and method by which the unit shall be dissolved and its affairs

wound up.
(j) Additional provisions that are found to be appropriate for carrying on the unit operations and for the

protection and adjustment of correlative rights.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61706 Effective date of order; finding.
Sec. 61706. An order of the supervisor providing for unit operations shall not be declared or become

effective until the supervisor makes a finding, either in the order providing for unit operations or in a
supplemental order as provided in section 61707, that the plan for unit operations has been approved in
writing in 1 of the following ways:

(a) By those persons who under the supervisor's order will be required to pay at least 51% of the costs of
unit operation, and also by those persons who under the supervisor's order will be entitled to at least 51% of
the production from the unit area or the proceeds of that production that will be credited to interests that are
free of cost, including, but not limited to, royalties, overriding royalties, and production payments.

(b) By those persons who under the supervisor's order will be entitled to at least 75% of all production
from the unit area or the proceeds of that production, provided that among those persons there must be
persons who under the supervisor's order will be entitled to at least 50% of the production from the unit area
or the proceeds of that production that will be credited to interests that are free of cost, including, but not
limited to, royalties, overriding royalties, and production payments.

(c) By those persons who under the supervisor's order will be entitled to at least 65% of all production
from the unit area or the proceeds of that production.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2016, Act 316, Imd. Eff. Nov. 3, 2016.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61707 Supplemental hearings and orders; ineffective order; time.
Sec. 61707. If a finding is not made as set forth in section 61706 at the time the order for unit operations is

made, the supervisor on the supervisor's motion or the motion of any interested person after notice shall hold
supplemental hearings to determine if the plan for unit operations has been approved. If the written approval
is found, then the supervisor shall make a supplemental order declaring the plan effective and setting forth the
date for the commencement of unit operations. If the written approval is not found within a period of 6
months from the date on which the order providing for unit operations is made, the order shall be ineffective
and shall be revoked by the supervisor unless for good cause shown the supervisor extends the time for an
additional period not to exceed 1 year.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61708 Amendment of orders; approval; limitations.
Sec. 61708. An order providing for unit operations may be amended by an order made by the supervisor in

the same manner and subject to the same conditions as an original order for unit operations. If an amendment
affects only the rights and interests of those persons responsible for the payment of the costs of unit
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operations, only 75% of these persons shall be required to effectuate amendment. If an amendment in whole
or in part changes the percentage of allocation of cost, then the consent of all these persons is required. An
amendment shall not change the percentage for the allocation of oil and gas as established for any separately
owned tract without the consent of all persons entitled to receive the allocation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61709 Signed writings; admissible as evidence.
Sec. 61709. Writings containing signatures that are witnessed and acknowledged in a form acceptable for

recording under the laws of this state shall be admissible under this part and shall be considered prima facie
evidence in fulfillment of requirements of this part that call for written approval.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61710 Unit area embracing previously established area.
Sec. 61710. The supervisor by order may provide for the unit operation of a unit area that embraces a unit

area established by a previous order. The order in providing for the allocation of unit production first shall
treat the unit area previously established as a single tract, and the portion of the unit production so allocated
thereto shall then be allocated among the separately owned tracts included in the previously established unit
area in the same proportions as those specified in the previous order.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61711 Unit area less than whole pool.
Sec. 61711. An order may provide for a unit area less than the whole of a pool if the unit area is of such

size or shape as may be reasonably adaptable to unit operation and if the conduct of that unit area will not
have a substantially adverse effect upon other portions of the pool, whether unitized or not.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61712 Operations upon unit area considered operation on separate tracts.
Sec. 61712. All operations, including, but not limited to, the commencement, drilling, or operation of a

well upon any portion of the unit area, shall be considered for all purposes the conduct of those operations
upon each separately owned tract itself, and the portion of the unit production allocated to a separately owned
tract shall be considered for all purposes to have been actually produced from the tract by a well drilled on
that tract.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61713 Lease obligations; effect on unit operation.
Sec. 61713. Operations conducted pursuant to an order of the supervisor for unit operations constitute a

fulfillment of all the express and implied obligations of each lease or contract covering lands in the unit area
to the extent that compliance with the obligations cannot be had because of the order of the supervisor.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61714 Order for unit operation not to affect title; property; acquisition.
Sec. 61714. Except to the extent that the parties specifically agree otherwise, an order for unit operations

shall not be construed to result in a transfer of all or any part of the title of any person to the oil and gas rights
in any tract in the unit area. All property, whether real or personal, that may be acquired in the conduct of unit
operations shall be acquired for the account of the persons to whom its cost is allocated, and in that proportion
subject to any lien the unit may have thereon to secure payment of unit expense.
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324.61720 Allocation of unit production.
Sec. 61720. The portion of the unit production allocated to any tract and the proceeds from the sale of that

unit production are the property and income of the several persons to whom or to whose credit the same are
allocated or payable under the order for unit operations.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61721 Division order or contract not affected by unit order.
Sec. 61721. A division order or other contract relating to the sale or purchase of production from a

separately owned tract shall not be terminated by the order for unit operations, but shall remain in force and
apply to oil and gas allocated to the tract until terminated pursuant to the provisions of the division order or
contract.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61722 Unit production or proceeds not income of unit; unit as administrative agent only.
Sec. 61722. The unit production, proceeds from the sale of the unit production, or other receipts shall not

be treated, regarded, or taxed as income or profits of the unit; but instead all receipts shall be the income of
the several persons to whom or to whose credit the receipts are payable under the plan of unitization. To the
extent the unit may receive or disburse the receipts, it shall do so only as a common administrative agent of
the person to whom the receipts are payable.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61723 Agreements in restraint of trade prohibited.
Sec. 61723. An agreement between or among lessees or other owners of oil and gas rights in oil and gas

properties entered into pursuant to this part, or with a view to or for the purpose of bringing about the unitized
development or operation of the properties, shall not violate any of the statutes of this state prohibiting
monopolies or acts, arrangements, contracts, combinations, or conspiracies in restraint of trade or commerce.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61724 Consent to or participation in plan or program of unitization by governmental
subdivision or agency.
Sec. 61724. The department or other proper board or officer of the state having the control and

management of state land and the proper board or officer of any political, municipal, or other subdivision or
agency of the state, on behalf of the state or of the political, municipal, or other subdivision or agency of the
state, with respect to land or oil and gas rights subject to the control and management of that respective board,
body, or officer, may consent to or participate in any plan or program of unitization initiated or adopted under
this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61725 Rules, regulations, or orders; public hearings; notice.
Sec. 61725. Except as provided in section 61704, rules, regulations, or orders shall not be made,

promulgated, put into effect, revoked, changed, renewed, or extended, unless public hearings are held thereon.
Public hearings shall be held at such time, place, and manner and upon notice, not less than 20 days, as
provided for in this part or by rules promulgated under this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.61730 Judicial review.
Sec. 61730. The action of the supervisor shall be final with respect to jurisdiction for an appeal before any

regulatory agency of this state, but any person may seek relief before the commission or in the courts as
provided under the laws of the state, and the taking of an appeal as provided in this part is not a prerequisite to
seeking relief in the courts. The place of initiation of proceedings for review shall be limited to the circuit
court of the county of Ingham, which shall have exclusive jurisdiction of all suits brought against the
supervisor or any agent or employee of the supervisor, on account of any matter arising under this part. A
temporary restraining order or injunction shall not be granted in any such suit except after due notice and
upon a showing of irreparable harm by the appealing party.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61731 Subpoena of witnesses and documentary evidence; incriminating evidence;
perjury.
Sec. 61731. The supervisor may compel by subpoena the attendance of witnesses or the production of

books, papers, records, or articles necessary in any proceeding before the supervisor. A person shall not be
excused from obeying any subpoena for the reason that the testimony or evidence, documentary or otherwise,
may tend to incriminate him or her or subject him or her to a penalty or forfeiture. Nothing in this part shall be
construed as requiring any person to produce anything or to testify in response to inquiry not pertinent to
some question lawfully before the supervisor or any court for determination within the purposes of this part.
Any incriminating evidence, documentary or otherwise, shall not thereafter be used against the witness in a
prosecution or action for forfeiture. A person testifying is not exempt from prosecution and punishment for
perjury in so testifying.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61732 Failure or refusal to comply with subpoena; refusal to testify or answer; penalty.
Sec. 61732. In case of failure or refusal on the part of any person to comply with any subpoena issued by

the supervisor, or the refusal of any witness to testify or answer as to any matters regarding which he or she
may be lawfully interrogated, any circuit court in this state or any circuit court judge on application of the
supervisor may issue an attachment for the person and compel him or her to comply with such subpoena and
to attend before the supervisor or any court and produce such documents and give his or her testimony upon
such matters as may be lawfully required, and the court or judge may punish for contempt as in case of
disobedience of a like subpoena issued by or from such court or a refusal to testify before that court.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61733 Fees and travel expense of witnesses.
Sec. 61733. Any witness summoned by subpoena or by written request of the supervisor and attending any

hearing called by the supervisor is entitled to the same fees and travel expense as provided by law for
attending the circuit court in any civil matter or proceeding. The fees and travel expense of witnesses
subpoenaed at the instance of the supervisor shall be paid by the persons filing the petition.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61734 Witnesses; false swearing or affidavit; penalty.
Sec. 61734. If any person of whom an oath is required under this part, or by any rule, regulation, or order

of the supervisor, willfully swears falsely in regard to any matter or thing respecting which the oath is
required, or willfully makes any false affidavit required or authorized by this part, or by any rule, regulation,
or order of the supervisor, the person is guilty of perjury.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.62103 Interstate oil and gas compact commission; governor as representative of state;
powers and duties; assistant representatives.
Sec. 62103. The governor shall be the official representative of the state of Michigan on “the interstate oil

and gas compact commission,” provided for in the compact to conserve oil and gas, and shall exercise and
perform for the state of Michigan all the powers and duties as a member of “the interstate oil and gas compact
commission”: However, he or she may appoint assistant representatives who shall act in his or her stead as the
official representatives of the state of Michigan as a member of the commission. The assistant representatives
shall take the oath of office prescribed by the constitution, which shall be filed with the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBCHAPTER 3
MINERAL WELLS

PART 625
MINERAL WELLS

324.62501 Definitions.
Sec. 62501. As used in this part:
(a) “Artificial brine” means mineralized water formed by dissolving rock salt or other readily soluble rocks

or minerals.
(b) “Brine well” means a well drilled or converted for the purpose of producing natural or artificial brine.
(c) “Department” means the department of environmental quality.
(d) “Disposal well” means a well drilled or converted for subsurface disposal of waste products or

processed brine and its related surface facilities.
(e) “Exploratory purposes” means test well drilling for the specific purpose of discovering or outlining an

orebody or mineable mineral resource.
(f) “Fund” means the mineral well regulatory fund created in section 62509b.
(g) “Mineral well” means any well subject to this part.
(h) “Natural brine” means naturally occurring mineralized water other than potable or fresh water.
(i) “Operator” means the person, whether owner or not, supervising or responsible for the drilling,

operating, repairing, abandoning, or plugging of wells subject to this part.
(j) “Owner” means the person who has the right to drill, convert, or operate any well subject to this part.
(k) “Pollution” means damage or injury from the loss, escape, or unapproved disposal of any substance at

any well subject to this part.
(l) “Storage well” means a well drilled into a subsurface formation to develop an underground storage

cavity for subsequent use in storage operations. Storage well does not include a storage well drilled pursuant
to part 615.

(m) “Supervisor of mineral wells” means the state geologist.
(n) “Surface waste” means damage to, injury to, or destruction of surface waters, soils, animal, fish, and

aquatic life, or surface property from unnecessary seepage or loss incidental to or resulting from drilling,
equipping, or operating a well or wells subject to this part.

(o) “Test well” means a well, core hole, core test, observation well, or other well drilled from the surface to
determine the presence of a mineral, mineral resource, ore, or rock unit, or to obtain geological or geophysical
information or other subsurface data related to mineral exploration and extraction. Test well does not include
holes drilled in the operation of a quarry, open pit, or underground mine, or any wells not related to mineral
exploration or extraction.

(p) “Underground storage cavity” means a cavity formed by dissolving rock salt or other readily soluble
rock or mineral, by nuclear explosion, or by any other method for the purpose of storage or disposal.

(q) “Underground waste” means damage or injury to potable water, mineralized water, or other subsurface
resources.

(r) “Waste product” means waste or by-product resulting from municipal or industrial operations or waste
from any trade, manufacture, business, or private pursuit that could cause pollution and for which
underground disposal may be feasible or practical.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 467, Imd. Eff. Jan. 4, 1999.

Popular name: Act 451
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well to a multisource commercial hazardous waste disposal well, a person shall have obtained a construction
permit for an on-site treatment facility and storage facility under section 11118.

(3) Nothing in the amendatory act that added this section shall be construed to abrogate common law.
History: Add. 1996, Act 168, Eff. May 3, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.62507 Emergency orders; issuance; duration.
Sec. 62507. The supervisor of mineral wells, acting directly or through his or her deputy or authorized

representative, may issue emergency orders without a public hearing to implement this part. Emergency
orders remain in force and effect for not more than 21 days.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.62508 Supervisor of mineral wells; powers.
Sec. 62508. The supervisor of mineral wells, acting directly or through his or her deputy or authorized

representative, may do any of the following:
(a) Make inspections and provide for the keeping of records and checking on the accuracy thereof.
(b) Require the locating, drilling, deepening, reworking, reopening, casing, sealing, injecting, mechanical

and chemical treating, and plugging of wells subject to this part to be accomplished in a manner that is
designed to prevent surface and underground waste.

(c) Designate after public hearing those areas of the state in which there is no known or potential danger of
surface or underground waste from test well drilling and in which permits to drill test wells are not required.

(d) Require on all wells the keeping and filing of logs containing data that are appropriate to the purposes
of this part. Logs on brine and test wells shall be held confidential for 10 years after completion and shall not
be open to public inspection during that time except by written consent of the owner or operator. Logs for test
wells drilled for exploratory purposes shall be held confidential until released by the owner or operator. The
logs on all brine and test wells for exploratory purposes shall be opened to public inspection when the owner
is no longer an active mineral producer, mineral lease holder, or owner of mineral lands in this state.

(e) Require on storage and waste disposal wells, when specified by the supervisor of mineral wells, the
keeping and filing of drillers' logs and sample logs, the running and filing of electrical and radioactivity logs,
and the keeping and filing of drill cuttings, cores, water samples, pilot injection test records, operating
records, and other reports.

(f) Release to the department or the commission, for meetings and hearings, only data described in this
section that are necessary to the administration of this part in the prevention or correction of surface or
underground waste.

(g) Order through written notice the immediate suspension or prompt correction of any operation,
condition, or practice found to exist that is causing, resulting in, or threatening to cause or result in surface or
underground waste.

(h) Require the filing of an adequate surety or security bond and provide for the release of that surety or
security bond.

(i) Qualify persons for blanket permits.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.62509 Drilling or conversion permits; application; bond; permit not required; blanket
permit; confidentiality of information, records, logs, and reports; fees.
Sec. 62509. (1) A person shall not drill or begin the drilling of any brine, storage, or waste disposal well, or

convert any well for these uses, and except as authorized by a permit issued by the supervisor of mineral wells
pursuant to part 13 and rules promulgated by the supervisor of mineral wells, and unless the person files with
the supervisor of mineral wells an approved surety or security bond. The application shall be accompanied by
a survey of the well site. The department shall conduct an investigation and inspection before the supervisor
of mineral wells issues a permit. A permit shall not be issued to any owner or his or her authorized
representative who does not comply with the rules of the supervisor of mineral wells or who is in violation of
this part or any rule of the supervisor of mineral wells. Upon completion of the drilling or converting of a well
for storage or waste disposal and after necessary testing by the owner to determine that the well can be used
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(e) The location of buildings, equipment, stockpiles, roads, or other features necessary to the mining
activity and provisions for their removal and restoration of the area at the project termination.

(f) The interim use or uses of reclaimed areas before the cessation of the entire mining operation.
(g) Maps and other supporting documents required by the department.
(h) Fencing or other techniques to minimize trespass or unauthorized access to the mining activity.
(i) If required by the department when mining activity below the water table is proposed, a

hydrogeological survey of the surrounding area.
(j) If threatened or endangered species are identified, an indication of how the threatened or endangered

species will be protected or, if not protected, what mitigation measures will be performed.
(k) If the proposed mining activity includes beneficiation or treatment of the ferrous ore or material mined

for its ferrous content, the application documents shall include specific plans depicting the beneficiation and
treatment methods and techniques, and manufacturer's material safety data sheets on all chemicals or other
additives that are not natural to the site, that will be utilized in the process. The operator shall obtain all
applicable state and federal permits before beginning the beneficiation process.

History: Add. 1997, Act 149, Imd. Eff. Dec. 2, 1997;¾Am. 2011, Act 214, Imd. Eff. Nov. 8, 2011.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63103c Ferrous mineral mining permit.
Sec. 63103c. (1) A ferrous mineral mining permit issued by the department is valid for the life of the mine.

However, the department may revoke a ferrous mineral mining permit under the following conditions:
(a) The permittee has not commenced construction of plant facilities or conducted actual mining and

reclamation activities covered by the permit within 3 years after the date of issuance of the permit.
(b) The permittee requests the revocation of the ferrous mineral mining permit and the department

determines the mining activity has not polluted, impaired, or destroyed the air, water, or other natural
resources or the public trust in those resources, as provided in part 17.

(c) The permittee fails to submit the annual report of production as required by section 63103d(2).
(d) The department finds that the permittee is not in compliance with this part, the rules promulgated under

this part, or the ferrous mineral permit and there exists an imminent threat to the health and safety of the
public.

(2) The department may order immediate suspension of any or all activities at a ferrous mineral mining
operation, including the removal of ferrous product from the site, if the department finds there exists an
emergency endangering the public health and safety or an imminent threat to the natural resources of the state.

(3) An order suspending operations shall be in effect until the operation is in compliance and protection of
the public health and safety is ensured or the threat to the natural resources has been eliminated, but not more
than 10 days. To extend the suspension beyond 10 days, the department shall issue an emergency order to
continue the suspension of operations and shall schedule a hearing as provided by the administrative
procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. The total duration of the suspension of
operations shall not be more than 30 days.

(4) A ferrous mineral mining permit may be transferred with approval of the department. The person
seeking to acquire the permit shall submit a request for transfer of the permit to the department on forms
provided by the department. The person acquiring the permit shall accept the conditions of the existing permit
and adhere to the requirements set forth on the approved mining and reclamation plan. Pending the transfer of
the existing permit, the person seeking to acquire the permit shall not operate the mine.

(5) A ferrous mineral mining permit shall not be transferred to a person who has been determined by the
department to be in violation of any of the following, until the person acquiring the permit has corrected the
violation or the department has accepted a compliance schedule and a written agreement has been reached to
correct the violations:

(a) This part.
(b) The rules promulgated under this part.
(c) Permit conditions.
(d) An order of the department.
(6) If the permittee of a ferrous mineral mining operation is under notice because of unsatisfactory

conditions at the mining site involved in the transfer, then the permit for the mining operation shall not be
transferred to a person until the permittee has completed the necessary corrective actions or the person
acquiring the permit has entered into a written agreement to correct all of the unsatisfactory conditions.

(7) A ferrous mineral mining permit may be amended upon submission to the department of a request by
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(9) Within 28 days after the expiration of the public comment period under subsection (8), the department
shall grant or deny the mining permit application in writing. A determination that an application is
administratively complete does not preclude the department from requiring additional information from the
applicant. The 28-day period under this subsection shall be tolled until such time as the applicant submits the
requested information. If a mining permit is denied, the reasons shall be stated in a written report to the
applicant.

(10) A mining permit shall not be issued or transferred to a person if the department has determined that
person to be in violation of this part, rules promulgated under this part, the permit, or an order of the
department under this part, unless the person has corrected the violation or the person has agreed in writing to
correct the violation pursuant to a compliance schedule approved by the department.

(11) Subject to subsection (10), the department shall approve a mining permit if it determines both of the
following:

(a) The permit application meets the requirements of this part.
(b) The proposed mining operation will not pollute, impair, or destroy the air, water, or other natural

resources or the public trust in those resources, in accordance with part 17 of this act. In making this
determination, the department shall take into account the extent to which other permit determinations afford
protection to natural resources. For the purposes of this subsection, excavation and removal of nonferrous
metallic minerals and of associated overburden and waste rock, in and of itself, does not constitute pollution,
impairment, or destruction of those natural resources.

(12) The department shall deny a mining permit if it determines the requirements of subsection (11) have
not been met.

(13) Terms and conditions that are set forth in the permit application and the mining, reclamation, and
environmental protection plan and that are approved by the department shall be incorporated in and become a
part of the mining permit.

(14) A mining permit is not effective until all other permits required under this act for the proposed mining
operation are obtained.

(15) If a person submits an application for a mining permit and 1 or more other permits under this act with
respect to a particular mining operation, the department may process the applications in a coordinated fashion
to the extent feasible given procedural requirements applicable to individual permits. The coordinated permit
process may include consolidating public hearings under this part with public hearings required under other
parts of this act. Any notice of a consolidated public hearing shall state clearly which permits are to be
considered at the public hearing. An applicant may waive any required timelines under subsections (4) to (9)
to facilitate the coordination.

History: Add. 2004, Act 449, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63207 Mining permit; duration; termination; revocation; transfer; amendment;
exceptions.
Sec. 63207. (1) A mining permit issued by the department remains in effect until terminated or revoked by

the department.
(2) The department may terminate a mining permit under 1 or more of the following conditions:
(a) The permittee has not commenced construction of plant facilities or conducted actual mining activities

covered by the mining permit within 2 years after the effective date of the mining permit.
(b) The permittee has completed final reclamation of the mining area and requests the termination of the

mining permit and the department determines all of the following:
(i) The mining operation has not polluted, impaired, or destroyed the air, water, or other natural resources

or the public trust in those resources by activities conducted within the scope of the permit.
(ii) The permittee has otherwise fulfilled all conditions determined to be necessary by the department to

protect the public health, safety, and welfare and the environment.
(iii) The requirements for the postclosure monitoring period have been satisfied.
(3) The department may revoke a mining permit pursuant to section 63221.
(4) A permittee shall not transfer a mining permit to a new operator unless all of the following occur:
(a) The person acquiring the mining permit submits to the department on forms provided by the department

a request for transfer of the mining permit and provides the financial assurance required under section 63211.
(b) The person acquiring the mining permit accepts the conditions of the existing mining permit and

adheres to the requirements set forth in this part.
(c) If the department determines that the permittee is in violation of this part or rules promulgated under
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and safety.
(7) If the department receives an allegation of improper action under or a violation of this part, a rule

promulgated under this part, or a condition of a permit issued under this part, and the person making the
allegation provides evidence or corroboration sufficient to support the allegation, as determined by the
department, the department shall do all of the following:

(a) Make a record of the allegation.
(b) Conduct an inspection of the mining operation to investigate the allegation not more than 5 business

days after receipt of the complaint or allegation. If the complaint or allegation is of a highly serious nature, as
determined by the department, the mining operation shall be inspected as quickly as possible. However, an
investigation or inspection under this subsection shall comply with the United States constitution, the state
constitution of 1963, and this section.

(c) Not more than 15 business days after completing an investigation of the allegation, make a written
report of the allegation and the results of the investigation to the operator and the person who made the
allegation.

(8) The department shall comply with the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL
24.201 to 24.328, in its actions under this section.

History: Add. 2004, Act 449, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63223 Civil action; commencement; jurisdiction; relief; fine; violation as felony;
penalties; lien.
Sec. 63223. (1) The department may request the attorney general to commence a civil action for

appropriate relief, including a permanent or temporary injunction, for a violation of this part or a provision of
a permit or order issued or rule promulgated under this part. An action under this subsection may be brought
in the circuit court for the county of Ingham or for the county in which the defendant is located, resides, or is
doing business. The court has jurisdiction to restrain the violation and to require compliance. In addition to
any other relief granted under this subsection, the court may impose a civil fine of not less than $2,500.00,
and the court may award reasonable attorney fees and costs to the prevailing party. The maximum fine
imposed by the court shall be not more than $25,000.00 per day of violation.

(2) Upon a finding by the court that an operator has violated this part or a provision of a permit or order
issued or rule promulgated under this part, and that the violation poses or posed a substantial endangerment to
the public health, safety, or welfare, the court shall impose, in addition to the sanctions set forth in subsection
(1), a fine of not less than $500,000.00 and not more than $5,000,000.00.

(3) The attorney general may file a civil suit in a court of competent jurisdiction to recover, in addition to a
fine, the full value of the injuries done to the natural resources of this state and the costs of surveillance and
enforcement by the state resulting from the violation.

(4) A person who on or after February 1, 2005 intentionally makes a false statement, representation, or
certification in an application for or form pertaining to a permit under this part or in a notice or report required
by the terms and conditions of a permit issued under this part is guilty of a felony and may be imprisoned for
not more than 2 years and shall be fined not less than $2,500.00 or more than $25,000.00 for each violation. If
the conviction is for a violation committed after a first conviction of the person under this subsection, the
court shall impose a fine of not less than $25,000.00 per day and not more than $50,000.00 per day of
violation. With the exception of the issuance of criminal complaints, issuance of warrants, and the holding of
an arraignment, the circuit court for the county in which the violation occurred has exclusive jurisdiction.
Knowledge possessed by a person other than the defendant under this subsection may be attributable to the
defendant if the defendant took affirmative steps to shield himself or herself from the relevant information.

(5) Upon a finding by the court that the actions taken by a criminal defendant on or after February 1, 2005
pose or posed a substantial endangerment to the public health, safety, or welfare, the court shall impose, in
addition to the penalties set forth in subsection (2), a sentence of 5 years' imprisonment and a fine of not less
than $1,000,000.00.

(6) To find a defendant civilly or criminally liable for substantial endangerment under subsection (2) or
(5), the court shall determine that the defendant knowingly or recklessly acted in such a manner as to cause a
danger of death or serious bodily injury and that either of the following occurred:

(a) The defendant had an actual awareness, belief, or understanding that his or her conduct would cause a
substantial danger of death or serious bodily injury.

(b) The defendant acted in gross disregard of the standard of care that any reasonable person should
observe in similar circumstances.
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(7) A civil fine or other civil award imposed under this section is payable to this state and shall be credited
to the general fund. The fine constitutes a lien on any property, of any nature or kind, owned by the defendant.

(8) A lien under subsection (7) is effective and has priority over all other liens and encumbrances except
those filed or recorded prior to the date of judgment only if notice of the lien is filed or recorded as required
by state or federal law.

(9) A lien filed or recorded pursuant to subsection (8) shall be terminated according to the procedures
required by state or federal law within 14 days after the fine or other award ordered to be paid is paid.

(10) If a violation of this part also constitutes a violation of another part of this act, a court may apply a
civil fine or penalty for the violation, and each day of continued violation, in accordance with and subject to
the penalty limits of the other part.

History: Add. 2004, Act 449, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 633
MINING AUTHORIZATION, MULTIPLE OWNERS

324.63301 Definitions.
Sec. 63301. The following words and terms as used in this part have the meaning ascribed to them in this

section:
(a) “Mineral”, when employed in a conveyance, includes every inorganic substance that can be extracted

from the earth for profit whether it is solid, as rock, fire clay, the various metals, and coal, or fluid, as mineral
waters. Mineral does not include oil or gas.

(b) “Person” means any natural person, corporation, association, partnership, receiver, trustee, judiciary or
common law trust, guardian, executor, administrator, or fiduciary of any kind.

(c) “Royalty interest” means that share of the product or profit that the owner of the land or mineral rights
in the land reserves or is entitled to, whether under a lease or under this part, in consideration of permitting
the development of the mineral rights. Royalty interest does not include oil or gas or interests in oil or gas.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63302 Exploration of certain lands for mining purposes.
Sec. 63302. Whenever lands or mineral rights in lands in this state are owned by tenants in common, joint

owners, co-tenants, or co-parceners, whether title is derived by purchase, devise, descent, or otherwise, or
whether or not any or all of the owners are minors, the tenants in common, joint owners, co-tenants, or
co-parceners who hold not less than 3/4 interest in the title to the lands or mineral rights in the lands may
explore, drill, mine, develop, and operate the lands for mining purposes, except for oil and gas, and may
remove and transport the minerals or mineral products from the lands or store the minerals or mineral
products on the lands and sell and dispose of the minerals and mineral products in the manner provided for in
this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63303 Decree of court to lease land; complaint.
Sec. 63303. The owner or owners of not less than 3/4 in interest desiring to lease land or the mineral rights

in the land for mining purposes, except for oil and gas, or desiring to explore, drill, develop, or operate the
land for minerals or mineral products and to remove the minerals or mineral products from the land, may file
a complaint in a circuit court for the county in which the land or a part of the land is located, to obtain a
decree of the court authorizing the owner or owners to lease the land or the mineral rights or to explore, drill,
mine, develop, and operate the land for mining purposes, except for oil and gas, and remove and transport
minerals or mineral products from the land or store the minerals or mineral products on the land of all owners
of the land. The complaint shall set forth the relevant facts and the interests of all persons to the extent these
are known to the plaintiffs.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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determines that the permittee has complied with all applicable provisions of this part.
(3) A mining permit may be transferred with approval of the department. The person seeking to acquire the

permit shall submit a request for transfer of the permit to the department on forms provided by the
department. The person acquiring the permit shall accept the conditions of the existing permit and adhere to
the requirements set forth in the approved mining and reclamation plan and provide a conformance bond as
set forth in section 63409. Pending the transfer of the existing permit, the person seeking to acquire the permit
shall not operate the mine.

(4) A mining permit shall not be transferred to a person who has been determined by the department to be
in violation of this part, rules promulgated under this part, or a condition of a permit issued under this part,
until the person acquiring the permit has corrected the violation or the department has accepted a compliance
schedule and the person that will acquire the permit has entered into a written consent agreement to correct
the violation.

(5) If the permittee has been notified by the department of a violation of this part, rules promulgated under
this part, or a condition of the permit issued under this part at the mining area involved in the transfer, the
mining permit shall not be transferred to a person until the permittee has corrected the violation or the person
that will acquire the permit has entered into a written consent agreement to correct the violation.

(6) A mining permit may be amended upon submission to the department of a request by the permittee.
The department shall determine whether the requested amendment constitutes a significant change to the
mining and reclamation plan. If the department determines that the requested amendment constitutes a
significant change, the department shall submit the request for amendment to the same review process as
provided for a new permit application in section 63405(4) to (8). If the department determines that the
requested amendment does not constitute a significant change, the department shall approve the request
within 14 days after receiving the request.

History: Add. 2017, Act 40, Eff. Aug. 21, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63409 Conformance bond; amount; duration; violation.
Sec. 63409. (1) For each mine, an operator shall maintain a conformance bond in the amount of $50,000.00

during mining activities and until the department determines that all reclamation has been completed in
compliance with the mining permit.

(2) If an operator violates subsection (1), the department may order immediate suspension of mining
activities, including the removal of native copper from the site.

History: Add. 2017, Act 40, Eff. Aug. 21, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63411 Mine operator; compliance with applicable requirements; duties upon suspension
of mining activities; beginning and completing final reclamation of mining area; time
period; extension; compliance with other applicable state or federal statutes or
regulations.
Sec. 63411. (1) An operator shall comply with all other applicable requirements of this act.
(2) An operator shall conduct mining activities at a mining area in conformance with the approved mining

and reclamation plan.
(3) If mining activities are suspended for a continuous period exceeding 240 days, the operator shall

maintain, monitor, and secure the mining area and shall conduct any interim sloping or stabilizing of surfaces
necessary to protect the environment, natural resources, or public health and safety in accordance with the
mining permit.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), an operator shall begin final reclamation of a mining area within 3 years after
the date of cessation of other mining activities and shall complete reclamation within the time set forth in the
mining and reclamation plan approved by the department under section 63405.

(5) Upon written request of the operator, the department may approve an extension of time to begin or
complete final reclamation.

(6) Compliance with this part does not relieve a person of the responsibility to comply with all other
applicable state or federal statutes or regulations.

History: Add. 2017, Act 40, Eff. Aug. 21, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451
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Popular name: NREPA

324.63413 Fees and penalties.
Sec. 63413. (1) For purposes of surveillance, monitoring, administration, and enforcement of this part, an

operator shall pay the department by February 15 of each year an operating fee of $5,000.00 for each mine
where mining activities were ongoing as of December 31 of the previous year. The fee is due each year until
the mining activities cease and the department has released the conformance bond.

(2) The department shall assess a penalty equal to 2% of the amount due against the operator for each
month or part of a month during which an operating fee has not been paid after the due date.

(3) The department shall forward all annual operating fees and penalties collected under this section to the
state treasurer for deposit in the fund.

History: Add. 2017, Act 40, Eff. Aug. 21, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63415 Small native copper mine surveillance fund; creation; deposit of money or other
assets; investment; interest and earnings; money remaining at close of fiscal year;
expenditures.
Sec. 63415. (1) The small native copper mine surveillance fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The

state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and
earnings from fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The department shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, only for surveillance,
monitoring, administration, and enforcement under this part.

History: Add. 2017, Act 40, Eff. Aug. 21, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63417 Failing or neglecting to perform reclamation in conformance with part or rules;
notice of determination; service; reclamation to be conducted by department; liability for
expenses of department; claim; order to immediately suspend mining activities; findings;
duration; extension; action by attorney general.
Sec. 63417. (1) If the department determines that an operator has failed or neglected to perform

reclamation in conformance with this part or rules promulgated under this part, the department shall give
notice of this determination, in writing, to the operator and to the surety executing the conformance bond
under section 63409. The notice of determination shall be served upon the operator and surety in person or by
registered mail. If the operator or surety fails or neglects to properly commence the required reclamation
within 90 days after the date of personal service or mailing of the notice or fails to proceed with reclamation
at a rate that will conclude the reclamation within the period specified in the mining and reclamation plan, the
department may enter into and upon any private or public property on which the mining area is located and
upon and across any private or public property necessary to reach the mining area and conduct necessary
reclamation, and the operator and surety are jointly and severally liable for all expenses incurred by the
department. The department shall certify to the operator and surety the claim of this state in writing, listing
the items of expense incurred in reclamation. The claim shall be paid by the operator or surety within 30 days.
If the claim is not paid within that time, the department may bring suit against the operator or surety, jointly
or severally, for the collection of the claim in any court of competent jurisdiction in Ingham County.

(2) The department may order immediate suspension of any mining activities if the department finds that
there exists an emergency endangering the public health and safety or an imminent threat to the natural
resources of this state.

(3) An order suspending mining activities under subsection (2) shall be in effect until the endangerment to
the public health and safety or the threat to the natural resources has been eliminated, but not more than 10
days. To extend the suspension beyond 10 days, the department shall issue an emergency order to continue
the suspension of mining activities and shall schedule a hearing as provided by the administrative procedures
act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. The total duration of the suspension of activities shall not
be more than 30 days.

(4) At the request of the department, the attorney general may institute an action in a circuit court of the
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part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63511 Entry on private property by department; purposes; conditions; notice; money
expended and benefits accruing to property chargeable against land; mitigating or
offsetting claim in action by owner for damages; acquisition by department of land
adversely affected by past coal mining practices; sale or transfer of acquired land suitable
for development; rules; grant; public hearings.
Sec. 63511. (1) The department may, in the manner provided in this section, enter on private property for

the purposes of conducting an investigation, inspection, study, or exploratory work to determine the existence
of adverse effects of past coal mining practices and to determine the feasibility of restoration, reclamation,
abatement, control, or prevention of those adverse effects.

(2) The department may enter on property as provided in subsection (3) if all of the following conditions
exist:

(a) The land or water resources on the property have been adversely affected by past coal mining practices.
(b) The adverse effects to land or water resources on the property are at a stage where, in the public

interest, action should be taken to restore, reclaim, abate, control, or prevent the adverse effects of past coal
mining practices.

(c) The department gives notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the record owner or owners
of the property requesting permission to enter on the property.

(d) The owners of the land or water resources where entry must be made to restore, reclaim, abate, control,
or prevent the adverse effects of past coal mining practices are not known, or readily identifiable; or the
owners of the property will not give permission, after receiving notice under subdivision (c), for the state or
local unit of government to enter on the property to restore, reclaim, abate, control, or prevent the adverse
effects of past coal mining practices.

(3) After giving notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the record owner or owners of the
property; posting notice on the property; and advertising for 4 consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the county in which the property is located, the department may enter on property adversely
affected by the past coal mining practices and any other property necessary to have access to the property to
take those actions necessary or expedient to restore, reclaim, abate, control, or prevent the adverse effects.
The money expended to restore, reclaim, abate, control, or prevent the adverse effects and the benefits
accruing to the property entered on is chargeable against the land and shall mitigate or offset any claim in an
action brought by the owner of any interest in the property for damages by virtue of the entry. This subsection
is not intended to create new rights of action or eliminate existing immunities.

(4) The department may acquire land by purchase, donation, or condemnation that is adversely affected by
past coal mining practices if the department determines that acquisition of the land is in the public interest, is
necessary to successful reclamation, and either subdivision (a) or (b) applies:

(a) The acquired land, after restoration, reclamation, abatement, control, or prevention of the adverse
effects of past coal mining practices, will serve recreation and historic purposes, conservation and reclamation
purposes, or provide open space benefits; and permanent facilities such as a treatment plant or a relocated
stream channel will be constructed on the land for the restoration, reclamation, abatement, control, or
prevention of the adverse effects of past coal mining practices.

(b) Acquisition of coal refuse disposal sites and all coal refuse on the acquired land will serve the purposes
of this section or is desirable to meet emergency situations and prevent recurrences of the adverse effects of
past coal mining practices.

(5) The price paid for land acquired pursuant to this section shall reflect the market value of the land taking
into consideration its current use and its condition as adversely affected by past coal mining practices.

(6) If land acquired pursuant to this section is considered suitable for agricultural, industrial, commercial,
residential, or recreational development, the state may sell or transfer the land pursuant to rules promulgated
by the department and procedures provided by law to ensure that the land is put to proper use consistent with
the land use plans of local units of government. If a grant accepted pursuant to section 63506(k) is involved in
the acquisition of the land to be sold, the land may be sold only when authorized by the secretary of the
United States department of the interior. The department shall hold a public hearing in compliance with the
open meetings act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, in the county or counties of the state in which land acquired pursuant to this section is
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(d) Information concerning ownership and management of the applicant or operator required by the
department by rule.

(e) A statement of whether the applicant or any subsidiary, affiliate, or other person controlled by or under
common control with the applicant has ever held a federal, state, or local mining permit which in the 5-year
period prior to the date of submission of the application has been suspended or revoked or whether that person
has had a mining bond or similar security deposited in lieu of bond forfeited and, if so, a brief explanation of
the facts involved.

(f) A copy of an advertisement to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the
proposed site for 4 consecutive weeks, that indicates the ownership and a description of the location and
boundaries of the proposed site sufficiently so that the proposed operation may be readily located, and a
statement that the application is available for public inspection at the office of the county clerk of each county
in which the proposed permit area is located.

(g) A description of the type and method of coal mining operation that exists or is proposed, the
engineering techniques proposed or used, and the equipment used or proposed to be used in the mining
operation.

(h) The anticipated or actual starting and termination dates of each phase of the mining operation and the
number of acres of land to be affected by each phase of the mining operation.

(i) An accurate map or plan, to scale determined by the department by rule, filed by the applicant with the
department clearly showing the land to be affected as of the date of the application, the area of land within the
permit area on which the applicant has the legal right to enter and commence surface mining operations, and
those documents on which the applicant bases his or her legal right to enter and commence surface mining
operations on the area affected, and whether that right is the subject of pending court litigation.

(j) Identification of the watershed and location of the surface streams, tributaries, groundwaters, and
county and intercounty drains into which surface, pit drainage, or other waters from the mining operation will
be discharged.

(k) A determination of the probable hydrologic consequences of the mining and reclamation operation, if
any, both on and off the mine site, with respect to the hydrologic regime; quantity and quality of water in
surface and groundwater systems, including the dissolved and suspended solids under seasonal flow
conditions; and the collection of sufficient data for the mine site and surrounding areas so that an assessment
can be made by the department of the probable cumulative impacts of all anticipated mining in the area on the
hydrology of the area and particularly on water availability. However, the determination of hydrologic
consequences is not required until existing hydrologic information regarding the general area prior to mining
is made available from the appropriate federal or state agency, except that the permit shall not be approved
until the information is available and is incorporated into the permit application.

(l) The climatological factors that are peculiar to the locality of the land to be affected, including the
average seasonal precipitation, average direction and velocity of prevailing winds, and seasonal temperature
ranges.

(m) A statement of the result of test borings or core samplings from the proposed permit area, including
logs of the drill holes; the thickness of the coal seam found, and an analysis of the chemical properties of the
coal; the sulfur content of any coal seam; a chemical analysis of any potentially acid or toxic-forming sections
of the overburden; and a chemical analysis of the stratum lying immediately underneath the coal to be mined.
The provisions of this subdivision may be waived by the department with respect to any particular application
by a written determination by the department that the information is unnecessary.

(n) A soil survey made or obtained according to standards established by the department of agriculture in
order to confirm the exact location of agricultural land, if any, within the proposed permit area. The soil
survey shall include the exact location of agricultural land enrolled under part 361.

(o) Accurate maps to scale determined by the department by rule clearly showing both of the following:
(i) The land to be affected as of the date of application.
(ii) All types of information set forth on topographical maps of the United States geological survey of a

scale of 1:24,000 or 1:25,000 or larger, including all human-made features and significant known
archeological sites existing on the date of application.

The map or plan shall, among other things specified by the department, show all boundaries of the land to
be affected, the boundary lines and names of present owners of record of all surface areas adjacent to the
permit area, and the location of all buildings within 1,000 feet of the permit area.

(p) Cross-section maps or plans of the land to be affected to a scale determined by the department by rule,
including the actual area to be mined, prepared by or under the direction of and certified by a qualified
registered professional engineer, or professional geologist with assistance from experts in related fields such
as land surveying and landscape architecture, showing pertinent elevation and location of test borings or core
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24.292 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(2) A penalty equal to 12% of the amount due, or $1,000.00, whichever is greater, shall be assessed against

the operator for a fee not properly or promptly paid pursuant to section 63542. An unpaid fee and penalty
shall constitute a debt and become the basis of a civil action against the operator to compel the payment of the
debt.

(3) The inspection and reclamation fee and quarterly reports required by this subpart shall be confidential
and shall not be subject to the disclosure requirements of the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of the
Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, except that disclosure
may be made with the written consent of the operator filing the fee and report or pursuant to a court order.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63544 Prohibited acts; penalty.
Sec. 63544. Any person, corporate officer, agent, or director, on behalf of an operator, who knowingly

makes any false statement, representation, or certification, or knowingly fails to make any statement,
representation, or certification regarding a report required in this subpart, shall be punished by imprisonment
for not more than 1 year, or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBPART 10
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

324.63545 Designating areas unsuitable for surface coal mining; rules; determination;
petition by interested person; public hearing; written decision; statement; certain surface
coal mining operation prohibited; consultation.
Sec. 63545. (1) The department shall promulgate rules establishing a process for designating areas

unsuitable for surface coal mining. The rules shall include all of the following:
(a) Surface coal mining land review.
(b) Development of a data base and an inventory system that will permit proper evaluation of the capacity

of different land areas of the state to support and permit reclamation of surface coal mining operations.
(c) Development, by rule, of a method for implementing land use planning decisions concerning surface

coal mining operations.
(d) Development, by rule, of proper notice provisions and opportunity for public participation, including a

public hearing, prior to making any designation or redesignation pursuant to this section.
(e) Procedures for determining whether an area proposed for surface coal mining contains historic

resources. These rules shall be developed with the concurrence of the department of history, arts, and libraries
and the department of natural resources.

(2) On a petition submitted pursuant to subsection (3), the department shall designate an area as unsuitable
for all or certain types of surface coal mining operations if the department determines that reclamation
pursuant to the requirements of this part is not technologically and economically feasible. A surface area may
be designated unsuitable for certain types of surface coal mining operations if those operations do any of the
following:

(a) Are incompatible with existing state or local land use plans or programs.
(b) Affect fragile land or historic resources resulting in significant damage to important historic, cultural,

scientific, and aesthetic values and natural systems.
(c) Affect renewable resource land, including aquifers and aquifer recharge areas, resulting in a substantial

loss or reduction of long-range productivity of water supply or of food or fiber products.
(d) Affect natural hazard land, including areas subject to frequent flooding and areas of unstable geology,

substantially endangering life and property.
(e) Affect agricultural land by diminishing the productivity of the land after reclamation to less than the

productivity before the site was mined.
(f) Adversely affect an agricultural operation, including planting, harvesting, transportation, processing, or

other activity included in the agricultural impact statement required by section 63516(1)(s).
(3) Determinations of the unsuitability of land for surface coal mining shall be integrated with present and

future land use planning and regulation processes at the federal, state, and local levels. The requirements of
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for industrial, commercial, residential, or public use, including recreational facilities, the department may,
with approval by the secretary of the United States department of the interior, authorize departures in
individual cases and on an experimental basis from the environmental protection performance standards of
this part. These departures may be authorized if the experimental practices are potentially at least as
environmentally protective, during and after mining operations, as those required by this part; if the mining
operations approved for particular land use or other purposes are not larger or more numerous than necessary
to determine the effectiveness and economic feasibility of the experimental practices; and if the experimental
practices do not reduce the protection afforded public health and safety below that provided by this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.63549 Right to enforce or protect interest in natural resource affected by operation;
replacement of water supply.
Sec. 63549. (1) This part shall not be construed as affecting the right of any person to enforce or protect,

under applicable law, his or her interest in water or any other natural resource affected by a surface coal
mining operation.

(2) The operator of a surface coal mining operation shall replace the water supply of an owner of an
interest in real property who obtains all or part of his or her supply of water for domestic, agricultural,
industrial, or other legitimate use from an underground or surface source where the supply has been affected
by contamination, diminution, or interruption proximately resulting from the surface coal mine operation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 637
SAND DUNE MINING

324.63701 Definitions.
Sec. 63701. As used in this part:
(a) “Active cell-unit” means a cell-unit set forth in the approved progressive cell-unit mining and

reclamation plan provided for in section 63706(1), in which vegetation and topsoil have been removed in
preparation for sand dune mining or sand removal has been initiated after the date of issuance of the sand
dune mining permit. Vegetation removal does not preclude the removal of marketable forest products from a
cell-unit, if the removal maintains the ground cover and topsoil within the cell-unit in stable condition.

(b) “Administratively complete” means an application for a sand dune mining permit that is determined by
the department to satisfy all of the conditions of this part and rules promulgated under this part.

(c) “Barrier dune” means the first landward sand dune formation along the shoreline of a Great Lake or a
sand dune formation designated by the department.

(d) “Beneficiation” means to process sand for any of the following purposes, but does not include the
drying process:

(i) Regulating the grain size of the desired product.
(ii) Removing unwanted constituents.
(iii) Improving the quality and purity of the desired product.
(e) “Cell-unit” means a subunit of the total sand dune mining project as determined in size and location by

the operator. A cell-unit shall not exceed 10 acres in size for sand dune mining operations that commence
operation after March 31, 1977 or for the expansion of sand dune mining operations that existed before March
31, 1977. A cell-unit shall not exceed 30 acres in size for operations that existed before March 31, 1977.

(f) “Conformance bond” means a surety bond that is executed by a surety company authorized to do
business in this state, cash, certificates of deposit, letters of credit, or other securities that are filed by an
operator to ensure compliance with this part, rules promulgated under this part, or conditions of a sand dune
mining permit.

(g) “Environmental elements” means the biological, physical, and chemical characteristics of the
environment, including but not limited to the following:

(i) Watersheds.
(ii) Water bodies.
(iii) Forests.
(iv) Existing areas maintained for public recreation.
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peat.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.64110 Applicability of MCL 324.64103 to 324.64106; responsibility of meeting legal
requirements.
Sec. 64110. The requirements of sections 64103 through 64106 do not apply to proposals for the taking of

peat from state owned lands that have been the subject of department action prior to July 9, 1984. This
provision does not relieve the department or any of the entities listed in section 64102 from the responsibility
of meeting legal requirements applicable to the leasing of state lands for peat development that might
otherwise be imposed by law.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.64111 Rules.
Sec. 64111. The department may promulgate rules for the implementation of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

CHAPTER 4
RECREATION

SUBCHAPTER 1
RECREATION

ADMINISTRATION

PART 701
RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS

324.70101 Recreation and cultural arts section; establishment.
Sec. 70101. There is established a state recreation and cultural arts section in the department.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.70102 Head of section; qualifications.
Sec. 70102. The head of the state recreation and cultural arts section shall be a person widely experienced

in community recreation and shall be directly responsible to a deputy director.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.70103 Technical advice and guidance; duty to collect and disseminate data and
information; other duties.
Sec. 70103. The state recreation and cultural arts section shall provide technical advice and guidance to the

political subdivisions of this state and other interested groups and agencies in the planning and development
of recreation programs, areas, and facilities including but not limited to creative and cultural activities, and
programs for senior citizens, persons with disabilities, and the culturally deprived. The section shall collect
and disseminate necessary data and information relating to its duties and shall maintain a cooperative
relationship with the tourist, resort, and educational extension services of the universities, the Michigan travel
commission, Michigan's 4 regional tourist associations, and the various federal agencies.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 86, Imd. Eff. May 13, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.71501 Definitions.
Sec. 71501. As used in this part:
(a) “Bonds” means the bonds issued under part 713 or former Act No. 327 of the Public Acts of 1988.
(b) “Fund” means the recreation bond fund created in section 71506.
(c) “Local public recreation project” means capital improvement projects including, but not limited to, the

construction, expansion, development, or rehabilitation of recreational facilities, and the restoration of the
natural environment. Local public recreation project does not include the operation, maintenance, or
administration of those facilities, wages, or administration of projects or purchase of facilities already
dedicated to public recreational purposes.

(d) “Local unit of government” means a county, city, township, village, school district, the Huron-Clinton
metropolitan authority, or any authority composed of counties, cities, townships, villages, or school districts,
or any combination of those entities, which authority is legally constituted to provide public recreation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.71502 Legislative finding and declaration.
Sec. 71502. The legislature finds and declares that the construction, expansion, development, and

rehabilitation of state and local recreational facilities and the restoration of the natural environment under this
part are a public purpose in the interest of the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.71503 Bonds; requirements generally.
Sec. 71503. (1) The bonds issued under part 713 shall be issued in 1 or more series, each series to be in a

principal amount, to be dated, to have the maturities that may be either serial, term, or term and serial, to bear
interest at a rate or rates, to be subject or not subject to prior redemption and, if subject to prior redemption,
with or without call premiums, to be payable at a place or places, to have or not have provisions for
registration as to principal only or as to both principal and interest, to be in a form and to be executed in a
manner as shall be determined by resolution to be adopted by the state administrative board, and to be subject
to or granting those covenants, directions, restrictions, or rights specified by resolution to be adopted by the
state administrative board as necessary to ensure the marketability, insurability, or tax-exempt status. The
state administrative board shall rotate legal counsel when issuing bonds.

(2) The state administrative board may refund bonds issued under this part by the issuance of new bonds,
whether or not the bonds to be refunded have matured or are subject to prior redemption. The state
administrative board may issue bonds to partly refund bonds issued under this part and partly for any other
purpose provided by this part. The principal amount of any refunding bonds issued under this section shall not
be counted against the limitation on principal amount imposed by the vote of the people on November 8,
1988. Further, refunding bonds issued under this section shall not be subject to the restrictions of section
71507.

(3) The state administrative board may authorize and approve insurance contracts, agreements for lines of
credit, letters of credit, commitments to purchase bonds, and any other transaction to provide security to
assure timely payment or purchase of any bond issued under this act.

(4) The state administrative board may authorize the state treasurer, but only within limitations that are
contained in the authorizing resolution of the board, to do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Sell and deliver and receive payment of the bonds.
(b) Deliver bonds partly to refund bonds and partly for other authorized purposes.
(c) Select which outstanding bonds will be refunded, if any, by the new issue of bonds.
(d) Buy bonds so issued at not more than their face value.
(e) Approve interest rates or methods for fixing interest rates, prices, discounts, maturities, principal

amounts, purchase prices, purchase dates, remarketing dates, denominations, dates of issuance, interest
payment dates, redemption rights at the option of the state or the owner, the place and time of delivery and
payment, and other matters and procedures necessary to complete the authorized transactions.

(f) Execute, deliver, and pay the cost of remarketing agreements, insurance contracts, agreements for lines
of credit, letters of credit, commitments to purchase bonds or notes, and any other transaction to provide
security to assure timely payments or purchase of any bond issued under this part.
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(4) As used in this section, "electric bicycle", "class 1 electric bicycle", "class 2 electric bicycle", and
"class 3 electric bicycle" mean those terms as defined in section 13e of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA
300, MCL 257.13e.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 212, Eff. Sept. 25, 2014;¾Am. 2017, Act 138, Eff. Jan. 28,
2018;¾Am. 2018, Act 69, Eff. June 17, 2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.72105a Adopt-a-trail program.
Sec. 72105a. (1) The department shall establish an "adopt-a-trail" program that will allow volunteer groups

to assist in maintaining and enhancing trails on state owned land.
(2) Subject to subsection (3), volunteer groups in the adopt-a-trail program may adopt any available trail or

trail segment and may choose any 1 or more of the following volunteer activities:
(a) Spring cleanups.
(b) Environmental activities.
(c) Accessibility projects.
(d) Special events.
(e) Trail maintenance, enhancement, and development.
(f) Public information and assistance.
(g) Training.
(3) The department shall designate the activities to be performed by a volunteer group in the adopt-a-trail

program. The department may provide for more than 1 volunteer group to adopt an eligible trail or trail
segment. If the department operates other programs in the vicinity of the trail that allows volunteers to adopt a
park or other resource, the department shall coordinate these programs to provide for efficient and effective
volunteer programs in the area.

(4) A volunteer group that wishes to participate in the adopt-a-trail program shall submit an application to
the department on a form provided by the department. Additionally, volunteer groups shall agree to the
following:

(a) Volunteer groups shall participate in the program for at least a 2-year period.
(b) Volunteer groups shall consist of at least 6 people who are 18 years of age or older, unless the

volunteer group is a school or scout organization, in which case the volunteers may be under 18 years of age.
(c) Volunteer groups shall contribute a total of at least 400 service hours over a 2-year period.
(d) Volunteer groups shall comply with other reasonable requirements of the department.
(5) A state park manager or a district forest manager may issue to volunteers who are actively working on

adopt-a-trail projects that last more than 1 day free camping permits if campsites are available. A state park
manager or a district forest manager may waive state park entry fees for volunteers entering state parks to
work on adopt-a-trail projects.

(6) While a volunteer is working on an adopt-a-trail project, the volunteer has the same immunity from
civil liability as a department employee and shall be treated in the same manner as an employee under section
8 of 1964 PA 170, MCL 691.1408.

(7) The department shall design and erect near the entrance of each adopted trail or trail segment an
adopt-a-trail program sign with the name of the volunteer group's sponsoring organization listed for each
volunteer group that has contributed at least 100 service hours by volunteers.

History: Add. 1997, Act 129, Imd. Eff. Nov. 5, 1997;¾Am. 2010, Act 46, Imd. Eff. Apr. 2, 2010;¾Am. 2014, Act 212, Eff. Sept.
25, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.72106 Trail management council; establishment; purpose; adopting operating
procedures and electing officers; powers; public hearings; dissolution.
Sec. 72106. (1) Two or more governmental agencies may establish a trail management council for the

development and management of a trail pursuant to the urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7,
MCL 124.501 to 124.512.

(2) Upon formation, a council shall adopt operating procedures and shall elect officers as the council
considers appropriate.

(3) A council may do 1 or more of the following as authorized in an interlocal agreement entered into
pursuant to the urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512:

(a) Operate and maintain that portion of 1 or more trails that are owned or under the control of the
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liability assumed by the department.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004;¾Am. 2014, Act 215, Eff. Sept.

25, 2014;¾Am. 2017, Act 39, Eff. Aug. 21, 2017.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.72109 Pure Michigan Trails fund.
Sec. 72109. (1) The Pure Michigan Trails fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) Except as otherwise provided by law, the state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any of

the following for deposit into the fund:
(a) Payments to the state for easements, use permits, leases, or other use of state owned Pure Michigan

Trail property.
(b) Payments to the state for concessions operated by private vendors on state owned property located on

or adjacent to a Pure Michigan Trail.
(c) Federal funds.
(d) Gifts or bequests.
(e) State appropriations.
(f) Money or assets from other sources as provided by law.
(3) The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund

interest and earnings from fund investments.
(4) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the

general fund.
(5) Money in the fund may be expended for any of the following purposes:
(a) The expenses of the department in operating and maintaining the Pure Michigan Trail system and

enforcing Pure Michigan Trail rules and regulations.
(b) Grants to or contracts with councils, nonprofit organizations, private sector entities, or governmental

agencies to operate and maintain segments of Pure Michigan Trails and to enforce Pure Michigan Trail rules
and regulations.

(c) Funding Pure Michigan Trail construction and improvements.
(d) Acquisition of land or rights in land.
(e) Publications and promotions of the Pure Michigan Trails system.
(6) The department shall submit a report to the legislature on or before December 1 of each year describing

the use of money appropriated from the fund in the previous fiscal year.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 214, Eff. Sept. 25, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.72110 Michigan trails advisory council; creation; duties; membership; terms; vacancy;
qualifications; chairperson; vice-chairperson; staffing; procedures; quorum; meetings;
powers; workgroups; compensation; contracts; donations; additional responsibilities.
Sec. 72110. (1) The Michigan trails advisory council is created within the department.
(2) The advisory council shall advise the director and the governor on the creation, development,

operation, and maintenance of motorized and nonmotorized trails in this state, including, but not limited to,
snowmobile, biking, equestrian, hiking, off-road vehicle, skiing trails, and water trails. In advising the director
and the governor on the creation and development of motorized and nonmotorized trails in this state, the
advisory council shall seek to have the trails linked wherever possible. The advisory council may perform
additional related duties as provided by this part, other law, or as requested by the director or the governor.

(3) The advisory council shall consist of 11 members appointed by the governor. Subject to subsection (4),
a member of the advisory council shall be appointed for a term of 4 years.

(4) All of the following apply to the first advisory council appointed after the effective date of the
amendatory act that added this subsection:

(a) 2 members shall serve for 1 year.
(b) 3 members shall serve for 2 years.
(c) 3 members shall serve for 3 years.
(d) 3 members, not fewer than 2 of whom shall be members of the equine trailways subcommittee created

under section 72110a, shall serve for 4 years.
(5) A vacancy on the advisory council occurring other than by expiration of a term shall be filled by the
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Sec. 72301. As used in this part, “trail” means a right-of-way adapted to foot or horseback travel.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.72302 State system of trails; master plan; development and maintenance of trails with
facilities.
Sec. 72302. Within legislative appropriations, the department shall make a survey and prepare a master

plan for a state system of trails with campsites and necessary facilities that takes into account points of
historical interest and scenic beauty. Revisions of the plan may be made from time to time. On those parts of
the trail that are not public roads, the department may prohibit motor equipment. The department may
provide, develop, and maintain a system of trails with campsites and necessary facilities for the use of the
public, within the appropriations made for those purposes by the legislature.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.72303 Trails; gifts; grants of property interests; prison labor.
Sec. 72303. The department may accept gifts or grants of land, rights-of-way and other property. The

department may use state timber, timber materials, equipment, and prison labor on lands that are under lease
or use permit to it.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

RECREATIONAL TRESPASS

PART 731
RECREATIONAL TRESPASS

324.73101 Definitions; F to P.
Sec. 73101. As used in this part:
(a) “Farm product” means that term as defined in section 2 of the Michigan right to farm act, 1981 PA 93,

MCL 286.472.
(b) “Farm property” means land used in the production of a farm product and all lands contained within the

farm.
(c) “Fish” means game fish or nongame fish as those terms are defined in section 48701.
(d) “Fur-bearing animal” means that term as defined in section 43503.
(e) “Game” means that term as defined in section 40103.
(f) “Hunting dog” means a dog allowed to range freely to engage in or aid in hunting on the day the dog

enters the property of another person.
(g) “License” means a hunting, fishing, or fur harvester's license or, in the discretion of the court, any

combination of such licenses. License does not mean a certificate, license, or permit under part 445 or 473.
(h) “Protected animal” means that term as defined in section 40103.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1998, Act 546, Eff. Mar. 23, 1999.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Recreational Trespass Act

324.73102 Entering or remaining on property of another; consent; exceptions.
Sec. 73102. (1) Except as provided in subsection (4), a person shall not enter or remain upon the property

of another person, other than farm property or a wooded area connected to farm property, to engage in any
recreational activity or trapping on that property without the consent of the owner or his or her lessee or agent,
if either of the following circumstances exists:

(a) The property is fenced or enclosed and is maintained in such a manner as to exclude intruders.
(b) The property is posted in a conspicuous manner against entry. The minimum letter height on the

posting signs shall be 1 inch. Each posting sign shall be not less than 50 square inches, and the signs shall be
spaced to enable a person to observe not less than 1 sign at any point of entry upon the property.
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(d) Administration of the endowment fund.
(6) Not less than 20% of the money made available for expenditure from the endowment fund from any

state fiscal year shall be expended under subsection (5)(a) for capital improvements at Michigan State Parks.
(7) Money in the endowment fund shall be expended as follows:
(a) Until the endowment fund reaches an accumulated principal of $800,000,000.00, each state fiscal year

the legislature may appropriate not more than 50% of the money received under section 35 of article IX of the
state constitution of 1963 plus interest and earnings and any private contributions or other revenue to the
endowment fund.

(b) Once the accumulated principal in the endowment fund reaches $800,000,000.00, only the interest and
earnings of the endowment fund in excess of the amount necessary to maintain the endowment fund's
accumulated principal limit shall be expended.

(8) Unexpended appropriations of the endowment fund from any state fiscal year as authorized by this
section may be carried forward or may be appropriated as determined by the legislature for purposes of this
section.

(9) The department shall annually prepare a report containing an accounting of revenues and expenditures
from the endowment fund. This report shall identify the interest and earnings of the endowment fund from the
previous year, the investment performance of the endowment fund during the previous year, and the total
amount of appropriations from the endowment fund during the previous year. This report shall be provided to
the senate and house of representatives appropriations committees and the standing committees of the senate
and house of representatives with jurisdiction over issues pertaining to natural resources and the environment.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2002, Act 54, Eff. Sept. 21, 2002;¾Am. 2018, Act 598, Eff. (pending).

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 598 of 2018 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless Senate Joint Resolution O of the 99th Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74120 Rules.
Sec. 74120. (1) The department may promulgate rules to implement this part.
(2) The department may promulgate rules providing a method for an individual whose motor vehicle

registration expires annually to pay a state park and state-operated public boating access site recreation
passport fee in addition to the method provided for in section 805 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300,
MCL 257.805. The amount of the state park and state-operated public boating access site recreation passport
fee required to be paid under a method provided for by rule under this subsection shall not exceed twice the
amount of a state park and state-operated public boating access site recreation passport fee paid under the
method provided for in section 805 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.805.

(3) The department shall promulgate rules providing a method for an individual whose motor vehicle
registration does not expire annually and who is exempt under sections 74116(4)(c) and 78119(4)(b) from the
recreation passport fee to voluntarily pay the recreation passport fee as a donation. The amount of the state
park and state-operated public boating access site recreation passport fee required to be paid under the method
provided for by rule under this subsection shall equal the amount of a state park and state-operated public
boating access site recreation passport fee paid under the method provided for in section 805 of the Michigan
vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.805.

(4) A rule promulgated under this section shall provide for a method evidencing payment of the state park
and state-operated public boating access site recreation passport fee, such as the issuance and display of a
permit.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2010, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Mar. 31, 2010;¾Am. 2013, Act 81, Eff. May 1,
2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74121 State parks; prohibited conduct.
Sec. 74121. A person shall not do the following in a state park:
(a) Destroy, damage, or remove any tree, shrub, wildflower, or other vegetation or property without the

permission of the department.
(b) Operate a motor vehicle except in a designated area.
(c) Violate this part or rules promulgated under this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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324.74126 "Fred Meijer White Pine Trail State Park"; "Fred Meijer Berry Junction Trail";
criteria for naming state parks and state owned recreational facilities.
Sec. 74126. (1) The state owned land containing the White Pine trail, which traverses an abandoned rail

corridor between Comstock Park and Cadillac, shall be known as the "Fred Meijer White Pine Trail State
Park".

(2) The department shall facilitate the establishment of a recreational trail that traverses, in part, the
abandoned rail corridor that runs from White Lake drive, south of the city of Whitehall, to Lake avenue in the
city of North Muskegon. This trail shall be known as the "Fred Meijer Berry Junction Trail".

(3) The department, in consultation with the committee, the commission, and the Michigan natural
resources trust fund board established in section 1905, shall develop criteria for naming state parks and other
state owned recreational facilities. Within 1 year after the effective date of the amendatory act that added this
subsection, the department shall present to the standing committees of the senate and the house of
representatives with jurisdiction primarily relating to natural resources and state parks the criteria it has
developed under this section.

History: Add. 2006, Act 248, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 742
CAMP REGISTRATION CARDS

324.74201 Camp registration card; posting; definition.
Sec. 74201. (1) A person shall not camp on any state owned lands under the jurisdiction or control of the

department without having first posted a camp registration card.
(2) As used in this part, “to camp” means the erection of a tent or tent-type camper or the parking and

occupancy of a travel or house trailer or truck camper.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74202 Camp registration card; obtaining; contents; posting.
Sec. 74202. A person may obtain without charge from a conservation officer or a person authorized to

issue fishing or hunting licenses a camp registration card and shall enter on the camp registration card in the
space provided, in plain and legible English, the name and address of every person occupying the camp. The
card shall be prominently and conspicuously posted at the campsite before the camp is made and shall be left
so posted upon the departure of the camping party.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74203 Disposal of rubbish.
Sec. 74203. Upon breaking camp, every member of a camping party is responsible for the disposal, by

burying or burning, of all rubbish, papers, cans, containers, or any other article or thing of any nature
whatsoever brought into or built upon the premises by the camping party. A person camping upon the state
owned lands shall not deposit and leave any tin cans, bottles, refuse, or other rubbish unburied or otherwise
disposed of on the premises.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74204 Camp registration cards; printing and distribution.
Sec. 74204. The department shall have printed and distributed a sufficient number of camp registration

cards to implement this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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meetings shall be given in the manner required by Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74303 Michigan state parks foundation; purpose.
Sec. 74303. The purpose of the foundation is to support the overall enhancement of the Michigan state

parks system and to foster awareness, appreciation, understanding, and involvement in the system through
focused assistance that is supplementary to appropriated parks funding.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74304 Michigan state parks foundation; duties.
Sec. 74304. The foundation shall do the following:
(a) Determine those projects or undertakings for which the foundation will solicit funding. In determining

projects to fund, the foundation shall select projects that enhance the use, preservation, enjoyment, or
understanding of the natural and historic resources of the state parks through the following focus areas of
need:

(i) Education and outreach.
(ii) Visitor information services and interpretive facilities.
(iii) Support for volunteer activities.
(iv) Employee support program.
(b) Maintain a current list and description of projects for which contributions are sought.
(c) Provide for methods by which persons who contribute to the foundation projects may be

commemorated for their contributions.
(d) Advise potential contributors of all tax ramifications of contributions to the foundation.
(e) Invest assets of the foundation in any instrument, obligation, security, or property considered

appropriate by the executive board of the foundation.
(f) Provide for receiving contributions in lump sums or periodic sums.
(g) Administer money collected by the foundation.
(h) Segregate contributions to the foundation into various accounts.
(i) Procure insurance against any loss in connection with the assets of the foundation or foundation

activities.
(j) Enter into contracts on behalf of the foundation.
(k) Define the terms and conditions under which money may be disbursed by the foundation.
(l) Contract for goods and services and engage personnel as is necessary and engage the services of private

consultants, actuaries, managers, legal counsel, and auditors for rendering professional, management, and
technical assistance and advice, payable out of any money of the foundation. However, not more than 10% of
the money of the foundation shall be used for the purpose of this subdivision or other administrative costs of
the foundation.

(m) Exercise other powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes, objectives, and
provisions of this part, and the purposes of the foundation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74305 Michigan state parks foundation; management; use of assets.
Sec. 74305. The foundation shall be managed solely pursuant to and for the purpose set forth in this part

and money or other assets of the foundation shall not be loaned or otherwise transferred or used by the state
for any purpose other than the purposes of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.74306 Accounting.
Sec. 74306. The foundation shall annually prepare or cause to be prepared an accounting which shall be a

public document and shall transmit a copy of the accounting to the governor, the senate majority and minority
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department of history, arts, and libraries, shall bring an action for the recovery of the property.
(2) If the department of history, arts, and libraries determines that the recovered abandoned property does

not have historical value, the department of history, arts, and libraries shall release the property to the person
holding the permit by means of a written instrument.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 75, Imd. Eff. July 24, 2001.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties relating to promotion of history and the preservation of the state's historical
resources to the department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.76111 Great Lakes bottomlands preserve; establishment; rules; determination; factors;
granting permit to recover abandoned artifacts; limitation; intentional sinking of vessel;
prohibited use of state money; Thunder Bay Great Lakes state bottomland preserve.
Sec. 76111. (1) Subject to subsection (7), the department of environmental quality shall establish Great

Lakes bottomlands preserves by rule. A Great Lakes bottomlands preserve shall be established by emergency
rule if it is determined by the department that this action is necessary to immediately protect an object or area
of historical or recreational value.

(2) A Great Lakes bottomlands preserve may be established whenever a bottomlands area includes a single
watercraft of significant historical value, includes 2 or more abandoned watercraft, or contains other features
of archaeological, historical, recreational, geological, or environmental significance. Bottomlands areas
containing few or no watercraft or other features directly related to the character of a preserve may be
excluded from preserves.

(3) In establishing a Great Lakes bottomlands preserve, the department of environmental quality shall
consider all of the following factors:

(a) Whether creating the preserve is necessary to protect either abandoned property possessing historical or
recreational value, or significant underwater geological or environmental features.

(b) The extent of local public and private support for creation of the preserve.
(c) Whether a preserve development plan has been prepared by a state or local agency.
(d) The extent to which preserve support facilities such as roads, marinas, charter services, hotels, medical

hyperbaric facilities, and rescue agencies have been developed in or are planned for the area.
(4) The department of environmental quality and the department of history, arts, and libraries shall not

grant a permit to recover abandoned artifacts within a Great Lakes bottomlands preserve except for historical
or scientific purposes or when the recovery will not adversely affect the historical, cultural, or recreational
integrity of the preserve area as a whole.

(5) An individual Great Lakes bottomlands preserve shall not exceed 400 square miles in area. Great Lakes
bottomlands preserves shall be limited in total area to not more than 10% of the Great Lakes bottomlands
within this state. However, the limitations provided in this subsection do not apply to the Thunder Bay Great
Lakes bottomland preserve established in subsection (7).

(6) Upon the approval of the committee, not more than 1 vessel associated with Great Lakes maritime
history may be sunk intentionally within a Great Lakes bottomlands preserve. However, state money shall not
be expended to purchase, transport, or sink the vessel.

(7) The Thunder Bay Great Lakes state bottomland preserve established under R 299.6001 of the Michigan
administrative code shall have boundaries identical with those described in 15 C.F.R. 922.190 for the Thunder
Bay national marine sanctuary and underwater preserve. As long as the Thunder Bay national marine
sanctuary and underwater preserve remains a designated national marine sanctuary, the right and privilege to
explore, survey, excavate, and regulate abandoned property of historical or recreational value found upon or
within the lands owned by or under control of the state within those boundaries shall be jointly managed and
regulated by the department of environmental quality and the national oceanic and atmospheric
administration. However, this subsection shall not be construed to convey any ownership right or interest
from the state to the federal government of abandoned property of historical or recreational value found upon
or within the lands owned by or under control of the state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 441, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2001;¾Am. 2001, Act 75, Imd. Eff.
July 24, 2001.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties relating to promotion of history and the preservation of the state's historical
resources to the department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties relating to promotion of history and the preservation of the state's historical
resources to the department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.76116 Violation as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 76116. (1) A person who violates section 76105 or 76106 is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by

imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.
(2) A person who violates sections 76107 or 76111 or a rule promulgated under this part is guilty of a

misdemeanor. Unless another penalty is provided in this part, a person convicted of a misdemeanor under this
subsection is punishable by imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or
both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties relating to promotion of history and the preservation of the state's historical
resources to the department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.76117 Attaching, proceeding against, or confiscating equipment or apparatus;
procedure; disposition of proceeds.
Sec. 76117. (1) If a person who violates this part or a rule promulgated under this part uses a watercraft,

mechanical or other assistance, scuba gear, sonar equipment, a motor vehicle, or any other equipment or
apparatus during the course of committing the violation, the items so used may be attached, proceeded
against, and confiscated as prescribed in this part.

(2) To effect confiscation, the law enforcement or conservation officer seizing the property shall file a
verified complaint in the circuit court for the county in which the seizure was made or in the circuit court for
Ingham county. The complaint shall set forth the kind of property seized, the time and place of the seizure, the
reasons for the seizure, and a demand for the property's condemnation and confiscation. Upon the filing of the
complaint, an order shall be issued requiring the owner to show cause why the property should not be
confiscated. The substance of the complaint shall be stated in the order. The order to show cause shall fix the
time for service of the order and for the hearing on the proposed condemnation and confiscation.

(3) The order to show cause shall be served on the owner of the property as soon as possible, but not less
than 7 days before the complaint is to be heard. The court, for cause shown, may hear the complaint on
shorter notice. If the owner is not known or cannot be found, notice may be served in 1 or more of the
following ways:

(a) By posting a copy of the order in 3 public places for 3 consecutive weeks in the county in which the
seizure was made and by sending a copy of the order by certified mail to the last known business or
residential address of the owner. If the last addresses of the owner are not known, mailing a copy of the order
is not required.

(b) By publishing a copy of the order in a newspaper once each week for 3 consecutive weeks in the
county where the seizure was made and by sending a copy of the order by registered mail to the last known
residential address of the owner. If the last residential address of the owner is not known, mailing a copy of
the order is not required.

(c) In such a manner as the court directs.
(4) Upon hearing of the complaint, if the court determines that the property mentioned in the petition was

possessed, shipped, or used contrary to law, either by the owner or by a person lawfully in possession of the
property under an agreement with the owner, an order shall be made condemning and confiscating the
property and directing its sale or other disposal by the department. If the owner signs a property release, a
court proceeding is not necessary. At the hearing, if the court determines that the property was not possessed,
shipped, or used contrary to law, the court shall order the department to immediately return the property to its
owner.

(5) The department shall deposit the proceeds it receives under this section into the state treasury to the
credit of the underwater preserve fund created in section 76118.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties relating to promotion of history and the preservation of the state's historical
resources to the department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.76707 Mackinac Island state park commission; authorizing resolution; publication;
validity.
Sec. 76707. The commission may in its discretion cause any resolution authorizing the issuance of bonds

under this part to be published 1 time in a newspaper published in the county where the facilities are located
having a general circulation in that county. Any action or proceeding questioning the validity of the resolution
or any provision of the resolution or the validity of the bonds authorized by the resolution or the provisions of
any trust indenture in the resolution authorized to be executed for the security of the bonds, must be
commenced within 20 days from the publication of the resolution. After the expiration of the 20 days, no right
of action or defense founded upon the invalidity of the resolution or any of its provisions or of the trust
indenture, if any, or of the bonds, shall be asserted nor shall any court in this state have authority to inquire
into such matters.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.76708 Mackinac Island state park commission; acts; approval.
Sec. 76708. Except to the extent that the state constitution of 1963 may be construed to require the

approval of any act of the commission under this part, by the state administrative board, the commission may
carry out all powers and functions granted and imposed in it under this part without first obtaining the
approval of any other state department, board, bureau, agency, or official.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.76709 Construction of part.
Sec. 76709. If 1 or more provisions of this part are inconsistent with any other act, general or special, this

part is controlling.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 769
MACKINAC ISLAND STATE PARK RULES

324.76901 Mackinac Island state park commission; rules; care and preservation; violation;
fine.
Sec. 76901. (1) The Mackinac Island state park commission may promulgate and enforce reasonable rules

for the care and preservation of the Mackinac Island state park and other property under the control of the
Mackinac Island state park commission including, but not limited to, the Mill Creek site described in 1975 PA
285 and the site formerly occupied as a military post under the name of Fort Michilimackinac as described in
section 77701.

(2) The Mackinac Island state park commission may promulgate rules for the protection of the lands and
property under its control against wrongful use or occupancy to protect the lands and property from
depredations and to preserve the lands and property from molestation, spoilation, destruction, or any other
improper use or occupancy.

(3) A person who violates a rule promulgated by the Mackinac Island state park commission under this act
is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $500.00.
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Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission from department of natural resources and environment to department of
natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.77703 Repealed. 2001, Act 78, Eff. Aug. 6, 2001.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to enforcement of rules at Michilimackinac state park.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.77704 Michilimackinac state park; rules; jurisdiction of commission.
Sec. 77704. All rules promulgated by the Mackinac Island state park commission under this part, this act,

or any other act shall be effective within the whole territory covered by the park. The Mackinac Island state
park commission may promulgate and enforce rules relative to any part or portion of the park,
notwithstanding any contrary or inconsistent ordinance, regulation, or bylaw of the village of Mackinaw City.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission from department of natural resources and environment to department of
natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 779.
MILL CREEK

324.77901 Mill creek site; control and management.
Sec. 77901. The Mackinac Island state park commission shall have the control and management of the site

known as the Mill Creek site described in 1975 PA 285.
History: Add. 2001, Act 78, Eff. Aug. 6, 2001.

Compiler's note: For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission to department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26,
compiled at MCL 399.752.

For transfer of Mackinac Island state park commission from department of natural resources and environment to department of
natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBCHAPTER 4
THE MICHIGAN STATE WATERWAYS COMMISSION

GENERAL

PART 781
MICHIGAN STATE WATERWAYS COMMISSION

324.78101 Definitions.
Sec. 78101. As used in this part:
(a) "Commercial motor vehicle" means that term as defined in section 74101.
(b) "Commission" means the Michigan state waterways commission.
(c) "Department" means the department of natural resources.
(d) "Designated state-operated public boating access site" means a state-operated public boating access site

designated under section 78105(2).
(e) "Director" means the administrative director of the commission.
(f) "Diesel motor fuel" means any liquid fuel used in the operation of engines of the diesel type in motor

vehicles or watercraft.
(g) "Gasoline" means gasoline, casing head or natural gasoline, benzole, benzine, and naphtha. Gasoline

also means any liquid prepared, advertised, offered for sale, sold for use as, or used for, the generation of
power for the propulsion of motor vehicles or watercraft, including any product obtained by blending together
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the necessary expenses while traveling in performing any of their duties, shall be paid in the same manner as
the salaries and expenses of other state employees are paid.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78105 Powers and duties of department; designation of state-operated boating access
sites requiring passes; fees.
Sec. 78105. (1) The department has the following powers and duties:
(a) To acquire, construct, and maintain harbors, channels, and facilities for vessels in the navigable waters

lying within the boundaries of this state.
(b) To acquire, by purchase, lease, gift, or condemnation the lands, rights of way, and easements necessary

for harbors and channels. For the purposes of this subdivision, the department shall be considered a state
agency under 1911 PA 149, MCL 213.21 to 213.25.

(c) To acquire, by purchase, lease, gift, or condemnation suitable areas on shore for disposal of the material
from dredging.

(d) To enter into any contracts or agreements that may be necessary in carrying out this part, including
agreements to hold and save the United States free from damages due to the construction and maintenance by
the United States of those works that the United States undertakes.

(e) To provide for the granting of concessions within the boundaries of harbors, so as to furnish the public
gas, oil, food, and other facilities.

(f) To represent this state and the governor in dealings with the chief of engineers of the United States
army and his or her authorized agents for the purposes set forth in this part.

(g) To charge fees for both seasonal and daily moorage at state-operated small craft mooring facilities. All
revenues derived from this source shall be deposited in the waterways account.

(h) To collect the proceeds from the sale of marine fuel at harbors operated by the department. The
proceeds from the sales shall be credited to the waterways account and used for the purchase of marine fuel
supplies as may be needed. Any remaining revenue from this source not needed for the purchase of marine
fuel supplies may be expended in the same manner as other funds within the waterways account.

(2) The director shall designate state-operated public boating access sites that, subject to section 78119(4),
shall not be entered by a resident motor vehicle unless the recreation passport fee has been paid or by a
nonresident or commercial motor vehicle unless a pass purchased under subsection (3) is affixed to the motor
vehicle as described in section 78119.

(3) The department shall charge fees for passes authorizing seasonal or daily entry by nonresident motor
vehicles or commercial motor vehicles at designated state-operated public boating access sites. Fee revenue
under this subsection shall be deposited in the waterways account.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;¾Am. 2010, Act 34, Eff. Oct. 1, 2010
;¾Am. 2013, Act 81, Eff. May 1, 2014.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78106 Authority of local agencies and public colleges and universities to enter contracts
with department.
Sec. 78106. The local units of government of this state, within the jurisdiction of which are situated inland

waterways connected with or connecting the waters of the Great Lakes, or within which channels to nearby
inland lakes and streams may be constructed or opened for navigation and shelter of light draft vessels, may
by majority vote of their respective legislative bodies enter into contracts and agreements with the department
in carrying out the purposes of this part. In addition, the public colleges and universities of the state may enter
into contracts and agreements with the department in carrying out the purposes of this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2003, Act 19, Imd. Eff. June 18, 2003.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78107 Facilities in harbors and connecting waterways; use.
Sec. 78107. Facilities in harbors and connecting waterways established under this part shall be open to all
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324.78115 Public boating access sites grant program.
Sec. 78115. (1) The department shall establish a public boating access sites grant program. The grant

program shall provide funding with money in the waterways account to local units of government and public
colleges or universities for all or a portion of the cost of either or both of the following:

(a) The acquisition of land for the establishment of a public boating access site.
(b) The cost of developing a public boating access site.
(2) A grant under subsection (1)(a) may be used as the required match by a local unit of government or a

public college or university under part 19 or another state or federal program.
(3) A local unit of government or a public college or university receiving a grant under subsection (1)(b)

must agree to operate the public boating access site in accordance with the department's operational
requirements. The operational requirements shall be included within a grant agreement that is entered into by
the grant recipient and the department. The grant agreement may contain, but need not be limited to, 1 or
more of the following provisions as required by the department:

(a) Any net revenues accruing from the operation of the public boating access site shall be separately
accounted for and reserved in a restricted fund by the grantee for the future maintenance or expansion of the
public boating access site or, with the approval of the department, the construction of other recreational
boating facilities. Unless otherwise provided in the grant agreement or otherwise authorized in writing by the
department, if a fee is charged for the use of the public boating access site, the fee shall be the same as the fee
rates set by the department.

(b) Unless otherwise provided in the grant agreement or otherwise authorized in writing by the department,
the public boating access site and any facilities constructed for use in conjunction with the public boating
access site shall be reserved by the grantee exclusively for the use or rental, on a daily basis, of recreational
watercraft.

(c) Unless otherwise provided in the grant agreement or otherwise authorized in writing by the department,
commercial operations of any type shall not be permitted to regularly use the public boating access site or any
of the facilities constructed for use in conjunction with the public boating access site.

(d) The public boating access site and any facilities constructed for use in conjunction with that public
boating access site shall be open to the public at all times on equal and reasonable terms.

(4) A local unit of government or a public college or university that wishes to be considered for a grant
under this section shall submit an application to the department in a manner prescribed by the department and
containing the information required by the department.

History: Add. 1998, Act 210, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1998;¾Am. 2003, Act 19, Imd. Eff. June 18, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec.
23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Compiler's note: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78116 Rules.
Sec. 78116. The department may promulgate rules to implement this part.
History: Add. 1998, Act 210, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78117 Township ordinances regulating activities at public boating access site; scope.
Sec. 78117. A township may by ordinance regulate activities at a public boating access site owned by the

department and located on an inland lake or stream. However, the scope of the ordinance shall not exceed the
scope of applicable rules promulgated or orders issued by the department under section 504.

History: Add. 2006, Act 466, Imd. Eff. Dec. 20, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78119 Entry into state-operated boating access site; pass, tab, or sticker required;
recreation passport fee; exceptions; violation as civil infraction; fine; evidence.
Sec. 78119. (1) Subject to subsection (4), a person shall not enter, in a nonresident motor vehicle or

commercial motor vehicle, a state-operated public boating access site designated under section 78105(2)
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without a valid pass affixed to the lower right-hand corner of the windshield. A seasonal pass shall be affixed
permanently for the season.

(2) Subject to subsection (4), the operator of a resident motor vehicle shall not enter a state-operated public
boating access site designated under section 78105(2) with the resident motor vehicle unless the recreation
passport fee has been paid for that motor vehicle. Payment of the recreation passport fee authorizes entry into
all state parks and recreation areas and designated state-operated public boating access sites until expiration of
the motor vehicle registration.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), if the secretary of state issues registration tabs or stickers as described in
section 805 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.805, the operator of a resident motor
vehicle shall not enter a designated state-operated public boating access site with the resident motor vehicle
unless the resident motor vehicle has a registration tab or sticker marked as provided under that section to
show that the recreation passport fee has been paid.

(4) Subsections (1) to (3) do not apply under any of the following circumstances:
(a) If the motor vehicle is used in the operation or maintenance of the public boating access site, is an

emergency motor vehicle, is a state-owned or law enforcement motor vehicle, or is a private motor vehicle
being operated on official state business.

(b) If the motor vehicle is registered under section 803e(1) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300,
MCL 257.803e, and is exempt under section 803e(6) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.803e, from the registration tax, or if the motor vehicle is registered under section 217d or 803f of the
Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.217d and 257.803f.

(c) If and to the extent the department waives the requirements for department-sponsored events or other
circumstances as determined by the director or the director's designee.

(5) A person who violates subsection (1), (2), or (3) is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be
ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $100.00. A person shall not be cited for a violation of both
subsections (2) and (3) for the same incident.

(6) In any proceeding for the violation of this part or a rule promulgated under this part, if a motor vehicle
is found parked in a designated state-operated public boating access site, the registration plate displayed on
the motor vehicle constitutes prima facie evidence that the owner of the motor vehicle was the person who
parked or placed it at the location where it was found.

History: Add. 2010, Act 34, Eff. Oct. 1, 2010;¾Am. 2013, Act 81, Eff. May 1, 2014.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 783
FERRY DOCKS AT THE STRAITS OF MACKINAC

324.78301 Ferry docks at Straits of Mackinac; jurisdiction and control; transfer; description.
Sec. 78301. The jurisdiction and control of the following described lands is transferred from the state

transportation department to the department:
Mackinaw City Dock
Lots 1 to 6, both inclusive, of block 9 and Railroad avenue lying east of the east line of Huron avenue in

Wendell's addition to Mackinaw City, Cheboygan county, Michigan.
Oil Storage Area
All that part of the unplatted portion of government lot 1 of section 18, town 39 north, range 3 west, village

of Mackinaw City, Cheboygan county, Michigan, and water lots 55 and 56, block B of the plat of “Mackinaw
City” as recorded in the office of the register of deeds, Cheboygan county, Michigan, described as:

Beginning at a point on the southerly line of government lot 1 of said section 18 which is 93.7 feet easterly,
measured along said southerly lot line from its intersection with the former westerly line of Huron avenue
according to the recorded plat of the village of Mackinaw City, said point of beginning being the center line
of the existing pavement on Huron avenue; thence northeasterly along said center line at an angle of 103° 03'
15” with the southerly line of said government lot 1, a distance of 418.54 feet to the northerly line of water lot
55 extended westerly; thence easterly at an angle to the right of 77° 02' 25”, along said extension and the
northerly line of said water lot 55, a distance of 410 feet more or less to the water's edge of the Straits of
Mackinac; thence southerly along said water's edge, 408 feet more or less to the southerly line of government
lot 1 of said section 18; thence westerly along said southerly line of said government lot 1, a distance of 520
feet more or less, to the point of beginning; reserving an easement for highway purposes in, over and upon
that part of the above described property which lies westerly of a line 100 feet easterly of, measured at right
angles to, and parallel with the center line of the existing pavement on Huron avenue. Subject to the
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Popular name: NREPA

324.78502 Cheboygan lock and dam; leases; agreements.
Sec. 78502. The department may operate, control, maintain, and lease such property and may establish and

revise fees and hours of operation for the facility. The department may enter into agreements with any person
with respect to water rights, water levels, controls, lockage fees, and related matters.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78503 Revenues; disposition.
Sec. 78503. Revenues received by the department under this part shall be deposited in the state treasury to

the credit of the waterways account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in
section 2035.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.78504 Administration of part; advice by commission.
Sec. 78504. The Michigan state waterways commission created in part 781 shall advise the department on

the administration of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

HARBOR DEVELOPMENT

PART 791
HARBOR DEVELOPMENT

324.79101 Definitions.
Sec. 79101. As used in this part:
(a) “Commission” means the Michigan state waterways commission created in part 781.
(b) “Harbor” means a portion of a lake or other body of water either naturally or artificially protected in

order to be a place of safety for watercraft.
(c) “Harbor facilities” means the structures of a harbor constructed to protect the lake or body of water and

the facilities provided within the harbor and on shore for the mooring and servicing of watercraft and the
servicing of crews and passengers.

(d) “Marina” means a site which contains harbor facilities.
(e) “Nonrevenue-producing harbor facilities” means any portion of harbor facilities that would not

normally produce revenue and includes, but is not limited to, jetties, breakwaters, dredging, and shore
protection.

(f) “Revenue-producing harbor facilities” means any portion of harbor facilities that normally produce
revenue and includes, but is not limited to, watercraft slips, watercraft launching facilities, watercraft storage,
lodging, access roads, watercraft repair facilities, parking lots, mechanical haul-out devices, and facilities for
fuel, food, and other services.

(g) “Watercraft” means any contrivance used or designed for navigation on water, including, but not
limited to, any vessel, ship, boat, motor vessel, steam vessel, vessel operated by machinery, motorboat,
sailboat, barge, scow, tugboat, and rowboat.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79102 Providing assistance to certain persons.
Sec. 79102. The department may provide assistance to a person seeking to secure construction, operation,

and maintenance of recreational boat slips on the waters of this state as provided in this part.
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Sec. 79113. The department may establish minimum standards applicable to the construction and operation
of harbor facilities by a lessee including, but not limited to, restrooms and showers, the number of slips
available to transient and seasonal watercraft rentals, construction material, parking lots, engineering and
architectural plans and designs, watercraft launching facilities, and watercraft storage and repair facilities.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79114 Disposition of revenue from lease contracts.
Sec. 79114. All revenue from lease contracts entered into under this part shall be deposited in the state

treasury and credited to the waterways account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund
provided for in section 2035.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79115 Liability.
Sec. 79115. The department shall not be liable for loss of life or injury or damage to persons or property as

a result of the conditions on real property, waterways, or facilities on real property leased to persons by the
department under this part. However, this section shall not relieve lessees of any obligations they may
otherwise have to persons or to damages if they are found to have failed to meet their obligations properly.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79116 Rules.
Sec. 79116. The department shall promulgate rules as are necessary to implement this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79117 Administration of part; advice by department.
Sec. 79117. The Michigan state waterways commission created in part 781 shall advise the department on

the administration of this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79118 Discrimination prohibited.
Sec. 79118. A person shall not deny another individual the full and equal enjoyment of the goods, services,

facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations created under this part because of religion, race, color,
national origin, age, sex, or marital status.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

PART 793
HARBORS, CHANNELS, AND OTHER NAVIGATIONAL FACILITIES

324.79301 “Political subdivision” defined.
Sec. 79301. As used in this part, “political subdivision” means any local unit of government or port district

of this state and any other governmental agency or subdivision, public corporation, authority, or district in this
state, which is or may be authorized by law to acquire, establish, construct, maintain, improve, and operate
harbors, channels, and other navigational facilities. Whenever used in this part, the term political subdivision
includes any combination of political subdivisions acting jointly.
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applications. In reviewing grant applications, the department and the commission shall consider all of the
following:

(a) Whether the project proposed to be funded is authorized by this part.
(b) Whether the grant application submitted complies with this part.
(c) Whether the project is consistent with the waterfront redevelopment plan for the area in which the

project is located.
(d) Whether the project provides significant public access to the waterfront or provides recreational

opportunities for the public.
(e) Whether the project will significantly contribute to the local unit of government's economic and

community redevelopment or the revitalization of adjacent neighborhoods.
(f) Whether there is evidence of adverse economic and socioeconomic conditions within the waterfront

planning area.
(g) The viability of the waterfront redevelopment plan.
(h) Whether the project is innovative in comparison to other grant applications.
(i) The level of public and private commitment and other resources available for the project.
(j) The level of public and private commitment to other aspects of the waterfront redevelopment plan.
(k) How the project relates to a broader economic and community development plan for the local unit of

government as a whole.
(l) The level of demonstrated commitment from other governmental agencies.
(m) The level of public and private commitment to improving abandoned real property within the

waterfront planning area in which the project is located.
(n) Other criteria that the department and the commission consider relevant.
History: Add. 1998, Act 285, Eff. Dec. 1, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79506 Issuance of grants.
Sec. 79506. The department, with the approval of the commission, shall issue grants under this part for

projects that the department determines meet the requirements of this part and will contribute to the
revitalization of waterfronts throughout the state that are not being used in a manner that maximizes economic
and public value.

History: Add. 1998, Act 285, Eff. Dec. 1, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79507 Recovery of costs.
Sec. 79507. The department and the department of attorney general may recover costs expended pursuant

to section 79502(1)(a) and all other costs recoverable under part 201 from persons who are liable under part
201. Actions to recover costs shall proceed in the manner provided in part 201.

History: Add. 1998, Act 285, Eff. Dec. 1, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.79508 Administration of part.
Sec. 79508. Grants made under this part are subject to the applicable requirements of part 196. The

department shall administer this part in compliance with the applicable requirements of part 196, including
the reporting requirements to the legislature of the grants provided under this part.

History: Add. 1998, Act 285, Eff. Dec. 1, 1998.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

SUBCHAPTER 5
WATERCRAFT AND MARINE SAFETY

PART 801
MARINE SAFETY

324.80101 Definitions; A to C.
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(i) Another state.
(ii) A local unit of government in another state.
(iii) Canada or a province or territory of Canada.
(iv) A local unit of government in a province or territory of Canada.
(e) "Lifeboat" means a small boat designated and used solely for lifesaving purposes, and does not include

a dinghy, tender, speedboat, or other type of craft that is not carried aboard a vessel for lifesaving purposes.
(f) "Long-term incapacitating injury" means an injury that causes serious impairment of a body function.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 402, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80103 Definitions; M to O.
Sec. 80103. As used in this part:
(a) “Manufacturer” means a person engaged in any of the following:
(i) The manufacture, construction, or assembly of boats or associated equipment.
(ii) The manufacture or construction of components for boats and associated equipment to be sold for

subsequent assembly.
(iii) The importation of a boat or associated equipment into the state for sale.
(b) “Marine law” means this part, a local ordinance adopted in conformity with this part, or a rule

promulgated under this part.
(c) “Marine safety act” means former Act No. 303 of the Public Acts of 1967.
(d) “Marine safety program” means marine law enforcement, search and rescue operations, water safety

education, recovery of drowned bodies, and boat livery inspections.
(e) “Michigan vehicle code” means Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.1 to

257.923 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(f) “Motorboat” means a vessel propelled wholly or in part by machinery.
(g) “Operate” means to be in control of a vessel while the vessel is under way and is not secured in some

manner such as being docked or at anchor.
(h) “Operator” means the person who is in control or in charge of a vessel while that vessel is underway.
(i) “Owner” means a person who claims or is entitled to lawful possession of a vessel by virtue of that

person's legal title or equitable interest in a vessel.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80104 "Highly restricted personal information" defined; definitions; P to W.
Sec. 80104. As used in this part:
(a) "Highly restricted personal information" means an individual's photograph or image, social security

number, digitized signature, and medical and disability information.
(b) "Passenger" means a person carried on board, attached to, or towed by a vessel, other than the operator.
(c) "Peace officer" means any of the following:
(i) A sheriff.
(ii) A sheriff's deputy.
(iii) A deputy who is authorized by a sheriff to enforce this part and who has satisfactorily completed at

least 40 hours of law enforcement training, including training specific to this part.
(iv) A village or township marshal.
(v) An officer of the police department of any municipality.
(vi) An officer of the Michigan state police.
(vii) The director and conservation officers employed by the department.
(d) "Personal information" means information that identifies an individual, including an individual's driver

identification number, name, address not including zip code, and telephone number, but does not include
information on watercraft operation and equipment-related violations or civil infractions, operator or vehicle
registration status, accidents, or other behaviorally-related information.

(e) "Personal watercraft" means that term as defined in 40 CFR 1045.801.
(f) "Political subdivision" means any county, metropolitan authority, municipality, or combination of those
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(c) The operation of an airboat for a governmental purpose if the airboat is clearly marked and identified as
being used for a governmental purpose.

History: Add. 2008, Act 152, Imd. Eff. June 5, 2008.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 324.80108a, which pertained to operation of airboat within certain distance of residence, was
repealed by Act 547 of 2004, Eff. May 1, 2007.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80109 Rules; subsection (1) inapplicable to special local rules.
Sec. 80109. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the department shall promulgate rules authorized by

this part. The department shall publish the approved rules in a convenient form.
(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to special local rules adopted pursuant to sections 80110 and 80111.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80110 Special rules for vessels, water skis, water sleds, aquaplanes, surfboards, or
other similar contrivances; investigations and inquiries; preliminary report; notice of
public hearing; presentation of views by interested persons; determination by department;
proposal for local ordinance; appeal; "water body" defined.
Sec. 80110. (1) The department may initiate investigations and inquiries into the need for special rules for

the use of vessels, water skis, water sleds, aquaplanes, surfboards, or other similar contrivances on any of the
waters of this state to assure compatibility of uses and to protect public safety. If the department receives a
resolution pursuant to section 80112, the department shall initiate an investigation and inquiry under this
subsection.

(2) The department's investigation and inquiry under subsection (1) into whether special rules are needed
on a particular water body shall include a consideration of all of the following:

(a) Whether the activities subject to the proposed special rules pose any issues of safety to life or property.
(b) The profile of the water body, including local jurisdiction, size, geographic location, and amount of

vessel traffic.
(c) The current and historical depth of the water body, including whether there is an established lake level

for the water body.
(d) Whether any identifiable special problems or conditions exist on the water body for the activities

subject to the proposed special rules, such as rocks, pier heads, swimming areas, public access sites, shallow
waters, and submerged obstacles.

(e) Whether the proposed special rules would unreasonably interfere with normal navigational traffic.
(f) Whether user conflicts exist on the water body.
(g) Complaints received by local law enforcement agencies regarding activities on the water body.
(h) The status of any accidents that have occurred on the water body.
(i) Historical uses of the water body and potential future uses of the water body.
(j) Whether the water body is public or private.
(k) Whether existing law adequately regulates the activities subject to the proposed special rules.
(3) Following completion of the department's investigation and inquiry, the department shall prepare a

preliminary report that includes the department's evaluation of the items listed in subsection (2) and the
department's preliminary recommendation as to whether special rules are needed for the water body.

(4) Upon preparation of the preliminary report, the department shall provide a copy of the preliminary
report to the local political subdivision that has waters subject to its jurisdiction for which the proposed
special rules are being considered and shall schedule a public hearing in the vicinity of the water body to
gather public input on the preliminary report and the need for special rules. Notice of the public hearing shall
be made in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where the water body is located, not less than 10
calendar days before the hearing. At the public hearing, interested persons shall be afforded an opportunity to
present their views on the preliminary report and the need for special rules, either orally or in writing.

(5) Within 90 days following the public hearing under subsection (4), if the department determines that
there is a need for special rules for the water body, the department shall propose a local ordinance or
appropriate changes to a local ordinance. If the department determines that there is not a need for special
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rules, the department shall notify the political subdivision that has waters subject to its jurisdiction and shall
provide the specific reasons for its determination.

(6) A determination by the department that there is not a need for special rules for a water body may be
appealed to the commission by the political subdivision that has waters subject to its jurisdiction. The
commission shall make the final agency decision on the need for special rules for a water body.

(7) As used in this section, "water body" includes all or a portion of a water body.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 237, Imd. Eff. June 26, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80111 Proposed local ordinance; submission to governing body; approval or
disapproval; enactment; enforcement.
Sec. 80111. A local ordinance proposed pursuant to section 80110 shall be submitted to the governing

body of the political subdivision in which the water body subject to the proposed special rules is located.
Within 60 calendar days, the governing body shall inform the department that it approves or disapproves of
the proposed local ordinance. If the required information is not received within the time specified, the
department shall consider the proposed local ordinance disapproved by the governing body. If the governing
body disapproves the proposed local ordinance, or if the 60-day period has elapsed without a reply having
been received from the governing body, no further action shall be taken. If the governing body approves the
proposed local ordinance, the local ordinance shall be enacted identical in all respects to the local ordinance
proposed by the department. After the local ordinance is enacted, the local ordinance shall be enforced as
provided for in section 80113.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 237, Imd. Eff. June 26, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80112 Special local ordinances; request for assistance; form; receipt of resolution by
department.
Sec. 80112. Local political subdivisions that believe that special local ordinances of the type authorized by

this part are needed on waters subject to their jurisdiction shall inform the department and request assistance.
All such requests shall be in the form of an official resolution approved by a majority of the governing body
of the concerned political subdivision following a public hearing on the resolution. Upon receipt of a
resolution under this section, the department shall proceed as required by sections 80110 and 80111.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2006, Act 237, Imd. Eff. June 26, 2006.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80113 Enforcement of local ordinances; existing rules; enactment of statutory
provisions as ordinance.
Sec. 80113. (1) State, county, and local peace officers shall enforce local ordinances enacted in accordance

with this part.
(2) All rules establishing special local watercraft controls promulgated under former 1967 PA 303 before

March 17, 1986 shall remain in effect unless rescinded pursuant to sections 80108, 80110, 80111, and 80112.
(3) Local political subdivisions may enact as an ordinance any or all of sections 80101 to 80104, 80122 to

80124, 80126, 80140, 80141, 80144 to 80153, 80155, 80164, 80165, and 80166 to 80173.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2000, Act 215, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

Administrative rules: R 281.700.1 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

324.80114 Rules; violation; fine.
Sec. 80114. (1) The department may promulgate rules to establish performance or other safety standards

relating to boat construction or the installation, use, or carriage of associated equipment.
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coast guard is not required to display numbers under this part but shall display a decal indicating payment of
the fee prescribed in subsection (6), and shall otherwise be in compliance with this part. This subsection does
not apply to a nonpowered vessel 12 feet or less in length.

(15) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of number in an approved form and payment of the fee
required by this part, the secretary of state shall issue a decal that indicates that the vessel is numbered in
compliance with this part. The decal shall be color-coded and dated to identify the year of its expiration. The
department shall promulgate a rule or rules to establish the manner in which the decal is to be displayed. A
person who operates a vessel in violation of a rule promulgated to implement this subsection is responsible for
a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $500.00.

(16) A decal is valid for a 3-year period that begins on April 1 and expires on March 31 of the third year.
An original certificate of number may be issued up to 90 days before April 1. A numbering renewal decal or
other renewal device may be issued up to 90 days before the expiration of a certificate.

(17) Upon receipt of a request for renewal of a decal and payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (6),
the secretary of state shall issue to the applicant a decal as provided in subsection (15). A person who operates
a vessel for which no decal was issued as required under this section or for which a decal has expired is
responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $500.00.

(18) The numbering system adopted under this part shall be in accordance with the standard system of
numbering established by the secretary of the department in which the United States coast guard operates.

(19) An agency of this state, a political subdivision of this state, or a state supported college or university
of this state that owns a vessel that is required to be numbered under this part shall register that vessel and
upon payment of either of the following shall receive from the secretary of state a certificate of number for
that vessel:

(a) A fee of $3.00 for a vessel that is not used for recreational, commercial, or rental purposes.
(b) The fee required under subsection (6) for a vessel that is used for recreational, commercial, or rental

purposes.
(20) The secretary of state shall, upon receipt of payment of the fee required under subsection (19), issue a

certificate of number for each vessel subject to subsection (19).
(21) A vessel that is 30 years of age or older and not used other than in club activities, exhibitions, tours,

parades, and other similar activities is a historic vessel. The secretary of state shall make available to the
public application forms for certificates of number for historic vessels and, upon receipt of a completed
application form and fee, shall number a historic vessel as a historic vessel. The fee for the numbering of a
historic vessel is 1/3 of the otherwise applicable fee specified in subsection (6).

(22) The secretary of state shall refund to the owner of a vessel registered under this part all of the
registration fee paid for that vessel under this section if all of the following conditions are met during the
period for which the registration fee was paid:

(a) The owner transfers or assigns title or interest in the registered vessel before placing the decal issued
under subsection (15) on the vessel.

(b) The owner surrenders the unused decal to the secretary of state within 30 days after the date of transfer
or assignment.

(23) The secretary of state shall refund to the surviving spouse of a deceased vessel owner the registration
fee paid under this part, prorated on a monthly basis, upon receipt of the decal issued under subsection (15) or
evidence satisfactory to the secretary of state that the decal issued under subsection (15) has been destroyed or
voided.

(24) If the secretary of state computes a fee under this part that results in a figure other than a whole dollar
amount, the secretary of state shall round the figure to the nearest whole dollar.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2007, Act 8, Imd. Eff. May 11, 2007;¾Am. 2012, Act 28, Imd. Eff. Feb.
23, 2012;¾Am. 2012, Act 294, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1, 2012.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80124a Great Lakes protection specialty watercraft decal.
Sec. 80124a. (1) Subject to subsection (4), the secretary of state shall make available for purchase an

annual Great Lakes protection specialty watercraft decal. The Great Lakes protection specialty watercraft
decal shall be designed by the secretary of state and shall depict some aspect of the Great Lakes or of Great
Lakes water quality.

(2) The Great Lakes protection specialty watercraft decal shall be sold for $35.00. Revenues from the sale
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section 80124 if the transferred certificate of number would have remained valid for 1 year or less. The
registration fee for the certificate of number shall be 1/3 the fee provided in section 80124 if the transferred
certificate of number would have remained valid for more than 1 year but less than 2 years. An additional
registration fee shall not be assessed if the transferred registration would have remained valid for 2 or more
years. Unless the application is made and the fee paid within 15 days after acquisition of the vessel, the vessel
shall be considered to be without certificate of number and a person shall not operate the vessel until a
certificate is issued. Upon receipt of the application and appropriate fees, the secretary of state shall transfer
the certificate of number issued for the vessel to the new owner. The certificate of number shall be valid for a
3-year period.

(6) If a certificate of number is lost, mutilated, or illegible, the owner of the vessel shall obtain a duplicate
of the certificate upon application and payment of a fee of $2.00.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80126 Dealer certificates of number and dealer decals.
Sec. 80126. (1) A dealer shall apply for and obtain from the secretary of state dealer certificates of number

and dealer decals for each vessel of the dealer that is tested, demonstrated, or otherwise operated. Upon
receipt of an application in a form approved by the secretary of state and payment of $30.00 for each set of
dealer certificates of number and dealer decals, the secretary of state shall issue to the applicant the dealer
certificates of number and dealer decals. A single dealer certificate of number and dealer decal issued
pursuant to this section may be used on only 1 vessel at a time.

(2) The operator of a vessel governed by this section shall do each of the following:
(a) Maintain the dealer certificate of number on board the vessel.
(b) Upon demand of a peace officer, display the dealer certificate of number.
(c) Permanently or temporarily display the identifying number and dealer decal on the vessel in accordance

with rules promulgated by the department under this part.
(3) A person shall not operate a vessel numbered under this section unless the dealer is on board the vessel

or the operator has the written authorization of the dealer to operate the vessel. A person shall not use a vessel
numbered under this section for commercial purposes that include the rental of the vessel or the carrying of
passengers for hire on the vessel.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80127 Payment of fee by credit card or check.
Sec. 80127. The secretary of state may accept payment by a credit card or check in lieu of cash of a fee

required under this part. The secretary of state shall determine which major credit cards may be utilized,
provided, however, that the fee received shall not be less than 100% of the applicable fee.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80128 Secretary of state; certificate of number.
Sec. 80128. The secretary of state may award any certificate of number directly or may authorize any

person to act as his or her agent for the awarding of a certificate of number.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80129 Maintenance of records; availability to the public.
Sec. 80129. Records maintained under this part, other than those declared to be confidential by law or

which are restricted by law from disclosure to the public, shall be available to the public pursuant to
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necessary expenses. If the secretary of state sells a list of information under this subsection to a member of the
state legislature, the secretary of state shall charge the same fee as the fee for the sale of information under
subsection (2) unless the list of information is requested by the member of the legislature to carry out a
legislative function. The secretary of state may require the requesting agency to furnish 1 or more blank
computer tapes, cartridges, or other electronic media, and may require the agency to execute a written
memorandum of agreement as a condition of obtaining a list of information under this subsection.

(2) The secretary of state may contract for the sale of lists of records maintained under this part in bulk, in
addition to those lists distributed at cost or at no cost under this section, for purposes defined in section
80130a(3). The secretary of state shall require each purchaser of information in bulk to execute a written
purchase contract. The secretary of state shall fix a market-based price for the sale of lists of bulk information,
which may include personal information. The proceeds from each sale shall be used by the secretary of state
to defray the costs of list preparation and for other necessary or related expenses.

(3) The secretary of state or any other state agency shall not sell or furnish any list of information under
subsection (2) for the purpose of surveys, marketing, and solicitations. The secretary of state shall ensure that
personal information disclosed in bulk will be used, rented, or sold solely for uses permitted under this part.

(4) The secretary of state may insert any safeguard the secretary considers reasonable or necessary,
including a bond requirement, in a memorandum of agreement or purchase contract executed under this
section, to ensure that the information furnished or sold is used only for a permissible use and that the rights
of individuals and of the secretary of state are protected.

(5) An authorized recipient of personal information disclosed under this section who resells or rediscloses
the information for any of the permissible purposes described in section 80130a(3) shall do both of the
following:

(a) Make and keep for a period of not less than 5 years records identifying each person who received
personal information from the authorized recipient and the permitted purpose for which it was obtained.

(b) Allow a representative of the secretary of state, upon request, to inspect and copy records identifying
each person who received personal information from the authorized recipient and the permitted purpose for
which it was obtained.

(6) The secretary of state shall not disclose a list based on watercraft operation or sanctions to a
nongovernmental agency, including an individual.

History: Add. 1997, Act 102, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997;¾Am. 2000, Act 194, Eff. Jan. 1, 2001.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80130d Prohibited conduct; violations as felony; penalties.
Sec. 80130d. (1) A person who makes a false representation or false certification to obtain personal

information under this part, or who uses personal information for a purpose other than a permissible purpose
identified in section 80130a or 80130c, is guilty of a felony.

(2) A person who is convicted of a second violation of this section is guilty of a felony punishable by
imprisonment for not less than 2 years or more than 7 years, or by a fine of not less than $1,500.00 or more
than $7,000.00, or both.

(3) A person who is convicted of a third or subsequent violation of this section is guilty of a felony
punishable by imprisonment for not less than 5 years or more than 15 years, or by a fine of not less than
$5,000.00 or more than $15,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 1997, Act 102, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80130f Abandonment of vessel prohibited; presumption; violation; civil infraction;
"abandoned vessel" defined; determination that vessel not stolen; duties of police agency;
notice of abandoned vessel; duties of secretary of state; request for hearing by owner to
contest abandonment; redemption of vessel; abandonment of vessel on private property
without owner consent; offer of vessel for public sale.
Sec. 80130f. (1) A person shall not abandon a vessel in this state. It is presumed that the last titled owner

or, if there is no titled owner, the last registered owner of the vessel is responsible for abandoning the vessel
unless the person provides a record of the transfer of the vessel to another person. For the purposes of this
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(b) Enter the information described in subdivision (a) on a website maintained by the secretary of state for
public use in locating vessels that are taken into custody under this section as abandoned. The secretary of
state shall maintain the data on the website for 1 year or until the vessel is disposed of under this part,
whichever occurs first.

(6) To contest whether the vessel is abandoned or, unless the towing fees and daily storage fees are
established by contract with the local governmental unit or police agency and comply with section 80130m,
the reasonableness of the towing fees and daily storage fees, the owner shall request a hearing. A request for a
hearing shall be made by filing a petition with the court specified in the notice under subsection (5) within 20
days after the date of the notice under subsection (5). If the owner requests a hearing, the matter shall be
resolved after a hearing conducted under section 80130j. An owner who requests a hearing may redeem the
vessel by posting a towing and storage bond with or paying a fee to the court. The bond or fee shall be equal
to $40.00 plus the accrued towing and storage fees.

(7) If the owner does not request a hearing under subsection (6), he or she may redeem the vessel by
paying a fee of $40.00 and the accrued towing and storage fees to the custodian of the vessel. The custodian
of the vessel shall forward $25.00 of the fee to the secretary of state within 30 days after receipt, in a manner
prescribed by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall deposit the $25.00 into the abandoned vessel,
ORV, and snowmobile fund created in section 80130l.

(8) If the owner does not redeem the vessel or request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice
under subsection (5)(a), the secured party may redeem the vessel by paying a $40.00 fee plus the accrued
charges to the custodian of the vessel. The custodian of the vessel shall forward $25.00 of the fee to the
secretary of state within 30 days after receipt, in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state. The secretary
of state shall deposit that portion of the fee into the abandoned vessel, ORV, and snowmobile fund created in
section 80130l.

(9) If a vessel is on private property without the consent of the property owner, the owner of the private
property may have the vessel taken into custody as an abandoned vessel by contacting a local towing agency.
A local towing agency is a towing agency whose storage lot is located within 15 miles from the border of the
local unit of government having jurisdiction over the abandoned vessel.

(10) Before removing the vessel from private property, the towing agency contacted under subsection (9)
shall provide reasonable notice by telephone, or otherwise, to a police agency having jurisdiction over the
vessel that the vessel is being removed. The police agency shall determine if the vessel has been reported
stolen, and if the vessel has not been reported stolen, comply with subsection (4)(b). Verification by the police
agency of compliance with this section is not necessary and is not a predicate to entering the vessel in the law
enforcement information network. Subsections (5) to (8) apply to a vessel removed from private property.

(11) Not less than 20 days after a determination that the vessel is abandoned in a hearing under subsection
(6) or, if a hearing is not requested, not less than 20 days after the date of the notice, the following shall offer
the vessel for sale at a public sale under section 80130k:

(a) The police agency, if the abandoned vessel is found on public property.
(b) The custodian of the vessel, if the vessel is found on private property.
(12) If the ownership of a vessel that is considered abandoned under this section cannot be determined

either because of the condition of the vessel identification numbers or because a check with the records of the
secretary of state as described in section 80310 does not reveal ownership, the police agency may sell the
vessel at public sale as provided in section 80130k not less than 30 days after public notice of the sale has
been published.

History: Add. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80130g Definitions; unregistered abandoned scrap vessel; custody; duties of police
agency; release of vessel to towing service; certificate of scrapping; retention of records;
abandonment of vessel on private property; notice of abandoned vessel; request for
hearing by owner to contest abandonment; redemption of vessel.
Sec. 80130g. (1) As used in this section:
(a) "Registered abandoned scrap vessel" means a vessel that meets all of the following requirements:
(i) Is 7 or more years old.
(ii) Is apparently inoperable or is damaged, to the extent that the cost of repairing the vessel to make it

operational and safe would exceed the fair market value of that vessel.
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(d) The name and address of the police agency that had the vessel taken into custody, if applicable.
(e) The name and business address of the custodian of the vessel.
(f) The procedure to redeem the vessel.
(g) The name of the court that has jurisdiction of the case.
(h) The procedure to contest whether the vessel is abandoned or the reasonableness of the towing fees and

daily storage fees.
(i) A form that the owner may file in person or by mail with the specified court that requests a hearing on

the custody of the vessel.
(j) A warning that if the vessel is not redeemed or a hearing requested within 20 days after the date of the

notice, the vessel may be sold and all rights of the owner and the secured party to the vessel or the proceeds of
the sale terminated.

(9) To contest designation of the registered vessel as an abandoned scrap vessel or, unless the towing fees
and daily storage fees are established by contract with the local governmental unit or police agency and
comply with section 80130m, the reasonableness of the towing fees and daily storage fees the registered
owner shall request a hearing. A request for a hearing shall be made by filing a petition with the court
specified in the notice under subsection (8) within 20 days after the date of the notice. If the owner requests a
hearing, the matter shall be resolved after a hearing conducted under section 80130j. An owner who requests a
hearing may redeem the vessel by posting a towing and storage bond with or paying a fee to the court. The
bond or fee shall equal $40.00 plus the accrued towing and storage fees.

(10) If the owner does not request a hearing under subsection (9), he or she may redeem the vessel by
paying a fee of $40.00 plus the accrued charges to the custodian of the vessel. Within 30 days after receipt of
a fee under this subsection, the custodian shall forward $25.00 of the fee to the secretary of state in a manner
prescribed by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall deposit the fee into the abandoned vessel,
ORV, and snowmobile fund created in section 80130l.

(11) If the owner does not redeem the vessel or request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice
under subsection (8), the secured party may redeem the vessel by paying a fee of $40.00 plus the accrued
charges to the custodian of the vessel. Within 30 days after the receipt of the fee under this subsection, the
custodian shall forward $25.00 of the fee to the secretary of state in a manner prescribed by the secretary of
state. The secretary of state shall deposit the fee into the abandoned vessel, ORV, and snowmobile fund
created in section 80130l.

(12) Not less than 20 days after a determination that the vessel is abandoned in a hearing described in
subsection (9) or, if a hearing is not requested, not less than 20 days after the date of the notice under
subsection (8), the police agency or the agency's designee, scrap metal processor or landfill operator, and
secretary of state shall follow the procedures established in subsections (3) to (6).

History: Add. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80130h Determination that vessel not stolen; immediate removal from public or private
property; arrival of owner before towing or removal; entering vessel in law enforcement
information network as abandoned; release of vessel to owner; authorization required;
notice.
Sec. 80130h. (1) After determining under subsection (3) that a vessel has not been reported stolen, a police

agency or a governmental agency designated by the police agency may provide for the immediate removal of
a vessel from public or private property to a place of safekeeping at the expense of the last titled owner or, if
there is no titled owner, the last registered owner of the vessel in any of the following circumstances:

(a) The vessel is in such a condition that the operation of the vessel would constitute an immediate hazard
to the public.

(b) The vessel is parked or standing upon a highway, road, or street in a manner that creates an immediate
public hazard or an obstruction of traffic.

(c) The vessel is parked in a posted tow-away zone.
(d) There is reasonable cause to believe that the vessel or any part of the vessel is stolen.
(e) The vessel must be seized to preserve evidence of a crime or because there is reasonable cause to

believe that the vessel was used in the commission of a crime.
(f) Removal is necessary in the interest of public safety because of fire, flood, storm, snow, natural or

man-made disaster, or other emergency.

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 1246 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



a general circulation within the county in which the vessel was abandoned or on a publicly accessible website
maintained by the secretary of state. The public notice shall give a description of the vessel for sale and shall
state the time, date, and location of the sale.

(2) The money received from the public sale of the vessel shall be applied in the following order of
priority:

(a) Accrued towing and storage charges. If the money received from the public sale does not satisfy the
accrued towing, storage, and disposal fees, the towing company may collect the balance of those unpaid fees
from the last titled owner or, if there is no titled owner, the last registered owner, subject to section
80130m(2) and (3).

(b) Expenses incurred by the police agency or the custodian of the vessel, for disposition as described in
section 80130j(3)(a).

(c) Payment of the $40.00 in fees under section 80130j(3)(a).
(d) Sent to the department of treasury's unclaimed property division to be disbursed as follows:
(i) To the secured party, if any, in the amount of the debt outstanding on the vessel.
(ii) Remainder to the owner. A reasonable attempt shall be made to mail the remainder to the last titled

owner or, if there is no titled owner, the last registered owner. If delivery of the remainder cannot be
accomplished, the remainder shall become the property of the local unit of government whose police agency
entered the vessel in the law enforcement information network.

(3) If there are no bidders on the vessel, the police agency or the custodian of the vessel may do 1 of the
following:

(a) Turn the vessel over to the towing firm or the custodian of the vessel to satisfy charges against the
vessel by completing the release form under section 80130g. However, if the value of the vessel does not
satisfy the accrued towing, storage, and disposal fees, the custodian of the vessel may collect the balance of
those unpaid fees from the last titled owner or, if there is no titled owner, the last registered owner, subject to
section 80130m.

(b) Obtain title to the vessel for the police agency or the unit of government the police agency represents,
by doing both of the following:

(i) Paying the towing and storage charges.
(ii) Applying for title to the vessel.
(c) Holding another public sale under subsection (1).
(4) Upon disposition of the vessel, the police agency or towing agency or custodian shall provide the

secretary of state and the police agency, if that police agency did not conduct the sale, with the vessel's
disposition and the name of the agency that disposed of it and the police agency shall cancel the entry in the
law enforcement information network under section 80130f or 80130h, if applicable.

(5) If by 25 days after the date of notice required under section 80130f the police agency has not provided
a copy of the bill of sale by the police agency for the abandoned vessel to the towing agency or custodian or
police agency's designee, the towing agency or custodian or police agency designee may obtain an original of
the bill of sale by submitting an application to the secretary of state in a form as determined by the secretary
of state.

History: Add. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

324.80130l Abandoned vessel, ORV, and snowmobile fund.
Sec. 80130l. (1) The abandoned vessel, ORV, and snowmobile fund is created within the state treasury.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The

state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and
other earnings from fund investments.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the
general fund.

(4) The department of state shall be the administrator of the fund for auditing purposes.
(5) The department of state shall expend money from the fund, upon appropriation, to administer sections

80130f to 80130p, 81151, and 82161 and other provisions of this act relating to abandoned vessels, ORVs and
snowmobiles.

History: Add. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80130m Towing or storage fees.
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History: Add. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80131 Violation of part or ordinance; record of charge or citation; forwarding abstracts
or report to secretary of state; statement; certification; noncompliance; public inspection;
basis for issuing order; transmitting and entering order of reversal; modifying
requirements.
Sec. 80131. (1) Each municipal judge and each clerk of a court of record shall keep a full record of every

case in which a person is charged with or cited for a violation of this part or of a local ordinance
corresponding to this part regulating the operation of vessels.

(2) Within 14 days after a conviction, forfeiture of bail, entry of a civil infraction determination, or default
judgment upon a charge of, or citation for, violating this part or a local ordinance corresponding to this part
regulating the operation of vessels, except as provided in subsection (11), the municipal judge or clerk of the
court of record shall prepare and immediately forward to the secretary of state an abstract of the record of the
court for the case. The abstract shall be certified to be true and correct by signature, stamp, or facsimile
signature by the person required to prepare the abstract. If a city or village department, bureau, or person is
authorized to accept a payment of money as a settlement for a violation of a local ordinance corresponding to
this part, the city or village department, bureau, or person shall send a full report of each case in which a
person pays any amount of money to the city or village department, bureau, or person to the secretary of state
upon a form prescribed by the secretary of state.

(3) The abstract or report required under this section shall be made upon a form furnished by the secretary
of state and shall include all of the following:

(a) The name, address, and date of birth of the person charged or cited.
(b) The date and nature of the violation.
(c) The type of vessel operated at the time of the violation.
(d) The date of the conviction, finding, forfeiture, judgment, or determination.
(e) Whether bail was forfeited.
(f) Any order issued by the court pursuant to this part.
(g) Other information considered necessary to the secretary of state.
(4) As used in subsections (5) to (7), “felony in which a vessel was used” means a felony during the

commission of which the person operated a vessel and while operating the vessel presented real or potential
harm to persons or property and 1 or more of the following circumstances existed:

(a) The vessel was used as an instrument of the felony.
(b) The vessel was used to transport a victim of the felony.
(c) The vessel was used to flee the scene of the felony.
(d) The vessel was necessary for the commission of the felony.
(5) If a person is charged with a felony in which a vessel was used, the prosecuting attorney shall include

the following statement on the complaint and information filed in district or circuit court:
“You are charged with the commission of a felony in which a vessel was used. If you are convicted and the

judge finds that the conviction is for a felony in which a vessel was used, as defined in section 80131 of the
natural resources and environmental protection act, the secretary of state will order you not to operate a vessel
on the waters of this state.”.

(6) If a child is accused of an act the nature of which constitutes a felony in which a vessel was used, the
prosecuting attorney or juvenile court shall include the following statement on the petition filed in the probate
court:

“You are accused of an act the nature of which constitutes a felony in which a vessel was used. If the
accusation is found to be true and the judge or referee finds that the nature of the act constitutes a felony in
which a vessel was used, as defined in section 80131 of the natural resources and environmental protection
act, the secretary of state will order you not to operate a vessel on the waters of this state.”.

(7) If the judge or juvenile court referee determines as part of the sentence or disposition that the felony for
which the defendant was convicted or adjudicated and with respect to which notice was given pursuant to
subsection (5) or (6) is a felony in which a vessel was used, the clerk of the court shall forward an abstract of
the court record of that conviction or adjudication to the secretary of state.

(8) Every person required to forward abstracts to the secretary of state under this section shall certify for
the period from January 1 through June 30 and for the period from July 1 through December 31 that all
abstracts required to be forwarded during the period have been forwarded. The certification shall be filed with
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the secretary of state not later than 28 days after the end of the period covered by the certification. The
certification shall be made upon a form furnished by the secretary of state and shall include all of the
following:

(a) The name and title of the person required to forward abstracts.
(b) The court for which the certification is filed.
(c) The time period covered by the certification.
(d) The following statement:
“I certify that all abstracts required by section 80131 of the natural resources and environmental protection

act for the period __________ through __________ have been forwarded to the secretary of state.”.
(e) Other information the secretary of state considers necessary.
(f) The signature of the person required to forward abstracts.
(9) The failure, refusal, or neglect of a person to comply with this section constitutes misconduct in office

and is grounds for removal from office.
(10) Except as provided in subsection (11), the secretary of state shall keep all abstracts received under this

section at the secretary of state's main office, and the abstracts shall be open for public inspection during the
office's usual business hours. The secretary of state shall enter each abstract upon the boating record of the
person to whom it pertains and shall record the information in a manner that makes the information available
to peace officers through the law enforcement information network.

(11) The court shall not submit, and the secretary of state shall discard and not enter on the boating record,
an abstract for a conviction or civil infraction determination for a violation of this part that could not be the
basis for the secretary of state's issuance of an order not to operate a vessel on the waters of this state. The
secretary of state shall discard and not enter on the boating record an abstract for a bond forfeiture that
occurred outside this state.

(12) The secretary of state shall inform the court of the violations of this part that are used by the secretary
of state as the basis for issuance of an order not to operate a vessel on the waters of this state.

(13) If a conviction or civil infraction determination is reversed upon appeal, the court shall transmit a
copy of the order of reversal to the secretary of state, and the secretary of state shall enter the order in the
proper book or index in connection with the record of the conviction or civil infraction determination.

(14) The secretary of state may permit a city or village department, bureau, person, or court to modify the
requirement as to the time and manner of reporting a conviction, civil infraction determination, or settlement
to the secretary of state if the modification will increase the economy and efficiency of collecting and utilizing
the records. If the permitted abstract of court record reporting a conviction, civil infraction determination, or
settlement originates as a part of the written notice to appear, authorized in section 80168, the form of the
written notice and report shall be as prescribed by the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80132 Applicability of MCL 324.80134 and 324.80135; applicability of section.
Sec. 80132. (1) Sections 80134 and 80135 apply to a vessel operated on waters subject to the jurisdiction

of this state when the vessel is either of the following:
(a) Operated by its operator for recreational purposes.
(b) Required to be numbered in this state.
(2) This section does not apply to a vessel required to have a certificate of inspection under chapter I of

title 46 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80133 Casualty involving vessel; assistance to injured persons.
Sec. 80133. (1) The operator of a vessel involved in a collision, accident, or other casualty, and the

operator of any other vessel, to the extent that he or she can do so without serious danger to his or her own
vessel, crew, and passengers, shall render reasonable assistance to a person affected by the collision, accident,
or other casualty, including the transporting of the injured person to a physician or surgeon for medical or
surgical treatment, if it is apparent that treatment is necessary or when requested by the injured person.
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of this part and do not prevent the execution of a warrant for the arrest of the person as in other cases of
misdemeanors when it may be necessary.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80171 Violation of part or rules; penalties.
Sec. 80171. Unless otherwise specified under this part, a violation of this part or rules promulgated under

this part is a misdemeanor. A political subdivision having adopted a local ordinance in conformity with this
part may provide that any violation of the ordinance is a misdemeanor. Any person convicted of reckless
operation of a vessel as defined in section 80147, or of operating a motorboat while under the influence of
alcoholic liquor or narcotic drugs, or with any amount of a controlled substance listed in schedule 1 under
section 7212 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7212, or a rule promulgated under that
section, or of a controlled substance described in section 7214(a)(iv) of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333.7214, in his or her body, in addition to any other penalty, may be refused by the court having
jurisdiction of the violation the right of operating any motorboat on any of the waters of this state for a period
of not more than 2 years.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 402, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80172 Negligent crippling or death; penalty.
Sec. 80172. A person who, by the operation of any vessel at an immoderate rate of speed or in a careless,

reckless, or negligent manner, but not willfully or wantonly, injures so as to cripple or cause the death of
another is guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be imprisoned for not more than 2 years, or fined not more than
$2,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80173 Felonious operation of watercraft; penalty.
Sec. 80173. A person who operates any vessel carelessly and heedlessly in willful and wanton disregard of

the rights or safety of others, or without due caution and circumspection and at a speed or in a manner so as to
endanger or be likely to endanger any person or property and thereby injures so as to cripple any person, but
not causing death, is guilty of the offense of felonious operation, and shall be imprisoned for not more than 2
years, or fined not more than $2,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80174 Negligent homicide included in charge of manslaughter.
Sec. 80174. The crime of negligent homicide is included within every crime of manslaughter charged to

have been committed in the operation of any vessel, and where a defendant is charged with manslaughter
committed in the operation of any vessel, if the jury finds the defendant not guilty of the crime of
manslaughter, the jury may render a verdict of negligent homicide.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80175 Nonresidents; secretary of state as attorney for service of summons; service;
procedure; sufficiency; death; appointment of secretary of state as attorney; abatement of
actions; costs; applicability to all courts.
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MCL 333.7214.
(2) The owner of a motorboat or a person in charge or in control of a motorboat shall not authorize or

knowingly permit the motorboat to be operated on the waters of this state by a person if any of the following
apply:

(a) The person is under the influence of alcoholic liquor or a controlled substance, or both.
(b) The person has a blood alcohol content of 0.08 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210

liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.
(c) The person's ability to operate the motorboat is visibly impaired due to the consumption of alcoholic

liquor, a controlled substance, or a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance.
(3) A person shall not operate a motorboat on the waters of this state when, due to the consumption of an

alcoholic liquor or a controlled substance, or both, the person's ability to operate the motorboat is visibly
impaired. If a person is charged with violating subsection (1), a finding of guilty under this subsection may be
rendered.

(4) A person who operates a motorboat on the waters of this state in violation of subsection (1) or (3) and
by the operation of that motorboat causes the death of another person is guilty of a felony, punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 15 years, or a fine of not less than $2,500.00 or more than $10,000.00, or
both.

(5) A person who operates a motorboat on the waters of this state in violation of subsection (1) or (3) and
by the operation of that motorboat causes a serious impairment of a body function of another person is guilty
of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years, or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 or
more than $5,000.00, or both. As used in this subsection, "serious impairment of a body function" means that
term as defined in section 58c of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.58c.

(6) A person who is less than 21 years of age, whether licensed or not, shall not operate a motorboat on the
waters of this state if the person has any bodily alcohol content. As used in this subsection, "any bodily
alcohol content" means either of the following:

(a) An alcohol content of 0.02 grams or more but less than 0.08 grams per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210
liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.

(b) Any presence of alcohol within a person's body resulting from the consumption of alcoholic liquor,
other than consumption of alcoholic liquor as a part of a generally recognized religious service or ceremony.

(7) A person, whether licensed or not, is subject to the following requirements:
(a) He or she shall not operate a motorboat in violation of subsection (1), (3), (4), or (5) while another

person who is less than 16 years of age is occupying the motorboat.
(b) He or she shall not operate a motorboat in violation of subsection (6) while another person who is less

than 16 years of age is occupying the motorboat.
(8) As used in this section, "operate" means to be in control of a vessel propelled wholly or in part by

machinery while the vessel is underway and is not docked, at anchor, idle, or otherwise secured.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 174, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1996;¾Am. 2001, Act 12, Eff. July 1,

2001;¾Am. 2014, Act 402, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80177 Violation of MCL 324.80176(1) and 324.80176(2); sanctions; costs.
Sec. 80177. (1) If a person is convicted of violating section 80176(1), the following apply:
(a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (b) and (c), the person is guilty of a misdemeanor and

shall be punished by 1 or more of the following:
(i) Community service for not more than 45 days.
(ii) Imprisonment for not more than 93 days.
(iii) A fine of not less than $100.00 or more than $500.00.
(b) If the violation occurs within 7 years of a prior conviction, the person shall be sentenced to both a fine

of not less than $200.00 or more than $1,000.00 and either of the following:
(i) Community service for not less than 10 days or more than 90 days, and may be imprisoned for not more

than 1 year.
(ii) Imprisonment for not less than 48 consecutive hours or more than 1 year, and may be sentenced to

community service for not more than 90 days.
(c) If the violation occurs after 2 or more prior convictions regardless of the number of years that have

elapsed since any prior conviction, the person is guilty of a felony and shall be sentenced to imprisonment for
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(iii) Imprisonment for not more than 93 days.
(2) In addition to imposing the sanctions prescribed under this section, the court may order the person to

pay the costs of the prosecution under the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 760.1 to 777.69.
(3) A person sentenced to perform community service under this section shall not receive compensation

and shall reimburse the state or appropriate local unit of government for the cost of supervision incurred by
the state or local unit of government as a result of the person's activities in that service.

History: Add. 2014, Act 402, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80178b Violation of MCL 324.80176(7)(a) or 324.80176(7)(b); sanctions; costs.
Sec. 80178b. (1) A person who violates section 80176(7)(a) is guilty of a crime punishable as follows:
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a person who violates section 80176(7)(a) is guilty of a

misdemeanor and shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $200.00 or more than $1,000.00 and to 1 or
more of the following:

(i) Imprisonment for not less than 5 days or more than 1 year. Not less than 48 hours of this imprisonment
shall be served consecutively. This term of imprisonment shall not be suspended.

(ii) Community service for not less than 30 days or more than 90 days.
(b) If the violation occurs within 7 years of a prior conviction or after 2 or more prior convictions,

regardless of the number of years that have elapsed since any prior conviction, a person who violates section
80176(7)(a) is guilty of a felony and shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $500.00 or more than
$5,000.00 and to either of the following:

(i) Imprisonment under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections for not less than 1 year or more
than 5 years.

(ii) Probation with imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days or more than 1 year and
community service for not less than 60 days or more than 180 days. Not less than 48 hours of this
imprisonment shall be served consecutively. This term of imprisonment shall not be suspended.

(2) A person who violates section 80176(7)(b) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as follows:
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a person who violates section 80176(7)(b) may be sentenced to 1

or more of the following:
(i) Community service for not more than 60 days.
(ii) A fine of not more than $500.00.
(iii) Imprisonment for not more than 93 days.
(b) If the violation occurs within 7 years of a prior conviction or after 2 or more prior convictions,

regardless of the number of years that have elapsed since any prior conviction, a person who violates section
80176(7)(b) shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $200.00 or more than $1,000.00 and to 1 or more
of the following:

(i) Imprisonment for not less than 5 days or more than 1 year. Not less than 48 hours of this imprisonment
shall be served consecutively. This term of imprisonment shall not be suspended.

(ii) Community service for not less than 30 days or more than 90 days.
(3) In addition to imposing the sanctions prescribed under this section, the court may order the person to

pay the costs of the prosecution under the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 760.1 to 777.69.
(4) A person sentenced to perform community service under this section shall not receive compensation

and shall reimburse the state or appropriate local unit of government for the cost of supervision incurred by
the state or local unit of government as a result of the person's activities in that service.

History: Add. 2014, Act 402, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80179 Enhanced sentencing based on prior convictions; conditions; attempted violation
of MCL 324.80176(1), MCL 324.80176(3), or local ordinance.
Sec. 80179. (1) If the prosecuting attorney intends to seek an enhanced sentence under section 80177 or

80178 based upon the defendant having 1 or more prior convictions, the prosecuting attorney shall include on
the complaint and information filed in district court, circuit court, recorder's court, municipal court, or probate
court a statement listing the defendant's prior convictions.
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state. A person shall not knowingly permit a vessel owned by the person to be operated on the waters of this
state by a person who is subject to such an order. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable as follows:

(a) By imprisonment for not more than 90 days or by a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.
(b) For a second or subsequent violation punishable under this subsection, by imprisonment for not more

than 1 year or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or both.
(2) Upon receiving a record of the conviction of a person upon a charge of unlawful operation of a vessel

while the person is subject to an order not to operate a vessel on the waters of this state, the secretary of state
shall immediately extend the length of the order for an additional like period. If the secretary of state receives
records of more than 1 conviction resulting from the same incident, all of the convictions shall be treated as a
single violation for purposes of extending the length of an order under this subsection.

(3) Before a person is arraigned before a judge or district court magistrate on a charge of violating this
section, the arresting officer shall obtain the boating record of the person from the secretary of state and shall
furnish the record to the court. The boating record of the person may be obtained from the secretary of state's
computer information network.

(4) This section does not apply to a person who operates a vessel solely for the purpose of protecting
human life or property, if the life or property is endangered and the summoning or giving of prompt aid is
essential.

(5) If a person is convicted of violating subsection (1), the court shall order confiscation of the vessel's
certificate of number and cancellation of the vessel's registration numbers, unless the vessel was stolen or
permission to use the vessel was not knowingly given. The secretary of state shall not assign a registration
number to or issue a certificate of number for a vessel whose number is canceled and certificate confiscated
until after the expiration of 90 days after the cancellation or confiscation, whichever is later.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80197 Impoundment of vessel; order; execution; liability for expenses; rights of
conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, or lessor of vessel.
Sec. 80197. (1) When a person is convicted under section 80196(1), the vessel, if it is owned in whole or in

part by that person, shall be ordered impounded for not less than 30 or more than 120 days from the date of
judgment. An order of impoundment issued pursuant to this subsection is valid throughout the state. Any
peace officer may execute the impoundment order. The order shall include the implied consent of the owner
of the vessel to the storage for insurance coverage purposes.

(2) The owner of a vessel impounded pursuant to this section is liable for expenses incurred in the removal
and storage of the vessel whether or not the vessel is returned to him or her. The vessel shall be returned to the
owner only if the owner pays the expenses for removal and storage. If redemption is not made or the vessel is
not returned as provided in this section within 30 days after the time set in the impoundment order for return
of the vessel, the vessel shall be considered abandoned.

(3) Nothing in this section affects the rights of a conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, or lessor of a vessel
registered in the name of another person as owner who becomes subject to this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80197a Conviction based on plea of nolo contendere.
Sec. 80197a. A conviction based on a plea of nolo contendere shall be treated in the same manner as a

conviction based on a plea of guilty or a finding of guilt for all purposes under this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Marine Safety Act

Popular name: NREPA

324.80198 Administrative order processing fee; disposition and allocation.
Sec. 80198. Whether with or without an expiration date, an order not to operate a vessel on the waters of
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(p) “Political subdivision” means a county, metropolitan authority, municipality, or combination of those
entities in this state.

(q) “Slow--no wake speed” means the use of a vessel at a very slow speed so that the resulting wake or
wash is minimal.

(r) “Use” means operate, navigate, or employ.
(s) “Vessel” means every description of watercraft used or capable of being used as a means of

transportation on water.
(t) “Waters of this state” means any waters within the territorial limits of this state, and includes those

waters of the Great Lakes that are under the jurisdiction of this state.
History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Compiler's note: In subdivision (e)(i), the word “straight” should evidently read “strait.”

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80202 Scope.
Sec. 80202. (1) This part applies to personal watercraft and associated equipment used on the waters of this

state.
(2) Except where expressly indicated otherwise, this part does not apply to a personal watercraft that is all

of the following:
(a) Owned by a state or political subdivision of a state other than this state and its political subdivisions.
(b) Used principally for governmental purposes.
(c) Clearly marked and identifiable as personal watercraft that is used principally for governmental

purposes.
History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80203 Administration of part.
Sec. 80203. Except as otherwise provided in this part, the department is responsible for the administration

of this part.
History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80204 Rules.
Sec. 80204. The department shall promulgate rules authorized by this part under the administrative

procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. The department shall publish the approved
rules in a convenient form.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80205 Operation of personal watercraft; requirements; violation; fine; exception.
Sec. 80205. (1) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state unless each

person riding on or being towed behind the personal watercraft is wearing a type I, type II, or type III personal
flotation device as described in R 281.1234 of the Michigan Administrative Code.

(2) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state unless each person on board
the personal watercraft is wearing a personal flotation device that is not inflatable.

(3) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state if a child who is under 7
years of age is on board or being towed behind the personal watercraft unless the child is in the company of
his or her parent or guardian or a designee of the parent or guardian.

(4) While operating a personal watercraft equipped by the manufacturer with a lanyard-type engine cutoff
switch on the waters of this state, a person shall have the lanyard attached to his or her person, clothing, or
personal flotation device as is appropriate for the personal watercraft.

(5) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state during the period that begins
at sunset and ends at 8 a.m. As used in this subsection, "sunset" means that time as determined by the
National Weather Service.

(6) A person operating a personal watercraft on the waters of this state shall not cross within 150 feet
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behind another vessel, other than a personal watercraft, unless the person is operating the personal watercraft
at slow—no wake speed. A person who violates this subsection is responsible for a state civil infraction and
may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $500.00.

(7) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state where the water depth is less
than 2 feet, as determined by vertical measurement, unless 1 or both of the following circumstances exist:

(a) The personal watercraft is being operated at slow—no wake speed.
(b) The personal watercraft is being docked or launched.
(8) A person who violates subsection (7) is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to

pay a civil fine of not more than $500.00.
(9) A person shall operate a personal watercraft in a reasonable and prudent manner. A maneuver that

unreasonably or unnecessarily endangers life, limb, or property, including, but not limited to, all of the
following, constitutes reckless operation of a personal watercraft under section 80208:

(a) Weaving through congested vessel traffic.
(b) Jumping the wake of another vessel unreasonably or unnecessarily close to the other vessel or when

visibility around the other vessel is obstructed.
(c) Waiting until the last possible moment before swerving to avoid a collision.
(10) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state carrying more persons than

the personal watercraft is designed to carry.
(11) A violation of subsection (10) is prima facie evidence of reckless operation of a watercraft under

section 80208.
(12) A person operating a personal watercraft in excess of the speeds established under part 801 is guilty of

reckless operation of a personal watercraft under section 80208.
(13) This section does not apply to a performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a person preparing

to participate or participating in a regatta, race, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition held in compliance
with section 80164 under a permit issued by the department and at the time and place specified in the permit.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000;¾Am. 2004, Act 27, Imd. Eff. Mar. 16, 2004;¾Am. 2007, Act 8, Imd. Eff.
May 11, 2007;¾Am. 2008, Act 178, Eff. Mar. 31, 2009;¾Am. 2012, Act 61, Eff. Nov. 1, 2012;¾Am. 2018, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 25,
2018.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80206 Operation of personal watercraft; prohibition; violation as civil infraction; fine.
Sec. 80206. (1) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft on the waters of this state outside of a

channel or in an area where aquatic rooted vegetation is visible above the surface of the water in the deltaic
wetlands of a lake that is greater than 32 square miles and less than 144 square miles in area.

(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is responsible for a state civil infraction punishable by a fine of
$25.00.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80207 Liability of personal watercraft owner; negligence; presumption of consent.
Sec. 80207. The owner of a personal watercraft is liable for any injury occasioned by the negligent

operation of the personal watercraft, whether the negligence consists of a violation of the statutes of this state,
or in the failure to observe the ordinary care in the operation that the rules of the common law require. The
owner is not liable unless the personal watercraft is being used with his or her expressed or implied consent. It
shall be rebuttably presumed that the personal watercraft is being operated with the knowledge and consent of
the owner if it is driven at the time of the injury by his or her son, daughter, spouse, father, mother, brother,
sister, or other immediate member of the owner's family.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80208 Reckless operation of personal watercraft; violation; penalty; impoundment;
storage cost.
Sec. 80208. (1) If a person carelessly and heedlessly operates a personal watercraft upon the waters of this

state in disregard of the rights or safety of others, without due caution and circumspection, or at a rate of
speed or in a manner that endangers or is likely to endanger a person or property, that person is guilty of
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certificates by any of the following:
(a) The department or another state agency.
(b) A law enforcement agency of this state or of a political subdivision of this state.
History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80212 Boating safety certificate; issuance; use of LEIN.
Sec. 80212. (1) The department shall issue a boating safety certificate to each individual who successfully

completes a boating safety course as described in section 80211 and passes an examination prescribed by the
department.

(2) The department shall consider the number of examinations that are administered under this section
when calculating the state aid to counties under section 80117.

(3) The department shall not issue a boating safety certificate to an individual unless the individual has
successfully completed a boating safety course and passed an examination as described in subsection (1). A
boating safety certificate issued under this section is valid, unless revoked, for the life of the person who
earned the certificate.

(4) The department of natural resources shall develop and, in conjunction with the department of state
police, implement a process using the L.E.I.N., or any other appropriate system that limits access to law
enforcement, to allow law enforcement agencies of this state to verify that an individual has obtained a
boating safety certificate.

(5) As used in this section, "L.E.I.N." means the law enforcement information network regulated under the
C.J.I.S. policy council act, 1974 PA 163, MCL 28.211 to 28.215.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000;¾Am. 2012, Act 120, Eff. Nov. 1, 2012;¾Am. 2018, Act 400, Eff. Mar. 19,
2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80213 Boating safety certificate; electronic copy; consent to search; liability; display.
Sec. 80213. (1) An individual who is required to complete a boating safety course under this part and who

operates a personal watercraft on the waters of this state shall display his or her boating safety certificate or, at
the individual's option, an electronic copy, in a format approved by the department, of the boating safety
certificate upon the demand of a peace officer who identifies himself or herself as a peace officer. Not later
than March 31, 2019, the department shall approve 1 or more formats for an individual to display an
electronic copy of his or her boating safety certificate.

(2) A peace officer shall not stop a personal watercraft solely for the purpose of determining whether the
operator has in his or her possession either of the following:

(a) A boating safety certificate.
(b) An electronic copy of a boating safety certificate in a format approved by the department.
(3) An individual who, under subsection (1), displays an electronic copy of his or her boating safety

certificate using an electronic device is not presumed to have consented to a search of the electronic device.
This state, an employee of this state, a peace officer, or an entity employing the peace officer is not liable for
damage to or loss of an electronic device that occurs as a result of the peace officer's viewing an electronic
copy of a boating safety certificate under subsection (1), regardless of whether the peace officer was in
possession of the electronic device at the time the damage or loss occurred.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000;¾Am. 2018, Act 402, Eff. Mar. 19, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.80214 Modification or suspension of boating safety certificate requirements.
Sec. 80214. The director may by written authorization modify or suspend the boating safety certificate

requirements under this part if the modification or suspension of those certificate requirements is for
individuals engaged in a marine event authorized by the director or for which the director receives a copy of a
United States coast guard authorization.

History: Add. 2000, Act 229, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Watercraft Title Act

324.80310 Certificate of title; uniform method of numbering; indexes; destruction by
secretary of state; furnishing information to law enforcement and conservation officers.
Sec. 80310. (1) The secretary of state shall prescribe a uniform method of numbering certificates of title,

and shall maintain in his or her office indexes for the certificates of title.
(2) The secretary of state may destroy a certificate of title or supporting evidence of a certificate of title

covering a watercraft which was on file for 10 years after the date of its filing.
(3) The secretary of state shall furnish information on a title without charge to authorized law enforcement

and conservation officers when engaged in official duties.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1997, Act 102, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Watercraft Title Act

324.80311 Fee for processing application for certificate of title or duplicate; additional fee;
check or draft not paid on first presentation as delinquent fee; liability; notice or demand;
suspension of certificate; penalty.
Sec. 80311. (1) The secretary of state shall charge a fee of $5.00 for the processing of an application for a

certificate of title or a duplicate certificate of title. The secretary of state shall charge an additional fee of
$5.00 for the processing of an application on an expedited basis.

(2) If a check or draft in payment of a fee payable to the secretary of state under this section is not paid on
its first presentation, the fee is delinquent as of the date the check or draft was tendered. The person tendering
the check or draft remains liable for the payment of each fee and any penalty.

(3) The secretary of state may suspend a certificate of title if the secretary of state determines that a fee
prescribed in this section has not been paid and remains unpaid after reasonable notice or demand.

(4) If a fee is still delinquent 15 days after the secretary of state gives notice to a person who tendered the
check or draft, a $5.00 penalty shall be assessed and collected in addition to the fee.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Watercraft Title Act

324.80312 Certificate of title for watercraft; issuance; compliance; transfer of ownership;
requirements; petition for watercraft not owned; proof of ownership and right of
possession; statement of lien.
Sec. 80312. (1) The secretary of state may issue a certificate of title for a watercraft to a person who

complies with subsection (2) or (3) if the transfer of ownership of that watercraft is any of the following:
(a) By operation of law including, but not limited to, inheritance, devise, bequest, order in bankruptcy,

insolvency, replevin, or execution of sale.
(b) By sale to satisfy a storage or repair charge.
(c) By repossession upon default in performance of the terms of a security agreement.
(d) As provided in subsection (3).
(2) A person applying for a certificate of title under this section shall do all of the following:
(a) Surrender to the secretary of state either a valid certificate of title or the manufacturer's or importer's

certificate for the watercraft or, if surrender of a certificate for that watercraft is not possible, present proof
satisfactory to the secretary of state of the applicant's ownership of and right of possession to the watercraft.

(b) Pay the fee prescribed in section 80311.
(c) Present to the secretary of state an application for certificate of title.
(3) A person may petition the secretary of state for a certificate or certificates of title for 1 or more

registered watercraft that the person does not own, if each of the following circumstances exists:
(a) The record owner of the registered watercraft dies without leaving other property that requires the

procurement of letters under the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.1101 to
700.8102.

(b) The total value of the deceased owner's interest in all watercraft subject to the petition for a certificate
or certificates of title under this section is $100,000.00 or less.
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farm act, 1981 PA 93, MCL 286.472.
(h) "Forest road" means a hard surfaced road, gravel or dirt road, or other route capable of travel by a

2-wheel drive, 4-wheel conventional vehicle designed for road use. Forest road does not include a street,
county road, or highway.

(i) "Forest trail" means a designated path or way that is not a route.
(j) "Highway" means a state trunk line highway or a segment of a state trunk line highway.
(k) "Highly restricted personal information" means an individual's photograph or image, social security

number, digitized signature, and medical and disability information.
(l) "Late model ORV" means an ORV manufactured in the current model year or the 5 model years

immediately preceding the current model year.
(m) "Law of another state" means a law or ordinance enacted by any of the following:
(i) Another state.
(ii) A local unit of government in another state.
(iii) Canada or a province or territory of Canada.
(iv) A local unit of government in a province or territory of Canada.
(n) "Local unit of government" means a county, township, or municipality.
(o) "Maintained portion" means the roadway and any shoulder of a street, county road, or highway.
(p) "Manufacturer" means a person, partnership, corporation, or association engaged in the production and

manufacture of ORVs as a regular business.
(q) "Municipality" means a city or village.
(r) "Off-road vehicle account" means the off-road vehicle account of the Michigan conservation and

recreation legacy fund established in section 2015.
(s) "Operate" means to ride in or on, and be in actual physical control of, the operation of an ORV.
(t) "Operator" means an individual who operates or is in actual physical control of the operation of an

ORV.
(u) "ORV" or, unless the context implies a different meaning, "vehicle" means a motor-driven off-road

recreation vehicle capable of cross-country travel without benefit of a road or trail, on or immediately over
land, snow, ice, marsh, swampland, or other natural terrain. A multitrack or multiwheel drive vehicle, a
motorcycle or related 2-wheel vehicle, a vehicle with 3 or more wheels, an amphibious machine, a ground
effect air cushion vehicle, or other means of transportation may be an ORV. An ATV is an ORV. ORV or
vehicle does not include a registered snowmobile, a farm vehicle being used for farming, a vehicle used for
military, fire, emergency, or law enforcement purposes, a vehicle owned and operated by a utility company or
an oil or gas company when performing maintenance on its facilities or on property over which it has an
easement, a construction or logging vehicle used in performance of its common function, or a registered
aircraft.

(v) "ORV safety certificate" means an ORV safety certificate issued under section 81130 or, except as used
in section 81130, a comparable safety certificate issued under the authority of another state or province of
Canada.

(w) "Owner" means any of the following:
(i) A vendee or lessee of an ORV that is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease of the

ORV, with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in the agreement, and with an
immediate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee.

(ii) A person renting an ORV, or having the exclusive use of an ORV, for more than 30 days.
(iii) A person who holds legal ownership of an ORV.
(x) "Person with a disability" means an individual who has 1 or more of the following physical

characteristics:
(i) Blindness.
(ii) Inability, during some time of the year, to ambulate more than 200 feet without having to stop and rest.
(iii) Loss of use of 1 or both legs or feet.
(iv) Inability to ambulate without the prolonged use of a wheelchair, walker, crutches, braces, or other

device required to aid mobility.
(v) A lung disease from which the individual's expiratory volume for 1 second, when measured by

spirometry, is less than 1 liter, or from which the individual's arterial oxygen tension is less than 60 mm/hg of
room air at rest.

(vi) A cardiovascular disease that causes the individual to measure between 3 and 4 on the New York heart
classification scale, or that results in a marked limitation of physical activity by causing fatigue, palpitation,
dyspnea, or anginal pain.

(vii) Other diagnosed disease or disorder including, but not limited to, severe arthritis or a neurological or
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ORV was previously titled under the code, it is not eligible for titling under this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2018, Act 519, Eff. Mar. 29, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81104 Application for title to ORV under code.
Sec. 81104. The owner of an ORV that has been and is titled under this part may apply for and, if

otherwise eligible, receive a title to the ORV under the code. If the owner applies for a title under the code,
any certificate of title issued under this part shall at that time be surrendered to the department of state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2018, Act 519, Eff. Mar. 29, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81105 ORV; sale or assignment of ownership; purchase or acquisition; requirements;
exception if subject to a security interest.
Sec. 81105. (1) Subject to subsection (2), after an ORV has been titled under this part, both of the

following apply:
(a) The owner, except as provided in section 81104, shall not sell or otherwise assign ownership in the

ORV without delivering to the transferee a certificate of title showing assignment of the ORV in the
transferee's name.

(b) A person shall not purchase or otherwise acquire an ORV without obtaining a certificate of title to it in
the person's name pursuant to either this part or the code.

(2) As provided under section 81109(5), the department of state is not required to issue a certificate of title
to the owner of an ORV if the title is subject to a security interest.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2018, Act 519, Eff. Mar. 29, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81106 ORV exempt from MCL 257.1101 to 257.1133 and MCL 500.3101 to 500.3179.
Sec. 81106. An ORV is exempt from the motor vehicle accident claims act, Act No. 198 of the Public Acts

of 1965, being sections 257.1101 to 257.1133 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and from sections 3101 to
3179 of the insurance code of 1956, Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, being sections 500.3101 to
500.3179 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81107 Manufacturer's certificate of origin.
Sec. 81107. (1) A person shall not sell or otherwise transfer an ORV to a dealer, to be used by the dealer

for purposes of display and resale, without delivering to the dealer a manufacturer's certificate of origin
executed in accordance with this section. A dealer shall not purchase or otherwise acquire a new ORV
without obtaining a manufacturer's certificate of origin.

(2) A manufacturer's certificate of origin shall contain the following information:
(a) A description of the ORV, including year, make, model or series, and vehicle identification number.
(b) Certification of the date of the transfer of the ORV to the dealer.
(c) The dealer's name and address.
(d) Certification that this transaction is the first transfer of the new ORV in ordinary commerce.
(e) The transferor's signature and address.
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a security interest, the department of state is not required to issue a certificate of title to the owner of the ORV
or a lienholder if it maintains a record of title electronically. After all security interests have been terminated,
or for purposes of retitling the ORV in another state or any other purpose considered appropriate by the
department of state, the department of state may issue a paper copy of the ORV title to the ORV owner.

(6) An ORV sale transaction in which a security interest is entered by electronic means shall include a
document recording entry of the electronic security interest and information regarding the financial institution
that holds the security interest. When a secured party is presented with payment in satisfaction of the security
interest, a secured receipt in a form approved by the department of state may be produced and submitted to
the department of state in lieu of the certificate of title for purposes of transferring ownership in the ORV.

(7) Beginning January 1, 1992, a person who violates this section is responsible for a state civil infraction
and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $100.00.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 175, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1996;¾Am. 2018, Act 519, Eff. Mar.
29, 2019.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81110 Fee for processing application for ORV certificate of title.
Sec. 81110. (1) The department of state shall charge a fee of $11.00 for processing an application for an

ORV certificate of title or a duplicate ORV certificate of title. The department of state shall charge an
additional fee of $5.00 for processing an application on an expedited basis.

(2) If a check or draft in payment of a required fee is not paid on its first presentation, the fee is delinquent
as of the date the check or draft was tendered. The person tendering the check or draft remains liable for the
payment of each fee and any penalty.

(3) The department of state may suspend an ORV certificate of title if the department of state determines
that a fee prescribed in this section has not been paid and remains unpaid after reasonable notice or demand.

(4) If a fee is still delinquent 15 days after the department of state has given notice to a person who
tendered the check or draft, a $10.00 penalty shall be assessed and collected in addition to the fee.

(5) The revenue collected from the fees imposed under this section shall be used to support the
administrative costs of the secretary of state required by this section. Annual revenue collected in excess of
these administrative costs shall be credited to the off-road vehicle account. Amounts appropriated for
administrative costs but unexpended shall be credited to the off-road vehicle account.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81111 Refusal to issue ORV certificate of title; grounds; issuance and delivery; requiring
certification of ownership.
Sec. 81111. (1) The department of state may refuse to issue an original or duplicate ORV certificate of title

under the circumstances provided in section 81109(5) or if any of the following occur:
(a) The applicant fails to furnish all required information or reasonable additional information requested by

the department of state.
(b) The required fee has not been paid.
(c) The applicant is not entitled to an ORV certificate of title under this part.
(d) The ORV is titled under the code.
(e) The application contains a false or fraudulent statement.
(f) The department of state has reasonable grounds to believe that the ORV was stolen or embezzled.
(2) Subject to subsection (1), if satisfied that the applicant is the owner of the ORV and is otherwise

entitled to an ORV certificate of title, the department of state shall issue an ORV certificate of title in the
applicant's name. The certificate shall be mailed or otherwise delivered to the owner of the ORV or to another
person specified by the owner in a separate instrument, in a form prescribed by the department of state.
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Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81117 Off-road vehicle account.
Sec. 81117. (1) Money in the off-road vehicle account shall be used only for the following:
(a) Signage for and improvement, maintenance, and construction of ORV trails, routes, or areas.
(b) The administration and enforcement of this part.
(c) The leasing of land.
(d) The acquisition of easements, permits, or other agreements for the use of land for ORV trails, routes, or

areas.
(e) The restoration of any of the natural resources of this state on public land that are damaged due to ORV

use in conjunction with the plan required by section 81123.
(f) One dollar of the revenue from each fee collected under section 81116 shall be used for the purposes of

sections 81129 and 81130.
(2) All revenue from each fee collected under section 81116 shall be deposited in the off-road vehicle

account.
(3) All funds allocated under this part shall be for projects that are open to the public.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2003, Act 111, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23,

2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81118 Repealed. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to creation of safety education fund.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81119 Distribution of revenue in form of grants.
Sec. 81119. (1) Not less than 50% of the money in the off-road vehicle account shall be distributed each

year in the form of grants for the purpose of planning, improving, constructing, signing, and maintaining
ORV trails, areas, and routes and access to those trails, areas, and routes, the leasing of land, the acquisition of
easements, permits, or other agreements for the use of land for ORV trails, areas, and routes, to public
agencies and nonprofit incorporated clubs and organizations.

(2) An application by a public agency or a nonprofit incorporated club or organization shall include a plan
for restoration of any of the natural resources of this state on public land that are damaged due to ORV use.
The public agencies or nonprofit incorporated clubs or organizations shall indicate on their application that
their use of grant money is consistent with, and meets the requirements of, the plan developed by the
department pursuant to section 81123, and the trail, route, or area is available to the public. The department
shall not approve a grant unless the application meets the requirements of the plan. The department shall
make application forms available and consider grant requests on a yearly basis.

(3) A grant shall not be made for a trail, route, or area unless the trail, route, or area is available for ORV
use and is approved by the department. A grant for the cost of leasing of land and the acquisition of
easements, permits, or other agreements may equal 100% of incurred expense. Specifications shall be
prescribed by the department.

(4) Not less than 31-1/4% of the money in the off-road vehicle account shall be used each year for
enforcement of this part or the purchase of any necessary equipment used for enforcement of this part. Of the
amount available for enforcement, the department shall make available 24% of the funds for distribution in
the form of grants by the department to the county sheriffs' departments. The balance of the funds available
shall be used by the department for the enforcement of this part or for the purchase of any necessary
equipment used for the enforcement of this part. In making grants available for distribution under this
subsection, the department shall consider the following factors:
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injury to, or death of, 1 person in any 1 accident, and $40,000.00 because of bodily injury to, or death of, 2 or
more persons in any 1 accident, and $10,000.00 because of injury to, or destruction of, property of others in
any 1 accident, or alternatively, the dealer shall demand and be shown proof that the person renting, leasing,
or being furnished a vehicle carries a liability policy of at least the type and coverage as specified above.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81122 Prohibited operation of unregistered ORV; permit not required; operator as prima
facie negligent.
Sec. 81122. (1) A person shall not operate an ORV that is not registered under the code upon a street,

county road, or highway, except as provided in section 81131 or under the following conditions and
circumstances:

(a) The operator of a vehicle may cross a street, county road, or highway, other than a limited access
highway, at right angles, for the purpose of getting from 1 area to another, if the operation can be done in
safety. The operator shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop before proceeding across a street, county road,
or highway, and shall yield the right-of-way to oncoming traffic.

(b) A vehicle may be operated on a street, county road, or highway for a special event of limited duration
and conducted according to a prearranged schedule only under permit from the governmental unit having
jurisdiction. Subject to subsection (2), a special event involving ORVs may be conducted on the frozen
surface of public waters only under permit from the department.

(c) A farmer, employee of a farmer, or family member of a farmer who is at least 16 years of age may
operate an ORV on a street, county road, or highway while traveling to or from the farmer's residence or work
location or field during the course of farming operations. An ORV shall not be operated pursuant to this
subdivision during the period of 30 minutes before sunset to 30 minutes after sunrise or when visibility is
substantially reduced due to weather conditions. The individual shall operate the ORV in the same manner
and on the same portion of the street, county road, or highway as required under section 81131(9). The state
transportation department and all of its employees are immune from tort liability for injury or damages
sustained by any person arising in any way by reason of the operation or use of an ORV for the limited
purposes allowed under this subdivision. An operator of an ORV under this subdivision shall have attached to
the ORV a flag made of reflective material. The flag shall extend not less than 8 feet from the surface of the
street, county road, or highway and not less than 4 feet above the top of the ORV. The flag shall be not less
than 12 inches high by 18 inches long and not measure less than 100 square inches.

(2) The department shall not require a permit under this part merely for organized group recreational ORV
riding on department lands, or for an ORV event on the frozen surface of public waters, if conducted in
compliance with applicable statutes, rules, and orders. Within 90 days after the effective date of the
amendatory act from the 2013-2014 legislative session that added this subsection, the department shall
develop and establish, in consultation with representatives of the Michigan snowmobile and trails advisory
committee and other interested parties, policy criteria for determining circumstances under which notice to the
department or a permit is required for ORV events on department lands.

(3) In a court action in this state if competent evidence demonstrates that a vehicle that is permitted to
operate on a highway pursuant to the code is in a collision on a roadway with an ORV that is not registered
under the code, the operator of the ORV involved in the collision shall be considered prima facie negligent.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2013, Act 119, Imd. Eff. Sept. 25, 2013.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81123 Comprehensive plan for management of ORV use of certain areas, routes, and
trails; revision; approval; designation of ORV trails and areas for nonconflicting recreation
trail use; designated scramble area; maps of trails.
Sec. 81123. (1) The department shall, by October 1, 1991, develop a comprehensive plan for the

management of ORV use of areas, routes, and trails maintained by or under the jurisdiction of the department
or a local unit of government pursuant to section 81131. The plan shall, as a minimum, set forth the following
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department may permit an owner and guests of the owner to use an ORV within the boundaries of a state
forest in order to access the owner's property.

(e) On the frozen surface of public waters within 100 feet of an individual not in or upon a vehicle, or
within 100 feet of a fishing shanty or shelter or an area that is cleared of snow for skating purposes, except at
the minimum speed required to maintain controlled forward movement of the vehicle, or as may be authorized
by permit in special events.

(f) Unless the vehicle is equipped with a spark arrester type United States Forest Service approved muffler,
in good working order and in constant operation. Exhaust noise emission shall not exceed 86 Db(A) or 82
Db(A) on a vehicle manufactured after January 1, 1986, when the vehicle is under full throttle, traveling in
second gear, and measured 50 feet at right angles from the vehicle path with a sound level meter that meets
the requirement of ANSI S1.4 1983, using procedure and ancillary equipment therein described; or 99 Db(A)
or 94 Db(A) on a vehicle manufactured after January 1, 1986, or that level comparable to the current sound
level as provided for by the United States Environmental Protection Agency when tested according to the
provisions of the current SAE J1287, June 86 test procedure for exhaust levels of stationary motorcycles,
using sound level meters and ancillary equipment therein described. A vehicle subject to this part,
manufactured or assembled after December 31, 1972 and used, sold, or offered for sale in this state, shall
conform to the noise emission levels established by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under
the noise control act of 1972, 42 USC 4901 to 4918.

(g) Within 100 feet of a dwelling at a speed greater than the minimum required to maintain controlled
forward movement of the vehicle, except under any of the following circumstances:

(i) On property owned by or under the operator's control or on which the operator is an invited guest.
(ii) On a forest road or forest trail if the forest road or forest trail is maintained by or under the jurisdiction

of the department.
(iii) On a street, county road, or highway on which ORV use is authorized under section 81131(2), (3), (5),

or (6).
(h) In or upon the lands of another without the written consent of the owner, the owner's agent, or a lessee,

when required by part 731. The operator of the vehicle is liable for damage to private property caused by
operation of the vehicle, including, but not limited to, damage to trees, shrubs, or growing crops, injury to
other living creatures, or erosive or other ecological damage. The owner of the private property may recover
from the individual responsible nominal damages of not less than the amount of damage or injury. Failure to
post private property or fence or otherwise enclose in a manner to exclude intruders or of the private property
owner or other authorized person to personally communicate against trespass does not imply consent to ORV
use.

(i) In an area on which public hunting is permitted during the regular November firearm deer season, from
7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., except as follows:

(i) During an emergency.
(ii) For law enforcement purposes.
(iii) To go to and from a permanent residence or a hunting camp otherwise inaccessible by a conventional

wheeled vehicle.
(iv) To remove legally harvested deer, bear, or elk from public land. An individual shall operate an ORV

under this subparagraph at a speed not exceeding 5 miles per hour, using the most direct route that complies
with subdivision (n).

(v) To conduct necessary work functions involving land and timber survey, communication and
transmission line patrol, or timber harvest operations.

(vi) On property owned or under control of the operator or on which the operator is an invited guest.
(vii) While operating a vehicle registered under the code on a private road capable of sustaining automobile

traffic or a street, county road, or highway.
(viii) If the individual holds a valid permit to hunt from a standing vehicle issued under part 401 or is a

person with a disability using an ORV to access public lands for purposes of hunting or fishing through use of
a designated trail or forest road. An individual holding a valid permit to hunt from a standing vehicle issued
under part 401, or a person with a disability using an ORV to access public lands for purposes of hunting or
fishing, may display a flag, the color of which the department shall determine, to identify himself or herself as
a person with a disability or an individual holding a permit to hunt from a standing vehicle under part 401.

(j) Except as otherwise provided in section 40111, while transporting on the vehicle a bow unless unstrung
or encased, or a firearm unless unloaded and securely encased, or equipped with and made inoperative by a
manufactured keylocked trigger housing mechanism.

(k) On or across a cemetery or burial ground, or land used as an airport.
(l) Within 100 feet of a slide, ski, or skating area, unless the vehicle is being used for the purpose of
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service upon the secretary of state shall be made not less than 50 days before the date set for the hearing.
(3) The court may take testimony and examine all the facts and circumstances incident to the order that the

person not operate an ORV in this state. The court may affirm, modify, or set aside the order. The order of the
court shall be duly entered, and the petitioner shall file a certified copy of the order with the secretary of
state's office in Lansing within 7 days after entry of the order.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this section, in reviewing a determination under section 81140, the
court shall confine its consideration to a review of the record prepared under section 81140 to determine
whether the hearing officer properly determined the issues enumerated in section 81140.

(5) In reviewing a determination resulting in issuance of an order under section 81134, the court shall
confine its consideration to a review of the record prepared under section 81140. The court shall set aside the
determination of the secretary of state only if substantial rights of the petitioner have been prejudiced because
the determination is any of the following:

(a) In violation of the constitution of the United States, the state constitution of 1963, or a statute.
(b) In excess of the secretary of state's statutory authority or jurisdiction.
(c) Made upon unlawful procedure resulting in material prejudice to the petitioner.
(d) Not supported by competent, material, and substantial evidence on the whole record.
(e) Arbitrary, capricious, or clearly an abuse or unwarranted exercise of discretion.
(f) Affected by other substantial and material error of law.
History: Add. 2014, Act 405, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81141 Preliminary chemical breath analysis; arrest; admissibility of results;
requirements; civil infraction; fine.
Sec. 81141. (1) A peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe that a person was operating an ORV

and that the person by the consumption of alcoholic liquor may have affected his or her ability to operate the
ORV, may require the person to submit to a preliminary chemical breath analysis.

(2) A peace officer may arrest a person based in whole or in part upon the results of a preliminary chemical
breath analysis.

(3) The results of a preliminary chemical breath analysis shall be admissible in a criminal prosecution for a
crime enumerated in section 81136(1) or in an administrative hearing held under section 81140, solely to
assist the court or hearing officer in determining a challenge to the validity of an arrest. This subsection does
not limit the introduction of other competent evidence offered to establish the validity of an arrest.

(4) A person who submits to a preliminary chemical breath analysis remains subject to the requirements of
sections 81136, 81137, 81138, 81139, and 81140 for the purposes of chemical tests described in those
sections.

(5) A person who refuses to submit to a preliminary chemical breath analysis upon a lawful request by a
peace officer is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than
$500.00.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 175, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1996;¾Am. 2014, Act 405, Eff. Mar.
31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81142 Operation of ORV after right suspended as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 81142. A person whose right to operate an ORV has been suspended pursuant to this part and who

operates an ORV is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine
of not more than $1,000.00, or both.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV
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324.81149 Repealed. 2018, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 25, 2018.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to a report on the unrefunded gasoline sales tax money relating to nonhighway use

of ORVs.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81150 Uniform interpretation.
Sec. 81150. The department shall disseminate information to its field officers and to state and local law

enforcement agencies on a uniform interpretation of this part and each officer's duties and responsibilities in
enforcing this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

324.81151 Abandonment of ORV prohibited; presumption; violation; civil infraction.
Sec. 81151. (1) A person shall not abandon an ORV in this state.
(2) The last titled owner of the ORV is presumed to be responsible for abandoning the ORV unless the

person provides a record of the transfer of the ORV to another person. The record of transfer must be either a
photocopy of the reassigned title or a form or document that includes the transferee's name, address, driver
license number, and signature, the date of transfer of the ORV, and, if applicable, the sale price.

(3) Sections 80130f(2) to 80130p apply to an ORV in the same manner as those provisions apply to a
vessel.

(4) A person who violates subsection (1) and who fails to redeem the ORV before disposition of the ORV
under section 80130k is responsible for a state civil infraction as provided in section 8905a.

History: Add. 2014, Act 549, Eff. Apr. 16, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Off-Road Vehicle Act

Popular name: ORV

SNOWMOBILES

PART 821
SNOWMOBILES

324.82101 Definitions.
Sec. 82101. As used in this part:
(a) "Alcoholic liquor" means that term as defined in section 1d of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA

300, MCL 257.1d.
(b) "Auction" means the sale or offer for sale by bidding of real or personal property at a public or private

location.
(c) "Auctioneer" means a person that is engaged in the business of conducting auctions or that offers to

conduct an auction for compensation.
(d) "Conviction" means a final conviction, the payment of a fine, a plea of guilty or nolo contendere if

accepted by the court, or a finding of guilt or probate court disposition on a violation of this part, regardless of
whether the penalty is rebated or suspended.

(e) "Dealer" means any person engaged in the sale, lease, or rental of snowmobiles as a regular business,
other than an auctioneer.

(f) "Former section 15a" means section 15a of former 1968 PA 74, as constituted before May 1, 1994.
(g) "Highly restricted personal information" means an individual's photograph or image, social security

number, digitized signature, and medical and disability information.
(h) "Highway or street" means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly

maintained if any part of it is open to public use for vehicular travel.
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(d) Two persons representing at-large trail users.
(2) The committee shall meet twice each year and at the call of the committee chairperson as needed.
(3) The Michigan snowmobile advisory committee shall advise the department regarding all of the

following:
(a) The development of criteria for safety education and training programs.
(b) The allocation of funds from the recreational snowmobile trail improvement subaccount.
(c) The promulgation of rules affecting snowmobile use in this state.
(d) The development of annual updates to the comprehensive plan for implementing a statewide

recreational and snowmobile trails system.
(e) Implementation of the recommendations made by snowmobile users regarding trails that should be

designated for snowmobile use.
(f) The development of a comprehensive plan for the use of snowmobiles in this state.
(4) As used in this section, "committee" means the Michigan snowmobile advisory committee.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."
For transfer of powers and duties of Michigan snowmobile advisory committee to the Michigan trails advisory council, and

abolishment of the advisory committee, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82103 Certificate of registration and registration decal required; exceptions; violation;
penalty.
Sec. 82103. (1) Except as otherwise provided, a snowmobile shall not be operated unless the owner first

obtains a certificate of registration and a registration decal. The certificate of registration shall be secured at
the time of purchase or transfer of ownership. A certificate of registration or a registration decal is not
required for a snowmobile operated exclusively on lands owned or under the control of the snowmobile
owner or for a snowmobile used entirely in a safety education and training program conducted by a certified
snowmobile safety instructor and authorized pursuant to section 82108.

(2) A person who is convicted of a violation of this section shall be fined not more than $50.00.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82104 Special event; certificate of registration or registration decal not required.
Sec. 82104. A certificate of registration or a registration decal is not required for a snowmobile that is

exclusively operated in a special event of limited duration conducted according to a prearranged schedule
under a permit from the governmental unit having jurisdiction.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82105 Application for registration; forms; signature; fee; recording application; issuance
of certificate of registration and decal; contents, legibility, and inspection of certificate;
surety bond; issuance, duration, and renewal of certificate and registration decal; display
of decal; destroying record of certificate.
Sec. 82105. (1) Before operating a snowmobile requiring registration in this state, the owner shall apply for

registration with the department of state on forms provided by the department of state. If the snowmobile was
purchased from a retail dealer in this state, application for initial registration shall be made with the dealer at
the point of sale. The dealer shall issue a temporary registration permit in a form received from and approved
by the department of state that is valid for 15 days after the date of sale. Each retail dealer shall submit
applications for registrations and fees to the department of state not less than once each week. The application
shall include a certification. The new owner shall sign the application or, if the application is filed
electronically, provide information requested by the department of state to verify the new owner's identity.
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However, a county may expand the course content beyond the minimum requirements established by
subsection (2).

(5) The department may designate any person it considers qualified to provide course instruction and to
award snowmobile safety certificates.

(6) A person less than 17 years of age who fails to have a safety certificate on his or her person is subject
to a fine of not more than $25.00.

(7) A person who has a valid safety certificate from another state or province shall not be required to
complete the safety education and training program in this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82109 Appropriation; uses; allocation; grants; contract payments; financial assistance;
conditions; application; grant agreement or contract; payment; term; request for
information; report.
Sec. 82109. (1) Money appropriated to the department from the recreational snowmobile trail improvement

subaccount shall be used for 1 or more of the following:
(a) Planning, constructing, maintaining, and acquiring trails and areas for the use of snowmobiles, or

access to those trails and areas, and basic snowmobile facilities.
(b) Financial assistance to local units of government and nonprofit incorporated snowmobile clubs or

organizations considered eligible by the department.
(c) The department's administration of subdivisions (a) and (b).
(2) In preparing its annual budget for recreational snowmobile trail improvement funds and determining

the allocation of funds as provided for in subsection (1), the department shall do both of the following:
(a) Seek input from the snowmobile advisory committee created under section 82102a.
(b) To the degree feasible, give priority to use of the funds for financial assistance to local units of

government and nonprofit incorporated snowmobile clubs or organizations.
(3) A portion of the funds appropriated to the department each year shall be used to provide financial

assistance to local units of government and nonprofit incorporated snowmobile clubs or organizations in the
form of grants or contract payments for annual snowmobile trail maintenance costs, including signage and
liability insurance. The department may also issue grants or enter into contracts for 1 or more of the following
additional activities:

(a) Maintenance equipment.
(b) Repair or new development of snowmobile trails or related facilities, including the costs of designing

and engineering for grant-funded improvements.
(c) Acquisition of land or rights in lands for snowmobile trails or related facilities, costs of leases, permits,

easements, or other agreements that allow for use of private lands for public access to snowmobile trails and
related facilities, or development of new snowmobile trails and related facilities.

(4) Financial assistance shall not be made under this section unless the costs are for a trail that is available
for public snowmobile use and is approved by the department.

(5) Financial assistance shall be allocated as follows:
(a) Assistance for snowmobile trail maintenance costs, excluding signage and liability insurance, shall be

according to a formula promulgated by the state recreational trail coordinator, which shall provide an amount
up to 100% of the actual, eligible expense of maintaining the trail per year incurred and documented by the
grant recipient or contractor and approved by the department.

(b) Assistance for the cost of land acquisition, leasing, permits, or other agreements may equal 100% of the
actual, eligible expenses incurred and documented by the grant recipient or contractor and approved by the
department.

(c) Assistance for signage may equal 100% of the actual, eligible costs incurred and documented by the
grant recipient or contractor and approved by the department. In lieu of financial assistance for signage, the
department may choose to use recreational snowmobile trail improvement funds to purchase signs and
provide them to grant recipients or contractors. Financial assistance for signs shall not be provided under this
section unless the snowmobile trails meet minimum state snowmobile trail construction standards and are
funded for snowmobile season maintenance.

(d) Assistance for trail insurance may equal 100% of the actual, eligible costs incurred and documented by
the grant recipient or contractor and approved by the department.
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Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82110a Permanent snowmobile trail easement subaccount.
Sec. 82110a. (1) The permanent snowmobile trail easement subaccount is created as a subaccount of the

snowmobile account.
(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the permanent

snowmobile trail easement subaccount. The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the subaccount. The
state treasurer shall credit to the subaccount interest and earnings from subaccount investments. Money in the
subaccount at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the subaccount and shall not lapse to the snowmobile
account or the general fund. The department shall be the administrator of the subaccount for auditing
purposes.

(3) The department shall expend money from the permanent snowmobile trail easement subaccount, upon
appropriation, only to purchase lands, or secure easements or other appropriate agreements allowing use of
private property, for permanent snowmobile trails that are open to the public in this state or to make grants for
those purposes. To be eligible for a grant, an entity shall be a local unit of government or be organized for
educational and charitable purposes within the meaning of 26 USC 501(c)(3) that includes promoting and
facilitating the expansion and improvement of the existing snowmobile trail system in this state with
permanent snowmobile trails.

(4) If a recipient of a grant under subsection (3) ceases to exist, any interest allowing the use of private
property to establish permanent snowmobile trails that was obtained by that grant recipient with grant money
under subsection (3) shall vest in this state, subject to the terms of the instrument creating the interest,
including, but not limited to, terms concerning the scope of the easement.

(5) The department of attorney general shall review grants and other instruments proposed to be utilized
for the purposes of subsections (3) and (4).

(6) The department in consultation with the snowmobile advisory committee shall promulgate rules for the
administration of the permanent snowmobile trail easement subaccount.

(7) Any proceeds from the sale of lands purchased under subsection (3) or the termination of easements or
other agreements secured under subsection (3) shall be deposited into the permanent snowmobile trail
easement subaccount.

(8) If, at any time after July 1, 2010, the Michigan snowmobile advisory committee, by the affirmative
vote of at least 5 members, determines that the public snowmobile trail system in this state is fully developed
and not capable of expansion by adding further permanent snowmobile trail easements, the advisory
committee shall report its determination to the department. The department shall, within 60 days, submit to
the senate and house appropriations committees and standing committees with primary responsibility for
outdoor recreation issues a report setting forth the department's recommendations concerning dissolution of
the permanent snowmobile trail easement subaccount, the disposition of revenue in that subaccount, and other
relevant issues under this part.

History: Add. 2008, Act 400, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6, 2009.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82111 Snowmobile registration fee subaccount; creation.
Sec. 82111. The snowmobile registration fee subaccount is created as a subaccount of the snowmobile

account.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82112 Operation of snowmobile program; review of effectiveness; report.
Sec. 82112. (1) The department, in consultation with the snowmobile advisory board, shall conduct a

review of the effectiveness of operation of the snowmobile program by the forestry division of the department
and submit a written report to the house and senate committees that consider natural resources and
conservation legislation by July 1, 1996.
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person take and successfully complete the snowmobile safety education and training program before
operating a snowmobile.

(ii) If the court finds that the person has 1 or more prior convictions within 7 years, the court shall order
that the person not operate a snowmobile for a period of not less than 1 year or more than 2 years and shall
require the person to take and successfully complete the snowmobile safety education and training program
before operating a snowmobile.

(iii) If the court finds that the person has 2 or more prior convictions within 10 years, the court shall order,
without an expiration date, that the person not operate a snowmobile.

(c) For a conviction under section 82127(3) or a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section
82127(3):

(i) If the court finds that the convicted person has no prior conviction within 7 years, the court shall order
that the person not operate a snowmobile for not less than 90 days or more than 1 year.

(ii) If the court finds that the person has 1 prior conviction within 7 years, the court shall order that the
person not operate a snowmobile for not less than 6 months or more than 2 years.

(iii) If the court finds that the person has 2 or more prior convictions within 10 years, the court shall order,
without an expiration date, the person not to operate a snowmobile.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 404, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82143 Implied consent to chemical tests; circumstances; exception; administration of
chemical test.
Sec. 82143. (1) A person who operates a snowmobile is considered to have given consent to chemical tests

of his or her blood, breath, or urine for the purpose of determining the amount of alcohol or presence of a
controlled substance, or both, in his or her blood in all of the following circumstances:

(a) The person is arrested for a violation of section 82127(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), or (7) or a local ordinance
substantially corresponding to section 82127(1), (3), or (6).

(b) The person is arrested for negligent homicide, manslaughter, or murder resulting from the operation of
a snowmobile, and the peace officer had reasonable grounds to believe that the person was operating the
snowmobile in violation of section 82127.

(2) A person who is afflicted with hemophilia, diabetes, or a condition requiring the use of an
anticoagulant under the direction of a physician shall not be considered to have given consent to the
withdrawal of blood.

(3) A chemical test described in subsection (1) shall be administered as provided in sections 82137 and
82138.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 183, Imd. Eff. May 3, 1996;¾Am. 2014, Act 404, Eff. Mar.
31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82144 Refusal to submit to chemical test; court order; report to secretary of state.
Sec. 82144. (1) If a person refuses the request of a peace officer to submit to a chemical test offered under

section 82137 or 82138, a test shall not be given without a court order, but the officer may seek to obtain the
court order.

(2) If a person refuses a chemical test offered under section 82137 or 82138, or submits to the chemical test
and the test reveals a blood alcohol content of 0.08 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters
of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine, the peace officer who requested the person to submit to the test shall
immediately forward a written report to the secretary of state. The report shall state that the officer had
reasonable grounds to believe that the person had committed a crime described in section 82143(1), and either
that the person has refused to submit to the test upon the request of the peace officer and has been advised of
the consequences of the refusal or that the test revealed a blood alcohol content of 0.08 grams or more per 100
milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine. The form of the report shall be
prescribed and furnished by the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 1996, Act 183, Imd. Eff. May 3, 1996;¾Am. 2014, Act 404, Eff. Mar.
31, 2015.
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History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2014, Act 404, Eff. Mar. 31, 2015.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82147 Issuance of order by secretary of state; operation of snowmobile prohibited;
imposition of suspension for more than 1 conviction or probate court dispositions from
same incident.
Sec. 82147. (1) Notwithstanding a court order issued under section 82127(1), (3), (4), or (5), section

15a(1), (3), (4), or (5) of former 1968 PA 74, sections 82141 to 82142, or a local ordinance substantially
corresponding to section 82127(1) or (3), or sections 82141 to 82142, if a court has not ordered a person not
to operate a snowmobile as authorized by this part, the secretary of state shall issue an order that the person
not operate a snowmobile as follows:

(a) For 90 days, upon receiving a record of the conviction of the person for a violation of section 82127(3),
section 15a(3) of former 1968 PA 74, a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section 82127(3), or a
law of another state substantially corresponding to section 82127(3), if the person has no prior convictions
within 7 years for a violation of section 82127(1), (3), (4), or (5), section 15a(1), (3), (4), or (5) of former
1968 PA 74, or section 15a of former 1968 PA 74, a local ordinance substantially corresponding to section
82127(1) or (3) or section 15a of former 1968 PA 74, or a law of another state substantially corresponding to
section 82127(1), (3), (4), or (5) or section 15a of former 1968 PA 74.

(b) For 1 year for a violation of section 324, 413, or 414 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL
750.324, 750.413, and 750.414; or a violation of section 626(3) or (4) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA
300, MCL 257.626.

(c) For 6 months, if the person has the following convictions within a 7-year period, whether under the law
of this state, a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a law of this state, or a law of another state
substantially corresponding to a law of this state:

(i) One conviction under section 82127(1), section 15a(1) of former 1968 PA 74, or section 15a of former
1968 PA 74.

(ii) Two convictions under section 82127(3), section 15a(3) of former 1968 PA 74, or section 15a of
former 1968 PA 74.

(iii) One conviction under section 82127(1) or section 15a(1) of former 1968 PA 74 and 1 conviction under
section 82127(3), section 15a(3) of former 1968 PA 74, or section 15a of former 1968 PA 74.

(iv) One conviction under section 82127(4) or (5) or section 15a(4) or (5) of former 1968 PA 74 followed
by 1 conviction under section 82127(3) or section 15a(3) of former 1968 PA 74.

(2) If the secretary of state receives records of more than 1 conviction or probate court or family division
of circuit court disposition of a person resulting from the same incident, a suspension shall be imposed only
for the violation to which the longest period of suspension applies under this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;¾Am. 2001, Act 148, Eff. Feb. 1, 2002;¾Am. 2008, Act 465, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9,
2009.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82147a Suspension or revocation of operator's or chauffeur's license; operation of
snowmobile prohibited; violation as misdemeanor; penalty.
Sec. 82147a. (1) If the operator's or chauffeur's license of a person who is a resident of this state is

suspended or revoked by the secretary of state under the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to
257.923, or if the driver license of a person who is a nonresident is suspended or revoked under the law of the
state in which he or she resides, that person shall not operate a snowmobile under this part for the same
period.

(2) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as follows:
(a) For a first conviction, imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $500.00, or

both.
(b) For a second or subsequent conviction, imprisonment for not more than 180 days or a fine of not more

than $1,000.00, or both.
History: Add. 1999, Act 43, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451
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Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82151 Ex parte order to stay pending order.
Sec. 82151. (1) Within 63 days after the determination, a person who is aggrieved by a final determination

of the secretary of state under this part may petition the circuit court for the county in which the conviction or
determination resulting in issuance of the order that the person not operate a snowmobile for an order staying
the order. Except as provided in subsection (2), the court may enter an ex parte order staying the order subject
to terms and conditions prescribed by the court until the determination of an appeal to the secretary of state or
of an appeal or a review by the circuit court, or for a lesser time that the court considers proper.

(2) The court shall not enter an ex parte order staying the order if the order is based upon a claim of undue
hardship.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82152 Operation of snowmobile prohibited; knowingly permitting operation by person
subject to order prohibited; violation of subsection (1) as misdemeanor; extension of
length of order; cancellation of certificate of registration.
Sec. 82152. (1) A person who is ordered not to operate a snowmobile and who has been notified of the

order by personal service or first-class mail shall not operate a snowmobile. A person shall not knowingly
permit a snowmobile owned by the person to be operated by a person who is subject to such an order. A
person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as follows:

(a) By imprisonment for not more than 90 days or by a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.
(b) For a second or subsequent violation punishable under this subsection, by imprisonment for not more

than 1 year or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or both.
(2) Upon receiving a record of the conviction or probate court disposition of a person upon a charge of

unlawful operation of a snowmobile while the person is subject to an order not to operate a snowmobile, the
secretary of state shall immediately extend the length of the order for an additional like period.

(3) If the secretary of state receives records of more than 1 conviction or probate court disposition resulting
from the same incident, all of the convictions or probate court dispositions shall be treated as a single
violation for purposes of extending the length of an order under subsection (2).

(4) If a person is convicted of violating subsection (1), the court shall order cancellation of the certificate
of registration for the snowmobile, unless the snowmobile was stolen or permission to use the snowmobile
was not knowingly given. The secretary of state shall not issue a certificate of registration for a snowmobile
whose registration is canceled until after the expiration of 90 days after the cancellation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

Popular name: Snowmobiles

324.82153 Impoundment of snowmobile.
Sec. 82153. (1) When a person is convicted under section 82152(1), the snowmobile, if it is owned by that

person, shall be ordered impounded for not less than 30 or more than 120 days from the date of judgment.
(2) An order of impoundment issued pursuant to subsection (1) is valid throughout the state. Any peace

officer may execute the impoundment order. The order shall include the implied consent of the owner of the
snowmobile to the storage for insurance coverage purposes.

(3) The owner of a snowmobile impounded pursuant to this section is liable for expenses incurred in the
removal and storage of the snowmobile whether or not the snowmobile is returned to him or her. The
snowmobile shall be returned to the owner only if the owner pays the expenses for removal and storage. If
redemption is not made or the snowmobile is not returned as provided in this section within 30 days after the
time set in the impoundment order for return of the snowmobile, the snowmobile shall be considered
abandoned.

(4) Nothing in this section affects the rights of a conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, or lessor of a
snowmobile registered in the name of another person as owner who becomes subject to this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Rendered Thursday, September 19, 2019 Page 1366 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 48 of 2019

Ó Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov









171   1986   299.621 to
299.625

641   1978   299.401 to
299.437

181   1986   325.311 to
325.332

136   1969   323.271 to
323.280

147   1993   299.891 to
299.898

148   1993   299.871 to
299.882

60   1976   299.351 to
299.360

414   1988   299.481 to
299.484

145   1988   445.581 to
445.584

411   1988   299.461 to
299.464

411   1980   319.311 to
319.316

133   1990   299.561 to
299.572

20   1990   299.861 to
299.869

249   1986   299.371 to
299.393

307   1982   299.601 to
299.618

91   1990   30.431 to
30.432

423   1984   299.701 to
299.712

478   1988   299.831 to
299.850

518   1988   299.801 to
299.828

(2) The following acts and parts of acts are not codified in this act but are repealed:
(a) Act No. 366 of the Public Acts of 1974, being sections 299.301 to 299.321 of the Michigan Compiled

Laws.
(b) Act No. 329 of the Public Acts of 1966, being sections 323.111 to 323.128 of the Michigan Compiled

Laws.
(c) Act No. 13 of the Public Acts of the Extra Session of 1956, being sections 323.201 to 323.203 of the

Michigan Compiled Laws.
(d) Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1909, being sections 322.202 to 322.214 of the Michigan Compiled

Laws.
(e) Act No. 155 of the Public Acts of 1937, being sections 211.355a to 211.364 of the Michigan Compiled

Laws.
History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.90102 Repeal of certain acts and parts of acts.
Sec. 90102. The following acts and parts of acts that are codified in article I, general provisions, and article

II, pollution control, are repealed:
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198   1975   286.751 to
286.767

347   1972   282.101 to
282.125

297   1937   282.1 to
282.16

345   1978   123.311 to
123.319

326   1988   299.651 to
299.660

328   1988   299.671 to
299.685

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.90103 Repeal of certain acts.
Sec. 90103. (1) The following acts that are codified in article III, chapter 1, entitled habitat protection, are

repealed:
346  1972  281.951

to
281.966

203  1979  281.701
to

281.722
231  1970  281.761

to
281.776

146  1961  281.61
to

281.86
345  1966  281.901

to
281.930

253  1964  323.301
to

323.320
20   1964  281.301

to
281.315

300  1989  281.1301
to

281.1365
89   1954  3.601 to

3.607
28   1955  3.651 to

3.656
245  1970  281.631

to
281.644

247  1955  322.701
to

322.715
130  1985  323.71

to
323.85
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ACT

NUMBER  

YEAR
OF

ACT   

MICHIGAN
COMPILED

LAWS
SECTIONS

257   1968   318.351 to
318.362

108   1969   318.371 to
318.387

History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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