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10:00 a.m.

The Senate was called to order by the President, Lieutenant Governor John D. Cherry, Jr.

The roll was called by the Secretary of the Senate, who announced that a quorum was present.

Allen—present
Anderson—present
Barcia—present
Basham—present
Birkholz—present
Bishop—present
Brater—present
Brown—present
Cassis—present
Clark-Coleman—present
Clarke—excused
Cropsey—present
Garcia—present

George—present
Gilbert—present
Gleason—present
Hardiman—present
Hunter—present
Jacobs—present
Jansen—present
Jelinek—present
Kahn—present
Kuipers—present
McManus—present
Nofs—present
Olshove—present

Pappageorge—present
Patterson—present
Prusi—present
Richardville—present
Sanborn—present
Scott—present
Stamas—present
Switalski—present
Thomas—present

Van Woerkom—present
Whitmer—present
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Senator Cameron Brown of the 16th District offered the following invocation:

Our prayer this morning comes from a book of daily prayers titled “God’s Minute,” first published in 1916. The prayer
is for December 2. It was composed by Walter Duncan Buchanan, a minister from New York City. It begins with a
reading from the book of Isaiah, Chapter 40:

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”

Our dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the rest, refreshment, and safety of another night and for the light of
another day. You art the giver of every good and perfect gift, and we give You our thanks for health preserved and life
continued and for another day with its opportunity of service. Give us stronger faith and confidence that we may go day
by day relying only on Your sustaining strength and guidance. Preserve us from temptation and sin, and grant that
something of good may be accomplished by us during the hours of light and that we may then find as the day closes that
there may have been some victories won and some development in our spiritual experience.

We do most humbly pray that we might so spend all the days and nights of our earthly lives that when You call us
hence, we may go into Your presence shining and without shame trusting only in the merits of Your plan of salvation and
eternal life. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The President, Lieutenant Governor Cherry, led the members of the Senate in recital of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motions and Communications

Senators Brater, Whitmer, Van Woerkom, Richardville, Garcia, Clark-Coleman, Jansen and Olshove entered the Sen-
ate Chamber.

The following communication was received:
Department of Energy, Labor, and Economic Growth
December 1, 2010
Attached is a summary of the Fiscal Year 2009-2010 results for application processing legislation passed in 2004 for
the Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth. The report is available on the department’s website at
www.michigan.gov/deleg by linking to “Inside DELEG,” to “Legislative Reports,” and “MCL Reports.”
The results encompass reports required by the following statutes:
Bureau of Commercial Services
2004 PA 260 Amendment to Professional Investigators
2004 PA 270 Amendments to Private Security and Security Alarm System Contractors
2004 PA 276 Amendments to the Polygraph Examiners Licensing Act
2004 PA 264 Amendments to the Occupational Code
MIOSHA
2004 PA 261 Amendments to the Asbestos Abatement Act
2004 PA 262 Amendments to the Asbestos Workers Accreditation Act
Bureau of Construction Codes
2004 PA 265 Amendments to the Boiler Act
2004 PA 268 Amendments to the Plumbing Act
2004 PA 269 Amendments to the Elevator Safety Act
2004 PA 271 Amendments to the Mechanical Contractors Act
2004 PA 275 Amendments to the Electrical Contractors Act
Liquor Control Commission
2004 PA 266 Amendments to the Liquor Control Act

Sincerely,

Andrew S. Levin

Acting Director
The communication was referred to the Secretary for record.

Senator Cropsey moved that consideration of the motion to discharge the Committee on Government Operations from
further consideration of the following resolutions be postponed for today:

Senate Resolution No. 15

Senate Resolution No. 172

The motion prevailed.
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Senator Cropsey moved that consideration of the motion to discharge the Committee on Transportation from further
consideration of the following bill be postponed temporarily:

House Bill No. 4961

The motion prevailed.

Senator Cropsey moved that rule 3.902 be suspended to allow the guests of Senator Bishop admittance to the Senate
floor.
The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.

The President of the Senate made a statement and requested that it be printed in the Journal.

The President’s statement is as follows:

I had the opportunity eight years ago to say farewell as a member of the Senate. I would like today to make a brief
statement and avoid the risk of sounding like a bad penny returning. Let me simply say I would like to thank people here
in the body for the opportunity to have served with each and every one of you. It has been a real pleasure. I have enjoyed
it, and you have been an outstanding Senate. I thank you for the opportunity to be here.

I know that these are times in which the American blood sport is to malign those who have been elected to represent
people. Let me tell you, if I were to drop my wallet, there is probably not a place I would feel more comfortable in
dropping my wallet than in the center aisle of this chamber. I don’t know about the side aisles, but the center aisle.
Senator Sanborn and I work out on occasion together, and I know if I drop my wallet over there, what money is in it
would wind up in some athletic fund over in East Lansing, and he would take great joy in telling me about that. But you
are a group of great individuals. You do great work for the state of Michigan.

I also want to say thank you for the staff of the Senate who always do great work supporting you, but supporting me
as well. I know that with every Secretary of the Senate, they have all had partisan backgrounds, but they put that aside
when they assume the office. Carol, I really enjoyed the opportunity to work with you. I think that is what is great about
this institution that in difficult times and times in which the state is challenged that people do rise above the partisanship
and try to accomplish things together. It has been a pleasure to be part of that.

Senator Bishop asked and was granted unanimous consent to make statements and moved that the statements be printed
in the Journal.

The motion prevailed.

Senator Bishop’s first statement is as follows:

I would like to direct everybody to their desk and the beautiful handmade boxes for all of the members bearing their
names. These boxes were made by Joe Heckman and the very talented carpenters in the Senate. I want to thank them,
and I want to thank Carol Viventi for designing and helping get these together—just incredible, beautiful pieces of
artwork for each member. If you have the opportunity, you can take the time to thank the carpenters and thank Carol for
such a beautiful memento to take home.

Senator Bishop’s second statement is as follows:

This is going to be one of those days, Mr. President, where we have a number of very fine people whom we will be
paying tribute to and every one of which deserves their moment to get recognition from the Senate. It is a very nostalgic
day from top to bottom.

One of those individuals who has left an indelible mark upon the beauty and splendor of this building and institution
that we are blessed to have the opportunity to work in, is Mr. Bill Finch. Bill is a master decorative painter and
preservationist for the Capitol Building for more than 20 years. All of us have been enriched having had the opportunity
to work in this fine place. You have to stop every once in a while to take a deep breath and look around you with what
has gone on here with all the hand painting. There is not a stitch of paper in this whole place. This is all hand painted,
and the folks who have taken the time to return this to its original splendor don’t get the recognition they deserve.

Mr. Bill Finch was inspired by the work of his father and grandfather. Bill created an artist life for himself and became
an accomplished woodcarver, ornamental plasterer, homebuilder, cabinet maker, sign writer, graphic artist and designer,
furniture maker, and decorative painter over the years. He has been very busy, and if you haven’t been up to Bill’s office,
you ought to do that because it is right up there just above the Senate Chamber. It is an incredible spot above the false
ceiling there with all the natural light coming in from above. He is in a great place to work here in the Capitol.

Bill was hired as a project manager over the Capitol restoration project and worked with 40 artists throughout the
duration of the full restoration, repairing and replicating original designs on the walls and ceilings and sometimes
fashioning his own tools to precisely match some of the original patterns of this building. Just imagine what time and
how meticulous that work must have been throughout that process. Following completion of the Capitol restoration, Bill
was hired by the state to remain on staff as guardian and caretaker of this beautiful building.
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Bill received the Michigan Heritage Award for his craftsmanship for passing on his skills to Greg Hess, his apprentice
for nearly 17 years. We are deeply indebted to Mr. Bill Finch for his contributions to our great state and our beloved State
Capitol. We wish him well in all that he does and want him to know how proud of him and how grateful we are to him
for his lifetime of service.

The Secretary announced that the following official bills were printed on Wednesday, December 1, and are available at
the legislative website:

Senate Bill Nos. 1586 1587 1588 1589 1590 1591

House Bill No. 6580

By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to the order of
Resolutions

Senator Cropsey moved that consideration of the following resolutions be postponed for today:
Senate Resolution No. 41

Senate Resolution No. 75

Senate Resolution No. 88

Senate Resolution No. 168

Senate Resolution No. 169

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 48

The motion prevailed.

Senator Bishop offered the following resolution:

Senate Resolution No. 219.

A resolution honoring Gary S. Olson.

Whereas, Gary S. Olson’s outstanding efforts span over three decades of service to the state of Michigan. His profes-
sionalism and dedication to the improvement of Michigan’s economy, in his role as director of the Senate Fiscal Agency,
have been of critical significance in steering Michigan through some of the most difficult and challenging economic times
the state has ever seen; and

Whereas, In 1977, Gary graduated with a bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Michigan. Gary then
went on to earn his master’s degree in economics from Michigan State University in 1979; and

Whereas, His distinguished public service career began in 1978 and has taken many forms. Gary has handled numerous
tasks serving as chief committee aide to the Taxation Committee of the Michigan House of Representatives, senior
economist to the Senate Fiscal Agency, and deputy director of the Senate Fiscal Agency for five years; and

Whereas, In January 1991, Gary was appointed as director of the Senate Fiscal Agency by the Senate Fiscal Agency
Board of Governors. As director of this agency, Gary is the principal fiscal advisor to the Michigan Senate and admirably
directs a staff of 23 professionals whose primary responsibilities are to forecast the economy, revenues, and size of the
deficit, and then guide Senators to a balanced budget, as well as evaluate proposals for the Governor. His work in these
areas has been and will continue to be significant and invaluable; and

Whereas, Over Gary’s very impressive career, he has earned many accolades and awards. In 2010, he received the
Steven D. Gold Award, one of the most prestigious awards given in his profession. This recognition “honors professionals
who have made significant contributions to state and local fiscal policy and whose work reflects Steven Gold’s remarkable
ability to span the interests of scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and advocates with integrity and evenhandedness.”
These are characteristics truly possessed by Gary S. Olson; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we join together with the Michigan Legislature, legislative staff, and the entire state to
honor and commend Gary S. Olson for his many years of service to the Michigan Legislature. May he know of our heartfelt
gratitude and best wishes that his future be filled with health, happiness, and ample time to travel and to enjoy life with
his wife Teresa at their cottage on the shores of Lake Michigan; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to Gary S. Olson as evidence of the highest esteem of the
members of the Michigan Legislature.

Pending the order that, under rule 3.204, the resolution be referred to the Committee on Government Operations,

Senator Cropsey moved that the rule be suspended.

The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.

The resolution was adopted.

Senator Cropsey moved that rule 3.204 be suspended to name the entire membership of the Senate and the Lieuten-
ant Governor as co-sponsors of the resolution.

The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.
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Senator Bishop asked and was granted unanimous consent to make a statement and moved that the statement be printed
in the Journal.

The motion prevailed.

Senator Bishop’s statement is as follows:

This is a very special moment for me, and I hope that members take the time to share with me in this special moment.
A very good friend of mine standing to my left is Mr. Gary S. Olson, who has served this Senate with such distinction
over the years, is moving on to better things in retirement. He will be a great loss, to say the very least, for the Senate
because he has been so helpful to us and such a great mentor and resource for the Senate.

I am joined here with Senator Jelinek, Senator Prusi, and Senator Cropsey, and many of us have spent long hours with
Gary Olson. He was with us during some very dark times and provided us with incredible advice and mentorship. If I think
back to the things I have experienced in this job and the moments I have had here that were most difficult, it was Gary
Olson who was always by our side. That is very comforting to me to know that he was there. He helped us come up with
solutions that we didn’t want to come up with but had to. I could speak for a long time about Gary. I won’t do that.

I want to share with you a little bit about Gary. In his role as the director of Senate Fiscal Agency, he has been of
critical significance in steering Michigan through some of the most difficult and challenging times in our state. One of
the greatest things about Gary is that, in 1977, he graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan.
He had such a significant career there and he was bound for greatness. He did go on to earn his master’s degree in
economics from Michigan State University in 1979. Gary’s distinguished public service began in 1978. He has handled
numerous tasks serving as chief committee aide to the Taxation Committee for the Michigan House of Representatives,
senior economist to the Senate Fiscal Agency, and deputy director of the Senate Fiscal Agency for five years.

In January 1991, Gary was appointed as director of the Senate Fiscal Agency by the Senate Fiscal Agency Board of
Governors. As director of the Senate Fiscal Agency, Gary is the principal fiscal advisor to the Michigan Senate and
admirably directs a staff of 23 professionals whose primary responsibility is to forecast the economy, revenues, and the
size of the deficit and then attempt to guide the Senate to a balanced budget and evaluate proposals. That has not been
an easy task over the past years.

His work in these areas has been significant and invaluable, more than words can express. He has had such an
impressive career with many accolades and awards too numerous to mention. One that I might mention, in 2010, he
received the Steven D. Gold Award, one of the most prestigious awards given in his profession.

It is really my great honor to recognize Gary Olson. I know he is passing the baton onto another very capable director
of the SFA. In my experience, there is no more valuable member in the Senate than Gary Olson. On behalf of the Michigan
Senate, we would like to wish you the best of luck with what you do in the future. You will always be part of the Senate
family, and we will miss you.

By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to the order of
Statements

Senators Jacobs, Barcia, Olshove, Birkholz, Patterson and Jelinek asked and were granted unanimous consent to make
statements and moved that the statements be printed in the Journal.

The motion prevailed.

Senator Jacobs’ statement is as follows:

Most importantly, I want to thank the people of the 14th Senate District who had the faith and confidence to send me
to Lansing. I hope and pray that I have lived up to their expectations. It has been a blessing to serve them these past eight
years. I have been so fortunate to have been in public service for the past 30 years, having begun my political career as
a young woman on the Huntington Woods City Commission, where I served for 14 years. I learned early on to take my job
seriously and not to take myself too seriously.

There are not enough words to thank my incredible staff who have spanned 12 years of my service. I have been blessed
to be surrounded by such smart, loyal, and hardworking people who have truly become my friends and family. They work
like a finely-oiled machine and have so much respect for each other.

Over the years, people like Gary Garbarino, Joey Hall, Jonathan Yockman, Matt Levine, and others have done such an
outstanding job. Gary came to his interview with home-baked brownies, and his job was sealed. I can never forget Mike
Farley who was taken from us so suddenly when he died of a heart attack a few years ago. Mike loved coming to work
every day and was a top-notch researcher and legislative director. I will especially miss him tonight when we would have
been doing crossword puzzles throughout the wee hours of the lame duck session.

I am so lucky to have put together an incredible staff over the last couple of years. Jack Cardinal, in his quiet and
thoughtful way, has done a great job monitoring legislation and working with constituents, even the difficult ones. He has
creatively tackled all of my often-ambitious ideas for legislation. Karen Adams-Powell is so filled with compassion,
patience, and knowledge that she has served as mom, social worker, and real estate advisor to hundreds of people in the
district. Cheryl Guyer, my district liaison, has built such special relationships with so many of the people and organizations
in our district. I am sure they will all remember she always provided the best and most abundant food at all of our events.
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A special thanks to Suzanne Caterino who was so thankful that she didn’t have to write today’s speech, but always caught
my voice in what she wrote. A special shout-out to Sharon Bianchi, my chief and chief of staff, who can finish my sentences
and who has kept me on the straight and narrow. I honestly don’t know how I will function without her. She has organized
my office, and most importantly, she is my trusted friend.

I would be remiss if I did not thank the many people who make up the support staff for this institution. The sergeants,
the Farnum Building team, our incredible caucus staff, and clerks. You are the best.

A special thank you to my daughters, Rachel and Jessie, who have understood why sometimes I couldn’t take their calls.
They have matured into such incredible women during the last 12 years, finding fabulous mates, and picking careers and
interests that help other people. And, of course, my husband John, who never thought when he married Gilda Zalenko over
39 years ago that she would be serving in Lansing, rather than serving dinner in Huntington Woods. I remember many
years ago when I once asked him what he wanted for dinner, he quipped, “Company.” I'm happy to tell him that we will
be eating dinner together more often, although now he will have to cook it. I also want him to know how much I love
him and appreciate him.

I regret that my parents did not live long enough to see me complete my legislative career. I cannot help but to reflect
on the fact that I am a first-generation American born to Polish immigrants whose families fled Europe to come to America,
the land of opportunity and freedom. Their values and work ethic have influenced me all my life.

While I have been proud and feel privileged to have had an opportunity so few have, I also leave with some regret.
Serving in the minority has been very challenging, in particular, over the last few years. In fact, I have served in the
minority my entire political career. How unlucky was I to get a bill numbered 666 that was doomed from the start? During
a time of unprecedented partisanship made it difficult, if not downright impossible, to enact legislation that I had hoped
to see pass, like mental health parity, reworking the mental health system, contraceptive equity, and helping to reduce
unwanted pregnancies. I am pleased that I was responsible for passing several bills which created many innovative
economic tools for our communities. Updating our antiquated liquor laws took 12 years, but I am happy to say that we
have finally changed laws that were passed during Prohibition. My neighbors, the polar bears, and camels sleep better at
night knowing their future is more secure as well.

I am truly looking forward to January 3 when I begin my new position as CEO/president of the Michigan League for
Human Services. With my new hat on, I will continue to be an advocate for the vulnerable people in our state, and help
ensure that the safety net remains in place as we move Michigan forward with our new administration. I will be on the
doorstep of many of you as well.

I love this state and hope that this great institution that I have been privileged to be a member of remains strong and
viable in the generations to come. I am thankful each and every day that I have been part of our state’s history.

Senator Barcia’s statement is as follows:

I rise today with a great deal of pride, but also a heavy heart as I culminate not only the last eight years of service in
the Michigan Senate, but also my 34-year career as a public servant representing the Great Lakes Bay Region and Thumb
Region of Michigan. Throughout that time, I have had the opportunity to meet and work with some of the finest leaders
and statesmen our state and country have to offer. Without a call of the Senate, I could not do justice of reflecting on the
anecdotes and fond memories I have with so many of you during my statement this morning.

Time has surely flown. When I first arrived as a freshman House member back in 1977, legislators smoked on the floor,
and now even our bars are smoke-free. Correspondence was done on a typewriter with carbon copies, but today bills and
budgets are negotiated via text messages and e-mails. When I first entered public service, being a legislator was a highly-
revered position. Now sometimes it can be a thankless job with many members coming to Lansing feeling like they
already have a bull’s-eye on their back. We certainly aren’t infallible, and everyone makes mistakes. I believe we all work
hard and do our best to represent our constituents, while following our moral compass.

As I said earlier, I am grateful to have met so many wonderful colleagues, co-workers, and constituents over the years.
I appreciate all of you. Specifically, I would like to mention just a few of my Democratic colleagues and especially our
Senate Democratic Leader Mike Prusi and Senate Democratic Floor Leader Buzz Thomas for their leadership of our
caucus and willingness to fight to move our issues forward.

I want to also thank a good friend John Gleason who has always lifted our spirits with a good Irish joke while fighting
with unbridled passion for what he believes in. Thank you, John. You are truly a special human being. I want to also
thank Cindy Peruchietti for her work with our caucus and the Senate Democratic central staff. Our staff has been loyal,
competent, and industrious. They have done a tremendous job of assisting our caucus to function and be effective.

I also want to express my profound appreciation to Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop and Senate Majority Floor
Leader Alan Cropsey for their leadership of this chamber and especially for their confidence and trust in appointing me
as chair of the Senate Committee on Hunting, Fishing and Outdoor Recreation. Our committee worked hard, and I think
we moved some important issues forward regarding wildlife conservation in our state. I thank the members of that
committee for working with me and being such great friends as we addressed those issues.

I also want to recognize my friends Tony Stamas and Roger Kahn with whom I have shared a great working relationship
and bipartisan collaboration as we worked to represent the Great Lakes Bay Region and worked together to improve local
infrastructure and to create thousands of new jobs in our region of the state.
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To my very dear friend and seasonal constituent from Lexington, Alan Sanborn, thank you for your friendship, advice,
and assistance on a host of issues over the past eight years. Our friendship will endure beyond our membership in this
august chamber.

A special thanks to my close friend and political mentor, Jason Allen. I have always appreciated Senator Allen’s style
both in his impressive attire and his willingness to be of help to me and my district. I also have great memories and am
very grateful to Jason and some other members for the opportunity to hunt turkey on Beaver Island, black bear in the
Upper Peninsula, and pursuing whitetail deer across the Lower Peninsula.

I also want to mention a special friend and someone who is one of the most dynamic partners I have had working here
in the Capitol. That is to say, I have been honored to work with Representative Jeff Mayes. In his short time in the Legis-
lature, Jeff surely was a dynamic and energetic force within the House. Although he will not be moving on to the Senate,
I am confident that he will continue to lend his expertise and vast knowledge of complex issues to our community as well
as in other arenas in his future.

I also see my good friend Joel Gougeon who served here for 10 years from 1993 to 2003, when I succeeded him. Joel
succeeded me in the Senate when I was elected to Congress, and then I succeeded Joel when he was term-limited. Joel
was a tireless champion for our area and did a great job as a member of the Appropriations Committee. Joel, it is great
to see you in the Gallery this morning.

To Carol Viventi, Adam Reames, and the entire Secretary of the Senate staff, thank you for keeping this body running
smoothly; to Sergeant at Arms Mike Ferland and his dedicated staff for keeping us safe here on the floor of the Senate,
as well as throughout the Capitol complex.

I would be remiss in not recognizing my dedicated staff. My former chief of staff Brandon Dillon served me well for
seven years before leaving to run for the State House in Kent County, and I am proud to say he will be the next State
Representative for the 75th District. Chris Cardinal, Sherri Smith, and Jim Smock, I couldn’t have had a better staff assisting
me in these past many years. Thank you for providing me an invaluable service in helping me put forth legislation here
on the floor and make decisions to help the people of this great state; also especially to make sure that I am responsive
to all of the constituents I serve.

Finally, and most importantly, thanks to my family for all of their guidance, patience, and support: To my late parents
who instilled in me a sense of public service and taught me to treat people the way I would wish to be treated. My deepest
gratitude is extended to my wife Vicki and my two children and six grandchildren. When we run for office, we know
what we are getting into, but many people don’t realize the sacrifices made by our families. I want to take this moment
to acknowledge them and their willingness to stand by my side despite the spotlight that this job brings.

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the voters of the 31st District. I have always taken my responsibility to
be their advocate and their voice in government seriously. I hope I have done everything I could to uphold that trust, and
I surely appreciate the confidence and loyal support throughout my career.

During my career, | have introduced hundreds of bills, including two that I am very proud of authoring. The whistle-
blower protection act at the time gained national acclaim for our state as we were the first governmental unit in North
America to pass such a law. As a member of Congress, I authored the federal partial-birth abortion ban regarding late-term
abortions, which has been upheld as constitutional by the United States Supreme Court.

I have a lot of memories from my time here in the Capitol, far too many to recount. I will cherish the memories of the
people whom I have been fortunate to work with during my time in public service. I have a tremendous amount of
admiration and respect for each and every one of you. It truly has been an honor and the highlight of my life serving with
each of you.

One last final note, I want to wish the very best of luck to the incoming leadership team here in the Senate, as well as in
the House. Of course, Senator Richardville will be a great and strong leader for the majority, as well as Senator-elect Arlan
Meekhof, and, of course, our great team on this side of the aisle, Gretchen Whitmer the new Democratic Leader and Tupac
Hunter my seatmate for the last eight years. I know they will do well, as well as all the new members of this chamber.

I finally would like to wish Governor-elect Rick Snyder and his new administration success working with those who
will be going forward in this chamber in the next four or eight years to try to get Michigan back on track, and hopefully,
have all of us enjoy a degree of prosperity that we took for granted earlier in our history. The challenges we faced were
great and intense, but together we worked through them.

As I leave this chamber today, it is certainly like saying goodbye to an extended family. I know that we will be crossing
paths in the future. I want to thank you for all of the courtesies and kindnesses you have extended to me and my staff
over the past eight years.

Senator Olshove’s statement is as follows:

First of all, I would like to start off and clear up any confusion there might be. I am not Senator Sanborn giving his
second farewell speech. It is time to say goodbye. I guess I’ve always wondered how I got here, and maybe a lot of you
wondered how I got here too. To give you a little background on how one would become a political person in this state:

My earliest memories were in the 1950s. I am a 1950s and 1960s kid. I can remember watching on a little black and
white television Edward R. Murrow, of all the people to watch on television. He was a great journalist, a great television
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personality way back then, and he made some kind of spark or little difference. My father took me to see President Eisenhower.
How those things fit together. I used to sit late at night at home on a Sunday evening with a transistor radio listening to
“Meet the Press” with Senator Everett Dirksen of Illinois, a great man. John Kennedy made a huge difference in my life.
I am a product of the 1960s, and grew up in the 1950s, and the institutions that we saw were overturned, changed, altered,
and kicked around in some way in the 1960s. I am a 1960s kid for better or worse.

I remember that I went to Michigan State University. We had a few demonstrations back then. There were demonstrations
against the demonstrations. I remember one time coming up to the Capitol up here. I won’t tell you what the demonstration
was about, but there had to be 5,000 people out there sitting in front of the Capitol. I remember standing there and
looking up at these windows wondering who are those people? What do they do there? Why are we here giving them a
hard time?

Well, it has been a difficult few years watching this go by. I got involved after that in a odd way with a very good
friend of mine, and we sat around on the eastside of Detroit. I'm an eastside kid and came from a working-class family.
We made cars, and we worked in factories. We also spent some time in the local pubs. I had the honor and the pleasure
at that time of meeting the future Speaker of the House Curtis Hertel. We would argue back and forth sitting around the
table having a few. Naturally, I knew everything. I would read the newspaper, and I would tell him that he knew this and
I knew that. We would go on and on, and he got elected to the House in 1980. Then I really gave it to him. I used to give
it to him all the time. This went on for a few years, and he actually said, “Do you want to come to Lansing and work for
me?” Since I knew it all, I figured sure. I'll show up and tell everybody what to do. I ended up over in the House, and I
had a little office in a cubicle over there upstairs. I found out that I didn’t really have all the answers. This room was full
of a lot of colorful old figures. I found out that they were very knowledgeable folks. They knew a lot about a lot of issues.
They brought a lot to the table. I sat there and learned. I watched and listened to people, and I took in what I could and
learned a few things.

I never thought in a million years that I would ever run for office. It just never occurred to me. I am not sure if I am
an extroverted-introvert or an introverted-extrovert. Curtis gave me an opportunity to participate in this process. I was
elected and probably my little 15 minutes of fame was in 1992. I was running for my first re-election. It was a very
interesting year, probably a lot like this election year. We had the Ross Perot people out there; we had the term-limit
people out there; we had the new President running out there; and we had new districts to run in. They came after me
pretty hard. They threw everything they could at me. My attitude was that I wasn’t going to say anything bad about the
other guy. It turned out on election night, about 5:00 a.m. I found out that I had lost the election. They told me I lost by
60 votes. We all know how hard we all work on elections and what goes into it—the door to door, the rain, the insults,
the praise, and all that stuff. But I lost. I figured I lost. The thing about it is I lost the House. I kind of felt responsible
for it in a certain way.

I walked in on Thursday morning after the election. I felt like the goat. The Democrats had finally turned the House
over to the Republicans after 30 years. I went home Thursday night, and my dad and mom were over at the house. He
said, “Why don’t you just go out to a restaurant and figure out what you are going to do with the rest of your life?” I
didn’t expect much to change, and then I got this strange phone call. Apparently, there was a party going on in Lansing
that I didn’t know about that was celebrating the fact that I had won the election. I called Marcia Miller and asked her
what was going on. She told me I won. I didn’t believe it. So I called the city clerk and asked her what was going on.
They had made a mistake, and they had transposed a couple of numbers, two precincts. I won by six votes. Six votes
made the difference. For all you folks out there who don’t think your vote counts, this story proves it counts.

The consequence of that was everybody who thought they were going to be the chairmen of the new committees over
in the House had a problem. Now we had a tie, 55-55. That got to be quite interesting. All the back and forth that I had
watched over the years; one party having the upper hand; the other party having the upper hand. It got really interesting.

I remember being over on the floor and one of the Governor’s staffers came over and was trying to figure out who
could switch from one side of the aisle to the other. One of the Governor’s folks came over and said, “Anything you
want.” It didn’t happen, and we couldn’t get anybody to flip back and forth. Now we were going to have the Co-Speakers,
the co-chairmen, the co-everything. We flipped back and forth every month with a different Speaker. You never knew who
was up there; also different chairmen. Could you imagine? It was such an interesting time because it forced people to wor