
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 359 of 1947

42.20 Legislation to be ordinance or resolution; form, passage, amendment, recording,
authentication, and compilation of ordinances.
Sec. 20. (1) Legislation of a charter township shall be by ordinance or by resolution. A resolution shall be

limited to matters required or permitted to be done by resolution by this act or by state or federal law and to
matters pertaining to the internal affairs or concerns of the township government. Any other act of the
township board, and any act imposing a sanction for the violation of the act, shall be by ordinance.
“Resolution” means the official action of the township board in the form of a motion.

(2) Each ordinance shall be identified by a number and a short title. Each proposed ordinance shall be
introduced in written or printed form. The style of an ordinance shall be, “The charter township of
.................... ordains:”. Except in the case of an ordinance that is declared to be an emergency ordinance, an
ordinance shall not be finally passed by the township board at the same meeting at which it is introduced, or
before it is published in the form in which it is introduced. An ordinance shall not be revised, altered, or
amended by reference to its title only, but the section or sections of the ordinance revised, altered, or amended
shall be re-enacted and published at length. When enacted, an ordinance shall be immediately recorded by the
township clerk in a book to be called “The ordinance book”. The supervisor and township clerk shall
authenticate the record by their official signatures on the record. The ordinances of each charter township
shall be compiled and published in loose leaf or booklet form not less than once in every 10-year period.

History: 1947, Act 359, Eff. Oct. 11, 1947;CL 1948, 42.20;Am. 1949, Act 70, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1994, Act 13, Eff.
May 1, 1994.
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