MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW
Act 116 of 1954

AN ACT to reorganize, consolidate, and add to the election laws; to provide for election officials and prescribe their powers and duties; to
prescribe the powers and duties of certain state departments, state agencies, and state and local officials and employees; to provide for the
nomination and election of candidates for public office; to provide for the resignation, removal, and recall of certain public officers; to provide
for the filling of vacancies in public office; to provide for and regulate primaries and elections; to provide for the purity of elections; to guard
against the abuse of the elective franchise; to define violations of this act; to provide appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies;
and to repeal certain acts and all other acts inconsistent with this act.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 441, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 1995
Popular Name: Election Code

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
Chapter I
DEFINITIONS

168.1 Short title; Michigan election law.
Sec. 1.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Michigan election law".

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Compiler's Notes: The former Michigan election law, consisting of MCL 145.1 to 199.1 and deriving from Act 351 of 1925, was repealed by Act 116 of 1954.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.2 Definitions; A to I.
Sec. 2.

As used in this act:

(a) "Absent voter" is a voter who utilizes the process described in section 759.

(b) "Absent voter ballot" means a ballot that is issued to a voter through the absent voter process.

(c) "Ballot container" is defined in section 14a.

(d) "Ballot question committee" means that term as defined in section 2 of the Michigan campaign finance act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.202.

(e) "Business day" or "secular day" means a day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.

(f) "Change the result of the election" means either of the following:

(i) Elect a different candidate.

(ii) Result in the opposite outcome for a ballot question.

(g) "Clearly observable boundaries" is defined in section 654a.

(h) "Common carrier" means a company that transports mail, on reasonable request, on regular routes and at set rates.

(i) "Educational institution" means a public or private institution, or a separate school or department of a public or private institution, that is
authorized by law or an accrediting body to grant or issue a diploma, degree, certificate, or license, or to grant approval to practice a profession
or engage in an enterprise, and includes, but is not limited to, an academy, high school, college, university, community college, junior college,
secondary school, extension course, or a business, nursing, professional, secretarial, technical, or vocational school.

(j) "Election" means an election or primary election at which the electors of this state or of a subdivision of this state choose or nominate by
ballot an individual for public office or decide a ballot question lawfully submitted to them.

(k) "Election precinct" is defined in section 654.

(1) "Fall" state and county conventions and "spring" state and county conventions are assigned meanings in section 596.

(m) "General election" or "general November election" means the election held on the November regular election date in an even numbered
year.

(n) "Identification for election purposes" means, if issued to the individual presenting the card or document and if presented for voting
purposes the name on the card or document sufficiently matches the individual's name in the individual's voter registration record so as to
accurately identify the individual as the registered elector, or if issued to the individual presenting the card or document and if presented for
voter registration purposes, any of the following:

(i) An operator's or chauffeur's license issued under the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923, or an enhanced driver
license issued under the enhanced driver license and enhanced official state personal identification card act, 2008 PA 23, MCL 28.301 to
28.308.

(ii) An official state personal identification card issued under 1972 PA 222, MCL 28.291 to 28.300, or an enhanced official state personal
identification card issued under the enhanced driver license and enhanced official state personal identification card act, 2008 PA 23, MCL
28.301 to 28.308.

(iii) A current operator's or chauffeur's license issued by another state.

(iv) A current state personal identification card issued by another state.

(v) A current state government issued photo identification card.

(vi) A current United States passport or federal government issued photo identification card.

(vii) A current military photo identification card.
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(viii) A current tribal photo identification card.

(ix) A current photo identification card issued by a local government.

(x) A current student photo identification card issued by an educational institution.

(0) "Immediate family" means an individual's father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, and spouse and a relative of any degree residing in
the same household as that individual.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 152, Eff. July 1, 1968 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 216, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1999 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 91, Eff. Apr. 9, 2002 ;--
Am. 2002, Act 163, Imd. Eff. Apr. 9, 2002 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 3, 2018 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 603, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28,
2018 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 87, Eff. Feb. 13,2024 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 74, Eff. Apr. 2, 2025

Constitutionality: Legislative attempt in this section to place an interpretation having the effect of law upon the words a€cecivil appointmenta€, as used in Const 1963, art 4, A§
9, is beyond the legislative power. Richardson v Secretary of State, 381 Mich 304; 160 NW2d 883 (1968).

Popular Name: Election Code

168.3 Definitions; L to R.
Sec. 3.

As used in this act:

(a) "Locked and sealed" is defined in section 14.

(b) "Major political party" is defined in section 16.

(c) "Metal seal" or "seal" is defined in section 14a.

(d) "Name that was formally changed" means a name changed by a proceeding under chapter XI of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288,
MCL 711.1 to 711.3, or former 1915 PA 314, or through a similar, statutorily sanctioned procedure under the law of another state or country.

(e) "Odd year general election" means the election held on the November regular election date in an odd numbered year.

(f) "Odd year primary election" means the election held on the August regular election date in an odd numbered year.

(g) "Primary" or "primary election" is defined in section 7.

(h) "Regular ballot" means a ballot that is issued to a voter on election day at a polling place location.

(i) "Qualified elector" is defined in section 10.

(j) "Qualified voter file" is defined in section 509m.

(k) "Regular election" means an election held on a regular election date to elect an individual to, or nominate an individual for, elective office
in the regular course of the terms of that elective office.

(1) "Regular election date" means 1 of the dates established as a regular election date in section 641.

(m) "Residence" is defined in section 11.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 603, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.4 Definitions; S to V.
Sec. 4.

As used in this act:

(a) "School board" means the governing body of a school district, including the board of trustees of a community college.

(b) "School board member" means an individual holding the office of school board member under the revised school code, 1976 PA 451,
MCL 380.1 to 380.1852, or the office of board of trustees member under the community college act of 1966, 1966 PA 331, MCL 389.1 to
389.195. School board member includes a school board member of an intermediate school district if that intermediate school district has
adopted sections 615 to 617 of the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.615 to 380.617.

(c) "School district" means a school district, a local act school district, or an intermediate school district, as those terms are defined in the
revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1 to 380.1852, or a community college district under the community college act of 1966, 1966
PA 331, MCL 389.1 to 389.195.

(d) "School district election coordinating committee" means 1 of the following:

(i) For a school district whose entire territory lies within a single city or township, a committee composed of the secretary of the school board
or his or her designee, the city or township election commission, and the school district election coordinator.

(ii) For a school district that has territory in more than 1 city or township, a committee composed of the secretary of the school board or his
or her designee, the school district election coordinator, and the clerk of each city or township in which school district territory is located.

(e) "School district election coordinator" means 1 of the following:

(i) For a school district whose entire territory lies within a single city or township, the city or township clerk.

(ii) For a school district that has territory in more than 1 city or township, the county clerk of the county in which the largest number of
registered school district electors reside.

(f) "Special election”" means an election to elect an individual to, or nominate an individual for, a partial term in office or to submit a ballot
question to the electors.

(g) "Special primary" means a primary called by competent authority for the nomination of candidates to be voted for at a special election.

(h) "Uniform voting system" means the type of voting system that is used at all elections in every election precinct throughout the state.

(i) "Village" is defined in section 9.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 3, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 181, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 30,2010 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 523, Eff. Mar. 28, 2013 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 464, Imd. Eff. Jan. 12,2015
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Popular Name: Election Code

168.5 Repealed. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to definitions of general election.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.6 "Permanent mail ballot voter" and "Presidential primary ballot selection form" defined.
Sec. 6.

As used in this act:

(a) "Permanent mail ballot voter" means a registered elector who submits a signed absent voter ballot application to receive an absent voter
ballot by mail for all future elections and whose application has been verified.

(b) "Presidential primary ballot selection form" means a form, as prescribed by the secretary of state, that a permanent mail ballot voter can
use to select, or use to change a prior selection of, the political party ballot that the permanent mail ballot voter wishes to receive for a
presidential primary election.

History: Add. 2023, Act 86, Eff. Feb. 13,2024
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 168.6, which pertained to definitions of special election, was repealed by Act 302 of 2003, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.7 Primary or primary election; definition.
Sec. 7.
The term "primary" or "primary election", as used in this act, shall mean a primary election held for the purpose of deciding by ballot who

shall be the nominees for the offices named in this act, or for the election by ballot of delegates to political conventions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.8 ""Clerk's office," "municipal," and "satellite office of a clerk" defined.
Sec. 8.

As used in this act:

(a) "Clerk's office" includes a satellite office of a clerk.

(b) "Municipal" or "municipality" mean a city or township.

(c) "Satellite office of a clerk" means a place designated by a clerk, and staffed by employees of the clerk or assistants as authorized under
section 29, to perform specific duties under this act and to offer specified election administration services to electors of a municipality.

History: Add. 2023, Act 81, Eff. Feb. 13, 2024
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 168.8, which pertained to definition of special primary, was repealed by Act 302 of 2003, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.9 Village; definition.
Sec. 9.

The term "village", as used in this act, shall mean an incorporated village. Except where the contrary is clearly indicated, the provisions of
this act shall apply to the holding of any general, special or primary election in a village.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
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Popular Name: Election Code

168.9a Repealed. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to definition of qualified voter file.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.10 "Qualified elector' defined.
Sec. 10.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the term "qualified elector", as used in this act, means a person who possesses the qualifications of
an elector as prescribed in section 1 of article II of the state constitution of 1963 and who has resided in the city or township 30 days.

(2) For purposes of an election for the office of judge of a municipal court that exercises jurisdiction over another city pursuant to section
9928(3) of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.9928, qualified elector includes a person who meets the constitutional
qualifications described in subsection (1) and has resided for 30 days in the other city over which municipal court jurisdiction is exercised. This
subsection does not entitle a person to vote on any ballot question except the office of municipal judge under the circumstances prescribed in
this subsection.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 3, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 253, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14,2010
Popular Name: Election Code

168.11 "Residence" defined.
Sec. 11.

(1) "Residence", as used in this act, for registration and voting purposes means that place at which a person habitually sleeps, keeps his or her
personal effects, and has a regular place of lodging. If a person has more than 1 residence, or if a person has a residence separate from that of
his or her spouse, that place at which the person resides the greater part of the time shall be his or her official residence for the purposes of this
act. This section does not affect existing judicial interpretation of the term residence.

(2) An elector does not gain or lose a residence while employed in the service of the United States or of this state, while engaged in the
navigation of the waters of this state, of the United States, or of the high seas, while a student at an institution of learning, while kept at any
state facility or hospital at public expense, or while confined in a jail or prison. Honorably discharged members of the armed forces of the United
States or of this state who reside in the veterans' facility established by this state may acquire a residence where the facility is located. The
residence of a person who is a patient receiving treatment at a hospital or other facility under the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL
330.1001 to 330.2106, is the village, city, or township where the person resided immediately before admission to the hospital or other facility.

(3) A member of the armed forces of the United States is not a resident of this state due to being stationed in a military or naval facility within
this state.

(4) For purposes of registering to vote and voting at an election or special election for the office of judge of a municipal court that exercises
jurisdiction over another city pursuant to section 9928(3) of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.9928, a person who
resides in the other city over which municipal court jurisdiction is exercised is considered a resident of the city in which the municipal court is
located and may register for, and vote in, that election in the city in which he or she resides.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 3, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1977, Act 120, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1977 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 253,
Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2010

Constitutionality: This section, providing that no elector shall be deemed to have gained a residence while a student at any institution of learning, violates Const 1963, art 1, A§
17 and US Const, amend XIV, A§ 1. Wilkins v Ann Arbor City Clerk, 385 Mich 670; 189 NW2d 423 (1971).

Popular Name: Election Code

168.12 Repealed. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to definition of family.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.13 Time limits; extension due to holiday, exception.

Sec. 13.
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(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, and except as otherwise provided under subsection (2), anything required
by this act to be done by a day certain, if that day falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, may be done within the same time limits on the
next secular day.

(2) This section does not apply to either of the following:

(a) The final day for applying for an absent voter ballot.

(b) Any deadline provided for under section 845a.

History: Add. 1967, Act 57, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 255, Eff. Feb. 13, 2024
Popular Name: Election Code

168.14 Locked and sealed; definition.
Sec. 14.

The term "locked and sealed", or terms of similar import, when used in this act to refer to locking and sealing of ballot boxes means sealed
with a numbered flat metal seal furnished by the election commission and do not mean that a padlock is required.

History: Add. 1969, Act 127, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970
Popular Name: Election Code

168.14a 4€xBallot containera€ and A€cemetal seald€ or 4€ceseali€ defined.
Sec. 14a.

As used in this act:
(a) "Ballot container" means a container that is used for transporting and storing voted ballots, as described and approved under section 24j.
(b) "Metal seal" or "seal" means a seal of high tensile strength that is approved by the secretary of state under section 36.

History: Add. 1992, Act 8, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10, 1992 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 207, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000
Popular Name: Election Code

168.14b Repealed. 2023, Act 81, Eff. Feb. 13, 2024.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section defined "absent voter ballot secrecy envelope container".
Popular Name: Election Code

168.15 Repealed. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31, 2018.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to number of signatures on nominating petition.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.16 a€eMajor political partya€ defined.
Sec. 16.

As used in this act, "major political party" means each of the 2 political parties whose candidate for the office of secretary of state received
the highest and second highest number of votes at the immediately preceding general election in which a secretary of state was elected.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.17 "Metropolitan district" and "metropolitan district election coordinator" defined.
Sec. 17.

As used in this act:

(a) "Metropolitan district" means a district incorporated under the metropolitan district act, 1929 PA 312, MCL 119.1 to 119.18.

(b) "Metropolitan district election coordinator" means the county clerk of the county in which the largest number of registered electors of the
metropolitan district reside.

History: Add. 2012, Act 586, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7,2013
Popular Name: Election Code

168.18 Definitions.
Sec. 18.

As used in this act:

(a) "Help America vote act of 2002" means the help America vote act of 2002, 42 USC 15301 to 15545.

(b) "National voter registration act of 1993" means the national voter registration act of 1993, 42 USC 1973gg to 1973gg-10.

(c) "Uniformed and overseas citizens absentee voting act" means the uniformed and overseas citizens absentee voting act, 42 USC 1973ffto
1973ft-6.

(d) "Voting accessibility for the elderly and handicapped act" means the voting accessibility for the elderly and handicapped act, 42 USC
1973ee to 1973ee-6.

(e) "Voting rights act of 1965" means the voting rights act of 1965, 42 USC 1973 to 1973aa-6.

History: Add. 2004, Act 92, Imd. Eff. Apr. 26, 2004
Popular Name: Election Code

168.18a "United States Department of Defense verified electronic signature" defined.
Sec. 18a.

As used in this act, "United States Department of Defense verified electronic signature" means the certificate-based digital identification code
issued to qualified personnel by the United States Department of Defense as part of the Common Access Card, or its successor.

History: Add. 2022, Act 196, Imd. Eff. Oct. 7, 2022
Popular Name: Election Code

168.19 ""Physical disability" defined.
Sec. 19.

As used in this act, "physical disability" means that term as defined in section 6 of the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218,
MCL 400.706.

History: Add. 2014, Act 79, Imd. Eff. Mar. 28,2014
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter I1.
BOARDS OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS, BOARDS OF CANVASSERS, AND CLERKS

168.21 Secretary of state; chief election officer, powers and duties.
Sec. 21.

The secretary of state shall be the chief election officer of the state and shall have supervisory control over local election officials in the
performance of their duties under the provisions of this act.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.22 Board of state canvassers; continuation as provided in former act; duties; membership.
Sec. 22.

(1) A board of state canvassers is continued as previously provided for in section 1 of former Act No. 239 of the Public Acts of 1955. This
section and sections 22a to 22g are subject to section 7 of article II of the state constitution of 1963.

(2) The board of state canvassers has the duties prescribed in section 841. The board of state canvassers shall perform other duties as
prescribed in this act.

(3) A member of the board of state canvassers on the effective date of this section continues to be a member of the board of state canvassers
for the remainder of the term to which he or she was appointed. Subject to this subsection, the board of state canvassers consists of the 4
members appointed by the governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. The board of state canvassers shall consist of 2 members
from each major political party appointed in the manner provided in section 22a.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 168.22, which provided for composition of board of state canvassers, was repealed by Act 37 of 1956, Imd. Eff. Mar. 28, 1956.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.22a Board of state canvassers; submission of nominees to governor; appointment; vacancy; failure to submit nominees; appointee
declining to serve.

Sec. 22a.

(1) On or before the fifteenth day of January in an odd numbered year, both of the following must occur:

(a) The state central committee of each major political party shall submit to the governor the names of 3 individuals as nominees for each
position that is up for reappointment that the major political party is entitled to on the board of state canvassers.

(b) The senate majority leader, senate minority leader, speaker of the house of representatives, and house minority leader shall each submit
the name of 1 individual as a nominee for each position that is up for reappointment that the major political party is entitled to on the board of
state canvassers.

(2) On or before the twentieth day of January in an odd numbered year, the governor shall appoint 1 individual from the 5 individuals
nominated to each position of the political party on the board of state canvassers.

(3) If a vacancy in the office of a member of the board of state canvassers occurs other than the expiration of a term, the state central
committee of the appropriate major political party shall submit to the governor the names of 3 individuals as nominees for the vacant position on
or before the tenth day following the date of the vacancy. In addition, on or before the tenth day following the date of the vacancy on the board
of state canvassers, the majority or minority leaders in the senate and house of representatives who represent the same major political party as
the vacating member on the board of state canvassers shall each submit the name of 1 individual as a nominee for the vacant position.

(4) On or before the thirtieth day following the date of the vacancy, the governor shall appoint 1 individual from the 5 individuals nominated
to the vacant position. A member appointed to the board of state canvassers under this subsection shall serve for the remainder of the vacant
term.

(5) If the state central committee of a major political party and the majority or minority leaders in the senate and house of representatives of
that same major political party fail to submit the names of nominees within the prescribed period of time in subsection (1) or (3), the governor
shall appoint to the board of state canvassers an individual who was formerly elected as a state officer as a member of the appropriate major
political party and who is currently affiliated with that political party. If an individual appointed by the governor under subsection (2) or (4)
declines to serve, the governor shall do 1 of the following:

(a) Appoint another individual from the 5 individuals nominated by the major political party under subsection (1) or (3) to that position on the
board of state canvassers.

(b) Appoint an individual who was formerly elected as a state officer as a member of the appropriate major political party and who is
currently affiliated with that political party to that position on the board of state canvassers.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 269, Eff. Feb. 13, 2024
Popular Name: Election Code

168.22b Board of state canvassers; term of office.
Sec. 22b.

The term of office of a member of the board of state canvassers appointed under section 22a(2) is 4 years, which term begins on the February
1 immediately following the appointment. A member of the board of state canvassers shall hold office until the member's successor is appointed
and qualified.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 269, Eff. Feb. 13, 2024
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.22c Board of state canvassers; qualifications; oath; "election-related offense" defined.
Sec. 22c.

(1) A member of the board of state canvassers must be a qualified and registered elector of this state.

(2) An individual is not eligible to be a member of the board of state canvassers if that individual has been convicted of an election-related
offense.

(3) Before taking office, a member of the board of state canvassers must take and subscribe to the constitutional oath of office prescribed in
section 1 of article XI of the state constitution of 1963.

(4) As used in this section and section 24b, "election-related offense" means a violation of any of the following:

(a) Perjury related to a false statement made on an affidavit of identity as provided in 558(4).

(b) Section 720j(14).

(c) Section 727(3).

(d) Section 759(13).

(e) Section 761(5).

(f) Section 765a(9).

(g) A felony as provided in section 808.

(h) Section 848(3).

(i) Section 873.

(j) Section 887.

(&) Section 931(1)(a), (b), (¢), (d), (e), (B, (g), (), (&), (1), or (m).

(1) Section 931(3).

(m) Section 932.

(n) Section 932a.

(0) Section 932e.

(p) Section 933.

(q) Section 933a.

(r) 18 USC 241 or 242, if the violation involves an individual's right to vote.

(s) 52 USC 10307.

(t) 52 USC 20511.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 227, Eff. Apr. 2, 2025
Popular Name: Election Code

168.22d Board of state canvassers; meetings; quorum; election of chairperson and vice-chairperson.
Sec. 22d.

(1) The board of state canvassers shall meet as necessary to conduct the business of the board. The board of state canvassers shall conduct its
meetings pursuant to this act and the open meetings act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) Three members of the board of state canvassers constitute a quorum of the board. However, an action of the board of state canvassers
shall only be effective upon concurrence of at least 1 member of each major political party appointed to the board.

(3) In February of each odd numbered year, the board of state canvassers shall elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson from its members.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996
Popular Name: Election Code

168.22¢ Board of state canvassers; approval of statement of purpose; notice of meeting; person to address meeting.
Sec. 22e.

(1) The board of state canvassers shall meet to consider and approve a statement of the purpose of a proposed constitutional amendment or
other ballot question prepared pursuant to section 32. The board of state canvassers shall give not less than 3 full business days' notice to the
public of a meeting held under this subsection. The board of state canvassers shall also give not less than 3 full business days' notice to all of the
following:

(a) The legally or generally recognized sponsor of the proposed constitutional amendment or other ballot question, if any.

(b) The legislative sponsor of the proposed constitutional amendment or ballot question, if any.

(c) The senate majority leader.

(d) The speaker of the house of representatives.

(e) The minority leaders of the senate and the house of representatives.

(f) A legislator who does not receive notice under subdivisions (c), (d), or (e).

(2) The board of state canvassers shall publicly request and allow a person described in subsection (1)(a) or (b), or a representative of that
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person, to address a meeting held under this section.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.22f Board of state canvassers; expenses and compensation of members.
Sec. 22f.

A member of the board of state canvassers is entitled to actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his or her official
duties. A member of the board of state canvassers shall receive $75.00 for each day's actual physical attendance at a meeting of the board of
state canvassers. A member of the board of state canvassers shall not receive any other compensation for the performance of those duties.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996
Popular Name: Election Code

168.22g Expenses for services performed by office of secretary of state.
Sec. 22g.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, if authorized jointly by the board of state canvassers and the secretary of state,
all expenses incurred for services performed by the office of the secretary of state for the board of state canvassers shall be charged against
funds appropriated to the board of state canvassers and credited to the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996
Popular Name: Election Code

168.23 Board of county election commissioners; membership; quorum; officers; absence or disqualification of member; appointment
of county officer; board member involved in recall of officer.

Sec. 23.

(1) The chief or only judge of probate of the county or probate court district, the county clerk, and the county treasurer shall constitute a
board of county election commissioners for each county. The chief or only judge of probate of the county or probate court district and the
county clerk shall act respectively as chairperson and secretary of the board. In the absence or disqualification of the county clerk from any
meeting of the board of county election commissioners, the board may select 1 of the county clerk's deputies to act in the county clerk's place.
In the absence or disqualification of any member of the board of county election commissioners other than the county clerk, the members of the
board who are present shall appoint the county prosecuting attorney, county sheriff, or register of deeds in the absent or disqualified member's
place, and the appointed county officer, on being notified, shall attend without delay and act as a member of the board.

(2) If a member of the board is involved in the recall of an officer, either by assisting in the preparation of the petition for recall or by being an
officer whose recall is sought, then the member of the board is disqualified with respect to any determination under section 952 and must be
replaced as provided in this section.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 456, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1982 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 417, Imd. Eff. Dec. 20, 2012 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 614, Eff. Mar. 28,
2019

Compiler's Notes: Enacting section 2 of Act 417 of 2012 provides:"Enacting section 2. As provided in section 5 of 1846 RS 1, MCL 8.5, this act is severable."Enacting section
3 of Act 417 of 2012 provides:"Enacting section 3. The legislature recognizes the importance of the electoral process, and it is the intent of the legislature that this amendatory
act uphold each of the following: (a) Section 4 of article II of the state constitution of 1963. (b) Section 8 of article II of the state constitution of 1963. (c) Section 26 of article V
of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular Name: Election Code

168.24 Repealed. 1963, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section provided for election of board of county canvassers, clerk, compensation, disqualification.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24a Board of county canvassers; establishment; powers and duties; conduct of recounts; school district election; costs;
abolishment of boards of canvassers; appointment and terms of members; applicability of section.
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Sec. 24a.

(1) A 4-member board of county canvassers is established in every county in this state. All of the powers granted to and duties required by
law to be performed by all boards of canvassers established by law, other than the board of state canvassers, are granted to and required to be
performed by the board of county canvassers.

(2) The board of county canvassers shall conduct all recounts of elections in cities, townships, villages, school districts, metropolitan districts,
or any other districts and be vested with all of the powers and required to perform all the duties in connection with any recount.

(3) If a city, village, metropolitan district, or any other district, other than a school district, lies in more than 1 county, and a duty is to be
performed by the board of county canvassers, the board of county canvassers in the county in which the greatest number of registered voters of
the city, village, metropolitan district or other district resides at the close of registration for the election involved shall perform the duty.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, if a school district lies in more than 1 county, the board of county canvassers for each
county in which a portion of the school district lies shall canvass that portion of a school district election that is held in that county. If a school
district election precinct lies in more than 1 county, the board of county canvassers of the county in which the largest number of registered
electors of that precinct reside shall canvass the results of that precinct. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding 2 sentences, unless the
school district election is conducted on the same date as another election in the county, a board of county canvassers that is not responsible for
certifying the results of the school district election is not required to meet to canvass the school district election and the board of county
canvassers responsible for certifying the results of the school district election shall canvass that portion of the school district election held in that
county. Upon completion of the canvass, the clerk of the board of county canvassers shall transmit the canvassed results to the county clerk of
the county in which the largest number of registered electors of that school district reside. Upon receipt of the canvassed results, the county
clerk of the county in which the largest number of registered electors of that school district reside shall make a statement of returns and certify
the results of the school district election to the secretary of the school board. Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of this
subsection, if a city or village that lies in more than 1 county conducts an election on the same date as a school district that lies within the city or
village that is conducting an election, that portion of the school district election held within that city or village shall be canvassed by the
canvassing board responsible for canvassing the city or village election.

(5) The cost of canvass of school, metropolitan district, city, township, and village elections shall be borne by the school district, metropolitan
district, city, township, or village holding the election, and upon presentation of a bill for the costs incurred by the board of county canvassers,
the school district, metropolitan district, city, township, or village shall reimburse the county treasurer.

(6) All boards of canvassers provided for in law including boards of school canvassers, the duties of which are by this act required to be
performed by boards of county canvassers, are abolished.

(7) Members of the board of county canvassers shall be appointed for terms of 4 years beginning on November 1 following their appointment.
Of the members first appointed, 1 member of each of the political parties represented on the board of county canvassers shall be appointed for a
term of 4 years and 1 for a term of 2 years. The county clerk shall notify members of the board of county canvassers of their appointment within
5 days of being appointed.

(8) This section applies to all elections, any charter provision to the contrary notwithstanding.

History: Add. 1963, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 65, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 65, Eff. July 1, 1968 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 108,
Eff. Apr. 1, 1971 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 154, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1982 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 52, Imd. Eff. Apr. 22,2010 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 586, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 2013 ;-- Am. 2013, Act
51, Imd. Eff. June 11,2013

Compiler's Notes: Section 3 of Act 65 of 1968 provides:"This act shall take effect on July 1, 1968, except in any county with a population of 400,000 or more it shall take effect
onJuly 1, 1970."

Popular Name: Election Code

168.24b Board of county canvassers; members, eligibility, oath of office, holding other office prohibited.
Sec. 24b.

(1) Each member of a board of county canvassers must be a qualified elector of the county and must take and subscribe to the constitutional
oath of office prescribed in section 1 of article XI of the state constitution of 1963.

(2) An individual is not eligible to be a member of a board of county canvassers if that individual has been convicted of an election-related
offense.

(3) An individual holding an elective public office is not eligible for membership on the board of county canvassers. If any member of the
board of county canvassers, during the member's term of office, becomes a candidate for any elective public office, that member's office is
vacant.

History: Add. 1963, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 227, Eff. Apr. 2, 2025
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24c Board of county canvassers; members; selection; procedure; vacancy.
Sec. 24c.

(1) Selection of the members of the board of county canvassers shall be made from each of the 2 political parties casting the greatest number
of votes for secretary of state at the preceding general November election in that county. A political party shall not be represented by more than
2 members on the board of county canvassers at any 1 time.

(2) The county committee of each political party, not later than September 1, 1963 and not later than September 1 of each odd numbered
year thereafter, shall submit to the county clerk the names of 3 interested persons for each position to which the party is entitled. In a county
having 2 or more congressional districts within its boundaries, the chairpersons of the congressional district committees shall act as the county
committee for the purposes of this section and section 24d and shall select 1 of their number to act as chairperson for these purposes.
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(3) The county board of commissioners, within 10 days after convening for their annual meeting, shall elect by ballot to each position 1 of the
3 nominees for the position, and the board shall appoint the person to the position. Before electing a nominee to the board of county canvassers
under this subsection, the county board of commissioners may request that a nominee provide any of the following in order to determine
whether the nominee is qualified for and interested in the position on the board of county canvassers:

(a) A letter signed by the nominee indicating an interest in serving on the board of county canvassers and indicating an intent to discharge the
duties of the position on the board of county canvassers to the best of his or her ability.

(b) Prior election experience including canvassing elections.

(c) Information on whether the nominee has been convicted of a felony or election crime.

(4) Failure of the county board of commissioners to appoint 1 of the nominees for a position on the board of county canvassers within 10
days after convening for their annual meeting shall result in a vacancy existing in the position, which shall be filled as provided in section 24d for
the filling of vacancies on the board of county canvassers.

History: Add. 1963, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 463, Imd. Eff. Dec. 20, 2006
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24d Board of county canvassers; vacancy.
Sec. 24d.

(1) If a vacancy occurs in the membership of the board of county canvassers, the county clerk shall immediately give notice of the vacancy to
the chairperson of the county committee of the political party entitled to fill the vacancy.

(2) The county committee of the political party entitled to fill a vacancy on the board of county canvassers, within 10 days after receiving
information concerning the vacancy, shall nominate 3 interested persons for the position and submit the list of nominees to the county clerk.

(3) The county clerk, within 10 days from receipt of the list of nominees, shall appoint 1 of the nominees to the board of county canvassers.
Before appointing a nominee to the board of county canvassers under this subsection, the county clerk may request that a nominee provide any
of the following in order to determine whether the nominee is qualified for and interested in the position on the board of county canvassers:

(a) A letter signed by the nominee indicating an interest in serving on the board of county canvassers and indicating an intent to discharge the
duties of the position on the board of county canvassers to the best of his or her ability.

(b) Prior election experience including canvassing elections.

(c) Information on whether the nominee has been convicted of a felony or election crime.

(4) A person appointed to fill a vacancy on the board of county canvassers shall serve for the balance of the unexpired term.

History: Add. 1963, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 463, Imd. Eff. Dec. 20, 2006
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24¢ Board of county canvassers; meetings; election of officers; quorum, action; clerk; assistants, compensation.
Sec. 24e.

(1) The board shall meet as necessary to transact their business, and during the month of January in each even numbered year elect 1 of their
members chairperson and 1 as vice-chairperson. Any 3 members constitute a quorum, but no action becomes effective unless 1 member from
each political party represented concurs in the action.

(2) The county clerk is the clerk of the board of county canvassers. The county clerk may employ any assistants as are necessary to
adequately perform the duties of the board. The payment for the assistants must be in amounts authorized by the county clerk and must be paid
from an appropriation made for that purpose by the county board of commissioners before the canvass.

History: Add. 1963, Act 237, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 614, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24f Repealed. 2018, Act 614, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to payments for meetings and reimbursement of expenses for members of the board of county canvassers in certain counties.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24g Repealed. 1996, Act 268, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to compensation and expenses of board of state canvassers.
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.24h Repealed. 2018, Act 614, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to payments for meetings, recounts, and reimbursement of expenses for members of the board of county canvassers in certain
counties.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24j Ballot container; examination by board of county canvassers; approval; procurement; use of disapproved container.
Sec. 24;.

(1) A ballot container includes a ballot box, transfer case, or other container used to secure ballots, including optical scan ballots and
electronic voting systems and data.

(2) A manufacturer or distributor of ballot containers shall submit a nonmetal ballot container to the secretary of state for approval under the
requirements of subsection (3) before the ballot container is sold to a county, city, township, village, or school district for use at an election.

(3) A ballot container shall not be approved unless it meets both of the following requirements:

(a) It is made of metal, plastic, fiberglass, or other material, that provides resistance to tampering.

(b) It is capable of being sealed with a metal seal.

(4) Before June 1 0f 2002, and every fourth year after 2002, a county board of canvassers shall examine each ballot container to be used in
any election conducted under this act. The board shall designate on the ballot container that the ballot container does or does not meet the
requirements under subsection (3). A ballot container that has not been approved by the board shall not be used to store voted ballots.

(5) A city, village, or township clerk may procure ballot containers as provided in section 669 and as approved under this section.

(6) A clerk who uses or permits the use of a ballot container that has not been approved under this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: Add. 1969, Act 184, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 207, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000
Popular Name: Election Code

168.24k Repealed. 2023, Act 81, Eff. Feb. 13, 2024.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to the requirements for approval of absent voter ballot secrecy envelope containers and penalties for use of unapproved
containers.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.25 Board of city election commissioners; membership, quorum, chairman; absences, appointment of acting member.
Sec. 25.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, unless otherwise provided by a charter adopted by a majority vote of the people
voting on the adoption thereof, the city clerk, the city attorney and the city assessor shall constitute the board of city election commissioners for
each city, 2 of whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. The city clerk shall act as chairman of the board. Should only 1 of said
officers be in attendance on the day appointed for a meeting of the board, the officer in attendance shall appoint a qualified and registered
elector of said city to act in the absentee's stead, during the period of nonattendance.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1957, Act 231, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 65, Imd.
Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.26 Board of township election commissioners; membership, quorum, chairman; absences, appointment of acting member.
Sec. 26.

Unless otherwise provided by charter, the supervisor, clerk and township treasurer shall constitute the board of township election
commissioners for each township, 2 of whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. The township clerk shall act as chairman of the
board. Should only 1 of said officers be in attendance on the day appointed for a meeting of the board, the officer in attendance shall appoint a
qualified and registered elector of the township to act in the absentee's stead during the period of nonattendance.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 65, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.27 Board of village election commissioners; membership, quorum, chairman; absences, appointment of acting member.
Sec. 27.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, unless otherwise provided by a charter adopted by a majority vote of the people
voting on the adoption thereof, the president, clerk and treasurer shall constitute the board of village election commissioners for each village, 2
of whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. The village clerk shall act as chairman of the board. Should only 1 of said officers be
in attendance on the day appointed for a meeting of the board, the village assessor shall act in the absentee's stead during the period of
nonattendance.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1957, Act 231, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 65, Imd.
Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.28 Boards of election commissioners and boards of canvassers; compensation.
Sec. 28.

Members of the various boards of election commissioners and any other person charged with duties in connection with the conduct of
primaries, elections, canvassing of returns, and recounts must receive compensation as is determined by the legislative body of this state, the
county, the city, the township, or the village, as applicable. The county board of commissioners shall consult with the county clerk to determine
the compensation for the board of county canvassers and any assistants employed by the county board of canvassers.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 614, Eff. Mar. 28,2019
Popular Name: Election Code

168.29 Appointment of assistants by clerk of county, township, city, or village; discrimination prohibited; authority, duties, oath, and
compensation of assistants; instruction.

Sec. 29.

(1) The clerk of each county, township, city, and village may appoint a number of assistants as may be necessary to carry out the general
provisions of the election law. The clerk of a county, township, city, or village shall consider an application for the appointment of an assistant
without regard to age, socioeconomic status, sex, race, national origin, religion, political affiliation, or any disability the applicant may have.

(2) Assistants appointed under this section shall possess only the authority conferred upon them by the county, township, city, or village clerk
appointing them, and shall perform only those duties that are assigned to them by the clerk. Before an assistant enters upon the discharge of his
or her duties, the assistant shall take and subscribe to the oath of office as provided in section 1 of article XI of the state constitution of 1963,
which shall be filed in the office of the county, township, city, or village clerk who appointed the assistant and shall be properly instructed by the
county, township, city, or village clerk in the duties the assistant is assigned to perform. An assistant may receive compensation as may be fixed
by a township board or the legislative body of a county, city, or village.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 65, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1967, Act 186, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 266, Imd.
Eff. June 29, 1978 ;-- Am. 1979, Act 54, Imd. Eff. July 11, 1979 ;-- Am. 1989, Act 142, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1989 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 21, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 1998
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30 Providing clerk with permanent postal mailing address and electronic mailing address.
Sec. 30.

Not later than 30 days after the effective date of this section, each county, township, city, or village shall provide its clerk with a permanent
postal mailing address and each county shall provide its clerk with an electronic mailing address. Each clerk shall notify the secretary of state in
writing of any address required to be provided under this section. Not later than 3 business days after a change in the postal mailing address of
the office of a county, township, city, or village clerk, or the electronic mailing address of a county clerk, the clerk shall notify the secretary of
state in writing of the new address.

History: Add. 1999, Act 216, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1999
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30a Repealed. 2013, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 11, 2013.
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Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to powers, duties of, and membership on, board of city or township canvassers.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30b Repealed. 2013, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 11, 2013.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to qualifications of, and appointment of members to, board of city or township canvassers.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30c Repealed. 2013, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 11, 2013.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to selection of members for board of city or township canvassers.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30d Repealed. 2013, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 11, 2013.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to meetings of, and election of officers to, board of city or township canvassers.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30e Repealed. 2013, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 11, 2013.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to compensation and expenses of members of board of city or township canvassers.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30f Repealed. 1968, Act 65, Eff. July 1, 1968.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to combination of governmental units for board of canvassers, expenses, and withdrawal.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.30g Board of county canvassers; absences, appointment of temporary members, qualifications, length of service.
Sec. 30g.

If a board of county canvassers created under this act is required to perform its statutory duties and because of illness or absence of members
of the board of county canvassers a quorum is not present, the clerk of the county may appoint a sufficient number of temporary members to
constitute a quorum. The appointment shall be made by the county clerk from party recommendations on file, if available. The appointments
shall be of the same political party as the ill or absent members of the board of county canvassers. A temporary appointee to the board of county
canvassers must possess all of the qualifications required for regular membership on that board of county canvassers. Temporary appointees
shall serve only until the business on hand has been transacted.

History: Add. 1966, Act 65, Imd. Eff. June 9, 1966 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 65, Eff. July 1, 1968 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 51, Imd. Eff. June 11,2013

Compiler's Notes: Section 3 of Act 65 of 1968 provides: 4€ceThis act shall take effect on July 1, 1968, except in any county with a population of 400,000 or more it shall take
effect on July 1, 1970.4€

Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter I1I
DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE

168.31 Secretary of state; duties as to elections; rules.
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Sec. 31.

(1) The secretary of state shall do all of the following:

(a) Subject to subsection (2), issue instructions and promulgate rules pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306,
MCL 24.201 to 24.328, for the conduct of elections and registrations in accordance with the laws of this state.

(b) Advise and direct local election officials as to the proper methods of conducting elections.

(c) Publish and furnish for the use in each election precinct before each state primary and election a manual of instructions that includes
specific instructions on assisting voters in casting their ballots, directions on the location of voting stations in polling places, procedures and
forms for processing challenges, and procedures on prohibiting campaigning in the polling places as prescribed in this act.

(d) Publish indexed pamphlet copies of the registration, primary, and election laws and furnish to the various county, city, township, and
village clerks a sufficient number of copies for their own use and to enable them to include 1 copy with the election supplies furnished each
precinct board of election inspectors under their respective jurisdictions. The secretary of state may furnish single copies of the publications to
organizations or individuals who request the same for purposes of instruction or public reference.

(e) Prescribe and require uniform forms, notices, and supplies the secretary of state considers advisable for use in the conduct of elections and
registrations.

(f) Prepare the form of ballot for any proposed amendment to the constitution or proposal under the initiative or referendum provision of the
constitution to be submitted to the voters of this state.

(g) Require reports from the local election officials the secretary of state considers necessary.

(h) Investigate, or cause to be investigated by local authorities, the administration of election laws, and report violations of the election laws
and regulations to the attorney general or prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution.

(i) Publish in the legislative manual the vote for governor and secretary of state by townships and wards and the vote for members of the state
legislature cast at the preceding November election, which shall be returned to the secretary of state by the county clerks on or before the first
day of December following the election. All clerks shall furnish to the secretary of state, promptly and without compensation, any further
information requested of them to be used in the compilation of the legislative manual.

(j) Establish a curriculum for comprehensive training and accreditation of all county, city, township, and village officials who are responsible
for conducting elections.

(k) Establish a continuing election education program for all county, city, township, and village clerks.

(1) Establish and require attendance by all new appointed or elected election officials at an initial course of instruction within 6 months before
the date of the election.

(m) Establish a comprehensive training curriculum for all precinct inspectors.

(n) Create an election day dispute resolution team that has regional representatives of the department of state, which team shall appear on
site, if necessary.

(2) Pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, the secretary of state shall promulgate rules
establishing uniform standards for state and local nominating, recall, and ballot question petition signatures. The standards for petition
signatures may include, but need not be limited to, standards for all of the following:

(a) Determining the validity of registration of a circulator or individual signing a petition.

(b) Determining the genuineness of the signature of a circulator or individual signing a petition, including digitized signatures.

(c) Proper designation of the place of registration of a circulator or individual signing a petition.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1957, Act 249, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957 ;- Am. 1996, Act 583, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 215, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1998
;- Am. 1999, Act 220, Eff. Mar. 10, 2000 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 71, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 271, Eff. Aug. 15,2012

Compiler's Notes: Act 269 of 2001, which was approved by the Governor and filed with the Secretary of State on January 11, 2002, provided for the amendment of MCL
168.31, 168.73, 168.283, 168.393, 168.509y, 168.509aa, 168.561a, 168.624, 168.624a, 168.686, 168.706, 168.727, 168.737, 168.745, 168.769, 168.782b, 168.795,
168.795¢, 168.797a, 168.798c, 168.799a, 168.803, 168.804, 168.842, and 168.931 of, the addition of Sec. 701 to, and the repeal of Sec. 509 of, Act 116 of 1954, known as the
Michigan Election Law. A petition seeking a referendum on Act 269 of 2001 was filed with the Secretary of State. The Board of State Canvassers officially declared the
sufficiency of the referendum petition on May 14, 2002. Const 1963, art 2, sec 9, provides that no law as to which the power of referendum properly has been invoked shall be
effective thereafter unless approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon at the next general election. A referendum on Act 269 of 2001 was presented to the electors at the
November 5, 2002, general election as Proposal 02-1, which read as follows:d4€ceA REFERENDUM ON PUBLIC ACT 269 OF 2001a€”AN ACT TO AMEND CERTAIN
SECTIONS OF MICHIGAN ELECTION LAWPublic Act 269 of 2001 would:a€”Eliminate a€cestraight partya€ vote option on partisan general election ballots.4€”Require
Secretary of State to obtain training reports from local election officials.a€”Require registered voters who do not appear on registration list to show picture identification before
voting a challenged ballot.4€”Require expedited canvass if presidential vote differential is under 25,000.4€”’Require ballot counting equipment to screen ballots for voting errors
to ensure the accurate tabulation of absentee ballots. Permit voters in polls to correct errors.a€”Provide penalties for stealing campaign signs or accepting payment for campaign
work while being paid as a public employee to perform election duties.Should this law be approved?Yes No a€Act 269 of 2001 was not approved by a
majority of the electors voting thereon at the November 5, 2002, general election.Enacting section 4 of Act 71 of 2005 provides:"Enacting section 4. If any portion of this
amendatory act or the application of this amendatory act to any person or circumstances is found invalid by a court, the invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or
applications of this amendatory act that can be given effect without the invalid portion or application, if the remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable,
and to this end this amendatory act is declared to be severable."

Popular Name: Election Code

Admin Rule: R 168.771 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

168.31a Election audit; procedures.
Sec. 31a.

(1) In order to ensure compliance with the provisions of this act, after each election the secretary of state may audit election precincts.

(2) The secretary of state shall prescribe the procedures for election audits that include reviewing the documents, ballots, and procedures
used during an election as required in section 4 of article II of the state constitution of 1963. The secretary of state and, except as otherwise
provided under subsection (3), county clerks shall conduct election audits, including statewide election audits, as set forth in the prescribed
procedures. The secretary of state shall train and certify county clerks, the county clerk's staffs, and, if required under subsection (3), the
designee of a county clerk, for the purpose of conducting election audits of precincts randomly selected by the secretary of state in the counties.
An election audit must include an audit of the results of at least 1 race in each precinct selected for an audit. A statewide election audit must
include an audit of the results of at least 1 statewide race or statewide ballot question in a precinct selected for an audit. An audit conducted
under this section is not a recount and does not change any certified election results. The secretary of state shall supervise each county clerk, or
the county clerk's designee as provided under subsection (3), in the performance of election audits conducted under this section.

(3) If a county clerk is an officer or member of the governing body of a national, state, or local political party, or is a precinct delegate of a
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political party, that county clerk is prohibited from having any role in the direction, supervision, or conduct of an election audit, and that county
clerk must, subject to this subsection, appoint a designee to conduct any election audit in that county. The county clerk shall not appoint a
designee who is an officer or member of the governing body of a national, state, or local political party, or is a precinct delegate of a political
party.

(4) Each county clerk, or the designee of a county clerk as provided under subsection (3), who conducts an election audit under this section
shall provide the results of the election audit to the secretary of state within 20 days after the election audit.

History: Add. 2012, Act 271, Eff. Aug. 15,2012 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 603, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 254, Eff. Feb. 13,2024
Popular Name: Election Code

168.32 Bureau of elections; director of elections; appointment; powers and duties; statement of purpose of proposed amendment or
question.

Sec. 32.

(1) In the office of the secretary of state, the bureau of elections created by former 1951 PA 65 continues under the supervision of a director
of elections, to be appointed by the secretary of state under civil service regulations. The director of elections shall be vested with the powers
and shall perform the duties of the secretary of state under his or her supervision, with respect to the supervision and administration of the
election laws. The director of elections shall be a nonmember secretary of the state board of canvassers.

(2) The director of elections, with the approval of the state board of canvassers, shall prepare a statement for designation on the ballot in not
more than 100 words, exclusive of caption, of the purpose of any proposed amendment or question to be submitted to the electors as required
under section 9 of article II, section 34 of article I'V if the legislature does not provide for the content of the question to be submitted to the
electors, or section 1 or 2 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963. The statement shall consist of a true and impartial statement of the
purpose of the amendment or question in such language as shall create no prejudice for or against the proposed amendment or question. The
powers and duties of the state board of canvassers and the secretary of state with respect to the preparation of the statement are transferred to
the director of elections. The secretary of state shall certify the statement of the purpose of any proposed amendment or question to be
submitted to the electors not later than 60 days before the date of the election.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 251, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1964 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,
2012 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 79, Imd. Eff. Mar. 28,2014

Compiler's Notes: Act 65 of 1951, referred to in this section, was repealed by Act 116 of 1954.

Popular Name: Election Code

168.33 Training schools on conducting elections in accordance with election laws; conduct; continuing election education training
courses.

Sec. 33.

(1) The director of elections shall conduct training schools throughout this state before the general November election, and before other
elections as the director considers advisable, for county clerks and their representatives with respect to the conducting of elections in
accordance with the election laws. Included in this training shall be instruction on the uniform voting system. If a county clerk fails to conduct in
his or her county a training school for election boards within the county, the director of elections shall conduct the training school, the cost of
the training school to be charged as an obligation of the county.

(2) The director of elections shall train all county, city, and township clerks who are involved in the training of precinct inspectors. The
training shall include team training and monitoring of their performance as trainers.

(3) The director of elections shall conduct all precinct inspector training in counties where the clerk has not been accredited to conduct the
training schools.

(4) The director of elections shall conduct continuing election education training courses for county, city, township, and village clerks to
attend. Each county, city, township, and village clerk is required to attend and complete continuing election education training at least once
every 2 years to maintain accreditation as a clerk. The department of state is responsible for providing continuing election education training to
the clerks at no charge to the clerks, counties, cities, townships, or villages.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 251, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1964 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 583, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 91, Eff. Apr. 9, 2002 ;--
Am. 2012, Act 271, Eff. Aug. 15,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.34 Director of elections; restrictions.
Sec. 34.

The director of elections shall perform no other duties which will interfere with his duties as director of elections.
History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.35 Assistants to director; employment, expenses.
Sec. 35.

The secretary of state is authorized to employ such assistants to the director of elections and incur such expenses as shall be necessary in
carrying out the supervision of the election laws of this state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.36 Seal.
Sec. 36.

The secretary of state may approve seals to be used for the same purpose as metal seals when required by this act. The secretary of state
shall only approve a seal under this section if that seal meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Is designed and manufactured for the purpose of proving authenticity, attesting to accuracy, or closing to outside interference or
influence.

(b) Is made out of metal, plastic, fiberglass, or any combination of these materials that would provide resistance to or evidence of a force
tending to break the seal.

(c) Contains an embossed or imprinted serial number.

History: Add. 1995, Act 261, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996
Popular Name: Election Code

168.37 Uniform voting system; advisory committee; selection; notice of selection; schedule for acquisition and implementation;
repetition of process.

Sec. 37.

(1) The secretary of state shall select a uniform voting system under the provisions of this section. The secretary of state shall convene an
advisory committee on the selection of the uniform voting system, whose membership represents county, city, and township election officials
and other relevant organizations. In addition, the speaker and minority leader of the house of representatives and the majority and minority
leaders of the senate may each appoint 1 advisory committee member.

(2) The secretary of state may conduct tests of a voting system in order to select the uniform voting system. The secretary of state shall not
consider a voting system for selection as the uniform voting system unless the voting system is approved and certified as provided in section
795a. At the secretary of state's request, the board of state canvassers shall perform the approval and certification review, as provided in section
795a, of a voting system that the secretary of state wants to consider for selection as the uniform voting system.

(3) When the uniform voting system is selected or at an earlier time that the secretary of state considers advisable, the secretary of state shall
notify each county, city, and township about the selection or impending selection of the uniform voting system. A governmental unit that is
notified under this subsection shall not purchase or enter into a contract to purchase a voting system other than the uniform voting system after
receipt of the notice.

(4) After selection of the uniform voting system, the secretary of state shall establish a schedule for acquisition and implementation of the
uniform voting system throughout this state. The secretary of state may devise a schedule that institutes the uniform voting system over several
election cycles. The secretary of state shall widely publicize the schedule and changes to the schedule. If, however, a jurisdiction has acquired a
new voting system within 8 years before the jurisdiction receives notice from the secretary of state under subsection (3), that jurisdiction is not
required to acquire and use the uniform voting system until the expiration of 10 years after the date of the original purchase of the equipment.

(5) If, after selection of the uniform voting system, the secretary of state determines that the uniform voting system no longer serves the
welfare of the voters or has become out of date in regards to voting system technology, the secretary of state may repeat the process for
selecting the uniform voting system authorized under this section.

(6) This section does not apply until money is appropriated for the purpose of selecting, acquiring, and implementing the uniform voting
system. If federal money becomes available for the purposes described in this section, the secretary of state shall, and the legislature intends to,
take the steps necessary to qualify for and appropriate that money for the purposes described in this section.

History: Add. 2002, Act 91, Eff. Apr. 9, 2002 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31, 2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.37a Determination of electronic voting system by clerk; criteria.

Sec. 37a.
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The secretary of state shall allow a county clerk, in consultation with the clerk of each city and township located in that county, to determine
which electronic voting system will be used in the county as long as the electronic voting system selected meets both of the following criteria:

(a) The electronic voting system is the same type of electronic voting system as the uniform voting system.

(b) The electronic voting system is approved and certified as provided in section 795a.

History: Add. 2018, Act 123, Eff. Dec. 31,2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.37b Use of electronic voting system; contract between governing bodies of governmental units.
Sec. 37b.

The governing body of a governmental unit in this state may contract with the governing body of another governmental unit in this state with
regard to the use of the electronic voting system owned by either of the contracting units.

History: Add. 2018, Act 123, Eff. Dec. 31,2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.38 Poster indicating ballot coaching prohibited.
Sec. 38.

(1) The secretary of state shall develop a poster that explains ballot coaching and that indicates that ballot coaching is prohibited.

(2) The secretary of state shall provide to each residential care facility in this state at least 1 poster as described in subsection (1).

(3) For the period beginning 45 days before each election and continuing through election day, the owner, operator, or facility director of a
residential care facility shall display the poster provided by the secretary of state in a public area in the residential care facility.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) "Home for the aged" means that term as defined in section 20106 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.20106.

(b) "Nursing home" means that term as defined in section 20109 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.20109.

(c) "Residential care facility" means both of the following:

(i) Home for the aged.

(ii) Nursing home.

History: Add. 2012, Act 523, Eff. Mar. 28, 2013
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter IV
ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT

168.41 Presidential electors; eligibility.
Sec. 41.

No person shall be eligible to be an elector of president and vice-president who shall not have been a citizen of the United States for at least
10 years and a resident and registered elector of the congressional district for an elector representing a congressional district, or of the state, for
an elector representing the state at large for at least 1 year prior to the election. No senator or representative, or person holding an office of
trust or profit under the United States, shall be appointed an elector, as provided in section 1 of article 2 of the United States constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.42 Presidential electors; selection at state political party conventions, certification.
Sec. 42.

In the year in which presidential electors are to be elected under section 43, each political party in this state shall choose at its fall state
convention a number of candidates for electors of president and vice-president of the United States equal to the number of senators and
representatives in congress that this state is entitled to elect. The chairperson and the secretary of the state central committee of each political
party shall, within 1 business day after the conclusion of the state convention, forward by registered or certified mail a certificate containing the
names of the candidates for electors to the secretary of state. The candidates for electors of president and vice-president who shall be considered
elected are those whose names have been certified to the secretary of state by that political party receiving the greatest number of votes for
those offices at the next November election.
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History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1956, Act 190, Imd. Eff. Apr. 26, 1956 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 216, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 28, 1999
Popular Name: Election Code

168.43 Presidential electors; election.
Sec. 43.

At the general November election held in the year 1956 and at the general November election held every fourth year thereafter, electors of
president and vice-president of the United States shall be elected in the manner herein provided: Provided, That if congress should hereafter fix
a different day for such election, then the election for electors shall be held on such day as shall be named by congress as provided in section 1
of article 2 of the United States constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.44 Repealed. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30;4€”1955, Act 283, Imd. Eff. July 19, 1955.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section prescribed a form of an official presidential ballot.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.45 Cross or check mark as vote for presidential electors.
Sec. 45.

Marking a cross (X) or a check mark () in the circle under the party name of a political party, at the general November election in a
presidential year, shall not be considered and taken as a direct vote for the candidates of that political party for president and vice-president or
either of them, but, as to the presidential vote, as a vote for the entire list or set of presidential electors chosen by that political party and
certified to the secretary of state pursuant to this chapter.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1985, Act 160, Imd. Eff. Nov. 20, 1985
Popular Name: Election Code

168.46 Presidential electors; certificate of ascertainment; determination by board of state canvassers; issuance by governor; exception
mandatory recount; superseding certificate.

Sec. 46.

(1) As soon as practicable after the board of state canvassers has, by the official canvass, ascertained the result of an election as to the
electors of President and Vice President of the United States, but not less than 6 days before the date on which the electors for President and
Vice President of the United States are to convene under section 47, the governor shall issue a certificate of ascertainment of appointment of
electors that does all of the following:

(a) Sets forth the names of the electors appointed and the canvass or other determination under the laws of this state of the number of votes
given or cast for each individual whose appointment any or all votes have been given or cast.

(b) Bears the seal of this state.

(c) Contains at least 1 security feature, as determined by the governor, for the purpose of verifying the authenticity of the certificate. The
secure components of any security feature used are confidential and not subject to disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA
442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

(2) Immediately after issuing the certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors under subsection (1), the governor shall transmit to
the Archivist of the United States, by the most expeditious method available, the certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors. The
governor shall also transmit to each elector chosen as an elector for President and Vice President of the United States, on or before the date on
which the electors are to convene under section 47, 6 duplicate-originals of the certificate.

(3) Subject to this subsection, the fact that a recount petition has been filed, or that a recount is pending, has no effect on the governor's
authority or responsibility to issue a certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors as required under subsection (1). However, if a
mandatory recount of all precincts in this state is required under section 880a, the governor shall not issue the certificate of ascertainment of
appointment of electors required under subsection (1) until the completion and certification of the recount or until 3 p.m. on the sixth day before
the date on which the electors for President and Vice President of the United States are to convene under section 47, whichever occurs first. If
the recount is completed and certified before 3 p.m. on the sixth day before the date on which the electors for President and Vice President of
the United States are to convene under section 47, the certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors issued by the governor must
reflect the certified result of that recount. If the recount is not completed and certified before 3 p.m. on the sixth day before the date on which
the electors for President and Vice President of the United States are to convene under section 47, the certificate of ascertainment of
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appointment of electors issued by the governor must reflect the original certification of the results of the election.

(4) If a recount is completed by 11:59 p.m. on the second day before the date on which the electors for President and Vice President of the
United States are to convene under section 47, and the result of that recount, as certified by the board of state canvassers, alters the winner of
the presidential election as reflected on the certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors issued by the governor under subsection (1),
an affected candidate for President or Vice President of the United States may have the certification reviewed by the supreme court, or may
seek other judicial relief from the supreme court related to the certification including, but not limited to, an order directing the governor to issue
a superseding certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors that reflects the updated and certified results of the presidential election.
An action under this subsection must be filed with the supreme court within 24 hours after the certification of the completed recount. A plaintiff
filing an action in the supreme court under this subsection must request an expedited hearing and that the supreme court issue an order granting
any judicial relief by 4 p.m. on the day before the date on which the electors for President and Vice President of the United States are to
convene under section 47. If the supreme court issues an order by the day before the date on which the electors are to convene under section 47
that requires the governor to issue a superseding certificate of ascertainment consistent with the certified results of the recount, the governor
must issue that superseding certificate of ascertainment before the date on which the electors are to convene under section 47.

(5) If a recount is completed by 11:59 p.m. on the second day before the date on which the electors for President and Vice President of the
United States are to convene under section 47, and the result of that recount, as certified by the board of state canvassers, alters the winner of
the presidential election as reflected on the certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors issued by the governor under subsection (1),
and the supreme court does not issue an order under subsection (4) before 4 p.m. on the day before the date on which the electors are to
convene under section 47, the governor must issue a superseding certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors that reflects the
updated and certified results of the presidential election, as determined by the recount and certified by the board of state canvassers, no later
than 11:59 p.m. on the day before the date on which the electors are to convene under section 47.

(6) A superseding certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors issued by the governor under this section replaces and supersedes
any prior certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors issued under this section, must be transmitted consistent with the requirements
under subsection (2) for the certificate of ascertainment of appointment of electors, and is conclusive with respect to the determination of
electors for President and Vice President of the United States appointed by this state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 431, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2002 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 269, Eff. Feb. 13,2024
Popular Name: Election Code

168.47 Convening of presidential electors; time and place thereof; resignations; refusal or failure to vote; vacancies.
Sec. 47.

The electors of President and Vice President shall convene in the senate chamber at the capitol of this state at 2 p.m., eastern standard time,
on the first Tuesday after the second Wednesday in December following the elector's election. At any time before receiving the certificate of
ascertainment of appointment of electors from the governor or within 48 hours thereafter, an elector may resign by submitting the elector's
written and verified resignation to the governor. Failure to resign signifies consent to serve and to cast the elector's vote for the candidates for
President and Vice President appearing on the Michigan ballot of the political party that nominated the elector. Refusal or failure to vote for the
candidates for President and Vice President appearing on the Michigan ballot of the political party that nominated the elector constitutes a
resignation from the office of elector, the elector's vote must not be recorded, and the remaining electors must forthwith fill the vacancy. The
ballot used by the elector must bear the name of the elector. If at the time of convening there is any vacancy caused by death, resignation,
refusal or failure to vote, neglect to attend, or ineligibility of any individual elected, or for any other cause, the qualified electors of President
and Vice President shall proceed to fill the vacancy by ballot, by a plurality of votes. When all the electors appear and the vacancy is filled, the
electors shall proceed to perform the duties of the electors, as required by the constitution and laws of the United States. If Congress hereafter
fixes a different day for the meeting, the electors shall meet and give the electors votes on the day designated by the act of Congress.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1971, Act 172, Eff. Mar. 30, 1972 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 269, Eff. Feb. 13,2024
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter V
GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

168.51 Office of governor or lieutenant governor; eligibility.
Sec. 51.

A person is not eligible to the office of governor or lieutenant governor unless the person has attained the age of 30 years and has been a
registered and qualified elector in this state for 4 years next preceding his or her election, as provided in section 22 of article V of the state
constitution of 1963.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 505, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 120, Eff.
Dec. 31,2018
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.52 Gubernatorial candidates; nomination at primary.
Sec. 52.

A general primary election of all political parties shall be held in every election precinct in this state on the Tuesday succeeding the first
Monday in August preceding every general November election in which a governor is to be elected, at which time the qualified and registered
electors of each political party shall vote for party candidates for the office of governor. This section shall not apply to parties required to
nominate candidates at caucuses or conventions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.53 Office of governor; nominating petitions; signatures; form; filing.
Sec. 53.

To obtain the printing of the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the office of governor under a particular
party heading upon the official primary ballots, there shall be filed with the secretary of state nominating petitions signed by a number of
qualified and registered electors residing in this state as determined under section 544f. Nominating petitions shall be signed by at least 100
registered resident electors in each of at least 1/2 of the congressional districts of the state. Nominating petitions shall be in the form as
prescribed in section 544c. Until December 31, 2013, nominating petitions shall be received by the secretary of state for filing in accordance
with this act up to 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday before the August primary. Beginning January 1, 2014, nominating petitions shall be received
by the secretary of state for filing in accordance with this act up to 4 p.m. of the fifteenth Tuesday before the August primary.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 3, 1976 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 7, Imd.
Eff. Feb. 12, 1990 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 329, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1990 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 583, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 218, Eff. Mar. 10, 2000 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276,
Eff. Aug. 16,2012

Popular Name: Election Code

168.54 Candidates for nomination; withdrawal, notice.
Sec. 54.

After the filing of a nominating petition by or in behalf of a proposed candidate for governor, such candidate shall not be permitted to
withdraw unless a written notice of withdrawal is served on the secretary of state or his duly authorized agent not later than 4 p.m., eastern
standard time, of the third day after the last day for filing such petitions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.55 Candidate for office of governor or lieutenant governor; write-in.
Sec. 55.

If, for any reason, there is no candidate of a political party for the office of governor or lieutenant governor, a blank space shall be provided
on each of the official primary ballots that affords every elector of the political party an opportunity to vote for a candidate for those offices by
writing in the name of his or her selection.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.56 Candidate for office of governor; death; selection of candidate to fill vacancy; ballots.
Sec. 56.

If a candidate of a political party for the office of governor, after having qualified as a candidate, dies after the time specified for filing in
section 53, leaving the political party without a candidate for that office, a candidate to fill the vacancy may be selected by the state central
committee of that political party, and the name of the candidate selected shall be transmitted to the county officers required by law to print and
distribute ballots. The name of the candidate shall be printed on the ballot, but if the primary ballots have been printed, the county officers shall
have the ballots reprinted with the candidate's name on the ballots and the reprinted ballots shall be distributed to the various voting precincts in
their respective counties.
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History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 322, Imd. Eff. July 19, 1966 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276,
Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.57 Gubernatorial candidates; nominees, certification.
Sec. 57.

The candidate of each political party for the office of governor receiving the greatest number of votes cast for candidates for said office, as
set forth in the report of the board of state canvassers based on the returns from the various boards of county canvassers, or as determined by
the board of state canvassers as the result of a recount, shall be declared the nominee of that political party for said office at the next ensuing
November election. The board of state canvassers shall forthwith certify such nominations to the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.58 Gubernatorial candidates; withdrawal after nomination.
Sec. 58.

When a candidate of any political party for the office of governor has filed a nominating petition for such office and has been nominated for
said office by said party, he shall not be permitted to withdraw unless he has removed from the state, or has become physically unfit. This
prohibition shall not be construed to prohibit the withdrawal of any candidate who has been nominated without having filed a nominating
petition and whose name has been written or placed on the ballot of any political party.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.59 Gubernatorial candidates; death, withdrawal or disqualification; new candidate, selection, certification; ballots.
Sec. 59.

When the candidate of a political party, after having been nominated to the office of governor, shall die, withdraw as provided in section 58
of this act, remove from the state, or become disqualified for any reason, the state central committee of such party shall meet forthwith and by a
majority vote of the members thereof shall select a candidate to fill the vacancy thereby caused. The name of the candidate so selected shall be
immediately certified by the chairman and the secretary of said committee to the secretary of state and to the board of election commissioners
for each county, whose duty it is to prepare the official ballots, and said board shall cause to be printed or placed upon such ballots in the proper
place the name of the candidate so selected and certified to fill such vacancy.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.60 Governor and lieutenant governor; election.
Sec. 60.

A governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected jointly at the general election in 1964, 1966, and every fourth year thereafter.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.61 Governor and lieutenant governor; certificate of determination by board of state canvassers.
Sec. 61.

The board of state canvassers shall determine which candidates for governor and lieutenant governor have received the greatest number of
votes and shall declare such candidates to be duly elected. The said board shall forthwith make and subscribe on its statement of return a
certificate of such determination and deliver the same to the secretary of state.
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History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.62 Governor and lieutenant governor; certificate of election.
Sec. 62.

The secretary of state shall file in his office and preserve the original statement and determination of the board of state canvassers of the
result of the election and shall forthwith execute and cause to be delivered to the persons thereby declared to be elected to the offices of
governor and lieutenant governor certificates of election, certified by him under the great seal of the state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.63 Governor and lieutenant governor; terms of office.
Sec. 63.

The terms of office of governor and lieutenant governor shall commence at 12 noon on January 1 next following the election, and shall
continue until a successor is elected and qualified. The terms of office of the governor and lieutenant governor elected at the general election of
1964 shall be 2 years. The terms of office of the governor and lieutenant governor elected at the general election in 1966 and every fourth year
thereafter shall be 4 years.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.64 Governor and lieutenant governor; oath of office, deposit.
Sec. 64.

Every person elected to the office of governor or lieutenant governor, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe
to the oath as provided in section 1 of article 11 of the state constitution and deposit same with the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.65 Governor or lieutenant governor; resignation, notice.
Sec. 65.

Any person duly elected to the office of governor or lieutenant governor who desires to resign shall file a written notice containing the
effective date of such resignation with the legislature and the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.66 Governor or lieutenant governor; vacancy, creation; impeachment.
Sec. 66.

The office of governor or lieutenant governor shall become vacant upon the happening of any of the following events: Death of the
incumbent; his resignation; his removal from office for cause; his ceasing to be a resident of the state; his conviction of an infamous crime, or an
offense involving the violation of his oath of office; the decision of a competent tribunal declaring his election void; or his neglect or refusal to
take and subscribe to the constitutional oath of office and deposit the same in the manner and within the time prescribed by law.

Any person holding the office of governor or lieutenant governor may be removed from office upon conviction in impeachment proceedings
as provided in section 7 of article 11 of the state constitution.
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History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.67 Offices of governor and lieutenant governor; vacancy; death or failure to qualify of governor-elect or lieutenant governor-elect;
devolution of powers and duties.

Sec. 67.

If a vacancy occurs in the office of governor, the powers and duties of that office shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor for the
remainder of the term or until the disability ceases. If the lieutenant governor succeeds to the office of governor, or if a vacancy occurs in the
office of lieutenant governor, the senate, by resolution, with a record roll call vote, shall appoint an acting lieutenant governor of the same
political party as the governor who shall serve for the remainder of the term or until the disability ceases. If a vacancy occurs in both the offices
of governor and lieutenant governor, the elected secretary of state, the elected attorney general, the senate president pro tempore, and the
speaker of the house of representatives, in that order shall act as governor until the vacancy is filled or the disability of either the governor or
lieutenant governor ceases, as provided in section 26 of article 5 of the state constitution of 1963. Should the governor-elect die or fail to
qualify by the first of January next following his or her election, the lieutenant governor-elect shall qualify and exercise all the powers and duties
of the office of governor for the entire term, or until the governor-elect shall qualify. Should the lieutenant governor-elect also die or fail to
qualify, the powers and duties of the office of governor shall devolve upon the secretary of state-elect and the attorney general-elect in that
order in a like manner.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1969, Act 8, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970 ;-- Am. 1981, Act 44, Imd. Eff.
May 13, 1981
Popular Name: Election Code

168.68 Governor or lieutenant governor; recount of vote.
Sec. 68.

The votes cast for any candidate for the office of governor or lieutenant governor at any primary or election shall be subject to recount as
provided in chapter 33 of this act.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.69 Governor or lieutenant governor; recall.
Sec. 69.

Any person elected to the office of governor or lieutenant governor shall be subject to recall as provided in chapter 36 of this act and in
section 8 of article 2 of the state constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 34, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter VI
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR; SECRETARY OF STATE; ATTORNEY GENERAL

168.71 Offices of secretary of state or attorney general; eligibility.

Sec. 71.

A person is not eligible to the offices of secretary of state or attorney general if the person is not a registered and qualified elector of this state
by the date the person is nominated for the office.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 505, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 218, Eff.
Mar. 10, 2000 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31,2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.72 Candidates for lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general; nomination at fall state convention.
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Sec. 72.

At its fall state convention, each political party may nominate a candidate for each of the offices of lieutenant governor, secretary of state and
attorney general.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.73 Offices of lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and attorney general; nominees; list.
Sec. 73.

Not more than 24 hours after the conclusion of the fall state convention, the state central committee of each political party shall canvass the
proceedings of the convention and determine the nominees of the convention for the offices of lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and
attorney general. Not more than 1 business day after the conclusion of the convention, the chairperson and secretary of the state central
committee shall forward to the secretary of state a typewritten or printed list of the names and residence, including the street address if known,
of candidates nominated at the state convention. The secretary of state shall forward a copy of a list received under this section to the board of
election commissioners of each county, in care of the county clerk at the county seat.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 216, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1999 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 92, Imd. Eff. Apr.
26,2004

Compiler's Notes: Act 269 of 2001, which was approved by the Governor and filed with the Secretary of State on January 11, 2002, provided for the amendment of MCL
168.31, 168.73, 168.283, 168.393, 168.509y, 168.509aa, 168.561a, 168.624, 168.624a, 168.686, 168.706, 168.727, 168.737, 168.745, 168.769, 168.782b, 168.795,
168.795¢, 168.797a, 168.798c, 168.799a, 168.803, 168.804, 168.842, and 168.931 of, the addition of Sec. 701 to, and the repeal of Sec. 509 of, Act 116 of 1954, known as the
Michigan Election Law. A petition seeking a referendum on Act 269 of 2001 was filed with the Secretary of State. The Board of State Canvassers officially declared the
sufficiency of the referendum petition on May 14, 2002. Const 1963, art 2, sec 9, provides that no law as to which the power of referendum properly has been invoked shall be
effective thereafter unless approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon at the next general election. A referendum on Act 269 of 2001 was presented to the electors at the
November 5, 2002, general election as Proposal 02-1, which read as follows:4€ceA REFERENDUM ON PUBLIC ACT 269 OF 2001--AN ACT TO AMEND CERTAIN
SECTIONS OF MICHIGAN ELECTION LAWPublic Act 269 of 2001 would:--Eliminate a€cestraight partya€ vote option on partisan general election ballots.--Require
Secretary of State to obtain training reports from local election officials.--Require registered voters who do not appear on registration list to show picture identification before
voting a challenged ballot.--Require expedited canvass if presidential vote differential is under 25,000.--Require ballot counting equipment to screen ballots for voting errors to
ensure the accurate tabulation of absentee ballots. Permit voters in polls to correct errors.--Provide penalties for stealing campaign signs or accepting payment for campaign
work while being paid as a public employee to perform election duties.Should this law be approved?Yes No 4€Act 269 of 2001 was not approved by a
majority of the electors voting thereon at the November 5, 2002, general election.

Popular Name: Election Code

168.74 Candidates; withdrawal; notice.
Sec. 74.

A person who has been certified by the state central committee of any party as nominated for the office of lieutenant governor, secretary of
state, or attorney general may withdraw by filing a written notice of withdrawal with the secretary of state or his or her authorized agent and a
copy with the chairperson and the secretary of the state central committee of the party not later than 4 p.m., eastern standard time, of the fourth
business day following the conclusion of the convention at which the person was nominated.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 216,
Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1999
Popular Name: Election Code

168.75 Candidates; death, withdrawal or disqualification; new candidate, selection, certification; ballots.
Sec. 75.

When a candidate of a political party, after having been nominated to the office of licutenant governor, secretary of state or attorney general,
shall die, withdraw, remove from the state, or become disqualified for any reason, the state central committee of such party shall meet forthwith
and by a majority vote of the members thereof shall select a candidate to fill the vacancy thereby caused. The name of the candidate so selected
shall be immediately certified by the chairman and the secretary of said committee to the secretary of state and to the board of election
commissioners for each county whose duty it is to prepare the official ballots and said board shall cause to be printed or placed upon said
ballots, in the proper place, the name of the candidate so selected to fill the vacancy.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.76 Secretary of state and attorney general; election.
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Sec. 76.

A secretary of state and attorney general shall be elected at the general election in 1964, 1966, and every fourth year thereafter.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.77 Secretary of state and attorney general; certificate of determination by board of state canvassers.
Sec. 77.

The board of state canvassers shall determine which candidates for the offices of secretary of state and attorney general have received the
greatest number of votes and shall declare such candidates to be duly elected. The said board shall forthwith make and subscribe on its
statement of returns a certificate of such determination and deliver the same to the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.78 Secretary of state and attorney general; certificate of election.
Sec. 78.

The secretary of state shall file in his office and preserve the original statements and determination of the board of state canvassers of the
results of the election and shall forthwith execute and cause to be delivered to the persons thereby declared to be elected to the offices of
secretary of state and attorney general certificates of election, certified by him under the great seal of the state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.79 Secretary of state and attorney general; terms of office.
Sec. 79.

The terms of office of the secretary of state and attorney general shall commence at 12 noon on January 1 next following the election, and
shall continue until a successor is elected and qualified.

The terms of office of the secretary of state and attorney general elected at the general election in 1964 shall be 2 years. The terms of office
of the secretary of state and attorney general elected at the general election in 1966 and every fourth year thereafter shall be 4 years.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.80 Secretary of state and attorney general; oath of office, bond, deposit.
Sec. 80.

Every person elected to the office of secretary of state or attorney general, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall take and
subscribe to the oath as provided in section 1 of article 11 of the state constitution, and shall give bond in the amount and manner prescribed by
law, and shall deposit said oath and bond with the secretary of state, except that any person elected to the office of secretary of state shall
deposit said oath and bond with the attorney general.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.81 Secretary of state or attorney general; resignation, notice.
Sec. 81.
Any person duly elected to the office of secretary of state or attorney general who desires to resign shall file a written notice, containing the
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effective date of such resignation, with the governor and a copy with the office of the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.82 Secretary of state or attorney general; vacancy, creation, notice to governor.
Sec. 82.

The office of secretary of state or attorney general shall become vacant upon the happening of any of the following events: Death of the
incumbent; his resignation; his removal from office for cause; his ceasing to be a resident of the state; his conviction of an infamous crime or an
offense involving the violation of his oath of office; the decision of a competent tribunal declaring his election or appointment void; or his
neglect or refusal to take and subscribe to the constitutional oath of office and deposit the same in the manner and within the time prescribed by
law. When a vacancy shall occur in any of the said offices, a notice of such vacancy and the reason why the same exists shall, within 10 days
after such vacancy occurs, be given in writing to the governor. Such notice shall be given by the secretary of state unless such vacancy occurs in
the office of the secretary of state, then by the attorney general.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.83 Secretary of state or attorney general; impeachment; removal from office; service of charges, hearing.
Sec. 83.

Any person holding the office of secretary of state or attorney general may be removed from office upon conviction in impeachment
proceedings for the reasons and in the manner set forth in section 7 of article 11 of the state constitution. The governor shall have the power
and it shall be his duty, except at such times as the legislature may be in session, to examine into the condition and administration of the public
offices and the acts of the public officers enumerated herein, and to remove from office for gross neglect of duty or for corrupt conduct in
office, or any other misfeasance or malfeasance therein, and report the causes of such removal to the legislature at its next session as provided in
section 10 of article 5 of the state constitution. Such person shall be served with a written notice of the charges against him and be afforded an
opportunity for a public hearing conducted personally by the governor.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.84 Secretary of state or attorney general; vacancy; successor, appointment by governor, oath of office, bond.
Sec. 84.

Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of secretary of state or attorney general, the governor shall appoint a successor to fill such
vacancy and the person so appointed shall take the oath of office, give bond in the manner required by law and shall hold such office until his
successor is elected and qualified. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes for either of said offices who has subscribed to the
constitutional oath and filed the requisite bond shall be deemed to be elected and qualified even though a vacancy occurs prior to the time he
shall have entered upon the duties of his office.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

168.85 Secretary of state or attorney general; election, recount of votes.
Sec. 85.

The votes cast for any candidate for the office of secretary of state or attorney general at any election shall be subject to recount as provided
in chapter 33 of this act.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.86 Secretary of state or attorney general; recall.
Sec. 86.

Any person elected to the office of secretary of state or attorney general shall be subject to recall as provided in chapter 36 of this act and in
section 8 of article 2 of the state constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 4, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter VII
UNITED STATES SENATOR

168.91 United States Senator; eligibility.
Sec. 91.

A person shall not be a United States Senator unless the person has attained the age of 30 years and has been a citizen of the United States
for 9 years, and is, when elected, an inhabitant of that state for which he or she shall be chosen as provided in section 3 of article I of the United
States Constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 505, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31,2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.92 Candidates for United States senator; nomination at primary.
Sec. 92.

A general primary election of all political parties shall be held in every election precinct in this state on the Tuesday succeeding the first
Monday in August preceding every general November election, at which time the qualified and registered electors of each political party may
vote for a party candidate for the office of United States senator, to be filled at said election: Provided, That this section shall not apply to
parties required to nominate candidates at caucuses or conventions: Provided further, That no nomination for the office of United States senator
shall be made unless such official is to be elected at the next succeeding general November election.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.93 Candidate for United States senator; nominating petition; signatures; form; filing.
Sec. 93.

In order for the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the office of United States senator to appear under a
particular party heading on the official primary ballot, a nominating petition shall be filed with the secretary of state. The nominating petition
shall have been signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing within this state as determined under section 544f. The
nominating petition shall be signed by at least 100 qualified and registered electors in each of at least 1/2 of the congressional districts of this
state. Nominating petitions shall be in the form as prescribed in section 544c¢. Until December 31, 2013, the nominating petition shall be filed
with the secretary of state no later than 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday before the August primary. Beginning January 1, 2014, the nominating
petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later than 4 p.m. of the fifteenth Tuesday before the August primary.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 42, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1966 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 3, 1976 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 12,
1990 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 329, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1990 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 583, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 491, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 2001 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff.
Aug. 16,2012

Popular Name: Election Code

168.94 Candidates; withdrawal, notice.
Sec. 94.

After the filing of a nominating petition by or in behalf of a proposed candidate for United States senator, such candidate shall not be
permitted to withdraw unless a written notice of withdrawal is served on the secretary of state or his duly authorized agent not later than 4
o'clock, eastern standard time, in the afternoon of the third day after the last day for filing such petitions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
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Popular Name: Election Code

168.95 Candidate for United States senator; death; selection of candidate to fill vacancy; ballots.
Sec. 95.

If a candidate of a political party for the office of United States senator, after having qualified as a candidate, dies after the last day for
qualifying, leaving the political party without a candidate for the office of United States senator, a candidate to fill the vacancy may be selected
by the state central committee and the name of the candidate selected shall be transmitted to the secretary of state and to the county officials
required by law to print and distribute ballots. The name of the candidate shall be printed on the ballots, but if the ballots have been printed, the
county officials shall have the ballots reprinted with the candidate's name on the ballots and the reprinted ballots shall be distributed to the
various voting precincts within their respective counties.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 322, Imd. Eff. July 19, 1966 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.96 Candidate for United States senator; write-in.
Sec. 96.

If for any reason there is no candidate of a political party for the office of United States senator, a blank space shall be provided on each of
the official primary ballots that affords every elector of the political party an opportunity to vote for a candidate for that office by writing in the
name of his or her selection.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 64, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 227, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1964 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276,
Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.97 Candidates; nomination, certification.
Sec. 97.

The candidate of each political party for the office of United States senator receiving the greatest number of votes cast for candidates for
said office, as set forth in the report of the board of state canvassers, based on the returns from the various boards of county canvassers, or as
determined by the board of state canvassers as the result of a recount, shall be declared the nominee of that political party for said office at the
next ensuing November election. The board of state canvassers shall forthwith certify such nomination to the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.98 Candidates; withdrawal after nomination.
Sec. 98.

When a candidate of any political party has filed a nominating petition for such office and has been nominated for said office by said party, he
shall not be permitted to withdraw unless he has removed from the state, or has become physically unfit. No vacancy shall be filled by the state
central committees except for the causes and as herein specified: Provided, That this prohibition shall not be construed to prohibit the
withdrawal of any candidate who has been nominated without having filed a nominating petition and whose name has been written or placed on
the ballot of any political party.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.99 Candidates; death, withdrawal or disqualification; new candidate, selection, certification; ballots.
Sec. 99.
When the candidate of a political party, after having been nominated to the office of United States senator, shall die, withdraw, remove from
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the state, or become disqualified for any reason, the state central committee of such party shall meet forthwith and by a majority vote of the
members thereof shall select a candidate to fill the vacancy thereby caused. The name of the candidate so selected shall be immediately certified
by the chairman and the secretary of said committee to the secretary of state and to the board of election commissioners for each county, whose
duty it is to prepare the official ballots; and said boards shall cause to be printed or placed upon such ballots in the proper place the name of the
candidate so selected and certified to fill such vacancy.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.100 United States senator; election.
Sec. 100.

A United States senator shall be elected at the general November election held in the year 1958, and at the general November election every
sixth year thereafter. A United States Senator shall be elected at the general November election held in the year 1960 and at the general
November election every sixth year thereafter.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.101 United States senator; certificate of determination by board of state canvassers.
Sec. 101.

The board of state canvassers shall determine which candidate for United States senator has received the greatest number of votes and shall
declare such candidate to be duly elected. The said board shall forthwith make and subscribe on its statement of returns a certificate of such
determination and deliver the same to the secretary of state, who shall forthwith deliver a true copy of said certificate to the governor.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.102 United States senator; certificate of election by governor.
Sec. 102.

It shall be the duty of the governor, upon the election or appointment of a United States senator, to certify his election or appointment to the
president of the senate of the United States. Said certificate shall be under the great seal of the state and countersigned by the secretary of state,
and a copy thereof shall be delivered to the person so elected or appointed as United States senator.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.103 United States senator; term of office.
Sec. 103.

The term of office of a United States senator shall be 6 years, beginning on the third day of January next succeeding his election.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.104 United States senator; resignation, notice.
Sec. 104.
Any person duly elected to the office of United States senator who desires to resign shall file a written notice containing the effective date of

such resignation with the governor and a copy with the secretary of state.
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History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.105 United States senator; vacancy; successor, appointment by governor, tenure.
Sec. 105.

Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of United States senator, the governor shall appoint, to fill the vacancy, some suitable person
having the necessary qualifications for senator. The person so appointed shall hold office from the time of his appointment and qualification until
the first day of December following the next general November election which occurs more than 120 days after such vacancy happens. At such
general November election, a United States senator to fill such vacancy shall be elected and the person so elected shall hold office from the first
day of December following such election for the balance of the unexpired term of the senator whose vacancy is filled.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.106 United States senator; votes cast at primary or general election subject to recount.
Sec. 106.

The votes cast for a candidate for nomination or election to the office of United States senator at a primary or general election shall be
subject to recount as provided in chapter 33.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978
Popular Name: Election Code

168.107 United States senator; vacancy, creation.
Sec. 107.

The office of United States senator shall become vacant on the happening of any of the following events before the expiration of the term of
such office: The death of the incumbent; his resignation; his removal from office; the decision of a competent tribunal declaring void his election
or appointment; or his refusal or neglect to take his oath of office.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.108 United States senator; removal from office.
Sec. 108.

Any United States senator may be removed from office as provided in section 5 of article 1 of the United States constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.109 United States senator; contested election; restraining order of supreme court.
Sec. 109.

Whenever the election of a United States senator is contested before the United States senate, or notice of a contested election for United
States senator may be given, or whenever any judicial proceeding may be instituted preliminary to a contested election involving the right to a
seat in said United States senate from the state of Michigan, and it shall be made to appear to the supreme court of the state of Michigan that
there is danger that the ballot boxes used in the election of said United States senator within said state will not be properly preserved, the seals
upon said boxes interfered with, said ballot boxes opened or the ballots therein interfered with or destroyed, such supreme court shall grant a
restraining order directed to the officers having custody of said ballot boxes within said state restraining them and all other persons from
interfering with said boxes, seals or locks thereon, or the ballots therein, except as therein provided.
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History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.110 Contested election; preservation of ballots, application for restraining order by petition; notice, hearing; temporary
restraining order pending hearing.

Sec. 110.

Application for such restraining order may be made by any candidate for such office and shall be made by petition duly verified under oath
setting up the material facts relative to the election and the election contest involved. Such petition shall be heard in open court, and the court
shall give such notice of the hearing on such application as it shall deem sufficient to the candidates for the office of United States senator in the
election concerning which the application was filed and to such persons as shall be named in such application. Pending such hearing, any justice
of the supreme court may, in his discretion, grant a temporary order restraining any interference with said ballot boxes or the ballots therein.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.110a Repealed. 1978, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to filing notice of intent to contest election of United States senator.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.111 Contested election; service of restraining order, method.
Sec. 111.

Service of any restraining order may be made personally, as in the case of the service of other process of said court, or such service may be
made by registered or certified mail. In cases of emergency, notice of the issuance of a restraining order may be given to the officers to whom
the same is directed by telegraph or by telephone in advance of the actual service of said order and, after such notice, whether by telegraph or
telephone, said officers shall be charged with the same duty with regard to the preservation of said ballot boxes and the ballots therein as after
the service of said order.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1956, Act 190, Imd. Eff. Apr. 26, 1956
Popular Name: Election Code

168.112 Contested election; permanent restraining order, delivery of ballot boxes to custody of county clerk.
Sec. 112.

On being served with a copy of a permanent restraining order issued by said court, it shall be the duty of all officers having the custody of
ballot boxes containing ballots cast at said election for said office forthwith to deliver the same to the county clerks of the counties in which
such officers reside. It shall be the duty of said county clerks to receive such ballot boxes containing such ballots and to receipt therefor to the
officers so delivering them. Said county clerks shall thereupon deposit said ballot boxes containing said ballots in some secure place to await the
action of the commissioners herein provided for.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.113 Contested election; commissioners, appointment, packaging of ballots.
Sec. 113.

Upon issuing a permanent restraining order as herein provided, the supreme court shall name 3 commissioners, who shall proceed to the
offices of the several county clerks as soon as may be, open said ballot boxes, remove the ballots therefrom and place them in packages securely
wrapped and sealed and so marked as to show in what voting districts such ballots were cast.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.114 Contested election; commissioners, redeposit of ballots with county clerk, statement.
Sec. 114.

Such packages shall be sealed by said commissioners and redeposited with said county clerks, and it shall be the duty of said county clerks to
again place said packages of ballots in some secure place pending the further order of the court. It shall also be the duty of said commissioners
to make a statement, duly signed by them, to be included within each such package, as to the character and condition of the ballot boxes when
opened by them as herein provided, and of the condition of the ballots within such boxes. Each county clerk shall thereupon notify the several
officers of election within the county that such ballot boxes have been released and direct such officers of election to appear and secure said
boxes.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.115 Contested election; removal of ballots by commissioners, notice.
Sec. 115.

The commissioners, as herein provided for, shall give public notice of the time when they will appear at each county seat for the purpose of
removing the ballots from the ballot boxes, as herein provided, and such removal shall be publicly made in the presence of the county clerk and
judge of probate in the office of the county clerk during office hours.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.116 Contested election; removal of ballots, representation of candidate.
Sec. 116.

It shall be the right of each candidate to the office of United States senator at such election to be present in person at such removal, or to be
represented thereat.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.117 Contested election; commissioners, compensation.
Sec. 117.

The compensation of the commissioners herein provided for shall be fixed by the supreme court and such court shall allow such traveling and
personal expenses of such commissioners as it may deem proper. All allowances to commissioners shall be taxed by the court as costs in the
proceeding.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.118 Contested election; violation of restraining order, penalty.
Sec. 118.

Any person who shall violate the terms of any such restraining order shall be in contempt of court and shall, in addition to such penalty as
may be imposed thereby, be liable to a fine of $1,000.00.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.119 Contested election; application for restraining order to circuit court, authority of court.
Sec. 119.

Instead of filing the petition for relief provided for in this act with the supreme court of the state of Michigan, application may be made in
like manner to the circuit court for the county of Ingham, and when application is so made such court shall have full jurisdiction to make all
orders, name the commissioners and otherwise exercise all necessary authority to carry out the purposes of this act.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.120 Contested elections; purpose of act.
Sec. 120.

It is the intention of this act to furnish a speedy and effective means for the preservation of evidence of the intention of voters in the case of
elections to the office of United States senator. It is remedial in character and shall be construed in such manner as fully to carry out the
intention herein expressed.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.121 Repealed. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31, 2018.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to recall of person holding office of United States Senator.
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter VIII
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS

168.131 Representative in Congress; eligibility.
Sec. 131.

A person shall not be a Representative in Congress unless the person has attained the age of 25 years and been a citizen of the United States
for 7 years, and is, when elected, an inhabitant of that state in which he or she shall be chosen, as provided in section 2 of article I of the United
States Constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 505, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31, 2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.132 Candidates for representative in congress; nomination at primary.
Sec. 132.

A general primary election of all political parties shall be held in every election precinct in this state on the Tuesday succeeding the first
Monday in August preceding every general November election, at which time the qualified and registered electors of each political party within
every congressional district shall vote for party candidates for the office of representative in congress to be filled at said election: Provided, That
this section shall not apply to parties required to nominate candidates at caucuses or conventions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.133 Candidate for representative in congress; nominating petition; signatures; filing; form.

Sec. 133.
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In order for the name of a person as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the office of representative in congress to appear
under a particular party heading on the official primary ballot in the election precincts of a congressional district, a nominating petition shall have
been signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing in the district as determined under section 544f. Until December 31, 2013,
if the congressional district comprises more than 1 county, the nominating petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later than 4 p.m.
of the twelfth Tuesday before the August primary. Beginning January 1, 2014, if the congressional district comprises more than 1 county, the
nominating petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later than 4 p.m. of the fifteenth Tuesday before the August primary. Until
December 31, 2013, if the congressional district is within 1 county, the nominating petition shall be filed with the county clerk of that county no
later than 4 p.m. of the twelfth Tuesday before the August primary. Beginning January 1, 2014, if the congressional district is within 1 county,
the nominating petition shall be filed with the county clerk of that county no later than 4 p.m. of the fifteenth Tuesday before the August
primary. Nominating petitions shall be in the form as prescribed in section 544c.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 42, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1966 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 3, 1976 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 12,
1990 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 583, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 491, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11,2001 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.134 Candidates for nomination; withdrawal, notice.
Sec. 134.

After the filing of a nominating petition by or in behalf of a proposed candidate for representative in congress, such candidate shall not be
permitted to withdraw unless a written notice of withdrawal is served on the official with whom the petition was filed or his duly authorized
agent not later than 4 o'clock, eastern standard time, in the afternoon of the third day after the last day for filing such petitions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.135 Candidate for representative in congress; death; selection of candidate to fill vacancy; ballots.
Sec. 135.

If a candidate of a political party for the office of representative in congress, after having qualified as a candidate, dies after the last day for
qualifying, leaving the political party without a candidate for the office of representative in congress, a candidate to fill the vacancy may be
selected by 3 delegates elected by a majority of the precinct delegates and nominees for state representative and state senator in a state
representative or state senatorial district of the candidate's political party from within the boundaries of the congressional district. If the district
comprises more than 1 county, the meeting shall be called and conducted by the chairperson of the state central committee or his or her
authorized representative. The name of the candidate selected shall be transmitted to the county officials required by law to print and distribute
ballots. The name of the candidate shall be printed on the ballots, but if the ballots have been printed, the county officials shall have the ballots
reprinted with the candidate's name on the ballots and the reprinted ballots shall be distributed to the various voting precincts within their
respective counties.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 322, Imd. Eff. July 19, 1966 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.136 Candidate for representative in congress; write-in.
Sec. 136.

If for any reason there is no candidate of a political party for the office of representative in congress, a blank space shall be provided on each
of the official primary ballots that affords every elector of the political party an opportunity to vote for a candidate for that office by writing in
the name of his or her selection.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012
Popular Name: Election Code

168.137 Candidates for representative in congress; nomination, certification.
Sec. 137.

The candidate of each political party for the office of representative in congress receiving the greatest number of votes cast for candidates for
said office, as set forth in the report of the board of state canvassers, based on the returns from the various boards of county canvassers, or as
determined by the board of state canvassers as the result of a recount, shall be declared the nominee of that political party for said office at the
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next ensuing November election. The board of state canvassers shall forthwith certify such nomination to the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.138 Candidates; withdrawal after nomination.
Sec. 138.

When a candidate of any political party has filed a nominating petition for such office and has been nominated for said office by said party, he
shall not be permitted to withdraw unless he has removed from the state or has become physically unfit; no vacancy shall be filled by the district
or county committees except for the causes and as herein specified: Provided, That this prohibition shall not be construed to prohibit the
withdrawal of any candidate who has been nominated without having filed a nominating petition and whose name has been written or placed on
the ballot of any political party.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.139 Candidates for representative in congress; death, withdrawal or disqualification; selection of new candidate, certification;
ballots.

Sec. 139.

When a candidate of a political party, after having been nominated to the office of representative in congress, shall die, withdraw as provided
in this chapter, remove from the state or become disqualified for any reason, a candidate to fill such vacancy shall be chosen by a committee
selected as follows: (a) If such candidate shall have been nominated from a district composed of 1 or more counties, the committee shall consist
of the members of the county committees of such candidate's political party for the counties comprising such congressional district: Provided,
That if a congressional district comprises 3 or more counties, each county shall be entitled to have only the chairman, the treasurer and secretary
of the county committee of such political party present and voting; or (b) if such candidate shall have been nominated from a district consisting
of less than 1 county, the committee shall consist of the members of the district committee of such candidate's political party for such district.
Such committee shall meet at a time and place designated by the chairman of the state central committee of such political party and notice of
such meeting shall be sent to all members of the county or district committee, as the case may be. The meeting shall be conducted by the
secretary of the state central committee or his duly authorized agent, but said secretary or agent shall not be privileged to vote at such meeting.
A majority vote of the committee members present and voting shall be necessary for the selection of a candidate. The name of the candidate so
selected shall be certified immediately by the secretary of the state central committee to the secretary of state and to the board of election
commissioners for each county, whose duty it is to prepare the official ballots; and said board shall cause to be printed or placed upon such
ballots, in the proper place, the name of the candidate so selected and certified to fill such vacancy.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.140 Representative in congress; election.
Sec. 140.

A representative in congress in each congressional district shall be elected at each general November election.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.141 Representative in congress; certificate of determination by board of state canvassers.
Sec. 141.

The board of state canvassers shall determine which candidate has received the greatest number of votes and shall declare such candidate to
be duly elected. The said board shall forthwith make and subscribe on its statement of returns a certificate of such determination and deliver the
same to the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.142 Representative in congress; certificate of election.
Sec. 142.

The secretary of state shall file in his office and preserve the original statement and determination of the board of state canvassers of the
result of the election and shall forthwith execute and cause to be delivered to the person thereby declared to be elected a certificate of election,
certified by him under the great seal of the state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.143 Representative in congress; term of office.
Sec. 143.

The term of office of a representative in congress shall be 2 years beginning on the third day of January next following his election.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.144 Representative in congress; resignation, notice.
Sec. 144.

Any person duly elected to the office of representative in congress who desires to resign shall file a written notice containing the effective
date of such resignation with the governor and a copy with the secretary of state.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.145 Representative in congress; vacancy, special election.
Sec. 145.

The governor shall call a special election as provided in section 633 of this act, in any congressional district of the state when the right of
office of a person elected representative in congress shall cease before the commencement of the term of service for which he shall have been
elected, or whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of representative in congress after the term of service has begun for which such
representative was elected.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.146 Representative in congress; vacancy, creation.
Sec. 146.

The office of representative in congress shall become vacant on the happening of any of the following events before the expiration of the
term of such office: The death of the incumbent; his resignation; his removal from office; the decision of a competent tribunal declaring void his
election; or his refusal or neglect to take his oath of office.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.147 Representative in congress; removal from office.
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Sec. 147.

Any representative in congress may be removed from office as provided in section 5 of article 1 of the United States constitution.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.148 Representative in congress; votes cast at primary or general election subject to recount.
Sec. 148.

The votes cast for a candidate for nomination or election to the office of representative in congress at a primary or general election shall be
subject to recount as provided in chapter 33.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978
Popular Name: Election Code

168.149 Repealed. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31, 2018.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to recall of person holding office of representative in congress.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.150 Representative in congress; contested election; preservation of ballots; restraining order of circuit court.
Sec. 150.

Whenever a contest for the office of congressman is in progress before the house of representatives involving the right to a seat in said house
from any of the congressional districts of Michigan, and it shall be made to appear to any circuit court in the state of Michigan that there is
danger that the ballot boxes used in such congressional election within the district in which said circuit court has jurisdiction will be tampered
with, the seals upon said boxes destroyed or tampered with, said ballot boxes opened or the ballots therein interfered with or destroyed, such
circuit court shall grant a restraining order directed to the officers having custody of the ballot boxes within such congressional district
restraining them from interfering with said boxes, the seals or locks thereon, or the ballots therein, during the pendency of the taking of
testimony in such contest before the house of representatives.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.150a Repealed. 1978, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to notice of intent to contest election of representative in congress.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.151 Contested election; application for restraining order by petition; notice, hearing.
Sec. 151.

Said application shall be made by sworn petition setting up the material facts touching the election and the election contest involved. It may
be heard in chambers or in open court, in the discretion of the court, and it shall be heard upon such notice as will be sufficient to give the
attorney of the party not applying for the order sufficient time to reach the court in which such application is made, by the usual method of
travel from his place of business to such court, plus 24 hours.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code
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168.152 Contested election; service of restraining order, notice.
Sec. 152.

Service of such restraining order may be made either personally, as in the case of ordinary process of said court, or in cases of emergency
such service may be made by registered or certified mail. Notice of the issuance of such restraining order may be given to the officers to whom
the same is directed, by telegraph or by telephone, in advance of the actual service of said order, and after the giving of such advance notice,
said officer shall be charged with the same duties with regard to the preservation of the ballot boxes and ballots as after actual service of a copy
of said order.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1956, Act 190, Imd. Eff. Apr. 26, 1956
Popular Name: Election Code

168.153 Contested election; violation of restraining order, penalty.
Sec. 153.

Any officer or any other person who shall violate the terms of any such restraining order shall be in contempt of court and shall, in addition
to such penalty as may be imposed thereby, be liable to a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00, in the discretion of the court.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.154 Contested election; intent of act.
Sec. 154.

It is the intention of this act to furnish a speedy and effective remedy for the preservation of the evidence of the intention of the voters in the
case of elections to the office of representative in congress and, for that purpose, the provisions of this act shall be construed as remedial.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.155 Contested election; proceeding in equity, fees.
Sec. 155.

The proceeding herein specified shall be in equity, and the provisions of law relative to fees to be charged as entry fees and fees for the
service of papers shall govern the proceedings under this act.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

Chapter IX
STATE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

168.161 Offices of state senator or representative; eligibility.
Sec. 161.
A person is not eligible to the office of state senator or representative unless the person is a citizen of the United States and a registered and

qualified elector of the district he or she represents by the filing deadline, as provided in section 7 of article IV of the state constitution of 1963.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 63, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 505, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 218, Eff.
Mar. 10, 2000 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 120, Eff. Dec. 31,2018
Popular Name: Election Code

168.162 Candidates for state senator or representative; nomination at primary.
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Sec. 162.

A general primary election of all political parties shall be held in every election precinct in this state on the Tuesday succeeding the first
Monday in August preceding every general November election, at which time the qualified and registered electors of each political party within
every senatorial district and every representative district shall vote for party candidates for the offices of state senator and representative, to be
filled at the November election: Provided, That this section shall not apply to parties required to nominate candidates at caucuses or
conventions.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955
Popular Name: Election Code

168.163 Candidate for state senator or representative; nominating petitions; signatures; form; filing; nonrefundable filing fee in lieu of
nominating petition; deposit and use of fee.

Sec. 163.

(1) To obtain the printing of the name of an individual as a candidate for nomination by a political party for the office of state senator or
representative under a particular party heading upon the official primary ballots in the various election precincts of a district, there must be filed
nominating petitions signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing in the district as determined under section 544f. If the
district comprises more than 1 county, the nominating petitions must be filed with the secretary of state. If the district comprises 1 county or
less, the nominating petitions must be filed with the county clerk of that county. Nominating petitions must be in the form prescribed in section
544c. The secretary of state and the various county clerks shall receive nominating petitions for filing in accordance with this act up to 4 p.m. of
the fifteenth Tuesday before the August primary.

(2) In lieu of filing a nominating petition, a nonrefundable filing fee of $100.00 may be paid to the county clerk or, for a candidate in a district
comprising more than 1 county, to the secretary of state. Payment of the fee and certification of the name of the candidate paying the fee are
governed by the same provisions as in the case of nominating petitions. The fee must be deposited in the general fund of the candidate's county
of residence and must be used only for the purchase and maintenance of voting equipment.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1957, Act 125, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 3, 1976 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 12, 1990
3-- Am. 1996, Act 583, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 218, Eff. Mar. 10, 2000 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 276, Eff. Aug. 16,2012 ;-- Am. 2021, Act 144, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2021
Popular Name: Election Code

168.163a Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 63, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section provided for designation of incumbent on ballot.
Popular Name: Election Code

168.164 Candidates for state senator or representative; withdrawal; notice.
Sec. 164.

After the filing of a nominating petition or filing fee by or in behalf of a proposed candidate for the office of state senator or representative,
such candidate shall not be permitted to withdraw unless a written notice of withdrawal is served on the official with whom his or her
nominating petitions or filing fee were filed, or his or her duly authorized agent, not later than 4 o'clock, eastern standard time, in the afternoon
of the third day after the last day for filing such petition.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 12, 1990
Popular Name: Election Code

168.165 Candidates for state senator or representative; death; selection of candidate to fill vacancy; ballots.
Sec. 165.

If a candidate of a political party for the office of state senator or state representative, as applicable, after having qualified as a candidate, dies
after the last day for qualifying as a candidate, leaving the political party without a candidate for the office of state senator or state
representative, a candidate to fill the vacancy caused by the death may be selected by 3 delegates elected by a majority of the precinct delegates
and nominees for state representative and state senator of the candidate's political party from within the senatorial or representative district.
However, if the senatorial or representative district comprises more than 1 county, the meeting shall be called and conducted by the chairperson
of'the state central committee or his or her authorized representative. The name of the candidate selected under this subsection shall be
transmitted to the county officials required by law to print and distribute ballots. The county officials shall print the name of the candidate
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